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PREFACE. 


The  work  of  preparing  for  publication  the  Official  Records  of  the 
Union  and  Confederate  navies,  which  was  begun  July  7,  1884,  was 
organized  under  the  superintendency  of  Professor  J.  R.  Soley,  U.  S. 
Navy,  at  that  time  librarian  of  the  Navy  Department,  afterwards 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

In  August,  1890,  the  work  of  collecting  these  records  and  their  clas¬ 
sification  was  ably  continued  by  his  successor,  Lieutenant-Commander 
F.  M.  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy,  who,  having  received  orders  to  sea,  was 
relieved  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Richard  Rush,  U.  S.  Navy,  in 
May,  1893. 

The  long-delayed  publication  was  finally  authorized  by  act  of  Con¬ 
gress  approved  July  31,  1894,  and  begun  by  Mr.  Rush.  The  first 
five  volumes  were  published  under  his  administration,  and  the  impor¬ 
tant  duty  of  organizing  the  office  for  the  distribution  of  these  volumes 
was  accomplished. 

In  March,  1897,  Air.  Rush,  having  been  ordered  to  sea,  was  succeeded 
by  Professor  Edward  K.  Rawson,  U.  S.  Navy,  as  superintendent. 
Professor  Rawson  was  detached  and  ordered  to  the  U.  S.  Naval  Acad¬ 
emy  September  20,  1902,  and  was  succeeded  by  Air.  Charles  W . 
Stewart. 

No  change  is  contemplated  at  present  in  the  outline  of  the  plan  of 
publication  as  approved  by  the  Department.  1  his  plan  includes  only 
the  use  of  such  material  as  may  be  certified  to  be  contemporaneous 
naval  records  of  the  war,  which  is  divided  into  three  series,  in  the 
following  order  of  arrangement: 

I.  The  first  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspondence, 
both  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  all  naval  operations  on  the 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  and  inland  waters  of  the  United  States  during 
the  war  of  the  rebellion,  together  with  the  operations  of  vessels  acting 
singly,  either  as  cruisers  or  privateers,  in  different  parts  of  the  world. 
These  reports  are  accompanied  by  occasional  maps  and  diagrams. 

In  this  series  the  papers  are  arranged  according  to  squadrons  and 
flotillas,  chronologically;  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  Union  reports  of 
any  events  are  immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate  reports. 
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II.  The  second  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspond¬ 
ence  relating  to — 

1.  The  condition  of  the  Union  Navy  in  1861,  before  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hostilities,  and  to  its  increase  during  the  progiess 
of  the  war,  including  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  the  various  bureaus. 

2.  The  construction  and  outfit  of  the  Confederate  Navy,  includ¬ 
ing  privateers,  setting  forth  also  the  annual  and  special  reports 
of  the  Confederate  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  bureaus. 

3.  Statistical  data  of  all  vessels,  Union  and  Confederate,  as  far 
as  can  be  obtained. 

1.  Returns  of  naval  and  military  property  captured  by  the 
navies  of  both  sides  during  the  war. 

6.  Correspondence  relating  to  naval  prisoners. 

This  series  is  also  arranged  chronologically  in  each  of  the  above 
sections,  as  far  as  practicable. 

III.  The  third  series  embraces  all  reports,  orders,  correspondence, 
and  returns  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  not  specially 
relating  to  the  matter  of  the  first  and  second  series. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  introduce  throughout  the 
volumes  of  the  different  series  illustrations  of  each  class  or  type  of 
vessels  referred  to,  in  order  to  preserve  the  identity  of  these  ships 
as  they  actually  appeared  during  the  war.  These  cuts  have  been 
reproduced  either  from  photographs  of  the  vessels  themselves  or 
from  the  carefully  prepared  drawings  made  from  official  sources. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  found  in  collecting  the  records,  for,  while 
the  official  reports  of  commanders  of  fleets  and  of  vessels  acting  singU 
are  on  file  in  the  Navy  Department,  it  is  found  that  the  correspondence 
between  flag-officers  and  their  subordinates  is  frequently  missing. 
Without  this  squadron  correspondence  the  historical  value  of  the  work 
would  necessarity  be  impaired,  and  the  Department  therefore  has 
spared  no  pains  to  secure  the  letter  books  and  papers  of  the  chief  actors 
on  both  sides.  These  papers  have  for  the  most  part  been  obtained,  and 
they  have  been  copiously  used  in  the  compilation  of  the  work.  The 
reports  of  the  Union  commanders  are  full  and  fairly  complete.  It  is  to 
be  regretted,  however,  that  the  Confederate  records  are  not  equally 
complete,  due  to  the  great  difficulty  found  in  collecting  them,  and  also 
to  the  fact  that  a  large  part  of  the  archives  of  the  Confederate  Navy 
T  epartment  was  burned  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Frequent  careful 
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searches  throughout  various  parts  of  the  country,  conducted  by  a 
special  agent  of  the  Department,  have  brought  to  light  many  dupli¬ 
cates  of  these  papers,  found  among  the  personal  files  of  participants. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  publication  will  revive  the  interest  of  participants 
in  the  events  referred  to,  and  lead  them  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  the  whereabouts  of  any  papers  bearing  upon  naval  opera¬ 
tions  in  the  civil  war  of  which  the}7  may  have  knowledge. 

The  fifteenth  volume  of  the  records  (Series  J,  vol.  15),  which  has 
recently  been  published  by  the  Department,  gives  the  operations  of  the 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  from  October  1,  1863,  to  Sep¬ 
tember  30,  186-1.  The  present  volume  (Series  I,  vol.  16)  gives  the 
operations  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  from  October  1, 
1861,  to  August  8,  1865;  and  the  operations  of  the  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron  from  June  7  to  December  15,  1861. 

The  reports  and  correspondence  are  placed  chronologically,  with  a 
distinct  heading  for  every  paper.  In  the  record  of  events  in  which 
both  sides  took  part,  the  Confederate  reports  (where  they  could  be 
obtained)  immediately  follow  the  Union  reports,  while  the  miscellane¬ 
ous  Confederate  correspondence  is  placed  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
Reference  to  the  table  of  contents  will  show  the  context  of  .these  Con¬ 
federate  papers.  It  is  believed  that  the  chronological  arrangement  of 
the  records,  in  connection  with  the  full  and  complete  index  to  each 
volume,  will  afford  ample  means  of  reference  to  its  contents  without 
other  subdivision  or  classification.  In  reports  of  special  or  single 
events,  in  which  the  papers  bear  specific  relation  to  those  events,  the 
chronological  order  has  been  somewhat  modified,  and  such  documents 
have  been  placed  together  in  the  compilation. 

Charles  W.  Stewart, 

Compiler. 

Navy  Department, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  May ,  1903. 

Note. — The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  law  governing  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  sets  comprising  the  publication  (act  of  Congress 
approved  July  31,  1891): 

*  *  *  of  said  number,  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 

copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  two  thou¬ 
sand  one  hundred  and  twelve  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  one 
thousand  and  forty-eight  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  Depaitment 
and  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  among  officers  of  the 
Navy  and  contributors  to  the  work.  The  quotas  herein  authorized  of 
said’  publication  for  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
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sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and 
individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representatives,  and 
Delegates  of  the  Fifty-third  Congress,  it  being  the  purpose  of  this  dis¬ 
tribution  herein  provided  for  to  place  these  records  in  public  libraries, 
and  with  permanent  organizations  having  libraries,  so  far  as  such 
libraries  may  exist  in  the  several  States  and  Territories.  Each  Senator 
shall  designate  not  exceeding  twenty -four  and  each  Representative  and 
Delegate  not  exceeding  nineteen  of  such  addresses,  and  the  volumes 
shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time,  as  they  are  published,  until  the  _ 
publication  is  completed;  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be 
distributed  as  provided  herein  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  for  cost  of  publication,  with  ten  per  centum  added  thereto,  and 
the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  two 
or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the  same  address,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Representatives,  or 
Delegates  who  have  designated  the  same,  who  thereupon  may  desig¬ 
nate  other  libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  shall  inform  distributees  at  whose  instance  the  volumes  are  sent. 

The  following  joint  resolution  regarding  the  distribution  of  the 
work  was  approved  January  30,  1896: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  send  the  undis¬ 
tributed  copies  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
both  of  the  Union  and  of  the  Confederate  navies,  to  such  libraries, 
organizations,  and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  before  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  next  Congress  by  the  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-fourth 
Congress  of  the  districts  whose  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-third 
Congress  failed  to  designate  the  distributees  of  their  quota  of  said 
Official  Records,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  Con¬ 
gress  approved  July  thirty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety -four, 
and  the  joint  resolution  approved  March  second,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  to  the  extent  and  in  the  manner  and  form  provided 
in  said  act. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  28, 
1896,  which  increased  the  edition  from  10,000  to  11,000  copies: 

*  *  *  For  printing,  binding,  and  wrapping  one  thousand  addi¬ 

tional  copies  of  series  one,  volumes  one,  two,  three,  and  four,  for  sup¬ 
plying  officers  of  the  Navy  who  have  not  received  the  work,  two 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 


ORDER  OF  COMPILATION  OF  NAVAL  WAR  RECORDS. 


SERIES  I. 


1.  Operations  of  the  Cruisers,  1861-1865. 

Union  cruisers. 

West  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 
West  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1864. 
Confederate  cruisers  and  privateers. 

2.  Operations  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  January  to  June  7,  1861. 

Surrender  of  the  Pensacola  Navy  Yard. 

Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  relief  of  Fort  Pickens. 

3.  Operations  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,  January  to  May  13,  1861. 

Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  attempts  to  relieve  Fort  Sumter. 

Abandonment  and  destruction  of  the  Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Home  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  N. 

4.  Operations  on  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Ward,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Lieutenant  Wyman,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Harwood,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1865. 


Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  N„  May  13  to  Sept.  23,  1861. 
West  India  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Barron,  C.  S.  N. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 
Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  N„  1862-1864. 
James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Forrest  and  Mitchell,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Inland  Waters  of  North  Carolina,  under  Commander  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  N„  1864-1865. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Mitchell  and  Semmes,  C.  S.  N 

*  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Pinkney,  C.  N. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  S.  N.,  1865. 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  N„  1861-1863. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Ingraham,  C.S.  N. 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  N„  1863-1865. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Tucker,  C.  S.  N. 

Naval  Defenses  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  under  Flag-Officers  Hunter  and  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. _ 


♦  The  Confederate- material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  ^ 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval 
War  Records,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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6.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

♦Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  N. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Captain  Greene,  U.  S.  N.,  1864. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

West  Gulf  Blockading.  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 

Mortar  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

Lower  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  J.  K.  Mitchell,  C.  S.  N.,  1862. 

♦Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Randolph,  C.  S.  N. 

Trans-Mississippi  Marine  Department,  under  Major  Leon  Smith,  C.  S.  A. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  N.  (ad  interim),  1863. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  N.,  1864. 

♦Mobile  Defenses,  under  Admiral  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  X.,  1864-1865. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  N.,  1865. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Farrand,  C.  S.  N. 

7.  Operations  on  the  Western  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

♦Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  N. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Officer  Davis,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

♦Mississippi  River  Defense  Fleet,  under  Captain  Montgomery,  C.  S.  A. 

♦  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  R.  F.  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 

♦Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

♦Naval  Defenses  of  Red  River,  Louisiana,  under  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Carter,  C.  S.  N. 

♦The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval 
War  Records,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR  SERVING  IN  THE  SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING 
SQUADRON,  OCTOBER  1,  186 4,  TO  AUGUST  6,  1865. 


Name. 

Rate. 

Tonnage. 

Class. 

Crew. 

Guns. 

Fourth  ... 

326 

Bark . 

27 

2 

Fourth  ... 

300 

Screw  steamer . 

58 

4 

Fourth  . . . 

182 

. do . 

40 

3 

Fourth  ... 

195 

. do . 

32 

2 

Fourth  ... 

220 

. do . 

42 

2 

■Rihh 

Coast-survev  steamer . 

35 

Fourth  ... 

540 

68 

6 

Fourth  ... 

210 

Mortar  schooner . 

45 

3 

Fourth  ... 

630 

Screw  steamer . 

70 

7 

Third . 

858 

. do . 

96 

10 

198 

. do . 

40 

2 

1, 395 

. do . 

163 

11 

Third . 

1,034 

Ironclad  steamer . . 

85 

2 

Fourth  ... 

82 

Screw  steamer . 

19 

2 

Fourth  ... 

160 

. do . 

37 

3 

Third . 

844 

Ironclad  steamer . 

74 

2 

Tender . 

1 

Fourth  . . . 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

26 

0 

650 

. do . 

171 

10 

Fourth  . . . 

507 

Screw  steamer . . . 

85 

4 

Third . 

860 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

122 

10 

Fourth  ... 

128 

Screw  steamer . 

19 

2 

133 

. do . 

24 

2 

532 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

75 

6 

Third . 

955 

. do . . 

125 

9 

160 

. do . 

28 

2 

520 

Screw  steamer . 

83 

7 

111 

. do . 

22 

2 

150 

Mortar  schooner . 

33 

5 

Fourth  . . . 

1,124 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

80 

4 

192 

Screw  steamer . 

50 

5 

350 

. do . 

70 

8 

556 

Bark . 

87 

9 

iJlliail  AUOU. 

699 

Screw  steamer . 

73 

3 

297 

Bark . 

79 

6 

Third . 

963 

Screw'  steamer . 

140 

9 

900 

. do . 

92 

6 

121 

Schooner . 

16 

1 

622 

Bark . 

101 

7 

Fourth  ... 

274 

Mortar  schooner . 

26 

6 

Fourth  ... 

87 

. do . 

24 

2 

222 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

45 

3 

81 

Screw  steamer . 

25 

3 

546 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

72 

3 

Third . 

713 

Screw  steamer . 

88 

3 

Hope . 

Fourth  ... 

134 

Schooner . 

13 

1 
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UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR  SERVING  IN  THE  SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING 
SQUADRON,  OCTOBER  1,  1865,  TO  AUGUST  6,  1865— ■ Continued. 


Name. 

Rate. 

Tonnage. 

Class. 

Crew. 

Guns. 

1, 240 

Screw  steamer . 

160 

13 

507 

. do . 

76 

4 

Fourth  ... 

224 

. do . 

29 

2 

Iris 

159 

. do . 

34 

2 

Third . 

1,151 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

120 

8 

401 

62 

6 

Third . 

700 

•Ship . 

118 

8 

246 

Mortar  schooner . 

44 

3 

Fourth  . . . 

90 

Screw  steamer . 

15 

2 

1,240 

. do . 

160 

14 

Fourth  ... 

450 

Bark . 

95 

5 

Fourth  . . . 

180 

Screw  steamer . 

29 

4 

Fourth  . . . 

125 

. do . 

26 

2 

Second  ... 

844 

Ironclad  steamer . 

80* 

2 

Schooner . 

(*) 

860 

Screw  steamer . 

97 

7 

218 

. do . 

45 

3 

Third . 

832 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

145 

6 

1,034 

Ironclad  steamer . 

92 

2 

Mail  . 

Schooner . 

627 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

115 

12 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

81 

4 

Third 

757 

. do . 

60 

3 

Third... 

791 

. do . 

100 

7 

Midnight . 

886 

Bark . 

70 

7 

Mingoe . 

Third . . . 

974 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

146 

10 

Fourth  .. 

459 

Screw  steamer . 

65 

8 

Mohican . 

Third  . . 

994 

. do . 

150 

10 

Monadnock . 

1,564 

Ironclad  steamer . 

146 

4 

Montauk . 

Third. . . 

844 

. do . 

67 

2 

Nahant . 

Third... 

844 

. do . 

76 

2 

Nantucket . 

Third 

844 

. do . . 

85 

2 

National  Guard . 

1,046 

Ship . 

85 

5 

New  Hampshire . 

2,633 

. do . 

125 

10 

New  Ironsides . 

First . . . 

3, 486 

Screw  steamer . . 

449 

20 

Nipsic . 

593 

. do . . 

91 

5 

Norfolk  Packet . 

Fourth  . . . 

349 

Mortar  schooner . 

40 

4 

Norwich . 

431 

80 

6 

0.  M.  Pettit . 

165 

30 

2 

Oleander . 

246 

. do . 

35 

2 

Orvetta . •. . 

171 

25 

3 

Ottawa . 

Fourth  . . . 

507 

90 

5 

Para . 

190 

34 

3 

Passaic . 

Third . 

844 

70 

2 

Patapsco . 

Third . 

844 

72 

2 

Paul  Jones . 

Third . 

863 

148 

9 

Pawnee . 

1,289 

151 

ii 

Percy  Drayton . 

Fourth  . . . 

Sloop . 

(*) 

Perry . 

280 

67 

9 

Philadelphia . 

Fourth  .. 

500 

24 

1 

Pontiac . 

Third . 

974 

172 

14 

Potomska . 

Fourth  ... 

287 

77 

5 

Preston . 

Fourth  ... 

428 

(*) 

Racer . 

Fourth  ... 

252 

36 

3 

*No  ro 

Us. 

LIST  OF  UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR, 
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UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR  SERVING  IN  TIIE  SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING 
SQUADRON,  OCTOBER  1,  1S6A,  TO  AUGUST  6,  1865— Continued. 


Name. 

Rate. 

Tonnage. 

Class. 

Crew. 

Guns. 

Rescue . 

Fourth  . . . 

Ill 

20 

1 

St.  Louis . . . 

Third . 

700 

183 

18 

Sangamon . 

Third . 

844 

85 

2 

Santiago  de  Cuba . 

1,567 

143 

11 

Sarah  Bruen . 

233 

36 

3 

Saratoga . 

Third . 

882 

Ship . 

182 

22 

Sea  Foam . 

264 

25 

2 

Seneca  . 

507 

84 

4 

Shenandoah . 

Second  . . . 

1,378 

. do . 

171 

10 

Third . 

955 

165 

7 

217 

32 

4 

Third . 

1,165 

105 

8 

Third . 

1,204 

113 

8 

600 

72 

5 

547 

88 

7 

240 

37 

2 

Tender . 

(*) 

Fourth  ... 

184 

Mortar  schooner . 

29 

5 

Tender . 

(♦) 

Second  . . . 

1,533 

Screw  steamer . 

163 

18 

Third . 

997 

. do . 

172 

10 

Fourth  ... 

507 

. do . 

90 

6 

Fourth  ... 

402 

Ship . 

36 

First . 

3,360 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

209 

17 

First . 

3, 274 

Screw  steamer . 

568 

48 

270 

. do . 

75 

5 

Fourth  ... 

645 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

86 

3 

378 

. do . 

73 

3 

Third . 

844 

Ironclad  steamer . 

72 

2 

Wild  Cat.. 

Fourth  ... 

30 

Schooner . 

52 

1 

Fourth  ... 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

93 

6 

507 

. do . . 

80 

4 

♦No  rolls. 
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LIST  OF  UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR. 


UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR  SERVING  IN  THE  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON, 

JUNE  7  TO  DECEMBER  IB,  1S61. 


Name. 

Rate. 

Tonnage. 

Class. 

Crew. 

Guns. 

2,070 

Screw  steamer . 

259 

25 

3,425 

. do . 

525 

46 

649 

. do . 

70 

8 

94 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

(*) 

1 

1,600 

. do . 

130 

9 

Third  .... 

1,012 

Ship . 

65 

6 

1,100 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

101 

5 

Third . 

817 

Screw  steamer . 

97 

3 

J.  C.  Kuhn . 

888 

Bark . 

70 

6 

666 

Ship . 

80 

16 

Third . 

1,155 

Screw  steamer . 

112 

6 

1,692 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

229 

12 

787 

Screw  steamer  . 

66 

5 

625 

. do . 

50 

3 

Third . 

1,046 

51 

4 

221 

47 

5 

Niagara  . 

4, 582 

. do . 

387 

12 

Nightingale . 

Third . 

1,066 

Ship . 

51 

4 

Pampero . 

Second  . . . 

1,375 

. do . 

50 

2 

Potomac . 

1,708 

. do . 

331 

34 

Powhatan . 

First . 

2,415 

217 

16 

Preble . 

Fourth  . . . 

566 

Ship . 

65 

10 

R.  R.  Cuyler . 

Third . 

1,200 

134 

10 

Rachel  Seaman . 

Fourth  . . . 

3031 

Schooner . . 

13 

2 

Rhode  Island . 

Second  . . . 

1,517 

116 

4 

Richmond . 

Second  . . . 

1,929 

260 

16 

Sabine . 

Second  . . . 

1,726 

Ship . 

375 

49 

St.  Louis . 

Third . 

700 

. do . 

118 

18 

Sam.  Houston . 

Fourth  ... 

15 

1 

Santee . 

Second  . . . 

1,726 

497 

50 

Santiago  de  Cuba . 

Second  . . . 

1,567 

164 

10 

South  Carolina . 

Third . 

1,150 

115 

5 

Susquehanna . 

First . 

2,450 

964 

15 

Vincennes . 

Third . 

700 

169 

19 

Wanderer . 

Fourth  ... 

300 

Schooner . . , 

26 

3 

Water  W7itch . 

Fourth  ... 

378 

56 

Wyandotte . 

Fourth  . . . 

464 

71 

5 

*No  rolls. 


CALENDAR 

• 

1861. 

JUNE. 

JULY. 

AUGUST. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

p. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

P. 

Sat. 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

2 

3 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

28 

29 

30 

31 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

30 

SEPTEMBER. 

OCTOBER. 

NOVEMBER. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

P. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

1 

9| 

3 

4 

5 

1 

2 

8 
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10 
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18 
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26 

27 

28 
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21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

17 
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23 

29 

30 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 
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Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

P. 

Sat. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

1864. 

OCTOBER.  • 

NOVEMBER. 

DECEMBER. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

P. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1 
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3 
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5 
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8 
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7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 
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18 

19 

11 

12 
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17 

16 

17 

18 
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20 

21 

22 

20 
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23 

24 

25 

26 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 
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27 

28 

29 

30 
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26 

27 
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29 

30 

31 

30 

31 
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CYLEISTIIYR. 


1865. 


JANUAEY. 

FEBRUARY. 

MARCH. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

1 

9 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 
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6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

n 

5 
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30 

31 

i 

APRIL. 

MAY. 
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Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

1 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
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2 
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7 
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26 
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20 
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30 
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• 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 
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SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


FROM  OCTOBER  1,  1864,  TO  AUGUST  8,  1865. 


Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  So 

October  i,  186 If. 


•on. 


Vessel. 

Station. 

Potomska . 

Do . 

♦Mangham . 

Adger. . 

Pawnee . 

Flambeau . 

Pontiac . 

Mingoe  . 

Nipsic . 

Acacia . 

Wamsutta . 

Azalea . 

Geranium . 

Catskill . 

Sangamon . 

Nantucket . 

Lehigh . 

Home . 

*Adams . 

Clover  . 

Amaranthus . 

Dandelion . 

Catalpa . 

. do . 

Montauk . 

McDonough  . 

♦Smith . 

Stettin . 

♦Percy  Drayton . 

. do . 1 

Stono . 

North  Edisto . 

♦Saratoga . . 

♦Williams . 

St.  Helena . .. 

♦Wild  Cat . 

♦New  Hampshire . 

Cimarron . 

. do . 

Philadelphia . 

. do . 

Arethusa  . 

Chatham . 

Pettit . 

Larkspur  . 

. do . 

♦Norfolk  Packet . 

. do . 

♦Bruen . 

. do . 

South  Carolina . 

Tybee  Island . 

Memphis . 

. ...  .do . 

♦Swift . 

. do . 

. do . 

♦Thunder . 

. do . 

Flag . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

St.  Catherine’s . 

Sapelo . 

♦Griffith . 

Altamaha . 

Remarks. 


Outside  the  bar. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Inside  the  bar. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Repairing. 


Tender. 


Tender. 


Tender. 


Tender. 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  October  1,  1864  Con- 

tinued. 


Vessel. 

Station. 

Remarks. 

St.  Simon’s . 

St.  Andrew’s . . 

*Pcity  _  Fernand  ina . 

.  St.John’s . 

Jaa'1B .  ..  Mosquito  rinletl  . 

Repairing. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

*tt — ^  . . do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

_ do . 

Repairing;  tender. 

Repairing. 

. do . 

. do . 

Hospital  ship. 

Health  ship. 

Relieve  and  communicate. 

Special  duty. 

Do. 

Southern  stations  with  stores. 

North. 

North  for  repairs. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

- 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Sunk  or  stranded. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Water  Witch . 

Columbine . 

. 

Captured. 

Do. 

I 

*  Sailing  vessels. 


John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Iiear-Admlral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

The  vessels  marked  “tenders”  are  little  craft,  manned  by  two  or 
three  men,  and  used  to  communicate  with  depot.  The  P.  Drayton 
is  an  exchange. 

J.  A.  D. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Daldgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  commanding  officers 
to  drill  crews  for  operations  on  shore. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  (?.,  October  1,  186 Jf. 
By  an  order  of  August  8  I  directed  the  commanders  of  vessels  to 
select  and  drill  certain  portions  of  their  crews  for  landing. 

They  will  now  detail  all  of  such  as-  can  properly  leave  the  vessel 
for  a  limited  period  and  organize  them  into  sections  of  20  men,  half 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


5 


companies  of  40  men,  and  companies  of  80  men.  Howitzer  crews 
detailed  and  drilled,  ready  for  landing. 

These  are  to  be  commanded  by  the  officers  who  have  most  aptitude 
for  such  duty,  and  by  petty  officers  acting'  as  sergeants  and  corporals. 

The  arms  of  all  kinds  are  to  be  carefully  looked  after  every  day, 
and  the  boats  kept  in  readiness,  so  that  at  the  least  notice  the  landing- 
force  may  leave  in  a  time  not  exceeding  one  hour. 

John  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Rejyort  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Semmes ,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
IT.  S.  S.  Lehigh,  regarding  additional  means  of  exit  from  the  pilot 
house  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Lehigh, 

Off  Morris  Island ,  South  Carolina,  October  1, 186 f 
Sir:  As  there  are  no  means  of  exit,  when  necessary  to  do  so  in  a 
hurry,  from  the  pilot  house  of  these  vessels,  I  respectfully  request 
permission  to  cut  a  manhole  in  the  top  of  this  vessel’s  pilot  house. _ 

A  hole  18  inches  by  16  would  be  sufficiently  large,  1  should  think, 
and  the  work  could  be  very  readily  done  by  our  own  people. 

The  top  of  the  pilot  house  is  thicker  than  any  other  horizontal  sur¬ 
face  (composed  entirely  of  iron)  on  board;  and  of  the  two  chances,  I 
would  prefer  that  by  shot  to  that  by  drowning,  in  the  event  of  being 
sunk  by  a  torpedo. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Semmes, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Daiilgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Daldgren,  IT.  S.  Navy,  giving _  information 
regarding  the  draft  over  Charleston  Bar  during  spnng  tides. 

xj0  ivq  |  .  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  October®,  186 f 
Sir-  The  Department  asks  me,  “  What  is  the  greatest  possible  draft 
that  can  be  taken  over  the  bar  at  Charleston  during  the  spring  tides? 

Captain  Boutelle  tells  me  that  he  has  twice  had  19  feet,  in  a  period 
of  five  months.  Once  when  the  Ironsides  crossed  with  Admiral 

Du  Pont. 

The  chief  pilot  says  21  feet.  , 

The  latter  I  believe  to  be  exaggerated,  and  the  former  only  occurred 

tWThe  average  depth  at  spring  tides  may  be  set  down  at  18  feet,  and 
it  is  an  extraordinary  circumstance  when  this  is  exceeded— certainly 
not  to  be  counted  on.  ,  ,, 

The  easterly  winds  which  swell  the  tides  also  create  a  sea  on  the 
bar  and  the  concurrence  of  a  spring  tide  with  an  easterly  wind  that 
leaves  a  smooth  bar  is  evidently  to  be  hoped  for,  rather  than  expected. 
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The  Ironsides  drew  not  fully  16  feet  when  I  crossed  in  July,  1863, 
and  the  chief  pilot  allowed  two  or  three  days  of  the  spring  tide  to  pass 
before  he  would  venture.  I  think  it  was  needlessly  cautious;  still, 
even  with  an  ordinary  swell  on  a  bar  in  the  open  sea  it  is  safe  to  have 
a  foot  to  spare  under  the  bottom  of  a  vessel,  especially  if  she  has  a 
screw. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  S.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Retry ,  regarding  the  delivery 
of  confidential  order  for  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  C.  S.  Navy. 

No.  192.]  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal ,  October  3 ,  186f 

Sir:  The  Department’s  confidential  communication  of  the  22d*  Sep¬ 
tember  was  received  by  me  late  on  the  28th,  and  in  twenty-four  hours 
afterwards  the  Wabash  sailed  for  Hampton  Roads. 

The  confidential  order  for  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  will  be  delivered 
to  him  as  soon  as  he  reaches  this  place,  and  I  am  awaiting  his  arrival 
for  that  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Adm  iral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  to  transmit  chart  giving  latest  information  regarding  Confed¬ 
erate  works  and  obstructions  in  Charleston  Harbor. 


Navy  Department,  October  J,  186f 
Sir:  The  Department  desires  you  to  mark  on  the  Coast-Survey  chart 
of  Charleston  Harbor  all  the  latest  information  of  the  rebel  works  of 
all  descriptions,  including  everything  relative  to  obstructions,  and 
transmit  it  to  the  Department  with  any  suggestions  on  the  subject  that 
you  may  deem  proper  to  make. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  S.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


tor  correspondence  of  Navy  Department  with  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  relative 
to  his  aiding  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  in  the  proposed  attack  upon  defenses  of  Wil¬ 
mington  N.  C  dated  September  9  and  22  and  October  17,  1864,  see  Series  I,  volume 
10,  pp.  449,  472,  and  569. 
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Order  of  Rear- Admired  DaJdgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-  Com¬ 
mander  Stillwell ,  U  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  sunken  steamer 
Sumter. 

Flag-Steamer  i  hiladelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S'.  (7. ,  October  3,  186 f 
Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours*  of  27th  ultimo,  and  say  in  reply: 

If  you  are  unable  to  raise  the  sunken  steamer  Sumter ,  then  let 
General  Hatch  do  so;  we  have  had  the  opportunity  for  six  months. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear- Admired,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieut.  Commander  James  Stillwtell, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Ottawa ,  Senior  Officer  in  the  St.  John’s. 


Order  of  Rear- Admired  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
Crosby ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Harvest 
Moon . 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G. ,  October  5,  186 f 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron  and  will, 
without  delay,  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Harvest  Moon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting-  Master  John  K.  Crosby,  U.  S.  Navy, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Cimarron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Swann,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving 
information  obtained  from  deserters. 

U.  S.  S.  Potomska, 
Winyah  Bay,  October  5,  186 f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  sehd  to  Charleston,  by 
the  Laburnum,  Sergeant  James  A.  Crinnian,  Company  I,  Seventh 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  Private  Isaac  Ferguson,  First  Brigade  band, 
Second  Cavalry  Division,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  who  effected  their 
escape  from  the  enemy.  I  also  send  11  privates,  Company  B,  German 
Artillery  (rebel),  who  deserted  from  Battery  IV  hite.  I  rom  them  I 
gain  the  following  information  and  send  you  a  chart  showing  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  forces  around  Georgetown:  The  deserters  report  great  dis¬ 
satisfaction  among  the  troops,  particularly  the  Germans,  who,  they 
say,  would  desert  without  an  exception  were  they  not  so  strictly 
guarded.  I  find  the  river  so  strongly  picketed  I  can  give  them  very 
fittle  assistance.  At  Battery  White  there  are  ten  guns;  the  position 
and  caliber  are  given  in  chart.  In  rear  of  battery  there  is  a  section  of 
artillery  consisting  of  two  rifled  12-pounders;  the  remainder  of  the 
company,  commanded  by  Captain  Gaillard,  is  at  McClellanville.  Iwo 


*  Not  found. 


8 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


companies  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  Captains  Kirk  and  Walker,  are 
directly  in  rear  of  Battery  White  (see  chart).  There  are  but  25  men  in 
Georgetown  doing  picket  duty,  and  two  companies  of  cavalry  on  Wac- 
camaw  Neck.  There  are  400  men  encamped  6  miles  from  the  town — 
cavalry  and  infantry.  General  Trapier  is  in  command.  One  of  the 
Germans  (who  was  in  Charleston  a  short  time  since)  says  there  are 
four  large  quaker  guns  in  battery  at  Mount  Pleasant.  A  schooner 
ran  out  from  Georgetown  about  three  weeks  since,  and  the  parties  are 
daily  expected  to  return  in  a  steamer  and  run  either  into  the  Santee 
River  or  Georgetown.  I  shall  keep  a  bright  lookout  for  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  P.  Swann, 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Potomska. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Daiilgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Lee,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  discovery  o  f 
a  sunken  steamer  near  the  wrecks  of  the  Georg  t  ana  and  Mary  Bower*, 
of  Charleston. 

U.  S.  S.  Wamsutta, 

Off  Charleston,  October  6,  186 f 

Sir:  At  daylight  this  morning,  while  lying  at  anchor  on  my  station 
in  2£  fathoms  water,  the  inner  buoy  on  Rattlesnake  Shoal  bearing  S. 
£  W.,  distant  about  half  a  mile,  1  discovered  a  strange  steamer  sunk 
near  the  wrecks  of  the  Georg iana  and  Mary  Bowers.  She  has  two 
masts,  two  smokestacks,  and  side  wheels. 

I  immediately  went  in  a  boat  to  examine  her,  but  as  she  is  completely 
submerged  in  about  3  fathoms  water  I  could  ascertain  nothing  about 
her  except  that  she  is  a  Clyde-built  vessel,  of  the  class  of  the  Mary 
Bowers,  and  was  evidently  bound  in. 

My  opinion  is  that  she  struck  the  wreck  of  the  Georgiana  and  put 
her  wheel  hard  astarboard  to  clear  it,  thus  bringing  her  head  offshore 
and  sinking  so  suddenly  that  she  barely  had  time  to  take  to  her  boats. 
She  lies  about  250  yards  from  and  outside  of  the  wrecks  of  the  Georgi¬ 
ana  and  Mary  Boiqgrs. 

If  divers  could  get  to  work  on  her  before  she  breaks  up  no  doubt 
but  that  most  of  her  cargo,  if  she  has  any,  could  be  saved. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ciias.  W.  Lee, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Commander  T.  H.  Patterson, 

Commanding  Outside  Blockade  off  Charleston. 


Report  of  Commander  Patterson,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  positions  of  ves¬ 
sels  on  the  outer  blockade. 


U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 

Off  Charleston  Bar,  Octobor  7,  186 A 
Sir:  I  regret  to  learn  that  two. steamers  escaped  the  blockade  last 
night,  though  it  was  a  favorable  night  for  blockade-running  purposes. 
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I  think  the  outside  blockading  vessels  are  now  stationed  to  the  best 
advantage,  and  herewith  send  you  the  position  of  each  vessel: 

Flanweau ,  south  of  Swash  Channel  about  14  miles,  in  latitude  32° 
43'  N.,  longitude  79°  48'  25"  W. 

Azalea,  short  distance  north  of  North  Channel,  in  about  latitude  32° 
44'  20"  N.,  longitude  79°  48'  50"  W. 

Laburnum ,  14  miles  or  less  (according  to  the  darkness  of  the  night) 
off  Breach  Inlet,  in  about  latitude  32°  45'  N.,  longitude  79°  48'  10"  W. 

Pontiac ,  H  miles  or  less  (according  to  the  darkness  of  the  night) 
southeast  of  Breach  Inlet,  in  about  latitude  32°  45'  35"  N.,  longitude 
79°  47'  12"  W. 

Wamsutta ,  in  about  latitude  32°  46'  N.,  longitude  79°  46'  10"  W. 

Nipsic:  Her  former  cruising  ground  was  from  west  end  of  Rattle¬ 
snake  Shoal  to  the  southward  and  westward  until  Ilousatonic  bore  S. 
nearly  1  mile.  Last  night  she  was  anchored  in  about  latitude  32°  44' 
15"  N.,  longitude  79°  46'  15"  W.  To-night  she  will  move  nearer  to 
Rattlesnake  Shoal. 

Pawnee,  since  she  has  been  disabled,  has  remained  at  anchor  near 
the  Ilousatonic . 

M Ingoe  keeps  underway,  and  has  cruised  from  a  little  to  the  north¬ 
ward  of  the  Ilousatonic  to  the  Flambeau,  and  thence  skirting  the  shoal 
to  the  southward  one-half  mile  and  back. 

James  Adger  keeps  underway,  and  has  cruised  from  the  Ilousatonic 
toward  the  center  of  Rattlesnake  Shoal  and  back,  bringing  the  Ilousa¬ 
tonic  to  bear  N.  E.  by  N. 

I  enclose  a  rough  tracing*  showing  the  position  of  vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  IT.  Patterson, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston  Bar. 

Captain  J.  E.  Green, 

Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 


Report  of  Captain  Green,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  movements  of  blockade- 
runners  and  the  condition  of  the  sunken  steamer  Constance. 

U.  S.  Sloop  John  Adams, 

Off  Morris  Island,  South  Carolina,  Octobers ,  lSGf 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  6th  instant  I  trans¬ 
ferred,  agreeably  to  your  instructions,  the  rebel  paroled  prisoners, 
and  delivered  alf  letters  and  packages  in  my  possession  authorized  by 
you  to  be  delivered  to  the  enemy  under  a  Hag  of  truce. 

Night  before  last  we  had  two  alarms  of  attempts  to  run  the  block¬ 
ade.  ”  On  the  first  a  steamer  outward  bound  was  turned  back  by  the 
inside  blockade.  On  the  second,  from  the  best  information  1  have  at 
present  obtained,  a  large  propeller  ran  in  and  a  side-wheel  steamei 
ran  out.  Neither  were  seen  by  the  outside  blockading  vessels. 

Last  night  a  signal  was  made  for  a  steamer  running  out,  but  I  think 
it  will  prove  to  be  a  false  alarm,  as  no  guns  were  fired. 

By  an  intercepted  rebel  dispatch  we  learn  that  the  steamer  discov¬ 
ered  sunk  off  Long  Island  on  the  6th  instant  was  named  the  Constance. 


*  Not  found. 
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She  is  completely  submerged,  preventing  the  character  of  her  cargo 
from  being  ascertained. 

I  enclose  herewith  Acting  Master  Lee’s  report  respecting  her.* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Green, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahl gren,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-  General 

Foster ,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  list  of  ordnance  stores  loaned  to  the 

Army. 

F lag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  October  8 ,  186 f 

General:  I  herewith  enclose  a  list  of  ordnance  stores  loaned  by  the 
navy  to  the  army. 

Concerning  the  six  100-pounder  Parrott  rifles,  the  Bureau  of  Ord¬ 
nance,  under  date  of  August  16,  1861,  writes: 

The  Bureau  is  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  better  for  Major-General  Foster  to  inform 
the  war  office  of  the  transfer  having  been  made,  and  request  that  directions  may  be 
given  Mr.  Parrott  to  furnish  the  Navy  with  an  equal  number  of  100-pounders. 

Be  pleased,  therefore,  to  suggest  this  course  of  proceeding  to  Major-General  Fos¬ 
ter. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear- Admired,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron . 

Major-General  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Dept,  of  the  South,  Headquarters,  Hilton  Head. 


Order  of  Captain  Green,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Patterson,  U.  S. 

Navy,  to  ascertain  the  cause  oj  the  inefficiency  of  the  outer  blockade . 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams, 

Off  Morris  Island ,  South  Carolina,  October  9,  186 f 

Sir.  About  half  past  1  o’clock  last  night  one  side-wheel  steamer  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  running  in,  another  made  the  attempt  and  was  turned  back 
both  in  Maffitt’s  Channel.  The  latter  will  probably  try  again  to-night! 

,  ,  £url  was  fii’ed  or  signal  made  outside  of  an  attempt  to  violate  the 
blocks-QG. 

Please  enquire  particularly  in  regard  to  the  position  of  the  vessels 
stationed  ofl'  the  entrance  of  Maflitt’s  Channel  and  that  vicinity,  and, 
if  possible,  ascertain  why  vessels  running  in  or  out  are  so  seldom  seen 
by  them. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  F.  Green, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 

Commander  Tuos.  11.  Patterson, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  James  Adger,  Senior •  Officer  Offshore  Blockade. 


*  See  October  6. 
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Report  of  Commander  Patterson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  denying  any  knowledge 
of  inefficiency  on  the  part  of  the  vessels  on  the  o  lder  blockade. 


U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 

Off  Charleston  Bar ,  October  9 ,  186 f 

Sir:  All  the  commanding  officers  expressed  themselves  as  confi¬ 
dent  that  nothing-  could  have  passed  in  or  out  last  night  without  being 
discovered,  until  I  informed  them  of  the  fact  as  stated  in  your  letter 
of  this  date. 

The  Mingoe  occupied  the  station  suggested  by  you,  between  the 
west  buoy  of  Rattlesnake  and  Long  Island. 

The  Wamsutta  was  to  the  eastward  of  the  wreck,  well  in  toward 
Long  Island,  with  a  picket  boat  between  her  and  the  beach. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Luce  informs  me  that  when  the  moon  went 
down  he  moved  the  Pontiac  nearer  to  the  beach,  and  never  has  been  so 
near  it  as  last  night,  though  he  has  always  taken  a  station  well  in.  To¬ 
night  and  hereafter  he  will  have  a  picket  boat  inshore  of  him. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Cavendy,  south  of  the  Swash,  is 
equally  confident  that  he  could  have  discovered  anything  passing  the 
Flambeau. 

The  Laburnum  and  Azalea  occupied  the  stations  as  reported  to  you, 
and  the  commanding  officers  state  that  they  had  the  beach  clearly  in 
sight  all  night. 

For  myself  I  can  only  state  that  I  did  my  best,  eager  and  anxious, 
not  only  as  the  commander  of  a  blockading  vessel,  but  as  senior  officer 
outside,  that  nothing  should  escape  us. 

I  am  satisfied  from  my  experience  on  blockading  duty  that  vessels 
can  not  be  discovered  without  good  glasses;  this  ship  has  two,  and  one 
of  these  is  in  the  picket  boat. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Patterson, 

Co7nmander  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston  Bar. 

Captain  J.  F.  Green, 

Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  DaJdgren ,  If.  S.  Navy ,  announcing  the  arrival 

of  the  XJ.  S.  schooner  Orvetta. 

No.  506.1  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal ,  S.  C. ,  October  11,  1864- 

Sir:  I  have  to  announce  to  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  schooner 
Orvetta ,  Acting  Master  William  Fates,  commanding,  has  arrived  on 
this  station  and  has  been  assigned  duty  in  the  squadron  as  a  store 
vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


12 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Daldgren ,  TI.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Green , 

£/!  /S'.  Navy ,  senior,  officer  off  Charleston ,  enjoining  vigilance  against 

an  attach  on  monitors  by  boarding. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  October  l®,  186 j. 

Sir:  I  desire  you  to  put  the  monitors  on  their  guard  against  any 
attempt  to  get  large  bodies  of  rebels  on  the  deck  of  the  one  in  advance, 
at  night. 

It  is  rumored  that  a  very  large  number  of  boats  are  building  in 
Charleston,  and  the  desperate  condition  of  the  rebel  affairs  would 
justify  any  risk  of  life  to  obtain  an  advantage.  It  would  be  well  if  the 
hawsers  on  the  extreme  of  the  fenders  were  exchanged  for  a  light 
chain. 

There  should  also  be  boarding  nettings  on  each  monitor,  and  the 
hatches  well  watched. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  J.  F.  Green,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State ,  regard¬ 
ing  French  subjects  desiring  to  leave  the  Confederate  States. 


Navy  Department,  October  12,  186 j. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of 
the  7th  and  11th  instant,  with  their  respective  enclosures  from  Mr. 
Geofroy,  the  charge  d’affaires  of  France,  relative  to  the  request  for 
permission  to  send  in  one  or  two  French  vessels  of  war  to  Charleston 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  such  French  subjects  as  may  be  disposed 
to  leave  the  insurrectionary  States. 

Some  other  port  would  be  preferable  at  this  time  for  carrying  out 
the  proposed  arrangement. 

Charleston  is  under  constant  fire  and  neutral  vessels  might  be  sub¬ 
jected  to  danger  and  inconvenience  there.  We  could  not  well  suspend 
our  operations  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  French  men-of-war  to 
enter  and  French  subjects  to  embark.  Mobile  is  a  more  desirable  port 
for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  in  view. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Navy. 


Hon.  Wm.  IT.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Daldgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  monitors. 

No.  510.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  October  12,  186 j. 
Sir:  I  transmit  for  the  information  of  the  Department  two  samples 
of  tubes  taken  from  the  boilers  of  the  Nahant.  They  will  best  show 
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the  Department  the  nature  of  the  difficulty  that  has  nearly  disabled 
every  one  of  the  monitors.  That  it  should  not  have  been  so  is  evident 
from  the  fact  of  its  being-  overcome,  but  to  effect  this  my  own  time 
and  personal  attention  has  been  requisite.  One  of  the  tubes  referred 
to  is  closed  entirely  by  deposit,  and  eleven  such  have  occurred  so  far. 

The  diameter  of  the  other  tube,  and  this  represents  the  back  tubes  of 
the  boilers,, has  been  reduced  by  the  scale  to  a  mean  of  0.916  inch,  hav¬ 
ing-  been  originally  1.75  inches,  so  that  the  area  of  the  section  is  about 
two-fifths  of  what  it  was. 

The  Patapsco  has  just  left,  having  her  tubes  scaled  entirely,  except 
two  or  three  hundred  in  front. 

The  shot-proof  of  the  stack  has  been  removed,  having  been  badly 
damaged  by  a  shell  from  the  Patapsco1  s  own  XV-inch  gun  in  the 
engagement  with  the  forts,  September  8,  1S63.  The  shell  penetrated 
one  side  entirely,  and  burst  with  severe  effect  on  the  other  side. 

As  an  instance  of  the  capacity  of  shell  to  penetrate  heavy  thick¬ 
nesses  of  iron,  I  transmit  the  old  shot-proof  smoke  pipe  to  Philadel¬ 
phia,  and  would  suggest  that  it  be  sent  to  the  ordnance  yard,  Washing¬ 
ton,  for  the  naval  school,  or  such  other  disposition  as  the  Department 
may  think  most  proper. 

A  new  shot-proof  was  got  in  place,  and  the  deck  beam,  that  had  set¬ 
tled  considerably,  supported  by  a  heavy  iron  stanchion.  It  was  a 
heavy  piece  of  work  for  this  small  establishment,  and  the  engineers 
(Danby  and  Young)  deserve  credit  for  the  execution  with  such  limited 
means. 

The  Nahant  will  have  about  two-thirds  of  her  tubes  scaled  when  she 
leaves. 

The  Montauk  (quite  as  bad)  has  been  on  duty  but  two  or.  three 
weeks  since  May.  She  has  now  one  boiler  cleaned,  and  is  beginning 
on  the  other. 

The  Sangamon  and  Nantucket  will  follow  in  turn.  The  Passaic  and 
Catskill  are  not  so  bad,  having  been  scaled  to  some  extent. 

The  frequent  changes  in  the  commanders  and  engineers  of  the  mon¬ 
itors  have,  no  doubt,  contributed  largely  to  this  state  of  things  by 
dividing  the  responsibility,  and  making  it  almost  impossible  to  fix  it 
anywhere. 

The  foulness  of  the  bottoms  was  another  evil  which  concurred  with 
the  diminished  steam  power  to  reduce  the  speed,  so  that  some  of  the 
monitors  barely  moved  against  the  tide. 

This,  too,  is  being  mastered  rapidly  by  the  new  arrangements.  The 
corps  of  divers  that  I  have  created  makes  it  certain  that  a  bottom  can 
be  cleaned  in  a  week,  and  so  I  hope  that  no  more  will  be  heard  of  this 
trouble. 

The  party  that  worked  by  contract  was  entirely  unable  to  overcome 
the  difficulty  by  cleaning  with  sufficient  rapidity,  and  cost  $1,500  per 
month;  doubling  the  force  makes  it  $3,000  per  month. 

The  new  corps  consists  of  one  acting  volunteer  lieutenant  and  two 
acting  masters,  all  experienced  divers,  with  six  men,  whose  pay  I  fixed 
for  the  time  at  $60  per  month,  making  about  $700  per  month,  or  one- 
fourth  the  contract  price. 

So  far  as  I  can  now  judge,  the  measure  gives  every  promise  of  the 

greatest  advantage  at  low  cost.  .  . 

Still  I  do  not  propose  to  make  any  recommendation  for  the  decision 
of  the  Department  until  the  whole  matter  has  been  thoroughly  tested 
by  further  experience;  it  is  too  important  to  be  dealt  with  hastily. 
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All  I  can  say  is  that  1  hope  to  have  the  monitors  beyond  the  risk  of 
disability  very  soon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  plan  of 

torpedo  and  its  trial. 

No.  511.]  ~  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  October  13,  186 f 

Sir:  I  am  able  to  say  that  after  much  personal  attention  to  the  sub¬ 
ject  a  plan  of  torpedo  has  been  arrived  at  which  promises  to  work 
well,  certainly  better  than  any  that  1  have  seen.  The  trial  was  made 
with  a  torpedo  of  100  pounds,  and  a  huge  column  of  water  was  thrown 
up  so  high  that  it  wet  those  who  were  in  my  barge,  as  well  as  the  boat 
that  made  the  discharge. 

Iii  order  to  have  some  of  these  fit  for  use  without  delay,  and  not 
finding  suitable  material  here  for  a  rapid  production  of  a  number,  I 
have  dispatched  an  officer  to  New  York  for  a  few  days  in  order  to 
obtain  some  parts  of  the  more  important  detail. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  IT.  S.  Navy,  stating  cause  of  delay 
in  forwarding  information  regarding  Con federate  works  and  obstruc¬ 
tions  in  Charleston  Harbor. 


No.  514.] 

Sir:  The  directions*  of  the 
etc.,  about  Charleston  Harbor 
been  time  at  the  departure  of 
the  information  required. 

I  have  remained  here  to 
Farragut,  so  as  to  deliver  to 
the  Department. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  v 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles 

SccvctriPii  n 


Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal,  October  13,  1861/,. 
Department  in  relation  to  the  batteries, 
were  duly  received,  but  there  has  not 
this  (the  first)  steamer  to  prepare  fully 

await  the  arrival  of  Rear-Admiral 
him  the  confidential  communication  of 

ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  A.  Dahlgren. 


a  IN  YY  JTjIjI  jlhkSj 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


*See  October  3,  1864,  Welles  to  Dahlgren. 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


15 


Report  of  Captain  Green ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  senior  officer  of  Charleston , 
regarding  a  Confederate  torpedo  boat  seen  near  Fort  Moultrie. 

U.  S.  Sloop  John  Adams, 

Off  Morris  Island ,  South  Carolina ,  October  13 ,  186 f 

Sir:  General  Hardee  communicated  by  flag  of  truce  yesterday, 
declining  to  make  the  exchanges  offered  by  Ensign  Dichman  on  the 
11th  instant,  and  wishes  hereafter  to  have  exchanges  made  at  Port 
Royal  Ferry,  according  to  agreement. 

On  the  night  of  the  11th  instant  a  torpedo  craft  was  seen  by  our 
picket  boats  off  Sullivan’s  Island,  near  Fort  Beauregard,  and  was  also 
seen  by  the  lookout  at  Gregg,  at  daylight  on  the  following  morning, 
steaming  up  to  and  around  Moultrie  Point. 

*  *  *  *  -X-  * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Green, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron , 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Gillespie ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S. 
bark  Braziliera,  regarding  expedition  up  White  Oak  Creek  and  in 
Satilla  River ,  Georgia ,  October  13-15 ,  186 Jh 

U.  S.  Bark  Braziliera, 

St.  Sim.oPs  Sound ,  Georgia ,  October  20,  186f 
Sir:  On  the  night  of  the  13th  instant  I  went  in  charge  of  an  expe¬ 
dition  up  the  White  Oak  River  [Creek],  with  two  boats  from  my  vessel 
and  one  from  the  Mary  Sanford.  We  succeeded  in  securing  50 
negroes  belonging  to  J.  Morrison,  a  planter.  During  the  time  two  of 
my  men,  in  some  manner,  became  detached  from  me.  I  waited,  and 
sent  two  officers  to  search  for  them,  as  long  as  I  considered  it  prudent. 
1  then  proceeded  with  the  boats  to  the  Mary  Sanford,  which  was 
lying  at  Penniman’s  Mills,  Satilla  River,  and  while  proceeding  up  the 
river  the  rebels  fired  on  the  steamer,  killing  Peter  Collins,  my  pilot. 
On  the  15th  I  returned  to  the  bark. 

On  the  17th  Edward  Sheridan,  one  of  the  men,  returned  and 
reported  Charles  Thompson,  the  other  man,  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of 
the  Confederates.  The  cause  of  this  misfortune  originated  in  these 
two  men  having  found  some  liquor.  When  Thompson  became  intoxi¬ 
cated  he  went  back  to  the  house  after  plunder.  Sheridan  made  the 
best  of  his  way  to  the  vessel  in  a  canoe  he  found  on  the  marshes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Gillespie, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Kemjpton ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8,  8. 

Mary  Sanford ,  regarding  expedition  in  Satilla  River,  Georgia , 

October  13-15,  1861/,. 

U.  S.  S.  Mary  Sanford, 

St.  Andrew’s  Sound ,  Georgia ,  October *  16, 1861/. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  going' up  the  Big  Satilla  River  with  m\ 
command  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  instant,  drove  the  pickets  fiom 
Penniman’s  Mills,  and  anchored  for  the  night  at  that  place  to  wait  foi 
the  return  of  Acting  Master  Gillespie,  commanding  the  U.  S.  hark 
Braziliera ,  who  had  gone  up  the  Vi  kite  Oak  River  [Creek]  with  two 
boats  and  20  men  from  his  command  and  1  boat  and  2  officers  and  10 
men  from  this  vessel,  to  take  the  negroes  from  Captain  John  Morri¬ 
son’s  plantation  that  were  harvesting  corn  at  that  place  for  the  Con¬ 
federate  soldiers  stationed  in  that  neighborhood. 

Captain  Gillespie  returned  in  safety  to  this  vessel  on  the  morning  of 
the  11th  instant,  bringing  with  him  all  the  negroes  from  the  Morrison 
plantation,  forty-seven  in  number.  Having  learned  that  there  was  a 
large  quantity  of  corn  and  rice  stored  at  the  town  of  Jeffersonton,  on 
the  river  12  miles  above  Penniman’s  Mills,  in  transit  to  Savannah,  for 
the  Confederate  Government,  taking  with  me  Captain  Gillespie,  his 
pilot,  men,  and  boats,  at  2:30  p.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  up 
the  river.  While  passing  Yellow  Bluff  was  bred  upon  by  a  company 
of  cavalry  that  was  secreted  behind  trees  and  in  the  grass.  They  were- 
driven  from  their  hiding  place  in  live  minutes  with  canister  and  shrap¬ 
nel,  and  as  they  were  not  over  200  yards  from  our  guns  they  must 
have  been  punished  severely.  I  regret  to  state  that  the  fourth  shot 
tired  at  us  instantly  killed  "Peter  Collins,  our  pilot,  the  ball  passing 
through  his  body  near  the  heart.  The  killing  of  Mr.  Collins  is  the 
only  casualty  that  happened  during  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  We  passed 
above  the  bluff  about  a  mile.  Having  lost  our  pilot,  I  was  obliged  to 
abandon  further  proceedings  and  return  down  the  river.  While  pass¬ 
ing  Yellow  Bluff  the  enemy  did  not  show  themselves.  We  anchored 
for  the  night  at  the  mouth  of  White  Oak  River  [Creek].  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  15th  instant  we  returned  down  the  river,  and  round  to  St. 
Simon’s,  landed  the  contrabands  at  that  place,  and  buried  the  corpse  of 
Mr.  Collins  in  due  form.  Mr.  Collins  was  a  brave  officer,  and  died  at 
his  post.  His  death  is  very  much  lamented  by  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  U.  S.  bark  Braziliera  and  this  vessel. 

My  officers,  men,  and  myself  are  all  anxious  for  a  pilot,  so  that  we 
can  raid  on  these  rivers  when  an  opportunity  offers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  Kempton  , 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

October  15,  186 f 


Vessel.  Station. 


Potomska . 

Do . 

*Mangham . 

Cape  Romain . 

Canandaigua . . 

Pontiac  . . 

Mingoe . 

Flambeau . 

Acacia  . . 

Wamsutta . 

Azalea . 

Laburnum . . 

Patapwsco . 

...do  .. 

Sangamon . 

Nantucket . . 

Lehigh . . 

Home . 

*Bruen . 

. do . 

Clover  . 

. do . 

Dandelion . 

. do . 

Geranium . 

. do . 

Gladiolus . -. . 

. do . 

. do . 

Stono . 

. do . 

Stettin . . 

North  Edisto . 

. do . 

St.  Helena . 

. do . .' . 

*  Wild  Cat 

Port  Royal . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

_ do . 

. do . 

Tybee  Island . 

. ...  .do . 

*  Swift 

. do . 

Wassaw  Sound . 

. do . 

. do . 

Ossabaw . 

. do . 

. do . 

St.  Catherine’s . 

Sapelo . 

Doboy . 

Altamaha . 

St.  Simon’s . 

St.  Andrew’s . 

Fernandina . . 

. do . 

. do . 

Mosquito  [Inlet]  . 

Port  Royal . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

r>afFnriil  . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . . 

_ do . 

. do . 

Cimarron . 

. do . 

Remarks. 


Outside  the  bar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Inside  the  bar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Inside  the  bar;  repairing. 


Tender. 


Tender. 


Tender. 


Tender. 


Repairing. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

Repairing;  tender. 
Repairing. 

Do. 

Disabled. 


*  Sailing  vessels. 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  October  15,  186f — 

Continued. 


Vessel. 

Station. 

Remarks. 

Port  Royal . 

Coaling. 

Hospital  ship. 

Health  ship. 

Relieve  and  communicate. 

....do . 

....do . 

Special  duty. 

Do. 

Southern  stations  with  stores. 

North. 

North  for  repairs. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

*  Midnight . 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Weehawken . 

Sunk  or  stranded. 

Housatonic . 

Do. 

*  Kingfisher . 

Do. 

Madgie . 

Do. 

Captured. 

Do. 

Columbine . 

*  Sailing  vessels. 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commanders  of  squadrons 
regarding  the  proposed  importation  of  foreigners  for  the  Confederate 
Army. 

Navy  Department,  October  17 ,  186 f 
Sir:  It  is  reported  that  an  agreement  has  been  effected  between  the 
rebel  Government  and  some  European  power  (Poland,  it  is  intimated), 
by  which  30,000  soldiers  from  abroad  are  to  be  added  to  the  rebel 
Army,  and  that  the  rebel  Government  are  making  arrangements  for 
having  built  in  England  some  fifty  swift  steamers,  similar  to  the 
Colonel  Lamb ,  for  the  purpose  of  running  these  soldiers  through  the 
blockade. 

The  Department  places  little  confidence  in  rumors  regarding  a 
scheme  so  impracticable  in  almost  every  feature,  and  should  such  be 
contemplated,  we  will,  without  doubt,  hear  something  reliable  of  it 
hereafter.  In  the  meantime,  however,  I  communicate  the  report  to 
you  for  your  information. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blkdg.  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blkdg.  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Fakragut, 

Comdg.  West  Gidf  Squadron ,  Mobile  Bay. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Cambridge. 

Navy  Department,  October  18,  186 f 
Sir:  Order  the  U.  S.  S.  Cambridge *  to  proceed  off  Charleston  and 
report  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  JBlkdg.  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master  Crosby , 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  Savannah  River  and  adjacent  sounds  for 
the  collection  of  sailors'1  votes. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  October  19,  186 It . 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Harvest  Moon  under  your 
command  to  Savannah  River,  Wassaw,  Ossabaw,  Sapelo,  and  Doboy, 
and  communicate  with  the  vessels  there,  in  order  to  collect  the  “  sailors’ 
votes  ”  already  distributed  for  that  purpose.  A  number  of  ballots 
will  be  given  you,  in  order  to  enable  the  men  to  vote. 

The  commanders  of  vessels  will  give  you  every  facility,  and  endorse 
on  your  order  the  time  of  your  arrival  and  departure  at  each  station. 

No  detention  must  occur,  as  the  time  is  short.  It  is  supposed  you 
can  accomplish  this  purpose  in  two  days  or  three  at  the  furthest,  but 
sooner  if  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  J.  K.  Crosby, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Harvest  Moon,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Detailed  report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  If.  S.  Navy,  of  latest  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  the  Confederate  works  and  obstructions  in  Charles¬ 
ton  Harbor. 

No.  520.1  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. ,  October  19,  186 f 

Sir:  Conformably  to  the  wishes  of  the  Department,  I  transmit  here¬ 
with  a  Coast-Survev  planf  of  Charleston  Harbor,  upon  which  are 
marked  positions  of  the  several  rebel  batteries,  so  far  as  I  am  informed. 

There  is  no  uncertainty  as  to  their  positions,  except  those  of  two  or 
three  small  works  that  lie  near  the  shore  on  the  left  hand  (going  up), 
beyond  Fort  Johnson.  _ _ 

*The  U.  S.  S.  Cambridge  did  not  leave  the  Norfolk  navy  yard  until  February  8, 
1865.  She  arrived  off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  February  12,  1865. 
t  For  map  of  approaches  to  Charleston  see  Series  I,  volume  14. 
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They  are  not  seen  from  any  of  our  vessels,  and  there  are  no  means, 
therefore,  of  verifying'  the  different  reports,  but  they  are  placed  with 
as  much  correctness  as  the  information  admits  of.  All  the  batteries 
noted  by  yellow  labels  are  derived  from  the  examination  of  deserters 
and  refugees,  and  coincide  with  those  marked  on  a  chart  for  me  in 
December,  1863,  by  Major  Abert,  chief  engineer  of  this  department, 
except  the  battery  at  Haddrell’s  Point  and  the  battery  at  Chisolm’s 
Mills,  on  the  Ashley  River,  and  that  at  the  foot  of  Calhoun  street,  on 
the  Cooper  River.  1  have  omitted  the  battery  on  that  part  above 
James  [Island]  Creek,  as  I  never  heard  of  it,  and  have  placed  that  at 
Wappoo  farther  back.  Major  Abert  has  a  battery  at  a  wharf  next 
above  White  Point,  which  is  probably  intended  for  the  English  gun. 

The  armament  of  the  different  works  is  variously  reported  as  to 
caliber  and  even  number,  but  not  beyond  what  may  be  reasonably 
expected  from  uneducated  observers  not  too  much  interested  at  the 
time  in  what  is  before  their  eyes.  Taken  together,  they  fix  the  num¬ 
ber  and  kind  of  guns  quite  as  well  as  soldiers  or  sailors  usually  do,  and 
furnish  a  fair  representation  of  the  force  to  be  encountered. 

The  following  may  be  accepted  as  my  own  impressions  from  the  best 
accounts  of  the  defenses  of  the  harbor,  forming  one  well  connected 
whole,  but  divisible  into  three  groups,  each  consisting  of  a  principal 
work  and  its  accessories:  the  outer  batteries,  the  middle  batteries,  and 
those  of  the  city. 

The  outer  defenses. 

The  west  portion  of  Sullivan’s  Island  looks  directly  upon  the  main 
channel  as  it  bends  up  from  the  roads  (where  our  ironclads  anchor)  and 
passes  into  the  lower  harbor.  This  is  strongly  fortified  and  its  heavy 
batteries  occupy  the  whole  ground. 

First,  at  the  extreme  inner  end  of  the  island,  is  Battery  Bee,  which 
mounts  seven  cannon,  all  heavy.  One  is  said  to  be  an  Xl-inch  and 
the  others  columbiads  (of  course  Vlll-inch  or  X-inch  guns). 

Fort  Moultrie  is  placed  at  the  angle  of  the  island,  where  it  juts  out 
farthest  into  the  channel,  and  has  a  free  sweep  of  the  water  in  almost 
any  direction  that  is  accessible  to  large  vessels.  It  is  said  to  mount 
eighteen  cannon,  rifled  and  smoothbore.  What  is  their  exact  caliber 
I  am  not  informed.  I  have  been  under  their  fire  several  times  and 
know  them  to  be  very  heavy. 

The  distance  between  Batteiy  Bee  and  Fort  Moultrie  is  from  600  to 
700  yards,  and  they  are  connected  by  a  continuous  parapet,  behind 
which  are  batteries  at  two  points.  The  first  of  these  is  just  outside  of 
Fort  Moultrie  and  has  three  mortars. 

Farther  on,  toward  Battery  Bee,  is  a  battery,  which  some  deserters 
say  is  called  Battery  Marion,  the  caliber  of  which  I  have  not  heard 
from  good  authority. 

Next  to  Fort  Moultrie,  eastwardly,  is  a  battery  said  to  be  called 
Rutledge.  It  has  four  guns,  two  Vlll-inch  columbiads  and  one  X-inch 
columbiad,  and  also  one  X-inch  columbiad  said  to  be  rilled  and  throw¬ 
ing  a  shot  of  300  pounds. 

Fort  Beauregard,  about  1,500  yards  east  of  Fort  Moultrie;  one  face 
extends  across  the  island  and  looks  along  it  to  the  eastward,  as  if  to 
defend  it  from  any  attack  in  that  direction.  There  is  onlv  a  21-pounder 
on  this  front,  and  that  near  the  rear  beach.  There  is  a  front  seaward, 
where  are  mounted  seven  cannon,  calibers  heavy,  but  only  a  7-inch 
rifle  and  an  Vlll-inch  howitzer  that  are  remembered. 
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There  are  no  batteries  in  the  rear  of  the  site  of  the  Moultrie  House, 
but  the  space  between  the  Moultrie  House  and  Fort  Moultrie  is  chiefly 
occupied  by  Battery  Rutledge,  which  has  five  heavy  guns.  One  is  a 
10-inch  rifle  (shot  said  to  weigh  300  pounds),  and  another  is  an  VIII- 
ineh  columbiad.  The  other  ones  are  not  known.  A  platform  is  said 
to  be  in  construction  for  the  700-pounder  now  in  the  chy. 

Between  Battery  Rutledge  and  Fort  Beauregard  are  two  or  three 
siege  guns,  and  there  is  a  battery  of  two  mortars  between  Fort  Moul¬ 
trie  and  Battery  Rutledge. 

The  works  from  Fort  Beauregard  to  the  east  end  of  Sullivan’s 
Island  I  do  not  consider  as  having  any  important  bearing  on  the 
approaches  to  the  harbor  by  the  main  Ship  Channel,  but  they  control 
the  channel  leading  along  Sullivan’s  Island  and  prevent  our  boats  and 
light  steamers  from  effecting  a  perfect  blockade  there,  and  also  pre¬ 
vent  our  landing  on  the  east  end  of  the  island  and  engineering  the 
rebels  out  of  their  works  on  the  western  end. 

Battery  Marshall,  which  is  located  at  the  easterly  extreme  of  Sul¬ 
livan’s  Island,  defends  it  on  three  sides  from  light-[draft]  vessels 
which  alone  can  approach  it.  It  has  ten  guns;  two  are  VUI-inch 
columbiads,  two  are  rifled  32-pounders,  and  the  remainder  are  of 
small  caliber,  but  are  sufficient  to  keep  boats  and  light  vessels  from 
approaching  seaward  or  by  Breach  Inlet,  or  the  interior  channels. 

Between  Battery  Marshall  and  Fort  Beauregard,  at  regular  inter¬ 
vals  of  600  or  700  yards,  are  four  small  batteries,  each  mounting  two 
32-pounders,  smoothbore. 

The  works  which  may  be  considered  as  immediate  auxiliaries  of 
those  on  Sullivan’s  Island  in  defending  the  main  channel  are — 

First.  A  battery  on  Mount  Pleasant  which  has  two  10-inch  guns. 
These  would  enfilade  vessels  in  front  of  and  attacking  Battery  Bee. 

Second.  The  ruins  of  Fort  Sumter,  which,  if  the  concurrent  testi¬ 
mony  of  five  or  six  intelligent  deserters  can  be  relied  on,  has  three 
or  four  heavy  cannon  on  the  channel  front  in  the  embrasures  of  the 
lower  casemates  nearest  the  angle.  C)n  the  21st  July  General  Foster 
and  myself  made  as  good  an  examination  as  was  possible  at  a  distance 
of  1,500  yards  from  the  deck  of  a  monitor;  two  open  embrasures 
were  visible  on  the  lower  tier  near  the  north  angle,  but  no  cannon. 
If  they  were  mounted,  they  must  have  been  run  in.  The  work  has 
generally  had  a  garrison  of  250  men.  By  means  of  musketry  and 
field  guns  they  could  keep  the  monitors’  decks  clear  as  they  passed, 
or  prevent  the  men  from  making  any  effort  to  clear  away  light  obstruc¬ 
tions  which  might  otherwise  foul  the  propellers,  and  they  would  also 
make  it  difficult  to  navigate  the  channel  by  keeping  the  leadsmen  and 
pilots  as  well  as  the  officers  engaged  in  maneuvering  the  monitors. 

Fort  Johnson  and  its  contiguous  batteries  constitute  the 

Middle  group  of  defensive  viorks. 

Fort  Johnson  is  represented  by  deserters  to  consist  of  two  batter¬ 
ies,  Tynes  and  Holsten  [Harleston],  each  mounting  four  cannon.  The 
former  has  two  X-inch  columbiads  and  two  rifles,  one  8-inch  and  the 
other  10-inch.  Battery  Holsten  [Harleston]  has  three  X-inch  colum¬ 
biads  and  a  7  or  8  inch  rifle. 

On  the  right  of  Fort  Johnson  runs  out  toward  Morris  Island  a  long, 
narrow  spit  of  sand,  on  which  are  three  small  works,  known  as  Battery 
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Simkins.  The  armament  of  these  has  been  variously  stated.  I  have 
it  as  four  mortars,  one  7-inch  rifle,  and  two  32-pounders,  with  a  7  or  8 
inch  rifle  in  a  small  adjacent  work. 

One  thousand  yards  to  the  rear  of  Fort  Johnson  is  Battery  Cheves. 
Its  force  I  do  not  know.  1  presume  it  looks  right  and  left  of  Fort  J ohn- 
son  and  also  upon  it.  Hitherto  it  has  been  used  to  flank  our  batteries 
on  Morris  Island. 

In  front  of  Fort  Johnson,  distant  about  1,700  yards,  and  on  the 
other  side  of  the  channel,  is  Fort  Ripley,  a  small  work  on  the  shoal 
with  two  heavy  guns,  columbiads. 

Along  the  shore  to  the  left  of  Fort  Johnson,  and  before  reaching  the 
city,  are  certainly  two  works. 

The  first  is  Battery  Wampler,  with  two  X-inch  columbiads.  The 
next  is  Battery  Glover,  with  one  rifle  and  two  smoothbores.  The 
exact  location  of  Batteries  Wampler  and  Glover  is  derived  entirely 
from  reports  of  deserters.  They  can  not  be  seen  from  any  of  our 
positions  on  the  water. 

There  is  also  said  to  be  a  third  battery  farther  on,  but  this  side  of 
the  city,  the  accounts  of  which  are  so  indefinite  that  I  can  do  no  more 
than  state  its  probable  locality. 

The  city  batteries  constitute  the  remaining  defenses  of  the  place. 

The  principal  work  is  Battery  Ramsay,  at  White  Point,  the  extreme 
angle  of  the  city,  where  the  two  rivers  (Cooper  and  Ashley)  unite. 

All  accounts  of  refugees  and  deserters  concur  that  the  armament  of 
this  work  is  considerable,  but  they  differ  as  to  the  number  and  caliber 
of  the  guns,  as  follows,  which  will  also  exemplify  the  variety  of  state¬ 
ments  made  in  respect  to  other  batteries: 


CJ.  S.  gun. 

1  X-ineh. 

1  rifle. 

3  VUI-inch  columbiads. 


1  Xl-inch. 

1  Xl-inch. 

1  X-inch. 

1  8-inc.h  rifle. 

1  VUI-inch. 

4  X-inch  columbiads. 

3  X-inch  columbiads. 

1  8-inch  rifle. 

7 

6 

1  Xl-inch. 

4  columbiads. 

2  X-inch  columbiads. 


In  the  main,  these  accounts  agree  as  well  as  can  be  expected  from 
such  sources,  and  with  sufficient  accuracy  for  all  practical  purposes. 

One  of  the  English  700-pounders  was  placed  here,  but  gave  way 
under  a  few  discharges,  and  was  dismounted. 

^  On  the  left  of  the  White  Point  battery,  about  1,000  yards  up  the 
Cooper  River,  at  Frazier’s  Wharf,  foot  of  Cumberland  street,  is  the 
other  700-pounder  (13h-inch  rifle). 

At  the  wharf  of  Laurens  street  is  a  battery  which,  according  to  one 
person,  has  one  X-inch  columbiad,  and  according  to  another,  has  four 
guns. 

At  the  wharf  of  Calhoun  street  is  a  battery  which,  according  to  one 
person,  has  one  X-inch  columbiad,  and  according  to  another,  some 
rifled  32-pounders. 

In  the  northerly  extreme  of  the  city,  looking  upon  Cooper  River, 
but  not  immediately  upon  it,  is  another  battery,  generally  spoken  of 
by  deserters  as  the  Half  Moon  battery.  It  is  said  to  mount  two 
columbiads. 

On  the  Ashley  River,  first  above  White  Point,  is  a  battery  at  Chisolm’s 
Mills,  foot  of  Tradd  street.  It  is  spoken  of  as  Battery  Waring,  and 
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has  two  columbiacLs,  both  of  X-inch,  or  one  of  VI 1 1  -inch  and  one  of 
X-inch. 

Farther  up,  where  the  bridge  crosses  the  river,  above  the  Savannah 
Railroad,  are  said  to  be  batteries;  one  in  the  city,  commanding  the 
bridge,  and  another  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  at  the  railroad 
terminus. 

The  third  work  is  placed  at  Wappoo  Creek.  The  information  in 
regard  to  these  three  batteries  is  very  scanty  and  general. 

Castle  Pinckney  is  in  more  immediate  connection  with  the  works  on 
the  Cooper  side  of  the  river.  It  was  originally  very  weak,  but  it  is 
said  to  be  much  improved.  Its  armament  is  said  to  be  one  X-inch,  one 
IX-inch,  and  one  42-pounder,  but  this  and  its  state  of  defense  is 
imperfectly  known. 

A  work  has  been  erected  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  harbor,  at 
Haddrell’s  Point,  2,400  yards  northeast  of  Castle  Pin«kney.  This  is 
well  seen  from  our  positions,  with  its  single  gun,  which  is  said  to  be 
a  rifled  32-pounder. 

In  the  foregoing  I  have  placed  before  the  Department  the  informa¬ 
tion  upon  which  I  should  act  in  attacking  the  city  or  harbor,  so  far  as 
the  batteries  are  concerned. 

Ironclads. 


The  rebel  ironclads  must  be  considered  as  movable  batteries,  and  as 
such  necessarily  constitute  a  part  of  the  defenses  of  Charleston  and  its 
harbor. 

The  choice  of  positions  lies,  of  course,  with  the  enemy,  and  no  antici¬ 
pation  can  be  formed  of  the  exact  position  where  they  may  choose  to 
use  them.  There  are  three  actually  in  commission:  the  Chicora, 
Palmetto  State,  and  Charleston,  all  of  the  same  model,  in  which  they 
resemble  the  Merrimack,  Atlanta,  and  Tennessee.  The  accounts  of 
those  who  have  served  in  them  generally  concur  in  essential  points. 

The  Charleston  is  the  bfest,  and  is  said  to  be  about  the  size  of  the 
Atlanta.  She  is  similarly  plated,  and  can  go  6  or  T  knots..  She  has 
six  guns,  two  8-inch  rifles  and  four  rifled  42-pounders,  with  a  crew 
of  140  men. 

The  Chicora  is  smaller;  goes  4  knots  with  a  clean  bottom,  and  has 
four  guns,  one  8-inch  rifle  forward  and  one  aft,  with  a  IX-inch  Dahl- 
gren  on  each  side,  and  a  crew  of  60  men.  _  , 

The  Palmetto  State  is  somewhat  better  than  the  Clucora  in  size  and 
speed,  with  the  same  style  of  battery.  ,  ., 

There  is  a  fourth  ironclad,  called  the  Ashley,  or  Columbia ,  and  said 
to  be  a  finer  vessel  than  the  Charleston,  preparing  for  service,  and 
nearly  ready. 

Torpedo  boats. 

The  rebels  are  said  to  have  a  number  of  these  in  Charleston,  and  the 
possible  use  of  them  should  not  pass  unconsidered  in  the  confusion  of 
a  general  attack. 

Obstructions. 


In  this  sort  of  defense  1  would  include  all  kinds  of  booms,  nettings, 

r<xfts  Gtc.  • 

1  The  information  which  has  been  obtained  in  regard  to  them  is  more 

uncertain,  because  they  can  be  made  and  placed  so  as  to  avoid  the 
common  eye,  and  all  knowledge  of  them  which  is  valuable  is  limited  to 

a  few  persons. 
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The  only  obstructions  which  were  ever  plainly  in  view  were  the 
piles  extending  in  a  row  across  the  middle  ground  opposite  Fort  John¬ 
son.  The  buoys  of  the  submerged  rope  nettings,  between  Forts 
Sumter  and  Moultrie,  were  also  distinctly  visible  for  some  time  after 
the  capture  of  Morris  Island,  and  on  the  day  that  I  first  entered  with 
the  ironclads  a  small  vessel  was  seen  busily  occupied  between  the  forts, 
no  doubt  in  placing  these  obstructions. 

Our  scout  boats  gradually  removed  the  buoys  and  the  nettings,  but 
it  is  reported  that  some  obstructions  have  again  been  extended  from 
Fort  Sumter  partially  across  the  channel. 

The  heavy  boom  of  railroad  iron  that  existed  in  the  harbor  was 
never  well  understood  until  the  winter  freshets  washed  away  parts  of 
it,  and  they  floated  down  the  channel  among  the  vessels,  where  they 
were  towed  or  drifted  ashore  on  Morris  Island. 

I  never  had  an  adequate  idea  of  their  character  until  I  saw  these 
fragments,  nor  do  I  believe  anyone  else  had,  excepting  those  who  were 
immediately  concerned  in  their  construction  and  use. 

They  consisted  of  bars  of  railroad  iron  connected  at  the  ends  by 
massive  links.  Each  bar  was  about  21  feet  long,  and  was  cased  nearly 
its  whole  length  in  8  or  10  large  logs,  squared  and  well  bound  together 
by  iron  bands.  If  I  remember  rightly,  as  many  as  thirty  of  these 
bars  went  ashore  on  Morris  Island,  and  I  was  present  when  a  number 
of  them  were  drawn  up  on  the  beach,  still  linked  together.  The  whole 
formed  a  barrier  nearly  submerged,  perfectly  articulated  by  means  of 
the  links,  and  not  only  difficult  to  overcome,  but  dangerous  to  strike 
at  full  speed. 

I  knew  generally  that  there  were  obstructions  in  the  channel  beyond 
those  of  rope,  near  Sumter,  but  1  never  could  obtain  the  least  particu¬ 
lar  which  would  give  an  idea  of  what  these  barriers  really  were  in 
their  construction,  nor  where  they  were  placed,  and  I  have  never  seen 
anyone  from  the  rebel  side  who  knew  as  much  of  them  as  we  saw 
after  they  Avere  washed  away,  nor  have  I  seen  any  person  to  this  day 
who  knew  where  those  obstructions  had  been  placed. 

Of  the.  construction  of  the  torpedoes  employed  by  the  rebels  Ave 
are  Avell  informed,  but  where  they  have  been  placed,  or  are  now  placed, 
no  one  could  ever  give  any  information,  except  a  squad  of  men  who 
fled  to  our  picket  monitors  one  night  last  February. 

Fhev  had  belonged  to  the  special  department  Avho  are  charged  with 
this  business,  and  had  assisted  in  placing  the  torpedoes  in  the  harbor 
and  laying  down  the  wires  for  the  galvanic  battery  in  one  fort  or 
another,  but  it  was  night  Avhen  the  work  was  done,  and  they  could 
form  no  precise  idea  of  the  spot  where  the  torpedoes  were  laid,  and 
they  differed  so  much  among  themselves  in  this  respect  that  no  useful 
facts  could  be  obtained  from  their  testimony. 

They  were  only  certain  that  steam  boilers  containing  1,000  and  2,000 
pounds  of  powder  were  sunk  in  diff  erent  places  and  the  wires  taken 
ashore,  and  that  all  kinds  of  torpedoes  were  changed  frequently  on 
account  of  deterioration  by  dampness. 

Besides  these  heavy  torpedoes,  which  are  exploded  by  galvanic 
Avires,  there  are  smaller  magazines  made  of  barrels,  with  a  fuze  at  the 
uppei  bilge,  and  conical  shells  attached  to  the  arms  of  a  floating  cross 
and  to  frames  tilted  upward  on  one  end  from  the  bottom  and  placed 
0  or  10  feet  below  the  surface,  exploding  when  struck  by  a  heavv 
object,  such  as  a  vessel.  ' 

I  think  the  Department  will  be  satisfied  upon  a  view  of  the  locality 
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and  its  various  defenses  just  enumerated,  that  when  an  attack  on 
Charleston  harbor  is  made,  it  should  be  made  in  full  force. 

To  pass  the  tire  of  Sullivan’s  Island  at  1,000  yards  is  only  the  pre¬ 
liminary;  the  real  battle  is  to  begin  after  this  has  been  done,  and  it  is 
almost  indispensable  that  the  result  should  be  so  favorable  as  to  allow 
the  fleet  to  remain  in  the  harbor,  otherwise  no  permanent  result  would 
be  achieved,  and  the  vessels  must  once  more  run  the  gantlet  of  fire 
from  Sullivan’s  Island,  this  time  less  able  to  bear  it  and  return  it  than 
before. 

To  enter,  therefore,  should  mean  to  be  entirely  successful  so  far  as 
regards  the  inner  batteries.  For  which  reason  1  would  suggest  that 
the  attack  be  made  in  full  force. 

Last  year  the  Department  bad  but  12  ironclads  available  or  expected 
to  be.  Now  it  has  11  of  one  turret  and  1  of  two  turrets,  besides  the 
Ironsides ,  leaving  the  Roanoke ,  Onondaga ,  and  Atlanta  to  keep  the 
James — say  JO  guns  in  all. 

In  order  that  an  attack  should  lie  productive  of  the  utmost  advantage, 
it  should  be  made  simultaneously  by  land  and  sea.  The  ironclads  can 
not  spare  a  man  to  secure  any  advantage  the}'  may  gain  by  their  tire. 

Considering  the  very  reduced  number  of  the  rebel  troops  and 
the  strength  of  the  works,  together  with  the  need  we  have  of  all  our 
force  elsewhere,  I  was  under  the  impression  that  10,000  men  (veter¬ 
ans)  might  suffice;  but  an  officer  of  our  Army,  just  escaped  from 
Charleston,  thinks  15,000  troops  would  be  needed,  and  as  he  has  had 
an  opportunity  of  traversing  the  city  and  its  vicinity  in  rebel  uniform, 
his  opinion  is  more  reliable. 

In  making  these  suggestions,  I  am  entirely  at  a  loss  to  shape  them 
by  the  views  which  the  Department  may  have  formed  on  the  subject, 
but  I  think  the  Department  will  find  that  they  will  stand  the  test  of 
the  event. 

In  conclusion,  the  Department  may  be  assured  that  when  it  shall 
decide  on  the  attack,  it  will  be  my  earnest  desire  to  leave  no  effort 
untried  to  realize  its  utmost  wishes  and  my  own. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

lion.  Gtdeon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign 
Noyes,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Catalpa. 


Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  October  20,  186 f 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Daffodil  and  will 
proceed  by  the  first  conveyance  to  the  anchorage  off  Charleston,  and 
on  your  arrival  you  will  report  to  the  senior  officer  present  for  com¬ 
mand  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Cataljpa,  relieving  Acting  Ensign  Edgren. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockriding  Squadron. 


Acting  Ensign  A.  K.  Noyes,  U.  S.  Navy, 

JJ.  S.  S.  Daffodil,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  6. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Thomp¬ 
son, ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  proceed  to  duty  as  senior  officer  in  Stono  Inlet. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  October  £1,  186 J 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  by  the  first  conveyance  to  Stono  Inlet,  and 
on  your  arrival  assume  command  as  senior  officer  at  that  place, 
relieving  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  C.  Chaplin,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Commodore  McDonough ,  to  which  vessel  you  will  be  temporarily 
attached. 

It  will  be  important  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  any  movements  or 
preparation  that  the  rebels  may  make,  so  that  if  at  any  time  a  move  is 
contemplated  in  that  direction  the  best  information  may  be  obtainable. 

This  will  only  be  perfectly  done  when  not  known  to  the  rebels.  Let 
the  boats  scout  at  night,  and  let  scouts  be  landed  occasionally  on  John’s 
Island  and  pass  up  above  Grimball’s  house,  along  the  wood  above  it, 
where  a  good  view  is  had  of  Battery  Pringle. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  /South  Atlantic  Bloclading  Squadron. 

Commander  Egbert  Thompson,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Ship  New  Hampshire. 


Order  of  Captain  Green ,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-  Commander  Luce., 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pontiac ,  to  perform  duty  as  con¬ 
voy  to  army  transport  carrying  prisoners  of  war. 

U.  S.  Sloop  John  Adams, 

Off  Morr  is  Islan  d,  S.  C. ,  October  °2 1,186  f 
Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  convoy  an  army  transport,  with  prisoners 
of  war  on  board,  from  this  anchorage  to  Fort  Pulaski,  and  from  thence 
proceed  to  Port  Royal  and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  or  in  the 
event  of  his  absence  to  the  senior  officer  present,  for  repairs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Green, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  B.  Luce, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pontiac,  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admired  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  collector  of  cus¬ 
toms,  Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  regarding  the  exchange  of  the  prize  schooner 
Julia  for  the  sloop  Jerry  Angel. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. ,  October  21,  186 f 
Sir:  The  schooner  Julia  was  rigged  and  fitted  up  by  the  U.  S.  gun¬ 
boat  Paul  Jones  last  year,  having  been  one  of  the  numerous  small  prizes 
captured  in  this  squadron  (date  unknown).  She  has  been  in  the  pos¬ 
session  of  the  United  States  naval  forces  for  over  a  year,  having  been 
used  as  a  dispatch  boat  between  different  stations. 
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On  the  23d  September,  1864,  she  was  exchanged  for  the  sloop  Jerry 
Angel  at  North  Eclisto,  of  which  John  Newman  was  owner,  because 
the  latter  was  better  suited  for  the  particular  service  of  dispatch. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

T.  C.  Severance,  Esq., 

Collector ,  etc. ,  Custom-House ,  Hilton  Head. 


Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

October  22,  1864.. 


Vessel. 


Station. 


Potomska . 

Do . 

*Mangham . 

Adger . 

Wamsutta . 

Sonoma . 

Flambeau . 

Mingoe . . 

Laburnum . 

Acacia . 

Azalea . 

Patapsco . 

Sangamon . 

Nantucket . 

Catskill . 

Home . . 

♦Bruen . 

*  Adams . 

Clover . . 

Dandelion . 

Geranium . 

Gladiolus . 

Catalpa . 

Amaranthus . 

Hydrangea . 

Montauk . 

McDonough  . 

*  Smith . 

Stettin  . 

♦Percy  Drayton. . 

♦Saratoga . 

♦Wild  Cat . 

*  New  Hampshire 

Philadelphia . 

Pettit . 

Arethusa . 

Carnation . 

♦Houghton . 

*  Orvetta . 

South  Carolina. . . 

Memphis . 

♦Swift . 

♦Williams . 

Passaic . 

Wissahickon . 

*  Thunder . 

Flag . 

Winona . 

Jonquil . 

*  Fernandina  . . . 

Lodona  . 

♦Allen . 

*  Griffith . 

*  Braziliera . 

Sanford . 

*  Perry . 

Ottawa . 

Norwich . 

Hale . 


Murrell’s  Inlet  . 

Georgetown _ 

Cape  Romain... 

Bull’s  Bay . . 

Charleston . 

_ do . 

_ do . 

_ do  . . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

_ do . 

. do . 

_ do . . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

Stono . 

. do . 

North  Edisto  ... 

. do . 

St.  Helena . 

. do . 

Port  Royal . 

. do . 

.  ..*.  .do . . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

Tvbee  Island 

.....do . 

. do . 

. do . 

Wassaw  Sound  . 

. do . 

. do . 

Ossabaw . 

. do . 

. do . 

St.  Catherine’s  . 

Sapelo . 

Doboy  . 

Altamaha . 

St.  Simon’s . 

St.  Andrew’s  . 
Fernandina  .... 

St.  John’s . 

. do . 

. do . 

Mosquito  [Inlet] 


Remarks. 


Outside  the  bar. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Inside  the  bar. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Repairing. 


Tender. 

Tender. 


Tender. 


Tender. 


*  Sailing  vessels. 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  October  22,  1864 — 

Continued. 


Vessel. 


Station. 


Nahant . 

Lehigh . 

Pawnee . 

Nipsic . 

Canandaigua 

Dai  Ching . 

Pontiac . 

*  Para . 

Sweet  Brier . 

Daffodil . 

*  Racer . 

Chatham  . 

Larkspur . 

*  Lightning . 

Camelia . 

*Geo.  W.  Rodgers 

*  Ward . 

Cimarron . 

*  Valparaiso . 

*  Norfolk  Packet. 

Iris . 

Harvest  Moon. .  . . 

*  Blunt . 

*  Hope . 

Oleander . 

Wabash . 

Marblehead . 

Mohawk . 

Seneca . 

Huron . 

Unadilla . 

New  Ironsides  ... 

*  Midnight . 

Paul  Jones . 

Mahaska . 

Chippewa . 

Rescue . 

*  Supply . 

Weehawken . 

Housatonic . 

*  Kingfisher . 

Madgie . 


Port  Royal 

_ do . 

....do . 

_ do . 

_ do . 

_ do . 

_ do . 

....do . 

_ do . 

....do . 

....do . 

_ do . 

....do . 

....do . 

- do . 

—  do . 

_ do . 

....do . 

_ do . 

....do . 


Water  Witch 
Columbine. . 


Remarks. 


Repairing. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Repairing;  tender. 

Repairing. 

Do. 

Do. 

Disabled. 

Hospital  ship. 

Health  ship. 

Relieve  and  communicate. 
Special  duty. 

Do. 

Do. 

Southern  stations  with  stores. 
North. 

North  for  repairs. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Sunk  or  stranded. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Captured. 

Do. 


*  Sailing  vessels. 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron . 


Report  of  Rear  Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy ,  acknowledging  the 
delayed  arrival  of  the  Department' 's  confidential  dispatch. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  October  22,  186 f 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  only  last  evening- 1 
received  the  confidential  dispatch  dated  the  9th  September.  It  is 
marked  on  the  envelope,  via  Bermuda,  and  mailed  Key  West,  October 
8.  As  the  Bermuda  was  off  Charleston  on  the  14th  September  with  a 
draft  of  men,  I  presume  the  document  went  with  her  by  mistake  to 
Key  W  est.  J 

Howevei ,  I  only  received  it  last  night,  and  it  is  said  to  have  come 
by  the  revenue  cutter  Tioga,  which  left  New  York  on  the  15th  October 
and  arrived  yesterday. 

The  Department  may  be  assured  that  nothing  transpires  from  me 
of  the  intended  movement,  as  no  one  but  myself  has  seen  the  docu¬ 
ments  of  the  Department  and  the  replies  are  written  by  myself. 
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Rear-Admiral  Farragut  has  not  arrived  here  yet,  and  to  avoid  delay 
in  meeting  him  I  remain  at  this  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Daldgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Com¬ 
mander  Stone ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron ,  to 
assume  command  of  the  Savannah  blockade. 

F lag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  October  1864- 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  as  soon  as  the  weather  permits,  with  the 
Cimarron  under  your  command,  to  Savannah  River  and  take  charge  of 
the  blockade  at  that  place. 

You  will  obtain  from  the  senior  officer  present  all  the  information 
that  will  be  useful  in  carrying  on  this  duty  and  in  keeping  a  vigilant 
eye  on  the  movements  of  the  enemy  and  the  condition  of  his  defenses. 
Send  scouts  to  the  front  to  observe  the  state  of  the  same. 

You  will  forward  to  me  all  deserters  and  information  without  delay. 

Very  respectfully,  3Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  E.  Stone, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Chasing  ashore  of  the  British  steamer  Dior  a ,  off  Fort  Moultrie ,  Octo¬ 
ber  ft®,  1864- 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  information. 

No.  550.]  Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Charleston  Roads,  November  5 ,  1864- 

Sir:  I  enclose  for  your  information  a  report  in  regard  to  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  a  British  blockade  runner,  said  to  be  the  Flora ,  on  the  night  of 
the  22d,  marking  a  passage  as  confidential,  which  it  is  important  should 
not  be  known  to  the  rebels. 

Since  that,  another  vessel  attempting  to  come  out  was  driven  back 
by  the  inside  blockade. 

I  do  not  recognize  in  the  consular  dispatches  any  account  of  the 
tifoove  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Captain  Green,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Charleston. 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams, 

Off  Morris  Island ,  South  Carolina ,  October  31,  1861 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that  the  blockade  runner  which 
was  run  aground  off  Moultrie  on  the  night  of  the  22d  instant  by  the 
picket  launches  was  the  Flora ,  with  an  assorted  cargo,  which  was 
mostly  lost,  according  to  an  intercepted  rebel  telegraphic  dispatch.* 

The  proceedings  of  the  outside  blockade  to  intercept  her  are  stated 
in  the  accompanying  reports  of  Commander  Patterson  and  command¬ 
ing  officers  of  vessels  who  saw  her  on  her  passage  in. 

The  Mingoe,  the  fleetest  vessel  on  the  blockade,  failed  to  lire  a  gun 
or  to  slip  her  cable  to  go  in  pursuit  of  her. 

The  inside  picket  launches  discovered  her  in  good  season  and  opened 
lire  on,  and  causing  her  to  run  aground  on  the  southern  bank  of 
Maffit’s  Channel;  up  to  this  time  everything  wras  well  done  by  the 
inside  blockade. 

Immediately  after  she  grounded,  Acting  Master  Ricker  proceeded 
to  the  Patapsco  and  informed  Lieutenant-Commander  Madigan,  com¬ 
manding  the  advance  picket  monitor,  of  the  fact  of  the  steamer  being 
aground.  She  remained  aground  until  daylight  unmolested,  when  the 
advanced  monitors  opened  fire  upon  her  and  were  soon  after  followed 
by  the  batteries  on  Morris  Island. 

I  endeavored  to  have  her  set  on  tire,  but  failed  to  accomplish  it, 
owing  chiefly  to  the  shallow  and  rough  water  on  the  bar  where  she 
was  grounded.  I  also  directed  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to 
capture  a  rebel  boat  which,  1  learned  from  an  intercepted  rebel  dis¬ 
patch  forwarded  to  me  by  Brigadier-General  Scammon,  intended 
visiting  the  wreck  on  the  night  of  the  25th  instant.  This  project  also 
failed. 

From  the  best  information  1  can  obtain,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
Mr.  Gifford  did  his  whole  duty  in  a  highly  creditable  manner,  and  that 
if  he  had  had  the  cooperation  of  five  or  six  men  like  himself  more 
would  probably  have  been  accomplished. 

1  would  not  recommend  any  further  investigation  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  inside  blockade,  as  this  was  the  first  experience  of  the  parties 
in  an  affair  of  this  kind,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  do  better  on 
the  recurrence  of  a  similar  opportunity. 

I  also  enclose  herewith  reportsf  from  Lieutenant-Commanders  Mad¬ 
igan  and  Barrett.  Lieutenant-Commander  Lewis  omitted,  previous 
to  his  departure  from  this  anchorage,  to  forward  to  me  his  report 
agreeably  to  my  directions,  and  I  would  suggest  that  he  may  be  directed 
to  forward  it  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Green, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commaiiding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

*  It  is  very  important  that  the  rebels  should  not  [know]  that  we  intercept  their 
telegrams. — J.  A.  D. 
fNot  found. 
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Report  of  Commander  Creighton,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mingoe. 

U.  S.  S.  Mingoe, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  October  8Jh  186 J. 

Sir:  On  the  evening  of  the  22d,  about  9  o’clock,  off  to  the  north¬ 
ward  of  the  inner  buoy  of  Rattlesnake  Shoal,  a  gun  was  tired  by  the 
Wamsutta  at  a  blockade  runner.  She  passed  us  so  quickly  inshore 
that  before  I  could  slip  or  get  my  broadside  to  bear  she  was  out  of 
sight.  This  being  the  first  blockader  we  had  seen  at  night,  it  created 
confusion,  which  delayed  the  promptness  which  would  have  otherwise 
effectually  stopped  her.  The  officer  then  in  charge  of  the  deck  was 
Acting  Master  Tallman,  had  only  reported  the  day  previous  for  duty, 
and  was  inexperienced  in  regard  to  the  details  of  orders  regarding 
blockcde  runners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Blakeley  Creighton, 

Commander. 

Commander  T.  H.  Patterson. 

Senior  Officer  Offshore  Blockade. 


Report  of  Commander  Patterson,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Charleston  Bar. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 

Off  Charleston  Bar ,  October  25,  186 lp. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  21th  instant,  about  9 
p.  m.  of  the  22d  instant  the  Wamsutta  discovered  a  blockade  runner 
going  inward.  She  immediately  slipped,  fired  at  her,  and  made  the 
signal  indicating  a  vessel  going  outward,  which,  though  very  soon  recti¬ 
fied  by  her  picket  boat,  created  some  confusion  and  uncertaint}-  as  to  the 
course  of  the  stranger.  After  firing  our  broadside  at  the  blockade 
runner  she  was  not  seen  again  by  the  Wamsutta,  being  obscured  by 
the  smoke  from  the  guns  of  the  latter  until  she  had  run  out  of  sight. 

The  Mingoe ,  the  next  vessel  to  the  westward,  saw  but  did  not  fire 
at  the  strange  steamer,  and  Commander  Creighton  says  in  his  report, 
“  She  passed  in  so  quickly  inshore  that  before  1  could  slip  or  get  my 
broadside  to  bear  she  was  out  of  sight.” 

The  Laburnum ,  lying  in  2Jf  fathoms  to  the  westward  of  the  Mingoe , 
and  heading  at  the  time  N.  W.,  discovered  right  ahead  the  spray  from 
the  paddles  of  a  steamer,  without  being  able  to  distinguish  the  vessel; 
fired  her  port  bow  gun  at,  and  then  lost  sight  of  her,  slipped,  stood 
inshore,  and  after  standing  in  a  short  distance  brought  the  strange 
steamer  out  from  under  the  land  and  saw  her  for  a  moment  bearing 

w.  s.  w. 

The  Geranium ,  to  the  southward  and  westward  of  the  Laburnum, 
seeing  the  signal  made  by  the  Wamsutta  and  hearing  the  guns,  weighed 
her  anchor,  stood  inshore,  and  immediately  after  the  Laburnum  fired 
discovered  the  blockade  runner  on  her  port  bow;  fired  two  shots  at, 
and  then  lost  sight  of  her. 

The  Sonoma ,  with  every  preparation  made,  was  at  anchor  to  the 
southward  and  westward  of  Breach  Inlet,  with  a  picket  boat  inside  of 
her,  neither  of  which  saw  anything  of  the  blockade  runner. 

The  Acacia  slipped  and  stood  inshore,  but  failed  to  discover  any¬ 
thing,  and  fired  several  shots  at  random. 
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The  Azalea ,  the  most  western  vessel,  when  the  proper  signal  was 
made  indicating  a  vessel  “going  inward,”  slipped,  and  after  standing 
in  a  short  distance  discovered  what  appeared  to  be  the  spray  from 
the  paddles  of  a  steamer  and  opened  tire,  but  did  not  chase,  as  the 
object  tired  at  was  too  far  past  her  to  cut  her  off. 

About  10:  30  p.  m.  signal  was  made  by  the  Wamsutta's  picket  boat, 
vessel  “going  outward,”  but  it  was  a  false  alarm,  she  having  mistaken 
the  Geranium ,  which  was  underway  in  the  vicinity,  for  a  vessel  run¬ 
ning  the  blockade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  II.  Patterson, 

Commander  and  Senior  Office)'  Present  off  Charleston  Bar. 

Captain  J.  F.  Green, 

Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ames,  U.  S.  Army,  Third  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  Chief  of 

Artillery,  Department  of  the  South. 

Office  Chief  of  Artillery,  Department  of  the  South, 

Morris  Island,  South  Carolina,  October  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  daylight  on  October  23  a 
large  side-wheel  iron  steamer,  with  two  smokestacks,  was  discovered 
ashore  opposite  Battery  Rutledge,  Sullivan’s  Island,  she  having  run 
on  a  shoal  at  that  point  during  the  night.  This  vessel  was  painted 
lead  color,  was  very  long,  and  appeared  to  be  of  light  draft.  She  is 
probably  of  about  700  tons  burden.  The  first  shot  tired  at  her  was 
from  the  picket  monitor;  Fort  Putnam  opened  at  the  same  time  with 
two  30-pounder  Parrotts,  striking  her  on  the  quarter  at  the  second  shot. 
rI  his  was  the  first  shot  that  struck  the  blockade  runner  from  either 
army  or  navy.  Battery  Chatfield  opened  with  a  300-pounder  Parrott; 
the  third  shell  from  this  gun  passed  through  the  starboard  wheelhouse 
into  the  vessel  and  exploded,  tearing  the  wheel  and  wheelhouse  all 
away  and  breaking  up  a  large  portion  of  her  works  amidships.  Fort 
Strong  opened  with  three  100-pounders,  striking  her  many  times  in 
the  hull  and  on  her  decks.  The  navy  also  kept  up  a  fire'  upon  the 
vessel  from  two  monitors,  doing  the  steamer  much  damage. 

The  name  of  this  vessel  was  the  Flora /  she  was,  no  doubt,  running 
into  Charleston  at  the  time  of  getting  aground.  She  now  lies  a  com¬ 
plete  wreck.  This  vessel  was  distant  from  Fort  Putnam  2,700  yards, 
from  Battery  Chatfield  2,600  yards,  and  from  Fort  Strong  3,500  yards. 

The  following  amount  of  ammunition  was  expended  in  destroying 
that  steamer:  Fort  Putnam,  30-pounder  shell,  38;  21-pounder  shelly 
Battery  Chatfield,  300  pounder  shell,  7.  Fort  Strong,  100-pounder 
shell,  77.  Total,  111.  Ninety-eight  of  these  shell  struck  the  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Ames, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Third  Rhode  Island  Artillery, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Department  of  the  South. 

Lieutenant  Thomas  J.  Robinson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  Confederate  torpedo  boat  at  Savannah  and  the  forward¬ 
ing  of  the  same  to  Mobile. 


No.  533.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Idarbor,  S.  C. ,  October  21/,  1861/. 
Sir:  Deserters  recently  arrived  from  Savannah  report  that  a  torpedo 
boat  has  just  been  finished  at  that  place  and  immediately  sent  to  Mobile 
by  railroad,  which  it  may  be  well  to  know  there. 

Also  that  the  Union  prisoners  have  been  removed  18  miles  from 
Savannah. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Captain  Green,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  commanding  o fivers  of  moni¬ 
tors  regarding  n  ight  signals  furnished  to  the  army. 

U.  S.  Sloop  John  Adams, 

Off  Morris  Island,  South  Carolina ,  October  27,  186k. 

The  established  night  signals  for  “rams  in  sight  and  near”  and 
“blockade  runners  going  out”  have  been  furnished  to  the  army, 
which,  in  the  event  of  either  being  seen  at  night,  will  be  signalized 
from  Cumming’s  Point  to  the  advance  monitors. 

The  commanding  officer  of  each  monitor  will  take  a  copy  of  this 
order. 

J.  F.  Green, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  C harleston. 

Commanding  Officers  of  Monitors. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Green, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  furnish  list  of  vessels  that  have  passed  or  attempted  to 
pass  the  blockade  since  August  1,  1861/. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  October  27,  1861/.. 

Sir:  I  send  you  the  Iris y  the  Sweet  Brier  will  follow  by  sunset. 
There  is  information  of  a  gunboat  in  the  Pedee  nearly  ready  to  come 
down  to  Georgetown  with  at  least  two  heavy  guns.  Warn  the  I  lam- 

beau  not  to  be  surprised.  _ 

I  shall  send  up  there  the  Canandmgua  or  Pawnee  as  soon  as  either 

is  ready,  which  may  not  be  before  Sunday  next. 

Please  to  send  me  a  list  of  all  vessels  that  have  passed  the  blockade 
or  have  been  prevented  from  doing  so  by  being  driven  back  oi  inn 

ashore  since  August  1  last. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Captain  Joseph  F.  Green, 

Senior  Officer  Present  off  Charleston, 

N  W  R— VOL  16  —  -8 
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Report  of  Commander  Creighton ,  U.  8.  Navy,  coalman  ding  U.  8.  S. 

Mingoe ,  regarding  casualties  to  that  vessel  during  a  gale. 

U.  S.  S.  Mingoe, 

Off  Charleston,  8.  C. ,  October  28, 186 f. 

Sir:  Last  night,  at  9:30,  while  at  my  station  to  the  northward  of 
Rattlesnake  Shoal,  in  3  fathoms  of  water,  with  a  stormy  wind  from  the 
southward  and  westward,  with  a  heavy  sea  breaking  where  I  laid, 
finding  the  ship  drifting,  I  hove  up  my  anchor  to  shift  my  berth  in 
deeper  water.  While  catting  the  anchor,  a  sea  washed  overboard  the 
captain  of  the  forecastle.  I  stopped,  and  while  lowering  a  boat,  struck 
heavily  on  the  bottom.  I  succeeded  in  getting  off  and  rescuing  the 
man,  but  on  the  boat’s  return  to  the  vessel  she  capsized  and  was  lost, 
but  the  crew  and  all  were  got  on  board.  Not  knowing  what  damage  I 
might  have  sustained,  and  [realizing]  that  my  anchors  were  too  light 
for  the  gale  then  blowing,  1  concluded  to  keep  underway,  and  toward 
morning  found  n^  tiller  was  broken  off  from  the  rudder,  to  which  it  is 
joined  bv  iron  bands  cast  to  the  rudder.  1  succeeded  in  steering  her 
with  the  iron  tiller  on  the  spar  deck,  but  that  broke.  I  have  another, 
but  with  the  iron  tiller  she  steers  so  wildly  that  I  do  not  think  it  safe, 
and,  like  the  others,  it  may  break  at  any  moment.  The  engineer 
reports  also  that  the  working  of  the  ship  last  night  strained  the  expan¬ 
sion  joint,  scalding  one  of  the  men,  and  by  the  working  of  the  hurri¬ 
cane  deck  broke  the  whistle  pipe.  The  whole  frame  of  the  engine  is 
loose.  A  further  report  from  the  engineer  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  it 
can  be  made  out. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Blakeley  Creighton, 

Commander. 

Commander  T.  Id.  Patterson, 

Senior  Officer  Outside  Blockade. 


Report  of  Rear- Admired-  Dahlgren ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  general 
matters  pertaining  to  his  command. 

No.  543]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C.,  October  29,  186 f. 

Sir:  I.  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  having  received  the  Department’s 
communication  of  the  Gth  instant,  enclosing  copy  of  a  dispatch*  to  the 
State  Department,  dated  the  24th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  arrival  and 
departure  of  blockade  runners  at  and  from  the  blockaded  ports,  in 
which  I  observe  that  Charleston  is  included. 

I  regret  to  say  that  this  represents  about  the  best  that  can  be  done 
with  the  present  force,  when  taken  in  connection  with  the  blockade 
runners  that  have  been  driven  back  or  destroyed.  The  Prince  Albert , 
Mary  Bowers,  and  the  Constance  have  been  stranded  and  sunk,  as  well 
as  a  fine  large  steamer  which  was  driven  ashore  on  the  shoal  side  of 
the  channel  opposite  Sullivan’s  Island  on  the  22d  instant.  The  latter 
was  principally  effected  by  the  picket  boats. 

I  have  been  compelled  for  the  want  of  something  better  to  organize 
two  divisions,  of  these,  and  they,  with  the  tugs,  run  close  in  by  the 
batteries  at  night,  at  the  risk  of  being*  pelted  with  grape. 


*See  Series  I,  volume  10,  p.  477. 
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.The  tug  Arnaranthus  has  just  been  sent  down  for  repairs,  an  8  or 
10  inch  shot  having  passed  through  her,  and  not  far  from  her  boilers. 

In  this  connection  I  have  also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  com¬ 
munication  in  regard  to  a  design  for  passing  in  troops  to  reinforce  the 
rebels. 

I  beg  leave  to  say  that  the  blockade  of  some  of  the  ports  south  of 
Ossabaw  is  very  weak,  such  as  St.  Catherine’s,  Doboy,  Altamaha,  and 
St.  Simon’s,  where  the  main  channels  are  each  held  by  a  single  sailing 
vessel,  as  the  Department  will  see  by  the  semimonthly  returns,  while 
on  each  side  is  a  wide  scope  of  water,  accessible  to  light-draft  steamers, 
such  as  run  into  Charleston.  At  Sapelo  and  St.  Andrew’s  are  steamers. 

The  blockade  at  Charleston  monopolizes  all  the  best  vessels,  and  the 
continued  service  there  keeps  many  of  them  under  repair. 

At  this  time,  when  most  needed,  four  of  the  finest  steamers  are  here 
in  the  hands  of  the  mechanics:  The  Canandaigua ,  Pawnee ,  Pontiac , 
and  Nipsicj  also  the  Dai  Cking  and  three  large  tugs,  Arnaranthus , 
Sweet  Brier ,  and  Camelia.  The  Laburnum  has  broken  a  fan  of  her 
propeller;  and  when  these  return,  others  demand  attention. 

The  Cimarron  is  doing  duty  with  one  boiler,  and  when  the  James 
Adger  goes  I  lose  the  best  seagoing  steamer,  nearly  as  fast  as  the 
Pontiac  and  Mingoe,  but  capable  of  keeping  the  sea  in  any  weather, 
and  can  carry  at  least  thirty  days’  coal. 

Georgetown  will  also  require  more  force,  as  I  have  information  that 
a  gunboat  is  building  in  the  Pedee,  and  may  be  expected  down  before 
long,  said  to  carry  eight  guns,  two  of  them  heavy;  so  the  Pawnee  or 
Canandaigua  must  go  there  to  blockade  her. 

I  had  contemplated  a  move  on  the  Georgetown  batteries,  and  had 
examined  the  locality  with  a  view  thereto,  but  Commander  Colvoco- 
resses,  whom  I  had  designed  to  bear  a  chief  part,  and  had  made  the 
preliminary  examination,  being  withdrawn,  and  then  the  Wabash  with 
her  large  crew,  I  found  it  beyond  my  means. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Comma/nder  Patter¬ 
son,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  JJ.  S.  S.  James  Adger,  to  proceed  to 
duty  at  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  October  29,  186 J 
Sir:  The  Navy  Department  informs  me  that  the  Cambridge *  has 
been  ordered  here  for  duty. 

When  relieved  by  that  vessel,  you  will,  by  order  of  the  Navy 
Department,  proceed  without  delay  to  the  coast  off  Wilmington,  N.  C., 
and  report  to  the  senior  officer  present  for  duty  in  the  North  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Scmth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.. 

Commander  T.  H.  Patterson, 

Senior  Officer  Present  off  Charleston  Bar,  Outer  Blockade. 


*  The  U.  S.  S.  Cambridge  arrived  off  Charleston  February  12,  1865. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Harri¬ 
son. ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  enjoining  vigilance  against  the  escape  of  Confeder¬ 
ate  gunboat  from  the  Pedee  River. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C. ,  October  29,  186 j. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Canandaigua  under  your  command 
to  the  entrance  of  Winyah  Bay  and  relieve  the  Pawnee,  handing  Com¬ 
mander  Baleh  the  enclosed  order. 

I  have  been  informed  that  the  rebels  have  built  a  gunboat  on  the 
Pedee,  which  may  be  expected  to  come  down  as  soon  as  the  river  is 
high  enough.  She  is  said  to  be  of  light  draft  and  to  carry  eight  guns, 
of  which  two  are  X-inch. 

The  accounts  may  be  exaggerated,  but  it  is  well  to  be  prepared. 

You  will  take  position  in  the  channel  and  prevent  the  vessel  from 
getting  out  to  sea. 

I  wish  you  to  send  a  boat  occasionally  to  scout  the  shore  to  the 
Santee,  and  observe  if  any  attempt  is  made  to  fortify  North  Island  or 
South  Island  and  inform  me  thereof  by  the  first  opportunity. 

You  will  direct  the  Flambeau  to  return  to  Charleston  and  report  for 
duty  there,  first  receiving  her  pilot. 

There  is  a  fisherman  on  North  Island  who  has  given  useful  informa¬ 
tion,  and  may  continue  to  do  so;  give  him  a  ration  if  he  is  serviceable 
in  this  way. 

You  may  rate  the  pilot,  Prince  Coit,  at  $60  per  month. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  N.  B.  Harrison,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Canandaigua. 

[Enclosure.] 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  October  29,  186 f 

Sir:  On  the  reporting  of  Commander  Harrison,  commanding  the 
Canandaigua,  you  will  transfer  your  pilot  to  that  vessel  and  proceed  to 
Charleston  and  report  to  the  senior  officer  present  for  blockade  duty 
there. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  G.  B.  Balcii, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pawnee. 


Detailed  reqport  of  Captain  Green,  U  8.  Navy ,  senior  officer  of 
Charleston,  regarding  vessels  that  hare  passed  or  attempted  to  pass 
the  blockade  since  August,  186 j. 


U.  S.  Sloop  John  Adams, 

Off  Morris  Island,  South  Carolina,  October •  31,  186 f 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  27th  instant,  I  respect¬ 
fully  submit  the  following  statement  of  vessels  that  are  known  to  have 
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passed  the  blockade  of  this  port  or  have  been  prevented  from  doing 
so  since  the  1st  of  August  last: 

August  9.  At  daylight  a  propeller  steamer  was  discovered  aground 
off  Moultrie.  She  was  set  on  fire  and  destroyed  by  shells  from  the 
Catshill  and  batteries  on  Morris  Island.  She  proved  to  be  the  Prince 
Albert ,  bound  in. 

August  31.  The  side-wheel  steamer  Mary  Powers,  running  in,  struck 
the  wreck  of  the  Georgiana  off  Long  Island  and  sank.  She  was  dis¬ 
covered  by  the  outside  fleet  at  daylight. 

September  3.  A  large  side-wheel  steamer  ran  out  through  Maffitt’s 
Channel.  She  was  tired  upon  by  the  picket  boats  with  musketry,  and 
signal  made  inside  “  Blockade  runner  going  out,’?  but  she  was  not  seen 
by  the  outside  vessels. 

September  5.  Steamer,  outward  bound,  headed  off  and  obliged  to 
put  back. 

September  8.  Deserters  from  Charleston  report  blockade  runners 
Druid,  Syren,  Fox,  and  Stag  inside. 

September  9.  Steamer  ran  out.  She  was  fired  upon  repeatedly  by 
the  Amaranthus  inside  and  by  the  Azalea  outside  and  escaped. 

October  5.  A  side- wheel  steamer  attempted  to  run  out  and  was 
turned  back  by  the  picket  launch. 

October  6.  At  daylight  a  large  side-wheel  steamer  was  discovered 
sunk  near  the  wreck  of  the  Georgiana  off  Long  Island.  She  proved 
to  be  the  Constance,  and  was  bound  in. 

October  6.  A  side-wheel  steamer  attempted  to  run  out  and  was 
driven  back  by  the  picket  boats.  A  large  screw  steamer  ran  in  and 
afterwards  a  side-wheel  steamer  ran  out;  neither  were  seen  by  the 
outside  blockade. 

October  8.  A  side-wheel  steamer  ran  in  and  another  was  driven 
back  by  the  picket  launches;  neither  were  seen  outside. 

October  ]  9.  A  blockade  runner  made  her  appearance  near  Sumter, 
evidently  with  the  intention  of  running  out,  and  went  up  the  harbor 
just  before  the  moon  rose. 

October  22.  A  large  side-wheel  steamer,  running  in,  was  driven 
aground  off  Moultrie  by  the  picket  launches  and  the  next  day  destroyed 
by  shells  from  the  monitors  and  the  batteries  on  Morris  Island.  She 
proved  to  be  the  Flora,  A  steamer  also  attempted  to  run  out,  but 
turned  back. 

October  24.  A  steamer  attempted  to  run  out,  but  turned  back. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Green, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Achmiml  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Swann,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  b.  A. 
Lodona ,  at  Sapelo. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
PortFoyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  October  31,  186 f. 
Sir-  You  are  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Lodona,  now 
at  Sapelo,  and  will  repair  thither  by  the  first  convenient  opportunity. 
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^  on  will  expedite  as  much  as  possible  the  work  of  cleaning  her 
bottom,  now  being  performed  by  the  divers. 

Be  vigilant  in  observing  the  rebel  movements  in  the  vicinity,  and 
any  attempt  on  the  Lodona  by  torpedoes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

-J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  R.  P.  Swann, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Potomska ,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 


Distribution  of  Vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. , 

N<rvember  1 ,  186 f 


Vessel. 

Station. 

Remark 

Canandaigua . . 

Do . 

*  Mangham . 

Pawnee . 

Outside  the  bar. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Inside  the  bar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Repairing. 

Adger . 

Dai  Ching . 

Pontiac . 

Wamsutta . . 

Sonoma . 

Flambeau . 

Mingoe . 

Laburnum . 

Acacia . 

Azalea . 

Patapsco . 

Sangamon . 

Catskill . 

Nahant . 

Home . 

*Bruen . 

*  Adams . 

Clover  . 

Dandelion . 

Geranium . 

Gladiolus . 

Catalpa . . 

Amarantlms . 

Hydrangea . 

Sweet  Brier . 

Montauk . 

McDonough  . _ 

Stono. . . . 

*  Smith . 

Stettin . 

*  Percy  Drayton . 

Tender. 

*  Saratoga . 

*  Wild  Cat . 

Tender. 

New  Hampshire . 

Philadelphia . 

Pettit . 

Arethusa . 

Carnation . 

*  Houghton . 

♦Orvetta . 

*  Sea  Foam . 

Cimarron . 

Memphis . 

Swift . 

Tender. 

♦^Williams . 

Passaic . . 

Wissahickon . 

*  Thunder . 

Tender. 

Flag . 

Winona . 

Jonquil . 

*  Fefnandina . 

Lodona  . 

*  Allen . 

♦Griffith . 

♦Braziliera . 

St.  Simon’s . 

*  Sailing  vessel. 
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Distribution  of  Vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  November  1,  1864 — 

Continued. 


Vessel. 

Station. 

Remarks. 

Sanford . 

*  Perry . 

Ottawa . 

Norwich . 

. do . 

Hale . 

Lehigh . 

Repairing. 

Do. 

Nantucket . 

. do  .  I . 

_ do . 

Do. 

_ do . 

Do. 

Do. 

*  Para . 

. do . 

Do. 

Do. 

....do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

_ do . 

Repairing,  tender. 

Repairing. 

Do. 

_ do . 

. do . 

_ do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Hospital  ship. 

Health  ship. 

Relieve  and  communicate. 

. do . 

Special  duty. 

Do. 

Do. 

Southern  stations  with  stores. 

North. 

North  for  repairs. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Sunk  or  stranded. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Captured. 

Do. 

_ - _ — - 

*  Sailing  vessel. 


John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  suggesting  movements 
fern  the  occupation  of  the  territory  between  the  Pedee  and  Santee 
rivers  as  a  base  for  further  operations. 

Confidential.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 

Charleston  Roads,  November  2,  186 f 

Sm:  This  will  be  handed  to  the  Department  by  Mr.  Ward,  who  has 
very  recently  lied  from  his  home  in  South  Carolina.  He  repiesents  to 
me  that  he  lived  at  Kingstree  (Williamsburg  County),  on  the  North¬ 
eastern  Railroad,  leading  north  from  Charleston,  and  has  considerable 
property  there  in  land  and  otherwise;  states  that  he  has  always  been  a 
Union  man  and  has  now  abandoned  home  and  property  rather  than 
serve  in  the  rebel  Army,  which  was  about  to  be  forced  on  him  by  con¬ 
scription.  He  has  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  his  acquaintance 
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with  the  country  where  he  resided  may  be  turned  to  good  account  if 
the  Government  is  disposed  to  the  undertaking.  Mr.  Ward  states  that 
the  rebel  armies  derive  large  supplies  from  his  neighborhood  in  cattle 
and  other  food.  It  is  notorious  that  Georgetown  is  a  principal  rice 
district,  and  the  crop  is  yet  on  the  ground.  Quite  recently  the  boats 
of  the  Potomska  destroyed  a  large  quantity  in  the  stack  on  the  Santee. 

By  passing  up  the  Santee  the  [Northeastern]  Railroad,  which  crosses 
it,  can  be  severed,  for  which  boats  will  be  chiefly  used  in  connection 
with  a  small  party  of  cavalry  ascending  the  Pedee  and  its  banks  with 
a  mixed  force.  The  [Wilmington,  Columbia  and  Augusta]  Railroad, 
leading  to  Wilmington,  is  to  be  cut  at  Mars  Bluff,  [S.  C.]. 

These  movements,  executed  rapidly,  will  prevent  all  aid  from  Charles¬ 
ton  or  Wilmington  and  permit  the  occupation  of  the  territory  between 
the  two  rivers,  which  may  serve  as  a  base  for  further  operations.  The 
Santee  is  open.  To  enter  the  Pedee,  Georgetown  will  be  first  occupied, 
which  can  certainly  be  done  without  incurring  much  detention,  its 
channel  being  defended  by  a  battery  of  ten  guns,  two  of  which  are 
X-inch. 

1  his  I  can  venture  an  opinion  upon,  having  already  given  it  much 
attention  and  had  a  reconnoissance  made  with  the"  view  chiefly  to 
destroy  the  gunboat  said  to  be  building  up  the  Pedee,  as  well  as  to 
ascertain  how  Florence  could  be  reached  in  case  the  Government  had 
any  idea  of  making  an  attempt  to  release  the  Union  soldiers  held  there 
as  prisoners. 

Mr.  Ward’s  familiarity  with  the  country  and  its  roads  offers  an 
unexpected  facility  which  might  be  turned  to  good  account  at  this 
season,  and,  if  successful,  might  develop  even  better  results  than  those 
which  appear  at  first  sight. 

One  thing  1  would  urge  earnestly— that  entire  secrecy  be  observed. 
It  may  be  set  down  as  equal  to  half  the  force  necessary  otherwise.  I 
believe  all  the  information  that  regards  roads  is  in  possession  of  Mr. 
Ward,  and  I  have  what  is  required  to  enter  the  Santee  and  George¬ 
town. 

The  season  is  propitious  if  the  action  is  prompt.  I  give  Mr.  Ward 
a  few  lines  of  introduction  merely,  and  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear- A  dmiral,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Daldgren,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  arrival 
at  Port  Royal ,  S.  C .,  of  the  U.  S.  Ship  St.  Louis. 

No.  54  o]  Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Charleston  Roads ,  S.  C,  November  3,  186 f 
Sm:  !  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  ship  St.  Louis 
arrived  at  Port  Royal  on  the  2d  instant  for  duty  in  this  squadron,  and 
i  enclose  reports  showing  the  condition  of  the  ship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

r>  i  7  •  7  ^  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Com¬ 
mander  Chaplin ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Dai  Clung,  to 
proceed  to  8t.  Andrew's  Sound. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

.  ( Charleston  Roads ,  8.  C. ,  November  4,  186k. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Dai  Ching  to  St.  Andrew’s,  [Ga.], 
and  relieve  the  U.  S.  S.  Mary  Sanford ,  receiving  her  pilot,  if  she  has 
one,  and  any  information  that  he  may  have  to  communicate. 

1  wish  that  activity  may  he  encouraged  among  the  officers  and  crew 
by  judicious  expeditions  into  the  inland  waters  that  are  contiguous.  > 

*  *  *  *  *  -X-  * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blocking  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  C.  Chaplin,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Dai  Ching. 


Repart  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  transmitting  report 
of  Assistant  Paymaster  Tuttle,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  obstructions 
in  Charleston  Harbor. 

No.  548.]  Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Charleston  Roads,  8.  G. ,  November  f  186 f 
Sir:  Since  transmitting  to  the  Department  a  reply  in  regard  to  the 
obstructions  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  I  have  received  the  enclosed 
from  Assistant  Paymaster  Tuttle. 

This  gentleman  has  long  been  engaged  in  the  astronomical  depart¬ 
ment  of  Cambridge  and  is  a  practiced  observer.  With  my  permission 
he  went  to  New  York  to  procure  a  very  powerful  instrument,  at  his 
own  cost,  and  with  which  he  observes  the  rebel  positions  whenever  the 
atmosphere  permits. 

There  have  been  rumors  that  obstructions  were  in  progress  near  Fort 
Sumter,  but  they  were  so  indefinite  as  to  require  confirmation. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Catskill, 
Charleston  Roads,  8.  C. ,  November  <2,  186 Jh 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  brief  report  of  the  obstructions  in  Charleston  harbor,  seen  by 
me  on  Sunday  afternoon  last. 

The  obstructions  extended  from  the  walls  of  Sumter  to  within  a  short 
distance  of  Battery  Bee,  and  for  the  first  200  yards  from  Sumter  con¬ 
sisted  simply  of  log-s,  which  have  been  frequently  observed  by  me 
during  the  past  summer.  Commencing  near  the  extremity  of  the  logs 
are  a  succession  of  rafts  and  buoys  about  4  rods  apart  and  extending 
to  Battery  Bee.  These  rafts  and  buoys  were  attached  to  obstructions 
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below  the  water  and  between  them,  as  could  be  plainly  seen  from  the 
ripple  on  the  surface  of  the  water. 

Some  400  yards  seaward  of  buoy  No.  3  I  observed  an  object  resem¬ 
bling  the  head  of  a  large  barrel  and  having  a  conical  object  affixed  to 
its  center.  Some  of  the  officers  on  this  vessel  are  of  opinion  that  it  is 
a  buoy  placed  there  by  the  Lehigh  in  1863. 

Two  objects  seen  by  me  on  the  13th  of  August  last  were  not  visible 
on  Sunday.  These  were  reported  to  you  by  Captain  Harrison,  and  one 
consisted  of  the  wheelhouse  of  a  steamer,  and  the  other,  apparently,  of 
a  steam  boiler  in  a  vertical  position. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Horace  P.  Tuttle, 
Assistant  Paymaster. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


R  eport  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Madigan ,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
77.  S.  S.  Patapsco,  regardin  g  the  destruction  of  a  beached  sloop  o  ff 
Fort  Moultrie. 

IT.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Patapsco, 

Off  Fort  Wagner,  Charleston  LLarbor ,  S.  G,  November  5 , 186 f 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  signal  at  9  a.  m.  of  this  day,  I  opened  tire 
upon  the  small  sloop  that  was  on  the  beach  in  front  of  Fort  Moultrie. 
As  1  was  at  anchor  at  the  time,  and  lying  stern  toward  the  sloop,  I 
commenced  firing  with  the  12-pounder  Dahlgren  howitzer,  hitting 
twice  in  thirteen  shots.  We  were  then  about  2,700  yards  distant  from 
the  sloop.  I  concluded  the  150-pounder  rifle  would  make  shorter  work 
of  the  destruction  in  view,  on  account  of  the  size  of  its  projectile,  so  I 
got  underway  and  steamed  around  to  bring  the  150-pounder  rifle  into 
play  and  commenced  firing  with  it  at  the  sloop.  I  was  now  fired  upon 
by  lort  Moultrie,  the  enemy  using  shells  and  shot  which  would  cer¬ 
tainly  have  hit  this  vessel  had  she  not  been  continually  changing  her 
position  by  steaming  and  drifting;  one  shell  burst  nearly  over  us  and 
two  pieces  struck  the  vessel,  doing  no  damage  beyond  staving  the  gig 
slightly  and  bruising  one  of  the  torpedo  spars.  Finding  us  so  hard  to 
hit  the  enemy  ceased  after  firing  a  few  shots.  When  I  had  fired  ten 
shots  with  the  150-pounder  rifle  I  anchored  at  my  station,  in  obedience 
to  signal,  having  struck  the  sloop  once  and  set  her  on  fire.  All  our 
shots  were  good  line  shots,  but  being  in  a  strong  tideway  it  was  diffi¬ 
cult  to  keep  the  vessel  steady  so  as  to  preserve  our  aim. 

Ihe  destruction  of  the  sloop  by  burning  will  be  perfect.  She  seems 
to  have  had  a  cargo  of  cotton  and  turpentine. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Madigan, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Patapsco. 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Endorsement.] 

In  communicating  the  above  I  beg  leave  to  say  to  the  Department 
that  the  work  was  so  well  done  that  the  conflagration  made  a  consid- 
eiable  appearance  at  night.  1  he  batteries  from  Gregg  had  been  firing 
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without  effect,  when  I  signaled  to  the  Patapsco  to  open  fire,  which 
was  done  as  above  related. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear  Admiral,  Commanding .,  etc.,  off  Charleston ,  November  5. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Thomp¬ 
son,  IT.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  in  the  Stono  River ,  regarding  proper 
location  of  buoys  in  view  of  changes  in  the  channel. 


Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Charleston  Roads,  8.  C,  November  5,  186 f 

Sir:  1  sent  the  chief  pilot  to  examine  the  channel  at  Stono,  and  he 
reports  to  me  that  it  has  changed  entirely  in  direction  and  has  increased 
in  depth. 

I  wish  you  to  send  a  competent  officer  to  look  into  this  and  to  the 
proper  location  of  the  buoys. 

The  pilot  stationed  there  seems  to  have  overlooked  the  change 
entirety,  which,  by  the  way,  at  North  Edisto,  has  just  cost  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  $30,000  in  the  loss  of  a  coal  vessel. 

You  will  perceive  that  my  General  Order  No.  75  requires  attention 
to  such  matters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Egbert  Thompson,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Officer  in  the  Stono. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Com¬ 
mander  Stillwell,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  continued  cooperation  with 
the  army  in  St.  John’s  River. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  November  7,  186 f. 
Sir:  I  have  received  yours  of  the  3d,  stating  that  General  Foster 
had  given  orders  for  the  evacuation  of  Magnolia,  [Fla]. 

I  have  no  communication  from  General  Foster  on  the  subject. 

The  operation  in  the  St.  John’s  was  purely  military,  and  had  no 
naval  object  beyond  assisting  the  troops. 

You  will  therefore  continue  to  render  the  general  such  aid  as  you 
can  in  maintaining  his  positions  and  his  communications,  which,  I  pre¬ 
sume,  will  not  place  the  vessels  in  advance  of  military  position;  but  if 
the  question  arises,  refer  to  me. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  Stillwell, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Ottawa ,  Senior  Officer  Present  in  the  St.  John's. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Green , 
U.  8.  Nary ,  urging  readiness  for  repelling  attack  upon  picket  boats 
by  Confederate  launches. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  November  7,  186 f 
Sir:  Yours  of  the  31st  was  received.  I  notice  the  statements  of 
deserters  that  the  rebels  are  fitting  or  have  fitted  “four  launches  for 
the  purpose  of  capturing  our  picket  boats.” 

Please  to  make  this  known  to  the  officers  and  men  of  our  boats,  and 
say  to  them  that  I  shall  be  grievously  disappointed  if  this  design  is 
not  made  to  recoil  on  the  rebels. 

We  have  four  launches  and  five  other  boats.  Let  care  be  taken  to 
have  them  well  manned  and  officered;  have  the  howitzers  loaded  with 
grape  and  the  muskets  with  buckshot.  Keep  the  four  launches  well 
in  support  of  each  other,  and  the  lighter  boats  so  placed  as  to  prevent 
any  surprise,  not  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  shock,  but  when  the  boats 
are  engaged  to  close  and  use  their  buckshot  with  effect. 

The  tugs  should  have  24-pounder  howitzers  for  the  occasion,  loaded 
with  canister,  and  endeavor  also  to  run  over  the  rebel  boats.  Rifle 
guns  are  of  no  use  in  such  a  melee. 

If  the  attack  is  made,  and  our  men  win,  I  should  value  it  above  all 
things. 

With  the  canister  and  buckshot  should  go  the  bowie  knife;  rifles, 
shells,  and  swords  are  less  useful  for  such  an  occasion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Captain  Joseph  F.  Green, 

Senior  Officer  Present  off  Charleston. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  sample 
of  rope  cut  from  a  buoy  taken  up  in  Port  Royal  Harbor. 

No.  556.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  November  8 ,  186 f 
Sir:  I  transmit  a  sample  of  rope  cut  from  a  buoy  just  taken  up. 

I  had  gone  out  of  the  roads  to  examine  more  closely  the  locality  and 
track  whereby  the  blockade  runners  pass  and  was  near  to  one  of  the 
wrecks,  close  into  Long  Island,  when  a  floating  object  was  perceived 
which  looked  like  a  torpedo.  It  was  picked  up,  and  on  examination 
found  to  be  precisely  similar  to  the  floating  torpedoes,  but  had  neither 
fuze  nor  powder,  which  puzzled  me  as  to  its  purpose. 

Oil  cutting  the  rope  attached  to  it  there  was  found  a  wire  rope 
within,  from  which  was  taken  the  inclosed  sample;  it  is  evidently 
intended  to  convey  a  galvanic  current  and  was  floated  by  buoys 
It  must  have  required  a  great  force  to  part  this  rope,  and  was 
probably  done  by  some  steamer  passing  out  of  the  usual  course. 

Undei  the  ciicumstances  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  communica¬ 
tion  was  with  some  one  of  the  fixed  torpedoes,  and  if  so,  most  probably 
with  one  that  is  said  to  have  been  lately  put  down  near  Sumter. 
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The  telegraphic  wires  are  all  sunken  on  the  bottom,  as  reported  by 
deserters  who  have  had  to  do  with  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Gomdg.  Smith  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  a  system  of 

escape  for  Union  prisoners. 

No.  557 — Confidential.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  November  8,  186  f 

Sir:  Three  of  our  officers  and  one  noncommissioned  officer  have 
just  reached  this  squadron  from  Charleston.  Ten  refugees  came  with 
them. 

It  appears  that  a  regular  system  of  escaping  is  organized  for  those 
who  can  pay.  Several  persons  are  concerned  who  procure  papers  of 
various  kinds  and  clothes,  which  not  only  get  the  favored  parties  from 
among  the  prisoners  at  some  convenient  opportunity,  but  even  protect 
them  against  conscription,  and  finally  they  are  brought  away  in  boats. 
I  have  seen  the  papers  and  it  is  evident  that  they  are  excellent  forger¬ 
ies,  or  else  some  officials  are  concerned.  Sentinels  on  picket  must 
connive  too. 

The  sum  paid  by  each  was  $250. 

At  this  time  there  are  some  forty  more  on  hand  to  come,  and  all  are 
out  of  prison.  These  just  escaped  agree  that  if  they  got  off  safely 
four  shells  should  be  fired  into  the  town  in  rapid  succession  to-night 
between  8  and  9  o’clock,  which  will  be  done. 

It  is  all  important  to  those  who  are  to  escape  that  this  should  be 
strictly  secret,  and  I  have  therefore  marked  this  confidential. 

I  enclose  a  paper  of  the  4th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Preble , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  Ship  St.  Louis ,  to  proceed  to  duty 
in  North  Edisto. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  November  8,  186 h- 
Sir:  Your  orders  of  the  3d  instant  to  proceed  toDoboy  and  relieve 
the  Ethan  Allan  are  hereby  revoked,  and  you  will  proceed  to  North 
Edisto  with  the  St.  Louis  under  your  command  and  relieve  the  U.  S. 
S.  Stettin ,  receiving  from  Lieutenant  Van  Alstine  any  information 
which  may  be  useful  to  you  in  doing  blockade  duty  at  that  place. 

On  your  arrival  off  the  bar  at  North  Edisto,  you  will  receive  on 
board  Fleet  Pilot  Haffards,  who  will  pilot  your  vessel  inside.  If  he  is 
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not  there,  anchor  and  wait  for  him,  or  keep  underway,  as  your  judg¬ 
ment  may  best  direct. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  George  Henry  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  St.  Louis. 


Report  of  Captain  Green ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  escape  of  a  block¬ 
ade  runner  into  Charleston ,  November  7,  186  i. 

U.  S.  Sloop  John  Adams, 

Off  Morris  Island ,  South  Carolina ,  November  8 ,  1861h 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  a  large  side-wheel  steamer 
ran  into  the  port  of  Charleston  on  the  7th  instant  at  about  1  o’clock 
a.  m.  She  was  seen  and  tired  upon  by  several  of  the  outside  block¬ 
ading  vessels,  and  also  by  the  launches  inside.  The  latter  tired  forty- 
one  shot  at  her,  many  of  them  at  a  distance  not  exceeding  100  yards, 
and  were  heard  to  strike  her. 

The  picket  monitors  and  tugs,  so  far  as  I  have  learned,  did  not  tire 
a  gun. 

The  reports  of  commanding  officers  in  relation  to  -their  proceedings 
on  the  occasion  will  be  forwarded  to  you  as  soon  as  they  are  received. 

I  enclose  herewith  Lieutenant-Commander  Luce’s  report  *  of  a  shell 
tired  from  Battery  Marshall  yesterday  morning,  which  struck  and 
exploded  on  board  of  the  Pontiac ,  killing  and  wounding  several  of  his 
crew,  and  slightly  damaging  the  vessel. 

Also  Carpenter  Thomas’s  report  f  of  the  damages  sustained  by  the 
Pontiac. 

I  do  not  think  the  injury  as  serious  as  Carpenter  Thomas  represents, 
but  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Pontiac  to  go  to  Port  Royal  as  early  as 
convenient  to  have  her  deck  and  hawse  hole  repaired,  and  to  have  a 
guard  put  on  the  cutwater  in  lieu  of  the  displaced  casting,  and  in  the 
meanwhile  a  new  casting  should  be  ordered  from  the  North.  There  is 
a  spare  hawse  hole  in  good  condition  on  the  same  side  as  the  one  that 
is  injured. 

A  torpedo  craft  was  seen  from  Cumming’s  Point  this  forenoon, 
moving  about  in  the  vicinity  of  Castle  Pinckney. 

The  brig  J.  IF.  Spencer ,  of  and  from  Philadelphia,  with  495  tons  of 
coal  for  the  navy,  arrived  off  the  bar  yesterday.  Her  rudder  is 
damaged,  and  I  shall  have  her  brought  inside  for  discharge  when  the 
bar  will  admit  of  it. 

The  rudderhead  of  the  Gladiolus  is  split,  and  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
send  her  to  Port  Royal  to  have  it  repaired,  although  her  services  here 
are  very  much  needed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Green, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


*See  p.  51. 


t  See  p.  52. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy 
; yard ,  New  York ,  regarding  the  U.  S.  hark  Gemsbok. 


Navy  Department,  November  9 ,  186  f. 
Sir:  Direct  the  U.  S.  bark  Gemsbok  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C., 
and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  for  duty,  taking  any  stores  that 
she  can  carry  for  that  squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Rear-Admiral  Hiram  Paulding, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard ,  New  York. 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Mayor- General 
Foster ,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  removal  of  obstruction  in  Savan¬ 
nah  River ,  to  facilitate  the  transfer  of  sick  and  wounded  soldiers 
from  the  North. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. ,  November  9,  186 f. 
General:  I  have  received  yours  of  the  7th  instant,  requesting  that 
Captain  Stone  be  instructed  to  remove  the  chain  cable  that  is  now 
across  the  Savannah  River,  in  order  to  avoid  the  time  and  trouble  of 
transferring  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  who  are  expected  from  the 
North,  etc. 

I  shall  send  an  order  to  Captain  Stone  to  that  effect;  at  the  same 
time  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  advisableness  of  doing  noth¬ 
ing  that,  by  inference  or  otherwise,  can  eidighten  the  rebels  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  obstructions  that  remain  there,  or  the  facility  with  which 
they  maj^  be  passed;  because  it  is  with  difficulty  that  I  am  able  to 
blockade  the  different  entrances  along  the  coast,  and  the  force  at  Savan¬ 
nah  River  would  be  quite  insufficient  without  the  obstructions,  which 
may  be  much  less  real  than  supposed. 

I  should  have  recommended  the  use  of  the  Wilmington  River  and 
St.  Augustine  Creek  for  the  purpose  of  exchange,  which  are  quite  as 
convenient  for  access  by  water  to  Savannah.  There  the  blockade  is 
made  strong  by  an  ironclad,  and  will  bear  any  notice  which  the  rebels 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  bestowing. 

The  steamers  could  meet  at  Wilmington  Island. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Major-General  J.  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army, 

Comdg.  Dept,  of  the  South ,  Headquarters ,  Hilton  Head. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-  Com¬ 
mander  Stone ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron,  for  the 
removal  of  chain  cable  in  the  Savannah  River. 

Flag -Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  November  9,  186 f. 
Sm:  General  Foster  wishes  to  have  the  chain  cable  removed  which 
is  now  across  the  Savannah  River  above  Fort  Pulaski,  in  order 
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that  the  “steamer  daily  expected  from  the  North,  with  sick  and 
wounded  soldiers  for  exchange,  may  pass  up  that  river,  thus  saving  the 
time  and  trouble  of  transferring  the  soldiers  to  light-draft  steamers.” 

You  wdl  therefore  proceed,  with  such  means  as  you  have  from  the 
Cimarron ,  Memphis,  and  Williams ,  to  remove  the  chain  referred  to 
by  General  Foster,  and  cause  the  channel  to  be  buoyed  through  the 
obstructions. 

I  desire  to  have  no  more  done  than  is  absolutely  indispensable  to  the 
passage  of  our  steamers,  as  I  consider  the  obstructions  useful  to  our¬ 
selves,  particularly  as  the  force  which  I  can  spare  for  the  Savannah 
River  is  not  strong,  and  the  rebels  have  an  ironclad  above. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Bear-  Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  E.  Stone, 

Comdg.  TJ.  S.  S.  Cimarron,  Senior  Officer  Present,  Tybee. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Mahan, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  temporary  command  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Potomska 
and  proceed  off  Charleston. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  C. ,  November  10,  186 f 
Sir:  You  will,  without  delay,  assume  temporary  command  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Potomska  and  proceed  immediately  to  the  anchorage  off 
Charleston  and,  on  your  arrival,  report  to  the  senior  officer  present 
for  duty. 

On  being  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  Potomska  by  Acting  Master 
Montell,you  will  consult  with  Lieutenant-Commander  Matthews,  com¬ 
manding  the  naval  battery,  relative  to  the  supplies  necessary,  and 
furnish  such  as  can  be  procured  at  Charleston,  after  which  you  will 
return  to  this  anchorage  and  report  your  arrival  to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Bear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadron. 

Lieutenant  A.  T.  Mahan,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Flag-  Steamer  Philadelphia. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Green, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  examination  and  disposition  of  wrecks  of 
blockade  runners  off  Long  Lsland. 

Flagship, 

Port  Boyal,  S.  C. ,  November  10,  186 J 

Sir:  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Churchill  will  report  to  you  in 
order  to  examine  the  wrecks  of  the  blockade  runners  off  Long  Island. 

_  If  it  is  possible  to  raise  or  bring  away  any  one  of  these,  let  it  be  done; 
if  not,  let  such  of  their  contents  be  secured  as  may  be  worth  it. 

Please  to  give  the  diving  vessels  a  tow  when  asked  for  and  such  aid 
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as  may  be  needed.  I  should  wish  the  divers  to  report  their  progress 
at  the  earliest  date. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Captain  Joseph  F.  Green, 

Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 


Letter  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  transmitting  information  regarding  Fort  McAllister. 

Navy  Department,  November  10 ,  186 f 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter,*  dated  the  29th  instant, 
addressed  to  the  Department  b}"  C.  W.  Thompson,  esq.,  32  South 
street,  New  York,  giving  the  reports  of  two  members  of  his  family, 
who  have  recently  arrived  from  Georgia,  regarding  the  military  forces 
at  certain  points  near  Savannah.  Mr.  Thompson  is  unknown  to  me. 
A  few  months  since  he  announced  that  he  himself  had  escaped  from 
Georgia  and  communicated  to  the  Department  information  as  to  matters 
about  Savannah. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahlgren. 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  plans  for 
joint  operations  against  the  defenses  of  Charleston. 

No.  558. j  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Pend  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  November1 10,  1861/ . 

Sir:  In  transmitting  the  plan  and  description  of  the  defenses  of 
Charleston  the  departure  of  the  mail  did  not  allow  of  further  remarks 
at  the  time;  otherwise  I  should  have  referred  to  a  previous  suggestion 
contemplating  another  form  of  attack. 

The  city  of  Charleston  is  entirely  under  the  control  of  Janies  Island, 
which  is  not  only  fortified  by  water  toward  the  harbor,  but  in  all  other 
directions  is  also  strongly  entrenched  and  garrisoned. 

For  this  reason  it  was  under  consideration  at  one  time  by  General 
Gillmore  and  myself  to  operate  there,  he  moving  from  Morris  Island 
against  the  nearest  corner  of  the  island,  where  is  Fort  Johnson,  and 
the  vessels  cooperating  on  the  same  point.  The  possession  of  the  works 
must  have  led  to  a  gradual  advance  along  the  island. 

But  attack  is  also  feasible  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  harbor.  The 
occupation  of  Mount  Pleasant  l>3r  our  forces  would  compel  the  abandon¬ 
ment  of  Sullivan’s  Island  by  mere  blockade,  and  would  also  command 
the  site  of  the  city  more  promptly  than  by  an  advance  on  James  Island, 
because  there  are  no  works  there  except  one  toward  Sullivan’s  Island 


*  Lefter  states  that  Fort  McAllister  is  without  a  garrison  and  suggests  its  capture. 
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and  another  at  Haddrell’s  Point,  both  near  the  water  and  looking  only 
that  way,  without  any  bearing  inland  at  all. 

With  a  moderate  land  force  only  this  last  would  be  most  advisable. 
Part  of  the  troops  could  be  landed  at  Bull’s  Bay,  whence  there  is  a  good 
road  for  some  15  miles;  part  would  enter  the  inlet  seaward  of  Sullivan’s 
Island,  seize  Long  Island,  and,  with  the  aid  of  the  navy,  land  in  the 
rear  of  Sullivan’s  Island,  join  the  force  coming  from  Bull’s  Bay,  and 
occupy  Mount  Pleasant. 

This  would  cut  off  Sullivan’s  Island  b}r  land.  The  ironclads  would 
do  the  same  by  water,  while  the  principal  part  of  the  land  and  naval 
force  would  advance  toward  the  city,  keeping  them  on  that  side  of  the 
harbor. 

A  few  days  must  lead  to  the  possession  of  the  city,  and  then  James 
Island  being  accessible  at  its  narrowest  part,  by  the  Wappoo,  both 
from  the  Ashley  and  Stono  rivers,  must  sooner  or  later  compel  the 
retirement  of  the  rebels  from  James  Island,  or  else  risk  the  loss  of 
their  troops,  as  well  as  of  the  island. 

This  operation  would  require  30,000  to  50,000  good  men,  because  it 
is  reasonable  to  admit  that  the  present  small  force  of  the  rebels  would 
receive  large  additions. 

Still,  we  have  the  unquestioned  advantage  of  being  able  to  bring  here 
additional  forces  more  promptly  in  the  present  position  of  the  main 
armies.  Hood  must  pass  around  Sherman  in  order  to  give  any  aid, 
and  General  Grant  equally  obstructs  the  road  from  Richmond. 

The  present  time  is  in  every  way  favorable;  and  if  the  winter  is  to 
keep  the  men  in  the  lines  to  the  northward,  it  appears  to  me  that  no 
more  judicious  or  effective  campaign  could  be  devised  than  might  be 
carried  on  here,  for  its  success  would  enter  a  wedge  between  the  two 
extremes  of  what  is  left  of  the  rebellion  and  develop  possibilities  that 
might  be  improved  by  General  Sherman  into  a  great  advantage. 

Limiting  the  view  to  Charleston,  I  feel  confident  that  the  result 
would  be  satisfactory,  and  would  therefore  advise  the  operation. 
What  action  might  afterwards  be  most  advisable  would  appear  subse¬ 
quently. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  reports 
regarding  cas  ualties  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Pontiac  f  rom  explosion  of  shell 
fired  from  Rattery  Marshall ,  Sullivan’s  Island. 

No.  560.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  November  10 ,  186 f 
Sm:  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  day  after  I  left 
Charleston  for  this  place  the  Pontiac  received  a  shell  forward,  the 
explosion  of  which  killed  5  men  and  wounded  7  others  slightly,  one  of 
v  horn  has  since  died.  I  enclose  the  reports  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
Luce  and  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  W.  Sherfy,  which  state  the 
details  at  length. 
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1  also  enclose  the  report  of  Carpenter  Fhomas,  showing  the  extent 
of  damages,  which  I  am  informed  are  probably  not  so  great  as  repre¬ 
sented;  still,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Pontiac  to  come  to  Port 
Royal  to  repair,  which  gives  me  some  concern  at  this  time,  as  there 
are  now  here  four  of  the  best  blockaders  for  the  same  purpose,  and  at 
least  one  more  that  needs  repair. 

The  Department  will  perceive  by  the  above  that  the  attempts  to 
effect  the  close  blockade  here  unavoidably  expose  our  vessels  to  casual¬ 
ties  from  the  enemy’s  shot,  striking  in  shoal  water,  and  even  fouling 
propellers,  but  that  the  vessels  that  go  in  to  violate  the  blockade  will 
not  succeed  without  great  risk. 

On  the  same  night  that  the  Pontiac  was  struck,  a  large  side-wheel 
steamer  ran  the  blockade  about  10  o’clock,  taking  advantage  of  the 
obscurity  caused  by  the  weather. 

She  was  tired  upon  by  several  of  the  outside  blockading  vessels,  and 
also  by  the  launches  inside.  The  latter  are  reported  to  have  tired  forty- 
one  shot  at  her,  many  of  them  at  a  distance  not  exceeding  150  yards, 
and  were  heard  to  strike  her. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  this  boat  organization  is  rendering  good  serv¬ 
ice.  They  are  pushed  up  well  in  advance  and  are  supported  by  tugs, 
which,  in  this  instance,  however,  failed  to  tire  a  gun. 

I  have  had  some  difficulty  in  collecting  the  number  of  large  boats 
which  are  assigned  to  this  duty,  because  steamers  are  not  generally 
provided  with  the  largest  class  of  launches. 

The  two  which  were  last  sent  me  by  the  Bureau  are  highly  spoken 
of  as  most  excellent  boats,  but  four  others  which  were  required  have 
not  reached  me  yet.  I  wish  very  much  that  I  had  a  dozen  such,  with 
men  sufficient  to  man  them. 

If  1  had  a  thousand  well-disciplined  marines  I  would  occupy  Long 
Island,  which  is  next  to  Sullivan’s  Island,  and  thereby  reduce  the 
chances  of  blockade  runners  getting  in  to  a  very  low  figure. 

It  is  reported  to  me  that  a  torpedo  craft  was  seen  from  Cumming’s 
Point  this  morning,  moving  in  the  vicinity  of  Castle  Pinckney. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comely.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Pontiac, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  November  7,  186 f 

Admiral:  It  is  with  painful  regret  that  I  find  myself  obliged  to 
inform  you  that,  while  engaged  this  morning  in  picking  up  our  anchor, 
slipped  to  go  in  pursuit  of  a  blockade  runner,  Battery  Marshall  opened 
fire  on  us,  and  a  shell  from  a  rifled  gun  exploding  on  the  forecastle, 
killed  4  of  the  crew  and  wounded  7  others,  besides  1  officer  slightly. 

Observing  the  first  few  shells  to  explode  far  short,  I  took  no  fur¬ 
ther  notice  of  the  battery,  but  continued  my  efforts  to  get  the  end  of 
our  chain.  We  got  hol'd  of  the  buoy  rope,  when  suddenly  a  shell 
from  the  battery  struck  the  bow  just  over  the  port  hawse  pipe.  It 
penetrated  the  bulwarks,  struck  the  forecastle  deck,  and  exploded, 
scattering  destruction  on  every  side.  Fragments  of  the  iron  hawse 
pipe  and  two  hand  grenades  (the  latter  exploded  by  the  concussion) 
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lent  their  aid  to  increase  the  sad  mortality.  These  grenades  had  been 
placed  in  a  rack  on  the  forecastle  bulwarks  for  the  convenient  use  of 
the  forward  lookouts.  Striking  the  deck,  the  shell  knocked  a  hole 
through  into  the  yeoman’s  storeroom,  throwing  fragments  of  the  plank 
and  shell  below,  but  causing  no  material  damage.  Our  buoy  rope  was 
cut  away,  and  with  it  the  end  of  the  chain  lost.  Not  deeming  it  prudent 
to  remain  longer  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  battery,  J  steamed  down 
for  the  outside  squadron  and  anchored. 

Just  about  the  time  we  were  struck  a  rain  squall  passed  over,  which 
shut  out  the  land  from  view,  so  I  am  in  hopes  the  enemy  did  not  see 
anything  of  the  effects  of  his  shot. 

On  examining  the  bows  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  damage,  the 
metal  casting  which  forms  the  gripe  of  the  stem  and  acts  as  a  guard  to 
the  forward  rudder  was  discovered  to  be  broken;  how  or  in  what 
manner  it  became  so,  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  determine. 

Mr.  Thomas  has  made  an  examination  of  the  injuries,  and  will,  I 
presume,  report  through  Captain  Green. 

1  enclose  herewith  the  surgeon’s  report  of  casualties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  Luce, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


U.  S.  S.  Pontiac, 

Off  Charleston ,  November  8,  186 L 

Sir:  The  following  is  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded  resulting  from 
the  fire  of  Battery  Marshall,  on  Sullivan’s  Island,  upon  this  vessel  at 
7  o’clock  a.  m.  yesterday: 

Killed. — James  McLaughlin,  boatswain's  mate,  and  his  body  lost 
overboard;  Matthew  J.  Summers,  first-class  boy;  L.  F.  Brown,  John 
McDaniel,  Edward  Lynch,  landsmen.  Total,  5. 

Wounded. — Charles  Nelson,  captain  of  forecastle,  very  severely,  died 
this  morning;  Thomas  Connor,  seaman,  contusion  over  the  right 
scapula,'  with  fracture  thereof,  and  lung  implicated,  severe;  John 
McDonough,  landsman,  seriously  in  the  right  leg,  compound  fracture; 
Richard  Ervingham,  ordinary  seaman,  not  severe,  contusion  inside  the 
right  thigh;  Theo.  [E.]  Lawton,  ensign,  contusions  on  the  right  leg, 
not  severe;  William  Andrews,  ordinary  seaman,  contusion  left  hand 
and  left  side,  not  severe;  D.  G.  Johnson,  landsman,  contusion  right 
shoulder,  not  severe.  Total,  7.  Whole  number  12,  injured  and 
killed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Sherfy, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  B.  Luce, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pontiac. 


Morris  Island,  South  Carolina,  November  6  [7],  186 L 
In  compliance  with  your  order,  I  have  examined  the  damage  done  to 
the  gunboat  Pontiac  by  a  shell  from  Fort  Marshall,  S.  C.,  and  find 
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that  the  shell  entered  the  port  hawse  hole  and  exploded  at  the  instant 
it  did  so,  thereby  destroying  the  hawse  pipe  and  tearing  up  the  thick 
work  of  the  deck  amidships,  and  injuring  the  bulwarks  and  main  rail 
on  the  starboard  bow.  1  also  find  the  casting  that  connects  the  stem 
to  the  keel  broken  and  the  lower  part  gone.  The  damage  is  serious, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  the  vessel  will  have  to  be  docked  in  order  to  prop¬ 
erly  repair  it. 

Very  respectfully 

J.  G.  Thomas, 

Carpenter ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  J.  F.  Green, 

Senior  Officer  off  Charleston ,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dalilgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-  Com¬ 
mander  Leads ,  U  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  naval  forces  in 
Tybee  Roads. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  November  1%,  186 f 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Tybee  Roads  in  theU.  S.  S.  Harvest  Moon 
and  assume  the  command  of  the  naval  forces  stationed  there,  carrying 
out  any  unexecuted  orders  which  may  have  been  transmitted  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Stone  and  receiving  from  him  such  information  as  may  be  use¬ 
ful  while  doing  duty  there. 

On  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Johnson  you  will 
give  him  all  the  necessary  information  and  transfer  the  command 
to  him.  After  which  you  will  return  in  the  LLarvest  Moon  to  this 
anchorage  and  resume  your  duties  on  the  Nantucket. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  R.  F.  R.  Lewis,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  tJ.  S.  Lronclad  Nantucket. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  in  the  matter  of  the 
removal  of  the  chain  across  the  Savannah  River  for  the  passage  of 
Confederate  prisoners  for  exchange. 

No.  567.1  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  November  13 ,  186 f 

Sir:  A  number  of  large  steamers  arrived  here  on  the  11th  instant, 
conveying'  sick  and  wounded  rebels  to  exchange  at  Savannah  foi  oui 
own  soldiers  who  were  prisoners. 

A  few  days  previously  General  h  oster  informed  me  that  an  exchange 
was  about  to  take  place  in  Savannah  River  and  asked  me  to  give 
orders  for  the  removal  of  the  chain  that  connects  the  obstructions.  1 
did  so,  but  apprised  him  that  it  would  have  been  advisable  to  exchange 
in  Wassaw,  by  way  of  Wilmington  River  and  St.  Augustine  Creek, 
[Ga.],  as  the  rebels  would  learn  from  the  passage  of  the  obstructions 
that  they  were  not  now  a  very  effective  barrier,  and  give  trouble,  as  I 
could  not  keep  a  strong  force  there  and  they  had  an  ironclad  above. 
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Our  force  now  there  is  the  Cimarron ,  with  a  disabled  boiler;  the 
Memphis,  with  a  poor  battery,  and  a  mortar  schooner. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  nav}r  be  consulted  on  such  occasions  as 
that  mentioned  above. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Corndg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

November  15,  1861/.. 


Vessel. 


Canandaigua  ... 

Do . 

♦Mangham . 

Pawnee . 

Adger . 

Wamsutta . 

Pontiac . 

Sonoma . 

Flambeau . 

Potomska . 

Sanford . 

Laburnum . 

Azalea  . . 

Patapsco . 

Catskill . 

Montauk . 

Naiiant . 

Home . 

*Bruen . 

♦Adams . 

♦Orvetta  . . 

Geranium . 

Amaranthus . 

Catalpa . . 

Hydrangea . 

Daffodil . 

Iris . 

Clover . 

Sangamon . 

McDonough  . 

*Smith . 

Sweet  Brier . 

♦Williams . 

St.  Louis . 

Percy  Drayton  . . . 

♦Saratoga'. . 

Stettin . 

♦Wild  Cat . 

♦New  Hampshire 

Philadelphia . 

Pettit . 

Arethusa . 

Carnation . 

Houghton  . 

Cimarron . 

*  Racer. ., . 

*  Swift . 

Passaic . 

Wissahickon . 

*  Lightning . 

Flag . 

Winona . 

Jonquil . . 

*  Fernandina _ 

Lodona  . 

*  Allen . 

♦Griffith . 

♦Braziliera . 

Dai  Ching . . 

*  Perry . 


Station. 


Murrell’s  Inlet  . 
Georgetown 
Cape  Romain. . 

Bull’s  Bay . 

Charleston _ 

- do . 


do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . ;... 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

Stono . 

. do . 

- do . 

. do . 

North  Edisto  . . 

. do . 

St.  Helena . 

- do . . 

- do . . 

Port  Royal _ 

- do . 

- do . 

- do . . 

Port  Royal . 

—  do . 

Tybee  Island  . . . 

- do . 

— do . 

Wassaw  Sound  . 

- do . 

_ do . 

Ossabaw . 

— do . 

—  do . 

St.  Catherine’s  . 

Sapelo . 

Doboy . 

Altamaha . 

St.  Simon’s . 

St.  Andrew’s  . . . 
Fernandina 


Remarks. 


Outside  the  Bar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Inside  the  bar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Inside  the  bar,  repairing. 


Tender. 

Ordered  to  relieve  Allen. 


Tender. 


Tender. 

Tender. 


*  Sailing  vessels. 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  November  15,  1864 — 

Continued. 


Vessel. 

Station. 

Remarks. 

St.  John's . 

. do . 

. do . 

Mosquito  [Inlet]  . 

Port  Royal _ f . 

Repairing. 

1)0. 

. do  . . . 

. do . 

Do. 

_ do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. .  .do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

_ do . 

Do. 

. .  .do . 

Do. 

. .  .do . 

Do. 

Repairing:  tender. 

Hospital  ship. 

Health  ship. 

Loading  with  stores  for  south. 

Relieve  and  communicate. 

Special  dutv. 

Do. 

Special  duty;  divers. 

Southern  stations,  with  stores. 

North. 

North  for  repairs. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Sunk  or  stranded. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Captured. 

Do. 

♦Sailing  vessels. 

John  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Daldgren ,  U  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  U.  S.  ship  St.  Louis. 

Navy  Department,  November  21,  1861. 
Sir:  Your  No.  547,  enclosing  report  of  survey  on  the  sloop  of  war 

St.  Louis,  was  received.  .  .  ,  , 

The  St.  Louis  is  a  very  old  vessel  and  not  worth  repairing  at  much 
cost.  Let  her  he  patched  up  as  well  as  possible  and  perform  service 
in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  off  Charleston. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  proposed 
attack  upon  the  defenses  of  Savannah ,  Ga. 

No.  578.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  November  21,  186 f 

Sir:  The  Department’s  communication  enclosing  another  from  Mr. 
C.  W.  Thompson,  of  No.  32  South  street,  New  York,  has  been  received. 

I  lost  no  time  in  communicating  with  General  Foster  on  the  subject, 
with  a  view  to  his  opinion,  and  cooperation  if  he  deemed  it  advisable 
to  act. 

Fleet  Captain  Bradford  had  a  personal  interview  with  General  Foster, 
and  reports  as  follows: 

In  obedience  to  your  verbal  order,  I  have  had  an  interview  with  the  general  com¬ 
manding  regarding  the  movement  referred  to  within. 

The  general  did  not  favor  the  movement  at  present,  because  the  information  is  not 
reliable.  The  general  does  not  believe  the  surprise  and  capture  of  Fort  McAllister 
possible  with  the  available  force  here  or  in  the  Department. 

He  estimates  the  number  of  troops  defending  Savannah  and  its  approaches  at 
4,000,  a  little  over  one-third  of  which  are  regular  troops;  5,000  defend  Charleston,  etc. 

Three  rivers  unite  and  form  Ossabaw  Sound — the  Big  Ogeechee,  the 
Little  Ogeechee,  and  the  Vernon.  The  channel  of  each  is  barred  by 
forts  and  batteries,  McAllister,  Rosedew,  and  Beaulieu,  respectively; 
the  position,  construction,  and  force  of  each  have  been  given  at  various 
times  by  persons  directly  from  them. 

Fort  McAllister  is  the  work  which  was  attacked  in  January,  1863, 
by  Captain  Worden  with  the  Montauk  (monitor),  Seneca ,  Wissahickon , 
Dawn,  and  a  mortar  schooner,  resumed  a  few  days  afterwards  by  the 
same  vessels,  and  early  in  March  by  Captain  Drayton  with  the  moni¬ 
tors  Passaic ,  Patapsco ,  and  Nahant,  gunboats  Seneca ,  Wissahickon , 
and  Dawn,  and  three  mortar  schooners,  all  of  which  is  fully  reported 
in  the  report  of  the  Department,  December,  1S63,  and  Department’s 
report  on  armored  vessels. 

The  Department  will  perceive  from  the  reports  of  the  different  offi¬ 
cers  that  there  is  reason  to  believe  from  their  results  that  the  work  is 
not  reducible  by  any  naval  force  which  can  approach  it,  and  must  be 
assailed  simultaneously  by  a  land  force. 

Beaulieu  is  more  heavily  armed  than  McAllister,  and  would  proba¬ 
bly  require  the  aid  of  a  land  force  for  its  reduction. 

Rosedew  is  inferior  to  either,  but  is  reported  less  accessible  to  ves¬ 
sels  of  any  draft. 

These  works  are  chiefly  of  importance  because  they  guard  the 
appioach  fiom  the  south  to  Savannah;  the  roads  leading1  from  these 
turn  all  the  heavy  works  that  defend  the  city  from  the  direction  of 
Yyassaw  and  Savannah  rivers,  and  the  Department  will  readily  con¬ 
ceive  the  improbability  of  this  being  neglected,  as  stated,  by  an  enemy 
sougilaiit  and  so  much  interested  in  the  positions  occupied. 

Tho,  Water  Witch  now  lies  above  Beaulieu,  just  as  the  Nashville  lay 
above  McAllister,  with  the  difference  that  she  is  entirely  beyond  the 
reach  of  our  guns.  ‘ 

South  of  these  outworks  to  the  defense  of  Savannah  there  is  no 
force  of  any  consequence;  the  boats  of  the  squadron  have  entered  the 
water  courses  in  that  quarter  and  fired  upon  a  few  companies,  which 
they  dispersed  or  captured. 

There  is  a  great  variety  of  reports  arriving  constantly,  and  it  is  only 
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by  comparison  with  each  other  and  what  we  know  that  the  probable 
state  of  things  can  be  arrived  at. 

My  own  scouts  have  been  in  full  view  of  Beaulieu,  and  deserters 
coming  in  regularly  from  it,  McAllister,  and  Rosedew  have  stated 
their  armament  and  condition  at  the  times  they  left. 

Acting  Master  Durand  was  captured  in  a  scout,  intended  to  examine 
the  rear  approaches  to  Beaulieu. 

My  scouts  have  also  been  repeatedly  on  the  north  end  of  Elba  Island, 
in  view  of  the  rebels,  but  unsuspected,  and  quietly  surveyed  the  city 
and  the  forts  near  it. 

I  he  true  attack  is  upon  Savannah  or  Charleston,  in  force,  while  a 
column  severs  the  communication  connecting  them  by  passing  up  any 
of  the  streams  which  run  up  from  the  sea  and  intersects  the  railroad. 

If  General  Sherman  comes  from  inland  and  follows  this  plan  he  will 
certainly  take  both  cities  with  little  effort,  and  a  force  from  the  sea¬ 
board  could  do  this  for  him  as  he  approaches. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear- Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  IT.  S. 

Navy ,  in  view  of  Major-General  Sherman's  approach  to  Savannah , 

Ga. 

Navy  Department,  November  22,  186 f 

Sir:  Major-General  Sherman,  with  about  50,000  men,  left  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  on  the  16th  instant,  with  the  intention  of  reaching  the  Atlantic 
coast  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Savannah.  He  may  be  expected 
about  the  middle  of  December,  and  the  Department  directs  that  you 
will  be  prepared  to  give  him  any  needed  cooperation  that  may  be  in 
your  power. 

It  is  desirable  to  obtain  information  respecting  the  nature  of  the 
weather  in  Georgia  between  this  and  the  probable  time  of  General 
Sherman’s  arrival  on  the  coast,  so  that  some  idea  may  be  formed  of 
obstacles  that  he  may  encounter  in  the  way  of  rain  and  swollen  streams. 
If  in  any  way  you  can  keep  yourself  advised  on  this  point  and  inform 
the  Department,  please  do  so. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Jno.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  off  Charleston. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Preble , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  prroposed  operations. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  November  22,  186 j. 
Sir:  Yours  of  the  21st  instant  has  been  received  by  the  Hydrangea, 
and  in  reply  to  your  query,  when  any  of  our  officers  and  men  escape 
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to  the  St.  Louis,  if  they  are  in  need  of  clothing,  you  are  authorized 
to  issue  to  them  by  requisition  of  the  master’s  department  on  the  pay¬ 
master.  The}’  are  also  to  have  a  ration. 

I  am  sure  I  need  not  say  a  word  to  commend  these,  our  suffering 
comrades,  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  St.  Louis.  Those  who  have 
arrived  here  speak  of  their  reception  in  the  sloop  in  terms  most  grate¬ 
ful.  We  can  not  do  too  much  for  these  gallant  men. 

The  refugees  are  a  different  set  of  people.  They  have  lived  in  rebel- 
dom  as  long  as  they  could,  and  now  leave  it  from  necessity,  not  from 
regard  to  the  Union. 

You  will  put  them  on  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  give  them  a  ration. 
Feelings  of  humanity  will  indicate  what  further  should  be  done. 

As  regards  your  own  movements,  strike  when  you  can,  but  let  it  be 
done  effectively. 

The  great  desideratum  is  to  cut  the  railroad  above  you;  the  army 
has  tried  it  repeatedly  and  failed. 

When  you  have  all  the  necessary  information,  if  you  think  it  feasible, 
I  will  send  you  100  marines  and  200  seamen,  which  is  about  as  much 
as  I  can  muster — I  mean  more  than  I  could  afford  to  lose.  But  every¬ 
thing  will  depend  on  secrecy  and  celerity.  Give  the  rebels  time  and 
they  will  have  force  to  stop  you,  but  if  you  can  get  there  before  them 
you  will  do  it  and  hold  it. 

Perhaps  Towles  would  assist,  if  promised  some  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blochiding  Squadron . 

Commander  George  Henry  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  Ship  St.  Louis ,  Senior  Officer  North  Edisto. 


Order  of  Captain  Green,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Patterson,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  in  view  of  the  escape  of  a  blockade  runner  through  Swash 
Channel. 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams, 

Of  Morris  Island,  S.  Cl,  November 22,  186 J. 

Sir:  A  large  side- wheel  steamer  ran  in  at  8  o’clock  last  night  through 
Swash  Channel. 

Please  have  some  vessels  stationed  in  the  vicinity  of  Swash  Channel, 
between  it  and  the  light-ship  near  the  bar. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Green, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 
Commander  T.  H.  Patterson, 

Comdg.  TJ.  S.  S.  James  Adger,  Senior  Officer  Offshore  Blockade. 


Order  of  Rear  Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  thorouqh 
system  of  scouting  in  the  vicinity  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  November  22,  186 L 
Vessels  on  blockade  will  be  careful  to  scout  thoroughly  the  rivers 
oi  estuaries  where  the}’  may  be,  and  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so; 
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the  object  being  to  keep  advised  of  the  rebel  positions  and  forces,  also 
to  gain  all  early  information  from  deserters  and  refugees  of  move¬ 
ments  elsewhere,  whether  of  our  own  forces  or  the  rebels. 

Anything  new  in  relation  to  the  movements  of  the  Union  forces 
under  General  Sherman,  or  generally  important,  will  be  immediately 
transmitted  to  me.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  doing  so  at  Tybee,  or 
Wassaw,  or  Ossabaw,  as  a  vessel  can  always  be  sent  for  the  purpose  to 
Port  Royal.  South  of  Ossabaw  the  communication  will  be  transmitted 
to  Ossabaw  by  boats,  and  thence  to  Port  Royal  by  tug. 

North  of  Port  Royal  the  communication  is  frequent  between  Edisto, 
Stono,  and  Charleston,  and  access  to  Port  Roval  by  tender  is  easy  from 
St.  Helena. 

The  picket  boats  are  to  be  out  invariably  after  dark,  and  officers  and 
men  are  to  be  encouraged  in  scouting  by  land  or  water. 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Patterson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of 

the  commanding  officer  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Potomska ,  regarding  the  escape 

of  a  blockade  runner. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 

Off  Charleston.  Bar ,  November  23,  186 Ip. 

Sir:  Acting  Master  Montell  reports  having  discovered  last  evening, 
between  the  hours  of  7  and  8,  a  steamer  coming  from  toward  Maffitt’s 
Channel,  with  sails  set  and  square-rigged  forward;  made  the  usual 
signal  and  tired  three  times.  The  Azalea  coming  up  under  the  port 
bow  of  the  Potomska,  and  not  answering  her  challenge,  “caused  much 
confusion  by  drawing  our  attention  away  from  the  strange  steamer.” 
The  signal  was  repeated  by  this  vessel,  at  that  time  near  the  Ilousatonic. 

The  Potomska  occupied  a  station  about  li  miles  N.W.  i  N.  of  the 
Ilousatonic. 

The  strange  steamer  was  not  seen  by  any  other  vessel  of  the  outer 
blockade,  and  when  last  seen  by  the  Potomska  was  steering  N.  by  W. 

1  herewith  forward  a  copy  of  Acting  Master  Montell’s  report,  a 
copy  of  which  I  have  also  sent  to  Acting  Master  Strong,  with  direc¬ 
tions  to  make  an  explanation,  etc. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Patterson, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present  off  Charleston  Bar. 

Captian  J.  F.  Green, 

Senior  Officer  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Potomska, 

Blockading  off  Charleston,  November  23,  186 Ip. 

Sir:  I  beg  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  between  the  hours  of  7 
and  8,  on  the  evening  of  the  22d,  saw  a  steamer  coming  from  toward 
Maffitt’s  Channel,  with  sail  set  and  square-rig  forward;  burned  a  Cos- 
ton  signal  and  sent  up  rocket  and  tired  No.  1  gun  at  the  vessel,  fol¬ 
lowing  with  No.  2  and  pivot. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Azalea  coming  up  under  our  port  bow  at  the  time,  and 
not  answering  our  challenges,  caused  much  confusion  by  drawing  our 
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attention  away  from  strange  steamer,  who,  when  last  seen,  was  steer¬ 
ing  N.  by  W.,  ancl  out  of  reach  of  our  guns.  I  feel  confident  that  the 
vessel  must  have  returned,  as,  during  the  night  the  guns’  crews  were 
kept  to  quarters  and  a  most  vigilant  lookout  was  kept  between  the 
shore  and  ourselves.  The  Azalea  failed  to  answer  our  challenges, 
which  were  made  frequently  during  the  night. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  Mon  tell, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding . 

Commander  Tiios.  H.  Patterson, 

Senior  Officer  Outside  Blockade. 


Extract  from  report  of  Captain  Green ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  senior  officer  off 
Charleston ,  regarding  general  affairs. 

U.  S.  Sloop  John  Adams, 

Off  Morris  Island ,  South  Carolina ,  November  %3.  1861 

Sir:  *  *  *  A  large  side- wheel  steamer,  with  two  masts  and  two 

smoke  pipes,  ran  in  night  before  last  at  about  8  o’clock  through  the 
Swash  Channel.  She  was  seen  and  fired  upon  by  two  of  the  picket 
launches,  one  of  which,  lying  in  9  feet  of  water,  was  obliged  to  cut 
her  cable  to  avoid  being  run  down  by  the  steamer.  She  was  not  seen 
by  the  outside  blockade. 

The  night  was  very  dark  and  boisterous.  I  enclose  herewith  Lieu- 
tentant-Commander  Stone’s  and  Acting  Master  Rickei'’s  reports  of  the 
circumstances,  and  also  Acting  Ensign  Seaman’s  respecting  the  station 
occupied  by  him  on  the  occasion. 

The  schooner  Althea  arrived  here  with  provisions  day  before  yester¬ 
day  (the  21st  instant),  and  I  dispatched  her  yesterday  to  Port  Royal. 
*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

A  large  launch,  coppered,  with  oars,  rowlocks,  and  rudder,  com¬ 
plete,  was  picked  up  this  morning  at  about  d  o’clock  off  Drunken  Dick 
Shoal  by  one  of  the  picket  tugs.  She  had  in  her  several  30-pound 
shot  and  a  coffin  containing  the  corpse  of  a  colored  man. 

*  %  -X-  *  *  -X-  -X* 

Two  United  States  officers  who  escaped  from  Charleston  and  reached 
Morris  Island  a  day  or  two  since  state  that  the  rumor  prevails  in 
Charleston  and  vicinity  that  Sherman  is  marching  in  this  direction. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Green, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  V.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  arrival 
of  reffiigees  and  escaped  Union  prisoners. 

No.  582.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  November'  1861 

Sir:  Refugees  continue  to  come  out  in  various  numbers  to  our  ves¬ 
sels;  just  now  as  many  as  thirty  or  fort}"  have  arrived  from  Edisto,  a 
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few  from  Georgetown,  [S.  C.],  among  them  some  Union  officers  and 
soldiers,  just  escaped.  Eight  Union  officers  came  in  a  few  days  ago, 
and  subsequently  two  more.  The  agency  is  chiefly  that  of  the  person 
before  mentioned,  in  which  others  appear  to  be  concerned.  How  he 
can  carry  on  his  business  without  detection  is  not  eas}*-  to  understand. 
His  fee  is  $250  in  rebel  currency. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  the  last  arrivals. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-  General 
Luster,  U.  S.  Army ,  transmitting  extract  of  report  from  senior  naval 
officer  in  Stono  River  regarding  the  work  of  the.  enermy  in  that 
vicinity. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  November  iij.  186 j. 
General:  The  following  is  extracted  from  a  communication  by 
the  senior  naval  officer  at  Stono: 

I  have  visited  the  water  line  in  our  front  and  find  the  enemy  are  active.  They  are 
repairing  the  bridge  leading  on  John’s  Island,  and  appear  to  be  at  work  back  in  the 
woods  on  the  island. 

Their  pickets  have  been  also  strengthened  along  the  water  front.  Last  night  one 
of  our  picket  boats  discovered  a  large  boat  of  the  enemy  near  the  mouth  of  Kiawah 
River.  They  retreated  as  soon  as  discovered.  I  have  pulled  up  the  creek,  on  the 
north  side  of  Cole’s  Island,  to  the  fort,  and  sounded  the  creek,  as  I  passed  up,  at  half 
tide.  I  found  from  5  to  2J  fathoms  of  water  all  the  way.  At  the  mouth,  in  Folly 
River,  13  feet.  “  T 

I  see  nothing  to  prevent  the  enemy,  with  ordinary  sagacity,  using  the  creek.  Our 
fort  is  mounted  with  small  smoothbore  guns,  so  near  a  bend  in  the  creek  the  enemy 
would  be  close  on  them  before  discovered  on  a  dark  night. 

My  force  there  now  is  much  weaker  than  I  like,  but  it  is  the  best  I 
can  do,  as  the  work  ofl'  Charleston  requires  every  steamer  I  can  muster, 
and  more  too;  the  wear  and  tear  of  incessant  service  keeps  so  many 
under  repair. 

The  vessels  now  in  Stono  are  the  McDonough  (engine  not  usable, 
being  under  repair),  a  small  steamer  ( Sweet  Brier),  and  a  mortar 
schooner.  Another  mortar  schooner  is  on  the  way  to  Stono. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Major-General  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  South ,  Headgrs . ,  llitton  Head. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Preble , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  to  report  for  special  duty. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  November  186 f 

gIR:  You  are  hereby  temporarily  detached  from  the  U.  S.  sloop  St. 
Louis ,  and  will  report  to  me  without  delay  for  special  duty. 
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You  will  bring  with  you  all  your  marines,  20  selected  seamen,  and  2 
officers.  The  executive  officer  of  the  St.  Louis  will  remain  in  com¬ 
mand  during  your  absence,  and  you  will  give  him  all  necessary  infor¬ 
mation  to  enable  him  to  enforce  the  blockade  of  Edisto  and  the  proper 
care  of  the  coal  vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  George  Henry  Preble, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Sloop  of  War  St.  Louis. 


Order  of  Rear-  Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Stoddard , 
TJ.  S.  Marine  Corps ,  to  assume  command  of  marines  assembling  at 
Bay  Point ,  South  Carolina. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor.  November  186 L 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  temporarily  detached  from  the  U.  S.  ship  New 
Hampshire ,  and  will  assume  command  of  the  marines  who  mav  assem¬ 
ble  at  Bay  Point.  [S.  C.]. 

\  ou  will  see  that  they  are  all  properly  equipped  for  service  in  the 
held,  while  performing  battalion  drill. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
First  Lieut.  George  G.  Stoddard,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps, 

TJ.  S.  Ship  New  Hampshire. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Green , 
t  .  S.  Navy,  for  the  dispatching  of  marines  by  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Pontiac 
to  Port  Royal,  South  Carolina. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  November  °2k,  186 f 
Sir.  T  ou  ill  collect  all  the  marines  on  board  of  the  different  vessels 
at  the  anchorage  off  Charleston  and  send  them  here  without  delav,  and 
all  the  Plymouth  muskets  available  except  those  that  may  be  in  use  on 
the  ironclads.  They  are  to  be  brought  here  in  the  Pontiac. 

Lieutenant  Hayward  to  bring  her  to  this  place,  in  obedience  to  pre¬ 
vious  orders,  supposing  the  courts  have  not  concluded  in  which  Cap¬ 
tain  Luce  is  engaged. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  Joseph  F.  Green,  U.  S.  Nav}r, 

Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  L.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rey¬ 
nolds,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  arrangements  for  marines  assembling 
at  Ray  Point. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  November  2 5 ,  186lf.. 
Sir:  A  force  of  seamen  and  marines  is  to  lie  assembled  at  Bay  Point 
as  quickly  as  possible  for  organization  and  drill. 

Please  to  give  every  facility  to  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  men  for 
their  accommodation,  provision,  cooking,  etc. 

And  you  will  detail  forty  contrabands  to  attend  as  cooks,  so  that  not 
a  man  may  be  taken  from  his  musket  for  any  fatigue  duty  whatever. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Real'- Admired,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  William  Reynolds, 

Commanding  Naval  Depot. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Green ,  U.  S.  . 

Navy,  to  send  to  Port  Royal ,  S.  C.,  the  men  from  the  naval  battery , 

Aforris  Island. 

F lag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  November  25,  186 f 

Sir:  Send  to  this  anchorage,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
Matthews,  Lieutenant  Hayward,  and  Acting  Ensign  Edgren,  all  the 
men  at  the  naval  battery. 

Assign  Lieutenant  Wiltse,  of  the  James  Adger ,  to  command  the 
battery  and  T.  A.  Ward  temporarily,  and  to  look  out  for  baggage, 
etc.  Thirty  men  from  the  Ward  will  do  duty  at  the  battery  until 
further  orders. 

Send  four  smoothbore  howitzers,  heavy,  on  field  carriages,  also  the 
two  new  launches,  with  their  guns’  crews  and  everything  complete. 
Direct  Captain  Creighton  to  report  here  with  the  Mingoe,  and  Lieu¬ 
tenant  McGlensev  to  return  to  his  vessel,  as  the  court  of  enquiry  is 
necessarily  suspended  for  a  while. 

The  Pontiac  was  ordered  yesterday  to  report  here.  Captain  Luce 
will  rejoin  her. 

Direct  Lieutenant  Whitehead,  of  the  Pawnee,  and  Lieutenant 
O’Kane,  of  the  Sangamon,  to  report  to  me  without  delay,  and  also 
Acting  Gunner  Binnix,  at  present  on  board  the  ordnance  schooner  on 
Light-House  Inlet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear- Admired,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  Joseph  F.  Green,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  off  Charleston. 


In  this  and  the  orders  sent  yesterday  there  is  urgent  need  for 
instant  compliance. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral . 
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Order  of Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  toLieutenant-  Commander 
Scott,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  for  the  organization  of  a  shore  battery. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C. ,  November  25,  186  .J 

Sir:  You  will,  without  delay,  organize  a  battery  of  six  pieces  of 
light  artillery,  to  be  composed  of  four  smoothbores  and  two  rifles,  all 
heavy;  Lieutenant  Mahan  and  Ensign  Dichman,  with  50  men  from 
the  South,  Carolina ,  20  men  from  the  Cornelia,  15  men  from  the  New 
Hampshire,  will  report  to  you  for  duty. 

This  duty  is  temporary  and  until  you  are  relieved  by  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Matthews. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Sguth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  R.  W.  Scott, 

Commanding  Sonoma,  Port  Royal. 


.  Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Johnson,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
rumored  transfer  of  the  machinery  and  battery  from  the  steamer 
Water  Witch. 

U.  S.  S.  Cimarron, 

Savannah  River,  Georgia,  November  25,  186 f 

Admiral:  It  is  reported  by  refugees  from  rebeldom  that  the 
machinery  and  battery  of  the  Water  Witch  have  been  removed,  with 
the  intention  of  transferring  the  same  to  a  ram  now  in  construction 
at  Savannah,  and  which  will  probably  be  ready  for  service  in  about 
six  weeks. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  Johnson, 

Lieutenant-  Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  S.  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Fleet ,  Flag- Steamer  Philadelphia. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Green, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  keep  a  record  in  detail  regarding  escaping  blockade 
runners. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  .Harbor,  November  25,  186 .J 
Sir:  Please  to  have  a  record  kept  of  the  vessels  that  escape  the 
blockade  of  Charleston,  stating,  in  columns,  the  day  of  the  month,  the 
day  of  the  moon,  state  of  the  weather,  and  time  of  high  water  at  night. 
Tsame  the  vessel,  if  known,  and  description,  as  far  as  perceived^  by 
what  vessel  seen  and  fired  at;  remarks.  Let  this  be  extended  as  far 
back  as  possible,  with  any  details,  if  not  all,  and  sent  to  me  up  to  the 
20th  November  last. 

Afterwards  let  a  similar  return  be  made  to  me  on  the  Sth  and  22d 
da}r  of  every  moon. 

A  refugee  gave  the  following  information  to  Captain  Preble 
November  21: 


During  the  last  dark  moon  seven  steamers  ran  our  blockade  into  Charleston,  viz- 
the  General  Whiting,  side-wheel,  walking-beam;  Clucora,  alias  Let  Her  Be,  side- 
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wheel;  Fog,  side-wheel;  Julia,  of  Glasgow,  side-wheel;  Stag,  side-wheel;  Coquette, 
screw;  Syren,  side-wheei. 

The  three  last  named  succeeded  in  running  out  again;  the  remainder  are  waiting 
for  the  next  dark  moon  to  slip  out.  The  General  Whiting  has  700  bales  of  cotton  on 
board.  The  Coquette  carried  out  1,500  bales. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Hear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  Joseph  F.  Green, 

Senior  Officer  Present  off  Charleston ,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  need  of 

additional  vessels  for  measures  of  cooperation  in  establishing  connec¬ 
tion  w  ith  May  or- General  Sherman. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal,  November  86,  1864- 

Sir:  The  information  that  reaches  us  from  rebel  sources  shows  that 
the  army  of  General  Sherman  was  this  side  of  Milledgeville  a  few  days 
since,  and  it  is  inferable  that  his  course  is  this  way. 

General  Foster  and  myself  will  do  what  our  forces  allow  to  assist  in 
establishing  a  connection  with  General  Sherman. 

General  Foster  proposes  to  move  on  the  night  of  the  28th  for  this 
purpose. 

I  am  to  cover  his  landing  and  furnish  a  battery  of  six  howitzers  to 
march  with  his  troops. 

On  such  an  emergency  I  feel  sensibly  the  want  of  force. 

The  only  gunboats  of  the  squadron  whose  drafts  are  light  enough 
to  ascend  far  are  the  Pontiac ,  Mingoe,  Sonoma,  and  Cimarron. 

The  Pontiac  has  lost  her  after  rudder.  The  Sonoma  is  under  repair. 
Cimarron  has  but  one  boiler.  The  Pawnee ,  Winona,  and  Wissahickon 
will  aid,  but  require  2  feet  more  of  water,  and  every  inch  tells  in  these 
rivers. 

Three  tugs  will  be  added,  and  one  monitor.  . 

Four  monitors  are  on  duty  at  Charleston,  one  at  Wassaw,  and  two 
under  repair. 

Could  the  Department  spare  me  four  or  five  double-enders,  a  few 
side-wheel  tugs  of  5  or  6  feet  draft,  and  some  ironclads  in  case  General 
Sherman  should  attack  Savannah  or  Charleston? 

I  need  hardly  say  that  time  is  very  important. 

Please  let  me  have  some  men  who  have  been  in  a  man-of-war. 

The  complement  of  the  squadron  is  not  full,  and  most  of  the  men 
are  very  green. 

I  enclose  a  Savannah  paper  of  the  24th  November,  and  have  the 
honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Letter  from  Lear- Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-  General 
Foster ,  U.  8.  Army ,  regarding  naval  battery  on  Morris  Island. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Loyal  Harbor ,  8.  G. ,  November  26,  186  j. 

General:  In  order  to  man  the  howitzers  properly  for  service  I 
have  been  obliged  to  detach  the  men  from  the  naval  battery  on  Morris 
Island  and  supply  their  places  by  other  men  fewer  in  number  and  less 
experienced. 

As  I  have  no  intimation  that  37ou  propose  to  open  fire  from  the 
island,  I  suppose  this  will  not  be  of  consequence. 

If,  however,  you  consider  the  battery  on  Morris  Island  as  of  more 
consequence,  please  to  let  me  know. 

The  squadron  is  shorthanded  and  a  large  number  of  the  men  entirely 
inexperienced,  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  get  up  a  detached  force  and 
organize  it  decently. 

I  shall,  however,  be  ready  at  the  time  named. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Lear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Major-General  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  South,  Headquarters ,  Hilton  Head. 


Letter  from  Captain  Green,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-  Gctic  ral  Hatch, 
U.  S.  Army,  acknowledging  the  courtesy  of  the  latter  in  offering 
assistance. 

U.  S.  Sloop  John  Ad\ms, 

Off  Morris  Island,  South  Carolina,  November  26,  186 j. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  yesterday  accompanying  a  copy  of  an  order  issued  by  you  on 
assuming  command  of  the  north  district,  Department  of  the  South, 
and  to  express  my  thanks  for  your  courteous  tender  of  assistance  to 
myself  or  command. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Green, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 
Brigadier-General  J.  P.  Hatch, 

Commanding  Northern  District,  Department  of 

the  South,  Headquarters,  Morris  Island. 


Operations  *  of  the  naval  brigade  under  Commander  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy, 
in  combined  expedition  for  cutting  the  railroad  near  Pocotaligo ,  S. 
November  27 -December  30, 186 j,  including  battles  at  Tuli finny  Cross¬ 
roads  and  Honey  Hill. 

Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren.  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume 

command  of  the  naval  forces. 

Flag -Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Loyal  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  November  26,  1861,. 
Sm:  Ji  ou  will  proceed  to  Bay  Point  by  to-morrow  (Sunday)  morn¬ 
ing  at  i  o’clock  and  take  command  of  all  the  naval  forces  now  at  that 
place  for  special  duty  in  the  field. 

*  For  reports  of  Army  operations  see  Official  Records  of  the  Union  and  Confederate 
Armies  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  Series  I,  Volume  XLIV. 
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Lieutenant-Commander  Scott  has  been  ordered  to  transfer  the  com¬ 
mand  to  you.  Keep  account  in  your  log  of  the  number  of  officers  and 
men  who  report  for  this  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Bear- Admiral,  (Jomdj.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.. 

Commander  George  Henry  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Flag- Steamer  Philadelphia ,  Port  Boyal. 


General  instructions  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  D.  S.  Navy,  regarding  organization  of  the 

naval  force. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Bayed  Harbor ,  S.  G. ,  November  % 6 ,  186 lh 

With  a  view  to  probable  contingencies,  a  corps  of  howitzers  and 
seamen  and  marines  will  be  organized  without  delay. 

The  seamen  will  be  formed  into  a  battalion  of  artillery  and  one  of 
skirmishers.  The  marines  will  constitute  the  third  battalion. 

The  artillery  will  be  commanded  by  a  lieutenant-commander  or  lieu¬ 
tenant,  the  skirmishers  by  a  lieutenant-commander  or  lieutenant,  and 
the  marines  by  the  senior  officer  of  the  marines. 

The  whole  under  command  of  a  commander. 

My  views  in  regard  to  the  proper  organization  of  such  a  body  have 
already  been  made  known  in  the  order  dated  August  8  and  in  order 
No.  82. 

Each  howitzer  will  be  in  charge  of  a  section  (20  men),  13  of  whom 
will  be  assigned  solely  to  the  service  of  the  howitzer;  the  other  7  will 
be  armed  with  the  Plymouth  muskets. 

The  battalion  of  skirmishers  will  be  formed  into  sections,  half  com¬ 
panies,  and  companies,  armed  with  Plymouth  muskets. 

The  marines  will  be  divided  into  companies  of  50  men. 

Fatigue  parties  will  be  attached  to  each  howitzer  and  each  section, 
whose  duties  it  will  be  to  attend  to  all  connected  with  the  cooking, 
camping,  pioneering,  etc.,  so  as  to  leave  the  men  under  arms  solely  to 
that  duty. 

Each  howitzer  and  company  will  also  have  its  pioneers,  two  to  each 
section  and  four  to  a  howitzer. 

A  paymaster  will  be  detached  to  provide  supplies  of  al  I  kinds  and 
supervise  the  duty  of  the  camp.  He  will  have  a  detail  of  men  for  the 
purpose. 

The  drill  of  the  men  is  to  be  as  simple  as  possible.  They  should  be 
taught  (1st)  to  load  and  fire,  (2d)  order  of  march,  (3d)  action. 

The  evolutions  will  be  simply  from  the  order  of  march  to  action,  and 
the  reverse. 

In  general,  the  final  order  for  action  will  be  to  break  and  take  cover, 
with  howitzers  and  musketry. 

Each  seeking  its  appropriate  shelter,  the  pioneers  will  clear  and  level 
a  space  for  the  howitzer  to  which  they  belong,  throwing  the  earth  in 
front  of  it  as  a  sort  of  breastwork,  and  they  will  also  fell  trees  and 
branches  to  lay  in  front.  The  fire  of  skirmishers  is  to  assist  that  of 
the  howitzer,  or  to  protect  it  if  in  danger. 

Each  seaman  of  the  artillery  will  carry  one  round  of  ammunition  in 
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a  pouch,  us  directed  in  the  bout  ur t nui no n t .  und  the  resei  v  e  ummuni- 
tion  will  be  curried  in  smull  hund  wagons  by  fatigue  purties  undei 
charge  of  a  gunner  und  quarter  gunner. 

Each  howitzer  is  to  have  a  captain,  first  and  second  loader,  and  the 
drill  of  the  pieces  will  be  that  already  known  to  the  Navy,  and  drawn 
up  by  myself  some  years  ago. 

The  marines  are  to  be  drilled  as  skirmishers,  and  will  always  form 
on  the  artillery  in  action. 

On  the  march  they  will  be  thrown  out  to  the  front  and  flanks  as 
skirmishers. 

Commander  Preble,  of  the  St.  Louis ,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of 
these  battalions. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Matthews,  of  the  navy  battery,  will  com¬ 
mand  the  howitzers. 

Lieutenant  O’Kane,  of  the  Sangamon ,  will  command  the  battalion 
of  navy  skirmishers. 

Other  officers  will  be  detached  as  the  organization  proceeds. 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Foster,  D.  S.  Army, 
regarding  horses  for  transportation  of  howitzers. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  November  27,  186 f 
Sir:  The  horses  you  are  so  good  as  to  offer  will  be  very  acceptable. 
The  trouble  will  be  for  forage,  unless  an  order  is  given  to  that  effect 
from  the  army  supplies.  I  would  also  ask  for  drivers  or  teamsters, 
having  no  persons  aboard  familiar  with  the  care  of  horses. 

When  the  seamen  are  landed  with  the  howitzers  it  will  be  impos¬ 
sible  for  the  vessels  to  ration  them.  Can  an  order  be  given  to  your 
commissariat  for  rations  while  ashore? 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrcm. 
Major-General  J.  G.  Foster, 

Gomdg.  Department  of  the  South ,  Headquarters ,  Hilton  Head, 


Letter  from  Major-General  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 
offering  to  furnish  drivers  and  forage  with  the  horses. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  November  28,  186  f 
Admiral:  I  have  just  received  your  favor  of  the  27th  instant. 
Horses  will  be  supplied  for  the  naval  howitzers  from  the  quarter¬ 
master  s  department,  with  a  proper  amount  of  forage.  Teamsters 
will  also  be  furnished  by  the  quartermaster  of  the  department.  The 
chief  commissary  will  issue  rations  to  the  detachment  from  the  Navy 

while  they  are  on  shore,  and,  if  necessary,  receipts  can  be  passed  at 
some  future  time.  1 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  Foster, 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren,  Commanding. 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Preble,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regard¬ 
ing  the  embarkation  of  the  naval  force. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  November  28,  186 C 
Sir:  You  will  be  ready  to  embark  the  force  under  your  command, 
artillery,  marines,  and  infantry,  at  4:30  p.  m.  The  Pontiac  will 
receive  the  artillery,  Mingoe  infantry,  Sonoma  the  marines. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  George  11.  Preble, 

Commanding  Forces  at  Bay  Point. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Preble,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  report 
for  duty  to  Major-General  Foster,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. ,  November  28,  186R 

Sir:  You  will  report  to  Major-General  J.  G.  Foster,  commanding 
Department  of  the  South,  with  the  forces  under  your  command  for 
such  duty  as  he  may  assign  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  George  Henry  Preble, 

Commanding  Forces ,  Bay  Point,  [A.  (J. ]. 


Instructions  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movement  of  the 
steamers  up  Broad  River,  South  Carolina. 

'  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  November  28,  186 If. 
The  steamers  about  to  pass  up  the  Broad  River  are  to  cover  the 
advance  and  landing  of  the  troops. 

And  to  land  a  naval  detachment  under  Commander  1  reble,  con¬ 
sisting  of  a  howitzer  battalion  and  two  battalions  of  seamen  and 
marines. 

The  vessels  will  form  line  in  the  following  order: 

Mingoe,  Pontiac,  Sonoma,  Harvest  Moon  (flag),  Pawnee,  Winona, 
and  Wissahickon. 

The  tugs  Pettit  and  Daffodil  will  act  as  guides. 

Pilot  Jenks  will  be  on  board  the  leading  steamer  or  tug. 

Chief  Pilot  Hazards  will  be  on  board  the  Pawnee. 

The  steamers  will  steam  slowly,  not  exceeding^  or  5  knots  the  hour, 
and  will  preserve  a  distance  as  open  as  compatible  with  certain  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  vessel  ahead,  which  is  not  to  be  less  than  two  or  three  cables 

length.  ,  ,  ,  , 

In  passino-  along  a  channel  known  only  to  our  pilot,  care  must  be 

taken  to  avoid  grounding;  but  above  all  to  avoid  running  into  a  vessel 
that  is  aground. 
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Each  vessel  will  show  a  1  ig’ht  below  her  rail  to  her  second  astern, 
but  be  very  careful  that  it  shall  not  be  seen  in  any  other  direction. 

In  the  event  of  getting  aground,  or  stopping  the  engine  from  any 
cause,  this  light  is  to  be  shut  off,  and  relighted  when  all  is  right  again. 

So  soon  as  a  steamer  suspects  from  this,  or  any  other  reason,  that 
her  second  ahead  is  aground,  she  will  stop  the  engine  and  back  until 
the  way  of  the  vessel  is  entirely  checked,  putting  her  helm  so  as  to 
avoid  striking  the  vessel  ashore. 

Every  precaution  is  to  be  used  to  conceal  the  movement  from  the 
rebels. 

The  troops  will  enter  the  river  about  2  o’clock,  and  the  gunboats 
must  reach  the  landing  before  daylight. 

The  vessels  will  anchor  with  their  broadsides  clear  to  each  other 
and  command  the  river  banks. 

The  squadron  battalions  will  not  be  landed  until  signal  is  made. 
Fleet-Captain  Bradford  is  charged  with  the  communication  of  this 
order  and  the  execution  of  the  various  details. 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  D.  S.  Navy,  regarding  signals. 

Local  signals  distinguished  by  Rogers’  “Answering-  Pennant.”  At 
night  by  two  red  lights,  horizontal. 


Broad  River,  S.  C. ,  November  29,  186 A 
Flags. 

No.  1.  1st  repeater.  I  No.  3.  3d  repeater. 

No.  2.  2d  repeater.  |  No.  4.  Cornet. 


Pawnee,  No.  5. 
Pontiac,  No.  6. 
Mingoe,  No,  7. 
Sonoma,  No.  8. 


Temporary  ships’  numbers. 

Wissahickon,  No.  9. 
Winona,  No.  10. 
Daffodil,  No.  11. 
Pettit,  No.  15. 


1.  Open  fire. 

2.  Cease  firing. 

3.  Anchor. 

4.  Get  underway. 

12.  Move  higher  up. 

13.  Move  lower  down. 

14.  Close  order. 

21.  Open  order. 

23.  Land  skirmishers. 

24.  Land  howitzers. 

31.  Embark  skirmishers. 

32.  Embark  howitzers. 

34.  Picket  boats  take  position. 
41.  Attention  to  signals. 


Signals. 

42.  Careful  be,  not  to  injure  our  own 

troops. 

43.  Your  fire  is  dangerous  to  our  own 

troops. 

123.  Fuzes,  your,  are  too  short. 

124.  Fuzes,  your,  are  too  long. 

132.  The  admiral  expects  a  prompt  and 
exact  execution  of  signals. 

134.  Orders,  immediate  execution  is  re¬ 
quired. 

142.  Shot,  your,  are  going  over. 

143.  Shot,  your,  are  falling  short. 

231.  Signals  not  understood. 

241.  Aground,  I  am. 


Rem- Admiral,  « South 

*ake"  *°  aV°id  the  «hibitio“  ol  lights  not 
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Order  of  Brigadier-General  Hatch,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  direct¬ 
ing  him  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Potter,  U.  S.  Army. 

Division  Headquarters,  November  89,  186 j. 
The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
Brigadier-General  Potter  has  been  ordered  to  the  front  instead  of 
Colonel  Hartwell. 

You  will  therefore  report  to  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Leonard  B.  Perry, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Actg.  Asst .  Adjutant-  General. 
Commander  Preble. 

P.  S. — The  Thirty-second  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  have  been  ordered 
to  report  to  you  until  the  arrival  of  General  Potter,  to  whom  you  are 
directed  to  report  in  person. 

L.  B.  Perry, 

Lieutenant  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjutant-  General. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Balch,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume 
command  as  senior  oificer,  off  Boyd’s  Landing,  Broad  River. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Off  Boyd's  Landing ,  Broad  River ,  S.  O. ,  November  89,  186  j. 

Sir:  The  naval  battalion,  artillery,  skirmishers,  and  marines,  were 
all  landed  about  9  o’clock  and  are  now  advanced  well  to  the  front,  in 
skirmishing  order,  at  least  a  mile  from  the  landing. 

The  troops  are  landing,  and  I  waited  to  see  General  Hatch,  but  he 
has  not  landed. 

I  leave  you  here  as  senior  officer  with  the  Pawnee,  Mingoe,  Pontiac , 
and  Sonoma;  also  the  tugs  Pettit  and  Daffodil. 

I  see  no  present  necessity  for  the  Winona  and  Wissahickon ,  nor  the 
tugs  Catalpa  and  Carnation,  which  are  wanted  elsewhere. 

You  will  communicate  with  General  Hatch  and  render  all  possible 
aid  to  the  army.  . 

Keep  up  communication  with  the  squadron  battalion  and  supply 
them.  You  will  keep  me  advised  promptly  of  any  incident  of  interest. 

There  are  two  divisions  of  boats  here,  under  Acting  Master  Furber 
and  Acting  Master  Gillespie,  which  you  will  use  in  picketing  the  river 
and  for  any  other  purpose  you  deem  advisable. 

There  is  a  scow  here,  which  you  will  see  to  and  prevent  from  being 
damaged.  You  will  also  render  any  assistance  to  the  naval  battalion 

that  they  may  require. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Pea/r- Admiral,  Commanding. 

Commander  G.  B.  Balch,  U.  b.  Navy. 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 
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Order  of  Brigadier-General  Hatch,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  Preble,  U.  S,  Navy,  regarding 

the  disposition  of  his  command. 

Headquarters  General  Hatch’s  Division, 

November  30 ,  186 Ij. 

Sir:  It  being-  necessary  to  leave  some  artillery  at  the  forks  of  the 
road  until  the  battery  shall  have  arrived  from  Beaufort,  the  general 
commanding-  wishes  your  two  smallest  guns  left  at  that  point. 

He  would  suggest  that  the  crews  of  these  guns  may  be  selected  from 
the  men  least  fitted  to  march. 

Please  move  up  with  the  remainder  of  your  command  as  soon  as  a 
battalion  directed  to  be  furnished  by  Colonel  Hartwell  shall  arrive  as 
a  garrison  at  the  crossroad. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Leonard  B.  Perry, 

First  Lieutenant  55th  Massachusetts  Yols. ,  Act.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 

Commander  Preble, 

Commanding  Br  igade. 


Detailed  report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

No.  582.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  November  30,  186R 
Sir:  My  cooperation  having  been  requested  by  General  Foster  in  an 
attack  to  assist  the  movement  of  General  Sherman,  I  lost  no  time  in 
contributing  all  the  force  that  I  could  withdraw  from  the  blockade. 

The  night  of  the  28th  was  appointed  for  directing  our  forces  up  the 
Broad  River  and  into  one  of  its  forks,  when  a  short  march  led  directly 
to  the  railroad  connecting  Savannah  with  Charleston,  marked  on  sketch 
accompanying  this,  per  Fulton. 

Accordingly,  I  ordered  the  Pawnee,  ALingoe,  and  Pontiac  from 
Charleston,  the  Winona  from  Ossabaw,  the  Wissahickon  from  Wassaw 
and  the  Sonoma  from  under  repair. 

General  Foster  had  also  desired  to  have  the  aid  of  a  navy  field  bat¬ 
tery.  I  organized  two,  of  four  pieces  each,  especially  for  the  occasion 
and  supported  it  with  four  half  companies  of  sailor  skirmishers  and 
foui  companies  of  marines,  the  whole  force  not  exceeding*  500  men 
but  as  carefully  drilled  as  the  brief  space  of  time  allowed,  and  this  was 
only  rendered  possible  by  the  untiring  efforts  and  fine  ability  of  the 
officers  selected— Lieutenant-Commander  Matthews  for  the  artillery 

wmXX  to  command  the  battalion  of  sailors,  Lieutenants 

Whitehead  and  Hayward  assisting,  together  with  many  volunteer 
officers,  Lieutenant  Kenmson,  Acting  Master  Gillespie,  and  numerous 
others  whose  names  I  will  take  another  opportunity  to  mention;  the 
marines  under  the  command  of  the  only  marine  officer  here,  Lieutenant 
G.  G.  Stoddard.  Nor  should  I  omit  to  speak  of  the  men  themselves; 

wo?thTnf  II  the  11  w-  task  Wltil  a  fidelity  and  earnestness  that  is 
woitfiy  ot  all  commendation. 

we^e  embaXd  Sn°ftSe  at*  the  ^  and  men  of  the  naval  battalions 
hoTir  arrived  ft  ?,  I  ,Mmgoe  Pontiac,  and  Sonoma,  but  when  the 
h°ui  au,lved  f°g  being  so  thickly  over  this  side  of  the  bay  that  it 
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About  4  a.  m.  it  was  not  quite  so  thick  and  I  determined  to  make 
the  attempt. 

Feeling  about  in  my  flagship,  skillfully  directed  by  Flag-Captain 
Bradford,  the  several  vessels  were  collected,  and  with  two  very  light- 
draft  steamers  we  commenced  to  feel  the  channel. 

Fleet-Captain  Bradford  succeeded  in  taking  the  vessels  through  the 
shoals  at  the  entrance  of  the  river,  and  the  pilot  was  then  sent  ahead 
in  the  Pontiac. 

The  squadron  of  nine  vessels  continued  to  grope  along-  in  a  fog  so 
thick  that  the  nearest  shore  was  only  visible  when  quite  close  to  it, 
and  most  of  the  time  the  vessels  nearest  ahead  and  astern  of  me  were 
indistinct;  the  tugs  Daffodil  and  Pettit  feeling  their  way  on  each 
side. 

Twenty  miles  were  thus  achieved  up  a  river,  where  not  an  officer  or 
man  of  us  had  been  before  save  the  pilot,  and  by  8  o’clock  I  had  the 
satisfaction  of  finding  myself,  with  five  of  the  six  steamers,  at  the 
landing  designated — Pawnee ,  Commander  Balch;  Mingoe ,  Commander 
Creighton;  Pontiac ,  Lieutenant-Commander  Luce;  Sonoma ,  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Commander  Scott;  Winona,  Lieutenant -Commander  Dana.  The 
Wissahic/con ,  Lieutenant  McGlensey,  grounded  soon  after  entering 
the  river  and  did  not  succeed  in  joining  me. 

But  not  a  sign  of  the  troops  was  visible,  and  I  began  to  fear  some 
mistake  had  been  made,  when  a  transport  was  seen  coming  up  with 
General  Hatch’s  flag  (blue  broad  pennant). 

In  less  than  half  an  hour  the  two  batteries  of  the  navy  howitzers, 
with  the  nine  companies  of  sailors  and  marines  were  landed,  formed 
and  advanced  under  Commander  Preble  in  skirmishing  order,  guns 
and  men. 

Meanwhile  other  transports  with  troops  arrived  and  began  to  de¬ 
bark. 

I  advanced  with  the  navy  battalions,  and  remained  ashore  for  a 
couple  of  hours,  when  I  left  them  to  return  to  my  duty  afloat.  The}r 
were  then  halted  about  a  mile  in  the  front,  the  troops  still  forming  at 
the  landing. 

General  Foster  arrived  about  2  p.  m.,  having  been  misled  in  the  fog, 
and  transports  continued  to  arrive  with  troops  and  artillery  through 
the  day. 

The  rebels  seemed  to  be  entirely  surprised.  While  approaching  the 
landing  I  had  heard  a  loud  whoop  or  halloo  ashore,  which  I  supposed 
to  proceed  from  our  own  men,  but  in  a  few  minutes  a  glimpse  through 
the  fog  showed  the  impromptu  habitation  of  a  picket,  who  had  thus 
sounded  the  alarm. 

General  Foster  returned  to  Port  Royal  about  I  p.  m.,  and  as  the 
naval  part  had  been  completed,  and  other  matters  below  required  at¬ 
tention,  I  also  left  in  the  evening,  ordering  back  two  or  three  vessels 
which  were  not  needed  up  the  river  any  longer. 

The  double-enders,  with  the  Pawnee ,  lay  in  line  close  up  to  the  bank, 
presenting  a  line  of  heavy  cannon  that  nothing  but  a  regular  work 
could  have  endured,  and  illustrating  very  happily  the  fine  adaptation 
of  the  double-enders  to  river  work. 

No  swinging  was  allowed,  but  an  anchor  at  each  end  absolutely 
secured  them  head  and  stern,  allowing  them  to  trip  and  move  up  or 
down  as  required  with  perfect  ease. 

The  entire  line  of  guns  amounted  to  one  Xl-inch,  twelve  IX-inch, 
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and  six  100-pounders,  or  nineteen  very  heavy  cannon,  and  16  howit¬ 
zers  in  a  continuous  broadside.  The  completing  in  such  numberless 
details  of  organization  a  force  at  so  short  notice  was  due  to  t  ie 
untiring  attention  and  energies  of  Fleet-Captain  Bradford;  and  the 
excellent  service  rendered  by  my  young  and  only  aid.  Ensign  1  ichman, 
also  deserves  my  particular  mention.  . 

I  have  only  to  add  that  the  success  of  the  troops  is  anxiously  looked 
for,  though  for  one,  I  feel  not  a  doubt  that  we  shall  be  in  connection 
with  General  Sherman  before  long. 

Just  before  leaving  the  landing  I  heard  from  an  officer  that  he  had 
left  Captain  Preble  with  the  navy  howitzers  and  men  some  4  miles  up 
the  country,  which  I  immediately  made  known  to  General  Foster,  so 
that  they  might  have  proper  support. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Preble,  II.  S.  Navy,  stating  the  strength  of  his  command. 

Headquarters  Naval  Brigade, 

In  the  Field ,  December  2.  186 

General:  I  have  to  report  the  following  as  the  strength  of  this 
command  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  November: 


OFFICERS. 

Staff . . . .  8 

Battalion  of  artillery  f  blue  jackets) _ _ _  9 

Battalion  of  infantry  (blue  jackets) . . . . .  9 

Battalion  of  marines . . . . .  3 


Total _ _ _ _ _ _  29 


Battalion  of  artillery  (blue  jackets) . . 145 

Battalion  of  infantry  ( blue  jackets) . . 156 

Battalion  of  marines . 156 

Ambulance  (contrabands)  . 6 


Total . . . .  463 


Grand  total . . .  492 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Henry  Preble. 

Brigadier-General  Hatch. 


Order  of  Brigadier-General  Hatch,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  the  troops  of  his  command. 

Headquarters  Coast  Division,  December  2,  186R 
l  he  troops  of  this  command  will  stand  to  arms  at  5  o’clock  a.  m. 
each  day  and  will  remain  in  line  until  daylight. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  John  P.  Hatch: 

Leonard  B.  Perry, 
Lieutenant  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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Order  of  Brigadier-General  Hatch,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  report 

operations  at  Honey  Hill,  S.  C. 

Headquarters  Coast  Division, 

Near  Grahamville,  S.  C. ,  December  3,  186 J. 
Captain:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  me  to  request 
that  you  furnish  these  headquarters  with  a  report  of  the  part  taken  bv 
your  command  in  the  action  at  Honey  Hill,  S.  C. ,  on  the  30th  Novem¬ 
ber,  the  casualties  to  be  reported  by  name. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  T.  Bennett, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Commander  George  H.  Preble, 

Commanding  Naval  Brigade. 


Order  of  Brigadier-General  Hatch,  IJ.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  to 
report  to  Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Headquarters  Coast  Division, 

In  the  Field ,  December  3,  186 f 

Captain:  You  will  at  once  prepare  your  command  to  move,  with  its 
baggage,  to  the  landing,  to  report  to  Admiral  Dahlgren. 

Wagons  will  be  here  very  soon. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Hatch: 

Wm.  T.  Bennett, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Commander  G.  H.  Preble, 

Commanding  Naval  Brigade. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  signals  to  be  used  by  reconnoitering  party. 

Steamer  Nemaha,  December  hi  186 j. 

Sir:  I  have  directed  General  Hatch  to  send  out  this  morning  a  recon- 
noissance  with  artillery  on  the  Bee’s  Creek  road  to  lire  on  the  enemy’s 
battery  on  that  road.  The  reconnoitering  party  will  take  with  them 
rockets,  which  the}^  will  tire  as  signals  to  the  navy. 

One  rocket  means,  “The  enemy  are  in  front;  do  not  tire  to  the  left 
of  this.” 

Two  rockets  (rockets  tired  together)  mean,  “You  are  firing  too  far  to 
the  left.” 

Three  rockets  (fired  together)  mean,  “Shots  fall  too  short.” 

Four  rockets  (fired  together)  mean,  “Shots  fall  too  far  over.” 

I  am,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  Foster, 
Major-  General. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  part  taken  by  the  naval  force  in 

the  action  at  Honey  Hill,  S.  C. 


Headquarters  Naval  Brigade, 

In  Gam \,p  on  Graham, mile  Road ,  8.  O.,  December  b,  186 h- 

General:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  yesterday  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  naval  force  under  my  command  in  the 
action  at  Honey  Hill,  S.  C.,  on  the  30th  November,  instant: 

After  landing  the  artillery  battalion  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  at 
9  a.  m.,  it  was  advanced  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
E.  O.  Matthews,  U.  S.  Navy,  about  2  miles  along  the  road,  supported 
on  the  right  by  the  sailor  battalion  of  infantry,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  J.  O’Kane,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  on  the  left  by  the  battalion  of 
marines  under  command  of  First  Lieutenant  of  Marines  George  G. 
Stoddard,  thrown  out  in  advance  as  skirmishers.  At  the  forks  of  the 
road  I  halted  the  command  and  brought  our  artillery  into  a  defensive 
position.  Having  no  guide  or  map  to  refer  to,  and  not  satisfied  that 
the  crossing  was  the  one  designated  as  our  halting  place,  from  the  road 
not  continuing  beyond,  as  shown  me  on  your  map  at  the  landing, 
Lieutenant-Commander  A.  F.  Crosman,  acting  adjutant  of  the  brigade, 
with  myself  and  15  of  the  sailor  infantry,  went  out  along  the  road  to 
the  right  and  discovered  the  enemy’s  cavalry  and  infantry  pickets 
watching  our  movements. 

A  few  rifle  shots  were  exchanged,  when  we  fell  back  to  the  main 
command,  and  at  4  p.  m.  I  moved  to  the  right,  or  north,  about  2  miles, 
where  we  were  intrenching  our  camp,  when  Brigadier-General  Potter 
rode  up  and  informed  me  that  we  were  on  the  wrong  road.  I  returned 
with  the  command  to  the  forks  of  the  road  and  encamped  for  the  night, 
by  his  order,  to  refresh  our  men,  who  had  been  dragging  the  field- 
pieces  all  day,  General  Potter  continuing  with  his  forces  his  route  to 
the  left. 


At  7  a.  m.  on  the  30th  we  were  on  the  march  again  along  the  south¬ 
ern  road.  At  7:45  a.  in.,  on  receipt  of  your  order,  the  two  lightest 
12-pound  howitzers  were  sent  back  to  the  forks  of  the  road  we  had  left 
to  defend  that  point  until  the  arrival  of  a  battery  from  Beaufort. 
Acting  Ensign  J.  A.  Edgren  was  detailed  to  take  charge  of  these 
pieces.  Their  arrival  was  timely,  and  repulsed  a  party  of  cavalry  and 
infantry  who  were  advancing  on  our  right.  At  9  a.  m.  1  reported  to 
you  in  person  at  your  headquarters  at  the  church.  At  9:30  a.  m.  my 
brigade  was  formed  in  the  rear  of  the  first  brigade  as  the  reserve,  and 
was  kept  in  the  rear  during  the  whole  advance.  About  11  a.  m.  the 
firing  in  front  became  quite  heavy  and  continuous.  At  3:30 
Lieutenant-Commander  E.  O.  Matthews  was  ordered  to  take  a  section 
of  heavy  12-pound  howitzers  to  the  front  and  relieve  a  section  of  New 
i  ork  artillery  as  soon  as  their  ammunition  was  out.  At  3:40  they 
opeued  fire  and  continued  firing  until  6:30  p.  m.,  when  the  troops  were 
withdiawn,  and  he  covered  the  withdrawal  until  relieved  by  a  section 
°  rri°1Se  .  ery  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ames. 

I  he  remainder  of  the  artillery  battalion  returned,  next  in  advance  of 
tie  heavy  artillery,  with  the  retiring  columns,  as  ordered,  to  the  forks, 
where  it  had  previously  encamped,  and  where  it  was  joined  by  the  sec- 
ion  under  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  O.  Matthews,  when  the  whole 
battery  was  placed  m  a  defensive  position  to  guard  the  roads  until 
morning.  was  greatly  indebted  to  you  for  furnishing  horses  for  the 
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artillery,  as  the  long  march  had  greatly  fatigued  our  men.  Two  com¬ 
panies  of  the  battalion  of  sailor  infantry  did  good  service  in  assisting 
at  the  drag  ropes  of  the  artillery,  which  could  not  have  been  brought 
up  without  their  assistance. 

The  remaining  companies  assisted  in  turning  back  stragglers  from 
the  front;  otherwise,  much  to  the  reluctance  of  its  commanding  officer, 
it  was  compelled  to  remain  inactive  in  reserve,  waiting  your  orders  to 
move  to  the  front.  About  noon  the  battalion  of  marines  was  ordered 
to  advance,  which  they  did  by  the  right  flank,  led  by  Acting- Adjutant 
Lieutenant-Commander  A.  F.  Crosman,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  G.  G.  Stoddard,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  to  the  roads, 
where  a  battery  was  in  action.  They  filed  to  the  right  about  500 
yards,  then  to  the  left,  coming  on  the  line  of  battle  in  the  rear  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers.  They  then  filed  to  the  right,  and  came 
by  the  left  flank  into  line  of  battle,  taking  position  to  the  right,  and  a 
little  in  advance,  of  the  line  previously  formed,  in  a  position  pointed 
out  by  yourself  on  the  field. 

The  last  mile  and  the  coming  into  line  was  done  on  the  double  quick. 
As  soon  as  formed  in  line  fire  was  opened  on  the  enemy,  who  seemed 
to  be  in  force  on  the  left.  At  2  p.  m.  Acting  Ensign  [Woodward] 
Carter,  acting  as  major  of  the  battalion,  was  sent  with  20  men  to 
deploy  and  advance  on  the  right  flank;  he  proceeded  for  200  yards 
without  finding  the  enemy.  At  3:30  p.  m. ,  the  line  having  fallen  back 
on  the  left,  compelled  the  marine  battalion  to  retire  as  the  enemy 
advanced,  which  was  done  in  good  order,  and  a  new  position  taken  on 
the  crossroads,  still  on  the  right  of  the  line.  This  place  was  held  bv 
the  marine  battalion  until  about  6  p.  m. ,  when,  in  obedience  to  orders, 
it  was  marched  to  the  rear  and  took  up  its  position  at  the  forks  on  the 
left  of  the  naval  battery.  Lieutenant  Stoddard  calls  attention  to  the 
gallant  conduct  of  Sergeant  J.  Cogley  in  bringing  up  ammunition  to 
the  front  under  heavy  fire,  and  thus  enabling  the  battalion  to  hold  its 
position.  With  the  exception  of  one  man  wounded  in  the  battery,  all 
the  casualties  in  my  command  were  among  the  marines.  Considering 
that  the  marines  were  taken  from  the  vessels  of  the  squadron,  scat¬ 
tered  on  the  blockade,  and  had  been  formed  into  a  battalion  only  two 
days  pi’evious,  and  that  all  the  commanding  officers  were  sergeants,  I 
think  their  conduct  creditable  to  the  Corps. 

Assistant-Surgeon  W.  J.  Bowdle,  U.  S.  Navy,  my  senior  medical 
officer,  at  the  request  of  Surgeon  George  S.  Burton,  U.  S.  Army, 
chief  medical  officer  of  the  military  force,  was  detailed  to  the  church 
hospital  in  the  rear,  and  from  9  a.  m.,  the  30th,  until  2  p.  m.,  December 
1 ,  was  constantly  employed  in  attending  to  the  wounded  brought  from 
the  front,  and  has  since  and  is  still  employed  at  Boyd’s  Landing  in 
that  service.  Assistant-Surgeon  E.  M.  Corson  and  Acting  Assistant- 
Surgeon  H.  L.  Gibbs  were  at  the  front  and  rendered  constant  and 
efficient  service  to  our  own  and  the  wounded  of  the  army. 

As  the  casualties  in  my  brigade  were  fortunately  slight,  the  service 
of  all  those  surgeons  was  principally  given  to  the  military.  The  medi¬ 
cal  supplies  of  the  Army  not  having  arrived,  those  intended  for  this 
command,  and  happily  at  hand,  were  consumed  for  the  wounded  of 

the  army.  n  „  ,  ,  ,  .  ...  , 

Herewith  I  transmit  Assistant-Surgeon  Bowdle  s  report  of  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  by  name,  as  required  by  your  order.* 


*  Shows  1  man  killed,  6  men  wounded,  and  14  men  missing. 
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Henry  Kittering,  ordinary  seaman,  reported  as  missing,  has  since 
returned  to  the  command. 

In  conclusion,  I  congratulate  you,  general,  on  the  brave  troops  you 
command.  I  am  sure  a  more  cheerful  and  reliant  spirit  or  greater 
bravery  could  not  have  been  displayed  by  any  body  of  men;  and  it 
was  only  that  the  enemy  was  in  too  strong  force  and  position  for  the 
limited  force  at  your  control  that  we  did  not  carry  his  works. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  express  my  grateful  appreciation  of  the 
many  kind  attentions  received  by  myself  and  officers  from  our  military 
brethren  in  arms.  It  has  been  and  shall  be  my  endeavor  to  cordially 
cooperate  with  the  military  forces. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Henry  Preble, 

Commander ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  Commanding  Naval  Brigade. 

Brigadier-General  J.  P.  Hatch,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Coast  Division ,  U.  8.  Army. 


Report  of  Commander  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  duplicate  of  report  sent  to 
Brigadier-General  Hatch,  U,  S.  Army,  commanding  expedition. 

Headquarters  Naval  Brigade, 

In  Camp  on  Grahamville  Road ,  8.  C. ,  December  5,  186 R 

Sir:  Herewith  I  transmit  a  duplicate  of  my  report  to  Brigadier- 
General  J.  P.  Hatch,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  part  taken  in  the  action  of 
Honey  Hill  on  the  30th  ultimo  by  this  brigade. 

At  the  earliest  possible  moment  I  shall  furnish  a  more  full  and  special 
official  report  to  yourself,  accompanied  with  the  reports  of  the  battalion 
commanders  not  yet  rendered. 

Officers  and  men  have  been  so  constantly  on  service,  night  and  day, 
since  the  landing,  and  our  arrangements  for  camping  and  writing  so 
incomplete,  it  has  been  impossible  to  write  these  reports  sooner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Henry  Preble, 

Commander ,  U  8.  Navy ,  Comdg.  Naval  Brigade , 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

U.  8.  Navy ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Detailed  report  of  Commander  Preble,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  entire  operations. 

Headquarters  Naval  Brigade, 

In  the  Held ,  Boyd’s  Neck ,  8.  C.,  December  5,  1861 
,  S'!{:  ,()  .your  orders  of  November  25,  I  left  the  St.  Louis 

w  n°r  r  °  °,"  t  lc  in  temporary  command  of  Lieutenant 

William  h.  Stewart,  my  executive  officer,  and  accompanied  bv  20  sail- 
ors,  L)  marines,  and  2  acting  masters,  proceeded  to  Port  Royal  in  the 

ThtTu  ][°-0n  and  r.eP01.  ted  to  you  the  same  evening  for  special  service. 
Ihe  following  morning  (the  27th),  at  7  a.  m. ,  I  relieved,  by  your  order, 

hind  ^^!"(p“Trder  Scott’ln.command  of  the  naval  forces  assem¬ 
bled  on  Bay  Point  for  an  expedition.  That  day  (Sunday)  and  the  next 

artillery  “  organiailS  the  command  exercising  the  men  at  the 
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On  the  evening  of  the  28th  (Monday)  this  naval  brigade,  consisting 
of  492  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  with  8  pieces  of  artillery,  assem¬ 
bled  from  the  several  ships  of  the  squadron,  was  embarked  on  the 
U.  S.  steamers  Pontiac ,  Mingoe ,  and  Sonoma.  At  4: 30  a.  m. ,  the  29th, 
all  the  vessels  of  the  expedition  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the 
Broad  River  under  cover  of  a  dense  fog.  At  8:30  a.  m.  the  brigade 
was  landed  at  Boyd’s  Landing,  and  immediately  pushed  forward  on 
the  road  in  advance  of  the  military  forces  about  2  miles,  to  what  was 
supposed  at  the  time  to  be  the  crossroads,  where  we  were  ordered  to 
halt,  but  since  known  as  the  Forks.  The  artillery  was  advanced  up  the 
road,  [and]  with  the  battalion  of  marines  and  sailor  infantry,  deployed 
to  the  right  and  left  and  in  advance  of  the  skirmishers. 

Before  landing,  General  Foster  not  having  arrived,  T  reported  myself 
and  command  to  Brigadier-General  J.  P.  Hatch,  the  military  com¬ 
mander  of  the  expedition.  Without  pilots,  and  having  had  but  a 
hasty  look  at  his  chart,  I  halted  at  what  I  thought  was  the  crossroads, 
designated  by  him  as  the  spot  where  I  was  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the 
military.  Here  we  brought  our  pieces  into  a  defensive  position  to 
resist  attacks,  and  threw  an  abatis  across  the  road  on  each  fork. 
Being  without  a  guide  or  proper  map  of  the  country,  and  not  feeling 
sure  that  we  were  halted  at  the  right  place,  the  road  not  continuing  to 
the  front  as  I  had  expected,  accompanied  by  my  adjutant,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Crosman,  and  15  men,  I  proceeded  up  the  right-band  road 
some  two  or  more  miles  to  reconnoiter.  On  this  scout  we  saw  several  of 
the  enemy’s  cavalry  and  infantry  pickets,  watching  our  movements, 
and  our  skirmishers  exchanged  shots  with  them.  On  my  return  to  the 
command,  I  advanced  it  to  another  crossroads  about  a  mile  and  a  half, 
which  seemed  to  better  answer  the  description  of  that  1  was  directed 
to  halt  at.  A  colored  regiment,  which  came  up  to  the  forks  as  we  were 
starting,  accompanied  us.  We  were  intrenching  our  new  camp,  when 
Brigadier-General  E.  E.  Potter  rode  up,  leading  the  army  forces,  and 
we  decided,  after  some  consultation,  that  neither  of  our  halting  places 
was  the  crossing  intended,  but  still  another,  supposed  to  [be  to]  the  left. 
Our  tired  and  hungry  battalions,  after  dragging  at  the  artillery  all  day, 
and  skirmishing  through  woods,  were  again  put  en  route  to  the  left, 
but  were  linallv  encamped  for  the  night  at  11  o’clock  at  the  forks  we 
had  left. 

General  Potter,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  took  the  wrong  road  for  6 
miles,  was  forced  to  return,  and  encamped  on  the  crossroads  marked 
by  a  church,  afterwards  used  as  a  hospital  for  our  wounded. 

At  7  a.  m.,  the  30th,  my  command  was  again  in  motion,  and  at  8 
a.  m.  arrived  at  the  church,  where  General  Hatch  had  established  his 
headquarters.  I  here  reported  to  him  in  person,  and  halted  by  his 
order  on  the  left  of  the  column.  While  on  the  road  1  received  an 
order  to  send  back  my  two  lightest  howitzers  to  the  forks,  which  I 
did,  under  command  of  Acting  Ensign  Edgren;  his  arrival  with  the 
pieces  was  timely,  for  he  was  immediately  attacked  by  the  enemy  s 
sharpshooters;  a  few  discharges  of  canister  caused  them  to  ciy  out 
“cover”  and  “retreat.”  During  the  afternoon  he  accompanied,  with 
his  gun,  a  regiment  on  a  reconnoissance  up  to  the  road  to  the  right,  and 
discovered  a  battery  in  position  to  defend  it. 

At  8:15  a.  m.  the  army  moved  on  up  the  Grahamville  road  leading 
to  the  right  of  the  church,  and  at  8:30  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  lire 
from  a  — pounder  Brooke  rifle  placed  on  the  road. 
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The  Napoleon  12-pounders  of  Colonel  Ames  replied;  the  enemy  was 
driven  back,  firing  in  hi.s  retreat.  A  skirmish  fire  was  also  kept  up 
for  several  miles,  until  the  head  of  our  column  reached  a  turn  of  the 
road  at  Honey  Hill,  where  it  was  opened  on  by  four  guns  in  position 
behind  an  earthwork.  A  sharp  engagement  ensued,  which  lasted  until 
sundown,  and  in  which  our  loss  was  severe. 

Our  force  was  then  withdrawn  to  this  position,  where  we  have  since 
intrenched.  Two  of  the  heavy  howitzers  of  the  naval  artillery,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  O.  Matthews,  covered  the  rear 
of  our  retiring  columns  and  fired  the  last  gun  at  the  enemy.  The  nature 
of  the  action  did  not  require  that  all  the  forces  should  be  put  in  at  the 
same  time,  and  the  naval  brigade  was  mostly  kept  in  reserve.  About 
12  meridian  the  marine  battalion  was  ordered  into  the  line  on  the  right, 
in  the  rear  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers.  Lieutenant  Stod¬ 
dard,  of  the  Corps,  commanding  the  battalion,  was  accompanied  by  m37 
Acting  Adjutant  Lieutenant-Commander  Crosman  as  a  volunteer. 

At  3:30  p.  m. ,  the  rest  of  the  line  falling-  back,  the  marine  battalion 
retired  in  good  order  with  it  as  the  enemy  advanced;  and  a  new  posi¬ 
tion  was  taken  on  the  crossroads,  still  to  the  right  of  the  line,  and 
held  I137  the  marine  battalion  until  about  6  p.  m.,  when,  in  obedience 
to  orders,  it  was  marched  to  the  rear  with  the  army  and  took  position 
at  the  forks  of  the  road  to  support  the  naval  battery,  which  was 
placed  in  position  at  that  point,  for  its  defense  throughout  the  night. 
A  ith  the  exception  of  one  man  wounded  at  the  battery,  all  the  casual¬ 
ties  1  have  to  report  are  among  the  marines.  Considering  that  the 
marines  composing  the  battalion  were  gathered  in  tens  and  twenties 
from  the  vessels  scattered  on  the  blockade,  and  had  been  only  formed 
into  a  battalion  two  days  before  the  fight,  and  that  al  1  the  commissioned 
company  officers  were  sergeants,  acting  as  such,  1  think  their  conduct 
in  this  action  very  creditable  to  the  Corps.  Lieutenant  Stoddard  calls 
attention  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Serg-eant . I .  Cog'ley  in  bringing-  up 
ammunition  to  the  front  under  a  heavy  fire,  and  so  enabling  the  bat¬ 
talion  to  maintain  its  position.  The  sailor  infantry,  under  Lieutenant 
O’Kane,  was,  much  to  his  regret,  not  called  into  action. 

Two  companies  did  good  service  in  assisting  at  the  drag  ropes  of 
the  artillery ,  which  could  hardly  have  been  brought  up  without  such 
assistance.  The  remaining  companies  assisted  in  turning  back  strao-- 
from  the  front.  The  reports  of  commanding  officers  of  battalions 
will  inf 01  m  }7ou  of  the  particulars  of  all  the  service  performed  by  their 
contends.  Assistant  Surgeon  W.  J.  Bowdle,  senior  medical  officer 
of  the  brigade,  with  Acting- Assistant  Surgeons  E.  M.  Corson  and 
f.  •  ■  Hibbs,  rendered  efficient  service  in  the  rear,  and  as  our  casual¬ 

ties  were  light,  they  were  able  to  aid  their  overtasked  brethren  of  the 
arni37. 

Oui  medical  stores  were  also,  as  Doctor  Bowdle  reports,  expended 
tor  the  army,  their  own  not  being  at  hand.  There  was  no  oppor 

1  a  d,Sp  :L  S?  lndividual  acts  of  bravery,  but  all  in  the  brig¬ 
ade,  both  men  and  officers,  performed  their  duty  well. 

^nmpwbrnr ^  f-°U’  ad,uirva!’  for  a®si§’n\ng  a8  m.T  assistants  in  my 

adiutant  and  thn  1  u  !e?.sucd  a,de  aild  intelligent  officers  as  my  acting 
adjutant  and  the  battalion  commanders.  Accompanying  this  report  it 

a  map  of  the  route  of  the  naval  brigade  from  Boyd’s  Landing  to 
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Honey  Hill,  with  the  position  of  the  brigade  in  the  intrenched  camp 
occupied  by  the  United  States  forces  on  Boyd’s  Neck  after  the  action. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Henry  Preble, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  Naval  Brigade. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  embarking  of  the 

naval  brigade. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Broad  River ,  South  Carolina ,  December  5,  186k- 

The  naval  brigade  will  prepare  to  embark  with  its  guns  immediately 
on  receiving  this  order. 

Vessels  will  be  detailed  for  the  purpose. 

General  Foster  kindly  offers  the  use  of  scows  and  horses  for  the 
convenience  of  landing  and  removing  the  howitzers. 

The  naval  brigade  will  land  on  the  west  bank  of  the  “Tulifinny,”  at 
a  point  designated.  I  am  informed  by  General  Foster  that  all  the 
white  regiments  of  the  Department  now  here  are  to  land  at  the  same 
time. 

The  Mingoe  will  prepare  to  leave  for  the  site  of  operation. 

The  Mingoe  and  Sonoma  will  advance  as  far  as  possible  up  the  stream 
to  cover  the  landing  and  advance. 

They  will  be  preceded  by  the  Daffodil ,  Pettit ,  and  other  tugs,  keep¬ 
ing  their  guns  ready  for  instant  use. 

The  howitzers  will  be  landed  after  the  squadron  infantry,  and  under 
cover  of  the  gunboats,  and  are  to  cooperate  in  advance  of  the  troops. 

The  commissary  of  the  brigade  will  see  that  the  men  are  properly 
provisioned. 

The  boat  division  will  be  towed  up  to  precede  the  steamers,  sounding 
at  each  bow  of  the  advance,  and  giving  timely  notice  of  obstructions  in 
the  channel. 

doHN  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rwar- Admiral,  Comdg.  South.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Creighton,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  TJ.  S.  S.  Mingoe,  to  cover  the  landing  of  troops  in  Tulifinny  River. 

Flagship  Philadelphia,  December  6,  186k- 
Sir:  I  wish  you  to  pass  up  the  Tulifinny  River  and  cover  the  land¬ 
ing  place  of  the  troops.  _ 

It  is  supposed  that  you  can  go  as  far  as  the  landing  of  the  picket 

station. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren. 

Commander  Creighton, 

Commanding  U  S.  S.  Mingoe. 

The  commander  of  the  Bibb  will  assist  you  in  the  channel. 
n  w  r— -vol  16 - 6 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Creighton,  D.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  supplies  of  ammunition  and  provisions  for  the  naval  brigade  ashore. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Broad  River ,  December  6 ,  1861±. 

Sir:  It  is  very  important  that  the  supplies  of  ammunition  and  pro¬ 
visions  for  the  squadron  brigade  now  ashore  should  be  regular  and 
sufficient,  and  be  assured  of  being  properly  forwarded. .  I  desire, 
therefore,  that  you  will  maintain  a  communication  with  Captain 
Preble  regularly  each  day  and  have  an  officer  sent  to  me  at  least  once 
a  day,  stating  the  condition  of  these  supplies. 

The  boat  division  under  Captain  Gillespie  will,  every  night,  main¬ 
tain  a  vigilant  observation  of  the  Tulifinny  and  its  banks,  and  he  will 
report  to  me  every  morning  the  occurrence  of  the  previous  night. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  Creighton, 

Commanding  Mingoe. 


Detailed  report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  operations  from 

November  30  to  December  7,  1864. 

No.  588.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Broad  River ,  South  Carolina ,  December  7,  186R 

Sir:  My  dispatch  of  the  30th  ultimo  informed  the  Department  of 
the  movement  at  Boyd’s  Creek,  [South  Carolina],  by  the  forces  under 
General  Foster  and  myself. 

Everything  seemed  to  look  well  on  Tuesday  evening.  On  Wednes¬ 
day  (30th)  the  advance  was  made  directly  upon  and  toward  the  rail¬ 
road  above  Grahamville. 

The. rebels  had,  however,  by  this  time  collected  in  force  and  were 
impeding  the  march  of  the  troops  by  musketry  and  a  few  small  pieces, 
but  the  advance  continued  and  before  long  General  Hatch,  who  com¬ 
manded,  found  farther  progress  barred  by  a  work  which  looked  upon 
the  road.,  and  was  covered  on  the  flanks  by  heavy  woods  and  other 
obstructions. 

.1  have  not  yet  sufficient  exact  information  to  convey  a  correct  idea 
of  the  conflict  or  its  locality,  but  our  understanding  of  the  matter  is 
that  the  General  assaulted  the  work  and  was  repulsed  with  heavy  loss. 

,  The  fleet  brigade  did  its  duty  fully,  and  rendered  g’ood  service  with 
its  boat  howitzers  as  well  as  musketry. 

I  have  not  yet  received  any  official  reports  to  me,  and  am  unable 
h*  transmit  them,  but  will  do  so  at  the  first  opportunity. 

lhe  rebels  did  not  attempt  to  come  out  from  their  position,  and 
Geneial  Hatch  drew  off  at  his  leisure,  and  fell  back  to  a  more  conveni¬ 
ent  position,  where  he  remained. 

On  Sunday  General  Foster,  with  a  few  tugs,  one  of  them  the  Dafo- 
dil  (Navy),  and  two  or  three  hundred  men,  went  into  Whale  Branch, 
ascended  nearly  to  Port  Royal  Ferry,  surprised  a  small  work  of  two 
or  three  light  pieces  the  guard  running  away,  evidently  surprised. 

At  the  same  time  1  passed  to  the  head  of  Broad  River  ancf  into  the 
Goosawhatchie  with  the  Pawnee  and  Sonoma ,  where  a  small  work  with 
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a  couple  of  small  guns  was  placed  so  as  to  bar  the  passage;  the  stream 
was  too  winding  and  narrow  to  get  nearer  than  a  couple  of  thousand 
yards,  and  the  rebels,  after  firing  a  few  shots,  retired  to  the  near 
woods  and  let  us  pound  away. 

At  the  same  time  General  Hatch  pushed  out  a  light  column  from  his 
right,  and  the  Pontiac  sent  her  boats  up  the  creek  from  Boyd’s  Land¬ 
ing,  the  whole  affair  being  merely  a  reconnoissance  made  to  assume 
the  appearance  of  a  demonstration,  and  thus  also  mislead  the  rebels 
and  divide  their  forces. 

The  general  view  of  the  site  led  General  Foster  and  myself  to  a 
more  complete  reconnoissance  next  day  (December  5),  the  firing  being 
renewed  as  usual  to  give  the  idea  of  a  move  that  way,  while  in  fact  we 
were  regarding  a  stream  on  the  right  (Tulifinny),  going  in  another 
direction,  and,  with  the  Coosa whatchie,  forming  a  peninsula  or  island, 
over  which  the  railroad  [Charleston  and  Savannah]  passed  by  two 
bridges  at  no  great  distance  from  each  other. 

I  had  always  looked  to  the  general  configuration  of  the  ground  here 
as  very  favorable  for  cutting  the  railroad,  and  was  glad  to  find  that 
the  general  was  of  the  same  opinion.  We  agreed,  therefore,  to  make 
it  the  object  of  a  move  the  next  day. 

Wherefore,  on  Tuesday,  the  6th,  leaving  Boyd’s  Landing  to  be  held 
by  General  Hatch  with  some  troops  and  the  Pontiac ,  we  moved  very 
early  up  Broad  River  with  gunboats  and  transports  and  reached  the 
entrance  of  the  Tulifinny  about  8  o’clock  a.  m.  The  fog  somewhat 
obscured  our  approach,  and  but  for  the  low  tide  we  would  have  dis¬ 
embarked  instantly,  but  this  compelled  a  resort  to  boats;  quickly  the 
water  was  alive  with  them  pulling  for  the  landing,  soldiers  and  sailors 
in  every  variety  of  floating  things. 

In  the  lead  was  a  launch  of  the  boat  division,  Acting  Master  E.  G. 
Furber.  The  fleet  brigade  with  its  guns  soon  got  ashore  with  its 
military  commanders,  and  the  whole  moved  quickly  up  the  single  road 
that  leads  up  between  the  rivers. 

The  Department  will  notice  in  the  sketch  annexed*  how  favorable 
was  the  ground  when  once  we  gained  a  footing,  the  width  of  the  island 
being  well  adapted  to  the  front  of  a  small  force,  and  each  flank  covered 
by  a  stream.  Once  there  our  men  could  not  be  ousted  easily. 

The  rebels  appear  to  have  been  completely  deceived  by  the  previous 
demonstration  toward  the  Coosawhatchie  and  its  battery,  and  when 
they  perceived  the  real  direction,  sent  a  force  with  all  dispatch  to 
dispute  the  landing,  one  of  the  regiments  a  veteran  regular. 

But  our  men  had  a  fair  field  and  asked  no  favors,  so  when  the 
enemy  came  down  on  them  the}7  were  gradually  pushed  back  toward 
the  railroad. 

1  can  now  only  give  a  very  general  and  hearsay  report,  as  there  is 
no  time  for  the  officers  engaged  to  write. 

Among  other  statements  made  to  the  general  in  my  presence  was 
that  our  advance  had  been  gathered  upon  thickly,  and,  to  quote  the 
expression,  “things  looked  squally,”  when  our  blue  jackets  came  up 
at  a  round  pace  with  their  howitzers  and  opened  fire. 

The  rebels  then  gave  way,  still  resisting  the  advance,  and  still 
receding  before  our  men. 

By  evening  a  report  came  that  the  bridge  of  the  county  road  had 
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been  destroyed,  a  very  important  result.  Only  a  little  farther  is  the 

railroad  and  bridge.  .  ,  ,  , 

Now,  as  1  write,  matters  are  reported  as  going  on  favorably,  the 

Bound  of  the  howitzers  and  musketry  is  lively. 

It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  with  exactness  the  distance  of  the  rail¬ 
road,  but  the  cars  are  well  beard  and  seen.  .  .  , 

Nothing  could  be  more  satisfactory  than  the  behavioi  of  the  fleet 
brigade;  the  officers  and  men  go  to  the  work  with  a  zeal  and  \  igoi  that 
is  deserving  of  all  praise,  and  makes  me  regret  that  my  force  is  too 
limited  to  permit  a  stronger  detachment,  for  1  have  more  howitzers. 
As  soon  as  I  have  the  official  dispatches  they  will  be  transmitted. 
Meanwhile  I  transmit  a  list  of  casualties  in  the  action  at  B03  d  s 
Creek  on  the  29th  ultimo,  and  here  on  the  6th  and  7th  instants. 

These  amount  to  23  men.  I  will  till  them  up  from  the  squadron, 
and  will  be  compelled  to  draw  off  the  few  marines  of  the  Donegal, 
which  I  hope  the  Department  will  permit. 

The  blockade  remains  insufficient,  and  I  learn  now  that  a  steamer 
had  passed  into  Georgetown,  [S.  C.],  the  first  occurrence  of  the  kind, 
but  I  fear  it  may  be  repeated,  as  I  have  no  more  force  to'  spare  for 
that  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Oomdg.  /South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S. — Just  after  closing  this  dispatch  I  received  the  annexed 
report  from  Commander  Preble,  commanding  fleet  brigade,  and  writ¬ 
ten  under  the  disadvantages  of  the  battlefield. 


Report  of  Commander  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  brigade. 

Headquarters  Fleet  Brigade, 

In  the  Field ,  December  7,  186R 

Sir:  Yesterday,  after  landing,  we  dragged  the  howitzers  through  the 
swampy  ground  and  hurried  them  forward  with  the  marine  battalions. 

The  sailor  infantry  landed  above  with  the  army  and  advanced  with 
it.  As  we  hurried  on  we  heard  sharp  firing  of  musketry  in  the 
advance,  and  hurried  up  to  reach  the  field  just  as  the  rebels  had  been 
driven  from  it  with  loss. 

Our  sailor  infantry  fought  well,  and  had  13  or  15  wounded  out  of  110. 

As  soon  as  the  howitzers  came  up  one  was  placed  in  the  road  and 
scattered  an  attacking  column,  while  the  other  pieces  shelled  the  woods 
to  the  left.  The  marines  skirmished  through  the  woods,  and  there  was 
more  or  less  firing  until  night. 

4  he  rebels  had  a  battery  on  the  left,  and  Biey  played  upon  us  down  the 
crossroads,  and  another  on  the  right  of  the  same  road.  A  regiment  of 
infantry  was  sent  by  General  Potter  to  the  right,  which  destroyed  a 
bridge  and  prevented  the  rebels  flanking  us. 

The  rebels  appeared  to  be  in  good  force  and  to  receive  continual 
reinforcements.  We  drove  the  enemy  and  encamped  on  the  field  of 
battle. 
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This  morning  the  firing  was  renewed  by  the  enemy  from  the  woods 
in  front  and  on  the  right. 

One  howitzer  shelled  the  woods  to  the  right  and  prevented  the  enemy 
from  closing  on  us  in  that  direction.  Sharpshooters  were  in  the  trees 
in  front,  when  the  firing  had  ceased  in  a  measure,  and  four  pieces  were 
withdrawn  as  a  reserve  to  the  rear,  to  occupy  the  position  we  are  now 
intrenching. 

Two  heavy  howitzers  are  still  at  the  front  for  the  night,  under  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Hayward. 

For  the  night  I  am  located  at  General  Hatch’s  headquarters,  which 
is  in  close  proximity  to  our  brigade.  One  company  of  marines  was 
thrown  forward  last  night  on  the  left  front  as  a  skirmish  line,  and  was 
withdrawn  with  the  line  this  morning,  and  reached  camp  about  noon. 
I  have  1  corporal  wounded  and  1  private  missing. 

The  two  remaining  companies  of  marines  have  been  out  on  picket 
all  day,  and  were  not  relieved  until  sundown. 

Twenty-five  men  and  1  officer  reported  to  me  to-day. 

Adjutant  Stanley  and  Lieutenant  Whitehead  were  sent  to  the  rear 
sick,  together  with  some  men. 

I  have  been  in  battle  or  on  the  move  all  day,  and  it  has  been  raining 
hard. 

Captain  Bradford  retained  my  aid  on  board  the  Philadelphia.  I 
have  all  my  baggage,  including  stationery,  at  the  landing.  I  could 
not  have  taken  care  of  it  had  it  been  here  before  to-night. 

I  presume,  as  we  are  intrenching  our  lines,  we  are  to  remain  here, 
but  I  can  not  tell  where  or  when  I  am  to  move  again. 

I  sent  you  a  list  of  wounded,  as  far  as  I  know,  this  p.  m. 

1  have  already  directed  the  boat  commanders  to  give  me  their  reports, 
which  they  will  do  as  soon  as  possible. 

Had  we  landed  the  howitzers  where  the  army  landed,  at  [James] 
Gregory’s,  [Tulifinny  Creek],  we  would  have  been  able  to  have  kept 
them  up  with  the  advance  column. 

I  sent  you  yesterday  a  rebel  rifie  shell,  10-pounder,  which  struck 
the  field  near  me;  also  some  picket  papers  found  at  the  lower  Gregory’s 
house,  which  I  hope  you  got. 

The  rebels  left  a  good  many  dead  on  the  field;  Lieutenant-Commander 
Matthews  buried  5  within  his  camp  last  night. 

I  write  this  by  the  camp  fire,  and  hope  you  will  understand  and 
excuse  all  informalities. 

1  believe  the  battlefield  of  yesterday  is  called  Tulifinny  Crossroads. 

The  sailors  and  marines  behave  admirably  in  camp  and  in  battle. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Henry  Preble, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding  Fleet  Brigade. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

List  of  killed ,  wounded,  and  missing,  naval  brigade,  December  2,  1864. 

Killed. — Knapp,  sergeant  marines,  Mingoe. 

Wounded. — Clancy,  corporal  marines,  Pontiac;  Young,  corporal, 
Canandaigua;  Mallory,  private,  Canandaigua;  Neilly.  private, 
Sonoma;  (mortally)  Walker,  private,  Pawnee;  Wilson,  private, 
Mingoe. 
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Missing. — Joy,  private,  Mingoe ;  O’Neill,  private,  Mingoe;  Drake, 
George  C.,  Saratoga ;  Henry  Kittering,  private  (reformed  rebel), 
Memphis. 

Sick.-  Pat  Kiernan,  Company  C,  St.  Lams ,  on  Mingoe;  George  C. 
Lincoln,  Company  C,  on  Bay  Point;  Thomas  Kiernan,  Company  C, 
on  Bay  Point;  Horace  Chewj  Company  C,  Geranium ,  in  rear. 

Wounded,  in  action  December  6,  1864 ,  as  far  as  known. 

Edward  Birch,  ordinary  seaman,  Sonoma;  Patrick  Gleason,  lands¬ 
man,  Sonoma;  Patrick  Hayes,  landsman,  Saratoga;  James  Northrop, 
landsman,  Memphis;  Michael  Lynch,  landsman,  Sonoma;  Thomas 
Mullen,  marine,  Mingoe;  George  Groth,  ordinary  seaman,  St.  Louis ; 
Thomas  McDonald,  ordinary  seaman,  Saratoga;  Charles  Honor,  lands¬ 
man,  Saratoga;  Horace  Thompson,  seaman,  New  Hampshire;  Morti¬ 
mer  Tower,  landsman,  Saratoga;  Robert  Wilson,  St.  Louis;  Charles 
Miller,  Geranium. 

December  7,  1864. 

Corporal  Ed.  Kenmierer,  Pontiac;  Brandt,  private,  missing, 
Sonoma. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Bowers,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  TJ.  S.  S.  Cimarron,  to  send  the  marines  from  that  vessel. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Broad  Liver,  South  Carolina ,  December  7 ,  18GJh 
Sir:  You  will  send  without  delay  all  the  marines  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Cimarron  to  this  place  for  duty  in  the  naval  brigade  commanded  by 
Commander  George  H.  Preble. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Lear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  William  L.  Bowers, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Cimarron. 


Report  of  Commander  Preble,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  expedition  in  Tulifinny  River. 

Headquarters  Naval  Brigade, 
TaTbirdB  House,  Deveaux’s  Neck,  S.  C. ,  December  8,  186 f. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that,  agreeably  to  orders  from  the  command¬ 
ing  general,  the  forces  under  my  command  were  withdrawn  on  the 
evening  ot  the  5th  from  the  position  on  the  Grahamville  road,  at 
Boyd’s  Neckband  proceeded  to  Boyd’s  Landing,  where,  under  your 
instructions,  it  was  embarked,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  rilled 
howitzers,  on  board  of  steamers,  and  at  daylight  the  following  morning’ 
proceeded  up  the  Tulifinny  River,  and  was  disembarked  at  Gregory’s 
Landings.  A  portion  of  Lieutenant  James  O’Kane’s  infantry  battalion 
was  put  on  shore  at  the  upper  landing,  and  proceeded  on  at  once  with 
the  army  force  under  General  Potter,  landing  at  that  point.  The 
lemaindei  of  the  infantry,  the  marines,  and  the  artillery  were  disem- 
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barked,  under  direction  of  Fleet-Captain  Bradford,  at  the  lower  land¬ 
ing,  which  proved  marshy.  Boards  and  timber  were  thrown  down  to 
make  a  road  for  it,  and  the  guns  had  to  be  dragged  through  the  swamp 
with  great  labor,  which  occasioned  some  delay.  I,  however,  hurried 
the  force  forward  as  soon  as  it  was  landed,  and  as  we  proceeded  heard 
sharp  firing  in  front.  This  inspirited  the  men,  and  they  hurried  up 
the  pieces.  On  reaching  .an  open  field  we  found  the  engagement  still 
going  on,  though  after  a  stubborn  contest  the  enemy  had  already  been 
driven  from  it  and  were  firing  musketry  from  the  woods  in  front  and 
to  the  left,  and  from  a  battery  also  on  the  left.  Our  arrival  was 
timely,  for  the  army  had  advanced  without  horses  or  artillery,  and 
was  short  of  ammunition,  one  of  the  colonels  reporting  to  General 
Potter,  as  I  joined  him,  that  his  supply  for  his  regiment  was  exhausted 
and  he  must  use  the  bayonet. 

Wheeling  the  howitzers  into  position  on  the  field,  we  opened  a  fire 
upon  the  left,  which  soon  silenced  the  enemy’s  musketry.  Planting 
another  of  the  howitzers  in  the  road  to  rake  the  crossroads,  we  dis¬ 
charged  it  against  an  advancing  column  of  the  enemy,  which  quickly 
disappeared.  Continuing  this  fire  at  intervals,  a  battery  of  the  enemy, 
near  the  Coosawhatchie,  occasionally  replied  from  12-pounder  smooth¬ 
bore  and  10-pounder  Brooke  rifle. 

The  sailor  infantry  under  Lieutenant  O’Kane  behaved  well,  and 
received  merited  applause  for  their  bravery  from  the  army.  Out  of 
110,  it  counted  15  wounded. 

The  capture  of  a  rebel  battle  flag  from  the  Fifth  Georgia  Regiment 
was  disputed  between  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  and  Fifty- 
sixth  New  York  regiments,  while  the  honor  of  shooting  the  color 
bearer  is  claimed  by  one  of  our  sailors. 

That  night  we  camped  on  the  battlefield,  and  had  a  picket  disturbance 
about  midnight. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  must  have  been  severe.  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Matthews  buried  5  of  the  enemy  within  the  circuit  of  the 
camp  of  his  artillery. 

The  next  morning,  the  7th,  about  9  a.  in.,  the  enemy  opened  a 
skirmish  fire  from  the  woods  in  front  and  to  the  right  of  our  line. 
Our  howitzers  opened  fire  to  the  right,  and,  driving  them  back  at 
every  discharge,  prevented  their  getting  round  on  the  flank,  while 
they  assisted  the  musketry  fire  in  front,  which  dispersed  them.  A  few 
shots  were  fired  from  a  rebel  battery  on  the  right,  across  the  field. 
Soon  after  this  firing,  1  received  orders  to  move  my  command  and  to 
throw  up  intrenchments  in  our  present  position,  leaving  two  heavy 
howitzers  in  the  field  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Hayward.  In  this  brush 
with  the  enemy  we  had  one  man,  a  corporal  of  marines,  wounded. 

The  weather  turned  very  inclement  and  rainy,  which  probably 
hastened  the  retiring  of  the  rebels. 

During  the  night  my  men  were  hard  at  work  intrenching  our  camp, 
and  completed  the  work  before  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Henry  Preble, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding  Naval  Brigade. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
distinguishing  pennants  for  the  naval  brigade. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Goosawhatchie  River,  S.  C. ,  December  9,  1861^. 

Sir:  I  send  you  three  distinguishing  pennants  for  the  battalions  of 
the  fleet  brigade — red  for  the  howitzers,  blue  for  the  skirmishers,  and 
white-blue  for  the  marines,  marked  with  an  anchor. 

It  will  be  well  not  to  let  our  sailors  and  marines  forget  the  habits  to 
which  they  have  been  accustomed,  for  they  may  lose  this  without 
acquiring  those  of  the  soldiers,  and  I  must  confess  to  a  preference  for 
the  more  exact  and  respectful  training  of  the  Navy. 

It  is  by  no  means  necessary  to  cause  them  discomfort,  but  they 
should  never  be  allowed  to  omit  the  usual  acknowledgments  of  the 
presence  of  their  officers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  George  Henry  Preble, 

Commanding  Fleet  Brigade. 


Report  of  Commander  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  engagement  of  the  enemy  at  Deveaux’s 

Neck. 


Headquarters  Naval  Brigade, 
Talbird's  House ,  Deveaux’s  Neck ,  S.  C. ,  December  10,  186 J, h 
Sir:  Yesterday  morning  at  daybreak,  by  order  of  the  commanding 
general,  the  marine  battalion,  under  command  of  First  Lieutenant. 
Marines  G.  G.  Stoddard,  was  sent  to  the  front  intrenchments  to  report 
to  Colonel  Silliman  and  form  the  extreme  right  of  a  line  of  skirmishers 
in  an  expected  action  with  the  enemy.  My  acting  adjutant,  Lieuten- 
apt- Commander  A.  F.  Crosman,  volunteered  to  accompany  them,  and 
dM  so.  At  the  same  time  the  sailor  infantry,  under  Lieutenant  James 
O  Kane,  U.  S.  Navy,  was  sent  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  E.  E. 
Potter,  to  form  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line  of  battle. 

The  battery  of  heavy  12-pounder  howitzers,  consisting  of  guns  Nos. 
1,  3,  6,  and  8,  under  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  O.  Matthews  who 
6rS  to  report  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ames,  was  placed  in  the 
held  from  which  the  enemy  was  driven  on  the  6th,  in  position  to  shell 
the  woods  in  front  before  the  advance  of  our  troops  and  the  right 
flank  after  they  had  entered  the  woods.  The  two  light  howitzers 
were  left  in  position  near  these  headquarters  to  protect  the  left  flank 
ot  our  intrenchments. 


To  myself  was  assigned  by  General  Hatch  the  command  of  the 
reserves  consisting  of  the  Thirty-second,  Thirty-fourth,  and  Thirty- 
filth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry. 

The  forces  being  in  position,  at  9  a.  m.  the  artillery,  in  all  ten 
pieces  aimy  and  navy— opened  a  rapid  fire  in  front  'to  clear  the 
woods,  which  was  continued  for  ten  minutes.  On  its  ceasine-  the  skir- 
mish  line,  commanded  by  Colonel  Silliman,  of  the  Twenty -sixth  Col- 
cued  Reg  m^nt,  and  consisting  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh 
and  One  hundred  and  fifty -seventh  New  York  and  our  marine  battalion 
in  all  about  600  strong,  entered  the  woods  in  front  and  Avas  followed 
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by  the  main  line  of  battle,  consisting  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
fourth  and  Fifty-sixth  New  York,  and  One  hundred  and  second  Col¬ 
ored  regiments,  and  the  sailor  battalion  of  infantry,  in  all  about  1,100 
strong.  This  line  was  followed  by,  and  designed  to  protect,  the 
Twenty-fifth  Ohio  with  axes,  who  had  orders  to  cut  a  road  100  feet 
wide  through  the  woods,  to  open  the  Savannah  and  Charleston  Rail¬ 
road  to  the  fire  of  our  batteries  on  the  right. 

As  the  troops  advanced  our  artillery  commenced  and  continued  to 
shell  the  woods  with  shrapnel  on  the  right  and  left  Hanks,  and  kept  up 
the  fire  during  the  wdiole  advance,  the  signal  of  recall  being  the  cessa¬ 
tion  of  the  artillery  fire. 

At  9:55  a.  m.  the  skirmish  fire  commenced,  and  the  musketry  fire 
continued  until  near  sundown. 

At  11:30  a.  m.  the  Thirty-fourth  Colored  Regiment  of  the  reserve 
was  ordered  to  the  front  to  report  to  General  Potter. 

At  3  p.  m.,  the  Twenty -fifth  Ohio  having  done  its  work,  the  artil¬ 
lery  ceased  fire,  and,  our  lines  beginning  to  retire,  the  enemy  advanced 
with  yells  and  volleys  of  musketry. 

At  4  p.  m.  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  New  York,  having 
expended  all  its  ammunition,  returned;  and  at  4:15  the  Thirty-second 
Colored  of  the  reserves  was  ordered  to  the  front,  when  the  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-fourth  New  York  reported  to  me  and  took  its  place  in 
the  intrenchments. 

The  enemy  throughout  the  day  continued  a  fire  of  grapeshot  and 
shell  from  a  battery  on  our  right. 

About  sundown  the  firing  ceased  on  both  sides,  and  our  forces  hav¬ 
ing  driven  back  the  enemy  withdrew  in  good  order  and  returned  to 
their  intrenchments,  the  cutting  through  the  woods,  which  was  the 
intent  of  the  attack,  having  been  accomplished. 

Our  loss  in  the  naval  brigade  was,  as  far  as  ascertained,  2  killed,  18 
wounded,  and  3  marines  missing  and  probably  drowned.  I  forward 
the  surgeon’s  report  of  these  casualties. 

It  is  needless  to  add  that  officers  and  men  behaved  with  gallantry 
and  spirit. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Henry  Preble, 

Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding  Naval  Brigade. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  explosive  balls  used  by  the  Confeder¬ 
ates  in  engagements  in  Tulifinny  River. 

Headquarters  Naval  Brigade, 
Talbird’s  House ,  Deveaux’s  Neck ,  S.  C.,  December  11,  186  1^. 

Sir:  I  wish  to  add  to  my  reports  of  the  engagements  near  the  Tuli¬ 
finny  River  that  the  rebel  sharpshooters  used  explosive  balls  against 
us,  known  by  their  peculiar  sound  and  explosion  when  they  struck 
the  timber;  also  from  having  been  picked  up  unexploded  on  the  field. 

Doctor  Burton,  the  chief  medical  officer  of  the  army,  has  one  of 
these  explosive  bullets  in  his  possession.  It  is  a  conical  ball  in  shape, 
like  an  ordinary  rifle  bullet.  The  pointed  end  is  charged  with  a  ful¬ 
minate.  The  base  of  the  ball  separates  from  the  conical  end,  and  has 
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•a  leaden  standard  or  plunger.  The  explosion  of  the  charge  drives  the 
base  up,  so  as  to  flatten  a  thin  disk  of  metal  between  it  and  the  ball, 
the  leaden  plunger  is  driven  against  the  fulminate,  and  it  explodes  the 
ball.  Colonel  [William]  Silliman  was  wounded  by  one  of  these  balls, 
and  the  wound,  which  from  an  ordinary  bullet  might  have  been  man¬ 
ageable,  is  in  consequence  likely  to  prove  fatal.  It  seems  to  me.  the 
use  of  such  a  missile  is  an  unnecessary  addition  to  the  barbarities 
of  war. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Henry  Preble, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  urging  the  need  of  an  additional  marine 

officer. 

Headquarters  Naval  Brigade, 
Takbird's  House ,  Deveamls  Neck ,  December  11 ,  1864-. 

Sir:  I  think  it  necessary  to  represent  to  you  that  if  these  forces  are 
to  be  long  organized  it  is  indispensable  that  the  marine  battalion 
should  have  at  least  another  officer  of  its  Corps  attached  to  it.  In  the 
last  fights  Acting  Adjutant  Stanley  was  too  unwell  to  accompany  the 
battalion  into  the  field.  I  considered  it  unsafe  to  risk  the  battalion  in 
the  skirmish  line  with  but  one  officer,  and  was  only  relieved  from  the 
dilemma  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Grosman  volunteering  to  accom¬ 
pany  it.  B}7  every  rule  of  rank  he  was  entitled  to  assume  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  battalion,  but  refrained  from  doing  so  out  of  consider¬ 
ation  for  the  feelings  of  the  first  lieutenant  of  marines  commanding 
the  battalion,  and  the  disorganizing  effect  it  would  have  with  the  men 
for  him  to  have  assumed  the  command  on  the  eve  of  battle. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Henry  Preble, 

Commander ,  11.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding  Naval  Brigade. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  two  rifled  howitzers  from  Boyd’s 

Landing. 

Headquarters  Naval  Brigade,  December  11 ,  1864. 

®IR: [J-  jmLVG  telegraphed,  by  order  of  General  Hatch,  to  have  the 
two  i  lfled  howitzers  now  at  Boyd’s  Landing  sent  up  without  delay 
with  ammunition  complete.  He  desires  them  for  a  battery  to  the  left 
of  our  present  position  to  shell  the  railroad  from. 

Our  men  are  at  work  cutting  a  road  up  to  the  place. 

It  desirable,  two  of  the  smoothbores  can  be  returned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,y  George  Henry  Preble, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding  Naval  Brigade. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dablgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Creighton,  U.  S.  Navy,  in 
connection  with  the  duty  of  the  latter  as  senior  officer  in  Broad  River. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia. 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  December  12,  186 j. 

Sir:  The  communication  with  the  army  of  General  Sherman  else¬ 
where  obliges  me  to  withdraw  the  Pawnee  and  Sonoma,  which  leaves 
you  as  senior  officer  in  Broad  River,  with  the  Mingoe  in  the  Tulifinny 
and  the  Pontiac  at  Boyd’s  Creek. 

You  also  have  two  tugs  for  communication  and  other  purposes. 

This  change  you  will  at  once  make  known  to  General  Hatch,  and 
say  it  is  made  by  agreement  with  General  Foster. 

Do  all  in  your  power  to  assist  the  army,  and  if  Boyd’s  Neck  is 
evacuated,  the  Pontiac  will  join  }mu  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

Communicate  with  Commander  Reynolds  for  supplies  of  coal  and 
provisions,  if  you  should  need  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  J.  Blakeley  Creighton,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Mingoe,  Senior  Officer,  Tulifinny  River. 


Order  of  Brigadier-General  Hatch,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  to 

furnish  two  howitzers. 

Headquarters  Coast  Division,  December  18,  1861+. 
Captain:  You  will  cause  two  naval  howitzers,  properly  manned,  to 
report  at  these  headquarters  at  5  o’clock  p.  m.  to-day  for  guard  at  left 
batteries. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Hatch: 

Leonard  B.  Perry, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Commander  Preble, 

Commanding  Naval  Brigade. 


Report  of  Commander  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  successful  practice  fire  at  the  railroad. 

Headquarters  Naval  Brigade, 

Talbird’s  House,  December  19, 186 j. 

Sir:  Since  the  action  of  the  9th  instant  not  a  shot  has  been  tired  by 
the  enemy.  Our  army  guns,  Parrotts  and  Napoleons,  have  had  daily 
practice  at  the  railroad,  and,  it  is  believed,  with  some  success.  Yes¬ 
terday  one  of  our  rifled  howitzers  was  put  into  a  battery  1,150  yards 
from  the  railroad  bridge  and  opened  tire  for  the  flrst  time.  Two  are 
to  be  run  out  again  to  the  battery  to-day. 

Two  of  our  howitzers  are  in  battery  at  the  front  of  our  lines,  two 
near  these  headquarters  on  the  left  of  these  lines,  and  two  in  the  rear 
and  on  the  left,  for  the  support  of  the  two  30-pound  Parrotts.  Rest 
and  good  weather  have  improved  the  health  of  the  camp.  It  is  near 
four*weeks  since,  the  command  was  assembled,  and  I  would  again 
urgently  represent  the  importance  of  providing  the  men  with  a  change 
of  clothing  from  their  ships. 
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The  men  whose  times  are  out  are  anxious  to  go  North  on  the  next 
trip  of  the  supply  steamer.  I  believe  the  infantry  and  marines  of  the 
brigade  might  be  spared  further  service  with  the  expedition,  but  the 
howitzers  will  be  required  as  long  as  the  army  occupies  this  point. 
There  is  still  some  grumbling  about  insufficient  rations,  though  we  get 
along  better  than  at  first. 

The  army  ration  supplied  does  not  suit  our  jacks  so  well  as  their  own. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Henry  Preble, 

Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Daiilgren. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Daiilgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
transfer  of  men  whose  terms  of  service  have  expired. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Tybee  Roads ,  December  25 ,  186  Jj. 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  19th  instant, 
reporting  the  operations  of  the  fleet  brigade  under  your  command. 

In  reference  to  the  men  attached  to  the  brigade  whose  terms  of 
service  have  expired,  you  will  transfer  them  to  their  respective  ves¬ 
sels  at  the  first  practicable  opportunity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Geo.  H.  Preble, 

Commanding  Naval  Brigade. 


Memorandum  for  Commander  Reynolds. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 
Savannah  River ,  December  86,  186 J. 

The  fleet  brigade  will  report  to  you. 

The  marines,  except  those  belonging  to  the  New  Hampshire, ,  are  to 
land  and  remain  on  Bay  Point,  [S.  C.J,  for  the  present. 

The  seamen  belonging  to  the  artillery  and  infantry  are  to  be  quar¬ 
tered  on  vessels  at  Port  Royal  and  sent  to  their  several  vessels  when 
a  suitable  means  of  conveyance  offers. 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Preble,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to 
prepare  for  the  return  of  his  command  to  the  squadron. 

Flag- Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Savannah  River ,  December  186 4-. 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  prepare  to  return  with  the  fleet 
brigade  to  the  squadron. 

This  is,  I  believe,  the  understanding  with  General  Foster,  and  I 
presume  has  been  made  known  to  General  Hatch.  You  will,  of  course, 
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see  the  general  on  the  subject,  and  ascertain  if  this  is  the  case;  if  not, 
you  will  not  leave  until  you  hear  from  me  further,  or  General  Hatch 
consents. 

You  will  convey  to  the  fleet  brigade  my  appreciation  of  the  service 
it  has  rendered. 

The  detailed  reports  from  the  commanding  officers  will  be  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  Navy  Department,  and  will  contain  the  full  accounts  of 
the  service  rendered,  and  of  the  names  of  the  officers  engaged. 

I  can  not  omit  to  bear  my  own  testimony  to  the  fidelity  and  zeal  with 
which  the  officers  of  the  different  battalions,  artillery,  seamen,  and 
marines  endeavored  to  train  their  men  in  the  few  days  which  the 
urgency  of  circumstances  permits. 

Commander  Reynolds  has  instructions  as  to  the  disposition  of  the 
officers  and  men  composing  the  brigade  on  their  arrival  at  Port  Royal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadron. 

Commander  Geo.  Henry  Preble, 

Commanding  Naval  Brigade. 


Report  of  Commander  Preble,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  project  for  the  capture  of  battery 

at  Dawson’s  Point. 

Headquarters  Naval  Brigade, 
TalbirdJ  House ,  December  % 8 ,  186 A 

Sir:  Since  my  report  of  the  19th  nothing  has  been  done  by  the 
naval  brigade  requiring  a  special  report. 

The  howitzers  have  been  in  occasional  use  at  the  swamp  and  other 
batteries  for  the  annoyance  of  the  enemy,  but  without  eliciting  a 
return  fire.  Lieutenant-Commander  Matthews  condemns  the  rifled 
howitzers  as  inaccurate  in  their  aim  and  uncertain  in  their  range.  It 
was  planned  for  Lieutenant  O’Kane,  with  120  sailors  and  marines  to 
take  the  two-gun  battery  at  Dawson’s  Point  on  the  morning  of  the 
26th,  assailing  it  from  the  rear.  On  examination  the  marsh  was 
found  impassable  and  the  project  had  to  be  abandoned. 

During  the  recent  heavy  rains  the  brigade  has  suffered  much  from 
want  of  a  change  of  clothing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Henry  Preble, 
Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  Comdg.  Naval  Brigade. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  ‘ 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  TJ.  S.  S.  Geranium,  for  the  transportation  of  the  naval  brigade  from  Tulifinny, 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Savannah  River ,  December  % 6 ,  186 A 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Tulifinny  and  report  to  Commander  G.  H. 
Preble  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  the  fleet  brigade  to  the  New 
Hampshire  at  Port  Royal. 
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After  this  service  is  accomplished  3Tou  will  report  to  me  at  this 
anchorage  or  elsewhere. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Ensign  David  Lee, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Geranium. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Preble,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regard¬ 
ing  the  transportation  of  the  naval  brigade  from  Tulifinny. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Savannah  River ,  December  26,  1864- 
Sir:  The  Geranium  will  report  to  you  for  the  purpose  of  trans¬ 
porting  the  fleet  brigade  from  Tulifinny  [River]  to  the  New  Hampshire. 
After  having  performed  this  service,  she  will  return  to  this  anchorage 
and  report  to  me  here  or  elsewhere. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Commander  George  Henry  Preble, 

Commanding  Naval  Brigade. 


Report  of  Commander  Preble,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  embarkation  of  the  naval  brigade 

at  Tulifinny. 

U.  S.  Ship  New  Hampshire, 

Port  Royal ,  December  29,  1864- 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  yesterday  morning  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Geranium  reported  to  me  at  the  headquar¬ 
ters  of  the  naval  brigade  at  Deveaux’s  Neck  and  showed  me  his  orders 
to  transport  the  brigade  to  the  New  Hampshire. 

I  immediately  communicated  the  fact  to  Brigadier- General  Potter, 
commanding,  in  the  absence  of  General  Hatch,  and  with  his  consent 
embarked  the  brigade  on  board  the  Geranium  and  Daffodil,  with  the 
exception  of  two  howitzers  and  57  men,  under  command  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Hay  ward,  left  at  the  front  by  General  Potter’s  request.  Orders 
have  since  been  sent  for  the  withdrawal  of  this  force.  The  remainder 
of  ^the  command  reached  Port  Royal  about  lip.  m.,  but,  owing  to  the 
gaie_,  no  transfers  were  made  until  this  morning.  This  morning  the 
marines  have  been  landed  at  Bay  Point,  and  the  sailors  transferred  to 
their  own  ships,  if  in  the  harbor;  if  not,  to  this  ship  to  await  transfer, 
agreeably  to  your  order  of  the  26th,  received  this  morning.  I  expect 
to  leave  this  afternoon  in  the  Geranium,  with  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  St.  Louis  for  North  Edisto. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Henry  Preble, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding  Naval  Brigade. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  regard 
ing  withdrawal  of  naval  brigade  from  Tulifinny. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Off  Charleston ,  December  30 ,  186 lh 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  report  of  the  29th,  from  which  it  appears 
that  you  left  your  post  with  the  military  command  at  Deveaux’s  Neck 
before  receiving  any  orders  to  that  effect. 

If  I  am  correct  in  this  understanding  of  your  report,  then  I  entirely 
disapprove  of  your  having  done  so. 

The  orders  of  the  commander  of  the  Geranium,  were  merely  to  pro¬ 
ceed  and  receive  the  fleet  brigade.  This  constituted  no  ground  for 
your  action. 

The  men  and  guns  under  your  orders  tvere  attached  to  the  division 
of  the  Army  by  an  arrangement  between  General  Foster  and  myself 
and  could  be  properly  withdrawn  only  by  a  joint  understanding 
between  us. 

It  was  due  to  the  general  in  command  that  he  should  be  duly 
informed  of  the  intention,  and  even  exercise  a  discretion,  if,  in  his 
opinion,  it  was  necessary  to  retain  the  fleet  brigade. 

The  irregular  course  you  pursued  lays  me  under  the  unpleasant 
necessity  of  satisfying  the  general  that  the  proper  course  was  intended 
by  me. 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Corndg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Geo.  H.  Preble, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  St.  Routs,  North  Edisto. 


Report  of  Commander  Preble,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  announcing  bis  return  to  duty  in  tbe  squadron. 

U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  St.  Louis, 

North  Edito  River ,  South  Carolina,  December  30,  186 Ip. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  returned  to  and  resumed 
the  command  of  this  ship,  agreeably  to  orders  of  Commander  Reynolds. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Henry  Preble, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Potter,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
explaining  the  premature  withdrawal  of  the  naval  brigade. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Charleston  Roads,  S.  C.,  December  31,  186 Ip. 

General:  I  have  just  learned  from  Commander  G.  H.  Preble,  com¬ 
manding  fleet  brigade,  that  he  withdrew  it  from  your  command  before 
receiving  any  orders  from  me  to  that  effect. 

For  this  reason  you  were  not  made  acquainted  with  the  purport  of 
that  order. 
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The  portion  relating  to  the  withdrawal  ran  as  follows: 

On  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  prepare  to  return  with  the  fleet  brigade  to  the  squad¬ 
ron  This  is,  I  believe,  the  understanding  with  General  Foster,  and  I  presume  has 
been  made  known  to  General  Hatch.  You  will,  of  course,  see  the  general  on  the 
subject  and  ascertain  if  this  is  the  case;  if  not,  you  will  not  leave  until  you  hear 
from  me  further,  or  General  Hatch  consents. 


You  will  perceive  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  brigade  was  contingent 
on  your  own  consent,  supposing  that  you  had  been  so  authorized  by 
General  Foster,  and  that  I  never  designed  to  give  any  authority  to 
Commander  Preble  to  withdraw  otherwise,  because,  to  my.  mind,  this 
would  have  been  a  violation  of  all  military  and  naval  propriety. 

I  have  signified  to  Commander  Preble  my  disapproval  of  his  course, 
and  that  he  acted  without  any  authority  in  leaving  your  command 
before  receiving  my  directions  in  the  matter,  which,  with  the  extract 
of  my  order  above  given,  will  no  doubt  satisfy  you  that  the  irregular 
proceeding  referred  to  was  not  authorized  or  intended  by  me. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Brigadier-General  E.  E.  Potter, 

Commanding  Division ,  etc.,  Near  Coosawhatchie. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  list  of  casualties  in  the  naval 

brigade. 

No.  1.]  Elag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  January  1 ,  1865. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  casualties  occurring  in  the  fleet 
brigade  whilst  engaged  in  recent  operations. 

The  list  is  not  yet  completed,  and  more  recent  information  will  be 
transmitted  when  received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosures.! 

Jjist  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  fleet  brigade,  November  SO,  1864,  in  action  at  Boyd’s 

‘  Neck,  S.  C. 

Killed. — Philip  Knapp,  first  sergeant,  Company  B,  marines,  Mingoe. 
Wounded. — James  Walker,  private,  Company  A,  marines,  Pawnee , 
in  neck,  mortally;  Philip  Clancy,  second  sergeant,  Company  B,  marines, 
Pontiac ,  in  ankle;  Patrick  Neillv,  private,  Company  A,  marines, 
Sonoma,  in  finger;  William  Wilson,  private,  Company  B,  marines, 
Mingoe ,  in  finger;  Michael  Malloney,  private,  Company  A,  marines, 
Canandaigua ,  in  head;  John  Young,  corporal,  Company  B,  marines, 
Canandaigua ,  in  thigh;  James  O’Neill,  ordinary  seaman,  gun  No.  1, 
artillery,  Camelia,  in  head. 

Missing. — Robert  Joyce,  private,  Company  B,  marines,  Afingoe; 
G.  C.  Drake,  private.  Company  C,  infantry,  Saratoga. 

Sick,  failed  to  go. — Patrick  Kiernan,  St.  Louis /  G.  C.  Lincoln, 
Bay  Point;  Thomas  Kiernan,  Bay  Point;  H,  Chew,  Geranium. 
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In  action  at  Tulifinny  Crossroad s,  December  6,  1864- 

Wounded . — Edward  Birch,  ordinary  seaman,  Company  B,  infantry, 
Sonoma ,  in  left  ankle;  Patrick  Gleason,  landsman,  Company  B,  infan¬ 
try,  Sonoma ,  in  right  foot;  Patrick  Hayes,  landsman,  Company  C, 
infantry,  Saratoga,  left  wrist;  James  Northrop,  landsman,  Company 

A,  infantry,  Memphis,  left  arm;  Michael  Lynch,  landsman,  Company 

B,  infantry,  Sonoma,  left  arm;  Thomas  Mallon,  private,  Company  B, 
marines,  Saratoga ,  left  breast,  on  duty;  George  Groth,  ordinary  sea¬ 
man,  Company  B,  infantry,  St.  Louis,  right  shoulder;  Thomas  McDon¬ 
ald,  ordinary  seaman,  Company  C,  infantry,  Saratoga,  left  breast; 
Charles  Hanan,  landsman,  Company  C,  infantry,  Saratoga,  left  side; 
Mortimer  Tower,  landsman,  Company  C,  infantry,  Saratoga,  left 
shoulder;  Charles  Wilson,  ordinary  seaman,  Company  D,  infantry, 
Geranium. ,  right  foot;  Robert  Wilson.  Company  B,  infantry,  St.  Louis , 
right  arm;  Horace  Thompson,  seaman,  Company  D,  infantry,  New 
Hampshire,  left  arm. 

In  action  at  Tulifinny  Crossroads,  December  7,  1864. 

Wounded. — Edgar  Keinmerer,  fourth  sergeant,  Company  C,  marines, 
Pontiac,  left  side. 

Missing. — Charles  Brandt,  private,  Company  C,  marines,  Sonoma. 

In  action  at  Tulifinny  Crossroads,  December  9,  1864- 

Killed. — Warren  Boynton,  Company  C,  infantry,  Saratoga. 
Wounded. — Christopher  Lutz,  sergeant,  acting  first  lieutenant,  Com¬ 
pany  B,  marines,  New  Hampshire  (mortally),  left  on  the  field;  Robert 
Kellon,  private,  Company  B,  marines,  New  Hampshire,  left  lung; 
Thomas  Quinn,  private,  Company  B,  marines,  New  Hampshire,  thigh’, 
P.  AY.  Flood,  private,  marines,  Donegal ,  left  thumb;  James  Gorman, 
private,  Company  A,  marines,  James  Adger,  abdomen;  William  Gor¬ 
don,  private,  Company  B,  marines,  Pontiac,  left  forefinger  (accidental); 
R.  C.  Bates,  second  sergeant,  Company  A,  marines,  St.  Louis,  arm; 
William  McMurray,  corporal,  Company  C,  marines,  Flag,  left  hand; 
James  Flynn,  private,  Company  B,  infantry,  Sonoma,  left,  shoulder; 
William  Boole,  landsman,  Company  A,  infantry,  Memphis,  right 
breast  (mortally);  Peter  Wilson,  private,  Company  C,  infantry,  Sara¬ 
toga,  left  arm;  Henry  Smith,  seaman,  Company  C,  infantry,  Saratoga, 
head  (slightly);  William  Edmonds,  private,  Company  C,  infantry, 
Saratoga,  left  forearm;  John  Anderson,  private,  Company  C,  infantry, 
Saratoga ,  contusion  (spent  ball);  Joseph  Wallace,  ordinary  seaman. 
Company  C,  infantry,  Saratoga,  left  hand;  George  Gallagher,  private, 
Company  D,  infantry,  Camelia,  scalp;  James  Carner,  private,  Com¬ 
pany  D, infantry,  Saratoga,  head  (slight);  Bernard  Quinn,  landsman, 
first  sergeant,  Company  A,  infantry ,  Memphis,  contusion  right  foot; 
Denby  Smith,  private,  Company  C,  infantry,  Saratoga,  head  (slight). 

Reported  missing,  December  10  ( supposed  to  be  drowned). 

John  Keating,  private,  Cimarron ;  Bernard  Dyer,  private,  Com¬ 
pany  C,  marines,  St.  Louis /  Manuel  de  Jesus,  private,  Company  C, 
marines,  St.  Louis. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Preble,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  furnish 
a  combined  and  condensed  report  of  operations. 

Flag- Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Savannah  River ,  January  2,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will,  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  forward  to  me  a  report, 
combining-  and  condensing  the  matter  of  all  previous  reports,  of  the 
operation  of  the  naval  brigade  lately  under  your  command. 

.Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron . 

Commander  Geo.  H.  Preble, 

U.  S.  Ship  St.  Louis ,  North  JEdisto  River. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Wiltse,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  main¬ 
tain  the  organization  used  by  naval  brigade. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Savannah  River ,  South  Carolina ,  January  3,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  make  a  return  of  the  men  who  left  the  naval  battery 
on  Morris  Island  and  of  those  who  returned,  together  with  the  dispo¬ 
sition  made  of  those  who  did  not  return. 

You  will  retain  the  organization  used  by  the  fleet  brigade  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  drill  the  men  to  the  howitzers  as  before,  when  they  are  not 
necessarily  occupied  with  the  heavy  guns,  and  send  me  a  list  of  the 
force  now  present  at  the  battery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient,  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  G.  C.  Wiltse, 

Naval  Battery ,  Morris  Island. 


Explanatory  report  of  Commander  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  matter  of  the  with¬ 
drawal  of  the  naval  brigade  from  Tulifinny. 


U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  St.  Louis, 

North  Edisto  River ,  South  Carolina ,  January  5 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  30th  ultimo,  and  regret  that  you  see  occasion  to  disapprove  of  my 
too  prompt  obedience  of  your  orders.  The  Geranium,  brought  me 
orders,  addressed  to  her  captain,  to  transport  the  brigade  to  the  New 
Hampshire ,  with  further  orders  to  report  to  you  at  Savannah  or  else¬ 
where  on  completing  that  duty.  I  thought  it  an  informal  way  of  con¬ 
veying  an  order  to  me,  but,  with  your  squadron  order  of  August  8, 
1863,  repeated  June  18, 186-4  (No.  40),  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy, 
I  felt  bound  to  remove  the  brigade  as  directed: 

It  is  hereby  directed  that  any  officer  who  may  be  concerned  in  the  execution  of  an 
order  will  act  upon  any  writing  bearing  my  signature,  addressed  to  another  officer, 
precisely  as  if  it  had  been  addressed  to  himself,  and  will  report  to  me  his  performance 
of  the  part  that  came  within  his  power. 
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I  could  not  know  what  importance  might  attach  to  the  Geranium 
being  detained  from  carrying  out  your  further  instructions. 

Before  removing  the  brigade,  however,  1  advised  with  arid  obtained 
the  consent  of  Brigadier-General  Potter,  in  the  absence  of  General 
Hatch,  the  commanding  general,  to  its  removal,  leaving,  at  his  request 
and  for  want  of  sufficient  transportation,  two  of  the  howitzers  and  their 
crews,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Hayward. 

It  was  not  until  I  had  been  on  board  the  New  Hampshire  twelve 
hours  that  I  received  the  orders  addressed  to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Henry  Preble, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Daiilgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Detailed  report  of  Lieutenant  Stoddard,  TJ.  S.  Marine  Corps,  regarding  the  operations  of 

the  battalion  under  his  command. 

U.  S.  Ship  New  Hampshire, 

Port  Royal ,  S.  C. ,  January  5 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  give  you  herewith  a  description  of  the  doings  of  a  battalion 
of  marines  of  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  have  the  command  for 
the  past  six  weeks.  On  the  25th  of  November  I  received  an  order 
from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  to  assume  command  of  a  battalion  of 
marines,  composed  of  the  guards  of  the  ships  in  this  squadron,  to  be 
assembled  at  Bay  Point  on  the  26th.  The  battalion  was  composed  as 
follows:  St.  Louis,  19;  Pawnee ,  20;  Canandaigua,  17;  Flag ,  12; 
New  Hampshire,  29;  Sonoma,  11;  Mingoe ,  14;  Pontiac,  13;  Saratoga, 
11;  and  James  Adger,  11;  total,  157;  reinforced  December  8  by 
guards  of  Cimarron,  11;  Donegal ,  14;  total,  182. 

Acting  Ensign  Woodward  Carter,  of  the  New  Hampshire,  was 
ordered  to  assist  me  as  acting  major,  and  Admiral’s  Clerk  J.  R. 
Stanley  as  acting  adjutant.  1  divided  the  men  into  three  companies 
and  officered  them  as  follows: 

Company  A. — Captain,  Sergeant  Thomas  A.  Buckley,  Canandaigua; 
first  lieutenant,  Sergeant  William  Porter,  St.  Louis;  first  sergeant, 
Sergeant  Charles  O.  Sullivan,  Pawnee. 

Company  B. — Captain,  Sergeant  C.  Stewart,  Pontiac;  first  lieuten¬ 
ant,  Sergeant  C.  Lutz  (wounded  and  missing  December  9),  New  Hamp¬ 
shire;  first  lieutenant,  Sergeant  Gallagher,  Donegal;  first  sergeant, 
Sergeant  Philip  Knapp,  Mingoe  (killed  at  Honey  Hill,  November  30); 
first  sergeant,  Sergeant  Henry  Albert,  Mingoe. 

Company  G. — Captain,  Sergeant  William  P.  Smith,  St.  Louis;  first 
lieutenant,  Sergeant  William  Cogley,  Pawnee ;  second  lieutenant, 
Sergeant  Robert  McClure,  Cimarron;  first  sergeant,  Sergeant  James 
Doddrill,  New  Hampshire. 

Noncommissioned  staff . — Aid,  Sergeant  C.  L.  Boren,  James  Adger; 
sergeant-major,  Sergeant  John  Crowley,  Sonoma;  commissary-ser¬ 
geant,  Corporal  H.  Hanley,  New  Hampshire;  quartermaster-sergeant, 
Sergeant  J.  Cogley,  Canandaigua;  color-sergeant,  Corporal  Philip  J. 
Smith,  Cimarron. 

The  battalion  was  a  part  of  a  naval  brigade  composed  of  eight  how¬ 
itzers  and  crews,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Matthews; 
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four  companies  of  sailor  infantry,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  O  Kane; 
and  the  marines,  the  brigade  commanded  by  Commander  George  11. 
Preble,  of  the  St.  Louis.'  The  guards  did  not  all  land  until  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  27th;  the  28th  was  taken  up  by  organizing  and  drilling  the 
skirmishers.  At  dark  we  embarked  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Sonoma , 
and  at  daylight  were  at  Boyd’s  Neck,  Broad  River.  1  he  battalion 
landed  in  boats,  and  I  deployed  company  A  as  skirmishers  to  cover 
the  landing  of  the  howitzers.  About  7.30  a.  m.  commenced  to 
advance,  companies  A  and  B  deployed  each  side  of  the  road,  C  in 
reserve,  howitzers  and  sailors  in  the  rear.  Advanced  some  6  miles, 
driving  in  the  pickets  with  some  firing;  found  we  were  on  the  wrong 
road  and  fell  back  at  dark  to  a  crossroads  about  3  miles  from  the 
landing;  here  the  army  came  up  under  command  of  Brigadier-Gen¬ 
eral  Hatch.  The  morning  of  the  30th  we  took  position  on  the  left 
of  the  naval  battery,  advancing  some  5  or  6  miles.  The  battle  of 
Honey  Hill  commenced  about  10  a.  m.  About  noon  the  word  was 
passed  for  the  marines  to  advance.  General  Hatch  ordered  me  to 
take  position  on  the  right  of  the  advance  line,  relieving  the  One 
hundred  and  forty-fourth  New  York.  This  we  did,  advancing  nearly 
a  mile  through  the  woods  and  swamps  and  coming  into  line  on  the 
double-quick  under  a  heavy  fire  of  canister.  We  immediately  opened 
fire  on  the  enemy  and  continued  it  until  about  3  p.  m.,  when  the  whole 
left  of  the  line  having  fallen  back,  and  being  unsupported,  we  were 
obliged  to  follow  their  example.  We  then  took  up  a  position  on  the 
right,  on  a  crossroads  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  the  first 
position,  opened  fire  on  the  pursuing  enemy,  and  drove  him  back. 
This  position  we  held  till  about  6  p.  m.,  when,  in  obedience  to  orders, 
we  marched  to  the  rear  and  took  up  our  original  position  on  the  left 
of  the  battery;  during  the  night  we  returned  to  the  crossroads,  where 
we  had  spent  the  previous  night,  and  covered  the  movements  of  the 
army.  The  next  morning,  December  1,  we  occupied  a  hill  half  a 
mile  to  the  left  of  the  crossroads,  and  during  the  next  two  days  were 
busy  throwing  up  fieldworks  and  doing  picket  duty.  The  3d,  ith,  and 
5th  were  spent  in  camp  duty  and  drill.  Soon  after  dark  on  the  5th 
I  received  orders  from  the  admiral  to  form  my  battalion  and  proceed 
on  board  the  flag-steamer  Philadelphia  for  an  expedition  up  the  Tuli- 
finny  River.  Embarked  about  midnight;  orders  to  land  the  next 
morning,  cover  the  landing  of  the  artillery,  and  advance  on  the  enemy. 
Owing,  however,  to  our  boats  going  ashore,  the  army  landed  first. 
The  battle  opened  about  9  a.  m.  W e  advanced  on  the  right  of  the 
naval  battei  y  and  came  under  fire  about  11  a.  m.;  deployed  the  whole 
battalion  as  skirmishers  on  the  right  and  advanced  into  the  woods 
beyond  Tulifinny  Cross  Roads,  driving  the  enemy  before  us.  After¬ 
wards  moved  across  the  front  of  the  line  and  took  position  on  the 
extreme  left,  where  the  enemy  were  pressing  us;  held  the  ground 
under  a  heavy  fire  until  dark,  then  left  Company  C  on  picket  under 
Acting  Major  Carter,  and  the  balance  moved  to  the  center,  where  we 
remained  during  the  night,  supporting  an  army  battery.  At  daylight 
the  7th  the  enemy  attacked  in  force,  first  on  the  center,  then  on  the 
i  lght  and  left  at  once..  A  body  of  colored  troops  on  the  left  gave  way 
and  Company  C  was  in  great  danger  of  being  captured,  but  Major 
Carter  finally  brought  them  off  in  good  order,  with  the  loss  of  but  one 
man  About  noon  the  fighting  having  ceased,  the  naval  brigade 
moved  to  the  left  and  rear,  taking  up  a  position  at  Talbert’s  [Talbird’s] 
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house,  protecting-  the  left  flank.  Here  at  dark  the  men  received  some 
bean  soup  sent  from  [the]  Mingoe ,  the  first  food  they  had  received  for 
thirty-six  hours.  We  had  hot  coffee  on  the  Philadelphia  at  daybreak  on 
the  6th  and  nothing  from  that  time  until  this  soup  arrived;  besides,  the 
men  were  ordered  to  leave  their  coats  and  blankets  behind  under  a 
guard  and  had  slept  all  night  on  the  field  of  battle  in  a  heavy  rain 
without  any  cover.  Certainly  the  men  deserve  a  great  deal  of  praise 
for  their  good  conduct  under  such  hardships.  At  10  p.  m.  sent  Com¬ 
pany  A  out  on  picket  at  midnight;  Companies  B  and  C  turned  out  and 
worked  throwing  up  rifle  pits  until  morning.  The  8th  was  spent  in 
working  on  the  fortifications.  At  daybreak  on  the  9th  the  battalion 
was  formed  and  moved  to  the  front  on  the  extreme  right.  Here 
deployed  as  skirmishers  and  waited  for  the  battle  to  commence.  At 
9  o’clock  a.  m.,  the  artillery  opened  a  heavy  fire  along  the  whole  line; 
this  continued  fifteen  minutes  and  then  the  skirmish  line  of  600  ad¬ 
vanced,  supported  by  a  reserve  of  1,000.  The  marines  had  the  right 
of  the  line.  We  soon  met  the  enemy’s  pickets  and  drove  them  before 
us  for  some  half  a  mile,  through  a  dense  swamp  from  knee  to  waist 
deep.  It  was  so  thick  that  you  could  not  see  a  man  three  or  four  paces 
from  you.  The  marines  advanced  to  within  50  yards  of  the  rebel 
works  under  a  heavy  fire  of  canister,  when  the  regiment  on  their  left 
was  ordered  to  fall  back  (One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  New  York 
Volunteers).  This  order  was  not  passed  to  us  and  I  was  preparing 
to  charge  when  the  rebels  advanced  in  force  after  the  retiring  line, 
doubling  up  our  left,  and  I  found  myself  unsupported  and  nearly  cut 
off.  1  faced  my  men  about,  but  having  no  means  of  telling  the  proper 
direction  kept  too  much  to  the  right  (now  our  left)  and  struck  the 
Tulifinny  River.  This  turned  out  to  be  fortunate,  as  the  enemy  had 
pursued  our  left  to  and  through  the  river,  taking  several  prisoner^. 
We  kept  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  by  the  time  we  had  arrived  at  that 
spot  the  rebels  had  retired  a  short  distance  and  we  were  enabled  to 
pass  before  they  turned  on  us.  After  this  we  returned  to  the  cross¬ 
roads,  from  which  we  started  in  the  morning,  and  then,  by  orders 
from  General  Potter,  took  up  a  new  position  on  the  left  of  the  line  of 
battle.  About  3  p.  m.,  the  object  of  the  expedition  having  been 
accomplished  (cutting  a  road  through  the  woods  so  as  to  see  the  rail¬ 
road),  the  line  commenced  to  withdraw.  While  this  was  being  done 
the  enemy  attacked  along  the-whole  line  with  superior  numbers.  Our 
line  was  immediately  reformed  and  the  enemy  repulsed,  but  only  for 
a  time;  charge  after  charge  was  made,  up  almost  to  our  line,  but 
every  time  they  were  driven  back  with  heavy  loss;  at  sundown  they 
withdrew  and  about  7  p.  m.  we  returned  to  our  camps.  After  this  we 
had  no  serious  fighting,  though  the  battalion  went  out  through  the 
swamp  on  our  left  with  the  naval  battery  several  times  to  shell  the 
railroad,  the  balance  of  the  time  being  taken  up  with  camp  duties  and 
drill.  December  27  we  received  orders  to  return;  embarked  at  sunset 
and  landed  at  Bay  Point  at  7  a.  m.,  the  28th.  To-day  the  battalion 
has  been  broken"  up  and  most  of  the  guards  have  returned  to  their 
ships.  We  have  lost  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  23,  a  list  of 
whom  I  send  herewith.  The  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates 
have  all  behaved  in  a  most  gallant  manner  and  I  am  sure  that  by  their 
bravery  they  have  added  both  with  the  Navy  and  Army  to  the  high 
reputation  the  Corps  already  enjoys.  In  closing,  I  must  express  my 
thanks  for  the  able  assistance  I  received  from  Messrs.  Carter  and 
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Stanley.  I  could  not  have  done  without  them,  for,  although  sergeants 
make  good  acting  officers,  still,  in  action,  they  do  not  feel  the  respon¬ 
sibility;  neither  do  they  have  that  moral  effect  on  the  men  that  a  com¬ 
missioned  officer  docs.  In  this  connection,  please  allow  me  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  fact  that  with  200  marines  in  this  squadron 
there  is  but  one  officer.  If  you  should  send,  any  officei's,  you  will  con¬ 
fer  a  great  favor  on  me  by  sending  my  juniors.  I  have  commanded 
the  battalion  in  this  expedition  in  a  manner  most  satisfactory  to  the 
admiral  and  as  there  will  probably  be  others  during  the  spring,  I 
should  like  to  continue  the  senior  officer. 

Please  remember  me  to  your  family,  and  believe  me, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  G.  Stoddard, 

U.  S.  Marines. 

Col.  J.  Zeilin, 

Commandant  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

Killed,  wounded ,  and  missing,  Honey  Hill,  S.  C. ,  November  30. 

Killed. — Orderly  Sergeant  Philip  Knapp,  Mingoe. 

Wounded. — Corporal  Philip  Clancy,  Pontiac ,  leg;  Corporal  J.  W. 
Young,  Canandaigua,  thigh,  serious;  Private  Michael  Neilly,  Sonoma ; 
Private  Michael  Malloney,  Canandaigua;  Private  William  H.  Wilson, 
Mingoe,  since  dead;  Private  James  Walker,  Pawnee ,  jaw;  Private 
Thomas  Joy,  Mingoe,  missing,  reported  dead  by  deserters. 

Tulifinny  Crossroads,  December  6. 

Wounded. — Private  Thomas  Mallon,  Mingoe. 

Tulifinny  Crossroads,  December  7. 

Wounded. — Corporal  E.  Kemmerer,  Pontiac ,  shoulder. 

Tulifinny  Crossroads,  December  8. 

Wounded. — Private  William  Gordon,  Pontiac ,  finger. 

Tulifinny  Crossroads,  December  9. 

Wounded. — Sergeant  C.  Lutz,  New  Hampshire,  leg-,  missing;  Cor¬ 
poral  Robert  C.  Bates,  St.  Louis,  arm;  Corporal  William  McMurray, 
Plug;  Private  James  Gorman,  James  Adger,  side;  Private  Robert 
Kellon,  New  Hampshire ,  since  dead;  Private  Thomas  Quinn,  New 
Hampshire;  Private  P.  Flood,  Donegal,  hand;  Private  ,1.  Brubaker. 
Canandaigua ,  chest. 

Missing.  Private  J.  Keating,  Cimarron ;  Private  M.  de  Jesus,  St. 
Louis;  Private  B.  Dyer,  St.  Louis. 

Tulifinny  Crossroads,  December  26. 

Wounded.  Orderly  Sergeant  T.  P.  Doane,  Flag,  accident. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 
requesting  additional  means  of  transportation  for  the  military  force  under  Brigadier- 
General  Hatch,  U.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head ,  S.  C.,  January  9,  1865. 
Admiral:  1  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  one  or 
two  armed  tugs,  in  addition  to  the  gunboat,  at  Tulitinny  Landing,  to 
cover  the  embarkation  of  General  Hatch’s  force.  This  embarkation 
will  take  place  between  two  and  five  days  from  this  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  Foster, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Foster,  U.  S.  Army, 
regarding  means  for  covering  the  embarkation  of  Brigadier-General  Hatch’s  forces. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  January  9 ,  1865. 
General:  Conformably  to  your  request,  the  Dai  Ching  has  been 
ordered  to  assist  the  Mingoe  and  Dandelion  in  covering  the  embarka¬ 
tion  of  General  Hatch’s  forces. 

I  wish  that  I  were  able  to  send  you  the  tugs,  but  between  increased 
demands  and  need  of  repair  I  am  often  puzzled  to  find  one  for  any 
unexecuted  service. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Major-General  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  South ,  Headquarters,  Ililton  Head. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Chaplin,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Dai  Ching,  to  cover  the  embarkation  of  troops. 

Flagship, 

Port  Royal ,  S.  C. ,  January  9 ,  1865. 

Sir:  1  have  been  requested  by  General  Foster  to  send  one  or  two 
vessels  to  Tulitinny  Landing  to  cover  the  embarkation  of  General 
Hatch’s  force. 

This  embarkation  will  take  place  in  from  two  to  five  days. 

You  will,  therefore,  proceed  up  Broad  River  and  report  to  Com¬ 
mander  Creighton,  of  the  Mingoe,  to  assist  him  in  the  above  duty. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  C.  Chaplin, 

Commanding  Dai  Cluing. 
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General  report  of  Commander  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  brigade. 


U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  St.  Louis, 
North  Edisto  River ,  January  10 ,  1865. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  2d  instant,  1  submit  the 
following-  report  of  the  operations  of  the  fleet  brigade  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  from  November  26  until  it  was  disbanded  on  the  29th  December 
at  Port  Royal. 

Agreeably  to  your  orders  I  reported  to  you  for  special  service  at  Port 
Royal  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  November,  and  the  next  morning  at 
7  a.  m.  received  command  of  the  forces  assembling  at  Bay  Point,  for 
an  expedition,  said  forces  consisting  of  a  battalion  of  naval  artillery 
under  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  O.  Matthews,  a  battalion 
of  sailor  infantry,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  James  O’Kane,  and 
a  battalion  of  marines  under  command  of  First  Lieutenant  G.  G. 


Stoddard,  United  States  Marine  Corps,  in  all,  30  officers  and  463  men, 
with  eight  12-pounder  howitzers  (two  rifled.) 

The  27th  (Sunday)  I  was  occupied  in  organizing  and  exercising  this 
force. 

The  28th  in  exercise  under  your  inspection. 

In  the  evening  the  brigade  was  embarked  on  board  the  Pontiac , 
Sonoma ,  and  Mingoe ,  the  artillery  in  launches  in  tow  of  the  steamers. 

At  4: 30  a.  m.,  the  29th,  all  the  vessels  of  the  expedition  got  under¬ 
way  and  proceeded  up  the  Broad  River  under  cover  of  a  dense  fog. 
At  8:30  a.  m. ,  the  brigade  landed  at  Boyd’s  Landing,  and  was  immedi¬ 
ately  pushed  forward  on  the  road  in  advance  of  the  military  forces, 
about  2  miles. 

The  artillery  was  advanced  up  the  road,  with  the  battalion  of  marines 
and  sailor  infantry  deployed  to  the  right  and  left,  and  in  advance  as 
skirmishers. 


Before  landing,  Major-General  Foster  not  having  arrived,  1  reported 
myself  and  command  to  Brigadier-General  J.  P.  Hatch,  the  military 
commander  of  the  expedition,  and  was  directed  by  him  to  halt  at  the 
crossroads  and  wait  the  arrival  of  the  army  forces.  Without  a  guide 
or  map  of  the  country,  and  not  sure  that  we  had  halted  at  the  right 
place,  the  road  not  continuing  in  front  as  was  expected,  accompanied 
by  my  adjutant,  Lieutenant- Commander  Crosman,  and  15  men,  I 
leconnoitei  ed  the  right-hand  fork  for  2  or  more  miles,  and  saw  several 
of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  and  infantry  pickets  watching’  our  movements, 
out  skirmishers  exchanging  shots  with  them. 

On  my  return  to  the  command  I  advanced  it  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  to  another  road  crossing,  which  seemed  better  to  answer  the 
description  of  that  1  was  directed  to  halt  at.  A  regiment  of  colored 
troops  came  up  and  camped  with  us  at  this  halting  place.  We  had  got 
our  artillery  in  a  defensive  position  and  were  intrenching  our  new 
camp  when  Brigadier-General  F.  E.  Potter  rode  up,  leading  the  main 
aimy  force,  lie  decided  that  the  roads  were  wrongly  laid  down  on 
the  maps  and  that  neither  of  our  halting  places  could  be  the  right  one, 
l'"  I  "JLlI)t  |f.  af°thei',  the  right,  crossing  somewhere  on  the  left- 
lV  “  m  diction,  therefore,  our  tired  and  hungry  battal- 

ions  which  had  been  dragging  at  the  artillery  or  skirmishing  through 
e  swamps  and  woods  all  day,  were  again  marched  to  the  left,  and‘at 
11  p.  m.  camped  for  the  night  at  the  first  forks.  General  Potter  con¬ 
tinued  on  with  his  force,  took  the  wrong  road  for  6  miles,  and  finally 
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camped  at  the  crossing  near  the  church,  afterwards  used  as  a  hospital 
for  the  wounded. 

At  7  a.  m.,  the  doth,  the  brigade  was  again  in  motion,  and  at  8  a.  m. 
joined  the  army  at  the  church,  where  Brigadier-General  Hatch  had 
established  his  headquarters.  I  have  again  reported  to  him,  and  halted 
the  brigade,  by  his  order,  on  the  left  of  the  column. 

While  coming  up  the  road  I  received  an  order  to  send  back  1113^  two 
lightest  howitzers  to  the  forks  we  had  left,  and  immediately  dispatched 
them  under  command  of  Acting  Ensign  Edgren.  His  arrival  with 
those  pieces  was  timely,  for  lie  was  immediately  attacked  b}T  the  enemy’s 
sharpshooters  and  skirmishers,  when  a  few  discharges  of  canister 
caused  to  ciy  out,  “cover”  and  “retreat.”  During  the  afternoon  he 
accompanied,  with  his  guns,  a  regiment  sent  up  the  road  to  the  right 
on  a  reconnoissance,  which  resulted  in  discovering  a  battery  of  the 
eneny  in  position  to  defend  it. 

At  8:15  a.  m.  the  army  moved  on  up  the  Grahamville  road  leading 
to  the  right  of  the  church,  and  at  8:30  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  tire 
upon  the  head  of  one  column  from  a  movable  piece  of  rifled  artillery 
placed  in  the  road.  This  was  replied  to  by  one  12-pounder  Napoleon; 
a  skirmish  tire  of  musketry  ensued,  and  the  enemy  was  driven  back, 
tiring  as  he  retreated.  As  the  head  of  our  column  reached  the  turn  of 
the  roads  at  Honey  Hill,  it  was  opened  on  by  a  battery  placed  in  posi¬ 
tion  behind  a  strong  earthwork.  A  sharp  and  stubbornly  contested 
tight  ensued,  which  lasted  until  sundown,  when,  as  it  was  found  impos¬ 
sible  to  drive  the  enemy  from  his  position,  our  troops  were  withdrawn 
in  good  order.  Our  total  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  amounted, 
as  officially  reported,  to  710. 

By  direction  of  Brigadier-General  Hatch,  my  brigade  brought  up 
the  rear  of  the  column  on  the  march,  and  was  mostly  in  reserve  at  the 
commencement  of  the  action.  At  meridian,  however,  the  marine  bat¬ 
talion  was  ordered  into  the  line  of  battle  on  the  right,  in  the  rear  of 
the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  was  continued  in  line  and  under 
tire  until  called  out  by  orders  from  the  general.  At  6  p.  m.  my  acting 
adjutant,  Lieutenant-Commander  Crosman,  accompanied  the  battalion 
into  line  as  a  volunteer,  and  remained  with  it  through  the  day.  At 
3:30  p.  m.  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  O.  Matthews  was  ordered  to 
bring  up  two  of  his  heavy  howitzers  to  the  front  and  relieve  a  section 
of  New  York  artiller}^,  whose  guns  were  heated  and  ammunition  nearly 
exhausted.  At  3:40  he  opened  tire  from  these  guns,  and  continued  to 
keep  up  a  slow  fire,  as  ordered,  until  6:30  p.  111.,  when  he  tired  the  last 
gun  at  the  enemy  and  covered  our  retiring  column  until  relieved  by  a 
section  of  horse  artillery  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ames. 

The  battalion  of  sailor  infantry,  under  Lieutenant  O’Kane,  much  to 
his  regret,  was  not  called  to  the  front.  Two  companies  did  good  serv¬ 
ice,  however,  on  the  march  at  the  drag  ropes  of  the  artillery,  and  the 
remainder  of  his  command  assisted  under  orders  in  turning  back  strag¬ 
glers  to  the  front. 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  W.  J.  Bowdle,  senior  medical  officer  of 
the  brigade,  with  Acting  Assistant  Surgeons  E.  M.  Corson  and  H.  L. 
Gibbs,  rendered  efficient  service  in  the  rear,  and  as  our  own  casualties 
were  light  they  were  able  to  aid  their  overtasked  brethren  of  the  army; 
our  medical  stores  were  also  expended  for  the  army,  their  own  not  being 
at  hand. 

The  casualties  of  the  brigade  were  1  killed  and  9  wounded. 
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There  was  no  opportunity  in  this  action  for  a  display  of  individual 
acts  of  bravery,  as  all  in  the  brigade,  both  men  and  officers,  performed 
their  duty,  lit  was  approvingly  marked  by  the  army  officers  that  there 
were  no  stragglers  from  it. 

During  the  night  following  the  battle  our  artillery  took  up,  by  order, 
a  defensive  position  at  the  forks  of  the  road,  supported  by  the  infantry 
of  the  brigade,  and  the  Thirty-fourth  and  Thirty-fifth  regiments  of 
colored  troops  ordered  to  report  to  me  for  that  purpose. 

The  next  morning,  December  1,  the  brigade  was  ordered  into  a 
position  on  the  Grahamville  road,  where  it  subsequently  intrenched 
and  remained  until  the  evening  of  the  5th,  when  it  was  withdrawn  by 
order  of  the  general  to  Boyd’s  Landing  and  embarked  under  your 
instructions  for  an  expedition  up  the  Tulifinny. 

While  in  this  intrenched  camp  the  enemy  remained  quiet  and  no  for¬ 
ward  movement  was  made.  Lieutenant  Hayward,  in  charge  of  one  of 
the  howitzers,  accompanied  a  regiment  on  a  reconnoissance  up  the  road, 
and  the  rifled  howitzers  on  one  or  two  occasions  tried  their  range  at  the 
church,  which,  on  being  abandoned  by  our  army,  was  occupied  by  the 
enemy. 

On  the  5th  of  December,  at  9  p.  m.,  I  received  orders  from  General 
Hatch  to  withdraw  the  brigade  from  its  intrenchments  on  Boyd’s  Neck, 
and  proceeded  to  Boyd’s  Landing,  where  it  was  embarked  under  your 
instructions,  with  the  exception  of  two  rifled  howitzers  on  board  of 
steamers,  and  at  daylight  the  following  morning  proceeded  up  the 
Tulifinny  River  and  was  disembarked  at  Gregory’s  Landings. 

A  portion  of  Lieutenant  O’Kane’s  infantry  battalion  was  put  on  shore 
at  Greenwood,  the  upper  landing,  with  the  army  forces  under  Brigadier- 
General  E.  E.  Potter,  landing  at  that  point,  and  advanced  with  them. 
The  remainder  of  the  infantry,  the  marines,  and  the  artillery  were 
disembarked  under  the  direction  of  Fleet  Captain  Bradford  at  the 
lower  landing,  where  the  ground  proved  marshy  and  the  guns  had  to 
be  dragged  through  the  swamp  with  great  labor,  which  was  the  occa¬ 
sion  of  some  delay.  I,  however,  hurried  the  forces  on,  and  as  we  pro¬ 
ceeded  heard  sharp  firing  in  front.  Inspirited  by  the  sound,  the  men 
hurried  up  the  pieces.  On  reaching  an  open  field  the  road  we  advanced 
on  was  raked  by  a  piece  of  artillery,  and  we  found  the  engagement 
still  going  on,  though  the  enemy  had  been  driven  from  the  field  by  the 
advance  force,  with  the  loss  of  a  battle  flag.  They  were  still  keeping 
up  a  rapid  fire  of  musketry  from  the  surrounding  woods  and  with  shot 
and  shell  from  a  battery  near  the  Coosawhatchie  on  the  left.  Our 
arrival  was  very  opportune;  the  army  had  advanced  without  horses  or 
artillery  and  was  already  short  of  ammunition.  Wheeling  the  howitzers 
into  position  in  the  field,  we  opened  a  fire  into  the  woods  on  the  left, 
winch  soon  silenced  the  enemy’s  musketry.  Planting  another  howitzer 
in  the  middle  of  the  crossroads  it  was  discharged  at  a  column  of  the 
enemy  which  quickly  disappeared.  The  Coosawhatchie  battery  replied 
troin  a  12-pounder  smoothbore  and  a  10-pounder  Brooke  rifle. 

the  sailor  infantry  under  Lieutenant  O’Kane  behaved  well.  Out 
of  110  engaged  in  action  he  had  15  wounded.  The  capture  of  the  rebel 
battle  flag,  belonging  to  the  Fifth  Georgia  Infantry,  was  disputed 
between  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  and  Fifty-sixth  New 
York  regiments,  and  assigned  to  the  latter,  though  there  is  scarcely  a 
doubt  the  standard  bearer  was  shot  by  one  or  more  of  Lieutenant 
O  Kane  s  command. 
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That  night  wo  camped  on  the  battlefield;  during  the  night  a  skir¬ 
mishing  fire  from  the  picket  line  drew  the  whole  force  out  under  arms. 
The  next  morning,  the  7th,  the  enemy  attacked  our  skirmish  line  from 
the  woods  in  front  and  to  the  right  of  our  line;  our  howitzers  firing 
to  the  right  prevented  his  getting  around  on  that  flank,  while  they 
assisted  the  musketry  in  front  to  disperse  them.  In  this  attack  the 
enemy  fired  a  few  shots  from  a  battery  on  the  right  that  had  not  before 
been  heard  from.  In  this  affair  we  had  2  wounded. 

After  the  enemy  had  been  repelled,  I  received  orders  to  move  the 
brigade  back  to  Talbird’s  house  [Deveaux’s  Neck]  and  intrench,  leaving 
two  howitzers  on  the  field  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Hayward.  During 
the  night  the  men  were  kept  at  work  intrenching  their  camp,  and  fin¬ 
ished  their  task  before  daylight.  The  8th  was  passed  in  inaction  and 
in  improving  and  strengthening  the  intrenchments. 

On  the  9th  a  forward  movement  was  ordered  by  the  commanding 
general,  in  which  the  brigade  participated.  At  daybreak  the  marine 
battalion  was  sent  to  the  front  intrenchments  under  command  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Stoddard,  to  report  to  Colonel  Silliman,  to  form  the  extreme 
right  of  a  line  of  skirmishers,  and  was  accompanied  by  my  acting  adju¬ 
tant.  Lieutenant-Commander  Crosman,  who  volunteered  for  the  service. 
At  the  same  hour  the  sailor  infantry,  under  Lieutenant  James  O’Kane, 
was  sent  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Potter,  to  form  on  the  extreme 
right  of  the  line  of  battle. 

Guns  Nos.  1,  3,  6,  and  8,  under  Lieutenant-Commander  Matthews, 
who  had  orders  to  report  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ames,  were  placed  in 
the  field  from  which  the  enemy  had  been  driven  on  the  5th,  in  position 
to  shell  the  woods  in  front,  previous  to  the  advance  of  our  troops,  and 
on  their  right  flank  after  they  had  entered  the  woods.  The  two  light 
howitzers  were  left  in  position  at  the  intrenchment  of  the  brigade  for 
the  protection  of  our  left  flank. 

To  myself  was  assigned  by  Brigadier-General  Hatch  the  command 
of  the  reserves,  consisting  of  the  Thirty-second,  Thirty-fourth,  and 
Thirty-fifth  U.  8.  Colored  Infantry.  The  forces  being  in  position,  at 
9  a.  m.  the  artillery,  in  all  ten  pieces,  army  and  navy,  opened  a  rapid 
fire  in  front  to  clear  the  woods,  which  was  continued  ten  minutes.  On 
its  ceasing,  the  skirmish  line,  commanded  by  Colonel  Silliman,  and 
consisting  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  and  One  hundred 
and  fifty -seventh  New  York,  and  our  marine  battalion,  in  all  about  450 
strong,  entered  the  woods  in  front,  and  was  followed  by  the  main  line 
of  battle,  consisting  of  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  and  Fifty-sixth 
New  York,  and  One  hundred  and  second  Colored  regiments  and  the 
sailor  infantry.  This  line  was  followed  by  and  designed  to  protect 
the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio,  with  axes,  who  had  orders  to  cut  a  road  100 
feet  wide  through  the  woods  to  open  the  railroad  to  the  fire  of  our 
batteries  on  the  right. 

As  the  troops  advanced  all  our  artillery  commenced  and  continued 
to  shell  on  the  right  and  left  flanks  and  kept  up  the  fire  during  the 
whole  advance,  the  signal  of  recall  being  the  cessation  of  the  artillery 
fire. 

At  9:  55  a.  m.  the  skirmish  firing  commenced,  and  the  musketry  fire 
was  continued  until  near  sundown. 

At  11:30  a.  m.  the  Thirty-fourth  Colored  Regiment  of  the  reserves 
was  ordered  to  the  front  to  report  to  General  Potter. 

At  3  p.  m.  the  Ohio  Twenty -fifth  having  done  its  work  the  artillery 

fire  ceased. 
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•At  4  p.  m.  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  New  York,  having- 
expended  all  its  ammunition,  returned,  and  at  4: 15  the  Thirty -second 
Colored  was  ordered  to  the  front,  and  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
fourth  New  York  reported  to  me,  and  took  its  place  in  the  intrench- 
ment. 

The  enemy  throughout  the  day  continued  a  fire  of  grapeshot  and 
shell  from  a  battery  on  the  right. 

About  sundown  the  firing  on  both  sides  ceased  and  our  forces  with¬ 
drew  in  good  order,  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  having  made  the  cutting 
which  was  the  intent  of  the  attack. 

Our  loss  in  the  fleet  brigade  was  1  killed,  18  wounded,  and  3  missing. 

It  is  needless  to  add  that  officers  and  men  behaved  with  gallantry 
and  spirit. 

After  the  actions  on  Deveaux’s  Neck  of  the  6th,  7th,  and  9th  of 
December,  no  forward  move  was  attempted,  and  the  brigade  remained 
in  its  intrenchments  near  Talbird’s  house  until  permanently  withdrawn. 
Two  of  the  howitzers,  however,  were  posted  in  a  battery  at  the  front, 
and  two  at  the  30-pounder  Parrott  battery,  on  the  extreme  left  of  the 
lines,  for  its  support. 

On  the  18th  and  19th,  two  rifled  howitzers,  which  had  been  brought 
up  in  place  of  the  two  light  howitzers,  sent  to  the  rear,  were  placed 
in  the  swamp  battery,  and  opened  fire  upon  the  railroad  at  a  distance 
of  800  yards,  doing  it  some  damage;  the  enemy  did  not  return  the  fire. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  it  was  planned  for  Lieutenant  O’Kane, 
with  120  sailors  and  :  larines,  to  take  the  two-gun  battery  at  Dawson’s 
Point,  assaulting  it  in  flank.  The  morning  proved  very  rainy,  and  on 
his  making  the  attempt,  the  intervening  marsh  was  found  to  be  impas¬ 
sable,  and  the  enterprise  was  reluctantly  abandoned. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  the  commander  of  the  Geranium 
brought  me  orders  for  transporting  the  brigade  to  the  New  Hampshire. 
Consulting  with  General  Potter,  left  in  command  in  the  absence  of 
General  Hatch,  at  his  request,  I  left  two  of  the  howitzers  with  their 
crews  in  command  of  Lieutenant  Hayward,  and  embarked  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  brigade  at  sundown  on  the  Geranium  and  Daffodil  and 
proceeded  to  Port  Royal,  where  I  reported  to  Commander  Reynolds 
on  board  the  New  Hampshire ,  who,  agreeably  to  his  instructions, 
directed  the  landing  of  the  marine  battalion  at  Bay  Point  and  the 
distribution  of  the  sailors  to  the  vessels  they  belonged  to. 

On  the  30th  I  returned  to  the  command  of  this  vessel. 

The  total  casualties  of  the  brigade  during  the  month’s  campaign 
amounted  to  51. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  Henry  Preble, 

_  .  _  .  ,  Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Jno.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadron. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Hatch,  U.  S.  Army, 
acknowledging  the  commendation  bestowed  upon  the  naval  brigade. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  February  7, 1865. 
General.  Tout  communication  of  the  3d  has  just  reached  me. 

As  the  fleet  brigade  had  been  directed  to  report  to  you  for  duty 
with  your  division,  it  was  proper  that  its  detachment  should  have 
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been  properly  announced  to  you,  and  I  would  not  have  you  think 
that  the  Navy  was  ignorant  or  unmindful  of  what  was  due  to  military 
usage. 

It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  make  known  to  the  brigade  the  kind 
terms  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  express  your  appreciation  of  their 
earnest  desire  to  do  their  duty  near  their  comrades  of  the  Army. 

From  a  veteran  and  well  tried  commander  like  yourself,  the  com¬ 
mendation  you  bestow  will  sink  deep  in  their  remembrance. 

You  may  be  assured,  general,  that  no  feeling  exists  amongst  us  of 
the  Navy  beyond  an  honest  desire  to  bear  our  burden  in  the  duty 
which  our  common  country  requires  of  her  sons,  and  we  always  gladly 
recognize  the  service  of  our  Army  as  contributing  to  the  support  of 
law  and  Constitution. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  your  success,  I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  J.  P.  Hatch, 

Comdg.  Coast  Din..  Dept,  of  the  South ,  Hdqrs.  Pocotaligo. 


General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  quoting  letter  of  commendation 
from  Brigadier-General  Hatch,  TJ.  S.  Army. 


Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  February  7,  1865. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  late  fleet 
brigade  that  General  Hatch,  with  whose  division  they  bore  a  part  in 
the  recent  expedition  up  Broad  River,  has  been  pleased  to  write  me 
concerning  them  as  follows: 


I  only  regretted  that  by  leaving  during  my  absence  I  was  deprived  of  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  informing  them  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  they  were  held,  not  only 
by  myself,  but  the  entire  command. 

You  will  confer  a  favor  on  me  by  announcing  to  the  brigade  that  its  gallantry  in 
action  and  good  conduct  during  the  irksome  life  in  camp  won  from  all  the  land 
forces  with  which  it  served  the  highest  praises.  The  officers,  for  their  gentlemanly 
bearing  and  strict  attention  to  duty,  received  from  all  the  credit  justly  their  due. 

The  harmony  that  prevailed  throughout  the  command  proved  that  if  any  jealousy 
had  previously  existed  between  the  different  branches  of  the  service  all  that  was 
wanting  to  efface  it  was  a  better  knowledge  of  each  other. 

To  Commander  Preble,  Lieutenant-Commanders  Matthews,  O’Kane,  Crosinan, 
and  Lieutenant  Stoddard,  with  whom  I  was  myself  more  intimately  brought  in 
contact,  I  give  the  warmest  thanks  for  the  support  rendered  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  P.  Hatch, 
Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 


I  am  well  assured  that  no  idle  compliment  is  here  meant.  The  manly , 
straightforward  character  of  General  Hatch  assures  you  and  me  that, 
every  word  said  is  fully  intended.  It  will  always  be  a  subject  ol 
unmixed  satisfaction  to  you  all  that  you  had  the  opportunity  of  draw¬ 
ing  such  commendation  from  the  gallant  veteran  who,  in  his  person, 
was  your  witness. 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  condensed  statement  of 
operations  of  the  naval  brigade,  with  roll  appended. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Charleston  Harbor ,  South  Carolina ,  May  9,  1865. 

After  much  unavoidable  delay  the  muster  roll  of  the  fleet  brigade 
has  been  completed,  and  1  am  thus  enabled  to  make  due  mention  of 
the  expedition  to  which  it  belonged. 

This  was  undertaken  in  order  to  prepare  for  the  arrival  of  General 
Sherman,  who  was  known  to  be  marching  for  the  coast. 

The  naval  part  was  composed  of  the  Harvest  Mom  (flag),  Pawnee , 
Mingoe ,  Pontiac ,  Sonoma ,  Winona.  Pettit ,  and  Daffodil ,  on  board 
which  was  embarked  the  fleet  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Com¬ 
mander  Preble. 

The  vessels  first  reached  the  landing  at  Boyd’s  Neck  November  29, 
and  the  fleet  brigade  was  put  ashore,  with  its  infantry  and  howitzers 
deployed  in  skirmishing  order.  It  soon  advanced  with  the  troops 
under  General  Hatch  and  shared  in  the  hard  fighting  near  Grahamville. 

With  its  howitzers  the  brigade  afterwards  held  the  extreme  left  of 
an  intrenched  position  until  December  6,  when  the  army  moved  to  the 
Tulifinny,  the  fleet  brigade  in  company. 

After  a  successful  feint  by  the  Pawnee  and  the  gunboats  command¬ 
ing  the  rebel  position  on  the  Coosawhatchie,  a  landing  was  promptly 
made  in  the  Tulifinny.  Severe  fighting  followed,  in  which  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  fleet  brigade  did  their  full  share  and  lost  heavily. 

The  commanding  general  has  since  handsomely  acknowledged  this 
good  service,  which  1  have  made  known  in  a  squadron  order. 

The  roll  of  the  brigade  is  now  appended,  and  I  regret  the  limits  of 
a  squadron  order  do  not  permit  me  to  give  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
part  they  bore.  The  reports  of  the  officers  have  been  forwarded, 
however,  to  the  Navy  Department,  and  it  only  remains  for  me  to 
thank  Commander  Preble,  the  commanders,  and  their  executives  of 
battalions,  Lieutenant-Commanders  Matthews  and  Crosman,  Lieuten¬ 
ants  O’Kane,  Whitehead,  Hayward,  Kennison,  and  Lieutenant  of 
Marines  Stoddard,  the  officers,  sailors,  and  marines  of  the  brigade, 
for  the  creditable  manner  in  which  they  fulfilled  the  task  assigned 
them. 

Also  Commanders  Balch,  Creighton,  Luce,  Fillebrown,  and  Dana, 
commanding  the  gunboats,  for  their  services  on  the  occasion. 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Officers  of  the  fleet  brigade  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  attached  to  the 

Coast  Division  of  the  United  States  forces  under  command  of  Major-General  J.  G.  Foster 

LI.  S.  Army,  November  87  to  December  30,  1864. 

Commander  George  Henry  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  brigade. 

Staff  officers.  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  F.  Crosman,  Wtssahickon, 
acting  adjutant;  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  William  J.  Bowdle,  U.  S. 
Navy  hospital;  Assistant  Surgeon  F.  M.  Corson,  U.  S.  monitor  JVan- 
tucket;  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  H.  L.  Gibbs,  Norfolk  Packet;  Flag 
Captain  sC lei  k  C.  Barton,  Philadelphia ,  acting  aid-de-camp  (reioined 
his  ship  December  5);  Paymaster’s  Clerk  P.  H.  Fraser,  Wusahickon, 
acting  clerk  to  adjutant  (returned  to  his  ship  December  2). 
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Battalion  of  naval  light  artillery. 

Officers. — Lieutenant-Commander  E.  O.  Matthews,  commanding- 
naval  battery;  Lieutenant  G.  W.  Hayward,  naval  battery;  Acting- 
Master  George  Cables,  U.  8.  ship  St.  Louis;  Acting  Ensign  M.  J. 
Daly,  U.  S.  8.  Sonoma,;  Acting  Ensign  Charles  Boyer,  U.  8.  8.  South 
Carolina;  Acting  Ensign  J.  A.  Edgren,  IT.  S.  naval  battery;  Acting- 
Master’s  Mate  A\  illiam  F.  Sard,  U.  8.  S.  South  Carolina;  Acting  Mas¬ 
ter’s  Mate  A.  F.  Tafl'e,  U.  S.  S.  Catalpa;  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Id.  A. 
Rogers,  U.  S.  ship  New  Hampshire. 

Battalion  of  sailor  infantry  (armed  with  Plymouth  rifles). 

Lieutenant  James  O’Kane,  of  the  Sangamon ,  commanding  battalion ; 
Lieutenant  \\  illiam  Whitehead,  of  the  Pawnee ,  acting  first  lieutenant. 

Company  A. — Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  W.  Kennison,  South 
Carolina ,  acting  captain;  Acting  Ensign  Seth  W.  Cowing,  Memphis , 
acting  first  lieutenant. 

Company  B. — Acting  Master  Joshua  N.  Rowe,  St.  Louis ,  acting 
captain;  Acting  Master  A.  Leach,  Camelia ,  acting  first  lieutenant. 

Company  C. — Acting  Master  C.  H.  Baldwin,  Saratoga ,  acting  cap¬ 
tain;  Acting  Master’s  Mate  B.  Russell,  Saratoga ,  acting  first  lieutenant. 

Company  D. — Acting  Ensign  Henry  A.  Green,  Nipsic ,  acting 
captain. 

U.  S.  marine  battalion. 

First  Lieutenant  George  G.  Stoddard,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  com¬ 
manding  battalion;  Acting  Ensign  W.  Carter,  New  Hampshire;  Admi¬ 
ral’s  Clerk  J.  R.  Stanley,  flagship,  acting  adjutant. 


Addition  to  the  brigade  while  in  the  field,  December  7. 

Acting  Ensign  Samuel  Merchant.  Reported  for  duty  and  was 
assigned  to  the  infantry.  Assigned  to  the  naval  artillery. 


Recapitulation  of  the  force  of  the  brigade. 


Commander  of  brigade . . .  1 

Staff  officers . - . - .  7 

Officers  of  naval  artillery . . . . . . .  10 

Officers  of  marine  battalion . . .  3 

Officers  of  naval  infantry  . . -  - . .  9 


Total  officers . . . . .  30 


Number  of  men  in  naval  artillery  (8  guns) 

Number  of  men  in  naval  infantry - - 

Rank  and  file,  marine  battalion . 

Hospital  stewards  and  nurses . . 


140 

155 

157 

11 


Total  number  of  men 


463 


Grand  total,  officers  and  men 


493 
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Chasing  ashore  of  the  British  steamer  Beatrice ,  of  Charleston,  S.  C., 

November  % 7 ,  186. 1. 

Report  of  Captain  Green,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Sloop  John  Adams, 

Off  Morris  Island ,  South  Carolina ,  November  28,  186 ff 

Sir:  I  take  great  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  a  blockade  runner, 
an  iron  side-wheel  steamer  of  about  200  tons  (English),  named  the 
Beatrice ,  from  Nassau,  was  run  aground  and  destroyed  last  night 
between  11  and  12  o’clock. 

She  was  sighted,  signalized,  and  fired  upon  by  the  outside  vessels, 
who  struck  her  twice,  and  finally  was  tired  upon,  boarded,  and  cap¬ 
tured  by  Acting  Master  Gifford  with  the  scout  boats,  and  afterwards 
assisted'  by  one  [two]  of  the  picket  launches. 

Immediately  after  being  boarded  she  grounded  on  Drunken  Dick 
Shoal,  near  the  old  neck. 

The  captain,  first  officer,  pilot,  and  purser  and  about  eight  other 
persons  escaped  to  the  shore  in  a  boat.  The  remainder  of  her  crew, 
amounting  to  thirty  persons,  who  are  sent  by  the  Daffodil ,  and  a  list 
of  their  names  herewith,  were  taken  off,  the  vessel  set  on  fire  and 
abandoned. 

She  is  a  total  wreck.  She  had  an  assorted  cargo  and  is  a  new  vessel, 
this  being  her  second  voyage. 

General  Hatch  requested  yesterday  a  steamer  to  take  him  to  Port 
Royal. 

I  detailed  the  Mary  Sanford  to  proceed  to  Stono  for  the  purpose, 
but  observed  that  she  had  returned  to  the  outside  blockade  last  night 
about  sunset. 

I  have  received  no  report  from  Acting  Master  Kempton  of  the 
cause  of  his  return. 

I  enclose  herewith  letters  and  papers  found  among  the  effects  of  the 
crew  of  the  blockade  runner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Green, 

Cajptain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  S.— The  Sangamon  has  finished  scaling  the  tubes  of  one  boiler 
(excepting  about  100)  and  has  commenced  scaling  the  other  boiler. 

J.  F.  Green, 

Captain ,  etc. 


Additional  report  of  Captain  Green,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Sloop  John  Adams, 

Off  Morris  Island ,  South  Carolina ,  December  1 ,  1861. 

.  k^IK:  I  enclose  herewith  reports  relating  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
m  and  outside  blockade  on  the  night  of  the  27th  ultimo,  which  resulted 
in  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  steamer  Beatrice,  a  blockade 
runner,  inward  bound. 

I  desire  to  correct  a  statement  made  in  my  report  to  you  of  the 
circumstance  of  the  28th  ultimo.  Instead  of  one,  two  picket  launches 
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boarded  the  steamer  after  the  scout  boats.  Both  launches  previously 
fired  upon  her  repeatedly  with  their  howitzers.  One  of  them,  the 
Pawnee's  launch,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Kemp,  promptly 
pulled  toward  her  for  the  purpose  of  boarding,  but  was  delayed  some 
time  by  grounding. 

Acting  Master  Gifford,  in  charge  of  the  scout  boats,  and  Coxswain 
Oliver  O  Brien,  in  charge  of  one  of  them,  merit,  in  my  opinion,  spe¬ 
cial  notice  for  their  prompt  and  energetic  conduct. 

A  ill  you  please  inform  me  what  disposition  shall  be  made  of  the 
articles  recovered  from  the  steamer,  viz,  1  chronometer,  1  octant,  1 
barometer,  1  artificial  horizon,  1  box  of  blue  lights,  1  salinometer,  1 
binnacle,  and  2  boats. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Green, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

No.  583.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  G. ,  December  1 .  186 If. 

Sir:  1  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  English  steamer 
Beatrice  was  destroyed  near  midnight  of  the  27th  ultimo  in  attempting 
to  run  the  blockade. 

The  account  derived  from  the  second  mate  exhibits  so  well  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  blockading  force  that  I  have  caused  it  to  be  taken  down, 
and  transmit  it  for  the  information  of  the  Navy  Department. 

The  Beatrice  is  an  iron  steamer,  built  in  Glasgow,  and  this  is  her 
second  trip,  having  already  run  the  blockade  at  Wilmington  once. 

She  is  a  side-wheel  vessel,  of  about  200  tons,  draft  6  feet  2  inches 
and  6  feet  8  inches,  forward  and  aft,  can  make  26  revolutions  and  Id 
knots  for  a  short  time,  and  can  run  steadily  about  12  knots. 

She  made  the  land  at  night  to  the  southward  of  Charleston,  and  saw 
lights  (probably  about  Stono),  and  soon  after  saw  the  light-ship  at 
Charleston  Bar,  bearing  nearly  north;  steered  for  it,  then  kept  away 
a  little  to  pass  around  it  outside,  slowed  down  and  steered  directly  for 
the  land  (probably  Long  Island),  kept  on  until  in  8  feet  of  water  (the 
vessel  drawing  6  feet  8  inches). 

The  steamer  was  now  headed  around,  and  steered  along  the  shore  for 
Sullivan’s  Island  Channel. 

About  this  time  the  Beatrice  was  discovered  by  one  of  our  steamers 
and  fired  at  repeatedly,  but  was  not  struck;  could  not  make  out  what 
kind  of  a  steamer  it  was,  merely  saw  a  vessel. 

The  Beatrice  was  now  running  at  her  utmost  speed,  and  got  away 
from  the  chasing  steamer,  but  soon  fell  in  with  another  one  of  our 
steamers,  which  chased  and  fired  at  her;  one  shot  went  through  her 
below  decks,  and  abaft  the  wheelhouse.  The  speed  of  the  Beatrice , 
however,  carried  her  away  from  this  vessel  too,  and  she  passed  into 
Sullivan’s  Island  Channel.  When  well  in  she  touched  a  shoal  on  the 
starboard  hand,  backed  off  immediately  and  went  ahead  again,  but  soon 


N  w  r — vol  16 - 8 


114 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADKON. 


found  herself  suddenly  surrounded  by  a  large  number  ot  our  barges, 

which  opened  a  heavy  lire  of  musketry  and  boat  howitzers. 

In  the  confusion  caused  by  this  incident  it  appears  that  the  Beaut  ice 
got  on  the  shoal  again. 

The  boats  promptly  ran  alongside  and  boarded  her,  taking  possession 

of  her.  .  .  ,  . 

The  captain,  pilot,  and  four  or  five  officers  jumped  into  a  light  boat 

and  made  their  escape. 

The  remainder  of  the  crew,  thirty  in  number,  were  taken  and  are 
now  in  my  hands. 

One  of  the  mates,  who  gave  this  statement,  I  have  released  on  that 
account,  as  it  conveys  an  intelligent  outside  view  of  the  transaction, 
and  the  manner  of  proceeding. 

The  Department  will  perceive  from  it  that  if  these  fellows  get  in  it 
is  from  no  want  of  good  will  and  efloi't,  and  1  think  it  is  a  rare  occur¬ 
rence  to  find  a  boat  division  playing  so  important  a  part  in  an  open  sea 
blockade  of  a  seaport. 

The  duty  is  severe  beyond  what  is  imagined.  In  the  launches  the 
men  may  be  said  to  live  in  the  boats,  and  all  of  them  are,  in  these  long 
nights,  exposed  to  every  hardship  of  sea,  wind,  and  weather;  in  the 
stormiest  nights  the}^  are  cruising  around  close  in  to  the  rebel  batteries. 

I  think  them  deserving  of  all  commendation  for  their  conduct  in  this 
matter,  not  narrated  by  our  own  lads,  but  by  an  officer  of  the  vessel 
captured,  a  cool,  hardy-looking  man,  and  I  recommend  that  a  month’s 
pay  be  given  to  each  man  of  the  boats’  crews  engaged,  for  we  destroy, 
and  do  not  capture. 

It  is  also  reported  to  me  that  a  blockade  runner  was  discovered  by 
the  Acacia  near  the  light-ship  soon  after  her  arrival  off  Charleston 
from  Port  Royal,  on  the  night  of  the  28th  ultimo;  she  was  fired  at, 
stood  off  to  the  eastward,  and  was  not  seen  afterwards. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Captain  Green ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Patterson,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  offshore  cruising  in  search  of  blockade  runners. 

U.  S.  Sloop  John  Adams, 

Off  Morris  Island,  South  Carolina ,  November  %9,  186 J. 

Sir:  The  steamei  Beatrice,  which  was  captured  and  run  ashore  night 
before  last  near  Drunken  Dick  Shoal,  was  off  this  port  all  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  day  about  30  miles  distant. 

Please  keep  one  at  least  of  the  fastest  outside  vessels  in  the  offing 
cruising  or  at  anchor,  just  within  signal  distance  of  the  Adger,  for  the 
purpose  of  discovering  blockade  runners,  scrutinizing  passing  vessels, 
and  obtaining  news,  and  to  return  to  her  station  at  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Green, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 

Commander  T.  H.  Patterson, 

Comdg.  U.  A.  S.  James  Adger,  Senior  Officer  Offshore  Blockade. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  transmitting  proclamation  of  the  President  opening  Southern 
ports. 

Navy  Department,  November  30 ,  186 f 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  and  guidance  an 
official  copy  of  the  proclamation*  of  the  President,  issued  on  the  19th 
instant,  opening-  the  ports  of  Norfolk,  Fernandina,  and  Pensacola  to 
commercial  intercourse  from  and  after  the  1st  of  December  next,  on 
the  conditions  therein  set  forth. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  off  Charleston. 


Report  of  Captain  Green ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  senior  officer  off  Charleston , 

S.  C. ,  regarding  the  entrance  of  two  blockade  runners  into  Charleston , 

November  30,  186f 

U.  S.  Sloop  John  Adams, 

Off  Morris  Island ,  South  Carolina,  December  %,  186 A 

Sir:  On  the  night  of  the  30th  ultimo  two  steamers  succeeded  in 
passing  the  blockade  and  entered  the  harbor,  one  at  about  9  and  the 
other  at  11.  They  were  discovered  and  fired  at  by  the  outside  block¬ 
ade  and  met  with  a  warm  reception  from  the  inside  picket  launches, 
but  were  not  arrested  in  their  progress  inward. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  smoothbore  howitzer  shells  do  not  penetrate 
these  steamers  and  shall  substitute  rifled  howitzers  for  them  as  soon 
as  it  is  in  my  power  to  do  so. 

I  would  suggest  also  placing  percussion  torpedoes  in  Maffitt’s  Chan¬ 
nel,  and,  if  you  can  furnish  them,  I  will  have  them  placed. 

Moultrie  opened  fire  savagely  in  the  direction  of  our  boats  after 
each  steamer  had  passed,  and  the  steamers  were  encouraged  by  people 
on  the  beach  to  go  ahead,  that  they  would  soon  pass  our  (ire. 

The  Amaranthus  received  a  spent  X-inch  shot  in  her  starboard 
counter,  which  I’endered  it  necessary  to  take  her  into  the  inlet  for 
repairs.  -The  repairs  have  been  made  and  she  is  on  service  again. 

1  enclose  herewith  reports  from  commanding  officers  of  vessels  and 
boats  which  participated  in  the  efforts  made  to  capture  the  blockade 
runners. 

Last  night  (the  1st  instant)  there  were  two  alarms  of  a  violation  of 
the  blockade  outside,  one  at  about  7:30  and  the  other  at  10:30. 

The  reports  of  Commander  Patterson  and  Acting  Masters  Montell 
and  Strong  relating  thereto  are  also  enclosed  herewith.  No  vessel 
Avas  known  to  have  passed  in  or  out  by  the  inside  blockade,  and  I  do 
not  think  any  passed  in,  although  one  may  have  passed  out  earl^y  in 
the  evening  before  the  picket  boats  reached  their  stations,  they  being 
delayed  by  a  fresh  head  wind. 

The  advance  monitor,  Lehigh ,  and  scout  boats  were  well  up  and 
saw  no  vessel  going  in  or  out. 


*See  Series  I,  volume  11,  p.  109. 
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Unfortunately  the  Lehigh  received  a  shot  in  her  turret  port,  which 
struck  the  XY-inch  gun.  '  I  have  ordered  a  survey  of  the  gun  and 
shall  forward  the  report  as  soon  as  received.  I  do  not  think  the  gun 
is  seriously  injured.  Lieutenant-Commander  Semmes’  reports  of  the 
circumstances  are  forwarded  herewith. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Green, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Patterson ,  IT.  S.  Ncvmg,  regarding  attempted 
violations  of  the  blockade  of  Charleston ,  December  1,  186 J. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 

Off  Charleston  Bar ,  December  2,  186J+. 

Sir:  At  7:45  last  evening  the  Azalea,  off  the  north  channel  buoy, 
discovered  a  blockade  runner  close  by  and  inshore  of  her,  running 
out  of  M affi It’s  Channel. 

Acting  Master  Strong  says,  in  his  report: 

She  apparently  saw  us  as  soon  as  I  saw  her,  as  she  sheered  off  inshore  at  once, 
running  about  north,  quite  fast.  I  immediately  slipped  cable  and  gave  chase,  mak¬ 
ing  the  alarm  signal,  and  commenced  firing,  but  being  momentarily  blinded  by  the 
glare  of  the  signal  lights  and  flashes  of  guns  I  lost  sight  of  her.  After  running  north 
until  I  shoaled  up  on  the  bank,  and  seeing  nothing  more  of  the  vessel,  I  returned  to 
my  station.  *  *  * 

The  evening  was  very  dark  and  hazy  and  vessels  could  be  seen  but 
a  short  distance. 

The  Azalea  kept  underway  near  her  station,  and  about  10  p.  m. 
saw  the  alarm  signal  for  blockade  runner  going  in,  and  heard  guns 
from  an  E.  N.  E.  direction,  apparently  from  the  Potomska.  She 
stood  in  north  a  short  distance  and  in  a  few  moments  discovered  white 
water  from  paddle  wheels  inside  of  her  and  well  inshore;  tired  and 
chased  in  that  direction  to  the  N.  W.,  but  soon  lost  sight  of  the 
luminous  water,  which,  no  doubt,  was  the  spray  from  the  wheels  and 
bow  of  a  steamer  running  rapidly  through  the  water. 

The  Azalea  then  returned  to  her  station  and  recovered  he.r  anchor. 

At  10. 15  p.  m.  the  Potomska ,  about  2  3-  miles  N.  W.  f  N.  of  the  wreck 
of  the  TIousatonic ,  discovered  a  steamer  approaching  her  from  S.  S.  E. 
and  heading  about  N.  W. 

Not  receiving  any  answer  to  the  challenge,  got  underway  and  made 
the  usual  signal,  when  the  chase  altered  her  course  to  the  S.  W.;  fired 
at  her  three  stands  of  grape  from  32-pounder  and  one  shell  from  rifle 
pivot.  Attempted  to  chase,  but  found  it  useless,  the  stranger  running 
opt  of  sight  before  the  Potomska  had  moved  more  than  about  three 
times  her  length.  The  Potomska  then  resumed  her  station. 

The  blockade  runner  seen  by  the  Potomska  is  the  same  that  was  seen 
by  the  Azalea  running  in,  of  which  the  Potomska  gave  the  first  warn¬ 
ing.  The  signals  made  by  the  Azalea  and  Potomska  were  immediately 
repeated  by  this  vessel. 

The  Acacia  returned  to  her  station,  If  miles  N.  f  W .  of  the  wreck 
of  the  Housatonic ,  shortly  before  10  p.  m.  The  Potomska  and  Azalea 
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occupied  their  regular  stations,  otherwise  the  vessels  were  stationed 
as  per  tracing  sent  with  yesterday’s  report. 

Neither  of  these  blockade  runners  were  seen  by  any  of  the  outside 
blockaders  except  the  two  mentioned  in  this  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Patterson, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present  off  Charleston  Bar. 

Captain  J.  F.  Green, 

Senior  Officer  off  Charleston ,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-  Com¬ 
mander  Johnson ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  December  3 ,  186J 
Sir:  I  send  you  the  T Yissahickon,  which  you  will  take  command  of 
and  continue  the  present  duty  at  Tybee. 

The  Cimarron  is  to  return  here  for  repairs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Johnson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron ,  Senior  Officer , 

Savannah  River. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
Ileaih,,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  U.  S.  schooner  Para. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  December  3,  186 Jf. 
Sir:  You  are  hereb}^  detached  from  the  command  of  the  U.  S. 
schooner  Hope,  and  you  will,  on  receipt  of  this,  assume  the  command 
of  the  U.  S.  schooner  Para. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  D.  P.  Heath, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Schooner  Hope,  Port  Royal. 


Report  of  Commander  Patterson,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  an  attempted 

breach  of  blockade. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 

Off  Charleston  Bar,  December  5,  186k. 

Sir:  At  1:15  a.  m.  of  this  date,  a  blockade  runner  was  discovered 
by  the  Wamsutta  attempting  to  run  in,  but  was  turned  off  by  her  and 
not  seen  again. 

1  herewith  enclose  the  report*  of  Acting  Master  Lee,  commanding 
the  Wamsutta. 


*  Not  found. 
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The  blockade  runner  was  not  seen  by  any  other  vessel  of  the  outside 
blockade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Patterson, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present  off  Charleston  Bar. 

Captain  J.  F.  Green, 

Senior  Officer  off  Charleston ,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Pennell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  search  for 

escaped  Union  prisoners. 

U.  S.  Bark  Ethan  Allen, 

St.  Simon’s  Sound. ,  Georgia ,  December  <5,  186 f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report: 

On  the  30th  instant  a  contraband  came  on  board  from  Brunswick, 
[Ga.J,  with  the  intelligence  of  the  escape  of  about  300  Union  prisoners 
from  the  cars  while  in  transit  from  Savannah  to  station  No.  7,  three  of 
whom  had  been  recaptured  that  morning  while  at  a  house  getting- 
breakfast.  Our  tender  (the  schooner  Mary)  being  at  St.  Andrew’s 
Sound  delivering  stores  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Dai  Ching ,  I  immediately  sent 
the  intelligence  I  had  received  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Chaplin, 
commanding  that  vessel.  He  immediately  dispatched  the  schooner, 
his  launch,  and  16  men  from  his  ship,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  W. 
Walton,  to  assist  in  rescuing  any  which  might  have  gotten  to  the  coast. 
Arriving  here  at  10  p.  m.,  everything  being  in  readiness,  I  left  the 
ship  on  the  first  of  next  Hood  tide  with  50  men  and  3  officers  from  this 
vessel,  the  schooner,  launch,  with  howitzer,  first  and  second  cutters, 
with  the  officers  and  men  in  the  launch  of  the  Dai  Ching ,  and  another 
small  boat,  arriving  at  Belle  Point  soon  after  daylight.  On  landing 
we  discovered  the  pickets  making  a  hasty  retreat  into  the  woods.  We 
advanced  cautiously,  leaving  Acting  Ensign  McCart  in  charge  of  the 
boats  and  howitzers,  skirmishing  with  a  detachment  of  cavalry  for  3 
miles,  when  we  came  to  a  house,  where  some  women  informed  us  that 
four  Union  soldiers  were  recaptured  that  morning  while  partaking  of 
some  refreshments  at  that  house.  The  woods  in  the  vicinity  were 
infested  with  rebel  cavalry,  apparently  in  search  of  the  escaped  pris¬ 
oners,  and  our  party  had  some  sharp  skirmishing  without  being  checked 
in  our  advance.  Finding  the  enemy  collecting  in  considerable  num¬ 
bers  in  the  woods,  we  retired  to  the  cover  of  the  boats,  and  threw  some 
shell  which  dispersed  them.  Having  become  satisfied  that  we  could 
render  no  assistance  to  any  of  the  escaped  prisoners  at  that  point,  we 
returned  to  the  boats  and  proceeded  up  the  South  Altamaha  River.  It 
being  perfectly  calm,  we  had  to  tow  the  schooner  with  the  boats,  and 
our  guides,  not  knowing  the  depth  of  water  in  the  creeks,  we  were 
aground  several  times,  and  therefore  somewhat  detained.  We  arrived 
!)0/><;t(>n  Ending,  about  30  miles  up  the  river,  on  the  morning  of 
the  3d,  before  daylight,  not  seeing  any  of  the  escaped  prisoners  on  the 
U®.  Lnded,  marched  up  the  dyke  through  the  deserted  rice 
fields  to  Hopeton  plantation  and  villa,  owned  by  one  Mr.  Corbin  said 
to  be  now  m  Europe.  Here  we  found  a  Mr.  Poncell,  a  cripple,  and 
T1.18  Lwo  sons,  one  ot  them  a  rebel  soldier  on  furlough,  whom  I  arrested: 
the  other  being  but  10  years  old,  I  left  him  with  his  father.  Not 
being  able  to  gam  any  information  from  Poncell,  I  sought  and  learned 
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from  a  few  old  negroes  that  had  been  left  on  the  plantation  that  there 
was  a  large  number  of  cavalry  sent  down  from  station  No.  7,  to  assist 
the  coast  guard  in  recapturing  the  escaped  prisoners,  and  were 
encamped  at  Waynesville.  None  of  the  escaped  prisoners  had  been 
seen  at  that  place,  or  in  that  vicinity.  We  returned  to  the  ship, 
arriving  at  4  p.  m.  on  the  4th. 

The  prisoner  Poncell  1  shall  forward  to  you  by  the  first  conveyance. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1.  A.  Pennell, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Captain  Green ,  U.  S.  Navy ',  to  Commander  Patterson ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  restricting  communication  by  flag  of  truce. 

U.  S.  Sloop  John  Adams, 

Off  Morris  Island ,  S.  C '.,  December  6 ,  186 f. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  received  from  Rear-Admiral 
Dahlgren,  I  have  directed  that  there  shall  be  no  communication  with 
the  enemy  under  flag  of  truce,  excepting  off  Breach  inlet. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  detail  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  outside  fleet 
to  meet  the  enemy’s  flag  of  truce  when  sent  out,  observing  the  condi¬ 
tion  specified  in  the  Department’s  General  Order  No.  13,  dated  April 
8,  1863. 

I  sent  you  a  message  a  few  days  since  that  an  agent  of  the  calcium- 
light  party  would  report  to  you  to  place  a  light  on  one  of  the  outside 
.  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  the  discovery  of  blockade  run¬ 
ners. 

The  matter  is  postponed  for  the  present  until  the  agent  can  make  an 
agreement  with  the  admiral  as  to  terms,  etc.,  for  furnishing  the  light. 
In  the  meantime  I  wish  you  would  think  over  the  matter.  It  appears 
to  me  the  light  can  only  be  useful  in  discovering  vessels  inward  bound. 
Should  it  be  used  for  vessels  coming  out  of  Charleston  it  would  dis¬ 
close  to  the  enemy  the  position  of  our  vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Green, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 

Commander  T.  H.  Patterson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  James  Adger , 

Senior  Officer  Offshore  Blockade. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general 

matters. 

No.  588.1  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Broad  River ,  South  Carolina ,  December  7 ,  186 h- 
Sir:  The  Department’s  communication  of  the  22d  November  reached 
me  on  the  3d  by  the  Donegal. 

My  dispatches,  which  have  by  this  time  reached  the  Department, 
will  show  that  time  has  not  been  lost  in  doing  what  the  small  force 
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here  permits.  As  soon  as  General  Sherman  does  arrive,  I  will  bring 
every  available  vessel,  including  the  ironclads,  to  his  aid. 

As  regards  the  weather  that  may  be  expected  subsequent  to  this  it 
would  be  difficult  to  judge.  Nothing  could  have  been  finer  than  the 
recent  weather  to  this  date,  so  far  as  the  effects  on  roads  are  con¬ 
cerned,  but  to-day  it  rained  heavily  for  a  few  hours,  probably  not 
enough  to  affect  the  roads  or  the  streams,  which  are  not  yet  swollen  in 
this  vicinity,  nor  elsewhere  probably  at  the  coast,  within  this  com¬ 
mand. 

The  new  steamer  building  in  the  Pedee  is  awaiting  a  rise  to  come 
down,  and  has  not  yet  done  so.  At  the  same  time,  I  have  just 
enquired  of  a  deserter,  who  is  a  native,  and  he  says  that  about  Atlanta 
the  streams  begin  to  rise  about  November. 

The  temperature  here  is  very  mild,  and  not  cold  enough  to  be 
healthy,  differing  entirely  from  the  purer  air  of  the  sea  along  the  coast 
outside. 

I  do  not  perceive  any  natural  obstacle  in  the  path  of  the  army. 

General  Sherman  can  connect  very  easily  b}^  any  of  the  principal 
streams  and  take  this  squadron  as  his  base.  It  would  be  very  for¬ 
tunate  if  he  should  happen  about  this  vicinity,  as  he  would  come  upon 
Savannah  on  its  weak  side,  which  is  the  interior. 

Looking  seaward,  it  is  very  strong,  not  fortified  as  carefully  as 
Charleston,  but  still  well  suited  to  the  narrow  water  courses  by  which 
vessels  approach. 

I  can  not  conceive,  however,  that  anything  here  could  check  a  vet¬ 
eran  army  like  that  of  General  Sherman.  If  he  has  any  trouble,  it 
will  be  from  the  force  gathering  on  his  footsteps. 

His  best  base  would  be  from  this  to  the  Stono,  having  no  less  than 
four  fine  estuaries  to  connect  with  the  squadron,  viz,  Broad  River,  the 
rivers  emptying  into  St.  Helena,  North  Edisto,  and  Stono,  giving  him 
ample  means  of  supply,  conveniently  distributed,  with  the  flank  of 
Charleston  on  one  hand  and  that  of  Savannah  on  the  other,  with  the 
choice  of  falling  on  either. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  requesting  six  additional 
Launches  for  use  in  the  squadron. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Broad  River,  South  Carolina,  December  7,  186 f 
.  .:  The  number  of  boats  now  engaged  in  picket  and  scouting  duty 

is  so  inconsiderable  as  to  cause  much  wear  and  tear,  and  also  requires 

boats  ot  more  capacity  than  is  usually  found  in  vessels  like  those  of 
this  squadron. 

1  therefore  request  that  six  launches,  exactly  like  those  sent  me 
from  New  h  ork,  may  be  forwarded  to  me  with  all  dispatch. 

Our  present  operations  with  the  army  also  increase  the  necessity 
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The  two  launches  sent  me  proved  to  be  admirably  adapted  to  the 
service  required. 

I  would  also  ask  for  a  steam  launch,  and  hope  that  the  Bureau  will 
be  able  to  meet  these  requests  at  the  very  earliest  moment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg .  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

John  Lenthall,  Esq., 

Chief  Bureau  Construction. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master 
Crosby,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Harvest  Moon,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  search  of  information  regarding  the  movements  of  ferrces 
under  Major-  General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Broad  River,  South  Carolina,  December  8,  186 j. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Harvest  Moon  to  Ossabaw,  Sapelo, 
Doboy,  and  St.  Simon’s,  and  enquire  at  each  place  if  any  direct  infor¬ 
mation  or  knowledge  of  the  army  under  General  Sherman  has  reached 
either  of  these  places.  You  will  return  directly  and  inform  me 
whether  this  is  so  or  not. 

You  will  leave  the  enclosed  orders  as  directed. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  J.  K.  Crosby, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Harvest  Moon. 

[Order  of  same  date  for  the  Larkspur  to  proceed  to  St.  Simon’s,  the 
Dandelion  to  proceed  to  Ossabaw,  and  report  the  first  notice  of  the 
approach  of  Sherman’s  army.] 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  .Navy,  regarding  the  approach, 
of  the  army  under  Major-  General  Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Broad  River,  South  Carolina,  December  8,  186  j. 

Commanders  of  vessels  will  use  every  exertion  to  obtain  information 
of  the  approach  of  the  army  under  General  Sherman  in  this  direction, 
and  will  apprise  me  thereof  at  the  earliest  moment,  sending  a  boat  to 
the  nearest  steamer,  if  in  command  of  a  sailing  vessel. 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Howard ,  TJ.  h.  -Army ,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Dahlgren ,  f/-.  &  Wavy,  regarding  the  approach  of  Sherman's  army. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Savannah  Canal ,  Georgia ,  December  9 ,  18GJ. 
Sir:  We  have  met  with  perfect  success  thus  far.  Troops  in  tine 
spirits  and  nearby. 

Respectfully, 

O.  O.  Howard, 

Major-General ,  Commanding  Right  Whig  of  Army. 

Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

In  the  Vicinity  of  Savannah,  Ga. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  reguesting  instruc¬ 
tions  regarding  the  exchange  of  sick,  and  wounded  pr  isoners  of  war 

under  flag  of  truce. 

No.  593.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  December  10,  186 j. 

Sir:  On  the  3d  instant  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mulford  called  on  me  to 
say  that  the  exchange  of  sick  and  wounded  prisoners  of  war  which  he 
had  been  authorized  to  conduct  had  been  interrupted  at  Savannah  by 
pending  military  operations,  and  that  he  desired  to  remove  the 
exchange  to  Charleston;  that  General  Foster  had  consented  to  the 
measure,  and  to  suspend  tiring  while  the  exchange  was  going  on. 

He  desired  my  permission  also. 

Iliad  no  instructions  whatever  on  this  subject,  particularly  from  the 
Department,  and  could,  therefore,  go  no  further  than  warranted  by  an 
ordinary  flag  of  truce,  which  I  informed  him  would  be  done. 

But  I  drew  his  attention  to  the  fact  that,  in  maintaining  the  block¬ 
ade,  firing  was  frequently  resorted  to  upon  runners,  or  even  on  the 
batteries  that  protected  them,  and  neither  in  this  nor  in  other  respects 
was  the  blockade  to  be  affected. 

He  assented  to  the  necessity  of  this,  and  said  he  would  make  it  per¬ 
fectly  understood  to  the  rebel  commander. 

I  therefore  addressed  a  letter  to  Captain  Green,  senior  officer  at 
Charleston,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  no  discretion  was  given 
beyond  facility  to  the  commissioner  and  the  ordinary  consequences  of 
a  flag  of  truce. 

The  blockade  will  therefore  continue  as  rigid  as  my  means  allow, 
and  the  firing  will,  as  usual,  be  restrained  only  so  far  as  needed  for  the 
exchange. 

I  enclosed  a  communication  to  Captain  Green  restating  1113^  views  in 
full,  so  that  this  may  not  be  misunderstood,  principally  on  account  of 
the  mistake  of  a  commander  of  an  advance  vessel  in  replying  to  a  flag- 
of  truce  while  in  presence  of  a  senior  officer. 

1  would  be  very  much  obliged,  however,  if  the  Department  would 
be  pleased  to  instruct  me  as  to  its  wishes  on  occasions  like  this,  wherein 
our  Department  is  active,  and  my  action  is  required  in  matters  not 
included  m  the  general  conduct  of  affairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ti  .  7.  .  7  „  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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[Enclosures.] 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Boyd? ft  Landing,  Broad  River,  S.  C.,  December  3,  1864. 
Sir:  Colonel  Mulford,  who  is  charged  by  the  United  States  Govern¬ 
ment  with  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  desires  to  conduct  the  business  at 
Charleston. 

You  will  afford  him  eveiy  facility  that  he  may  desire  for  the  purpose. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  Joseph  F.  Green,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 


Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  December  10,  1864,. 

Yours  of  the  7th  have  been  received  in  relation  to  the  flags  of  truce 
for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war. 

Under  date  of  the  3d,  I  apprised  you  that  Colonel  Mulford,  who 
was  authorized  to  conduct  the  exchange,  desired  to  carry  it  into  effect 
off  Charleston,  and  you  were  directed  to  furnish  him  with  every 
facility  for  that  purpose. 

I  presumed  this  was  all  that  was  necessary,  because  the  operation 
of  a  flag  of  truce  is  perfectly  understood  everywhere. 

It  simply  suspends  the  active  military  operations  so  far  as  may  be 
requisite  for  the  safety  of  the  parties  who  bear  the  flags  of  truce. 

Colonel  Mulford  informed  me  that  General  Foster  had  ordered  a  sus¬ 
pension  of  firing  during  the  flag  of  truce,  and  1  stated  my  willingness 
to  cooperate  to  that  extent. 

I  suggested  to  Colonel  Mulford  that  some  difficulty  might  arise  in 
this  respect  to  a  perfect  execution  of  the  blockade,  and  that  1  wished 
him  to  make  it  known  to  the  rebel  officer  who  met  him  that  nothing 
whatever  would  be  relaxed  that  had  been  resorted  to  for  this  purpose. 

Vessels  passing  the  blockade  must  still  be  subjected  to  every  pro¬ 
ceeding  that  will  stop,  capture,  or  destroy  them,  chasing  them,  and 
firing  at  them  as  far  as  may  be  practicable  to  maintain  the  blockade. 

I  presume  you  read  my  letter  of  the  3d  literally,  and  limited  your¬ 
self  to  facility,  and  the  usual  meaning  of  a  flag  of  truce. 

Neither  1  nor  any  officer  under  my  command  has  a  right  to  lessen 
the  operation  of  the  blockade  in  the  least  degree.  It  is  the  order  of 
the  United  States  Government,  and  no  inferior  authority  can  do  less 
than  maintain  it  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 

This  you  will  cause  to  be  perfectly  understood. 

You  will  also  apprise  the  rebel  commanding  officer  that  I  have  pre¬ 
viously  made  known  to  him  my  willingness  to  receive  such  flags  of 
truce  at  Breach  Inlet,  and  by  that  it  was  to  be  understood  that  his  flag 
of  truce  was  to  come  from  that  inlet  or  its  immediate  vicinity,  and 
that  my  flags  of  truce  would  also  approach  from  the  same  direction. 

Subsequently  General  Jones,  under  date  of  August  16,  in  a  letter 
very  unworthy  of  any  person  in  a  responsible  position,  signified  to 
me  that  future  communications  by  flags  of  truce  would  be  received 
by  way  of  Port  Koval  Ferry. 

This,  of  course,  annulled  all  arrangements  elsewhere. 
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You  will  now  signify  this  understanding  to  the  rebel  commander  at 
Charleston,  and  say  that  I  am  willing,  as  before,  to  meet  his  flag  of 
truce  coming  from  Breach  Inlet,  and  that  if  he  prefers  any  other  place 
he  will  please  to  signify  it  to  me,  and  it  will  be  considered. 

in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  commander  of  the  Montauk ,  you  are 
entirely  correct.  He  shoidd  not  even  have  hoisted  a  flag  of  truce  on 
the  Montauk ,  but  have  brought  to  the  rebel  flag  at  a  proper  distance 
and  notified  you  of  its  presence. 

The  senior  officer  present  alone  had  the  power  to  act,  and  that  action 
would  be  limited  to  existing  instructions. 

Your  instructions  of  December  5  are  approved  and  will  be  modified 
by  the  present  instructions. 

'  In  general  1  wish  also  that  flags  of  truce  shall  lie  limited  strictly  (so 
far  as  your  actions  are  concerned)  to  what  humanity  may  demand  for 
the  rebel  prisoners,  and  the  wants  and  comforts  of  the  U nion  prison¬ 
ers,  or  to  communications  addressed  to  myself,  unless,  indeed,  any 
surrender  is  contemplated. 

if  Captain  Stone  was  not  in  possession  of  the  Department’s  order, 
or  of  the  squadron’s  order,  he  would  have  found  the  Articles  of  War 
(article  3,  section  3)  very  explicit. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  .South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  Joseph  F.  Green, 

Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Fillebrown,  TJ.  S.  Nam/,  regarding 

the  lack  of  information  concerning  Major-  General  Sherman ,  TJ.  S. 

Army. 

U.  S.  S.  Passaic, 
Warsaw  Sound,  December  11,  186 J. 

Sir:  I  very  much  fear  that  my  scout  has  been  captured  by  the 
enemy.  lie  left  the  ship  last  Sunday  (4th)  with  the  intention  of  get¬ 
ting  near  the  Thunderbolt  battery.  He  expected  to  be  absent  three 
nights,  but  up  to  to-day  he  has  not  returned.  He  may  possibly  have 
gotten  through  to  Ossabaw. 

His  name  is  George  Anderson,  gunner’s  mate,  an  excellent  and 
intelligent  man,  a  native  of  Newburyport,  and  is  by  trade  a  trapper. 
I  promised  him  that,  in  the  event  of  his  capture,  you  would  do  what 
could  be  done  to  effect  his  exchange. 

Of  General  Sherman  I  have  heard  nothing.  Everything  has  been 
very  quiet  in  the  vicinity  of  Savannah  until  this  morning.  We  hear 
firing  which  sounds  like  vollej^s  of  artillery,  very  distant,  and  in  the 
direction  of  Beaulieu  battery. 

A  e  have  had  a  very  severe  northeaster,  which  has  washed  away 
some  of  the  buoys,  and  the  coal  vessel  Abby  Allen  is  ashore.  She  will 
be  gotten  off  at  high  tide. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tiios.  Scott  Fillebrown, 

Lieutenant-  Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Rresent. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Crosby ,  U  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  reported 
whereabouts  of  Major-General  Sherman ,  U  S.  Army ,  and  his  com¬ 
mand. 

U.  S.  S.  Harvest  Moon, 

JDoboy ,  December  11,  186 j. 

Sir:  1  learn  from  a  contraband  taken  from  the  U.  S.  ship  Saratoga, 
escaped  yesterday,  that  General  Sherman’s  men,  numbering  2,400, 
consisting  of  cavalry,  were  at  Taylor’s  Creek,  [Georgia],  15  miles  from 
Ogeechee  Bridge,  and  about  12  miles  from  the  Gulf  Railroad. 

Captain  Williamson,  of  the  U.  S.  Flag ,  reports  that  he  has  heard 
heavy  tiring  in  the  direction  of  the  Ogeechee  all  the  morning.  Cap¬ 
tain  Brodhead,  of  the  Saratoga ,  reports  firing  bearing  N.  W.  and  N.W. 
by  N.  from  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Crosby, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

December  lit,  186 j. 


Vessel. 

Station. 

Remarks. 

Murrell’s  Inlet . 

Georgetown . 

Do  . 

Cape  Romain . 

Bull’s  Bay . 

Charleston . 

Outside  the  bar. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Inside  the  bar. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

. do . 

Repairing. 

Stono . 

. do . 

. <lo . 

North  Edisto . 

. do . 

Tender. 

St.  Helena . 

. do . 

Tender. 

Port  Royal . 

_ do . 

. do . 

Tybee  Island . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

*  Sailing  vessels. 

/ 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  December  12,  1864 — 

Continued. 


Vessel. 

Station. 

Remarks 

Tybee  Island . 

. do . 

Wassaw  Sound . 

. do . 

. do . 

Tender. 

Flae:  .  . 

Ossabaw . 

. do . 

. do . 

St.  Catherine’s . 

Sapelo . 

Doboy . 

Altamaha . 

St.  Simon’s . 

. do . 

. do . 

St.  Andrew’s . 

*  Perry .  . 

Fernandina . 

Not  blockaded. 

. do . . 

Nantucket . 

Repairing. 

Do. 

Cimarron . 

_ do  - 1 . 

Chatham . 

. do . . 

Do. 

Arethusa . 

Do. 

Geranium . . . . 

Do. 

Camelia . 

Do. 

Clover . 

Do. 

*  Swift . 

Do. 

*Braziliera . 

Do. 

*  George  W.  Rodgers . 

Do. 

Sweet  Brier . 

Do. 

*Thunder . 

Repairing,  tender. 

Repairing. 

Hulk. 

Carnation . 

*  Valparaiso . 

Ming’oe . . . 

Expedition. 

Do. 

Pontiac . 

Daffodil . 

Do. 

Do. 

Relieve  and  communicate. 
Special  duty. 

Do. 

Special  duty,  divers. 

Northern  stations  with  stores, 
thence  north. 

Pettit . 

Harvest  Moon . 

*  Blunt . 

*  Hope . 

*  Sea'  Foam . 

*  Sailing  vessels. 


John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rem'- Admiral,  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 


Port  Royal  Harbor,  December  12, 186k — 10  a.  m. 

(Received  December  1-1 — 10  p.  m.) 

I  have  just  received  a  communication  from  Sherman’s  army.  It  is 
a  few  miles  from  Savannah,  and  in  tine  spirits.  I  shall  bring-  all  un¬ 
available  force  into  connection  with  the  army. 

A  dispatch  is  forwarded  with  this. 

V  ery  respectfully, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 
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Letter  from  Lear-  Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States ,  announcing  the  approach  to  Savannah  of  Major- 
General  Sherman ,  U.  S.  Army. 

Private.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  December  12,  186 j. 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  great  satisfaction  of  conveying  to  you 
information  of  the  arrival  of  General  Sherman  near  Savannah,  with 
his  army  in  line  spirits. 

The  news  was  brought  by  Captain  W.  Duncan,  Fifteenth  Illinois 
Cavalry,  and  two  scouts,  Sergeant  Myron  J.  Emmick  and  Private 
George  W.  Quinby. 

This  memorable  event  must  be  attended  by  still  more  memorable 
consequences,  and  I  congratulate  you  most  heartily  on  its  occurrence. 
I  am,  with  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

His  Excellency  A.  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  open-, 
tng  of  communication  with  Major- General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 
near  Savannah. 


No.  596.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G.,  December  12,  186  j. 

Sir:  It  is  my  happiness  to  apprise  the  Department  that  General 
Sherman,  with  his  army,  is  near  Savannah,  and  I  am  in  communication 
with  him. 

In  view  of  his  probable  arrival  I  had  stationed  several  steamers  at 
different  points,  and  had  come  down  from  the  Tulifinny  yesterday  in 
order  to  be  at  hand.  I  had  not  to  wait  many  hours.. 

This  morning  about  8  o’clock  the  Dandelion  arrived  with  Captain 
Duncan  and  two  scouts,  Sergeant  Myron  J.  Emmick  and  George  W. 
Quinby,  bearing  the  following  lines  from  General  Howard: 


Headquarters  Department  of  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Near  Savannah  Canal ,  Georgia. 

Sir:  We  have  met  with  perfect  success  thus  far.  Troops  in  fine  spirits  and  near  by. 
Respectfully, 

0.  O.  Howard, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 

Commander  of  U.  S.  Naval  Forces, 

Vicinity  of  Savannah,  Ga. 


Captain  Duncan  states  that  our  forces  were  in  contact  with  the  reb¬ 
els  a  few  miles  outside  of  Savannah.  He  says  they  are  not  in  want  of 

anything.  _  .  , 

Perhaps  no  event  could  give  greater  satisfaction  to  the  country  than 
that  which  I  announce,  and  I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  the  United 

States  Government  on  its  occurrence.  .  . 

It  may  perhaps,  be  exceeding  my  province,  but  I  can  not  retrain 
from  expressing  the  hope  that  the  Department  will  commend  Captain 
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Duncan  and  his  companions  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  for 
some  mark  of  approbation  for  the  success  in  establishing  communica¬ 
tions  between  General  Sherman  and  the  fleet. 

It  was  an  enterprise  that  required  both  skill  and  courage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgrf.n, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideoh  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Nary,  to  Commander  Wil¬ 
liamson ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  inform  Major-  General  Sherman ,  U.  S.  Army, 
regarding  immediate  steps  taken  for  cooperation. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  12,  186 j. 
Sir:  I  send  the  Dandelion  to  Ossabaw  to  bring  me  any  information 
from  General  Sherman  which  you  may  have  received. 

In  the  event  of  receiving  any  information  from  General  Sherman 
during  the  absence  of  the  Dandelion ,  you  will  send  it  to  Wassaw,  to  be 
brought  to  me  without  delay  by  the  Jonquil. 

You  will  make  known  to  the  nearest  commanding  officer,  for  the 
information  of  General  Sherman,  that  the  naval  force  will  be  collected 
as  rapidly  as  possible  to  cooperate  with  him. 

The  Sangamon  (ironclad)  is  just  now  leaving  for  Tv bee  and  other 
orders  have  been  issued. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  J.  C.  Williamson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flag ,  Ossabaw. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Batch, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Rayed  Harbor,  December  12,  186 lh 
Sir:  You  wih  proceed  with  the  Pawnee  under  your  command  to 
Savannah  River,  for  duty  at  that  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Commander  Geo.  B.  Balch, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 

[Sonoma  ordered  to  Ossabaw;  Canandaigua,  Oleander,  Larkspur, 
Jr  is,  6.  P.  Williams,  John  Griffith,  and  Para  ordered  to  Savannah 
River.  J 
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Letter  from  Bear- Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General 

Sherman ,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  measures  for  establishing  a  con¬ 
nection  between  them. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Tybee  Roads,  S.  C. ,  December  13,  186 f 

General:  Captain  Duncan  reached  me  on  the  12th  at  8  a.  m. 

I  have  two  ironclads  at  Wassaw,  and  a  force  of  gunboats  at  Ossa- 
baw  and  Savannah  River;  will  await  your  movements  to  establish  a 
connection. 

The  best  may  be  by  the  Ogeechee;  this  is  guarded  by  Fort  McAllis¬ 
ter,  which  has  always  resisted  attack  by  water,  but  would  be  easily 
reduced  from  the  rear.  The  rebels  have  no  force  of  consequence 
south  of  the  McAllister. 

The  Vernon  is  guarded  by  Battery  Beaulieu;  the  Little  Ogeechee 
by  Rosedew,  both  able  to  keep  vessels  from  passing  the  narrow  chan¬ 
nels,  but  of  no  force  landward. 

The  island  [Deveaux’s  Neck]  formed  by  the  Coosawhatchie  and 
Tulifinny,  head  of  Broad  River,  is  crossed  by  the  railroad,  and  is  now 
occupied  south  of  the  railroad  by  General  Foster,  whose  batteries  will 
reach  it. 

I  think  you  will  find  the  rivers  going  into  Ossabaw  convenient  for 
communication. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

[Major-General  Sherman.  ] 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Com¬ 
mander  Fillehrown,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  for  a  vigilant  watch  in  Wassaw 

Sound ,  in  view  of  condition  of  affairs  in  Savannah. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Tybee  Roads,  S.  C. ,  December  13,  1861+. 

Sir:  The  desperate  state  of  rebel  affairs  in  Savannah  renders  greater 
vigilance  than  before  requisite  to  guard  Wassaw. 

The  rebel  ironclads  may  thus  be  driven  to  an  attack  on  the  Passaic , 
as  the  least  of  evils. 

You  have,  therefore,  every  reason  to  keep  a  vigilant  eye  to  her 
movements,  and  be  prepared  in  time  for  them. 

1  did  intend  to  send  the  Sangamon  to  act  with  you,  but  that  would 
entirely  prevent  any  move  here,  and  I  desire  to  make  some  trial  to 
aid  the  Army. 

Keep  your  tug  well  advanced  up  the  river,  and  picket  boats  ahead 
of  her. 

If  she  moves,  it  will  be  at  high  water,  and  I  think  it  would  be  better 
to  draw  her  entirely  outside  in  the  open  sea,  where  she  will  not  work 
so  well  as  the  monitor,  and  also  will  give  the  Sangamon  a  chance  to 
get  out  and  ensure  her  capture. 

=  The  Nantucket  can  not  be  ready  for  several  days,  but  will  then  be 
here. 

Look  out  for  signals  from  the  light-house  here;  a  trial  wdl  be  made 
to-night. 
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The  Pawnee  will  join  you  to-night,  and  remain  until  something  more 
can  be  done.  I  rely  much  on  the  Passaic. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Bear- A  dmiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  T.  Scott  Fillebrown, 

Commanding  Ironclad  Passaic ,  Wassaw  [Sound]. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Davy,  to  Captain  Scott, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  duty  as  senior  officer  off  Charleston. 

Flag- Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Tybee  Roads,  8.  C. ,  December  13,  186 f 

Sir:  Conformably  to  the  order  of  the  Navy  Department,  you  will 
proceed  to  relieve  Captain  Green  in  command  of  the  Canandaigua. 

When  you  have  done  so,  1  desire  you  to  take  charge  of  the  force  off 
Charleston,  as  senior  officer. 

Captain  Green  will  turn  over  to  you  all  the  instructions,  general  and 
special,  relating  to  the  duty,  and  will  communicate  also  the  informa¬ 
tion  that  will  assist  you  in  carrying  it  on. 

At  this  time  it  is  particularly  important  that  a  vigilant  eye  should 
be  kept  on  the  rebel  ironclads;  their  affairs  are  becoming  desperate 
and  they  might  be  tempted  by  the  least  prospect  of  advantage  to  risk 
an  attack. 

I  have  no  fear  whatever  of  the  result  if  they  do  so,  and  only  hope 
it  may  occur  while  1  am  present.  At  this  time  the  important  business 
of  cooperating  with  General  Sherman  requires  me  to  be  here,  but  j-ou 
will  not  fail  to  apprise  me  instantly  of  any  unusual  move  made  by  the 
rebels. 

While  you  are  acting  as  senior  officer  it  will  be  impossible,  with 
the  reduced  force  of  the  squadron,  to  retain  the  Canandaigua  inside, 
or  even  at  Charleston.  You  will  therefore  temporarily  take  quarters 
in  any  of  the  vessels  inside  that  you  may  prefer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Bear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  G.  H.  Scott. 


Instructions  from  Bear- Admiral  Dahlgren,'  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  loung,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  measures  for  facilitating 
communication  with  the  army. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Tybee  Boads,  S.  C. ,  December  13,  1861 
Sir:  k  on  will  proceed  with  the  Sangamon  to  Wassaw. 

<i  11  01(  e1'  f°  facilitate  communication  with  the  army  of  General 
Shei  man  and  to  prepare  necessary  information  for  a  movement  by 
watei,  as  well  as  to  observe  the  enemy  and  keep  the  channel  clear,  you 
will  ha\  e  the  waters  thoroughly  scouted  every  night,  using  the  tun 
when  not  otherwise  employed. 

It  is  important  that  the  entrance  and  departure  of  vessels  at  Ossa- 
baw  should  be  made  with  ease,  by  night  as  well  as  by  day.  The  outer 
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buoy  should  therefore  be  lighted,  and  a  fixed  light  be  kept  steadily  on 
some  point  ashore. 

A  communication  by  signal  should  be  established  without  delay 
between  Wassaw  and  TV  bee  and  Ossabaw. 

A  tug  is  provided  at  Wassaw  for  communicating. 

Strict  attention  is  to  be  paid  to  any  movements  of  the  enemy,  par¬ 
ticularly  of  his  ironclads;  and  you  will  always  dispatch  the  tug  to  me 
instantly  on  receiving  any  communication  from  the  army,  or  in  the 
event  of  an  occurrence  that  may  seem  to  be  of  sufficient  importance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Jonathan  Young, 

Commanding  U  S.  S.  Sangamon. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-  Com¬ 
mander  Young ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sangamon. 


Savannah  River,  December  TJ,  1861+. 
Just  now  I  have  word  that  communication  is  open  with  General 
Sherman  at  Ossabaw,  and  I  shall  go  there  by  way  of  the  Creek  to 
W  assaw. 


Let  the  pilots  be  active  in  placing  the  buoys  to  go  up  the  river  and 
keep  a  vigilant  eye  on  the  movements  of  our  troops  and  the  enemy. 
Respectfully,  yours, 


J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Wassaw  Sound ,  Ga. ,  December  11+,  1861+. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Sangamon  to  Wassaw  and  report  to 
the  senior  officer  present  for  duty. 

You  will  instruct  Captain  Johnson  to  draw  the  chain  across  the 
Savannah  River,  and  to  still  continue  the  survey  as  far  up  as  possible; 
also  instruct  Captain  Johnson  to  drop  down  below  the  fort. 

You  will  send  the  Pawnee’s  boats  down  through  the  creek  in  charge 
of  a  competent  officer. 

Pilot  Haffards  will  bring  you  down. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Jonathan  Young, 

Commanding  Ironclad  Sangamon. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  arrival  of 
Major-General  Sherman ,  U  S.  Army ,  a7id  requesting  reinforcements 
for  aggressive  cooperation. 

Wassaw,  December  11+ ,  186  1+. 

Sir:  I  write  this  in  the  same  cabin  with  General  Sherman.  He  came 
round  here  with  General  Foster  to  meet  me. 
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I  was  engaged  in  buoying  Savannah  River  to  push  up  an  ironclad  to 
assist  in  attacking  Savannah  by  water,  and  left  this  morning  to  visit 
this  place  where  I  have  the  Passo/ic  and  PclwtisCj  then  to  Ossabaw, 
where  are  the  Flag  and  Sonoma ,  in  the  hope  of  communicating  with 
General  Sherman.  Meanwhile  he  had  just  walked  over  the  Fort 
McAllister  that  guards  the  Ogeechee  and  descended  to  the  Hag. 
General  Foster  came  in  afterwards  and  brought  him  here. 

The  mail  steamer  starts  soon  and  General  Foster  does  me  the  favor 
to  take  this  with  him  to  Hilton  Head. 

I  have  no  time  to  say  more  than  the  above,  as  General  Sherman  pro¬ 
poses  to  consult  immediately  on  measures. 

May  1  entreat  the  Department  to  reinforce  me  so  as  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  Department,  some  more  ironclads  for  Charleston,  some 
more  double-enders  for  the  rivers. 

I  can  not  express  to  the  Department  my  happiness  in  witnessing  and 
assisting  in  the  glorious  movement,  so  acceptable  to  our  great  country. 

My  only  wish  now  is  to  do  my  part. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Captain  Green ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-  Commander  Dana , 

U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  delivery  of  a  letter  ly  flag  of  truce  to  the  mili¬ 
tary  authorities  in  Charleston. 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams, 

Off  Morris  Island ,  South  Carolina ,  December  If  186 f 

Sir:  Please  have  the  accompanying  letter  delivered  by  a  flag  of 
truce  off  Breach  Inlet. 

Give  directions  for  the  flag-of-truce  boat  to  approach  the  inlet  no 
nearer  than  1-J-  or  2  miles,  there  to  anchor  and  await  the  arrival  of  a 
rebel  flag-of-truce  boat. 

The  vessel  from  which  the  boat  is  sent,  as  well  as  the  boat,  should 
show  a  flag  of  truce. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Green, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  H.  Dana, 

Comdg.  TJ.  S.  S.  Winona ,  Senior  Officer  Offshore  Blockade. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C.,  December  If  186 f 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren,  commanding 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  inform  you  that  he  has  pre¬ 
viously  made  known  his  willingness  to  receive  flags  of  truce  off 
Breach  Inlet,  and  by  that  it  was  understood  that  your  flags  of  truce 
were  to  come  from  that  inlet  or  its  immediate  vicinity,  and  that  his 
flags  of  truce  would  also  approach  in  the  same  direction. 

Subsequently,  General  Jones,  under  date  of  August  16,  last,  signi¬ 
fied  to  the  admiral  that  further  communications  by  flags  of  truce 
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would  be  received  by  way  of  Port  Royal  Ferry,  which  annulled  all 
arrangements  elsewhere. 

Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  is  willing,  as  heretofore,  to  meet  your 
flags  of  truce  coming  from  Breach  Inlet,  but  if  you  prefer  any  other 
place,  and  will  communicate  your  preference  to  him,  it  will  be  duly 
considered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ' 

J.  F.  Green, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 

Major-General  R.  Ransom, 

Commanding  Military  District ,  Charleston ,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Walton ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Dai 

Ching ,  regarding  loat  expedition  in  Big  Satilla  River ,  December 

15-17.  186b- 

U.  S.  S.  Dai  Ciiing, 

St.  Andrew’s  Sound ,  Georgia ,  December  ##,  186b. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 
the  loth  ultimo,  I  left  this  ship,  with  three  of  the  ship’s  boats  and  two 
boats  from  the  IT.  S.  bark  Ethan  Allen ,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign 
Bunting,  and  proceeded  up  the  Big  Satilla  River,  arriving  at  Crow 
Harbor  at  3  a.  m.  next  day. 

The  men  being  fatigued,  and  the  tide  not  answering,  we  disem¬ 
barked  and  cooked  rations,  after  which,  the  tide  having  turned,  and 
the  boat’s  crews  sufficiently  rested,  we  again  embarked  and  stood  up 
the  river,  arriving  at  the  Satilla  Mills  at  10  a.  m. ,  landed  without  opposi¬ 
tion,  and  marched  up  and  surrounded  the  mills  and  Mrs.  Penniman’s 
house.  From  Mrs.  Penniman  I  obtained  a  map  of  the  river,  and  also 
information  to  the  effect  that  the  enemy’s  pickets  were  not,  as  usual, 
stationed  at  that  place,  but  that  three  pickets  were  kept  posted  at  Yel¬ 
low  Bluff,  3  miles  farther  up  the  river.  Forty  rifle  pits  were  counted 
on  the  bluff  by  the  mills.  After  making  a  thorough  examination  of 
the  adjoining  buildings  and  grounds,  we  proceeded  toward  the  boats, 
when  one  of  the  Ethan  Allen’s  men  was  accidentally  shot  through  the 
fleshy  part  of  the  right  shoulder  by  one  of  our  crew. 

The  wound  did  not  appear  to  be  very  serious;  however,  I  immedi¬ 
ately  dispatched  the  first  cutter  and  had  the  wounded  man  conveyed 
to  the  ship  for  surgical  treatment.  The  remainder  of  the  boats  were 
headed  downstream,  when  we  landed  at  Cow  [Crow  ]  Harbor  to  wait  for 
the  flood  tide  and  to  cook  rations,  after  which  we  again  embarked  and 
stood  up  White  Oak  Creek,  passed  Red  Bluff  without  interruption, 
and  landed  at  a  supposed  picket  station  (12  miles  from  the  entrance  of 
the  creek).  Leaving  Acting  Ensign  Bunting  in  charge  of  the  boats 
and  howitzer,  we  marched  4  miles  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Morrison,  but 
found  no  picket  there.  After  examining  the  premises  we  returned  to 
the  boats,  bringing  two  able-bodied  contrabands  away  with  us,  and 
stood  down  the  river,  arriving  at  the  ship  at  1.30  p.  m.,  17th  ultimo. 

Hoping  this  rough  report  may  be  satisfactory, 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Walter  Walton, 

Acting  Ensign ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  C.  Chaplin, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Dai  Ching ,  St.  Andrew’s  Sound ,  Ga. 
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Commendatory  letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Daldgren ,  U  S.  Navy. , 
Lieutenant- Commander  Chaplin ,  /T.  A.  Wflwy,  commanding  U.  o.  S. 
Dai  Ching ,  regarding  boat  expedition  December  15-17 ,  1861/,. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Savannah  River ,  January  %,  ASAI. 

Sir:  1  have  received  the  report  of  an  expedition  from  your  vessel 
up  the  Big  Satilla  River  on  the  22d  ultimo,  and  am  always  gratified  at 
such  instances  of  activity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  C.  Chaplin, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Dai  Ching ,  St.  Andrew’s  Sound ,  Ga. 


Memorandum  of  instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Daldgren ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  Captain  Scott ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  operations  in  Vernon 
River. 


Vernon  River,  [Georgia],  December  17,  1861/. 

1.  The  firing  from  the  Sonoma  will  be  continued  at  Beaulieu,  the 
distance  regulated  by  your  judgment. 

2.  The  Griffith  will  assist  with  her  mortar,  firing  very  deliberately, 
bursting  two  shells  overhead  and  lodging  the  third,  to  burst  at  the  rate 
of  twenty  per  day,  and  intervals  of  fifteen  minutes. 

3.  Land  one,  two,  or  more  rifled  howitzers  on  Green  Island,  nearest 
to  Beaulieu,  and  fire  at  high  elevation.  They  will  range  3,500  to  4,000 
yards. 

4.  Have  the  shoal  marked  where  the  Harvest  Aloon  touched,  and 
any  other  marks  that  may  be  convenient  for  pushing  a  monitor  up 
toward  Beaulieu. 

5.  The  river  should  be  carefully  scouted  well  up  and  into  Burnside 
[River].  If  possible,  picket  boats  all  night. 

Very  respectfully, 


J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Adm  iral. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Daldgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rey¬ 
nolds,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C. ,  regarding  the 
forwarding  of  vessels. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Vernon  River,  Georgia,  December  19,  1861/. 
Sir:  The  Pettit  is  sent  to  you  for  service  at  Port  Royal. 

The  general  order  to  send  all  vessels  here  as  soon  as  repairs  are 
completed  is  annulled,  and  you  will  only  send  those  specially  ordered. 

When  a  vessel  with  mortar  ammunition  is  ready  in  every  respect 
you  may  send  her  to  Ossabaw  in  tow. 

.  4  °u  will  open  communications  addressed  to  me,  marked  “Requisi¬ 
tions,”  and  supply  requirements  according  to  your  judgment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

,,  ^  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding. 

Commander  Wm.  Reynolds, 

Commanding  Naval  Depot,  Port  Royal. 
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Report  of  Commander  Thompson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  senior  officer  in  Stono 

Inlet ,  regarding  Confederate  operations  in  that  vicinity. 

U.  S.  S.  Commodore  McDonough, 

Stono  Inlet ,  South  Carlina ,  December  20,  186 f 

Sir:  Some  of  the  new  works  which  the  enemy  are  erecting  on  John’s 
Island  have  been  and  are  being  discovered,  and  I  send  you  herewith 
a  sketch  of  their  position,  so  far  as  it  is  known.  These  works  appear 
to  be  very  formidable,  and  have,  no  doubt,  heavy  guns,  as  large  work¬ 
ing  gangs  with  teams  of  twenty -four  horses,  have  been  seen  moving 
ordnance  over  the  bridge  which  connects  James  with  John’s  Island. 

Both  sides  of  the  Stono  above  the  piles  are  strongly  picketed  near 
the  water.  Acting  Master  Meyers,  of  this  vessel,  who  passed  up  the 
river  recently  under  cover  of  night  as  far  as  Grimball’s  house,  heard 
the  pickets  conversing  unintelligibly  to  him.  Owing  to  the  darkness 
nothing  could  be  discovered  as  to  the  operations  of  the  enemy,  who 
build  no  fires  at  their  picket  posts  at  night  and  withdraw  their  pickets 
from  observation  by  da}T.  It  is  said  that  the  approaches  inland  on 
John’s  Island  are  guarded  by  trained  bloodhounds. 

On  the  Kiawah  side  of  John’s  Island  a  house  not  far  distant  from 
our  anchorage  in  which  lights  had  been  seen,  indicating  its  occupancy 
by  the  enemy’s  pickets  at  night,  was  burned  about  the  first  of  this 
month  by  Acting  Master  Meyers,  accompanied  by  Acting  Ensign 
Dexter,  of  the  Sweet  Brier.  On  a  second  reconnoissance  in  the  same 
direction  Mr.  Meyers  discovered  a  number  of  the  enemy  partially 
concealed  in  the  grass,  whose  design  was  evidently  his  capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Thompson, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Block.  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report 
regarding  expedition  in  Altamaha  River ,  Georgia ,  Decembei ■  20, 186 J 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Savannah  River ,  January  2,  1865. 

Sir:  I  enclose  for  the  information  of  the  Department  the  report  of 
Acting  Master  I.  A.  Pennell,  commanding  the  Ethan  Allen. 

The  general  efficiency  of  Acting  Master  Pennell,  and  his  activity,  as 
exemplified,  induce  me  to  recommend  him  to  the  notice  of  the  Navy 
Department  for  promotion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren. 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Bark  Ethan  Allen, 

St.  Sim, on’s  Sound ,  Georgia,  December  22,  1861 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report:  _ 

IJavino-  learned  from  a  contraband  that  there  was  a  picket  station  at 
Troop’s  plantation,  20  miles  up  the  Altamaha  River,  I  fitted  out  an 
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expedition  and  left  the  ship  at  dark  on  the  evening  of  the  20th  instant, 
with  launch  and  howitzer  and  other  boats,  with  3  officers  and  40  men. 
Arriving  at  the  plantation  at  2  a.  m.,  sent  my  guide  for  an  old  negro, 
who,  I  had  been  informed,  could  lead  me  to  the  camp.  He  soon  came 
down  to  the  boats,  and  informed  me  that  they  were  encamped  at  a 
house  about  2  miles  inland,  and  olfered  to  lead  me  to  them,  which  duty 
he  performed  faithfully.  We  arrived  at  the  house  about  3  a.  m.,  and 
surrounded  it,  captured  7  of  the  picket  men  with  7  horses,  and  their 
arms,  consisting  of  5  rifled  and  1  old  flintlock  musket;  a  corporal 
and  one  man  that  was  on  guard  escaped.  I  also  captured  a  Mr.  Saw¬ 
yer,  at  one  time  first  lieutenant  of  the  company,  but  said  he  had 
resigned.  Finding  an  old  scow  at  the  head  of  the  canal,  I  concluded 
to  wait  for  high  water  to  float  it  out  and  bring  off  the  horses,  which  I 
succeeded  in  doing.  While  waiting,  the  whole  force  of  the  county, 
with  Captain  Hunter’s  company  of  cavalry,  about  60  men,  came  down 
on  us  and  attempted  to  drive  us  off;  we  had  some  sharp  skirmishing 
with  them  for  four  hours.  Soon  as  the  tide  flowed  enough  to  float  the 
launch  within  range,  I  threw  shell  and  grape  into  the  houses  in  which 
they  were  secreted,  causing  them  to  fall  back  to  the  woods,  out  of 
range.  At  high  water  1  succeeded  in  floating  the  scow  out  of  the  canal 
and  embarked  with  the  prisoners  and  horses,  also  7  contrabands;  one 
of  them,  the  old  negro  who  piloted  me  to  the  camp,  and  returned  on 
board  at  la.  m,,  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  instant.  The  prisoners  I 
will  forward  to  you  by  the  first  opportunity.  As  regards  the  horses, 
I  await  your  orders.  I  regret  to  state  that  one  of  my  men  was  slightly 
wounded  in  the  foot  b}^  the  accidental  discharge  of  one  of  the  captured 
muskets  while  passing  it  into  the  boats. 

T  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  A.  Pennell, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Commendatory  letter  from,  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  to 
Acting  Master  Pennell ,  U.  S.  JVavy ,  commanding  U.  S.  hark  Ethan 
Allen ,  for  expedition  in  Altamaha  River ,  December  20.  186 f 

Flag -Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Savannah  River ,  South  Carolina ,  January  2,  I860. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  report  of  an  expedition  by  you  on  the  20th 
ultimo. 

The  proceeding  is  highly  creditable  to  you  and  the  officers  and  men 
concerned. 

!  have  therefore  written  favorably  of  you  to  the  Navy  Department. 
4  on  will  read  this  on  your  quarter-deck  to  all  hands. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron . 
Acting  Master  I.  A.  Pennell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Ethan  Allen. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Winona ,  Lieutenant- Commander  Dana , 

TJ  S.  Wavy ,  commanding. 

December  20,  186 f — Ossabaw  Sound.  Commences  to  1  a.  m.  Ship 
at  anchor  in  Vernon  River.  Second  and  third  cutters  away  on  picket 
duty.  At  12:30  a.  m.  ship  swung  to  ebb  tide.  At  daylight  picket 
boats  returned.  At  6:30  a.  in.  flagship  went  to  sea  and  stood  to  the 
N.  E.  From  8  to  meridian:  Pawnee  came  in  and  anchored  near  the  Flag. 
At  11: 10  a.  m.  batteries  opened  on  the  /Sonoma’,  fire  was  returned. 
At  1:30  p.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the  river.  At  3:30 
came  to  anchor  and  moored  ship  head  and  stern  in  Vernon  River,  near 
the  Sonoma ,  about  2f  miles  from  Fort  Beaulieu.  Captain  went  on 
board  the  Sonoma  and  returned.  Commenced  firing  upon  Fort  Beau¬ 
lieu  with  30-pounder  Parrott  rifle.  At  5  p.  m.  ceased  firing,  having 
fired  3  rounds.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.  sent  picket  boat  out  ahead. 

December  21.—  At  8:30  a.  m.  got  underway,  dropping  up  with  the 
flood  tide.  Commenced  shelling  the  fort  with  rifle  Xl-inch  pivot  and 
latterly  with  howitzers.  Expended  11  Xl-inch  shell,  19  30-pounder 
Parrott  percussion,  6  howitzer  shells.  At  10  a.  m.  called  away  all 
boats,  manned  and  armed  them  for  assaulting.  At  10:05  saw  the 
American  ensign  flying  on  Fort  Beaulieu.  Ships  cheered;  captain  left 
in  the  gig  and  proceeded  up  to  the  fort.  Gunboat  Geranium  went 
inside  the  obstructions  and  anchored  near  the  forts.  At  10:30  we 
anchored  near  the  forts;  the  Geranium  went  up  the  river  and  shelled 
the  woods.  At  11:30  saw  the  American  ensign  flying  on  Battery 
Rosedew.  At  12:15  p.  m.  the  Sonoma  got  underway  and  proceeded 
up  the  river  a  short  distance  and  anchored  near  the  obstructions  near 
the  forts.  Sonoma  made  signals  to  us,  boat  code;  we  replied.  The 
Geranium  proceeded  up  the  creek  and  communicated  with  flag  of 
truce.  From  4  to  8  p.  m.  admiral’s  flag  was  seen  on  mortar  schooner. 
Schooner  made  signals  to  us,  boat  code;  we  repeated  them  to  the 
Sonoma.  Geranium  passed  with  the  admiral  on  board,  with  orders  to 
get  ready  for  sea.  At  8  p.  m.  proceeded  down  the  river. 


Letter  from  Major-  General  Howard ,  If.  S.  Army ,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  capture  of  Savannah,  Ga. 

IIdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah ,  Ga.,  December  21,  186 f. 
Sir:  Savannah  is  ours,  with  upward  of  sixty  heavy  guns  and  a  large 
quantity  of  public  property,  cars,  cotton,  etc.  In  the  absence  of 
General  Sherman,  General  Howard  requests  you  to  clear  away  the 
torpedoes  and  other  obstructions  in  the  Savannah  River  channel. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  Dayton, 

Aid-de-  Camp. 

Admiral  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Captures  of  Federal  boats’  crews ,  Deceiriber  FI  and  31 ,  1861^. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports. 

No.  18.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  January  9 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  two  mishaps,  in  a 
small  way,  that  have  occurred  recently. 

One  is  the  absence,  and  probable  capture,  of  two  of  the  picket 
launches  oh'  Charleston. 

On  the  night  of  the  30th  December  they  occupied  their  custom¬ 
ary  post  in  advance  of  the  picket  monitor  and  tugs.  Toward  morning 
the  wind  increased  to  a  gale  from  the  southward,  with  considerable 
sea.  Before  daylight  the  other  boats  pulled  or  were  towed  in,  but 
the  launches  were  missing,  and  were  supposed  to  be  last  seen  inside  of 
Sumter. 

Nothing  has  been  heard  of  them  since,  and  there  is  hardly  a  doubt 
that  they  have  been  captured  by  the  rebels. 

The  other  event  alluded  to  is  just  reported  to  me. 

Two  boats  left  the  Dai  Ching  on  the  21st  December  (under  order 
No.  97,*  copy  enclosed);  three  refugees  acted  as  guides. 

According  to  their  accounts,  in  approaching  a  certain  point  where  a 
rebel  force  was  suspected,  two  of  them  landed  to  reconnoiter,  advising 
the  officer  of  the  boats  not  to  go  farther  until  they  had  examined. 

They  did  so,  descried  a  rebel  force,  and  returned  to  give  intelligence. 

Meanwhile  the  officer  in  the  boats  continued  to  go  ahead,  and  was 
quickly  under  tire. 

The  refugee  who  remained  in  the  boat  states  that  the  boats  were 
surrendered  without  resistance,  and  that  when  only  two  or  three  of 
our  men  had  been  wounded. 

It  is  impossible,  of  course,  to  arrive  at  a  correct  decision  without 
hearing  from  our  own  men,  and  this  will  not  be  practicable  for  some 
time. 

If  the  accounts  of  the  refugees  are  correct,  the  conduct  of  the  officer 
has  been  very  censurable. 

I  herewith  enclose  copies  of  reports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Captured  December  31,  1861:  In  Wabash's  launch,  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  A.  F.  Rich  and  4  men  of  the  Alary  Sanford ,  5  of  the  Nipsic,  and 
3  of  the  Flambeau;  in  Pawned s  launch,  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Fitz¬ 
gerald  and  5  men  of  the  Pontiac ,  5  of  the  Sonoma ,  2  of  the  John 
Adams ,  and  1  of  the  Wamsutta. 

Captured  December  22,  1864:  Acting  Ensign  Gus.  A.  Steins,  2 
boats  and  crews  of  12  men  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Dcd  Ching.  A  letter  on 
hie  m  the  Navy  Department  contains  a  statement  that  this  capture  was 
made  near  Red  Bluff,  S.  C.,  by  a  party  of  25,  under  Captain  Nathan 
Brown,  Fourth  Georgia  Cavalry,  after  a  stout  resistance  by  Steins,  in 
which  he  was  severely  wounded.  Union  casualties  9,  Confederate  1. — 
Compilers.] 


*See  order  dated  November  22,  1864. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  January  2,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report: 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st  December,  1861,  the  picket  boats  were 
recalled  at  4:30  a.  m.,  earlier  than  usual,  on  account  of  the  strong- 
flood  tide  and  wind  from  S.  S.  W.,  which  was  steadily  increasing. 
The  tug  Gladiolus  wras  directed  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
advance  picket  monitor  Nahant  to  go  and  assist  the  boats,  which  he 
did,  and  succeeded  in  getting  fast  to  six  of  them;  two  were  missing, 
and  not  to  be  seen.  I  requested  Acting  Ensign  Boughton,  of  the  tug, 
to  tow  the  boats  to  the  monitor,  and  then  we  returned  and  stood  as 
far  up  the  channel  as  was  thought  advisable  by  Captain  Boughton  and 
myself.  Saw  the  boats  near  Fort  Sumter,  too  far  off  to  render  them 
any  assistance,  and  rapidly  drifting  up  the  harbor.  We  then  returned 
to  the  monitor;  the  Gladiolus  took  the  remaining  boats  in  tow,  and 
stood  down  to  the  fleet.  Great  credit  is  due  to  Acting  Ensign  Bough¬ 
ton,  commanding  Gladiolus ,  for  the  skill  and  energy  he  displayed  in 
saving  the  remaining  boats,  which,  but  for  his  assistance,  would  have 
inevitably  been  lost.  Enclosed  is  a  list  of  officers,  men,  arms,  and 
equipments  of  missing  boats. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  C.  Bicker, 

Acting  Master,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  Charge  of  Picket  Boats. 

Captain  J.  F.  Green. 


Additional  report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report. 

No.  43.]  Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  January  W,  1865. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  report  just  received  from  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
A.  F.  Rich,  which  verifies  the  previous  conjecture  of  the  capture  of 
the  launch  commanded  by  him.  It  is  necessarily  restricted  in  its 
terms,  but  I  infer  from  the  phrase  that  “A  portion  of  its  equipments 
were  captured”  that  he  had  the  judgment  to  throw  overboard  the 
howitzers  and  other  articles  which  it  was  important  should  not  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  rebels. 

How  far  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Rich  may  have  acquitted  himself 
properly,  I  can  not  say;  but  he  has  done  good  service  before  in  scout¬ 
ing  duty,  and  there  is  no  reason,  therefore,  to  believe  that  he  has 
fallen  short  in  this  instance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

Charleston,  January  11,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  painful  duty  to  inform  you  that  myself,  crew,  boat, 
and  a  portion  of  its  equipments  were  captured  upon  the  evening  of 
the  31st  of  December  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  Si  C. 
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I  made  every  attempt  that  lay  in  my  power  to  work  the  boat  off 
shore;  but  all  of  my  efforts  proved  unsuccessful. 

My  crew  were  sent  to  Florence  upon  the  4th  of  January. 

Although  a  prisoner,  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been 
very  kindly  treated  and  received  every  attention  from  the  hands  of 
my  captors  that  a  prisoner  could  possibly  expect. 

I  hope  that  I  soon  may  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  you  a  more 
definite  statement  of  the  affair. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  Rich, 

Acting  Master's  Mate ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  /South  Atlantic  Blockading  /Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Reynolds ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  at  Port 

Royal,  forwarding  mails  and  sending  congratulations  on  the  fall  of 

Savannah. 

U.  S.  Ship  New  Hampshire, 

Port  Royal ,  December  $ 3 ,  186 b. 

Sir:  I  have  j ust  learned  that  you  are  at  Pulaski  (from  General  Foster) 
and  send  the  Pettit  with  your  mails  received  per  steamer  Cassandra. 

General  Foster  desired  another  gunboat  up  Broad  River.  There  is 
none  here  to  send,  and  I  should  think  the  two  double-enders  are  enough. 

I  sent  the  Arethusa  to  Charleston  last  night  on  receiving  the  fleet 
captain’s  letter  (or  copy  of  it)  to  General  Foster  about  Tattnall’s  inten¬ 
tion  to  run  out  with  the  Savannah  with  the  news  to  Captain  Scott. 
She  has  not  yet  returned. 

I  have  only  the  Chatham  now.  Will  you  let  the  Pettit  return?  I 
have  not  had  any  repairs  made  to  her  as  yet. 

Now  for  Charleston.  Should  you  meet  the  general,  will  you  add 
my  congratulations  on  the  fall  of  Savannah. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Reynolds 

Commander ,  Commanding  Naval  Depot. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  events 
immediately  preceding  the  occupation  of  Savannah  by  the  Union 
forces. 

No.  597.]  Flag-Steamer  Pawnee, 

Near  Savannah ,  Ga. ,  December  S3,  186b- 
Sir:  4he  departure  of  a  mail  steamer  enables  me  to  convey  to  the 
Department  the  latest  information  to  date.  Where  the  narrative  of 
events  ended  with  my  last  dispatch  I  am  unable  to  say.  The  necessity 
°l  •  jn°i«V  rapidly  ai)d  the  want  of  a  suitable  flagship  compels  me  to 

shift  fiom  one  vessel  to  another,  and  leave  clerks,  documents,  and 
lecoids  behind.  Until  I  knew  exactly  where  General  Sherman  would 
prefei  to  establish  communications  with  me  and  connect  his  operations 
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I  had  to  be  prepared  at  the  different  points  between  which  a  choice 
laid.  The  force  1  could  collect  was  therefore  distributed  at  Savannah 
River,  Wassaw,  Ossabaw,  St.  Catherine’s,  and  even  as  low  as  Bruns¬ 
wick. 

On  meeting1  General  Sherman  I  drew  in  my  force  on  the  first  three 
places,  placing  two  ironclads  at  Wassaw,  to  insure  the  detention  of 
the  rebel  ironclads,  and  one  in  the  Savannah  River  in  order  to  move 
up  near  the  obstructions  and  assist  directly  in  the  movement  of  the 
army  on  the  city  of  Savannah,  some  gunboats  being  left  in  the  Ossabaw 
for  the  communications. 

On  the  13th  General  Sherman  advanced  with  his  army  toward  the 
city,  enveloped  it  and  all  its  outworks  south  of  the  river,  and,  in 
seeking  to  connect  with  my  force,  fell  in  with  Fort  McAllister,  located 
on  the  south  bank  of  the  Ogeechee;  promptly  a  division  was  moved 
to  the  assault  and  carried  it.  This  enabled  General  Sherman  to  com¬ 
municate  with  me  in  person,  and  a  direct  attack  was  contemplated  on 
Beaulieu,  defending  the  Vernon  and  Burnside  rivers,  by  which  a 
better  communication  would  be  established  and  a  nearer  approach 
made  to  the  city.  General  Howard  made  a  personal  recon noissance 
with  Fleet  Captain  Bradford  to  decide  on  the  direction  a  column 
should  take  to  the  rear,  whilst  my  forces  moved  on  the  front.  To  this 
end  1  brought  round  the  ironclad  from  Savannah  River,  which,  with 
the  Pawnee ,  Sonoma,  Winona ,  and  three  mortar  schooners,  were  all 
that  I  could  draw  off  from  other  places  for  the  purpose. 

On  the  18th  General  Sherman  came  on  board  the  flagship,  having 
fully  invested  Savannah  on  the  land  side,  while  the  navy  held  every 
avenue  by  water.  General  Sherman  sent  a  summons  to  surrender, 
which  was  declined  by  General  Hardee,  on  the  ground  that  he  held 
his  two  lines  of  defense  and  was  in  communication  with  his  superior 
authority.  General  Sherman  therefore  prepared  to  attack.  His  army 
was  gradually  drawing  closer  on  Savannah  River,  and  in  order  to  cut¬ 
off  the  escape  of  the  rebel  forces  he  concluded  it  would  be  better  to 
send  a  division  to  reinforce  the  troops  of  General  Foster  up  Broad 
River,  and  make  a  serious  attack  there  in  the  direction  of  the  railroad, 
whilst  that  on  Beaulieu  would  be  limited  to  the  naval  commander, 
which  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  had  been  begun  and  continued  with 
deliberation  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Scott  in  the  Sonoma ,  assisted 
for  a  day  or  so  by  the  mortar  of  the  Griffith,  Acting  Master  Ogilvie. 
To  insure  the  exact  concurrence  of  the  several  forts,  the  general 
went  with  me  to  Hilton  Head  in  my  steamer  and  General  Foster  was 
made  fully  acquainted  with  the  design.  Late  on  Monday  I  put  to 
sea,  but  to  avoid  detention  from  the  increasing  gale  the  pilot  preferred 
to  follow  the  interior  passage,  and,  when  near  Ossabaw,  my  steamer 
grounded.  We  started  in  the  barg'e  to  pull  and  were  nearly  in  the 
waters  of  Ossabaw  when  a  tug  came  along  with  the  following  telegram 
for  General  Sherman: 

From  Station,  Near  Headquarters,  December  21,  1864 — m. 

General  Howard  reports  one  of  General  Leggett’s  brigades  near  Savannah,  and  no 
enemv.  Prisoners  say  the  city  is  abandoned,  and  enemy  gone  to  Hardeeville,  [S.  C.]. 

Woods  captured  6  guns,  Slocum  got  8  guns,  and  is  moving  on  the  city. 

,  Dayton,  Aid-de-Camp. 

General  Sherman. 

It  was  now  about  3  p.  m.  General  Sherman  hastened  to  his  head¬ 
quarters,  and  I  to  the  division  of  vessels  lying  in  front  of  Beaulieu. 
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The  facts  of  the  case  were  soon  apparent.  Captain  Scott,  of  the 
Sonoma ,  was  in  possession  of  Forts  Beaulieu  and  Rosedew.  I  landed 
at  the  former  and  after  giving  some  brief  directions  was  on  my  way 
from  it,  when  I  received  a  note  from  General  Sherman,  dated  b:30 
p.  m.,  with  two  telegrams  from  General  Howard,  one  saying:  “Tatt¬ 
nall  intends  to  run  the  blockade  tonight."  The  other:  '"Rebel  boat, 
Savannah ,  with  Tattnall  in,  is  just  out  of  our  reach.” 

I  did  not  apprehend  that  this  intention  to  escape  could  be  carried 
into  effect. 

The  two  ironclads  which  I  had  at  Wassaw  blocked  the  best  way  out, 
and  1  did  not  believe  that  the  rebel  ram  could  be  brought  over  the 
shallows  of  the  Savannah  River,  save  under  the  most  favorable  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  a  high  tide  and  an  easterly  wind.  At  this  time  it  was 
blowing  a  gale  from  the  northwest. 

Still  it  did  not  seem  proper  to  allow  the  public  interests  to  incur  the 
least  risk  that  was  avoidable  in  a  matter  so  important,  so  I  ordered  the 
Pawnee  to  tow  the  Nantucket  to  Savannah  River,  and  her  commander 
being  too  ill  to  be  on  deck,  Fleet-Captain  Bradford  volunteered  for  the 
duty. 

It  was  3  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  21st  when  I  laid  down  for  a 
few  hours’  rest,  and  as  my  steamer  was  still  aground,  got  into  my 
barge  at  7  a.  m.,  pulled  to  Wassaw,  then  across  that  sound  into  the 
pass  to  the  Savannah  River,  and  had  nearly  reached  the  Savannah 
River,  when  a  tug  came  along,  which  relieved  the  faithful  seamen  of 
their  severe  labor  in  a  heavy  gale,  wet  to  the  skin  as  they  were.  I 
arrived  about  noon,  hoisted  my  flag  on  the  Wissahickon ,  Captain  John¬ 
son,  and  proceeded  up  the  river  with  the  Winona,  Captain  Dana,  and 
two  tugs. 

About  4  p.  m.  the  obstructions  across  the  channel  near  the  head  of 
Elba  Island  compelled  me  to  anchor  a  short  distance  below  the  city. 

This  hasty  and  off-hand  narrative  will  give  the  Department  some 
idea  of  the  events,  as  seen  from  my  standpoint,  that  immediately"  pre¬ 
ceded  the  occupation  of  Savannah  by  the  Union  forces. 

The  glorious  flag  of  the  Union  once  more  waved  over  the  ramparts 
of  the  forts  and  the  city,  and  the  vessels  of  the  Navy,  on  the  water. 

Savannah  has  been  taken  in  the  onlyr  way,  probably,  that  it  was 
assailable.  In  every  other  the  defenses  were  complete  and  powerful, 
extending  over  every  approach,  and  including  the  rivers  that  traversed 
the  country  to  the  southward,  so  that  an  attack  in  those  quarters  could 
not  have  succeeded. 

It  is  one  of  the  first  fruits  of  the  brilliant  campaign  commencing  at 
Atlanta,  and  of  that  fine  conception,  the  march  through  Georgia,  but 
is  not  the  last,  and  General  Sherman  has  but  to  follow  out  his  plans  in 
order  to  reap  still  greater  advantages  for  the  country  and  renown  for 
himself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

hear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Com¬ 
mander  Quackenbush,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Patapsco. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Savannah  River ,  Georgia ,  December  23,  186 f 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Charleston  and  report  to  Captain  G.  H. 
Scott,  senior  officer  at  that  place,  to  relieve  Lieutenant-Commander 
Madigan  in  the  command  of  the  ironclad  Ratapsco. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Adtnircd ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad/ron. 
Lieutenant-Commander  S.  P.  Quackenbush. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report 
regarding  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Julia ,  off  Alligator  Creek , 
South  Carolina ,  December  '23,  1861/. 

No.  604.]  Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Off  Charleston ,  December  30,  186 f 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  reports  stating  the  capture  of  the  English 
blockade  runner  Julia ,  a  vessel  of  some  notoriety  in  the  business. 

She  was  towed  into  Port  Royal  on  the  28th  instant  for  repairs  to 
her  engines,  which  were  disabled  and  not  in  motion. 

She  will  be  sent  north  when  in  condition  for  sea. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Acacia, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  December  25,  186 Ip. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  at  the  mouth  of  Alliga¬ 
tor  Creek,  South  Carolina,  of  the  blockade  runner  Julia ,  of  Glasgow. 

She  has  a  valuable  cargo  of  cotton,  and  was  captured  under  the  fol¬ 
lowing  circumstances: 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  instant,  while  on  my  way  from  Charles¬ 
ton  Bar  to  Georgetown,  with  provisions  for  the  U.  S.  S.  Canandaigua , 
after  passing  Cape  Romain  Shoal,  I  altered  my  course  to  N.  by  E.  £  E., 
when  two  white  smokestacks  close  inshore  were  reported  from  the 
masthead.  A  steamer  was  apparently  blowing  off  steam.  I  immedi¬ 
ately  altered  my  course,  and  on  closing  in  toward  the  bar,  discovered 
her  to  be  a  side-wheel  steamer  of  perhaps  400  tons.  No  colors  could 
be  seen.  As  we  approached  nearer,  her  decks  appeared  crowded  with 
men,  her  boats  were  lowered,  and  apparently  preparations  were  made 
to  abandon  her.  I  ran  in  as  near  as  the  depth  of  the  water  would 
admit  (which  was  about  2  miles  distant),  and  tired  a  shell  over  her.  At 
the  same  time  I  hoisted  the  American  ensign.  As  this  met  with  no 
response,  I  lowered  the  only  two  serviceable  boats  I  had,  and  armed 
them  for  boarding.  I  fired  another  shell  and  a  solid  shot  over  my 
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boats,  when  the  steamer  displayed  white  flags  at  her  masthead  and  in 
the  fore-rigging,  and  I  ceased  firing.  My  boats  were  now  rapidly 
nearing  her,  the  gig  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  H.  T.  Blake,  with 
Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Thomas  D.  Crosby,  Acting  Assist¬ 
ant  Paymaster  Joseph  Foster,  Acting  Master’s  Mate  W  illiam  J.  McFad- 
den,  and  8  men;  the  third  cutter  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
Fuller,  with  6  men.  The  last  boat  was  seen  pulling  from  the  steamer 
when  my  boats  were  not  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant.  I  he  boats 
boarded  simultaneously  and  took  possession  of  the  steamer  without 
opposition,  not  a  soul  remaining  on  board.  The  American  ensign  was 
hoisted  at  the  fore  at  12:20  p.  m.  As  soon  as  I  saw  this  I  went  on 
board  of  her  myself  in  my  dingey,  taking  with  me  Acting  Third 
Assistant  Engineer  J.  K.  Wright,  who  afterwards  rendered  efficient 
service  in  his  department.  I  found  the  steamer  aground,  but  believ¬ 
ing  that  she  could  be  got  off,  I  ordered  the  attempt  made  by  kedging. 

Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Thomas  D.  Crosby  now  reported 
to  me  that  her  engines  had  been  purposely  disabled  by  her  engineers 
(see  his  accompanying  report).  I  requested  him  to  repair  them  if 
possible.  He  at  once  set  about  this  task  with  an  energy  which  insured 
success,  and  he  was  ably  assisted  by  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer 
J.  K.  Wright. 

The  attempt  to  kedge  her  off  proved  partially  successful  under  the 
active  superintendence  of  Acting  Ensign  H.  T.  Blake,  and  she  was 
moved  about  one-eighth  of  a  mile.  At  4  p.  m.  temporary  repairs 
were  completed,  enabling  the  engines  to  be  worked,  but  the  falling  of 
the  tide  prevented  her  from  coming  off.  Finding  it  useless  to  try  to 
get  her  afloat  at  that  stage  of  the  tide,  I  sent  my  gig  to  the  ship  in 
charge  of  Acting  Ensign  H.  T.  Blake,  with  instructions  to  send  me 
more  men,  more  muskets,  and  ammunition,  and  arranged  with  him 
concerted  signals  by  which  I  could  call  assistance  if  attacked. 

The  boat  returned  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  A.  S.  Rounds,  jr. , 
who  sounded  out  the  channel  on  his  way  in. 

When  he  arrived  on  board,  I  rigged  boarding  nettings  and  armed 
the  men  to  resist  any  attack  that  might  be  made  from  the  shore.  I 
also  sent  in  two  boats  to  reconnoiter,  and  if  possible  to  capture  the 
Julia’s  boats,  but  in  this  they  were  unsuccessful,  as  they  had  been 
taken  up  Alligator  Creek.  At  1  a.  m.  on  the  24th,  it  being  half  tide, 
the  Julia  floated,  and  I  got  underway  and  stood  out  to  the  ship  and 
anchored.  I  now  returned  to  my  vessel,  leaving  Acting  Ensign  A.  S. 
Rounds,  jr.,  in  charge  of  the  Julia ,  with  a  prize  crew. 

I  gave  orders,  when  the  Julia  was  first  seen,  that  a  bright  lookout 
should  be  kept  for  other  vessels  from  which  we  might  obtain  assist¬ 
ance,  but  no  vessel  came  in  sight  or  within  signal  distance. 

At  daylight  on  the  24th  I  towed  the  prize  farther  offshore,  that  I 
might  leave  her  with  safety,  and  proceeded  to  Georgetown  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  orders  of  the  senior  officer  off  Charleston.  1  left  on  her 
Acting  Ensign  Andre  S.  Rounds,  jr.,  commanding,  Acting  Second 
Assistant  Engineer  Thomas  D.  Crosb}q  in  charge  of  her  engines,  Act¬ 
ing  Second  Assistant  Engineer  J.  K.  Wright,  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
G.  W.  Fuller,  and  9  men,  with  instructions  to  come  to  anchor  until 
my  return  from  Georgetown,  and  to  continue  the  repairs  upon  the 
engines.  On  my  return  to  the  Julia  at  4  p.  m. ,  and  finding  the  neces¬ 
sary  repairs  not  completed,  and  my  officers  and  men  worn  out  by  their 
constant  and  unusual  exertions,  I  came  to  anchor  for  the  night  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  them  rest,  and  completing  the  repairs. 
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At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  I  got  underway,  the  Acacia 
taking  the  Julia  m  tow,  as  there  was  still  much  difficulty  in  starting 
ierjG  j^meS‘  ‘V  ®  a>  UK  cas^  the  hawser  from  the  Acacia  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  toward  Charleston  Bar,  the  Acacia  keeping  within  hailing  dis¬ 
tance  to  render  any  assistance  that  might  be  required.  Arrived  off 
Charleston  Bar  at  11 : 30  a.  m.  and  reported  the  capture  to  the  senior 
officer. 

Irom  papers  found  on  board  I  judge  that  the  Julia  left  Charleston 
on  the  20th  instant.  Her  topgallant  forecastle  and  forward  bulwarks 
were  stove  in,  indicating  that  she  had  met  with  heavy  weather  and  had 
put  into  the  mouth  of  Alligator  Creek  for  a  harbor;  also  for  fuel,  for 
her  decks  were  strewn  with  wood,  which  had  apparently  just  come  on 
board.  The  ship’s  log  of  a  previous  voyage  was  found  on  board;  also 
the  chief  officer’s  log  from  August  30  to  November  3,  1864.  The  lat¬ 
ter  shows  that  she  sailed  from  Glasgow  September  3  and  arrived  at 
Nassau  October  22, 1864,  where  she  took  on  board  Captain  Swan— Cap¬ 
tain  Embleton,  who  had  brought  her  out,  returning  to  England.  She 
took  in  a  cargo  on  the  29th  of  October  and  sailed  about  November  1 
to  run  the  blockade. 

I  enclose  copy  of  a  list  of  her  crew  and  passengers  when  she  ran  out 
of  Charleston.  These  books  and  papers  will  be  forwarded  with  the 
prize  to  the  prize  commissioners. 

The  Julia  is  an  iron  vessel,  of  117  tons,  English  measurement. 

She  was  built  at  Renfrew,  Scotland,  in  1863.  Her  draft,  when  loaded, 
is  8  feet  aft  and  7  feet  forward. 

Her  engines  are  new  and  powerful. 

The  greatest  speed  indicated  in  her  log  is  12  knots.  I  found  on  her 
two  English  ensigns,  a  burgee,  with  the  name  Julia,  and  a  Confederate 
States  flag. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Barrymore, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Acacia. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


Order  of  Rear-  Adm  iral  Dahlgren ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Wil¬ 
liamson ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Flag ,  to  perform  guard 
duty  in  Vernon  River. 


Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Savannah  River ,  South  Carolina ,  December  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  move  the  Flag  up  to  Green  Island  and  act  as  guard 
ship,  and  will  keep  a  lookout  for  Rosedew  and  Beaulieu  batteries. 

You  will  forward  all  inventories  and  reports  to  me  as  soon  as  received. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J .  A  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding . 

Commander  J.  C.  Williamson, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Flag. 
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Letter  from  Assistant  Boutelle. ,  U  S.  Coast  Survey,  to  Major-Gen¬ 
eral  ' Sherman ,  U.  S.  Army ,  recommending  that  Thunderbolt  Battery 
be  used  as  a  depot  for  large  vessels 

Thunderbolt  Battery, 
Saturday ,  December  2j,  186 j,  12:30  p.  m.  . 
General:  Vessels  drawing  15  feet  and  under  can  come  up  to  this 
place  now,  entering  at  Wassaw  Sound.  The  river  has  been  dragged 
for  torpedoes  and  none  have  yet  been  discovered.  1  he  monitors  Sanga¬ 
mon,  Captain  Young,  and  the  Passaic,  Captain  Fillebrown  are  now 
close  beside  the  work  at  Turner’s  Rocks,  and  will  lie  at  anchor  at  this 
place  in  a  few  hours.  I  have  my  vessel  at  work  sounding  and  putting 
up  marks  for  navigation,  and  will  anchor  here  to-night.  1  respectfully, 
recommend  making  this  place  your  present  depot  for  large  vessels.  A 
short  wharf,  100  feet  long,  will  suffice  for  vessels  of  deep  draft,  and 

materials  for  its  construction  are  near  at  hand. 

Chas.  O.  Boutelle, 

Assistant,  Coast  Survey,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bibb. 

Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  _  .  . 

Corndy.  Army  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 


Deport  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copy  of 
an  order  to  be  issued  in  conformity  to  the  President'’ s  proclamation 
raising  the  blockade  of  Fernandina ,  Fla. 

No.  598.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Savannah  River,  December  25,  186 j. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  an  order  which  I  propose  to  issue 
for  the  better  execution  of  the  President’s  order,  and  would.draw  the 
attention  of  the  Department  to  the  clause  marked  in  red,  which  seems 
to  be  necessary  to  avoid  fraud  in  evading  the  blockade,  and  is  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  rules  commonly  admitted  in  such  cases. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

•  [Enclosure.] 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  JIarbor,  South  Carolina,  December  11,  186j. 
The  Navy  Department  has  transmitted  to  me  for  my  information 
and  guidance  an  official  copy  of  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  which  declares  that  the  blockade  of  the  port  of 
Fernandina — 

Shall  so  far  cease  and  determine  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  December  next, 
that  commercial  intercourse  with  said  port,  except  as  to  persons,  things,  and  informa¬ 
tion  contraband  of  war,  may  from  that  time  be  carried  on,  subject  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  limitations,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  regulations,  which  may 
be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  such  military  and  naval  regu¬ 
lations  as  are  now  in  force  or  may  hereafter  be  found  necessary. 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  147 

The  commanders  of  vessels  in  this  squadron  will  take  notice  thereof, 
and  will  not  fail  to  respect  and  comply  with  this  order  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States. 

Therefore,  whenever  a  trading  vessel  is  encountered,  bound  to  the 
poit  of  Fernandina,  she  is  to  be  suffered  to  continue  her  voyage,  pro¬ 
vided  the  conditions  of  the  proclamation  are  complied  with. 

In  the  case  of  vessels  sailing  from  a  port  in  the  United  States  there 
can  be  no  difficulty  in  ascertaining  that  the  intent  of  the  voyage  is  legal, 
but  vessels  from  abroad,  professing  to  be  bound  to  Fernandina,  even 
with  regular  papers,  will  always  be  justly  liable  to  suspicion  if  found 
in  the  vicinity  of  other  blockaded  ports  of  this  command,  and  in  that 
case  they  will  lie  subject  to  seizure  and  adjudication  by  the  proper 
courts. 

This  provision  is  in  pursuance  of  that  part  of  the  proclamation  which 
makes,  the  commercial  intercourse  of  Fernandina  subject,  among  other 
conditions,  to  such  naval  regulations  as  may  hereafter  be  found  neces¬ 
sary. 

John  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  measures 
for  checking  the  continued  breach  of  blockade. 

No.  600.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Savannah  River ,  December  $15,  186j. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  Department’s 
communication  of  3d  December,  enclosing  copy  of  a  document  stating 
vessels  that  had  succeeded  in  passing  the  blockade. 

This  has  only  been  effected  by  the  construction  of  a  special  class  of 
vessels,  very  fast,  and  having  a  draft  not  greater  than  the  rise  and 
fall  of  the  tides,  so  that  at  high  water,  which  is  the  chosen  time,  they 
can  pass  over  the  shoals,  nearly  bare  at  low  water,  which  no  vessel  in 
the  squadron  of  any  force  can  do. 

1  have  two  plans  in  view  for  checking  this,  but  the  prospect  of  a 
shorter  and  perfect  result,  by  a  combined  operation  of  the  army  and 
navy,  will  be  likely  to  stop  this  nefarious  work  altogether. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from.  Ala  jar-  General  Sherman ,  U  S.  Army ,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  measures  for  getting  seagoing  ves¬ 
sels  to  the  Savannah  wharves. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Tn  the  Field ,  Savannah ,  December  26,  186 J. 
Admiral:  Your  note  of  this  date  is  received.  Captain  Boutelleand 
Captain  Fillebrown  had  already  reported  to  me  night  before  last  to  the 
same  effect — that  the  Wilmington  River  was  the  best  channel,  and  navi¬ 
gable  up  to  Thunderbolt  for  vessels  of  15-feet  draft;  but  I  had  not 
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heard  further  from  them.  I  will  refer  your  letter  to  Geneial  Easton, 
who  is  instructed  to  arrange  so  as  to  get  seagoing  vessels  up  to  the 
city  wharves,  which,  if  possible,  1  am  very  anxious  to  do,  even  at  con¬ 
siderable  expense  of  labor  and  money,  as  I  desire  to  avoid  lighteiing 
and  transshipment,  if  possible.  I  am  informed  by  the  Quarteimaster- 
General  from  Washington  that  six  light-draft  steamers  are  now  en 
route  to  us  from  the  Chesapeake.  IV  e  had  a  very  pleasant  Christmas, 
I  trust  you  had  the  same. 

Very  truly,  yours,  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Major-  General. 

Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Near  Savannah ,  Ga. 


Order  of  Fleet  Captain  Bradford ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Com¬ 
mander  Fillebrown ,  IJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Passaic,  in 
view  of  situation  off  Charleston. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Savannah  Fiver ,  South  Carolina ,  December  27 .  186 j. 
Sir:  The  admiral  desires  you  to  take  position  low  down  in  Wassaw 
Sound,  so  as  to  he  ready  for  going  to  sea  without  a  moment’s  delay 
after  consulting  the  safety  of  your  vessel.  Our  forces  off  Charleston 
are  threatened  by  the  rebel  rams  and  torpedo  boats. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  M.  Bradford, 

Fleet  Captain. 

Lieutenant- Commander  T.  Scott  Fillebrown, 

Commanding  ZT.  S.  Ironclad  Ihcssaic 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Fear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  ZJ.  S. 
Navy ,  regarding  additional  vessels  for  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  December  27, 186 f 
Sir:  The  side- wheel  prize  steamer  Wando,  Acting  Master  Freclk.  T. 
King,  and  the  new  side-wheel  steamer  Lenapee,  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Samuel  Magaw,  have  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  for  duty. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

liear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  S.  Atlantic  BTkdg.  Squadron ,  Port  Foyal,  S.  C. 


Deport  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Scott ,  ZJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
ZT.  S.  S.  Sonoma,  regarding  the  occupation  of  Beaulieu  Battery, 
after  the  evacuation  by  the  enemy. 

U.  S.  S.  Sonoma, 

Off  Fort  Beaulieu ,  Vernon  Fiver,  Ga.,  December  27 ,  186 f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I 
left  the  Coosawhatchie  River,  South  Carolina,  on  the  12th  instant  and 
proceeded  to  Ossabaw  Sound,  Georgia,  to  cooperate  with  the  army  of 
Major-General  Sherman,  which  had  arrived  near  that  point. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  14th,  I  pushed  up  the  Vernon  River  to  feel 
the  Rosedew  and  Beaulieu  batteries  (Fort  McAllister  having  been 
taken  by  the  forces  of  Major-General  Sherman  the  evening  before), 
and  at  1:30  p.  m.  came  within  range  and  opened  lire  on  Fort  Beaulieu 
and  found  the  works  to  be  very  strong  and  their  practice  good;  con¬ 
tinued  the  fire  from  the  rifles  and  Xl-inch  gun  until  taking  possession 
of  the  works  on  the  morning  of  the  21st. 

The  mortar  schooner  John  Griffith  and  gunboat  Winona  arrived 
on  the  17th  and  20th,  respectively,  and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy, 
doing  good  work.  At  1:30  p.  m.  on  the  20th,  the  enemy  opened  with 
a  mortar  battery  from  Rosedew  Island,  which  was  replied  to  by  the 
Griffith  and  this  ship.  On  the  morning  of  the  21st,  at  6  a.  m.,  a 
deserter  arrived  on  board  from  Rosedew  and  reported  that  the  works 
at  that  point  and  Beaulieu  were  being  evacuated  by  the  enemy.  I  imme¬ 
diately  got  underway,  accompanied  by  the  Winona ,  and  stood  up  the 
river,  and  at  9:35  sent  Acting  Master  Merrill,  executive  of  this  ship, 
with  six  boats  from  the  Sonoma ,  Harvest  Moon ,  Winona,  and  Griffith , 
to  take  possession  and  hoist  the  flag  of  the  United  States  on  Fort 
Beaulieu. 

The  tug  Geranium  having  arrived,  I  directed  Lieutenant-Commander 
Dana,  of  the  Winona,  with  Chief  Pilot  Haffards,  to  proceed  in  her  to 
the  Rosedew  battery,  by  the  Vernon  River,  take  possession,  and  hoist 
the  United  States  flag  on  the  works,  after  which  to  continue  up  the 
river  to  White  Bluff,  where  I  heard  the  Water  Witch  was,  and,  if 
possible,  to  recapture  and  bring  her  down.  The  report  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Dana  is  herewith  enclosed,*  also  an  inventory  of  the  prop¬ 
erty  captured,  including  15  heavy  guns  and  large  quantities  of  ordnance 
stores. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  I  was  most  ably  supported 
by  Captain  Dana,  of  the  Winona,  and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Halfords,  who  rendered  me  the  greatest  assistance;  also  Acting  Flag 
Lieutenant  Dichman,  of  your  staff,  and  Acting  Master  Avery,  of  the 
Philadelphia. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

R.  W.  Scott, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron . 


Instructions  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 

Commande, r  Scott ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sonoma ,  regard¬ 
ing  duty  in  the  Savannah  River. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Off  Morris  Island,  South  Carolina ,  December  %9,  186 f 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  the  Savannah  River  and  take  position  below 
and  near  the  obstructions  of  Elba  Island,  convenient  for  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  army. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  command  the  shore  of  the  river  above  and 
opposite  to  the  city,  so  as  to  dislodge  rebel  marauders  by  your  fire. 

Let  your  boats  pass  down  St.  Augustine  Creek  and  keep  you  advised 
of  what  is  going  on  there. 

Keep  in  communication  with  any  United  States  vessel  inWassaw. 


*Not  lound. 
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Be  regular  in  keeping  me  informed  of  proceedings  in  your  vicinity. 
You  can  always  send  communications  by  boat  to  Port  Royal,  through 
Skull  Creek,  and  also  by  army  transports. 

Obtain  and  report  full  information  of  the  channel  obstructions, 
openings  for  passing,  etc. 

There  should  always  be  a  coal  vessel  in  Savannah  River,  and  you  will 
notify  Commander  Reynolds  when  you  are  in  want. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  R.  W.  Scott, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sonoma. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  II.  S.  JSfctvy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Phinney ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  U.  S.  ship 
John  Adams. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Off  Charleston ,  December  2 9 , 18GJf. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  this  anchorage  and  report  to  Captain  G. 
H.  Scott  on  board  the  U.  S.  sloop  John  Adams  for  the  command  of 
that  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron *. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Alvin  Phinney. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Com¬ 
mander  Crosman,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Com  modore  AIcI) on  o  ug  h . 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Off  Charleston,  December  29,  186 f 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  these  orders  you  will  proceed  to  Stono  and 
relieve  Commander  Thompson  in  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Com¬ 
modore  McDonough. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander  A.  F.  Crosman. 

Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Thomp¬ 
son,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Off  Charleston ■,  December  29,  186 f 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
McDonough,  and  will  assume  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron 
at  Port  Royal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

„  .  .  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

hear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Egbert  Thompson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Commodore  McDonough. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Winchester ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S. 
lark  Gemsbok ,  regarding  the  sailing  of  that  vessel  for  Port  Royal , 


S.  C. 


U.  S.  Bark  Gemsbok, 

New  York  Ray ,  December)1  89,  186 f 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  orders  received  December  24,  1864,  from 
Rear-Admiral  Paulding,  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal  and  report  to 
Admiral  Dahlgren,  or  senior  officer  present,  with  this  ship,  as  soon  as 
she  was,  in  all  respects,  ready  for  sea,  I  am  now  passing  out  to  sea 
with  wind  W.  N.  W. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Winchester, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Rear- Admired  Dahlgren ,  U  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  necessity 
for  repairs  to  the  monitors  off  Charleston.  - 

No.  602.1  Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Off  Charleston ,  8.  C. ,  December  89. 186  k- 

Sir:  I  left  Savannah  River  on  the  27th  on  receiving  a  dispatch  from 
the  senior  officer  at  this  place,  stating  the  probability  of  amove  by  the 
rebels  (derived  from  an  intercepted  telegram),  and  suggesting  my 
presence. 

They  are  said  to  have  four  ironclads,  with  live  torpedo  boats,  but  I 
see  no  reasonable  chance  for  them  if  they  venture  out,  especially  as 
there  are  seven  monitors  now  here. 

1  regret  to  say,  however,  that  more  than  one  of  these  monitors  is 
represented  to  need  more  repairs  than  the  present  emergency  permits 
to  be  done. 

It  is  not  two  years  since  the  Passaic  was  put  in  service;  the  Montauk 
and  others  have  endured  nearly  as  much,  and  it  may  well  be  that  this 
continued  wear  should  occasion  a  necessity  for  much  repair. 

In  the  course  of  the  next  month  or  two  months  the  operations  here 
will  be  of  great  interest,  and  the  ironclads  will  be  expected  to  play 
their  part.”  An  immediate  relief  may  enable  the  needed  repair  in 
time,  otherwise  there  is  no  small  risk  that  one  or  two  may  become 
unserviceable.  To  prevent  such  an  occurrence  I  hope  it  may  be  con¬ 
venient  to  send  some  relief  at  an  early  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  lie,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear- Admired,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier- 

General  Schimmelfennig ,  ZZ  /S'.  Army ,  regarding  operations  about 

Savannah  and  Charleston. 

Flag -Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Off  Morris  Island ,  December  30 , 

General:  Your  communication*  of  the  29th  was  duly  handed  to 
me  by  your  aid,  Lieutenant  Schauffler,  who  no  doubt  conveyed  to  imu 
my  verbal  reply. 

I  was  unable  at  the  time  to  answer  in  writing,  being  engaged  in 
receiving  reports  in  person  from  the  commanding  officers  of  vessels. 

You  no  doubt  learned,  as  they  transpired,  the  interesting  events  of 
the  last  two  weeks. 

General  Sherman  nearly  enveloped  Savannah,  and  completed  his 
communication  with  me  by  storming  McAllister  on  the  13th.  Soon 
after  he  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  city,  which  was  refused  by  the 
rebel  general  on  the  ground  that  he  held  his  two  nearest  lines  and  was 
in  communication  with  his  superior  authority. 

General  Sherman  prepared  to  assault,  and  I  was  returning  with  him 
from  Hilton  Head  where  the  operation  was  to  begin,  when  he  learned 
by  telegram  that  the  rebels  had  evacuated  Savannah. 

The  General  informed  me  that  Commodore  Tattnall  was  preparing 
to  rush  out  with  his  ironclads,  but  I  was  prepared  for  that,  and  he 
destroyed  them. 

I  parted  with  General  Sherman  two  days  ag'o  in  Savannah.  The 
city  is  in  bettei  order  and  property  more  secure  than  it  has  been  under 
rebel  rule. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  our  army  will  not  remain  in  Savannah 
longer  than  is  necessary  to  make  its  tenure  certain. 

I  came  here  on  the  suggestion  of  Captain  Scott  that  the  rebels  were 
on  the  move.  Though  I  felt  no  apprehension  as  to  the  ability  of  the 
force  here  to  maintain  control  of  the  anchorage,  and  even  capture  the 
rebel  ironclads  if  they  ventured  out,  yet,  as  I  might  be  drawn  in  some 
other  direction  at  the  time,  it  seemed  due  to  the  perfect  security  of 
General  Sherman’s  base  that  no  means  should  be  omitted.  I  have, 
therefore,  reinforced  the  division,  so  that  there  are  now  seven  monitors 
h6w  Whlch  1  tbink  Places  tlie  question  beyond  doubt. 

What  may  be  your  capacity  for  defense  ashore  I  do  not  know,  but 
think  it  should  be  equal  to  the  concentration  which  the  rebels  are 
likely  to  effect  under  existing  circumstances  and  to  the  efforts  which 
the  desperation  of  their  cause  may  lead  to. 

attack  V6SSek  Wlk’  course5  heartily  cooperate  with  you  in  case  of 

In  case  the  ironclads  venture  out,  my  plan  will  be  to  draw  them  as 
low  down  this  anchorage  as  they  will  come,  so  as  to  make  sure  of  the 
captuie  of  the  whole  by  making  a  retreat  impossible. 

n  such  an  event,  will  you  please  to  cause  some  of  your  heavv  guns 

out  tw‘ned  *ea:var?’  Tl  rour  the  water  with  grape  so  as  to  clear 
the  rams°rPed°  Ws  whlch  might  be  troublesome  when  engaged  with 

th  JhBrWelf  d111’  n°  d°Ubt’  endeavor  t0  increase  the  obstructions  in 
the  harboi  and  some  grape  or  mortar  shells  at  night  from  your  o-uns 

near  [Fort]  Johnson  and  the  Middie  Ground  would  stop  them.  &The 
naial  battery  will  assist  in  this  if  you  think  proper. 


*Not  found. 
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After  seeing  the  works  about  Savannah  and  the  obstructions  in  the 
rivers  (Savannah,  Tybee,  Vernon,  and  the  Ogeechee),  1  am  satisfied  it 
was  impregnable  to  any  force  in  any  direction  save  where  it  was 
assailed  by  General  Sherman. 

With  in}"  best  wishes  for  your  health,  which  1  hear  is  improving, 

1  am,  general,  with  great  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear- Admiral ,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  A.  Schimmelfennig, 

Commanding  Northern  District ,  Headquarters,  Morris  Island. 


Memorandum  of  instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  to  Captain  Scott ,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Charleston,  in 

view  of  expected  attack  by  the  enemy. 

Off  Charleston,  December  31,  186 f 

1.  There  are  now  seven  monitors  at  this  anchorage,  Patapsco ,  Mon- 
tank,  Nahant,  Lehigh,  Catskill,  Nantucket,  and  Passaic. 

2.  It  is  absolutely  essential  that  this  force  should  act  together  in 
case  of  any  attempt  by  the  rebels.  In  such  an  event  their  object  will 
be  to  surprise  and  damage  any  smaller  number  of  monitors  separated 
from  the  main  body  before  they  can  receive  assistance. 

3.  The  seven  monitors  must  therefore  be  kept  well  in  hand,  so  as  to 
unite  at  very  brief  notice. 

4.  At  night,  if  the  weather  is  suitable,  four  monitors  are  to  be  pushed 
in  advance,  the  other  three  in  reserve  at  a  convenient  distance,  and  two 
of  them  may  be  allowed  to  draw  fire  under  one  boiler  at  a  time  to  clean 
and  repair,  but  even  these  vessels  should  be  made  available  if  an  attack 
is  made. 

5.  There  should  be  a  vigilant  lookout  kept  from  the  naval  battery 
on  Morris  Island  upon  all  movements  in  the  harbor,  and  proper  sig¬ 
nals  arranged  for  giving  the  commanding  officer  afloat  speedy 
intelligence. 

6.  The  boats  are  to  observe  and  disturb  all  attempts  to  place  torpe¬ 
does  or  other  obstructions,  and  the  tugs  in  motion  at  night  to  keep  off 
torpedo  boats. 

7.  Should  the  rebels  see  fit  to  come  out,  they  will  rely  much  on 
some  occasional  blow  by  a  torpedo  boat;  the  monitors  should,  there¬ 
fore,  scour  the  water  with  grape  at  intervals,  and  the  batteries  on  the 
island  should  do  the  same. 

8.  Communicate  with  the  general  commanding  on  Morris  Island  and 
request  that  his  guns  may  be  specially  prepared  for  a  sortie  by  the 
rebel  ironclads  and  torpedo  boats,  so  as  to  operate  on  them  more  or 
less  before  we  come  in  contact. 

9.  It  will  be  an  object  to  draw  them  as  much  as  possible  under  the 
fire  of  our  land  batteries,  and  to  avoid  exposing  the  monitors  to  then- 
batteries. 

10.  The  lower  down  the  channel  they  can  be  drawn  into  action  the 
less  probable  it  will  be  that  any  escape.  If  high  up  and  beaten,  they 
will  find  protection  under  their  own  land  batteries  on  Sullivan’s  Island, 
South  Carolina. 

11.  When  the  weather  is  bad,  no  monitor  should  remain  in  advance 
of  the  main  body,  for  assistance  becomes  difficult  if  needed,  and  sig¬ 
nals  by  day  are  not  very  distinguishable,  by  night  impossible. 
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12.  Some  of  the  monitors  are  in  need  of  immediate  repair;  one  or 
two  of  these  can  be  put  under  repair,  lleet  engineer,  now  here,  will 
examine  and  determine  which  these  shall  be.  He  will  also  bring  up 
a  suitable  force  to  do  the  work  with  dispatch,  and  should  be  here  to 
look  after  it  at  least  three  days  in  each  week.  Daily  report  of  all 
work  done  will  be  sent  me  just  as  they  are  in  Port  Royal. 

13.  Besides  the  above,  I  refer  to  the  printed  orders  already  issued 
by  me  for  the  monitors  while  on  duty  here. 

14.  Captain  Scott  will  cause  a  copy  of  the  above  to  be  taken  by  each 
commander  of  monitor. 

15.  The  distinguishing  marks  on  the  pipes  of  the  monitors  must  not 
be  changed;  this  has  been  in  some  instances  and  I  am  unable  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  vessels. 

Very  respectfully, 


John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Distribution  of  vessels  of  tlie  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron , 

January  1,  1865. 


Vessel. 

Station. 

Canandaigua . 

Do  . . . . . 

♦Mangham . 

Bull’s  Bav. . . 

Chambers . 

Adger .  . 

Wamsutta . 

Nipsic . 

Sanford  . 

. do  . . . 

South  Carolina . 

Flambeau . 

Memphis . 

Potomska . 

Laburnum . 

Azalea . 

Sweet  Brier . 

Patapsco . 

Montauk . 

Nahant . 

Passaic . . 

Nantucket . 

. do . 

Lehigh . 

Home . 

*Bruen . 

*  Adams . 

*Orvetta . . . . 

*Sea  Foam . 

Gladiolus . 

Catalpa . 

Hydrangea .  . 

Jonquil . 

Geranium . 

Oleander . 

Catskill . 

*Ward.. . 

Wissalnckon . 

McDonough . 

♦Smith . 

* Williams . 

*St.  Louis  . 

Percv  Drayton . 

Stettin . 

*Norfolk  Packet  . . . 

♦New  Hampshire . 

Port  Royal 

Philadelphia . 

Pawnee . 

Arethusa . 

Carnation . 

Larkspur  . 

-  -  do _ _ 

Pettit  . 

♦Houghton  . 

Remarks. 


No  vessel. 


Outside  the  bar. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Inside  the  bar. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Repairing. 


Tender. 


*  Sailing  vessels. 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  January  1,  1865^- Con¬ 
tinued. 


Vessel. 

Station. 

Remarks. 

Chatham  . . 

*Racer . . 

♦Thunder . 

Tender. 

Tender. 

*Para . 

. do . 

St.  Andrew’s . 

Fernandina . 

St.  John’s . 

Hale 

. do . 

Mosquito  [Inlet] .  . 

No  vessel. 

Port  Royal . 

Repairing. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . . 

Do. 

_ do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

_ do . 

Do. 

...do . 

Do. 

*Wilrl  flat 

. do . 

Tender. 

♦Swift,  . 

Do. 

. do . 

Hulk. 

Expedition,  Broad  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

. 

Do. 

Special  duty. 

Do. 

Do. 

*  Sailing  vessels. 


John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master 
Bowers,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  IT.  S.  schooner  James 
S.  Chambers. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  January  1 ,  1865. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron  and  will 
assume  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  schooner  James  S.  Chambers. 

You  will  carry  into  execution  any  orders  which  may  have  been 
addressed  to  Acting  Master  Watson  and  are  not  fulfilled. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  1  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Wm.  L.  Bowers, 

U.  S.  S.  Cimarron. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commandant ,  navy  yard , 
Philadelphia,  for  the  fitting  of  the  ZT.  S.  8.  Donegal. 

Navy  Department,  January  3,  1865. 

Sir:  Have  the  Donegal  fitted  with  a  light  battery,  without  altering 
her  present  arrangement  of  quarters,  and  direct  her  to  proceed  to  Port 
Royal  and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  for  duty.  She  is  to 
relieve  the  South  Carolina ,  which  vessel  Admiral  Dahlgren  has  been 
instructed  to  send  to  Philadelphia,  where  she  will  be  fitted  as  a  trans¬ 
port  and  supply  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  J.  B.  Hull, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard ,  Philadelphia. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Com¬ 
mander  Chaplin ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  for  a  reconnoissance  in  St.  Helena 
Sowed. 

F lag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Savannah  River ,  Jan  uary  3 ,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  St.  Helena,  [S.  C.],  with  the 
vessel  under  your  command,  and  when  there  will  lose  no  time  in  exam¬ 
ining  by  scouting  the  rebel  position  and  ascertain  how  you  can  com¬ 
municate  with  and  assist  the  operations  of  the  army. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  Chaplin, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Dai  Ching. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral .  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  condition 
of  a  fairs  hi  and  about  Savannah. 

No.  6.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Savannah  River ,  January  1865. 

Sir:  1  have  already  apprised  the  Department  that  the  army  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Sherman  occupied  the  city  of  Savannah  on  the  21st  December. 

lhe  rebel  army,  hardly  respectable  in  numbers  or  condition, 
escaped  by  crossing  the  river  and  taking  the  Union  Causeway  toward 
the  [Savannah  and  Charleston]  Railroad. 

1  have  walked  about  the  city  several  times,  and  can  affirm  that  its 
tranquillity  is  undisturbed.  The  Union  soldiers,  who  are  stationed 
wiLiim  its  limits,  are  as  orderly  as  if  they  were  in  New  York  or 
Boston. 

i  he  lesolutions  herewith  enclosed,  passed  by  a  meeting  of  citizens 
on  the  2Sth,  at  which  the  mayor  presided,  are  not  exceeded  in  interest 
by  any  similar  proceedings,  and  may  be  accepted  as  a  true  sample  of 
the  sentiment  which  is  beginning  to  exhibit  itself,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  will  continue  to  do  so  whenever  any  portion  of  the  people  of 
Geoigia  aie  permitted  to  express  their  real  sentiments. 

One  eflect  of  the  march  of  General  Sherman  through  Georgia  has 
been  to  satisfy  the  people  that  their  credulity  has  been  imposed  on 
by  the  lying  assertions  of  the  rebel  Government,  affirming  the  inabil- 
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ity  of  the  United  States  Government  to  withstand  the  armies  of  rebel- 
dom.  They  have  seen  the  old  hag-  of  the  United  States  carried  by  its 
victorious  legions  through  their  State  almost  unopposed  and  placed 
in  their  principal  city  without  a  blow. 

Since  the  occupation  of  the  city,  General  Sherman  has  been  occupied 
in  making  arrangements  for  its  security  after  he  leaves  it  for  the 
march  that  he  meditates. 

My  attention  has  been  directed  to  such  measures  of  cooperation  as 
the  number  and  quality  of  my  force  permits. 

On  the  2d  I  arrived  here  from  Charleston,  whither,  as  I  stated  in 
my  dispatch  of  29th  December,  I  had  gone  in  consequence  of  infor¬ 
mation  from  the  senior  officer  there,  that  the  rebels  contemplated 
issuing  from  the  harbor,  and  his  request  for  my  presence. 

Having  placed  a  force  there  of  seven  monitors,  sufficient  to  meet 
such  an  emergency,  and  not  perceiving  any  sign  of  the  expected  raid, 
I  returned  to  Savannah  to  keep  in  communication  with  General  Sher¬ 
man  and  be  ready  to  render  any  assistance  that  might  be  desired. 

General  Sherman  has  fully  informed  me  of  his  plans,  and  so  far  as 
my  means  permit,  they  shall  not  lack  assistance  by  water. 

On  the  3d  the  transfer  of  the  right  wing  to  Beaufort  was  begun, 
and  the  only  suitable  vessel  1  had  at  hand  (the  Harvest  Moon)  was  sent 
to  Thunderbolt  to  receive  the  first  embarkation.  This  took  place 
about  3  p.  m.  and  was  witnessed  by  General  Sherman,  General  Bar¬ 
nard  (U.  S.  Engineers)  and  myself.  The  Pontiac  is  ordered  around 
to  assist,  and  the  army  transports  also  followed  the  first  move  by  the 
Harvest  Moon. 

I  could  not  help  remarking  on  the  unbroken  silence  that  prevailed 
in  the  large  array  of  troops;  not  a  voice  was  to  be  heard  as  they 
gathered  in  masses  on  the  bluff'  to  look  at  the  vessels.  The  notes  of  a 
solitary  bugle  alone  came  from  their  midst. 

General  Barnard  made  a  brief  visit  to  one  of  the  rebel  works  (Caus- 
ton’s  Bluff)  that  dominated  this  water  course,  the  best  approach  of  the 
kind  to  Savannah. 

I  am  collecting  data  that  will  fully  exhibit  to  the  Department  the 
powerful  character  of  the  defenses  of  the  city  and  its  approaches. 

General  Sherman  will  not  retain  the  extended  limits  they  embrace, 
but  will  contract  the  line  very  much. 

General  Foster  still  holds  the  position  near  the  Tulifinny;  with  his 
concurrence  1  have  detached  the  fleet  brigade,  and  the  men  belonging 
to  it  have  returned  to  their  vessels. 

The  excellent  service  performed  by  this  detachment  has  fully  real¬ 
ized  my  wishes  and  exemplified  the  efficiency  of  the  organization, 
infantry  and  light  artillery  handled  as  skirmishers.  The  howitzers 
were  always  landed  as  quickly  as  the  men,  and  were  brought  into 
action  before  the  light  pieces  of  the  land  service  could  be  got  ashore. 

I  regret  very  much  that  the  reduced  complements  of  the  vessels 
prevent  me  from  maintaining  the  force  in  constant  organization. 
With  300  more  marines  and  500  seamen  I  could  frequently  operate  to 
great  advantage  at  the  present  time,  when  the  attention  of  the  rebels 
is  so  engrossed  by  General  Sherman. 

It  is  said  that  they  have  a  force  at  Hardeeville,  the  pickets  of  which 
were  retained  on  the  Union  Causeway  until  a  few  days  since,  when 
some  of  our  troops  crossed  the  river  and  pushed  them  back.  Concur¬ 
rently  with  this  I  caused  the  Sonoma  to  anchor  so  as  to  sweep  the 
ground  in  the  direction  of  the  causewa}r. 
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The  transfer  of  the  right  wing  (30,000  men)  to  Beaufort  will  so 
imperil  the  rebel  force  at  Hardeeville  that  it  will  be  cut  oft  or  dis¬ 
persed,  if  not  moved  in  season. 

Meanwhile  I  will  send  the  Dai  Ching  to  St.  Helena  to  meet  any 
want  that  may  arise  in  that  quarter,  while  the  Mingoe  and  Pontiac  will 
be  ready  to  act  from  Broad  River. 

The  general  route  of  the  army  will  be  northward,  but  the  exact 
direction  must  be  decided  more  or  less  by  circumstances  which  it  may 
not  be  possible  to  foresee. 

My  cooperation  will  be  confined  to  assistance  in  attacking  Charleston 
or  in  establishing  communication  at  Georgetown  in  case  the  army 
pushes  on  without  attacking  Charleston,  and  time  alone  will  show 
which  of  these  will  eventuate. 

The  weather  of  the  winter,  first,  and  the  condition  of  the  ground  in 
the  spring,  woidd  permit  little  advantage  to  be  derived  from  the 
presence  of  the  army  at  Richmond  until  the  middle  of  May.  So  that 
General  Sherman  has  no  reason  to  move  in  haste,  but  can  choose  such 
objects  as  he  prefers,  and  take  as  much  time  as  their  attainment  may 
demand. 

The  Department  will  learn  the  objects  in  view  of  General  Sherman 
more  precisely  from  a  letter  addressed  by  him  to  General  Halleck, 
which  he  read  to  me  a  few  da3Ts  since. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

From,  the  Savannah  Republican,  December  29,  1864. 


Pursuant  to  a  call  of  Mayor  Arnold,  a  large  meeting  of  influential 
citizens  was  held  at  the  Masonic  Hall  at  12  m.  yesterday  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  taking  into  consideration  “matters  relating  to  the  present  and 
future  welfare  of  the  city.” 

On  motion,  Dr.  Arnold  was  unanimously  called  to  the  chair,  and 
addressed  the  meeting  as  follows: 


I ellow-citizens  of  Savannah:.  At  the  request  of  the  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Savan- 
nah  and  a  large  number  of  the  citizens,  I  have  convened  you  together  this  day  for  you 
to  give  expression  to  your  views  and  sentiments  in  the  trying  state  of  affairs  in  which 
you  are  now  placed.  It  is  for  us  no  longer  a  crisis.  The  crisis  is  past,  and  it  is  for 
you  to  decide  upon  the  particular  line  of  action  each  and  all  of  you  may  determine 
to  pursue. 

Our  action  is  to  be  determined  solely  by  our  situation,  as  we  have  no  authority  or 
power  to  speak  for  others  outside  of  our  limits.  But  we  are  the  judges  of  our  own 
situation,  can  speak  for  ourselves,  and  ought  so  to  do,  by  all  the  considerations  of 
prudence,  and,  I  will  say,  common  sense  and  humanity,  to  mitigate,  if  we  can,  the 
effects  of  the  heavy  blow  which  has  fallen  upon  us. 

Our  city  contains  20,000  inhabitants,  -without  food,  without  fuel,  without  any 
remunerative  industrial  pursuits,  without  any  place  of  refuge,  cut  off  from  all  con¬ 
nection  with  the  country.  The  heart  sickens  at  the  picture  thus  presented. 

is  om  duty  to  mitigate,  as  we  can  not  avert,  the  terrible  suffering  by  all  the 
means  which  reason  and  common  sense  may  dictate,  regardless  of  all  abstract  views 
I  have  weighed  the  matter  anxiously  and  have  armed  at  a  positive  conclusion  that 

Slav  mo  AlnrSaif  T  11  ia  «*  “V  l™™*  *  calling  the  meeting 

3  vA  y  l  lc  at  present.  W  hen  the  city  was  taken,  through  me  as  chief  magistrate 

you  asked  protection.  You  all  know  that  it  was  granted  to  ton,  and  we&al  feel 

deeply  indebted  to  Brigadier-General  Geary  for  his  conduct  as  connnandant  of  this 

city.  Having  convened  you  and  expressed,  in  part,  my  views  it  remains  for  vou  to 
appoint  a  chairman  of  this  meeting.  y  views,  n  remains  xor  you  to 
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A.  S.  Hartridge  and  Robert  Erwin  were  appointed  secretaries. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  a  committee  to  report 
resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  meeting,  viz,  Colonel  Rock¬ 
well,  Alderman  Lippman,  D.  Willis,  Alderman  Villalonga,  Martin 
Duggan,  J.  G.  Millis,  W.  D.  Weed,  Alderman  Lachlison,  and  Aider- 
man  O’Byrne,  and,  after  a  brief  absence,  reported  the  following 
resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  by  the  fortunes  of  war  and  the  surrender  of  the  city  by  the  civil  author¬ 
ities,  Savannah  passes  once  more  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States;  and, 
whereas,  we  believe  that  the  interests  of  the  city  will  lie  best  subserved  and  pro¬ 
moted  by  a  full  and  free  expression  of  our  views  in  relation  to  our  present  condition, 
we,  therefore,  the  people  of  Savannah,  in  full  meeting  assembled,  do  hereby  resolve: 

1st.  That  we  accept  the  position  and  in  the  language  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  seek  to  have  “peace  by  laying  down  our  arms  and  submitting  to  the  national 
authority  under  the  Constitution,”  “leaving  all  questions  which  remain  to  be  adjusted 
by  the  peaceful  means  of  legislation,  conference,  and  votes.” 

2d.  That,  laying  aside  all  differences,  and  burying  bygones  in  the  grave  of  the  past, 
we  will  use  our  best  endeavors  once  more  to  bring  back  the  prosperity  and  commerce 
we  once  enjoyed. 

3d.  That  we  do  not  put  ourselves  in  the  position  of  a  conquered  city,  asking  terms 
of  conqueror,  but  we  claim  the  immunities  and  privileges  contained  in  the  proclama¬ 
tion  and  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  in  all  the  legislation  of 
Congress  in  reference  to  a  people  situated  as  we  are,  and  while  we  owe  on  our  part  a 
strict  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  we  ask  the  protection  over  our  per¬ 
sons,  lives,  and  property,  recognized  by  these  laws. 

4th.  That  we  respectfully  request  his  Excellency  the  governor  to  call  a  convention 
of  the  people  of  Georgia,  by  any  constitutional  means  in  his  power,  to  give  them  an 
opportunity  of  voting  upon  the  question  whether  they  wish  the  war  between  the  two 
sections  of  the  country  to  continue. 

5th.  That  Major-General  Sherman,  having  placed  as  military  commander  of  this 
post  Brigadier-General  Geary,  who  has,  by  his  urbanity  as  a  gentleman  and  his  uni¬ 
form  kindness  to  our  citizens,  done  all  in  his  power  to  protect  them  and  their  prop¬ 
erty  from  insult  and  injury,  it  is  the  unanimous  desire  of  all  present  teat  he  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  his  present  position,  and  that,  for  the  reason  above  stated,  the 
thanks  of  the  citizens  are  hereby  tendered  to  him  and  the  officers  under  his  command. 

6th.  That  an  official  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  governor  of  Georgia,  General  Sherman,  and  to  each  [of]  the  mayors  of 
Augusta,  Columbus,  Macon,  and  Atlanta. 

The  secretaries  were  directed  to  furnish  Brigadier-General  Geary 
with  a  cop}^  of  the  resolutions. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

Richard  D.  Arnold, 

Chairman. 

A.  S.  Hartridge, 
Robert  Erwin, 

Secretaries. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  forwarding  state¬ 
ments  of  deserters  regarding  the  Confederate  works  on  Sullivan’s 
Island. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Savannah  River ,  January  A  1865. 

Sir:  I  enclose  for  the  information  of  the  Department  a  copy  of  a 
paper*  just  received  from  the  headquarters  on  Morris  Island,  con¬ 
taining  the  statements  of  deserters  in  regard  to  the  rebel  works  on 
Sullivan’s  Island  and  their  armaments. 


♦  Omitted  as  not  necessary  to  publish. 


160 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


The  following  abstract  exhibits  a  comparison  of  this,  with  the 
statement  which  I  forwarded  to  the  Department  19th  October  last: 


Name  of  works. 

Old  account  Oct.  19, 1864. 

Number 
of  guns. 

New  account  Dec.  27,  1864. 

XI-inch . 

1 

10-inch  rifle . 

VIII  and  X  inch  . . 

6 

X-inch  smooth . 

XI-inch . 

X-inch  smooth . . 

Cannon,  caliber  not  known. 

38 

8-inch  rifle . 

Brooke  rifles . 

X-inch  smooth . 

1 

8-inch  rifle . 

VIII-inch  smooth . 

32-pounder  rifle . 

32-pounder  smooth . 

1 

10-inch  rifre . 

2 

Not  known . 

1 

Mortar  Battery  No.  1 

Mortar  Battery  No.  2 

Beauregard . 

M<  >rtars . 

3 

X-inch  mortars . 

2 

X-inch  seacoast . 

24-pounder  rifle . 

7-inch  rifle . 

1 

VIII-inch . 

VUI-inch  howitzer . 

1 

Other  cannon . 

5 

Marshall . 

VIII-inch  smooth . 

2 

VIII-inch  howitzer . 

32-pounder  rifle . 

24-pounder . 

32-pounder  rifle . 

Small  guns . 

2 

6 

7-inch  rifle . . . 

VIII-inch  shell  guns . 

V-inch . 

24-pounder . 

Small  guns . 

52 

Between  Beauregard 
and  Marshall. 

Four  small  batteries  of  2  32- 
pounders  each. 

8 

Four  2-gun  batteries,  24- 
pounders . 

Number 
of  guns. 


54 


I  he  Department  will  perceive  that  these  two  accounts  agree  sub¬ 
stantially  in  an  aggregate  of  more  than  50  cannon,  the  principal 
difference  being  that,  in  the  former  account,  the  forces  of  Moultrie 
and  Marion  are  blended,  while  in  the  recent  statement  they  are 
separated. 

^  The  entire  metal  bearing  on  vessels  from  Sullivan’s  Island  will  be: 
Columbiads,  2  10-inch  rilled,  15  X-ineh  smooth,  2  8-inch  rifled, 
3  VUI-inoh  smooth— 22.  Five  7-inc.h  rifles  (Brooke),  1  Xl-inch 
Dahlgren,  2  32-pounder  rifles,  8  mortars;  total,  38  heavy  pieces. 

The. most  powerful  concentration  is  Battery  Bee,  and  its  obvious 
purpose  is  to  bear  on  the  starboard  quarters  of  vessels  that  have  passed 
Sumter  and  are  keeping  away  for  Fort  Johnson. 

In  the  batteries  about  Savannah,  there  are  found  more  heavy  cannon 
than  were  reported  by  deserters  and  others. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
D  .  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Hear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

FLon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  ’  the  Navy  to  Commander  Stanly ,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia. ‘ 

Navy  Department,'  January  7,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C.? 
and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren  for  duty  in  the  South 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  Fabius  Stanly, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia ,  New  York. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  of  the  arrival  at  Port 

Royal  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Wando. 

No  12.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Savannah  River,  January  7,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  to  announce  to  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Wando, 
Acting  Master  Frederick  T.  King,  commanding,  arrived  in  the  harbor 
of  Port  Royal  on  the  5th  January,  instant,  pursuant  to  orders  from 
Rear-Admiral  Stringham. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  her  commanding  officer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Corndg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  letter 
from  Major-General  Sherman ,  TJ.  S.  Army,  regarding  proposed 
operations. 

No.  16.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Savannah  River,  Ga.,  January  7,  1865. 
Sir:  I  enclose  extract  of  a  note  to  me  from  General  Sherman,  which 
will  advise  the  Department  of  the  latest  information  which  I  have  in 
regard  to  General  Sherman’s  movements. 

The  positions  which  the  army  occupies,  or  is  moving  to  occupy,  are 
two  corps  at  Savannah,  two  at  Port  Royal  Ferry,  General  Foster’s 
forces  (5,000)  at  the  Tulifinny,  and  a  regiment  at  Boyd’s  Neck. 

I  presume  the  first  point  where  the  two  wings  from  Savannah  and 
Port  Royal  Ferry  will  meet  will  be  at  Branchville,  and  the  march 
thence  to  Florence  and  so  on,  following  the  railroad. 

I  have  no  expectations  that  an  attack  on  Charleston  is  embraced  in 
this  plan,  as  General  Sherman  has  not  suggested  any  arrangements  for 
a  cooperation  with  the  Navy. 

At  the  same  time  the  circumstances  might  determine  the  General  to 
such  an  operation. 

N  w  r — VOL  16 - 11 
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Whatever  forces  the  rebels  have  been  able  to  collect  in  this  quarter 
are,  no  doubt,  posted  in  the  direction  of  Charleston,  prepared  to 
occupy  the  city  or  otherwise,  according  to  its  strength.  It  can  not  be 
sufficient  to  stand  right  in  the  way  of  our  army,  but  may  operate  on 
its  flanks  and  rear  as  the  opportunity  may  offer. 

It  will  always  be  convenient  for  General  Sherman  to  attack  Charles¬ 
ton  until  he  passes  the  Santee;  after  that  the  swampy  land  would 
interfere. 

Charleston  being  left  behind,  there  remains  but  a  single  occasion 
when  the  army  may  communicate  with  the  squadron,  that  is  by  way 
of  the  Santee  or  Georgetown;  and  I  shall  hardly  look  for  this  except 
as  an  incident  from  the  extension  of  the  foragers  on  the  right  wing,  as 
it  would  be  very  little  further  to  communicate  with  the  North  Atlantic 
Squadron  at  Wilmington  and  convenient  to  the  forward  march  of  the 
army. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  the  conclusion  is  forced  on  me  that  the 
work  marked  out  here  will  not  include  Charleston. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sec7'eta.ry  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosure.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field ,  Savannah ,  January  7,  1865. 

Dear  Admiral:  The  letter  you  send  me  is  from  Admiral  Porter,  at 
Beaufort,  N.  C.  I  am  not  certain  that  there  is  a  vessel  in  Port  Royal 
from  Admiral  Porter,  or  I  would  write  him.  If  there  be  one  to 
return  to  him  I  beg  you  to  send  this,  with  a  request  that  I  be  advised 
as  early  as  possible  as  to  the  condition  of  the  railroad  from  Beaufort, 
N.  C. ,  back  to  New  Berne,  and  so  on,  toward  Goldsboro;  also  all  maps 
and  information  of  the  country  above  New  Berne;  how  many  cars  and 
locomotives  are  available  to  us  on  that  road;  whether  there  is  good 
navigation  from  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  via  Pamlico  Sound,  up  Neuse  River, 
etc.  I  want  Admiral  Porter  to  know  that  I  expect  to  be  ready  to 
move  about  the  15th;  that  I  have  one  head  of  column  across  Savannah 
River  at  this  point;  will  soon  have  another  at  Port  Royal  Ferry,  and 
expect  to  make  another  crossing  at  Sister’s  Ferry.  I  still  adhere  to 
plan  submitted  to  General  Grant,  and  only  await  provisions  and 
forage. 

The  more  I  think  of  the  affair  at  W  ilmington  the  more  I  feel  ashamed 
of  the  army  there;  but  Butler  is  at  fault,  and  he  alone.  Admiral 
Porter  fulfilled  his  share  to  admiration.  I  think  the  admiral  will  feel 
more  confidence  in  my  troops,  as  he  saw  us  carry  points  on  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  where  he  had  silenced  the  lire.  All  w'ill  turn  out  for  the 
best  yet. 

I  am,  with  respect,  yours,  truly, 


Admiral  Dahlgren, 

Savannah  River. 


W.  T.  Sherman, 

Major-  General. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  various 
matters  connected  with  the  evacuation  of  Savannah. 

No.  15.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Savannah  River,  January  8,  1865. 

Sir:  Among  the  articles  found  here  after  our  troops  entered  was  a 
torpedo  boat,  which  I  have  received  from  General  Sherman  and  sent 
to  Port  Royal.  As  yet  it  is  only  the  unfinished  wooden  shell;  no 
machinery  was  found  about  the  place,  but  may  be  among  some  that 
was  thrown  overboard. 

There  is  also  another  torpedo  boat  in  the  yard  of  the  builder,  not 
finished,  which  I  may  be  able  to  secure. 

Some  drawings  and  models  were  found  in  the  shipyard  where  the 
torpedo  boats  were  built,  of  torpedo  boats  and  ironclads,  which  will 
hardly  be  considered  as  an  accession  to  the  skill  and  knowledge  of  our 
builders.  I  transmit  them,  however. 

When  the  rebels  evacuated,  the  forts,  Rosedew  and  Beaulieu,  on  the 
Ogeechee  and  Vernon  rivers,  were  occupied  by  the  Sonoma! s  men, 
and  were  afterwards  turned  over  to  General  Sherman,  at  his  request, 
as  he  desired  to  dismantle  them. 

Among  articles  of  private  property  abandoned  in  the  neighborhood, 
was  a  lot  of  silver  plate,  which  was  taken  to  the  Sonoma.  I  will  direct 
it  to  be  transferred  to  the  special  agent  of  the  Treasury,  as  required 
by  law. 

A  party  from  the  squadron  has  been  at  work  endeavoring  to  clear 
the  obstructions  from  the  South  Channel,  which  has  the  deepest  water, 
and  connects  with  St.  Augustine  Creek. 

A  steam  tug,  with  the  divers  and  boats  with  men  from  the  vessels 
present,  have  only  been  able  to  clear  a  passage  of  75  to  100  feet, 
though  they  have  worked  hard  for  a  week.  Very  little  idea  can  be 
formed  of  this  barrier  without  examining  it. 

So  far  as  the  communication  by  water  is  concerned,  I  am  inclined  to 
the  opinion  that  the  best  channel  to  the  city  by  the  Savannah  River 
is  through  the  North  Channel.  But  that  more  water  (not  less  than  10 
feet  at  low  watei’)  can  be  had  by  entering  Wassaw,  going  up  Wilming¬ 
ton  River  and  St.  Augustine  Creek,  into  the  South  Channel. 

Probably  the  true  course  would  be  to  build  a  wharf  at  Thunderbolt, 
whence  a  railroad  of  3  miles  would  reach  the  city,  10£  miles  by  water. 

These  are  questions  which  the  mercantile  community  will  best  solve 
by  the  sure  test  of  profit  and  loss. 

But  the  United  States  has  also  an  interest  in  the  matter,  because  the 
defenses  of  the  city  lie  along  Wilmington  River  and  St.  Augustine 
Creek,  and  the  channel  should  therefore  be  marked  so  that  it  can  be 
used  day  or  night. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei’vant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Instructions  from  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren ,  Tj.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 

Commander  Scott,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  in  Savannah 

River. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Savannah  River,  January  8,  1865. 

Sir:  The  senior  officer  at  this  place  will  be  careful  to  keep  in  com¬ 
munication  with  the  military  authorities  and  render  all  the  aid  in  his 
power  to  facilitate  the  military  operations,  keeping  me  advised  of 
important  events  as  they  occur,  and  of  the  ordinary  course  of  things, 
once  a  week. 

The  torpedo  boat  in  the  yard  is  to  be  launched  when  fit,  and,  with 
all  its  appurtenances,  transferred  to  the  naval  commandant  at  Port 
Royal. 

The  divers  will  work  at  the  obstructions  in  the  South  Channel  (the 
North  is  said  to  be  under  contract)  and  at  the  raising  of  the  steam 
machinery  of  the  torpedo  boats,  reported  to  have  been  sunk  off  the 
wharf. 

You  can  communicate  with  the  quartermaster  on  shore  regarding 
the  obstructions  in  the  North  Channel,  and  should  he  ask  for  any 
assistance  with  them,  the  divers  may  aid  him  when  they  can  be  spared 
for  the  purpose. 

The  scows,  and  whatever  other  articles  you  may  pick  up,  which  are 
of  use  you  will  take  good  care  of,  and,  when  not  further  required 
here,  will  be  sent  to  Port  Ro3"al. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Robt.  W.  Scott, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Sonoma. 


Order  of  _  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander 
Williamson ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Flag. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Savannah  River,  January  8,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  been  requested  to  have  forwarded  to  Port  Royal  the 
small  boat  in  which  Captain  Duncan  came  down  the  Ogeechee/ 
d  on  will  put  it  on  board  the  Daffodil  for  that  purpose,  and  give  all 
necessary  directions  for  its  being  well  taken  care  of. 

ft  is  rumored  that  the  rebel  pirate,  Shenandoah,  chased  the  Fulton 
off  Charleston.  You  will  cruise  for  a  while  outside,  between  Tybee 
and  St.  Catherine’s,  overhauling  any  suspicious  vessel  that  comes  in 
sight,  ^  Direct  the  Lodona ,  when  her  steam  is  ready,  to  do  the  same 
from  St.  Catherine’s  to  St.  Simon’s. 

The  boat  is  to  be  directed  to  First  Lieutenant  J.  E.  Sprague,  Actino- 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Hilton  Head,  to  be  forwarded  to  Wash¬ 
ington. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Commander  J.  C.  Williamson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flag. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  17.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  arrival 
at  Port  Royal ,  8.  C.,  of  the  U.  8.  hark  Gemshok. 

No.  17.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  9 ,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  here,  on  the  8th  instant,  of  the 
F.  S.  bark  Gemsbok ,  in  good  order. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg:  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Freeman ,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report 
regarding  expedition  January  10-18,  1865,  for  the  capture  of  the 
records  of  Nassau  County ,  Fla. ,  transmitting  additional  report. 

U.  S.  Brig  Perry, 
Fernandina ,  Fla. ,  January  19,  1865. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  having  organized,  on  the  11th  instant, 
an  expedition  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  the  county  clerk  of  Nassau 
County,  together  with  the  records,  etc. ,  of  said  county. 

The  tax  commissioners  of  the  State  of  Florida,  finding  it  difficult  to 
proceed  with  their  work  without  the  assistance  of  the  records,  etc., 
applied  to  me  for  aid  in  obtaining  them.  Knowing  the  documents  to 
be  of  much  value  to  the  Government,  I  made  enquiries  of  the  refugees 
and  deserters  from  that  section  and  ascertained  that  one  Higgin¬ 
botham,  living  near  Callahan,  held  the  position  of  county  clerk  and 
had  all  the  records,  etc.,  in  his  possession. 

Having  completed  my  arrangements,  I  started  an  expedition  under 
the  command  of  Acting  Ensign  Fred  Elliott.  Mr.  Elliott  succeeded 
in  capturing  Mr.  Higginbotham,  who,  without  hesitation,  delivered 
into  his  hands  all  the  books,  deeds,  and  records  in  his  possession.  The 
documents  were  hidden  in  a  swamp,  about  1  mile  from  his  house,  in  a 
place  which  would  have  escaped  detection  without  the  aid  of  Mr. 
Higginbotham,  who,  I  must  say,  acted  in  the  most  honorable  manner, 
guiding  the  party  through  the  woods  to  the  boat  by  a  much  shorter 
route.  He  said  he  had  always  been  a  decided  Union  man,  which  state¬ 
ment  was  authenticated  by  Judge  Alsop,  who  knew  him  well.  He 
expressed  his  willingness  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  but  said  it 
would  cause  him  to  be  burned  out  of  house  and  home,  and  as  we  could 
afford  no  protection  either  to  himself  or  family  (13  in  number)  I 
thought  it  best  not  to  administer  it.  After  extracting  such  informa¬ 
tion  from  Air.  Higginbotham  as  desirable,  he  was  allowed  to  return  to 
his  home.  The  documents  captured  are  invaluable  to  the  Government 
and  commissioners  in  prosecuting  their  work. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  the  judges,  as  also  a  report  from  Mr.  Elliott, 
whom  I  recommend  to  your  favorable  notice  as  an  energetic,  trust¬ 
worthy,  and  reliable  officer. 
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Trusting  I  have  done  that  which  will  meet  your  approbation,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  admiral. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  N.  Freeman, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  U.  S.  Brig  Perry. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Daiilgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Brig  Perry, 
Fernandina ,  Fla. ,  January  18,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  obedience  to  orders  received 
from  you,  I  took  command  of  16  men,  one  howitzer,  arms  and  ammu¬ 
nition,  and  placed  them  on  board  prize  schooner  Shell ,  lying  in  Nassau 
Sound. 

On  the  10th  instant,  after  having  completed  my  arrangements,  I 
started  up  Nassau  River  at  6:30  p.  m.,  and  at  8  o’clock  anchored  off 
Seymour’s  Point. 

At  3  o’clock  a.  m.  I  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the  river. 
Arrived  off  Holmes’  Mill  on  the  12th  instant,  in  the  evening,  and  care- 
fully  reconnoitered  the  shore,  but  saw  no  signs  of  the  enemy.  The 
buildings  at  this  place  are  all  in  good  condition,  but  no  furniture  or 
mill  fixtures  remain. 

On  the  13th,  anchored  off  Gassway  Creek,  which  is  situated  about 
40  or  50  miles  from  Nassau  Sound.  Reconnoitered  the  shore  carefully, 
and  landed  at  10  o’clock  a.  m.,  leaving  Acting  Master’s  Mate  T.  H. 
McDonald  in  charge  of  the  schooner.  I  was  accompanied  by  Messrs. 
Grisham  and  Lewis  (who  acted  as  pilots)  and  four  men,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  started  for  the  interior.  At  12:30  p.  m.  reached  the  house  of 
Mr.  Sheffield,  having  crossed  the  railroad  track,  and  at  3  o’clock  p.  m. 
we  started  on  our  route,  which  was  directly  down  the  Florida  Railroad. 
Crossed  bridge  over  Boggy  River  at  4:30  and  stopped  for  night  to 
close  in.  At  6:30  again  commenced  our  journey,  and  at  8  o’clock 
reached  the  town  of  Callahan,  situated  on  the  track.  Reached  our 
destination  (Mr.  Higginbotham’s,  county  clerk  of  Nassau  County)  at 
9:30  and  made  him  a  prisoner,  with  his  official  books  and  papers,  and 
started  on  our  return.  Passed  through  Callahan  at  11:30  p.  m.,  the 
bridge  at  2  o’clock,  and  at  4  o’clock  of  the  14th  instant  arrived  at  Mr. 
Sheffield’s  house,  having  traveled  a  distance  of  50  miles  in  thirteen 
hours.  On  the  whole  journey  I  was  gratified  to  find  that  every  one  of 
the  party  strove  earnestly  to  do  their  duty,  and  although  much  fatigued 
and  worn  out,  exerted  themselves  to  make  the  expedition  successful. 
I  would  recommend  particularly  the  four  men  who  accompanied  me  to 
your  favorable  notice. 

At  10  o’clock  a.  m.  of  the  14th  instant  we  returned  on  board  the 
schooner  and  I  immediately  dispatched  Mr.  McDonald  with  the  pris¬ 
oners  and  documents  to  Fernandina.  On  our  return  down  the  river  I 
landed  at  several  places,  but  saw  no  signs  of  the  enemy.  In  accord¬ 
ance  with  your  instructions  I  shelled  the  high  bluffs  on  the  way,  and 
expended  thirty-six  rounds. 

W  e  arrived  at  Talbot  Island  at  11  o’clock  p.  m.  on  the  16th  instant, 
and  anchored  until  January  17,  when,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I 
started  with  the  schooner  for  Fernandina,  where  we  arrived  at  4  o’clock 
a.  m.  of  the  18th  instant. 
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I  am  well  satisfied  no  force  of  the  enamy  exists  nearer  than  Bald¬ 
win,  except  occasional  scouting  parties  in  search  of  deserters. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Messrs.  Grisham  and  Lewis  for  their  kind 
assistance  and  unflinching  endurance  throughout. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Fred  Elliott, 

Acting  Ensign ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Master  S.  N.  Freeman, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Brig  Perry. 

[Endorsement.] 

January  29,  1865. 

The  within  is  transmitted  for  the  information  of  the  Department, 
and  is  of  interest,  as  it  shows  how  completely  the  country  there  is 
stripped  of  its  fighting  men,  when  boats’  crews  can  traverse  as  these  did. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Pear- Admiral. 


Commendatory  letter  from  Pear- Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to 

Acting  Master  Freeman ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  expedition  to  Nassau 

County,  Florida ,  January  10-18,  1865. 

Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Poyal ,  B.  C. ,  January  29,  1865. 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  report  enclosing  one  from  Acting 
Ensign  Frederick  Elliott,  of  the  Perry,  giving  an  account  of  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  county  clerk  of  Nassau  County,  [Fla.],  together  with  the 
records  of  that  county. 

The  expedition  is  highly  creditable  to  yourself  and  the  officers  and 
men  of  your  vessel  who  were  engaged  in  it. 

Copies  of  your  report  and  that  of  Acting  Ensign  Elliott  will  be 
forwarded  to  the  Navy  Department. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Pear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  S.  N.  Freeman, 

Commanding  Perry,  Fernandina. 


Order  of  Pear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  B.  Navy,  to  Commander  Wil¬ 
liamson,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  trie  destruction  of  Confederate  works  in 
Ossabaw  Bound. 

Flagship  Harvest  Moon,  January  If  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  return  to  your  anchorage  in  Ossabaw  for  the  present. 
The  commander  of  the  Para  appears  to  be  apprehensive  of  the  bat¬ 
teries  being  reoccupied.  They  were  delivered  to  the  army,  which  was 
to  dismantle  them.  Whether  they  have  done  so  is  not  reported. 

On  arriving  you  will  proceed  personally  to  the  battery  and  ascertain 
the  state  of  the  case. 

My  impression  [is]  that  the  army  has  completed  or  is  completing 
the  destruction  of  the  work.  If  not,  and  the  work  is  not  proceeding, 
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you  will  have  the  guns  spiked  and  dismantled,  the  carriages  removed 
or  destroyed,  the  powder  and  shot  or  shell  removed,  and  the  bomb- 
proofs  and  magazines  blown  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  Williamson, 

Commanding  Flag. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Com¬ 
mander  Lv.ee ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pontiac ,  to  report 

fm1  special  duty  to  Major-  General  Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

Flag- Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Savannah  River,  January  13,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  io  this  place,  with  the  Pontiac  under  your 
command,  without  delay,  after  receiving  one  month’s  provisions  and 
a  supply  of  coal. 

It  is  indispensable  that  you  should  be  here,  and  report  early  on 
Monday  to  General  Sherman  for  special  service  with  the  column  of 
Major-General  [Jefferson  C.]  Davis. 

But  the  sooner  the  better. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  B.  Luce, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pontiac. 

[Endorsement.] 

All  right.  I  will  send  General  Slocum  to  consult  with  you,  and 
beg  you  to  escort  any  boats  he  may  have  to  send  up  to  Sister’s  Ferry, 
on  the  Savannah. 

General  Easton  will  find  any  pilots  you  may  want. 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

Major-  General,  Commanding . 


Confidential  memorandum  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
to  Commander  Reynolds ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

1.  The  Pontiac  is  ordered  to  report  to  General  Sherman  for  special 
duty  with  a  column  on  the  Savannah  Fiver. 

-^he  Mingoe  is  to  cooperate  with  General  Foster’s  force,  if  she  is 
needed;  if  not,  she  will  take  post  in  the  Coosaw  or  contiguous  rivers 
and  operate  as  well  as  possible  near  the  course  of  the  troops  from 
Beaufort  at  the  crossings,  etc. 

Ching  will  operate  in  the  Coosaw  or  nearest  rivers  to 
assist  the  advance  of  the  troops.  The  Sonoma  likewise. 

A  tug  will  keep  near  these  vessels  so  as  to  connect  them  and 
communicate. 

V ery  respectfully. 


Commander  Keynolds. 


J.  A.  Dahlgren. 
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Confidential  instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  II.  S.  Navy, 

to  commanding  officers  of  monitors ,  in  view  of  ■proposed  cooperation 

with  Sherman1  s  army  in  the  Carolina s. 

January  15,  1865. 

1st.  General  Sherman’s  army  will  soon  be  in  motion  moving  north¬ 
ward,  but  inclining  from  the  seacoast. 

2d.  He  asks  that  the  attention  of  the  rebels  be  drawn  from  his  opera¬ 
tions  by  such  demonstrations  as  possible  by  the  United  States  naval 
and  land  forces  of  this  quarter,  most  particularly  at  Charleston. 

3d.  General  Foster  will  collect  as  many  troops  as  he  can,  and  I 
desire  to  assist  to  the  full  extent  that  my  force  admits  of. 

4th.  I  learn  from  the  Navy  Department  that  Admiral  Porter  is 
directed  to  send  here  all  the  ironclads  in  his  squadron  as  soon  as  the 
present  operations  at  Wilmington  are  over. 

I  see  no  reason  to  suppose  that  they  will  not  be  here  very  soon. 

5th.  General  Sherman  will  begin  to  move  to-morrow  or  Tuesday,  but 
will  not  be  in  a  position  where  our  demonstration  will  be  most  effec¬ 
tive  for  a  week  or  more. 

6th.  This,  then,  will  be  the  period  for  preparation,  and  the  first 
measure  will  be  to  examine  the  channel  and  make  sure  of  the  ob¬ 
structions,  their  natui’e  and  position. 

7th.  As  the  impression  of  the  commanders  of  monitors  is  that  a 
range  of  obstructions  extends  from  Sumter,  these  will  lie  the  first 
object,  and  the  commanders  of  the  advance  monitors  of  the  15th, 
Patapsco  and  Lehigh ,  are  charged  with  this  duty  for  the  night,  and 
so  on,  in  succession.  The  scouts,  all  boats,  tugs,  etc.,  will  report  to 
them  to  assist. 

8th.  The  preliminary  to  removal  will  be  by  explosion.  Topedoes 
may  be  used  and  boats  filled  with  powder  floated  up  with  the  tide. 

Floats  with  grapnels  or  hooks  attached  may  be  floated  up  to  catch 
and  mark  objects  below  water. 

9th.  To  protect  against  floating  torpedoes  long,  slender  pine  poles, 
30  to  50  feet,  may  be  lashed  in  pairs  in  the  middle,  so  as  to  form  an 
X,  into  which  enters  the  bow  at  one  end,  heels  secured,  and  from  the 
other  depends  a  net,  the  whole  to  float. 

10th.  Captain  Scott  will  see  to  the  prompt  and  sufficient  supplies  of 
men,  boats,  tugs,  poles  for  torpedoes,  boats,  powder,  and  other  requi¬ 
sitions  to  carry  out  the  above. 

11th.  It  is  expected  that  each  day  and  night  will  furnish  its  share 
of  results. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

-  Rear-Admiral. 


Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron , 

January  15 ,  1865. 


Vessel. 

No.  of 
guns. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station 

5 

Screw  tug  .... 

Actg.  Master  Jos.  E.  .Tones . 

Off  Charleston. 

Adger . 

8 

Side-wheel 

Comdr.  Thos.  H.  Patterson . 

Do. 

steamer. 

8 

Ship . 

Aetg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Alvin  Phinney. 

Do. 

9 

Bark . 

Actg.  Master  I.  A.  Pennell . 

St.  Simon's. 

+3 

Actg.  Master  E.  0.  Adams . 

Off  Charleston. 

f3 

_ do . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  V.  Cook . 

Port  Royal. 

Azalea . . 

t2 

. do . 

Actg.  Master  F.  W.  Strong . 

Off  Charleston. 

*  Sailing  vessels.  t  Howitzers. 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  January  15,  1865 — 

Continued. 


Vessel. 

No.  of 
guns. 

Class. 

*Bruen . 

2 

Schooner, 

stores. 

Bark . 

*Braziliera . 

8 

Canandaigua . 

8 

Screw  sloop  . . 

8 

Catalpa . 

t3 

+2 

t2 

f2 

gunboat. 
Screw  tug  .... 

. do  .  .7 _ 

Carnation . 

. do . 

Chatham . 

^Chambers . 

6 

tug. 

Dai  Ching . 

Dandelion . 

7 

t2 

|2 

7 

Screwgunboat 
Screw  tug _ 

Daffodil . 

Flag . 

tug. 

Screw  steamer 

Flambeau . 

5 

*Fernandina . 

9 

Bark . 

Geranium . 

t4 

*Gemsbok . 

tug. 

Gladiolus . 

*Griffith . . 

t3 

3 

Screw  tug  .... 
Schooner, 
mortar. 
Schooner . 

*G.  W.  Rodgers . 

f2 

Home . 

t3 

t6 

t2 

6 

Screw  steamer 
(hospital). 

Side-wh  e  e  1 
steamer. 

Screw  tug  .... 

Bark  (con¬ 
demned). 

Screw  steamer 

Harvest  Moon . 

Hydrangea . 

♦Houghton . 

Hale . 

6 

♦Hope . 

1 

Iris . 

12 

Screw  tug  .... 

Jonquil . 

t2 

2 

Catskill . 

Lehigh . 

2 

Lodona . 

Screw  steamer 
Screw  tug  .... 

Laburnum . 

t4 

f2 

Larkspur . 

♦Lightning . 

Schooner  (ten¬ 
der'. 

Montauk . . 

2 

Mingoe . 

11 

Side -wheel 
steamer. 

McDonough . 

6 

Memphis . 

11 

Screw  steamer 

Schooner . 

*Mangham . 

7 

Nantucket . 

2 

Nahant . 

2 

Nipsic . 

8 

Screwgunboat 

Ship,  store _ 

Screw  steamer 
Schooner, 
mortar. 
Screwgunboat 

Schooner, 

stores. 

Side- wheel  tug 

*N'ew  Hampshire. . . . 
Norwich . 

10 

6 

6 

5 

♦Norfolk  Packet. . . . 

Ottawa . 

♦Orvetta . 

Oleander . 

t2 

2 

Passaic . 

Patapsco  . 

2 

Pawnee . 

14 

11 

6 

Screw  sloop  . . 
Side-wheel 
gunboat. 
Screw  steamer 

Pontiac . 

Potomska . 

Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Master  W.  F.  Redding . 

Actg.  Master  W.  T.  Gillespie . 

Actg.  Ensign  G.  G.  Curtis . 

Comdr.  N.  B.  Harrison . 

Comdr.  E.  Thompson . 

Actg.  Ensign  Allen  K.  Noyes _ 

Actg.  Ensign  David  B.  Hawes. . . 

Actg.  Ensign  William  Boyd . 

Actg.  Ensign  Frank  S.  Leach _ 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  George  W. 
Post. 

Actg.  Master  W.  L.  Bowers . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  .T.  C.  Chaplin . 

Actg.  Ensign  G.  W.  Williams _ 

Actg.  Master  William  H.  Mallard 

Comdr.  J.  C.  Williamson . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Edward  Caven- 
dy. 

Actg.  Master  Lewis  West . 

Actg.  Ensign  David  Lee . 

Actg.  Master  J.  F.  Winchester . . . 

Actg.  Ensign  N.  Boughton . 

Actg.  Master  James  Ogilvie . 

Actg.  Master  L.  G.  Emerson . 

Actg.  Master  Benjamin  Dyer  . . . 

Actg.  Master  J.  K.  Crosby . 

Actg.  Master  Charles  W.  Rogers. 
Actg.  Master  E.  G.  Furber . 

Actg.  Master  C.  F.  Mitchell . 

Actg. Vol.  Lieut.  W.  L.Churchhill 

Actg.  Ensign  William  H.  Ander¬ 
son. 

Actg.  Ensign  Charles  H.  Hanson 
Lieut.  Comdr.  Edward  Barrett . . 
Lieut.  Comdr.  Alex.  A.  Semmes. . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  R.  P.  Swann _ 

Actg.  Ensign  Sturgis  Center _ 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  John 
O’Connor. 


Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  E.  Stone . 

Comdr.  J.  Blakely  Creighton  ... 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  F.  Crosman _ 

Actg.  Master  Robert  O.  Patter¬ 
son. 

Actg.  Master  John  Collins . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  F.  R.  Lewis _ 

Lieut.  Comdr.  William  K.  Mayo. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  W.  Henry..' _ 

Comdr.  William  Reynolds' 

Actg.  MasterWilliam  H.  DeWolf 
Actg.  Ensign  G.  W.  Wood . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  James  Stillwell .. 

Actg.  Master  William  Fales _ 


Actg.  Master  R.  P.  Walter  . . . 
Lieut.  Comdr.  T.  S.  Fillebrown . 
Lieut.  Comdr.  S.  P.  Quackenbush 
Comdr.  G.  B.  Balch 
Lieut.  Comdr.  S.  B.  Luce _ 


Actg.  Master  F.  M.  Montell 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Off  Charleston. 

St.  Andrew’s. 

Special  duty  (divers). 
Off  Georgetown. 

Port  Royal  (repair¬ 
ing). 

Off  Charleston. 

Port  Royal  (repair¬ 
ing). 

Port  Royal. 

Port  Royal  (repair¬ 
ing). 

Port  Royal. 

Bull’s  Bay. 

Broad  River. 

Do. 

Savannah  River. 

Cruising. 

Off  Charleston. 

St.  Catherine’s,  Ga. 

Off  Charleston. 

Port  Royal. 

Off  Charleston. 
Wassaw  Sound. 

Port  Royal  (fitting 
out). 

Off  Charleston. 

Special  duty. 

Off  Charleston. 

Port  Royal. 

St.  John’s  River. 
Savannah  River  (div¬ 
ers). 

Port  Royal  (repair¬ 
ing). 

Off  Charleston. 

Do. 

Do. 

Sapelo. 

Off  Charleston. 

Port  Royal  (repair- 


Off  Charleston. 
Expedition,  Broad 
River. 

Stono. 

Southern  stations, 
with  stores. 

Port  Royal  (repair¬ 
ing). 

Off  Charleston. 

Do. 

Do. 

Port  Royal. 

St.  John’s. 

Ossabaw. 

Port  Royal  (repair¬ 
ing). 

Off  Charleston. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Transporting  troops. 

Port  Royal  (repair¬ 
ing). 


*  Sailing  vessels. 


f  Howitzers. 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  January  15,  1865 — 

Continued. 


Vessel. 


No.  of 
guns. 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Philadelphia 


tl 


Pettit 


1-2 


*Para .  7 

♦Perry .  9 

*Percy  Drayton . 

♦Racer .  3 


Sangamon . . .  4 


Side-wheel 

steamer. 

Sid  e-w  heel 
tug. 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

Brig . 

Sloop,  tender. 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

Monitor . 


Actg.  Master  G.  H.  Avery . 

Actg.  Ensign  Charles  Grieve _ 

Actg.  Master  D.  P.  Heath . 

Actg.  Master  S.  N.  Freeman _ 

Acting  Master  E.  G.  Martin . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Jonathan  Young. 


Sonoma  . . . 

♦St.  Louis. . 
♦Saratoga . . 
S.  Carolina  . 
Sanford 

Stettin . . 

Sweet  Brier 
*Smith _ 

♦Sea  F<5am 


8 

18 

22 

8 

to 

to 

t5 

5 


Side-wheel 
gunboat. 
Sailing  sloop  . 

_ do . 

Screw  steamer 

_ do . 

_ do . 

Screw  tug  .... 
Schooner, 
mortar. 
Schooner, 


Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  W.  Scott . 

Comdr.  G.  H.  Preble . 

A.  V.  Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Brodhead  .. 

A.  V.  Lt.  Win.  W.  Kennison _ 

Actg.  Master  Z.  Kempton . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  J.  Van  Alstine.. 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  D.  Dexter . 

Actg.  Master  B.  Van  Voorhis  ... 

Actg.  Master  E.  C.  Healy . 


Flag-steamer. 

Port  Royal  (repair¬ 
ing). 

Ossabaw. 

Fernandina. 

North  Edisto. 
Savannah  River. 

Port  Royal  (repair¬ 
ing). 

Savannah  River. 

North  Edisto. 

Doboy. 

Off  Charleston. 

Do. 

St.  Helena. 

Off  Charleston. 

Stono. 

Ordered  North. 


stores. 


♦Swift . 

♦Thunder . . 

♦Valparaiso . 

Wissahickon . 

Winona . 

Wamsutta . 

Wando . 

♦Williams  [C.  P.] _ 

♦Wildcat . 

♦Ward  [T.  A.] . 


. .  Schooner, 
tender. 

. do . 

. .  Hulk  (hospi¬ 
tal). 

5  Screwgunboat 

6  . do . 

6  Screw  steamer 
3  Side-wheel 

steamer. 

6  Schooner, 
mortar. 

...  Schooner, 
tender. 

5  . do . 


Actg.  Master  H.  S.  Blanchard  .. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  W.  Johnson... 
Lieut.  Comdr.  William  H.  Dana. 
Actg.  Master  Charles  W.  Lee  . . . 
Actg.  Master  Frederick  T.  King. 

Actg.  Master  G.  W.  Parker . 


Actg.  Master  R.  T.  Wyatt 


Port  Royal. 

Stono. 

Transporting  troops. 
Off  Charleston. 

Port  Royal  (repair¬ 
ing). 

Stono. 

Port  Royal. 

Light-House  Inlet. 


♦Sailing  vessels. 


t  Howitzers. 


Destruction  by  a  torpedo ,  in  Charleston  Harbor ,  of  the  U.  S.  ironclad 

Patapsco ,  January  15,  1865. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlg-ren,  1J.  S.  Navy. 

No.  24.]  Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 

Charleston  Roads,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  destruction  of  the 
U.  S.  monitor  Patajosco  by  a  torpedo  last  night  about  8  o’clock  near 
the  entrance  to  the  lower  harbor  of  Charleston. 

At  the  time  of  the  occurrence  this  vessel  was  the  picket  monitor  of 
the  night,  and  was  underway  engaged  in  covering  the  scout  and  picket 
boats  that  were  searching  the  channel  for  obstructions  and  torpedoes. 

A  court  of  enquiry  has  been  ordered,  to  ascertain  all  the  circum¬ 
stances  connected  with  this  disaster,  and  the  result  will  be  laid  before 
the  Department  when  arrived  at. 

Meanwhile,  for  the  present  satisfaction  of  the  Department,  1  will 
narrate  some  of  the  events  that  immediately  preceded  or  were  con¬ 
nected  with  the  loss  of  the  Patapsco,  and  such  of  the  incidents  attend¬ 
ing  it  as  have  come  to  my  knowledge  or  were  under  my  observation. 

I  parted  from  General  Sherman  at  Savannah  on  the  afternoon  of 
Friday,  the  13th,  with  an  understanding  as  to  the  movements  he  was 
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to  make,  and  a  request  that  General  Foster  and  myself  should  make  as 
much  impression  on  Charleston  as  our  force  permitted,  hut  the  general 
did  not  desire  that  they  should  go  so  far  as  to  commit  my  vessels  to  a 
decisive  attack  on  the  batteries. 

As  the  period  when  this  was  likely  to  occur  left  me  very  little  time 
for  preparation,  I  hastened  to  Charleston,  stopping  at  Port  Royal  only 
the  afternoon  of  Saturday  for  the  purpose  of  leaving  directions  for  the 
steamers  that  might  assist  in  the  movements  of  General  Sherman  while 
near  the  waters  in  the  vicinity. 

It  was  about  8  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  when  I  reached 
Charleston,  and  immediately  called  on  board  Captain  Scott,  the  senior 
officer,  and  the  commanders  of  the  monitors,  in  order  to  apprise  them 
of  what  was  likely  to  occur  and  of  the  necessity  for  hastening  such 
preparations  as  might  be  necessary,  or  the  time  allowed. 

The  morning  passed  in  conversing  on  the  subject,  and  a  free  expres¬ 
sion  of  opinion  was  entered  into  and  given  by  Captain  Scott  and  all  the 
captains  of  the  monitors,  Captains  Quackenbush,  Semmes,  Lewis, 
Barrett,  Stone,  Mayo,  and  Fillebrown.  Fleet  Captain  Bradford  was 
also  present. 

I  drew  to  their  attention  the  different  modes  of  operating  with  the 
ironclads,  from  a  mere  demonstration  upon  Sullivan's  Island  to  the 
decisive  measure  of  forcing  their  way  to  the  city. 

This,  however,  was  left  to  be  decided  by  the  arrival  of  the  iron¬ 
clads  from  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  which  might  be  expected,  and 
by  the  strength  of  the  cooperating  force  under  General  Foster,  and  by 
the  circumstances  that  might  arise  in  the  course  of  events. 

I  desired,  as  a  preliminary  measure,  that  the  channel  at  the  entrance 
of  the  harbor  should  be  thoroughly  examined;  and  to  make  this  more 
sure  required  the  commanders  of  the  advanced  monitors  to  give  their 
personal  attention  to  the  duty,  which  hitherto  had  been  intrusted  to  the 
scout  boats. 


There  were  representations  from  various  quarters  that  obstructions 
had  been  laid  across  the  channel  from  Sumter,  and  it  was  important  to 
know  if  this  were  true,  and,  if  so,  their  nature  and  extent,  with  direc¬ 
tions  for  their  removal  by  explosion. 

Captain  Scott  was  directed  to  furnish  all  the  facilities  in  his  power 
for  the  service.  Steam  tugs,  boats,  men,  grapnels,  hawsers,  etc.,  and 
other  orders  were  given,  so  as  to  prepare  as  Avell  as  possible  all  the 
means  at  disposal  for  the  cooperation  with  General  Sherman. 

After  a  long  and  full  interview  with  the  naval  commanders,  as  above 
mentioned,  I  went  ashore,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant-Commander 
Matthews,  and,  with  General  Schimmelfennig,  visited  the  works  at  the 
extreme  of  Morris  Island,  in  order  to  possess  myself  of  a  full  view  of 
t  e  channel  and  rebel  works  from  that  direction  and  to  note  anv 
important  changes. 

All  was  quiet  and  undisturbed.  Within  near  range  was  Sumter,  and 
a  little  farther  the  heavy  batteries  of  Johnson  and  Sullivan’s  Island, 
and  m  the  distance  the  dwellings  and  spires  of  the  city,  but  not  a  ves- 

°u  !l' ,  be  seen  on  the  waters  of  the  harbor  nor  about 

the  batteries.  Outside  lay  the  Union  fleet  quietly  at  anchor. 

Returning  late,  the  evening  passed  away  in  business  of  the  squadron, 
and  then,  much  fatigued  with  continued  exertion  night  and  day  for 
several  days,  I  fell  asleep,  from  which  I  was  aroused  about  11  o’clock 
by  the  entrance  of  Captain  Quackenbush  and  his  first  lieutenant,  who 
announced  the  loss  of  the  Patapsco. 
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The  advanced,  duty  of  the  night  had  devolved  on  the  Patapsco  and 
Lehigh.  The  latter  was  at  anchor  in  the  advance  at  the  reserve  sta¬ 
tion.  The  Patapsco  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the  harbor  about 
dark  for  duty  as  picket  monitor  of  the  night,  and  passed  on  to  the 
usual  station  some  500  yards  farther  than  the  Lehigh.  Here  she  rounded 
to,  head  downstream  and  to  the  flood  tide. 

From  this  point  Captain  Quackenbush  suffered  the  Patapsco  to 
drift  with  the  tide,  as  the  best  mode  of  controlling  the  vessel  and 
covering  the  operations  of  the  boats. 

Three  scout  boats,  with  grapnel  drags,  were  now  slowly  pushed  on, 
while  two  tugs  steamed  about  the  bows  of  the  Patapsco  and  six  or 
seven  picket  boats  were  pulling  on  her  quarters  or  beam. 

In  due  time  the  Patapsco  found  herself  so  far  up  as  to  be  nearly  on 
a  line  drawn  from  Sumter  to  Moultrie,  when  she  steamed  down  to  the 
vicinity  of  a  buoy,  known  as  the  Lehigh,  because  it  marked  a  project¬ 
ing  shoal  where  the  Lehigh  had  grounded  about  a  year  ago. 

Here  the  engines  were  stopped,  and  the  Patapsco  again  drifted  up. 
When  near  the  former  position  she  steamed  back,  approached  the 
Lehigh  buoy,  stopped  engine,  and  again  drifted  up.  When  near  Sum¬ 
ter  Captain  Quackenbush  steamed  down  once  more,  and  for  the  last 
time.  While  approaching  the  Lehigh  buoy,  there  was  a  shock,  a 
sound  of  explosion,  a  cloud  of  smoke  on  the  port  side,  and  in  less  than 
half  a  minute  the  Patapsco'1  s  deck  was  under  the  surface. 

Captain  Quackenbush  and  his  first  lieutenant  were  standing  on  the 
top  of  the  turret  looking  to  the  course  of  the  vessel,  for  she  had 
grounded  once  already  on  the  shoal  near  the  Lehigh  buoy  when  stand¬ 
ing  down  the  first  time.  They  saw  and  heard  only  what  is  stated 
above. 

The  captain  gave  the  order  to  start  the  pumps  and  lower  the  boats, 
but  scarcely  a  whole  minute  was  allowed  for  the  least  effort. 

Five  officers  and  38  men  were  saved;  62  officers  and  men  are  miss¬ 
ing.  The  survivors  were  those  who  happened  to  be  on  deck,  and  2 
men  from  the  windlass  room,  3  from  the  berth  deck,  1  from  the  turret 
chamber,  and  nearly  all  those  who  were  in  the  Are  room.  Their 
names  are  annexed. 

From  such  accounts  as  I  can  gather  in  so  short  a  time  as  has  elapsed, 
it  would  seem  that  the  explosion  occurred  on  the  port  side  under  the 
wardroom,  blowing  it  up,  so  as  to  drive  up  the  table  and  three  officers 
who  were  sitting  about  it.  The  spar  deck  was  not  blown  through,  but 
the  lookout  on  the  port  side,  and  some  10  feet  from  the  edge  of  the 
deck,  was  thrown  up  suddenly  and  fell  back  with  such  force  as  to  be 
nearly  senseless.  His  rifle  exploded  and  he  was  aware  that  the  ball 
passed  near  him. 

A  man  in  the  windlass  room  saw  a  flash  and  heard  a  sound  like  that 
of  a  shell  near  him.  The  lamp  was  extinguished;  he  heard  the  water 
coming  in,  and  escaped  up  the  hatch  on  deck. 

It  appears  also  that  there  was  no  disrupture  of  the  vessel  at  the 
berth  deck  nor  farther  aft;  that  no  water  came  in  there  save  at  the 
hatches,  as  the  Patapsco  settled  in  the  sea,  and  that  her  bow  went 
down  first,  throwing  the  stern  high  up  for  an  instant,  so  that  a  man 
standing  there  had  to  grasp  at  something  to  keep  upright. 

It  is  believed  that  the  berth-deck  ladder  was  dislodged  by  the  shock 
and  in  the  panic  could  not  be  replaced,  hence  no  men  there  were  saved 
except  those  who  rushed  aft  into  the  fire  room. 
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The  Lehigh  had  got  underway  when  the  Patapscq  passed,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  her  movements  in  drifting  and  steaming,  but  did  not  go  so  far 
up  and  retained  her  position  assigned  as  a  support. 

She  anchored  near  the  Lehigh  buoy  about  7 :45,  and  some  twenty  or 
twenty- live  minutes  later  heard  an  unusual  but  not  very  loud  report, 
saw  a  cloud  of  smoke,  lost  sight  of  the  Patapsco,  which  previously 
had  been  dimly  visible  through  the  obscurity  of  the  night,  then  heard 
men’s  voices  as  if  from  the  water,  and  fearing  something  wrong,  sent 
her  boats  to  the  Patapsco  and  weighed  anchor.  The  disaster  soon 
became  known. 

The  top  of  the  Patapsco'’ s  smoke  pipe  is  seen  above  the  water,  but 
as  yet  there  has  not  been  leisure  to  determine  the  precise  position 
relatively  to  other  objects.  It  is  stated  as  600  to  800  yards  from 
Sumter  and  below  it. 

The  PaMpsco  had  her  torpedo  fenders  and  netting  stretched  as  usual 
around  her.  Three  boats  with  drags  had  preceded  her,  searching  to 
some  depth  the  water  they  had  passed  over,  while  steam  tugs  and  sev¬ 
eral  boats  were  in  different  positions  on  the  bow  beam  and  quarter. 

No  one  who  has  not  witnessed  it  can  appreciate  the  harassing  nature 
of  the  never-ceasing  vigilance  with  which  the  monitor  dut}^  is  sus¬ 
tained  in  this  harbor,  no  matter  what  the  weather  may  be — amid  the 
heat  of  summer  and  the  cold  of  winter,  or  the  heavy  gales  and  bad 
weather  which  so  often  visit  this  anchorage. 

Most  minute  instructions  have  been  given  and  repeated  in  regard  to 
rebel  torpedoes,  and  nothing  more  can  be  done  to  bar  the  chance  of 
accident,  save  permanent  torpedo  catchers,  substantially  made  and 
attached  to  the  bows,  so  as  to  be  entirely  submerged  and  thus  not  to 
be  exposed  to  shot  in  action. 

This  can  not  be  done  here,  and  it  may  be  that  the  fruitful  invention 
of  Mr.  Ericsson  may  supply  the  desideratum. 

Objects  on  the  water,  supposed  to  represent  the  obstructions,  are 
reported  to  me  to-day  as  extending  across  from  Sumter. 

Three  rebel  ironclads  are  just  reported  to  me  as  distinctly  seen  in 
the  Cooper  River,  while  the  fourth  has  a  large  number  of  men  busy 
about  her,  and  smoke  is  said  to  issue  from  her  pipes  as  if  steam  were 
up.  This  is  stated  to  appear  much  larger  than  the  other  three. 

Four  torpedo  boats  are  said  by  deserters  to  be  ready  for  service, 
and  upon  them,  in  the  confusion  of  action,  as  well  as  the  torpedoes  in 
the  water  and  at  the  bows  of  the  ironclads,  the  rebels  are  said  to  relv 
chiefly. 

It  may  be  their  intention,  if  Charleston  must  fall,  to  try  the  chances 
of  battle,  as  rather  more  respectable  than  blowing  them  up. 

Of  the  six  which  I  have  here,  one  or  two  are  always  under  some 
repair,  and  the  Sangamon ,  now  at  Port  Royal,  can  not  be  ready  before 
the  31st.  J 

Nothing  further  has  reached  me  of  the  actual  movements  of  General 
Sherman,  but  he  will  not  remain  in  present  position  much  longer. 

.  I  w°uld  draw  to  the  attention  of  the  Department  the  fact  that  there 
is  no  need  now  of  vessels  to  maintain  the  blockade  at  Ossabaw,  Was- 
saw,  and  Savannah  River,  yet  that  our  positions  at  Wassawand  Savan¬ 
nah  will  have  to  be  maintained  and  the  blockade  at  Ossabaw  resumed 
as  soon  as  our  forces  move,  for  our  line  rests  at  the  left  on  Thunder¬ 
bolt,  and  when  the  army  moves,  leaving  a  garrison  to  hold  Savannah, 
the  rebels  may  be  expected  to  show  themselves  on  the  front. 
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More  effective  vessels  must  therefore  be  maintained  at  those  places 
than  heretofore.  1 

I  write  hastily,  so  as  to  use  the  opportunity  offered  by  the  departure 
of  a  steamer  of  Admiral  Porter’s  fleet. 

A  ill  the  Department  please  to  order  a  few  more  tugs  for  service  in 
this  squadron,  as  well  as  a  few  more  launches  ?  They  are  much  needed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

hear- Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S.-  I  am  now  able  to  transmit  the  report  of  the  commander  and 
first  lieutenant  of  the  Patapsco,  and  to  say  that  the  boats  succeeded  last 
night  in  cutting  away  a  part  of  the  obstructions  laid  from  Sumter  that 
was  nearest  the  water. 

It  consists  of  a  stout  hawser,  buo3red  to  the  surface  by  floats  and 
anchored  at  one  end;  between  each  float  hangs  down  about  5  fathoms 
of  7-inch  rope,  doubled  by  twisting,  and  the  ends  spliced  around  the 
hawser  on  the  surface.  There  are  a  number  of  these,  each  independ¬ 
ent  of  the  other. 

It  is  said  that  chain  is  attached  below,  but  as  yet  this  is  not  ascer¬ 
tained  to  be  a  fact. 

The  position  of  the  Patap>sco  was  approximated  to-day  to  be  about 
800  yards  from  Sumter  and  1,200  yards  from  Moultrie,  exactly  in  a 
line  due  north,  tangent  to  extreme  course  of  low-water  mark  on  Mor¬ 
ris  Island. 

The  court  of  enquiry  meets  to-morrow. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Quackenbush,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Patapsco. 

Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 
Charleston  Poads,  S.  C. ,  January  16 ,  186 J 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a  report  of  circumstances 
connected  with  the  loss  of  the  ironclad  Patajpsco  under  my  command, 
at  8:10  p.  m.  the  15th  instant,  by  a  torpedo.  On  the  evening  of  the 
15th  instant  we  cast  off  from  our  buoy  at  the  lower  anchorage  and 
proceeded  up  to  our  usual  station,  as  advance  monitor.  We  rounded 
to,  and  1  immediately  called  alongside  the  officers  in  charge  of  picket 
and  scout  boats.  I  directed  them  to  select  as  many  boats  as  had  grap¬ 
nels  and  to  push  them  up  the  harbor,  using  eveiy  effort  to  discover 
torpedoes  or  obstructions;  the  remaining  boats  to  take  position  on  our 
beams  and  quarters,  keeping  within  100  or  200  yards  of  the  vessel. 
The  commanding  officers  of  the  tugboats  were  ordered  to  keep  about 
the  same  distance  ahead  and  on  each  bow.  The  object  in  assigning 
these  positions  was  to  avoid  observation  by  the  enemy  and  drawing 
their  fire.  I  then  allowed  the  Patapsco  to  drift  up  with  the  tide  until 
nearty  in  a  line  from  Sumter  to  Moultrie,  the  boats  and  tugs  keeping 
in  their  respective  positions.  From  this  point,  which  was  the  highest 
point  attained,  we  steamed  down  to  within  a  few  yards  of  the  Lehigh 
buoy;  then  stopped  and  allowed  the  vessel  to  drift  up,  keeping  in  sight 
of  the  before-mentioned  buoy.  On  proceeding  down  the  third  time, 
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and  when  within  between  200  or  300  yards  of  the  buoy,  we  struck  and 
exploded  a  large  torpedo,  or  torpedoes,  about  30  feet  from  the  bow 
and  a  little  on  the  port  side.  The  instant  I  discovered  that  we  had 
been  struck,  I  gave  the  order  to  start  the  pumps.  In  an  instant  more 
1  discovered  that  the  whole  forward  part  of  the  vessel  was  submerged, 
and  there  being  no  possible  chance  to  save  the  vessel,  I  then  gave  the 
order  to  man  the  boats,  but  before  even  an  effort  could  be  made  to  do 
so  the  vessel  had  sunk  to  the  top  of  the  turret.  The  boat  which  hung 
at  the  port  davits  abaft  the  turret  was  afloat  before  Acting  Ensign  A. 
P.  Bashford  and  the  quartermaster  of  the  watch,  who  were  with  me 
on  the  port  side  of  the  turret,  could  get  into  the  boat  to  clear  the  falls. 
It  was  by  great  exertion  that  Mr.  Bashford  and  the  quarteimaster 
succeeded  clearing  the  boat  from  the  head  of  the  davits.  A  hen  I  left 
the  turret  to  get  into  the  boat  1  could  discover  nobody  on  board,  and 
the  water  was  at  the  time  ankle  deep  on  the  turret.  My  first  thought 
after  this  Providential  escape  was  the  safet}^  of  such  of  the  survivors 
as  we  could  pick  up.  I  had  the  good  fortune  of  saving  eleven  of  the 
crew.  Owing  to  the  disposition  of  the  boats  and  tugs,  wrhich  I  had 
previously  made  to  provide  against  accidents,  all  those  persons  who 
had  escaped  up  from  below  and  those  that  were  on  deck  were  rescued 
to  the  number  of  43 — 5  officers  and  38  men.  I  would  respectfully  state 
that  at  no  time  did  I  apprehend  any  danger  whatever  from  torpedoes, 
as  it  was  generally  supposed  that  they  were  sunk  above  the  line  from 
Moultrie  to  Sumter,  and  therefore  did  not  conceive  that  the  safety  of 
the  vessel  or  the  lives  of  those  on  board  were  being  jeopardized.  In 
conclusion,  I  would  state  that  the  cool  intrepidity  displayed  by  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Sampson,  my  executive  officer,  and  Acting  Ensign  Bashford,  the 
only  two  officers  belonging  to  the  ship  wdio  came  under  my  notice, 
deserves  the  highest  praise.  1  have  since  been  informed  that  the  third 
assistant  engineer,  D.  G.  Davis,  remained  nobly  at  his  post  when  the 
ship  wrent  down. 

Accompanying  this  report  I  send  you  the  statement  of  Lieutenant 
W .  T.  Sampson,  executive  officer. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Quackenbusli, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Sampson,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  executive  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Patapsco. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Catskill, 
Charleston  Roads ,  S.  C.,  January  16, 1866. 

Sir:  Upon  me,  as  one  of  the  fortunate,  devolves  the  sad  duty  of 
reporting  to  you  the  destruction,  by  a  large  torpedo,  of  the  monitor 
Patapsco  while  on  picket  duty. 

In  obedience  to  your  orders,  the  Patapsco ,  on  the  night  of  the  15th 
instant,  was  rounded  to  at  the  usual  station  of  the  advance  monitor, 
but  not  anchored.  Two  or  three  picket  boats,  with  what  grapnels  could 
be  obtained  from  the  Patapsco  and  Lehigh,  were  sent  up  the  channel 
to  drag  for  torpedoes,  and  if  possible  learn  the  nature  and  position  of 
any  obstructions  placed  in  the  channel  by  the  rebels.  To  protect  the 
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boats  while  thus  engaged,  the  Patapsco  was  allowed  to  drift  up  the 
channel,  taking  the  precaution  to  keep  her  head  to  the  strong  flood" tide, 
that  she  might  be  under  better  command  in  case  our  movements  drew 
the  rebel  fire. 

To  avoid  unnecessary  risk  of  life,  the  picket  and  scout  boats  not 
engaged  in  dragging  were  ordered  by  you  to  pull  off  on  either  beam 
anci  quarter,  but  remain  in  sight  of  the  vessel.  The  two  tugboats,  for 
the  same  reason,  were  ordered  to  keep  down  channel  of  us,  but  near 
at  hand.  The  Patapsco  drifted  up  the  west  side  of  the  channel,  going 
ahead  slowly  at  times,  to  keep  her  head  to  tide  and  in  the  channel. 
When  we  had  reached  a  point  between  Sumter  and  Moultrie  and  about 
500  yards  from  the  former,  we  steamed  down  the  channel  under  one 
bell  until  we  had  passed  the  Lehigh  buoy,  placed  on  the  extreme  end 
of  the  point  making  out  from  Morris  Island.  While  steaming  down, 
the  vessel  struck  upon  the  point,  but  owing  to  the  strong  tide  was  soon 
afloat.  The  monitor  Lehigh  was  then  in  plain  sight  and  some  300  or 
400  yards  from  us.  The  Patapsco  was  again  permitted  to  drift  up 
channel,  keeping  her  in  5  or  5i  fathoms  of  water.  This  time  we 
reached  a  point  in  the  line  joining  the  rebel  signal  station  on  the  south¬ 
west  point  of  Sullivan’s  Island  and  Fort  Sumter.  In  the  meantime  the 
picket  boats  were  astern  of  us  dragging.  Being  engaged  in  piloting 
the  vessel,  I  did  not  notice  whether  they  were  in  sight  or  not.  Intend¬ 
ing  to  make  our  advances  up  the  harbor  gradual,  and  give  the  boats 
time  to  learn  the  locality  of  any  torpedoes  or  obstructions,  we  again 
steamed  down,  going  fast  part  of  the  time,  until  we  had  passed  the 
Lehigh  buoy.  W e  again  drifted  up  to  the  place,  from  which  we  started 
down  the  second  time.  We  again  steamed  down  channel  and  were  going 
four  bells  when  the  vessel  struck  the  torpedo  and  sunk  in  about  fifteen 
seconds.  The  last  cast  of  the  lead,  given  a  moment  before  she  struck, 
was  5  fathoms.  We  were  then  about  300  yards  to  the  northward  of 
the  Lehigh  buoy. 

The  torpedo  struck  the  vessel  on  the  port  side,  and  just  abreast  the 
bitts,  and  appeared  to  raise  the  deck,  through  which  the  smoke  issued. 

My  first  impression  on  hearing  the  report  was  that  a  shot  had  struck 
the  overhang  just  below  the  water;  but  the  column  of  smoke  and  water 
which  immediately  shot  upward  convinced  me  of  the  real  nature  of  the 
explosion. 

The  order  to  start  the  pumps  was  immediately  given  by  you  down 
through  the  turret.  So  impracticable  did  the  execution  of  the  order 
appear  the  next  instant  that  I  did  not  repeat  it.  You  immediately 
afterwards  gave  the  order  to  man  the  boats.  Although  these  orders 
were  given  in  rapid  succession,  only  the  officer  of  the  deck,  who  stepped 
from  the  turret  into  the  boat,  and  one  man,  had  time  to  obey  the  last 
order  before  the  boat  was  afloat  at  the  davits. 

Owing  to  the  wise  precaution  of  having  the  picket  boats  near  at 
hand,  all  those  who  were  on  deck  at  the  time  were  saved.  None  escaped 
from  below  except  the  engineer  and  fireman  on  watch  and  one  man 
who  passed  from  the  berth  deck  through  into  the  fireroom  and  up  the 
hatch.  From  my  position  on  top  of  the  turret  I  was  able  to  form  a 
correct  opinion  of  the  movements  and  positions  of  the  vessel  the  whole 
time.  The  foregoing  report,  I  think,  contains  all  the  main  points 
which  came  under  my  immediate  notice.  I  would  further  add  that  at 
no  time,  to  my  knowledge,  were  we  within  sight  of  any  obstructions. 
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From  my  position  on  the  ridge  rope  round  the  turret,  ivhile  conning 
the  vessel,  I  was  not  aide  to  avail  myself  of  your  order  to  man  the 
boats.  I  was  soon  picked  up  by  one  of  the  picket  launches  and  imrne- 
diately  ordered  the  officer  in  command  to  pull  up  the  haiboi  in  the 
hope  of  picking  up  others. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  T.  Sampson, 

Lieutenant. 


Lieutenant-Commander  S.  P.  Quackenbush. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  proceedings  of  a 

court  of  enquiry. 

No.  44.]  Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C. ,  January  29,  1865. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  the  proceedings  of  a  court  of  enquiry  in 
the  case  of  the  Patapsco,  and  a  copy  *  of  my  confidential  minute,  which 
exhibits  the  views  that  I  expressed  to  the  captains  of  the  monitors  on 
the  15th,  and,  as  such,  copies  were  to  have  been  issued  to  all  of  them 
as  soon  as  they  could  be  made. 

That  evening  the  disaster  to  the  Patapsco  occurred,  and  it  seemed 
proper  to  stay  any  further  exposure  of  the  monitors  for  the  time, 
leaving  the  removal  of  the  obstructions  to  be  effected  by  the  boats 
and  tugs. 

I  will  transmit  by  the  Massachusetts  a  sample  of  the  obstructions 
removed  by  one  of  the  boats,  which  were  so  arranged  that  they  would 
not  only  impede  the  propeller  of  a  vessel,  but  would  actually  anchor 
her  under  fire.  I  just  learn  from  a  negro,  wTho  was  a  slave  of  the 
officer  employed  in  the  work,  that  200  anchors  were  put  down. 

The  Department  will  recognize  the  almost  impossibility  of  removing 
obstructions  and  torpedoes  from  channels  under  fire;  when  not  under 
fire,  there  is  no  difficulty. 

Some  arrangement  should  be  made  for  protecting  the  monitors,  and 
it  might  be  done,  but  not  here;  there  is  not  the  material,  the  time,  nor 
the  labor  to  spare,  and,  to  do  it  properly,  it  might  be  necessary  to 
haul  them  out  of  water. 

Prongs,  like  the  cowcatcher  of  a  locomotive,  could  be  attached,  but 
should  be  under  the  overhang,  so  as  to  be  protected  from  fire.  This 
would  require  the  monitor  to  be  out  of  water,  and  beaching  might  not 
do  for  so  long  a  time, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams, 

Charleston  Roads ,  8.  C. ,  January  21^,  1865. 

Ihe  court,  after  mature  deliberation,  from  the  evidence  adduced, 
find  the  following  facts,  viz: 

I.  That  the  U.  S.  ironclad  Patapsco  was  sunk  about  8  o’clock  and 
ten  minutes,  the  night  of  the  15t,h  January,  1865,  in  5  fathoms  water. 


*See  p.  169. 
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II.  That  her  sinking  was  caused  by  a  torpedo  exploding  under  her 
port  side,  about  35  feet  from  the  stem. 

HI.  That  at  the  time  of  this  explosion  she  was  steaming  from  the 
direction  of  Fort  Sumter  and  was  about  700  yards  distant  from  it,  on 
the  west  side  of  the  channel. 

IV.  That  she  was  there  to  protect  picket  and  scout  boats  employed 
to  find  obstructions. 

V.  That  she  was  above  the  regular  picket  station  by  order. 

VI.  That  she  sank  almost  immediately  after  the  explosion. 

A  list  of  the  survivors,  marked  “B,”  and  of  the  lost,  marked  “C,” 
are  herewith  appended. 

G.  H.  Scott, 

Captain  and  Senior  Member  of  the  Court. 

W.  F.  A.  Torbert, 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster ,  Judge- Advocate. 

(B.) 

Officers  and  men  saved  from.  TJ.  8.  ironclad  Patapsco. — Lieutenant- 
Commander  S.  P.  Quackenbush,  Lieutenant  W.  T.  Sampson,  First 
Assistant  Engineer  Reynolds  Driver,  Acting  Ensign  A.  P.  Bashford, 
Third  Assistant  Engineer  John  J.  Ryan;  Isaac  Barnes,  boatswain’s 
mate,  in  charge;  William  Nolan,  boatswain’s  mate;  Michael  McCaffery, 
gunner’s  mate;  Peter  Nolan,  chief  quartermaster;  Joseph  Rodgers, 
captain  forecastle;  James  Miller,  quarter  gunner;  Richard  Cunning¬ 
ham,  coxswain;  Andrew  Lawson,  Edward  I.  Eden,  George  W.  Wing, 
seamen;  Andrew  Fenton,  Hugh  McGowan,  James  Murphy,  Edward 
Blake,  ordinary  seamen;  Henry  Wiegel,  George  A.  Becker,  Michael 
Sergeant,  Robert  K.  Brown,  Peter  Ross,  Joseph  Johnson,  Edward 
Gannaley,  Michael  Douland,  James  M.  Thomas,  George  Caldwell, 
landsmen;  James  H.  Mulhearn,  Edward  Bogan,  James  Id.  Burke,  first- 
class  boys;  John  H.  Sikes,  first-class  fireman;  Edward  Goulden, 
Thomas  Bache,  James  O.  Gorman,  John  McCarty,  James  O’Brien, 
James  J.  Brady,  second-class  firemen;  John  Larkin,  Wayne  Weest, 
Thomas  Shea,  Thomas  Pyne,  coal  heavers. 

The  above  is  a  correct  list  of  all  the  enlisted  men  saved  from  the 
Patapsco  the  night  of  the  15th  of  January. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  captain,  executive  officer,  chief  engi¬ 
neer,  engineer  of  the  watch,  and  Ensign  Bashford  were  saved. 

A.  A.  Semmes, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commandmg  V.  8.  8.  LebigJi. 

January  16,  1864. 

(C.) 

Officers  and  men  lost  in  the  77.  8.  ironclad  Patapsco. — John  White, 
acting  master;  Samuel  H.  Peltz,  assistant  surgeon;  William  S.  Cree- 
vey,  acting  assistant  paymaster;  James  C.  Brown,  Joseph  S.  Johnson, 
acting  ensigns;  George  L.  Palmer,  acting  second  assistant  engineer; 
DeWfitt  G.  Davis,  Benjamin  R.  Stevens,  third  assistant  engineers; 
Benjamin  B.  Naylor,  pilot  (not  found);  Aaron  C.  Fifield,  master-at- 
arms;  William  Peterson,  captain  of  forecastle;  Thomas  Brown,  cox¬ 
swain;  William  H.  Miller,  Samuel  Keiniston,  quartermasters;  Michael 
Fitzgerald,  gunner’s  mate;  James  F.  Hathaway,  yeoman;  William  H. 
Bissington,  paymaster’s  steward;  John  Woelfkens,  surgeon’s  steward; 
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Jacob  H.  Funk,  captain  of  the  hold;  Edward  A.W  illiams,  ship’s  cook; 
Samuel  Macra,  wardroom  cook;  Alexander  Davis,  wardroom  steward; 
John  Smith,  carpenter’s  mate;  Alexander  Black,  captain's  steward; 
Martin  Morley,  ship’s  writer;  Alfred  Taylor,  sick  nurse;  Albert  Dun¬ 
bar,  James  Stevens,  captains  of  after  guard;  John  Francis,  coxswain; 
Hiram  Whiter,  quarter  gunner;  Joseph  Goodall,  Alexander  Arm¬ 
strong,  seamen;  Lorenzo  C.  Blaisdell,  Lewis  K.  Plummer,  Evan  M. 
Hopkins,  ordinary  seamen;  William  Moore,  James  Moyle,  Michael 
Barrow,  John  McGinley,  Charles  O.  Washburne,  John  Manning, 
James  Dwyer,  Bernard  Corregan,  Henry  Williams,  landsmen;  Eugene 
Cone,  Seth  Brinkley,  first-class  boys;  Frank  Albertson,  John  Bradley, 
first-class  firemen;  Thomas  Murphy,  second-class  fireman;  John  Mason, 
first-class  fireman;  Patrick  Hawkins,  second-class  fireman;  Edwin 
Gibbs,  first-class  fireman;  James  Nielan,  William  M.  Roouand,  Wil¬ 
liam  P.  Burbeck,  David  Haggett,  second-class  firemen;  John  Farron, 
Thomas  Cain,  Samuel  M.  Davenport,  William  Gordon,  coal  heavers. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  IT.  S.  Nary,  to  Commander  Thomp¬ 
son,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  temporary  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Sonoma. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Off  Charleston,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir:  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Sonoma  at  Port  Royal  you 
will  assume  the  temporary  command  of  that  vessel  for  special  service 
for  a  few  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Egbert  Thompson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron. 


Tetter  from  Major-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  plans  of  operations. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  17 ,  1865. 

Dear  Admiral:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  note  of  the  16th 
instant,  with  the  letter  and  roll  of  charts  from  Admiral  Porter.  I 
send  you  herewith  a  letter*  to  Admiral  Porter,  which  I  beg  you  will 
send  him  at  your  earliest  convenience,  but  it  is  not  of  enough  impor¬ 
tance  to  detach  a  ship.  I  regret  exceedingly  the  loss  of  the  monitor 
Patapsco,  especially  that  she  carried  down  so  many  valuable  lives. 
Admiral  Porter  thinks  he  and  General  Terry  can  take  Fort  Fisher,  or 
at  all  events  occupy  the  peninsula  above  it  and  cut  it  oft'  from  Wilming¬ 
ton.  Of  this  we  shall  hear  soon,  as  he  proposed  to  renew  the  attack 
on  the  13th  or  14th,  and  in  case  of  taking  Fort  Fisher  he  would  send 
to  Charleston  all. his. fleet,  save  enough  to  blockade  Wilmington  and 
keep  up  communications  for  the  troops  on  shore.  Otherwise  he  could 
hold  on  there  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  enemy  about  there,  to  keep 


*See  Series  I,  vol.  11,  p.  612. 
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them  from  me.  You  will  have  heard  that  we  took  Poc.otaligo  on  the 
15th,  according  to  my  plans,  and  we  now  have  the  Seventeenth  Corps, 
General  Blair,  strongly  intrenched  on  the  railroad.  I  would  by  this 
time  also  have  had  my  left  wing  at  Sister’s  Ferry,  but  have  been,  and 
still  am,  delayed  by  the  nonarrival  of  our  stores  necessary  to  fill  our 
wagons.  I  will  get  all  the  army  in  motion.  The  first  installment  of 
General  Grover’s  division,  which  is  to  garrison  Savannah,  has  just 
arrived,  and  all  will  be  in  to-morrow.  I  would  prefer  you  should  run 
no  risk  at  all.  When  we  are  known  to  be  in  rear  of  Charleston,  about 
Branchville  and  Orangeburg,  it  will  be  well  to  watch  if  the  enemy  lets 
go  of  Charleston,  in  which  case  Foster  will  occupy  it,  otherwise  the 
feint  should  be  about  Bull’s  Bay.  We  will  need  no  cover  about  Port 
Royal;  nothing  but  the  usual  guard  ships.  1  think  that  you  will  con¬ 
cur  with  me  that,  in  anticipation  of  the  movement  of  my  army  to  the 
rear  of  the  coast,  it  will  be  unwise  to  subject  your  ships  to  the  heavy 
artillery  of  the  enemy  or  his  sunken  torpedoes.  I  will  instruct  Foster, 
when  he  knows  I  have  got  near  Branchville,  to  make  a  landing  of  a 
small  force  at  Bull’s  Bay,  to  threaten,  and  it  may  be  occupy,  the  road 
from  Mount  Pleasant  to  Georgetown.  This  will  make  the  enemy 
believe  I  design  to  turn  down  against  Charleston  and  give  me  a  good 
offing  for  Wilmington.  I  will  write  you  again  fully  on  the  eve  of 
starting  in  person. 

Your  friend, 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

Major-  General. 

Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron ,  of  Charleston. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Kozlay ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Lieutenant-  Commander 
Johnson ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  requesting  a  demonstration  in  front  and 
rear  of  Legareville ,  S.  C. 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 
Folly  Lsland ,  S.  G. ,  January  19,  1865. 
Sir:  By  direction  of  the  general  commanding  district  I  have  the 
honor  to  request  you  “to  proceed  up  Stono  and  Kiawah  rivers  and 
shell  the  front  and  rear  of  Legareville,  to  see  whether  the  enemy  has 
new  or  old  batteries  there,  to  discover  their  strength,  make  a  great 
noise,  worry  them,  and  cause  them  to  believe  we  are  strong.” 

I  most  respectfully  request  to  be  informed  whether  the  above  can 
be  complied  with,  that  I  may  so  state  to  the  general  commanding. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

E.  A.  Kozlay, 

Colonel  Fifty-fourth  New  York  Vols.,  Comdg.  Post. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Johnson, 

Senior  Officer,  Commanding  Fleet  at  Stono  Lnlet. 
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Order  of  Hear- Admiral  Dahlgren ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  to  lieutenant-  Com¬ 
mander  Belknap ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  measure s  of  protection 
against  Confederate  torpedo  boats. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Charleston  Roads ,  January  19 ,  idYb. 
Sir:  You  will  lose  no  time  in  securing  the  Canonicus  against  the 
possible  action  of  the  rebel  torpedo  boats;  temporary  fenders  must  be 
used  until  permanent  fixtures  can  be  provided. 

Boat  patrol  must  be  used  with  vigilance,  and  such  other  measures 
resorted  to  as  are  in  common  practice  here,  and  which  you  will  best 
become  acquainted  with  by  visiting  the  monitors  that  have  been 
stationed  here. 

It  is  presumed  your  anchors  and  chains  are  in  good  condition  and 
sufficient  for  such  weather  as  may  be  expected  here  at  this  season. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren. 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  George  E.  Belknap, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Canonicus. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant-Commander  A. 
W.  Wearer,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  TMTahopac.  Order 
dated  January  20,  1865,  of  like  tenor,  to  Commander  Enoch  G.  Parrott, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monadnock.  ] 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Batch, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in 
North  Edisto  River. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Charleston  Roads ,  January  19,  1865. 
Sir:  After  towing  the  Montauk  to  Stono,  which  you  will  do  when 
the  weather  is  favorable,  you  will  proceed  to  North  Edisto  without 
delay  and  join  the  Sonoma  in  controlling  the  river. 

Keep  me  advised  of  your  movements,  and  also  those  of  the  enemy. 
Knock  down  any  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  in  reach  of  your  guns. 
Be  careful  not  to  encounter  torpedoes. 

A  report  has  reached  me  that  the  rebel  advance  has  fallen  back  to 
Adams  Run  before  General  Howard. 

A  copy  of  the  SonomaTs  orders  is  herewith  enclosed. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Commander  George  B.  Balch, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Thomp¬ 
son, U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Sonoma ,  for  a  reconnoissance 
m  the  North  Edisto  River. 


Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Charleston  Roads,  S.  Cl,  January  19,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Edisto  and  feel  your  way  up  the  river  so 
fai  as  it  may  be  judicious  to  do  so,  in  order  to  ascertain  where  are  the 
present  positions  of  the  rebels. 
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Your  boats  should  sweep  well  for  torpedoes  in  advance  of  the 
steamer. 

If  you  encounter  any  force  that  can  be  disposed  of  by  your  fire, 
do  so. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,T.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  E.  Thompson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sonoma. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  vessels 
recently  arrived  from  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

No.  35.]  Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Charleston  Roads ,  S.  C. ,  January  20,  1865. 
Sir:  The  monitors  Canonicus  and  Mahopac  arrived  here  yesterday; 
also  the  Shenandoah ,  Juniata ,  Ticonderoga ,  Tuscarora ,  and  State  of 
Georgia. 

The  Mohican  has  arrived  at  Port  Royal. 

To-day  arrived  the  MonadnocJc  and  Keystone  State. 

The  Canonicus  is  in  good  order,  but  the  Mahopac  has  a  X\  -inch 
burst,  which  can  not  be  replaced  here;  her  decks  are  reported  to  leak 

The  Ticonderoga  and  Juniata  are  reported  in  immediate  need  of 
much  repair  in  the  steam  department;  they  are  now  in  this  harbor, 
and  orders  have  been  given  to  place  them  in  serviceable  condition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Rolando, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State,  to  tow  the  U.  S.  S. 
Montauk  to  Wilmington  ,  N.  C. 

Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 

Charleston  Roads,  January  21,  1865. 

Sir:  Conformably  to  the  request  of  Admiral  Porter,  you  will  tow 
the  monitor  Montauk  to  him  at  Wilmington  as  soon  as  she  is  ready, 

provided  it  can  be  done  safely,  in  your  opinion. 

If  you  encounter  a  heavy  sea  on  the  passage,  I  should  advise  not  to 
tow  the  monitor  against  it  if  she  complains,  but  let  her  cast  oil  and 
run  with  the  sea  quarters,  and  a  few  turns  of  the  screw  for  steer¬ 
ageway.  , 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  Rolando, 

Commanding  Keystone  State. 
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Letter  from  Hear- Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  loan  of  a  light-draft  monitor. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Charleston  Roads ,  January  21,  1865. 

Admiral:  Captain  Rolando,  of  the  Keystone  State ,  handed  me  yours* 
of  the  19th  yesterday  about  2  p.  m.,  just  as  a  northeaster  had  set  in, 
and  it  was  too  late  that  day  to  cross  the  bar  with  the  swell  that  was  on. 

1  can  very  illy  spare  a  monitor  at  this  time,  having  lost  the  Patapsco , 
and  received  three  more,  one  with  only  a  single  gun,  instead  of  four, 
and  the  Iromides. 

This  may  reduce  my  force  too  low  to  make  the  impression  I  should 
desire  on  the  rebel  batteries,  if  General  Foster  will  undertake  his 
part  of  the  attack  I  have  in  view,  and  which  I  feel  sure  will  succeed. 

But  I  also  entertain  a  deep  interest  in  your  concluding  what  you 
have  so  well  begun,  and  therefore  send  one  of  the  lightest  draft  moni¬ 
tors  that  I  have,  on  the  condition,  however,  that  you  will  guarantee 
her  return  to  me  in  one  week,  or  sooner,  if  I  send  for  her. 

I  have  also  to  ask  that  you  will  apprise  the  Navy  Department  of 
this,  and  that  you  will  answer  for  my  compliance  with  your  request. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  informed  me  that  he  had  ordered  you 
to  send  me  all  the  vessels  you  could  spare.  The  Brooklyn  has  not 
arrived.  Will  you  please  to  dispatch  her  to  me,  and  any  other  good 
broadsides  you  may  have,  together  with  some  double-end'ers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron . 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  need  of 

naval  stores. 

No.  32.]  Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  January  22,  1865. 

Sir:  The  naval  storekeeper  finds  the  stores  on  hand  so  much  reduced, 
and  the  consumption  so  much  increased  by  the  arrival  of  additional 
vessels,  that  it  seems  expedient  to  apprise  the  Department  forthwith, 
in  order  that  the  pressing  necessity  may  be  met  as  soon  as  possible. 

There  are  other  requisitions  which  require  attention.  Additional 
vessels  and  guns  have  arrived,  but  they  have  expended  their  ammuni¬ 
tion  largely,  and  supplies  are  needed  for  the  purpose. 

.  For  these  reasons,  I  send  a  special  steamer  to  convey  the  requisi¬ 
tions  to  the  proper  bureaus. 

The  time  for  active  operations  is  rapidly  approaching,  and  General 
bherman  may  be  expected  to  move  in  a  few  days. 

His  right  wing  has  been  transported  by  water  from  Thunderbolt  to 
Beaufort,  and  the  heads  of  columns  are  on  the  railroad  above  Poco- 
taligo. 

The  left  wing  will  soon  push  out  from  Savannah,  and  the  whole 
aimy  will  then  advance  on  its  intended  line  of  march. 


*See  Series  I,  volume  11,  p.  615. 
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Savannah  will  be  held  by  a  garrison  of  about  5,000  troops  in  the 
works  extending  from  Thunderbolt  on  the  left  to  the  Savannah  River 
on  the  right. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  proposed 
measures  of  cooperation  with  Mayor- General  Sherman ,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

No.  33.]  Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  January  PJ  1865. 

Sir:  The  Department  is  alread}^  advised  by  my  previous  letters,  and 
no  doubt  more  fully  by  intelligence  from  the  War  Department,  of  the 
precise  object  of  General  Sherman’s  operation. 

To  assist  in  this  a  diversion  is  to  be  made  upon  Charleston,  though 
General  Sherman  is  directly  opposed  to  any  direct  attack  from  sea¬ 
ward  upon  the  harbor  or  upon  James  Island. 

General  Foster  will  not,  therefore,  engage  in  anything  of  the  kind,  but 
will,  conjointly  with  me,  undertake  such  a  move  along  the  approaches 
to  Mount  Pleasant  from  Bull’s  Bay  as  to  embarrass  the  rebel  general 
as  to  the  real  design. 

The  force  I  have  is  not  equal  to  anything  more  than  a  cooperation 
with  the  army,  and  is  therefore  limited  to  what  the  generals  may  elect. 

Assuming,  however,  that  the  rebel  garrisons  will  be  reduced  to  a 
minimum,  I  have  proposed  to  General  Foster  an  attack  on  a  portion 
of  their  works,  which  I  am  very  hopeful  of.  At  the  same  time  it  relies 
very  much  more  on  the  presumed  reduction  of  the  rebel  force  by 
General  Sherman’s  interior  operation  than  on  our  own  strength. 

General  Foster  has  it  now  under  consideration,  and  is  so  far  well 
inclined  to  it  that  he  only  wants  the  sanction  of  General  Sherman. 

I  can  not,  however,  avoid  comparing  the  force  at  my  disposal  with 
that  which  has  been  assigned  to  other  admirals.  I  have  not  a  single 
good  broadside  even  of  one  deck;  the  Pawnee  is  the  heaviest,  8  guns. 

I  hope,  therefore,  the  Department  may  be  able  to  dispatch  some 
vessels  of  the  kind  with  a  draft  not  exceeding  15  feet,  and  as  much 
lighter  as  may  be. 

I  find  that  the  monitors  which  come  here  bring  no  ammunition  with 
them,  and  thus  rendering  my  stock  per  gun  too  low. 

I  send  a  steamer  to  inform  the  Bureau  of  this,  and  ask  that  a  supply 
of  XY-inch  ammunition  may  be  sent  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  proposed 
operations  against  Georgetown ,  S.  C. 

No.  37.]  Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  January  ££,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  paper  enclosed  by  the  Department  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  harbor  of  Georgetown. 

The  subject  has  not  escaped  my  attention.  The  Department  will  find 
in  a  previous  dispatch  (23d  September,  No.  471)  an  observation  to  the 
effect  that  the  detachment  of  Captain  Colvocoresses  had  interfered 
with  the  execution  of  some  plans.  This  referred  more  immediately  to 
a  raid  on  Georgetown,  designed  to  capture  the  battery  in  that  harbor 
and  effectually  close  it.  Captain  Colvocoresses  had  been  sent  up,  and 
made  a  full  reconnoissance  of  the  gvound,  and  the  preparations  were 
going  on.  It  is  not  every  naval  officer  who  has  a  taste  for  such  matters, 
and  1  was  entirely  at  a  loss  at  the  time  for  an  officer  of  sufficient  rank 
and  experience  to  be  entrusted  with  500  sailors  away  from  the  ships, 
and  to  ensure  a  perfect  concert  with  the  vessels. 

Soon  after  (September  29)  the  Wabash  was  detached,  and  that  deprived 
me  of  at  least  300  men  that  I  had  counted  on,  and  could  not  replace. 
So  I  had  to  postpone  the  design  for  the  time. 

Since  that  time  I  have  kept  as  good  a  vessel  off  the  port  as  could 
be  spared. 

The  Department’s  communication  of  the  13th  instant  has  been  so  far 
anticipated  that  on  the  arrival  of  fresh  vessels  from  the  North  Atlantic 
Squadron  I  sent  there  the  State  of  Georgia ,  and  ordered  the  Tusca- 
rora ,  also  the  Mingoe ,  as  soon  as  she  could  be  spared  from  action  with 
the  division  of  General  Foster  on  the  Tulifinny. 

When  the  diversions  and  demonstrations  asked  for  by  General  Sher¬ 
man  have  been  concluded  by  his  advance,  I  may  have  to  give  some 
attention  to  Georgetown,  in  order  to  meet  any  contingency  dependent 
on  his  desire  to  communicate. 

I  observe  that  Admiral  Porter,  in  one  of  his  squadron  orders,  saj7s 
that  he  can  land  2,000  men  and  not  feel  it. 

If  I  could  do  that,  many  effective  enterprises  might  be  conducted 
on  this  coast.  But  the  squadron  is  now  600  men  short,  and  even  the 
detail  for  the  fleet  brigade,  500  men,  was  the  cause  of  continued  appeals 
to  me  from  the  vessels. 

I  will  reorganize  the  brigade  again  as  soon  as  it  is  possible,  and 
hope  that  it  may  be  convenient  to  fill  the  complements  of  ships  at  an 
early  date. 

If  sailors  are  organized  they  will  stand  fire  ashore  just  as  well  as 
soldiers;  and  no. better  duty  was  done  by  any  regiment  in  the  expedi¬ 
tion  of  Broad  River  than  by  the  sailors  and  marines  of  the  brigade. 
They  never  gave  way. 

I  gave  my  personal  attention  to  the  organization  and  drill  for  three 
days,  and  went  ashore  with  them  at  Boyd’s  Neck,  where  they  landed 
and  pushed  well  up  ahead  before  a  regiment  was  ashore;  the  sailors, 
marines,  and  howitzers  deployed  as  skirmishers  over  an  extended 
front. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Gomdg.  /South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  letter 

from  Mayor-  General  Sherman,  U.  8.  Army,  reguesting  a  naval  dem¬ 
onstration  in  the  Edisto  or  Stono  River. 

No.  38.]  Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  January  1865. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  copy  of  a  note  from  General  Sherman  conveys 
the  latest  information  to  this  date  of  the  state  of  things  here. 

1  have  the  Dai  Ghing  and  a  tug  in  the  Combahee  to  assist  the  move 
at  that  ferry. 

The  Sonoma  is  in  the  North  Edisto,  and  the  Pawnee  leaves  at  early 
light  with  a  tug  for  the  Ashepoo.  where  a  battery  and  obstructions 
are  reported. 

The  orders  of  all  are  to  drive  in  the  rebel  pickets  and  knock  down 
his  batteries  where  they  can  be  reached. 

The  Tuscarora ,  Mingoe ,  State  of  Georgia ,  and  Nipsic  are  at  George¬ 
town,  with  orders  to  prevent  the  erection  there  of  any  batteries. 

The  Pontiacis  in  the  Savannah  River,  at  Purysburg,  advancing  with 
General  Sherman’s  extreme  left.  The  demonstration  desired  by  Gen¬ 
eral  Sherman  at  Charleston  may  be  said  to  be  begun  by  the  collection 
there  of  so  many  ironclads. 

When  Admiral  Porter  sent  the  Monadnock  he  apprised  me  that  her 
draft  was  too  great  for  his  purpose,  and  requested  that  I  would  send 
him  one  of  the  lightest  draft  monitors  in  exchange.  His  words  were: 
“There  are  one  or  two  forts  on  the  river  that  I  can  not  wind  up  with¬ 
out  an  ironclad.”  If  I  could  have  asked  the  instructions  of  the  De¬ 
partment  I  should  have  done  so.  As  it  was,  an  important  object 
required  me  to  act,  and  I  did  as  I  believed  the  Department  would  have 
me  do.  I  ordered  the  Montauk  to  be  sent  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter, 
on  the  condition,  however,  that  it  was  for  a  week  only.  It  was  a  great 
exertion  of  self-denial,  for  I  believed  and  hoped  there  would  be  as 
great  need  here  for  all  the  force  I  could  command,  and  what  I  had 
received  fell  far  short  of  my  expectations. 

The  Department  will  no  doubt  credit  me,  therefore,  with  a  strong 
persuasion  that  I  was  doing  the  best  for  the  public  interests. 

It  would  be  very  advantageous  if  more  light-draft  vessels  were  sent 
here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Beaufort,  S.  G.,  January  1865. 

Dear  Admiral:  Weather  is  now  line  and  promises  us  dry  land.  I 
will  go  to-day  to  Pocotaligo  and  Coosa whatchie.  To-morrow  will  dem¬ 
onstrate  on  Salkehatchie  and  would  be  obliged  if  you  would  lire  up 
Edisto  or  Stono,  just  to  make  the  enemy  uneasy  on  that  flank,  and  to 
develop  if  he  intends  to  hold  fast  to  Charleston  and  Columbia,  both. 

It  will  take  five  days  for  Slocum  to  get  out  of  the  savannas  of  Savan¬ 
nah,  and  during  that  time  I  will  keep  Howard  seemingly  moving  direct 
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on  Charleston,  though  with  no  purpose  of  going  beyond  the  Salke- 
hatchie. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

Major-  General. 

Admiral  Dahlgren. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-  General 
Sherman ,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  acceding  to  request  for  cooperation. 

Hilton  Head,  January  1865 — j  p.  rn  . 

This  northwest  wind  will  dry  up  the  roads  and  drain  the  swamps. 
The  Sonoma  is  in  the  North  Edisto.  The  Dai  Ching  in  the  Combahee, 
with  orders  to  annoy  the  rebels  as  much  as  possible,  to  land  and  drive 
in  their  pickets.  The  Pawnee  is  just  leaving  for  the  South  Edisto. 
I  hear  that  a  battery  and  obstructions  have  been  felt  on  the  Ashepoo, 
and  much  alarm  at  our  reconnoissance.  The  Pawnee  will  go  there 
and  try  to  knock  it  down.  It  is  said  to  be  20  miles  up  the  Ashepoo. 
If  General  Howard’s  men  feel  that  way,  it  might  prove  of  interest. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admiral ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Major-General  Sherman. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Scott , 

TJ.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer,  inner  blockade  of  Charleston ,  to  search 

for  torpedoes. 

Flagship, 

Port  Royal ,  S.  C..  January  1865. 

Sir:  I  wish  to  have  the  water  well  searched  for  torpedoes  on  a 
line  nearly  parallel  to  the  beach  of  Sullivan’s  Island,  and  about  800  or 
1,000  yards  from  it,  from  opposite  Moultrie  and  ranging  out  seaward 
as  far  as  the  shoal  allows,  being  nearly  a  continuation  of  a  line  passing 
through  Johnson  and  Sumter. 

This  must  be  done  by  the  boats  at  night,  covered  by  tugs  as  well  as 
possible. 

Do  not  move  the  monitors  from  their  usual  position  in  such  work. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  G.  H.  Scott, 

TJ-  S.  Ship  John  Adams ,  Senior  Officer ,  Inner  Blockade. 


Report  of  Commander  Preble ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  a  reconnoissance 

in  North  Edisto  River. 

_  U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  St.  Louis, 

North  Edisto  River ,  South  Carolina ,  January  1865. 

Sir:  Understanding  you  were  desirous  of  ascertaining  if  the  enemy 
had  any  force  in  this  neighborhood,  I  sent  the  launch  and  gig  up  river 
to-day  on  a  reconnoissance  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Stewart,  and  here- 
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with  enclose  his  report.*  He  was  tired  upon  in  Togodo  Creek  by  the 
enemy’s  pickets,  and  returned  their  fire,  bursting  a  shell  in  the  house 
in  which  they  were  lodged. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Henry  Preble, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sjuad/ron. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Pontiac ,  Lieutenant- Commander  Luce , 

U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding. 

January  2 J,  I860. — Steaming  up  Savannah  River,  at  11:37  a.  m., 
came  to  with  stern  anchor  100  yards  below  Sister’s  Ferry  Bluff,  Mor- 
rall’s  Landing,  in  3  fathoms  water.  At  1  p.  m.  sent  second  cutter  and 
crew  ashore  scouting,  in  charge  of  the  executive  officer.  At  4:15  p.  m. 
cleared  ship  for  action  for  the  night.  Mr.  Winslow  returned  to  the 
ship  with  a  prisoner,  John  Gaylord.  Took  possession  of  the  bluff 
overlooking  landing  and  occupied  it  for  a  picket  station.  At  5:30 
sent  a  boat  into  the  landing  to  do  picket  duty  for  the  night. 

January  £5. — At  7  a.  m.  sent  second  cutter  to  the  landing.  At  7:30 
a.  m.  second  cutter  and  dingey  returned,  bringing  James  M.  Fleet- 
wood,  J.  A.  Ganaan,  and  J.  B.  Metzger,  prisoners  of  war.  At  10 
sent  a  scouting  party  ashore,  in  charge  of  Executive  Officer  G.  F. 
Winslow.  At  11  got  underway  and  steamed  up  the  river,  but  finding 
the  bluff  too  high  to  range  our  guns,  returned  to  our  former  position. 
Mr.  Winslow  and  party  returned  to  the  ship.  At  1:30  p.  m.  sent  boat 
ashore,  in  charge  of  Executive  Officer  Winslow,  to  erect  rifle  pits  for 
our  pickets  on  the  bluff. 

January  26 . — At  10  a.  m.,  Third  Assistant  Engineer  C.  A.  Uber, 
accompanied  by  Acting  Gunner  C.  F.  Adams  and  4  men,  went  on  a 
reconnoissance  on  shore.  At  5:30  p.  m.  a  contraband  came  on  board 
and  reported  4  of  our  men  being  captured  by  the  rebels.  At  11  p.  m. 
pickets  on  shore  hailed  a  boat  with  something  in  tow,  steering  toward 
the  ship;  receiving  no  answer,  fired  two  rounds  of  canister  and  one 
shell. 

January  27. — At  11  a.  m.  sent  a  party  on  shore  to  erect  a  flagstaff. 
Sent  Second  Assistant  Engineer  H.  F.  Bradford  and  John  Hynds,  fire¬ 
man,  to  communicate  with  the  enemy  under  flag  of  truce,  by  order 
of  the  commanding  officer.  Returned  to  ship  at  7,  having  communi¬ 
cated  with  rebel  pickets. 

January  28. — From  4  to  8  a.  m.  Second  Assistant  Engineer  H.  F. 
Bradford  went  on  shore  to  communicate  with  the  enemy  under  flag  of 
truce,  by  order  of  commanding  officer.  Sergeant  of  marines  and  2 
privates  went  on  shore  to  communicate  with  the  advance  of  the  Four¬ 
teenth  Corps.  At  10  a.  m.  General  Slocum’s  command  came  in  on  the 
Georgia  bank.  Withdrew  pickets  from  shore,  got  underway  and 
steamed  up  Savannah  River.  At  11  came  to  anchor  off  Sister’s 
Ferry.  At  11:30  J.  T.  Tappan  came  alongside,  a  deserter  from  the 
rebel  gunboat  Macon ,  at  Augusta. 

January  29. — At  1:30  p.  m.  embarked  a  detachment  of  the  Second 
Ohio  Brigade;  got  underway  and  dropped  anchor  off  Old  Sister’s 
Ferry;  disembarked  troops. 


*Not  found. 
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February  7. — At  1  p.  m.  embarked  20  men  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Illi¬ 
nois  Regiment  and  steamed  up  the  river.  At  2  ran  onto  a  sand  bar. 
Dingey  and  life  boat,  with  troops  under  command  of  Colonel  Pearce, 
went  up  the  river  to  reconnoiter.  At  3:30  backed  off  the  bar.  At 
5:40  p.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  steamed  down  the  river  to  Sisters 
Ferrv  and  took  a  position  to  command  the  Georgia  heights  during  the 
withdrawal  of  our  troops. 

February  8. — The  last  of  the  rear  giuard  of  the  left  wing  of  General 
Sherman’s  army  having  withdrawn  from  the  Georgia  side,  the  pontoon 
removed  and  no  more  transportation  required,  in  short,  there  being  no 
further  need  of  the  presence  of  a  gunboat  at  this  point,  at  6:15  a.  m. 
got  underway  and  steamed  down  Savannah  River,  with  transports 
Fountain  and  Naushon  in  company.  At  T :45  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off 
city  of  Savannah.  At  8  sent  on  shore  five  prisoners  of  war  to  be 
transferred  to  the  military  authorities. 


Loss  of  the  II.  S.  S.  Dai  OKing ,  during  an  engagement  with  Confed¬ 
erate  battery  in  Combahee  Direr,  South  Carolina ,  January  26,  1865. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy. 

No.  50.]  Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  31,  1865. 

Sir:  It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  of 
the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Dai  Ching ,  which  having  grounded  in  the 
Combahee  under  the  fire  of  a  rebel  battery,  was  defended  for  seven 
hours,  and  being  then  much  cut  up,  and  her  guns  disabled,  was  fired 
by  her  commander. 

All  the  officers  and  crew,  wounded  or  not,  were  brought  off  safely, 
except  one  officer  and  four  men  in  a  boat,  who, were  fired  upon  by  the 
rebel  pickets  and  surrendered. 

The  enclosed  report  of  Captain  Chaplin  will  communicate  the  details 
of  this  occurrence,  and  a  court  of  enquiry  will  elicit  all  the  facts  for  the 
action  of  the  Department. 

The  Dai  Ching  was  proceeding  up  the  Combahee,  the  Pawnee  up  the 
Ashepoo,  the  Sonoma  up  the  North  Edisto,  and  the  Wissahickon , 
McDonough ,  etc.,  in  the  Stono,  in  order  to  menace  the  flank  of  the 
rebel  position,  while  subjected  to  General  Sherman’s  operations  in 
front. 

On  the  24th  the  General  wrote  me:  “To-morrow  I  will  demonstrate 
on  Salkehatchie  and  will  be  obliged  if  you  will  feel  up  Edisto  or  Stono, 
just  to  make  the  enemy  uneas}''  on  their  flank,  and  develop  if  he  intends 
to  hold  fast  to  Charleston  and  Columbia,  both,”  etc. 

Besides  this  there  was  another  reason  for  the  action  of  the  Dai 
Ching  in  the  Combahee. 

that  vessel  being  at  the  head  of  Broad  River,  operating  with  the 
troops,  an  intimation  was.  received  by  Captain  Chaplin  from  General 
Howard  that  the  Dai  Ching  would  be  of  service  to  the  right  flank  if 
that  vessel  coidd  ascend  the  Combahee  River  as  far  as  the  ferry. 

The  vessels  were  in  position  in  good  time,  and  it  appears  from  the 
report  of  Captain  Chaplin,  that  the  Dai  Ching  was  proceeding  up  the 
Combahee  on  the  26th,  when  she  suddenly  came  upon  a  rebel  battery 
and  was  fired  on. 

While  maneuvering  to  gain  a  better  position,  the  Dai  Ching  grounded, 
in  consequence  of  the  pilot’s  deserting  his  duty,  and  the  disaster  became 
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decisive  when  the  commander  of  the  little  steamer  (the  Clover )  that 
attended  failed  so  shamefully  in  his  duty  to  assist  the  Dai  Ching  off. 

For  seven  hours  the  Dai  Ching  was  courageously  defended,  and 
when  reduced  to  a  wreck  and  her  heavy  gun  disabled,  all  hands  were 
brought  off,  except  the  live  already  mentioned. 

The  court  of  enquiry  now  in  session  will  elicit  and  record  all  the 
facts  of  the  case,  but  1  feel  confident  from  Captain  Chaplin’s  invariable 
character  for  courage  and  conduct,  that  the  loss  of  the  Dai  Ching  will 
be  found  to  belong  to  the  proper  risks  of  war,  and  are  well  vindicated 
by  the  courage  and  constancy  that  are  called  forth  by  the  occasion. 

The  Department  will  perceive  by  inspecting  the  map  that  the  Com- 
bahee  leads  directly  to  the  flank  of  the  Salkehatchie,  where  our  troops 
were  to  attack,  and  that  any  impression  by  the  navy  would  be  of  more 
consequence  there  than  elsewhere. 

I  consider  it,  therefore,  incumbent  on  me  to  use  every  exertion  to 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  general. 

This  is  the  first  vessel  of  the  squadron  that  has  been  lost  in  action 
under  my  command  since  I  came  here  in  J uly,  1863,  unless  the  little  tug 
Columbine ,  with  her  guns,  is  accounted  a  vessel  of  war. 

The  Dai  Ching  was  the  least  valuable  in  many  respects  of  the  light- 
draft  gunboats,  her  speed  under  steam  being  less  then  5  knots,  and  her 
only  heavy  gun  a  100-pounder. 

Of  course  I  would  not  risk  even  that  much  without  sufficient  reason. 

On  the  26th  I  was  off  Stono  at  daylight  and  went  in  to  see  personally 
to  the  state  of  affairs  there.  In  the  afternoon  steamed  to  South  Edisto, 
expecting  that  the  Pawnee  might  have  reached  there.  After  a  brief 
stay,  came  out,  heard  nothing,  though  the  action  of  th.Q  Dai  Ching  must 
have  been  going  on  at  the  time  and  the  wind  was  fair. 

Next  morning  I  was  in  Port  Royal  to  communicate  with  the  army, 
and  learning  from  General  Foster  that  he  would  move  on  North  Edisto, 
I  sent  a  message  to  the  Pawnee  to  leave  the  Ashepoo  and  go  to  North 
Edisto  to  assist  the  Sonoma ,  having  no  other  vessel  to  send. 

After  dark  of  that  daj^  came  Captain  Chaplin  with  the  loss  of  the 
Dai  Ching.  In  a  couple  of  hours  I  left  that  night  and  steamed  around 
to  look  at  matters  myself,  and  went  first  into  South  Edisto.  In  coming 
out  the  captain  ran  his  vessel  on  a  bank  not  60  yards  from  the  beach, 
and  I  was  tied  up  for  the  day.  One  or  two  light  field  guns  would  have 
destroyed  the  Harvest  Moon. 

I  sent  a  detachment  ashore  to  hold  the  road,  but  the  rebels  had  too 
much  to  do  elsewhere. 

Late  in  the  evening  the  Harvest  Moon  floated,  and  I  came  here  to  see 
what  vessels  I  could  get  from  those  under  repair  and  also  to  hear  of 
General  Sherman’s  movements. 

As  soon  as  the  gunboat  can  be  got  ready  I  will  send  her  around  to 
watch  the  Combahee  and  prevent  the  rebels  from  plundering  the  wreck 
of  the  Dai  Ching. 

The  heavy  vessels  that  have  arrived  lately  are  very  acceptable,  for 
they  will  be  of  use  outside,  but  some  more  light-draft  gunboats  would 
be  very  useful  inside. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Dear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Many. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Chaplin,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Dai  Ching. 

U.  S.  Ship  New  Hampshire, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  January  &8,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  24th  instant,  I  proceeded  to 
St.  Helena,  where  I  procured  a  pilot  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Stettin  and 
proceeded  up  the  Combahee  River.  At '5  o’clock  p.  m.  we  anchored, 
as  the  pilot  was  afraid  to  go  up  after  dark.  At  6  a.  m.  the  morning 
of  the  26th,  I  came  on  deck  to  get  the  ship  underway  and  proceed  on 
up  the  river,  but  seeing  a  boat  manned  by  white  men  coming  down, 
delayed  getting  underway  until  I  could  ascertain  her  character.  The 
boat  went  alongside  the  tug  Clover ,  which  was  in  company  with  us, 
and  soon  after  Acting  Ensign  Leach,  commanding  the  tug,  came  on 
board  and  reported  the  boat  to  be  from  the  schooner  Coquette ,  loaded 
with  74  bales  of  cotton,  and  Ring  about  2  miles  below  the  batteries  at 
Tar  Bluff,  about  5  miles  above  where  we  lay.  We  immediately  got 
underway  and  proceeded  up  the  river,  the  tug  f  olio  wing.  At  7: 30  a.  m. 
we  went  to  quarters,  the  earthworks  on  Tar  Bluff  being  in  sight,  though 
no  guns  or  men  could  be  seen  with  a  glass  from  the  masthead.  We 
were  now  about  2  miles  from  the  works,  and  nearly  up  to  the  schooner. 
Acting  Master  George  Howorth  was  sent  with  an  armed  crew  in  the 
first  cutter  to  take  possession  of  the  prize,  and  the  tug  was  ordered  to 
take  her  in  tow,  and  follow  us  on  up  the  river.  When  within  a  mile 
of  the  earthworks,  and  while  training  the  20-pounder  rifle  upon  it,  the 
rebels  opened  upon  us  with  three  guns,  one  shot  falling  short,  the 
other  two  going  over  our  deck.  The  engines  were  immediately 
reversed,  the  ship  turned  and  headed  down  the  river,  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  engaging  them  in  the  reach  below,  where  we  would  be  less 
exposed  to  rebel  fire.  While  turning  a  very  sharp  bend,  the  wind 
blowing  fresh  down  the  river,  with  a  strong  ebb  tide,  I  perceived  that 
the  ship  would  run  into  the  bank  on  our  starboard  bow,  and  discov¬ 
ered  that  the  pilot  had  deserted  the  bridge.  1  immediately  rang  three 
bells,  but  before  the  ship  could  be  backed,  she  forged  ahead  into  the 
bank,  where  she  remained  fast.  Our  howitzers  and  after  20-pounder 
were  now  at  work,  being  the  only  guns  we  could  bring  to  bear.  Sig¬ 
nals  were  made  for  the  tug  to  come  to  our  assistance,  and  the  main 
rail  was  being  cut  away,  so  that  the  100-pounder  could  be  trained, 
which  soon  commenced  playing  on  the  enemy,  doing  good  execution. 
The  tug  came  up,  and  while  attempting  to  take  our  line,  got  in  be¬ 
tween  the  ship  and  the  bank,  and  with  great  difficulty  we  succeeded 
in  springing  her  out.  She  then  took  our  line,  which  parted,  and  instead 
of  returning  and  taking  a  hawser,  which  was  ready,  she  stood  on  down 
the  river.  Mr.  Howorth  was  ordered  to  proceed  down  the  river,  and 
communicate  with  the  U.  S.  steamers  Pawnee  and  Stettin.  Signals 
were  again  made  recalling  the  tug,  and  though  only  a  half  mile  below 
us,  she  took  no  notice  of  them.  Acting  Ensign  Duncan  was  now 
sent  with  four  men  in  the  second  cutter,  with  orders  to  bring  her 
back,  but  just  before  the  boat  reached  the  tug  she  started  down  the 
river.  The  tide  having  fallen  considerably,  the  ship  settled  down  by 
the  stern, where  she  had  6  fathoms  of  water.  Our  battery  was  worked 
vigorously  all  the  while.  The  Dai  Ching  had  now  been  struck  more 
than  30  times,  her  decks  were  shot  through  in  six  or  seven  places,  one 
shot  going  through  the  reinforce  deck,  lodging  in  the  berth  deck. 
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The  launch  was  .shot  away  and  the  masts  and  smokestack  were  hit  in 
several  places.  One  shot  penetrated  the  hull  below  water  line.  Our 
100-pounder  was  the  only  gun  we  could  now  use,  as  the  ammunition 
for  the  20-pounders  was  expended.  The  crew,  except  enough  to  work 
the  100-pounder  and  pass  ammunition,  were  now  ordered  to  jump  on 
the  marsh  and  keep  close  under  the  bow,  clear  of  the  enemy’s  fire, 
which  was  now  very  accurate,  the  projectiles  being  mostly  shell, 
apparently  from  Brooke  rifle.  At  2:30  p.  m.  our  100-pounder  was 
struck  by  a  solid  shot,  cutting  away  the  forward  hurter,  smashing  the 
eccentric,  thus  disabling  our  onlj^  hope,  and  wounding  4  men.  The 
ship  was  now  a  perfect  wreck,  and  we  could  make  no  reply  to  the 
enemy,  who  wTere  playing  on  us  with  terrible  effect.  A  consultation 
was  now  held,  and  it  wTas  deemed  advisable  to  fire  and  leave  the  ship, 
as  there  was  no  hope  of  saving  her.  The  small  arms  were  passed  to 
the  men  in  the  marsh.  The  chronometer  and  paymaster’s  books  were 
placed  in  the  gig,  the  only  remaining  boat.  Acting  Ensign  Walton  was 
sent  in  charge  of  her.  taking  2  of  the  wounded  men  who  were  unable  to 
walk.  At  3  p.  m.  the  ship  was  fired  aft,  and  all  the  officers  now  took 
to  the  marsh,  and  all  hands  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  the  mouth  of 
the  river.  At  3:30  p.  m.  the  ship  was  in  flames,  and  main  and  mizzen 
mast  fell  over  the  side  with  colors  flying.  After  walking  4  miles  in 
the  marsh,  and  wading  several  creeks,  we  saw  the  tug  and  made  sig¬ 
nals  to  her,  when  she  came  to  our  assistance  and  took  us  off.  Acting 
Ensign  Walton  had  in  the  meantime  arrived  on  board  the  tug,  and 
reported  having  been  fired  into  by  a  picket  of  12  men,  and  having  seen 
the  second  cutter  ashore  with  several  bullet  holes  in  her,  crew  and 
officer  gone,  being  probably  captured  Avhile  conveying  orders  to  the 
tug.  We  now  proceeded  down  the  river,  and  at  11  p.  m.  arrived  on 
board  the  Pawnee ,  where  we  were  all  kindly  cared  for.  Acting  Mas¬ 
ter’s  Mate  Bryant,  of  the  Clover ,  was  sent  on  board  of  the  prize  when 
she  wras  captured,  and  had  in  the  meantime  taken  her  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Combahee  and  anchored.  It  is  my  opinion  that  bad  they  come  to 
our  assistance  when  ordered,  and  taken  our  hawser,  the  ship  would 
have  been  saved,  as  sluing  her  stern  a  very  little  would  have  brought 
the  tide  on  our  inside  quarter,  which  would  have  swept  the  ship  off. 

I  would  particularly  call  your  attention  to  the  coolness  and  gallantry 
of  Acting  Master  William  McKendry  and  Acting  Ensign  Walter  Wai- 
ton,  the  former  fighting  the  100-pounder  for  seven  hours  and  the  latter 
the  20-pounder  till  the  ammunition  was  expended,  when  he  went  below 
and  filled  shells  for  the  100-pounder,  and  afterwards  took  charge  of 
the  gig  with  the  wounded  men  and  brought  them  off  safely,  though 
fired  upon  by  rebel  pickets  all  along  the  bank  of  the  river.  Every 
officer  and  man  did  his  duty. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  surgeo  .’s  report  of  the  wounded. 

I  have  neglected  to  mention,  if  it  had  not  been  for  Acting  Ensign 
Walton  arriving  at  the  Clover  the  time  he  did,  we  would  have  been 
compelled  to  remain  in  the  marsh  all  night,  as  Acting  Ensign  Leach 
had  given  orders  to  get  underway  and  proceed  down  the  river,  disre¬ 
garding  the  orders  of  Acting  Master  Howorth  to  return  to  the  Dai 
Ching ,  and  it  was  only  by  positive  command  that  Mr.  Walton  could 
make  him  proceed  up  the  river  for  a  short  distance  in  search  of  the 
officers  and  men  in  the  marsh. 
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I  would  respectfully  request  that  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Dai  Giving 
be  further  examined  into  by  a  court  of  enquiry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Chaplin, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Ship  New  Hampshire, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  January  28,  1865. 
Admiral:  1  hereby  respectfully  submit  to  you  a  list  of  the  wounded 
men  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Dai  Ching  while  engaging  a  rebel  battery 
on  the  Combahee  River,  South  Carolina,  on  the  26th  January,  1865: 
John  H.  Fulcher,  acting  third  assistant  engineer;  slightly  wounded. 
W.  C.  Chaplin,  captain’s  clerk;  slightly  wounded. 

William  Winchester,  boatswain’s  mate;  slightly  wounded. 

Peter  Faley,  boatswain’s  mate;  wounded  in  the  face. 

Albert  Coring,  coal  heaver;  wounded  in  hand. 

Roger  Toner,  quartermaster;  wounded  in  back. 

Hugh  King,  landsman;  wounded  in  head. 

John  Sheppard,  second-class  fireman;  wounded  in  head. 

Thomas  Goodwin,  second-class  fireman;  severely  wounded  in  the 
back. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  R.  Richardson, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Rear- Admirai  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  names  of  those  captured  from 

the  TJ.  S.  S.  Dai  Ching. 

No.  62.]  Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  February  6 ,  1865. 
Sir:  1  herewith  enclose  the  names  of  the  persons  attached  to  the 
U.  S.  S.  Dai  Ching  who  were  captured  while  conveying  orders  to 
the  U.  S.  S.  Clover  on  the  26th  January,  in  the  Combahee  River. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

Names  of  persons  captured  belonging  to  the  IT.  S.  S.  Dai  Ching. — 
Acting  Ensign  Charles  D.  Duncan;  Charles  Brown,  Alex.  Yenant, 
George  Washington,  landsmen;  Thomas  Chambers,  nurse. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Chaplin,  U,  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  a  conference 
with  Major-General  Howard,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  need  for  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Dai  Ching 
in  the  Combahee  River. 

U.  S.  Ship  New  Hampshire, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  January  31,  1865. 
Admiral:  I  herewith  forward  Acting  Ensign  Walton’s  report  of 
the  conversation  addressed  to  him  by  Major-General  Howard,  relative 
to  the  service  that  might  be  rendered  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Dai  Ching  at 
the  point  designated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Chaplin, 

Lieut  enan  t-  Commav  dev. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Ship  New  Hampshire, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  January  31,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of 
the  21st  of  January,  1865,  I  proceeded  to  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  to  find  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  army  in  the  vicinity,  and  ascertain  where 
the  Dai  Ching  would  be  of  most  service,  as  the  Dai  Ching  had  been 
ordered  to  cooperate  with  the  army.  I  arrived  in  Beaufort  on  the  22d 
of  January,  and  had  an  interview  with  Major  General  Howard,  to 
whom  I  stated  your  message.  The  general  informed  me  that  the  Dai 
Ching  could  not  be  of  any  possible  service  to  him  at  Port  Royal  Ferry, 
but  would  be  a  great  protection  to  his  right  flank,  if  the  Dai  Clving 
ascended  the  Combahee  River  as  far  as  Combahee  Ferry,  as  he  intended 
sending  troops  there  to  prevent  the  rebels  from  crossing  at  that  point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Walter  Walton, 

Acting  Ensign ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 
Lieutenant-Commander  J.  C.  Chaplin,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Balch,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 

St.  Helena  Sound ,  S.  C.,  January  37,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  1  left  Port  Royal  and  crossed  the  bar  at 
St.  Helena,  and  at  the  proper  time  of  tide  attempted  to  cross  the  bar 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Ashepoo,  but  found  it  impossible,  and,  night  com¬ 
ing  on,  I  was  compelled  to  anchor  off  Otter  Island. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  instant  I  got  underway  and  proceeded 
up  the  Ashepoo  to  the  head  of  navigation  for  the  Pawnee’&xdb.  anchored, 
intending  to  carry  out  your  instructions  in  regard  to  scouting  the  river 
and  its  vicinity.  I  went  up  in  the  Daffodil  as  far  as  she  could  go  at 
that  time  of  the  tide,  and  fired  at  Fort  Chapman  some  twenty  or  thirty 
rounds,  but  elicited  no  reply.  We  observed  only  a  few  rebels  at  a 
picket  station  in  that  vicinity,  which  we  also  shelled. 

On  my  way  up  the  river  I  took  on  board  a  contraband,  whom  I  have 
thought  might  give  you  some  information  as  to  the  obstructions  in 
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Charleston  Harbor,  as  he  has  been  employed  in  that  work.  Hewlett 
Charleston  on  Sunday  last  with  a  pass  from  his  master,  who  signs 
himself  “  Engineer  of  the  harbor  obstructions.” 

This  contraband  also  reports  that  troops  were  at  Willstown,  on  the 
South  Edisto,  with  a  battery  of  six  or  seven  guns.  This  battery  is  on 
a  bluff,  and  he  further  states  that  he  thinks  they  were  about  moving 
it  and  the  troops;  but  I  should  regard  that  as  doubtful,  under  the 
circumstances.  You  will  be  able  to  get  full  information  from  him, 
and  I  therefore  send  him  to  you. 

At  5  p.  m.,  whilst  at  anchor  up  at  the  head  of  navigation  for  the 
Pawnee ,  a  boat  came  up  the  river  from  the  Dai  Ching ,  with  the  report 
that  she  was  then  on  shore  and  under  a  heavy  lire  of  a  rebel  battery, 
and  was  then  being  badly  cut  up  and  only  able  to  reply  with  her 
100-pounder.  I  immediately  proceeded  down  the  Ashepoo,  intending, 
if  it  were  possible,  to  go  up  the  Combahee  to  the  assistance  of  the  Dai 
Ching ;  the  Pawnee  came  down  the  river,  and,  although  it  was  dark, 
we  succeeded  in  crossing  the  bar  without  difficulty;  and  whilst  near 
the  Stettin  we  received  a  boat  from  the  Clover ,  in  -charge  of  the  pilot 
(Small),  reporting  that  the  Dai  Ching  had  been  burned  and  her  officers 
and  crew  on  board  the  Clover.  I  dispatched  the  Daffodil  without 
delay  to  the  Clover  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  all  hands  to  this  ship 
where  the  wounded  could  be  cared  for,  and  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Dai  Ching  made  more  comfortable. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Chaplin  informs  me  that  the  rebels  had  two 
7-inch  Brooke  rifles  and  a  smoothbore,  and  that  the  Dai  Clung  had,  at 
the  time  he  left  her,  first  setting  her  on  fire,  been  under  fire  some  seven 
hours,  and  that  the  rebels  had  the  exact  range,  all  his  ammunition 
being  expended,  and  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  vessel,  there  being- 
no  hope  of  saving  her. 

While  regretting  the  loss  of  this  very  efficient  vessel,  I  am  glad  to 
state  that  she  was  only  given  up  when  the  last  hope  was  gone,  and  that 
she  was  gallantly  defended  and  deserved  a  better  fate. 

1  intend  to  proceed  up  the  Combahee  in  the  Pawnee  as  soon  as  I  can 
do  so,  and  hope  to  be  aide  to  shell  the  rebels  out  of  the  battery;  but 
from  what  1  can  learn  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Chaplin,  I  can  do 
no  more  without  troops,  as  a  vessel  to  get  to  the  battery  has  to  go 
“head  on”  for  2,100  yards.  My  100-pounder  would,  of  course,  reach 
this  battery,  but  1  should  be  in  danger  of  being  raked,  and  more  likely 
to  be  hit  than  the  Dai  Ching  from  our  great  size.  I  shall  endeavor  to 
bring  my  broadside  guns  to  bear,  which,  if  I  could  do,  will  enable  me, 
I  think,  to  silence  the  battery.  To  take  it,  I  am  satisfied,  will  require 
a  combined  attack. 

I  have  not  dispatched  the  Daffodil ,  as  I  shall  take  her  with  me  up 
the  river  as  a  tender.  She  is  now  getting  in  coal  from  the  Stettin ,  as 
also  the  Clover.  The  latter  vessel  will  take  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Dai  Ching  to  Port  Royal  without  delay,  and  I  shall  then  proceed 
up  the  Combahee  for  the  purpose  of  shelling  the  battery  as  above 
indicated. 

From  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Van  Alstine,  who  went  up  the 
Ashepoo  with  me,  I  have  received  all  the  aid  in  his  power.  I  had  no 
pilot,  but  with  the  assistance  of  a  contraband,  and  the  Daffodil  going- 
ahead  and  sounding,  we  were  enabled  to  get  up  without  much  difficulty. 
The  river  is  exceedingly  narrow  in  places,  and  the  current  exceedingly 
swift. 
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I  should  mention  that  the  Combahee  is  very  strongly  picketed;  hut 
the  navigation  is  no  more  difficult  than  the  Ashepoo. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 
Commander ,  II.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Iilockdg.  Squadron ,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Daiilgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  a  court  of  enquiry. 

Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal ,  S.  C. ,  January  30,  1865. 

Sirs:  You  are  hereby  appointed  a  naval  court  of  enquiry  to  ascertain 
the  facts  attending  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  S.  I)ai  Clung ,  and  report  them, 
with  your  opinion  thereon. 

Your  attention  will  be  particularly  directed  to  the  conduct  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  FT.  S.  tug  Clover ,  and  how  far  that  influenced 
the  final  loss  of  the  Dai  Citing. 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  J.  T.  Lee,  of  the  Cimarron ,  will  act  as 
judge-advocate. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  John  J.  Almy, 

Juniata. 

Commander  Egbert  Thompson, 

Cimarron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  George  B.  White, 

Ticonderoga. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  the  finding  of  the  court  of 

enquiry. 

No.  60.]  Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  February  10,  1865. 

Sir:  The  court  of  enquiry  in  the  case  of  the  Dai  Ching .  has  closed 
its  proceedings  and  J  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  its  finding,  as  the 
original  record  may  yet  be  wanted  here  and  is  too  bulky  for  the 
clerical  force  of  the  staff  to  copy  in  time  for  the  mail. 

Conformably  to  the  recommendation  of  the  court  further  proceed¬ 
ings  will  be  had  in  regard  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Clover, 
and  a  court-martial  will  be  convened  as  soon  as  other  previous  require¬ 
ments  of  the  service  will  permit. 

As  Lieutenant-Commander  Chaplin  has  been  some  time  on  this 
station,  and  has  lost  all  his  clothes  and  effects,  I  may  give  him  a  short 
leave,  with  permission  to  apply  to  the  Department  for  its  extension. 

I  sent  the  Ottawa  and  Winona  into  the  Combahee  to  observe  the 
rebel  movements  and  prevent  their  making  any  use  of  the  wreck  of 
tb.0  Dci/h  Clung. 

Captain  Stillwell,  of  the  Ottawa,  reports  that  he  anchored  within 
200  yards  of  the  Dai  Ching,  sent  boats,  and  found  she  had  been 
burned  to  the  water’s  edge. 
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A  spirited  reconnoissance  was  then  made  with  boats,  from. which  a 
landing'  was  effected,  and  the  country  traversed  for  several  miles. 

Captain  Stillwell  reports  that  he  could  see  troops  in  the  battery, 
and  our  party  saw  small  squads  of  cavalry  as  they  pulled  down  the 
river  and  fired  into  them. 

He  also  reports  that,  in  his  opinion,  he  had  done  all  that  can  be 
accomplished  for  the  present. 

I  expect  to  leave  for  Stono  in  a  few  hours,  having  ordered  two  or 
three  monitors  there  upon  a  call  from  the  commanding  general  at  that 
place. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

Copy  of  the  finding  of  a  court  of  enquiry ,  organized  to  ascertain  the  circumstances  attendant 
upon  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Dai  Ching. 

The  court,  being  in  possession  of  all  the  requisite  evidence  in  the 
case,  find  the  following  facts  established,  viz. : 

That,  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  day  of  January,  1865,  the  U.  S.  S. 
Dai  Oiling ,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  C. 
Chaplin,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  steaming  up  the  Combahee  River,  South  Car¬ 
olina,  encountered  a  battery  of  three  guns  (two  of  them  Brooke  7-inch 
rifles),  which  pointed  down  and  commanded  a  long  reach  in  the  river, 
and  opened  on  the  Dai  Ching  as  soon  as  she  came  within  range,  to 
which  the  Dai  Ching  replied,  and  turned  around  with  the  view  of 
entering  a  bend  or  opening  in  the  river,  in  order  to  flank  the  battery 
and  get  a  better  position  without  being  so  much  exposed  to  the 
enemy’s  fire. 

Soon  after  she  turned  around  she  got  aground  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  river,  with  her  bow  high  up  and  7  fathoms  of  water  under  her 
counter  and  stern. 

It  appears  that  the  cause  of  the  Dai  Chung’s  getting  ashore  was  the 
cowardly  conduct  of  the  pilot,  Stephen  Small,  a  colored  man,  who  fled 
below  into  the  fire  room  when  the  first  shot  from  the  enemy’s  battery 
flew  over  the  decks. 

The  Dai  Ching  got  ashore  about  8  a.  m.,  and  the  U.  S.  tug  Clover , 
commanded  by  Acting  Ensign  F.  S.  Leach,  was  near  by,  underway 
and  afloat.  Soon  after  the  Dai  Ching  got  ashore,  the  Clover  came  to 
her  assistance,  took  a  line  from  her  to  pull  her  off,  but  the  line  parted, 
when  the  Clover  dropped  down  the  river  a  quarter  of  a  mile  and 
anchored,  and  never  after  came  to  the  assistance  of  the  Dai  Ching , 
although  a  signal  was  constantly  flying  from  the  Dai  Ching  for  her  to 
do  so. 

I  he  Dai  Ching  had  not  a  boat  sufficiently  large  to  carry  out  an 
anchor.  &  J 

The  enemy’s  battery  kept  up  a  constant  fire  on  the  Dai  Ching ,  fre¬ 
quently  hitting  her  and  wounding  some  of  her  crew;  the  Dai  Chinq 
returned  the  fire  to  the  best  of  her  ability.  She  careened  toward  the 
enemy  s  battery  as  the  tide  fell,  and  the  position  in  which  she  lav 
agiound  prevented  the  use  of  all  the  guns  except  the  100-pounder  rifle. 
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At  3  p.  m.,  after  being  under  the  enemy’s  fire  for  about  seven  hours, 
with  her  ammunition  nearly  exhausted,  a  shot  hitting  the  gun-carriage 
of  the  100-pounder  rifle  rendered  it  unserviceable  and  made  it  impos¬ 
sible  to  fire  another  shot.  Nothing  Avas  left  for  Lieutenant-Commander 
Chaplin  to  do,  but  to  set  fire  to  his  vessel  and  abandon  her,  which  was 
done  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  court  are  of  the  opinion  that  no  blame  can  be  attached  to  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Chaplin  for  the  loss  of  his  vessel,  that  he  used  every 
exertion,  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  to  get  th e  Dai  Ching  afloat,  and  he 
fought  her  with  spirit  and  bravery  as  long  as  it  was  possible  to  do  so. 

It  appears  in  evidence  that  the  fault  of  the  Dai  Ching’s^  getting- 
aground  was  the  cowardice  of  Stephen  Small  (colored),  the  pilot,  who 
fled  below  at  the  first  fire  of  the  enemy’s  battery  on  the  vessel. 

The  court  finds  by  the  evidence  that  after  the  tug  Glover  had  parted 
the  line  from  the  Dai  Ching  in  attempting  to  pull  her  off,  that  she 
dropped  doAvn  the  river  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  the  Dai  Ching ,  and 
remained  there  in  the  most  inexcusable  manner  three-quarters  of  an 
hour,  without  attempting  to  come  to  her  assistance,  although  the  sig¬ 
nal  for  the  Clover  was  all  the  time  flying  from  the  Dai  Ching ,  which 
might  have  been  got  off  had  the  Clover  come  promptly  to  her  assist¬ 
ance. 

The  court  further  finds  that  when  the  Clover  got  underway  from  this 
anchorage  and  proceeded  down  the  river  with  Acting  Master  Howorth, 
of  the  Dai  Ching ,  to  the  prize  schooner  Coquette ,  and  she  was  ordered 
to  return  up  the  river  immediately  to  the  assistance  of  the  Dai  Giving , 
her  commander,  Acting  Ensign  F.  S.  Leach,  went  up  only  a  part  of 
the  Avay,  with  the  masts  of  the  Dai  Ching  just  in  sight,  and  about  3 
miles  from  her,  when  he  anchored  under  pretence,  as  is  alleged,  that 
at  that  stage  of  the  tide  there  was  not  sufficient  water  for  the  Clover 
to  go  up  any  farther.  Whereas  it  is  in  evidence  before  the  court  that 
the  pilot  on  board  said  that  there  was  water  enough  if  the  steamer  was 
kept  in  the  channel,  and  that  the  Clover  could  go  up.  From  all  the 
information  which  the  court  were  enabled  to  obtain,  they  are  of  opin¬ 
ion  that  there  was  sufficient  water. 

The  court  find  that  when  the  Clover  was  lying  at  anchor  at  this 
place,  the  Dai  Ching  had  the  cornet  flying  at  the  fore,  and  which  was 
seen  from  the  Clover ,  as  a  signal  for  all  boats  to  come  to  her. 

The  court  also  find  that  while  the  Clover  was  at  anchor  at  this  time 
and  place,  the  Dai  Ching  Avas  observed  to  be  on  fire,  and  it  was  sup¬ 
posed  that  of  course  the  officers  and  crew  had  abandoned  her.  Acting 
Ensign  Leach,  instead  of  going  up  to  the  rescue  of  his  conn  ados  in  the 
service,  or  at  least  to  see  Avhat  had  become  of  them,  got  underway, 
turning  his  back  to  the  Dai  Ching  and  all  who  had  been  defending  her, 

and  started  down  the  river.  n  .  .  ,  ,  uru  . 

When  spoken  to  about  it  by  one  of  his  officers  he  remarked,  Uiffi 
they  have  taken  to  the  woods,  I  suppose,  and  will  march  to  Beaufort.” 

A  feAV  moments  after  one  of  the  boats  of  the  Dai  Ching  was  seen 
coming  down  the  river  from  above,  and  it  Avas  only  then  that  Acting 
Ensign  Leach  was  induced  to  turn  about  and  steam  up  the  river  toward 
the  boat,  when  he  found  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Dai  Ching  in  the 
marshes,  who  were  enabled  to  get  on  board  the  Clover ,  and  were  taken 
to  the  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee ,  then  lying  in  St.  Helena  Sound. 

The  court  are  of  the  opinion  that  Acting  Ensign  h.  S.  Leacii 
neglected  his  duty  in  the  highest  degree,  disobeying  orders  by  not 
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complying  with  the  signal  to  come  to  the  assistance  of  the  Dai  Ching 
after  he  had  put  the  provisions  on  board  the  Coquette. 

The  court  are  further  of  the  opinion  that  Acting  Ensign  F.  S.  Leach 
dispkyed  great  negligence  and  withdrew  and  kept  out  of  danger  to 
which  he  should  have  exposed  himself,  and  did  not  afford  the  practic¬ 
able  relief  and  assistance  to  a  vessel  of  the  United  States  when  she  was 
ashore  and  attacked  by  an  enemy’s  battery. 

The  court  are  of  the  opinion  that  further  proceedings  are  highly 
necessary  in  the  case  of  the  said  Acting  Ensign  Leach. 

The  court  are  of  the  opinion  that  Stephen  Small  (colored),  acting  as 
pilot  of  the  Dai  Ching ,  behaved  in  a  most  cowardly  manner  in  desert¬ 
ing  his  post  when  the  first  shot  was  fired  at  the  Dai  Ching ,  causing 
her  to  go  aground,  and  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  bring  him  to 
punishment. 

It  appears  to  the  court  in  evidence  that  when  the  Clover  was 
anchored  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  where  the  Dai  Cliing  was  ashore, 
that  Lieutenant-Commander  Chaplin  ordered  Acting  Master  Howorth 
to  take  a  boat  and  go  down  the  river  to  the  U.  S.  steamers  Pawnee 
and  Stettin  and  inform  them  of  his  situation. 

Acting  Master  Howorth  took  a  boat,  went  on  board  the  Clover ,  and 
told  her  commander  that  he  wanted  him  to  take  him  (Howorth)  down 
the  river  in  the  Glover  past  the  sharpshooters  to  the  prize  schooner 
Coquette ,  which  was  there. 

This  taking  the  Clover  down  the  river  was  done  without  the  author¬ 
ity  or  consent  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Chaplin  and  while  the  signal 
was  up  for  the  Clover  to  come  to  the  assistance  of  the  Dai  Ching. 

The  court  are  of  the  opinion  that  Acting  Master  Howorth  is  highly 
reprehensible  for  such  proceedings. 

Having  concluded  the  proceedings  in  this  case  the  court  adjourned. 

John  J.  Almy, 

Commander  and  President  of  the  Court. 

John  T.  Lee, 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  and  Judge-  Advocate  of  the  Court. 


Capture *  of  the  schooner  Coquette ,  January  % 6 ,  1865. 

Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Leach,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Clover. 

U.  S.  Tug  Clover, 

Port  Royal ,  S.  C. ,  January  £ 9 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  very  respectfully  make  the  following  report:  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  January  26,  whilst  lying  in  the  Combhee  River,  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  a  boat  came  alongside  with  five  men  in  her,  stating  they  were  the 
crew  of  the  blockade-running  schooner  Coquette ,  then  lying  in  the 
river  about  2  miles  ahead.  1  immediately  stated  the  above  to  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  Dai  Ching ,  and  got  underway  and  went  alongside  the 
schooner  with  the  Clover  and  took  her  in  tow.  Enclosed  is  the  prize 
list  of  officers  and  crew  of  the  Clover  at  time  of  capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  S.  Leach, 

T>  Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


*See  also  report  of  Chaplin,  p.  192. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Bryant,  U.  S.  Navy,  executive  officer  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Clover. 

U.  S.  Steam  Tug  Clover, 

Port  Royal ,  S.  C. ,  January  28,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  blockade-running- 
schooner  Coquette,  of  Charleston,  on  the  26th  of  January,  1865. 

The  following  are  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  capture:  On 
the  25th  of  January,  1865,  we  entered  the  Combahee  River,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Dai  Clung,  and  anchored  about  5  p.  m.  12 
miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

At  7  a.  m.  on  the  26th,  the  crew  of  the  schooner,  numbering  5  men, 
came  alongside  this  vessel  and  reported  the  schooner  deserted  by  the 
captain  and  mate.  At  7:30  I  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the 
river  in  company  with  the  Dai  Clung.  At  7:45  we  ran  alongside  the 
schooner.  Acting  Master’s  Mate  James  Hagan,  of  this  vessel,  and 
Acting  Master  Howorth,  with  a  boat  from  the  Dai  Clung,  boarded  and 
took  possession  of  her.  Found  her  to  contain  cotton.  Left  Acting- 
Master’s  Mate  S.  H.  Bryant  in  charge  of  the  prize,  and  on  the  27tli 
she  arrived  in  Port  Royal  in  tow  of  the  Clover. 

The  above  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Herbert  Bryant, 

Acting  Master's  Mate  and  Executive  Officer. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Corndg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Chaplin,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Ship  New  Hampshire, 

Port  Royal  JIarbor,  S.  C. ,  February  3,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
26th  of  January  5  men  came  in  a  boat  to  where  the  U.  S.  S.  Dai 
Citing  and  U.  S.  S.  Clover  were  lying,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Com¬ 
bahee  River,  and  gave  themselves  up,  stating  that  they  belonged  to  the 
blockade-running  schooner  Coquette.  We  got  underway  and  about 
7:30  a.  m.  took  possession  of  her.  She  had  74  bales  of  cotton.  The 
IT.  S.  S.  Clover  towed  her  to  this  harbor.  The  master  carpenter, 
John  [M.]  Davies,  examined  her  and  reports  her  unfit  to  go  north  at 
this  season  of  the  year. 

The  following  are  the  men  who  claim  to  have  belonged  to  her:  John 
Stansluff,  William  Ormandy,  Samuel  Taylor,  Frank  Joseph,  William 
Chuston. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Chaplin, 

Lieut  en  ant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy. 

No.  64.1  Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  February  7,  1865. 

Sir:  The  cargo  of  the  schooner  Coquette ,  prize  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Pai 
Citing ,  is  sent  north  for  adjudication,  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts , 
as  the  schooner  is  not  deemed  seaworthy. 

Acting  Master  George  Howorth,  prize  master,  goes  north  with  it, 
and  has  the  customary  letter  of  instructions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seca'etary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  January  87,  1865. 

Put  immediately  on  board  the  State  of  Georgia ,  Captain  Stanly,  as 
many  XV-inch  projectiles  as  she  can  carry  for  the  South  Atlantic 
Squadron  and  inform  Captain  Stanly  that  more  will  be  sent  from 
New  York  per  steamer  Queen.  Answer. 

PI.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  Bureau. 

Commander  Lynch,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Ship  St.  Lawrence ,  off  Norfolk. 


Report  of  Major-General  Foster,  U.  S.  Army  Regarding  the  distribution 
of  naval  vessels  for  cooperative  demonstration. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  January  87 ,  1865. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Admiral  Dahlgren  informs 
me  that  in  obedience  to  your  request,  by  telegram,  he  has  sent  the 
following  vessels  to  make  the  demonstrations  requested  by  jmu,  viz: 
To  the  Combahee  River,  the  gunboat  Dai  Citing  and  one  armed  tug; 
to  the  South  Edisto,  the  Pawnee  and  one  armed  tug;  to  the  North 
Edisto,  the  Sonoma ;  to  the  Stono,  the  Wissahickon,  the  McDonough, 
and  two  mortar  schooners.  In  addition,  I  have  directed  General  Potter 
to  proceed  to  Edisto  Island  and,  with  the  Twenty-second  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops  already  landed  there,  to  make  a  strong  demonstration  toward 
Willstown,  on  the  South  Edisto  River,  cooperating  with  the  navy. 
I  will,  if  required,  reinforce  him  as  far  as  necessary.  The  eneniy 
have  always  kept  a  force  at  'Willstown  guarding  the  roads  to  Adams 
Run  and  Jacksonboro. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  Foster, 

_  .  Major-  Geyieral  of  Volunteers. 

Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Comdg.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  Pocotaligo. 
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Letter  from  Major -  General  Sherman ,  II.  S.  Army ,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Dahlgren ,  /7.  /S'.  Navy,  regarding  the  opening  of  the  campaign  in 
the  Carolinas. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field ,  Pocotaligo ,  January  27,  1865. 
Dear  Admiral:  I  have  now  reconnoitered  all  the  country  from  the 
Salkehatchie  bridge  back  to  and  including  Coosawhatckie.  The  enemy 
had  fortified  every  path  leading  from  the  various  landings  to  the  rail¬ 
road,  and  could  have  bothered  us  a  good  deal  had  we  not  got  Pocotal¬ 
igo  in  the  way  we  did  by  the  several  divisions  and  the  quick,  prompt 
attack.  From  here  we  will  find  no  trouble  in  getting  an  otfing. 

I  have  official  reports  that  Slocum  got  off  for  Sister’s  Ferry  on  the 
25th  and  he  should  be  thefe  to-morrow. 

It  will  take  him  till  Monday  or  Tuesday  to  cross  over,  load  his 
wagons,  and  rendezvous  at  Robertsville,  when  we  will  be  off.  I  hope 
this  cold,  clear  weather  will  last  for  that  time,  as  the  roads  here  would 
cut  to  the  hub  after  an  hour’s  rain. 

I  have  been  feeling  the  Combahee  Ferry  and  also  at  the  bridge,  but 
the  river  is  over  its  banks  and  fills  the  swamps  for  a  mile  back,  too 
deep  at  points  to  wade  and  too  shallow  at  others  to  use  boats.  1  can 
onlv  see  a  few  rebels  on  the  other  bank,  but  a  prisoner  captured  sa}rs 
there  is  a  brigade  back  a  short  distance  and  a  considerable  force  about 
Green  PomClO  miles  east  of  this.  We  find  no  enemy  this  side  of 
the  Salkehatchie,  except  cavalry,  which  is  simply  watching  us,  but  1 
will  clear  it  away  in  a  hurry  when  we  are  ready  to  move.  1  will  be 
sure  to  let  you  know  the  moment  we  are  off,  and  will  leave  Hatch’s 
division,  of  Foster’s  command,  here  to  cover  our  movements. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  vours,  truly, 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

Major-  General. 

Admiral  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron 


MIernorandum from  Rear- Admiral  DaMgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander 
Raich,  D.  S.  Navy,  regarding  intended  movements  of  troops. 

January  27,  1865. 

A  detachment  of  troops  is  about  to  operate  by  the  North  Edisto. 
The  Sonoma  is  there. 

Take  round  the  Pawnee  and  Daffodil,  and  with  the  Sonoma  assist 
the  troops  all  you  can. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral. 

[Commander  Balcii.] 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Johnson,  II.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a 

reconnoissance  in  Stono  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Wissahickon, 

Stono  River,  South  Carolina,  January  28,  1865. 
Admiral:  A  scout  was  sent  up  the  creeks  of  John’s  Island  last  night, 
and  the  Stono  thoroughly  examined  to-day.  There  have  been  no  new 
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batteries  erected  since  the  expedition  up  the  river  in  July  last.  Bat¬ 
tery  Pringle  has  been  considerably  strengthened  and  the  McDonough 
drew  its  fire  in  the  reconnoissance  of  this  afternoon.  Her  shell  burned 
two  of  the  remaining  houses  above  Legareville,  and  the  vessels  are  now 
anchored  farther  up  the  stream,  as  ordered,  in  positions  to  annoy  and 
repulse  the  enemy  should  he  make  his  appearance.  No  torpedoes  have 
been  discovered  in  the  river. 

The  channel  to  this  inlet  was  sounded  yesterday,  and  the  entrance 
buoy  marked  as  you  directed.  At  high  water,  full  and  change,  14  feet 
can  be  carried  through  it  to  the  anchorage  inside. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  Johnson, 

Lieutenant- Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Fleet. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Crosman ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  a 

reconnoissance  in  Stono  River ,  and  engagement  with  Fend  Pringle. 

U.  S.  S.  McDonough, 

Stono  River ,  January  39,  1865. 

Sir:  Yesterday,  with  the  permission  of  Lieutenant-Commander  A  AY. 
Johnson,  senior  officer  present,  I  went  up  this  river  as  far  as  the  point 
of  woods  about  3,000  yards  from  Fort  Pringle,  with  which  work  I 
exchanged  numerous  shots. 

Most  of  my  shell  fell  inside  of  the  work,  and  Pringle  replied  with 
but  two  heavy  guns,  which  1  am  confident  were  smoothbore.  Not  a 
shell  exploded  near  me,  though  some  of  the  enemy’s  shot  were  very 
fairly  directed.  They  were  all,  I  think,  solid  shot. 

Feeling  the  woods  occasionally  as  1  moved  up  with  shell  and  grape, 
1  sent  a  boat’s  crew  ashore  and  burned  successively  Legare’s  house  and 
the  house  and  outbuildings  on  the  wooded  point  in  whose  vicinity  the 
Pawnee  lay  last  July. 

I  did  not  bring  my  vessel  within  range  of  the  batteries  opposite  to 
Pringle,  as  1  did  not  think  it  necessary. 

I  am  convinced  there  are  no  new  works  on  John’s  Island,  and  also 
that  Fort  Pringle  is  not  so  formidable  as  it  was  in  July  last.  "No  tor¬ 
pedoes  are  in  the  river  yet,  as  I  went  up  purposely  at  dead  low  water 
to  endeavor  to  discover  them. 

I  expended  on  this  reconnoissance  12  IX-inch  shell  and  2  stand  of 
grape;  12  100-pounder  Parrott  shell,  1  shrapnel,  1  100-pounder  canis¬ 
ter;  24  50-pounder  Dahlgren  rifle  shell;  1 24-pounder  howitzer  canister. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  Crosman, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  Frailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  affairs  in 

Georgetown  Harbor. 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 

Off  Georgetown ,  S.  C '.,  January  % 9 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  the  arrival  of  the  Tuscarora  off  George¬ 
town  on  the  forenoon  of  the  25th  instant,  and  my  finding  the  Mingoe , 
Nipsic ,  and  Gemsbok  at  anchor  in  the  offing.  On  the  following  day 
Commander  Creighton  proceeded  with  the  Mingoe  into  the  inner  har¬ 
bor,  but  owing  to  the  very  fresh  winds  blowing  from  the  northward 
and  westward,  and  the  draft  of  water  of  the  Nipsic ,  the  pilot,  Upte- 
grove,  declined  taking  the  latter  in  until  yesterday,  when  she.  was 
safely  taken  over  the  bar,  and  both  vessels  are  at  anchor  in  the  river. 

The  night  previous  to  my  arrival  the  pilot  had  just  returned  from  a 
scout  of  a  couple  of  days,  having  approached  to  within  a  few  miles  of 
Georgetown,  and  bringing  with  him  on  his  return  two  Charleston  and 
two  Wilmington  papers,  which  are  herewith  forwarded  to  you.  Cap¬ 
tain  Creighton  informs  me  he  has  reported  the  result  of  his  observations. 

Yesterday  I  sent  Acting  Ensign  S.  L.  Griffin,  of  this  vessel,  into 
the  inner  harbor  in  my  first  cutter,  with  an  armed  boat’s  crew,  who, 
on  his  return,  reported  everything  quiet  in  the  vicinity;  and  from  the 
top  of  the  light-house  had  a  fine  view  of  both  North  and  South  islands, 
[Winyah  Bay],  on  neither  of  which  could  be  perceived  any  move¬ 
ments  of  men  or  of  earthworks  being  erected.  Two  picket  boats  from 
the  inside  vessels  are  sent  up  the  river  nightly,  and  from  Commander 
Creighton  I  learn  that  a  torpedo  was  found  washed  up  on  the  beach, 
and  from  which  the  scouts  removed  the  powder,  which  was  wet  and 
damaged. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Madison  Frailey, 

Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-  General 
Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  regretting  inability  to  cooperate  as  fully  as 
desired. 

Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 


Port  Royal ,  January  HQ,  1865. 

Dear  General:  1  was  very  glad  to  hear  by  your  note  of  the  27th, 
just  received,  that  everything  was  going  so  much  to  your  satisfaction. 
1  wish  I  could  say  so  for  myself,  but  first  the  Patapsco  would  be 
blown  up  by  a  torpedo,  and  now  the  Dax  Ching  gets  foul  of  a  batteiy, 
o-ets  aground,  can’t  get  off,  and  is  destroyed.  One  thing  was  right; 
she  was  defended  for  seven  hours  and  abandoned  to  the  flames  only 
when  her  pivot  gun  was  disabled  by  a  shot.  All  the  officers  and  men 
brought  off,  but  four  captured  in  a  boat  by  pickets,  so  the  rebels  did 
not  gain  much.  A  contraband  from  Charleston  says  they  havediawn 
off  nearly  all  the  troops  from  about  the  city  toward  Branchville, 
where  they  look  for  “Mr.  Sherman.”  I  had  no  gunboat  to  replace 
the  Dai  Ching  in  the  Combahee,  and  sent  the  Pawnee  from  the 
Ashepoo  to  North  Edisto,  because  I  understood  General  Foster  was 
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sending  a  detachment  there  for  a  diversion.  The  Sonoma  was  there 
already.  Very  sorry,  general,  that  I  can  not  do  any  more  for  you, 
but  the  consolation  is  that  you  do  not  need  it.  The  cipher  is  all  right, 
and  its  chief  merit  seems  to  me  that  when  once  written  it  may  be 
inscrutable  to  everybody. 

With  my  heartiest  wishes,  dear  general,  I  am,  most  truly  yours, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren. 

General  Sherman, 

Commanding ,  etc. 

P.  S. — When  you  get  to  Richmond  I  wish  to  be  there,  for  1  have 
yet  to  bury  my  boy. 


Report  of  Commander  Balcli ,  U.  S.  Nary ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Pawnee ,  regarding  an  expedition  into  the  North  Edisto  River ,  in 

cooperation  with  the  army. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 

North  Edisto ,  South  Carolina ,  January  30,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  ship  entered  the 
North  Edisto  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  instant,  and  at  daylight  of  the 
29th  proceeded  up  the  river  and  anchored  off  White  Point,  where  I 
found  the  Sonoma.  Lieutenant-Commander  Fillebrown  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  scouting  with  his  boats  in  this  vicinity. 

I  called  upon  General  Potter,  who  has  command  of  the  troops,  and 
expressed  the  opinion  that  a  move  by  way  of  White  Point  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Adams  Run  would  be  better  than  in  the  direction  of  South 
Edisto,  and  in  accordance  with  this  opinion  General  Potter  changed 
his  base  from  Edisto  Island  to  White  Point  last  evening.  The  Pawnee 
and  Sonoma  gave  every  aid  in  our  [their]  power  in  landing  the  troops, 
having  taken  position  to  protect  the  flank. 

At  8  a.  m.  this  morning,  at  General  Potter’s  request,  we  opened  fire 
for  an  hour,  at  the_  expiration  of  which  time  his  troops  advanced, 
accompanied  by  a  light  12-pounder  of  the  Sonoma.  There  has  been 
occasional  tiring  from  the  howitzer  and  the  infantry,  but  not  heavy 
enough  to  lead  one  to  suppose  that  the  enemy  is  in  strong  force.  It 
is  contemplated  by  General  Potter  that  the  force  will  fall  back  by 
night  to  White  Point. 

The  troops  advanced,  I  am  told  by  General  Potter,  till  they  came  to 
a  battery,  strongly  posted,  and  which  replied  to  his  fire.  ~  It  would 
lequire  a  much  heavier  force  than  ho  has  to  assault  it,  and  he  is  now 
(7  p.  m.)  embarking  his  troops,  and  they  wi  1 1  return  to  their  former 
post  on  Edisto. 

I  sent  the  Daffodil  up  the  Dawho  River,  but  nothing  of  importance 
was  discovered.  _  I  had  yesterday,  before  the  troops  came,  a  recon- 
noissance  made  in  the  direction  of  Adams  Run,  and  some  rebels  were 
found  and  shots  exchanged.  Boats  from  the  Sonoma  had  been  up  the 
.  ^dmelawand  discovered  some  few  rebels;  she  went  up  in  that  direc¬ 
tion  yesterday  and  fired  her  howitzer  occasionally.  I  believe  this 
movement  of  General  Potter  will  have  a  good  effect  in  worrying  the 
enemy.  -  & 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balcii, 

,,  .  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Johnson,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
purpose  for  a  further  reconnoissance  in  the  Stono  and  Kiawah 
Rivers. 

U.  S.  S.  WlSSAHICKON, 

Stono  River,  South  Carolina,  January  31,  1865. 
Admiral:  In  obedience  to  your  verbal  order,  received  this  forenoon 
through  commanding  officer  of  the  Oleander,  I  have  to  inform  you 
that  nothing  further  has  been  discovered  on  the  shores  of  these  rivers 
since  my  report  of  the  28th  instant. 

The  McDonough,  the  C.  P.  Williams,  and  this  vessel  are  anchored 
at  the  intersection  of  the  Stono  and  Kiawah,  and  so  soon  as  more 
reliable  information  is  obtained  from  our  scouts,  I  purpose  to  again 
reconnoiter  these  streams  with  the  two  gunboats. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  Johnson, 

L  ieuten  ant-  Commander. 

Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Fleet. 


Report  of  lieutenant- Commander  Luce,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Pontiac,  regarding  an  expedition  in  the  Savannah  River 
for  cooperation  with  the  army. 

U.  S.  S.  Pontiac, 

Sister's  Perry,  Savannah  River,  Georgia,  January  31,  1865. 
Admiral:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  13th  instant,  I 
reported  on  the  loth  instant  to  General  Sherman,  at  Savannah,  and 
was  by  him  referred  to  General  Slocum  for  special  instructions. 

Agreeably  to  such  instructions,  we  left  Savannah  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  18th,  in  company  with  the  army  transport  Robert  E.  Lee,  and 
arrived  at  Purysburg,  about  20  miles  up  the  river,  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  19th,  where  we  found  a  portion  of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  General 
[Alpheus  S.]  Williams.  Remained  at  Purysburg  until  the  22d,  when 
we  proceeded  up  the  river,  and  on  the  24th  anchored  at  Morrall  s 
Landing,  at  the  lower  end  of  Sister’s  Ferry  Bluffs,  about  41  miles  from 
Savannah.  Here,  on  the  high  banks  which  overlook  the  river,  we 
established  a  picket  station  with  a  view  to  keep  a  lookout  for  the 
advance  of  our  own  army,  and  to  see  that  the  enemy  did  not  bring 
artillery  to  bear  on  us,  our  own  guns  not  being  available  for  such  an 
elevation. 

With  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  position  and  strength  of  the  rebel 
pickets,  and  for  information  generally,  small  scouting  parties  were 
sent  out  with  orders  to  run  no  risk  ol  being  cut  off,  and  cautioned 
particularly  against  the  detached  bodies  of  Wheeler’s  cavalry  known 
to  be  in  the  neighborhood.  Notwithstanding  this  warning,  on  the 
morning  of  the  26th  a  party  from  this  ship,  engaged  on  a  scouting 
expedition,  were  surprised  and  captured  by  a  body  of  4\  heeler  s  men, 
numbering  about  20.  The  following  are  the  names  of  those  taken: 
Third  Assistant  Engineer  Carlton  A.  Uber;  Acting  Gunner  Charles  F. 
Adams;  Americus  Brinton,  ordinary  seaman;  Gustavus  Dahl,  ordinary 
seaman;  John  Owens,  landsman;  James  W  alters,  coal  heaver.  ^ 
Previous  to  this  we  had  taken  the  following  prisoners:  John  Gay 
lord,  citizen,  but  suspected  guerrilla;  James  M.  Fleetwood,  late  of 
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rebel  gunboat  Macon  and  branch  pilot  of  Savannah;  John  Ganaan, 
J.  B.  Metzger,  Thirty-first  Georgia  [Fourth  Cavalry?],  all  of  whom 
were  turned  over  to  the  provost-marshal. 

On  the  evening  of  the  27th  the  scouts  of  General  Davis’s  column 
reached  here,  and  soon  after  the  rest  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps.  They 
had  been  delayed  by  the  very  bad  roads  and  the  great  amount  of 
corduroying  to  be  done.  The  movements  of  this  wing  are  greatly 
impeded  by  the  late  freshets,  but  officers  and  men  are  working  with 
great  energy  and  perseverance,  and  will  no  doubt  overcome  all  diffi¬ 
culties. 

This  ship  is  now  anchored  about  a  mile  above  the  pontoon  bridge, 
or  at  the  old  ferry,  on  the  lookout  for  the  enemy’s  gunboats,  the 
last  information  of  which  showed  them  to  be  80  or  90  miles  above  us. 

On  our  way  up,  owing  to  the  very  strong  current  caused  by  the 
freshet  and  the  many  and  very  sharp  turns  in  the  river,  we  were  occa¬ 
sionally  swept  in  among  the  trees  on  the  river’s  bank,  getting  some 
scratches,  but  nothing  of  a  serious  nature. 

I  am,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  Luce, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Admiral  John  A.  Daiilgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Detailed  report  of  Rear-Admiral  Daldgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 

the  Savannah  defenses. 

No.  T9.]  Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Roycd  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  Jan  uary  31,  1865. 

Sir:  I  am  now  able  to  convey  to  the  Department  a  more  complete 
account  of  the  works  that  defended  Savannah  than  was  before  in  my 
power. 

The  sketch  annexed  shows  the  city  to  be  approachable  from  sea¬ 
ward  directly  by  the  Savannah  River  and  Wilmington  River,  and 
indirectly  by  roads  from  the  Vernon  and  Ogeechee  rivers. 

I  he  heavy  barriers  that  were  laid  across  the  Savannah  River  at  the 
head  of  Elba  Island  have  been  found  sufficiently  difficult  of  removal, 
even  when  our  possession  enabled  steam  tugs  and  divers  to  work  with¬ 
out  interruption. 

There  was  a  double  line  of  cribs  extending  entirely  across;  each  of 
these  was  made  of  heavy  timbers,  18-inch  to  20-inch,  stoutly  framed 
together,  with  platforms  at  each  tier,  on  which  were  placed  piles  of 
brick.  Their  tops  were  about  level  with  high  water  and  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  South  Branch  must  have  had  a  height  of  30  to  35 
feet  from  the  bottom. 

•I  he  party  from  the  navy,  consisting  of  a  corps  of  divers  and  a 
steam  tug,  were  occupied  two  or  three  weeks  in  removing  two  or 
three  of  these,  which  opened  a  passage  of  not  more  than  100  to  125 
feet. 

In  _  the  North  Branch  the  divers  who  contracted  effected  a  similar 
opening  in  ess  time,  as  the  water  was  little  more  than  half  the  depth 
of  the  oouth  ranch. 

1st.  1  he  fiist  battery  from  above  that  commanded  these  obstructions 
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was  Fort  Lee,  a  strong  earthwork,  at  1,500  yards;  it  had  10  guns,  of 
which  2  were  10-inch  and  3  were  8-inch  columbiads. 

2d.  Fort  Jackson,  at  2,000  yards,  has  5  guns;  of  which  2  are 
8-inch  columbiads. 

3d.  Battery  Lawton,  at  2,000  yards,  5  cannon;  of  which  2  were 
10-inch  columbiads;  one  was  an  8-inch  columbiad. 

4th.  Water  battery,  at  2,000  yards,  6  guns;  of  which  2  were  10-inch 
columbiads  and  1  an  8-inch  columbiad. 

About  1,500  yards  above  these  obstructions  was  another  row  of 
similar  cribwork,  extending  from  Fort  Lee  to  Battery  Lawton,  on  an 
island  directly  across  the  channel,  the  channel  being  under  the  tire  of 
these  works,  at  ranges  varying  from  200  to  600  yards. 

Piles  were  also  driven  and  obstructions  sunken  at  different  parts  of 
the  channel  where  it  presented  an  intricacy. 

So  long,  therefore,  as  the  rebels  held  these  batteries,  they  covered 
these  obstructions  by  the  tire  of  26  cannon,  of  which  13  were  colum- 
biads. 

As  the  Savannah  River  is  lined  with  marshes  to  the  line  of  obstruc¬ 
tions,  no  troops  could  operate  on  either  side,  and  the  vessels  that 
approached  could  have  no  cooperation,  while  they  were  also  under  the 
lire  of  the  battery  of  14  guns  on  Whitemarsh  Island,  at  a  range  of 
- yards. 

Savannah  could,  however,  be  approached  by  landing  troops  in  St. 
Augustine  Creek,  whence  roads  led  directly  to  the  city,  the  distance 
not  exceeding  3  miles,  which  was  also  eas3r  rifle  range,  and  permitted 
the  destruction  of  the  city. 

The  navigation  from  the  sea  is  better  by  this  route  than  by  Savan¬ 
nah  River. 

To  guard  against  this  danger  there  were  several  batteries. 

1st.  Turner's  Rocks,  6  guns,  4  of  them  10-inch  columbiads  and  1 
8-inch  columbiad. 

2d.  Thunderbolt,  12  guns;  of  which  1  was  a  10-inch  columbiad  and 
4  were  8-inch  columbiads. 

3d.  Bartow,  with  its  outpost,  Causton’s  Bluff,  16  guns;  of  which  1 
was  a  10-inch  columbiad  and  3  were  8-inch  columbiads. 

Obstructions  of  various  kinds  were  sunk  in  different  parts  of  the 
narrow  channel. 

The  heavy  cannon  on  this  line  were  6  10-inch  columbiads  and  8  8-inch 
columbiads,  looking  upon  a  deep,  but  narrow,  and  crooked  channel. 

Just  in  the  midst  of  this  network  of  defenses  lay  Whitemarsh 
Island.  Our  landing  and  intrenching  here  was  prevented,  first,  by 
the  battery  of  Turner’s  Rocks,  second,  by  a  battery  on  its  east  side  of 
14  guns,  which,  with  obstructions,  closed  the  passage  by  the  Little 
Tybee;  third,  by  an  intrenchment,  extending  diagonally  across  the 
island,  with  small  fieldworks  at  intervals;  fourth,  by  the  guns  of 
Thunderbolt  enfilading  these  intrenchments;  fifth,  by  the  guns  of 
Bartow. 

The  whole  of  this  powerful  assemblage  of  works  were  open,  how¬ 
ever,  to  being  taken  in  reverse,  and  turned  or  passed  by  troops  landing 
on  the  Vernon  and  Ogeechee. 

To  prevent  this,  the  Vernon  was  closed  by  obstructions  and  com¬ 
manded  by  Fort  Beaulieu,  with  9  cannon,  of  which  2  were  10-inch 
columbiads  and  1  was  an  8-inch  columbiad. 

n  w  r — vol  16 - 14 
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Big'  Ogeechee  was  closed  by  obstructions  and  Fort  McAllister,  having 
24  guns,  of  which  3  were  10-inch  columbiads  and  1  was  an  8-inch 
columbiad. 

Little  Ogeechee  was  defended  by  Rosedew,  with  6  guns,  of  which 
3  were  10-inch  columbiads. 

All  of  these  streams  were  so  narrow  at  the  location  of  these  works 
that  a  steamer  would  turn  with  difficulty,  if  at  all. 

Batteries  were  also  placed  on  the  roads  leading  to  the  city  from 
these  places. 

The  whole  number  of  cannon  in  the  works  enumerated  above  on  the 
water  courses  was  113,  of  which  20  were  10-inch  columbiads  and  19 
were  8-inch  columbiads. 

Besides  these  there  were  116  cannon  of  less  caliber  in  the  land  works 
immediately  around  the  city  and  on  the  roads  leading  to  it,  making  a 
total  of  229  cannon  defending  Savannah  by  land  and  water. 

1  think  it  clear  from  this  that  the  citj"  wras  not  reducible  in  any  of 
these  directions,  save  by  the  united  exertions  of  a  competent  land  and 
sea  force. 

If  General  Gillmore  had  40,000  men,  which  I  heard  after  he  left 
that  he  had  had,  I  think  the  place  might  have  been  captured. 

But  the  shortest  and  best  way  was  to  take  it  as  did  General  Sherman, 
by  entering  from  the  direction  of  the  interior,  where  no  attack  was 
expected  and  no  works  had  been  previously  prepared. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Summary  from  the  report,  of  Captain  D.  Id.  Buel ,  chief  of  ordnance 
department ,  Army  of  the  Tennessee ,  and  Captain  T.  G.  Baylor ,  chief 
of  ordnance,  Military  Department  of  the  Mississippi. 


10-inch 

columbiads. 

8-inch 

columbiads. 

Others. 

Total. 

To  Savannah,  by  Wilmington  River  and  St.  Augus- 

tine  Creek: 

No.  1.  Turner’s  Rocks . 

4 

1 

1 

6 

2.  Thunderbolt . 

1 

4 

7 

12 

3.  Bonaventure . 

4.  Causton’s  Bluff . 

5.  Bartow . 

1 

3 

12 

16 

6.  Port  Lee . 

2 

3 

5 

10 

7.  Fort  Jackson . 

2 

3 

8.  Lawton  battery . 

2 

i 

2 

5 

9.  Water  battery . 

2 

i 

3 

6 

Tybee  was  closed  by  Grimball's  Point  battery. ... 

12 

15 

2 

33 

12 

60 

Ossabaw  was  closed  by  McAllisterfGreat  Ogeechee) . 
Rosedew  (Little  Ogeechee) . 

3 

3 

i 

20 

3 

24 

Beaulieu  (Vernon  River) . 

2 

1 

(3 

Road  Horn  Ossabaw: 

Brown .  . . 

Boggs . 

In  and  around  Savannah . 

20 

20 

88 

128 

Total . 

— 

229 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron , 

February  1,  1865. 


Vessel. 


Acacia . 

Adger . 

♦Adams . 

♦Allen . 

Amaranth  us . 

Arethusa . 

Azalea . 

♦Bruen  . 

*Braziliera . . 

♦Blunt . 

Canandaigua . 

Cimarron . 

Canonicus . 

Catalpa . 

Camelia . 

Carnation . 

Clover . 

Chatham . 

♦Chambers . 

Dandelion . 

Daffodil . 

Flag . 

Flambeau . 

Fernandina . 

Geranium . 

Gemsbok  . 

Gladiolus . 

Griffith . 

G.  W.  Rodgers . 

Home . 

Harvest  Moon . 

Hydrangea . 

Houghton . . 

Hale . 

Hope . 

Iris . 

Juniata . 

Jonquil . 

Catskill . 

Lehigh . 

Lodona . 

Laburnum . 

Larkspur . 

Lightning . 

Montauk . 

Mingoe . 

McDonough  . 

Memphis . 

Mangham  . 

Mohican . 

Mahopac . 

Monadnock . 

Nantucket . 

Naliant . 

Nipsic . 

♦New  Hampshire.... 

Norwich . 

♦Norfolk  Packet . 

Ottawa . 

♦Orvetta . 

Oleander . 

Passaic . 

Pawnee . 

Pontiac . . . 

Potomska . 

Philadelphia . 

Pettit . 

♦Para . . 

♦Perry . 


of 

ns. 

Class. 

5 

Screw  tug . 

8 

Side  -wheel 

steamer. 

8 

Storeship  . 

9 

Bark  . 

•3 

Screw  tug  .... 

•3 

. do . 

■9 

. do . 

2 

Schooner, store 

8 

Bark . 

8 

Screw  sloop.. . 

8 

Side  -wheel 

gunboat. 

9 

Monitor . 

t4 

Screw  tug . 

12 

f2 

. do . . 

h 

Side-wheeltug 

G 

Schooner . 

|2 

Screw  tug  .... 

|2 

Side-wheeltug 

7 

Screw  steamer 

5 

_ .do . 

9 

Bark . 

t4 

Side-wheeltug 

7 

Bark  . 

t3 

Screw  tug  .... 

3 

Mortar  schoon- 

er. 

t2 

Schooner . 

+3 

Screwsteamer, 

hospital. 

f5 

Side  -wheel 

steamer. 

t2 

Screw  tug  .... 

6 

Bark,  con- 

demned. 

0 

Screw  steamer 

1 

Schooner . 

12 

Screw  tug  .... 

13 

Screw  sloop... 

|2 

Screw  tug  .... 

2 

Monitor . 

2 

_ do . 

7 

Screw  steamer 

t4 

Screw  tug  .... 

+2 

. do . 

2 

Monitor . 

it 

Side  -  w  h  e  e  1 

gunboat. 

G 

Side  -wheel 

steamer. 

ii 

Screw  steamer 

7 

Schooner . 

8 

Screw  sloop  . . 

2 

Monitor . 

4 

2 

_ do . 

9 

8 

Screwgunboat 

10 

Storeship  . 

G 

Screw  steamer 

6 

Schooner . 

5 

Screwgunboat 

Store  schooner 

t2 

Side-wheel  tug 

2 

Monitor . 

14 

Screw  sloop  . . 

11 

Side  -  wheel 

gunboat. 

6 

Screw  steamer 

tl 

Side  -  wheel 

steamer. 

2 

Side-wheel  tug 

7 

Mortarschoon- 

er. 

9 

Brig . 

Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Master  Joseph  E.  Jones... 
Comdr.  T.  H.  Patterson . . 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Off  Charleston 
Do. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  Phinney... 

Actg.  Master  I.  A.  Pennell..' _ 

Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  R.  Cox . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  V.  Cook . 

Actg.  Master  F.  W.  Strong . 

Actg.  Master  W.  F.  Redding _ 

Actg.  Master  W.  T.  Gillespie _ 

Actg.  Ensign  G.  G.  Curtis . 

Comdr.  N.  B.  Harrison . 

Comdr.  E.  Thompson . 


Do. 

St.  Simon’s. 

Off  Charleston. 

Port  Royal. 

Off  Charleston. 

Do. 

St.  Andrew’s. 

Special  duty,  divers. 
Off  Charleston. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 


Lieut.  Comdr.  G.  E.  Belknap  ... 

Actg.  Ensign  A.  K.  Noyes . 

Actg.  Ensign  D.  B.  Hawes . 

Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  Boyd . 

Actg.  Ensign  B.  Mitchell . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  G.  W.  Post. 

Actg.  Master  W.  L.  Bowers . 

Actg.  Ensign  G.  W.  Williams  ... 

Actg.  Master  W.  H.  Mallard _ 

Comdr.  J.  C.  Williamson . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  E.  Cavendy... 

Actg.  Master  Lewis  West . 

Actg.  Ensign  David  Lee . 

Actg.  Master  .1.  F.  Winchester.. 

Actg.  Ensign  N.  Boughton . 

Actg.  Master  J.  Ogilvie . 


Off  Charleston. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Off  Charleston. 

Port  Royal. 

Off  Charleston. 

Port  Royal. 

Bull’s  Bay. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
North  Edisto. 
Ossabaw. 

Off  Charleston. 

St.  Catherine’s,  Ga. 

Off  Charleston. 

Off  Georgetown. 

Off  Charleston. 
Wassaw  Sound. 


Actg.  Master  L.  G.  Emerson _ 

Actg.  Master  B.  Dyer . 


Do. 

Off  Charleston. 


Actg.  Master  J.  K.  Crosby 


Port  Royal. 


Actg.  Master  Clias.  W.  Rogers  .. 
Actg.  Master  E.  G.  Furber . 


Off  Charleston. 
Port  Royal. 


Actg.  Master  C.  F.  Mitchell . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  L.  Churchill 
Actg.  Ensign  W.  H.  Anderson  .. 

Comdr.  J.  J.  Almy . 

Actg.  Ensign  Chas.  H.  Hanson  . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  Barrett . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  A.  Semmes  ... 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  R.  P.  Swann  .. 

Actg.  Ensign  Sturgis  Center - 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  J. O’Connor. 


Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  E.  Stone 
Comdr.  J.  B.  Creighton. .. 


St.  John’s  River. 
Special  duty,  divers. 
Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Do. ' 

Off  Charleston. 

Do. 

Do. 

Sapelo. 

Off  Charleston. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Wassaw. 

Wilmington. 

Off  Georgetown. 


Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  F.  Crosman... 


Stono. 


Actg.  Master  R.  0.  Patterson  . . . 

Actg.  Master  John  Collins . 

Comdr.  Daniel  Ammen . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  W.  Weaver - 

Comdr.  E.  G.  Parrott . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  F.  R.  Lewis... 

Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  K.  Mayo . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  W.  Henry . 

Comdr.  Wm.  Reynolds . 

Actg.  Master  W.  H.  DeWolf . 

Actg.  Master  G.  W.  Wood . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  Stillwell . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Fales . 

Actg.  Master  R.  P.  Walter . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  W.  Scott . 

Comdr.  G.B.Balch . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  S.  B.  Luce . 


Port  Royal. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Off  Charleston. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Off  Charleston. 

Do. 

Do. 

Off  Georgetown. 

Port  Royal. 

St.  John’s  River. 
Ossabaw. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Off  Charleston. 

To  Edisto  with  stores. 
Off  Charleston. 

North  Edisto. 
Savannah  River. 


Actg.  Master  F.  M.  Montell 
Actg.  Master  G.  H.  Avery. . 


Off  Charleston. 
Stono. 


Actg.  Ensign  Chas.  Grieve. 
Actg.  Master  D.  I’.  Heath . 


Port,  Royal. 
Ossabaw. 


Actg.  Master  S.  N.  Freeman 


Fernandina. 


♦Sailing  vessels. 


f  Howitzers. 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  February  1,  1865— 

Continued. 


Vessel. 


No.  of 
guns. 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


♦Percy  Drayton . 

♦Racer . . . .  3 

Sangamon .  2 

Sonoma .  8 


♦St.  Louis . 

♦Saratoga . 

Shenandoah. . . . 
State  of  Georgia 

South  Carolina  . 

Sanford  . 

Stettin . 

Sweet  Brier . 

♦Smith,  Dan _ 


18 

22 


8 

8 

t5 

5 

3 

5 


♦Swift . 

♦Thunder  ... 
Ticonderoga 
Tuscarora  ... 
♦Valparaiso  . 
Wissahickon 

Winona . 

W  amsutta  . . . 
Wando . 


15 

10 


5 

6 
6 
3 


♦Williams 


6 


♦Wild  Cat . 

♦Ward .  5 


Mortarschoon- 

er. 

Monitor . 

Side  -  wheel 
gunboat. 
Sailing  sloop  . 

_ do . 

Screw  sloop  . . 
Side  -  wheel 
steamer. 
Screw  steamer 

Actg.  Master  E.  G.  Martin . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  Young . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  T.  S.  Fillebrown  . . 

Comdr.  G.  H.  Preble . 

Actg.  Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  Brodhead 

Capt.  D.  B.  Ridgely . 

Comdr.  F.  Stanly . 

Actg.Vol.  Lieut.  W.  W.  Kennison 
Actg.  Master  Z.  Kempton . 

_ do . 

Screw  tug  .... 
Mortarschoor:- 
er. 

Actg.Vol.  Lieut.  C.  J.Van  Alstine 

Actg.  Ensign  .T.  D.  Dexter . 

Actg.  Master  B.  Van  Voorhis - 

Screw  sloop... 

Capt.  Charles  Steedman . 

Hospital . 

Screw  gunboat 

_ do . 

Screw  steamer 
Side  -  wheel 
steamer. 
Mortarschoon- 
er. 

Actg.  Master  H.  S.  Blanchard  . . . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  W.  Johnson - 

Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  H.  Dana . 

Actg.  Master  C.  W.  Lee . 

Actg.  Master  Fredk.  T.  King _ 

Actg.  Master  G.  W.  Parker . 

Schooner, 

stores. 

Actg.  Master  R.  T.  Wyatt . 

North  Edisto. 
Savannah  River. 

Off  Charleston. 

North  Edisto. 

Do. 

Doboy  Sound. 

Off  Charleston. 

North  for  supplies. 

Off  Charleston. 

Do. 

St.  Helena. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Stono. 

St.  Helena. 

Savannah  River. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Georgetown. 

Port  Royal. 

Stono. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Off  Charleston. 

Do. 

Stono. 

Port  Royal . 

Off  Morris  Island. 


♦Sailing  vessels.- 


f  Howitzers. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Preble ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ship 
St.  Louis ,  regarding  affairs  in  North  Edisto  River. 


U.  S.  Sloop  op  War  St.  Louis, 

North  Edisto  River ,  South  Carolina ,  February  1 ,  1865. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  verbal  instructions  to  me  through  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Oleander ,  I  have  to  report  that  the  Pawnee , 
Sonoma ,  and  Daffodil  are  at  anchor  at  and  above  White  Point,  throw¬ 
ing  a  shell  into  the  woods  occasionally.  The  Pawnee  came  down  yes¬ 
terday  to  coal,  and  from  Captain  Batch  I  learned  that  a  small  army 
force,  under  General  Potter,  landed  on  Monday  at  White  Point  under 
cover  of  a  fire  from  the  gunboats,  and  advanced  up  the  road  toward 
Adams  Pun.  Some  5  miles  up  the  road  they  found,  and  were  fired  upon 
by  two  strong  batteries  of  the  enemy,  and  not  having  force  sufficient 
to  assault,  fell  back  to  the  landing  place,  reembarked,  and  returned  to 
their  encampment  on  Edisto  Island,  Steamboat  Creek.  One  of  our 
navy  howitzers  accompanied  this  reconnoissance.  The  army  force 
under  Colonel  Baird  is  still  at  Steamboat  Creek.  General  Potter  went 
to  Port  Royal  yesterday  morning  in  the  Anna  Maria,  and  has  probably 
communicated  with  you. 

I  sent  dispatches  by  him,  and  among  them  a  familiar  letter  to  me, 
from  Captain  Balch  for  your  information.  I  understood  him  to  say, 
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yesterday,  that,  with  the  Daffodil  and  boats,  he  intended  to  scout  the 
Wadmelaw.  He  wished  me  to  report  to  you  if  opportunity  offered, 
that  he  was  “active.”  I  loaned  this  ship’s  launch  and  its  gun  to  the 
Sonoma  for  any  purpose  that  might  be  required. 

The  army  seems  to  be  burning  the  stubble  and  negro  huts  all  around 
and  about  Edisto.  It  is  reported  to  me  that  in  one  of  the  houses  on 

- - Creek,  there  is  from  1,000  to  2,000  pounds  of  unginned  sea- 

island  cotton  of  good  quality;  for  want  of  men  and  of  bags  to  pack  it 
in,  1  have  not  sent  for  it;  besides  I  believe,  after  all  our  trouble,  such 
abandoned  property  would  not  be  prize,  but  would  have  to  be  turned 
over  to  a  treasury  agent.  Shall  I  take  it  out  of  the  house  and  burn  it? 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Henry  Preble, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Batch ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  giving  information  obtained 
from  an  escaped  Union  prisoner  regarding  Confederate  affairs. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 

Off  White  Point ,  North  Edisto ,  S.  (?.,  February  i,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  night  a  Union 
prisoner  (of  the  Fourteenth  Illinois  Cavalry)  was  brought  on  board 
the  Daffodil  by  a  contraband.  From  him  we  get  some  interesting 
intelligence  of  affairs  in  Dixie.  Among  other  items  he  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  rebels  are  evacuating  Charleston,  and  he  heard  that 
they  were  removing  heavy  guns  from  Sullivan’s  Island  and  James 
Island.  He  tells  me  that  there  are  the  headquarters  of  three  generals 
at  Adams  Run;  and  that  the  battery  encountered  by  General  Potter 
is  manned  by  the  junior  reserves,  and  since  the  movements  in  this 
direction  there  has  been  great  anxiety  felt  by  the  rebels  that  we  might 
flank  them  and  get  on  to  the  railroad. 

He  also  informs  me  that  Hardee,  in  a  speech  in  Charleston,  expressed 
the  opinion  that  they  could  not  hold  the  city,  and  was  “turned  out  of 
the  chair.”  This  prisoner  says  they  talked,  in  the  event  of  having  to 
fall  back,  of  falling  back  on  Summerville,  distant  22  miles  from  Adams 
Run.  By  the  atlas  you  will  see  that  Summerville  is  on  the  South 
Carolina  Railroad,  and  in  the  direction  of  Branchville.  I  am  of  the 
opinion,  from  all  that  I  can  learn,  that  a  move  in  this  direction,  wuth 
a  heav}T  force,  would  result  in  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  and.a 
great  damage  to  the  rebels.  I,  however,  send  this  prisoner  to  you, 
that  you  may  inform  yourself  of  the  real  state  of  affairs  in  this  vicinity. 
The  contraband  I  have  on  board,  and  will,  if  occasion  offers,  permit 
him  to  return  and  bring  off  his  family.  His  wife  is  employed  in 
washing  at  the  rebel  hospital  at  Adams  Run,  and  has  been  enjoined  to 
bring  all  information  of  affairs  there.  Evidently  the  move  in  this 
direction  has  been  a  good  one,  but  more  force  is  needed  to  gain  success. 
The  Sonoma  has  to-day  sent  boats  on  a  reconnoissance  up  the  Wadme¬ 
law  Sound  [River],  and  your  order  in  regard  to  being  active  has  been 
fully  carried  out  by  the  "naval  forces  here.  Should  it  be  deemed  un¬ 
necessary  to  make  another  move  in  this  direction,  I  should  think  one  at 


214 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


least  of  the  three  vessels  here  could  be  spared  for  service  elsewhere. 
I,  therefore,  await  your  order. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dapilgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  V.  S. 
Navy ,  to  order  the  U.  S.  S.  Memphis  to  New  York. 

Navy  Department,  February  3,  1865. 
Sir:  Order  the  U.  S.  S.  Memphis  to  proceed  to  the  navy  yard,  New 
York. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Jno.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg .  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander 
Amman ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Mohican,  to  proceed  to 
duty  in  Ossabaw  Sound. 


Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Roycd,  S.  C. ,  February  3,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Mohican  to  Ossabaw  and  relieve  the 
Flag. 

Commander  A  illiamson  will  hand  you  his  instructions  and  give 
you  other  necessary  information. 

It  is  desirable  that  you  keep  as  hig-h  up  as  may  be  judicious,  so  as 
to  observe  any  movements  of  the  rebels  in  the  Big-  and  Little  Ogee- 
chee. 

It  is  understood  that  our  army  has  removed  all  the  cannon  from 
McAllister,  but  left  untouched  the  bombproofs  and  magazines;  these 
should  be  blown  up. 

Of  Rosedew,  I  have  no  very  recent  information. 

Beaulieu  is  yet  occupied  by  our  troops. 

Station  the  vessels  on  Ossabaw  as  you  find  proper. 

The  piles  in  the  river  should  be  removed. 

Some  rebel  cavalry  are  reported  to  be  at  King’s  Bridge. 

I  he  buoys  are  to  be  replaced  if  washed  away. 

.  Keep  me  informed  of  events  from  time  to  time  as  they  transpire  if 
important,  and  take  in  a  good  supply  of  coal. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

_  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Semtli  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  D.  Ammen, 

Commanding  Mohican,  Port  Royal. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General 
Sherman ,  17.  S.  Army,  announcing  the  sending  of  an  escaped  Union 
prisoner  to  give  information  regarding  Confederate  affairs. 

Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal,  February  3,  1866. 

Dear  General:  1  have  not  heard  from  you  since  the  27th  ultimo, 
and  suppose  that  [you]  are  getting  out  of  “pen-shot”  of  this  place.  1 
send  you  one  of  the  Illinois  cavalry,  just  escaped  from  Charleston, 
whom  you  may  like  to  see  and  hear. 

Everything  being  drawn  in  your  own  direction,  leaves  little  of  interest 
here.  The  Pontiac  is  at  Sister’s  Ferry,  Pawnee  and  Sonoma  in  the 
North  Edisto,  firing  and  scouting. 

With  best  wishes,  most  truly,  your  friend, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren. 

General  Sherman, 

Comdg.  Southern  Army  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Hatch,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  the  services  of  a  tug  in  Broad 
River. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C. ,  February  3,  1866. 

Admiral:  If  you  can  spare  a  tug  or  two  launches,  to  cruise  in  upper 
Broad  River  during  the  stay  of  this  command  near  here,  it  would  be 
of  service  to  us.  Night  before  last  three  of  our  boats  were  stolen, 
and  I  fear  some  scamps  in  the  vicinity  of  Boyd’s  Neck  or  Bee’s  Creek 
are  preparing  to  attempt  to  capture  some  of  our  transports. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  P.  Hatch, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-  Com¬ 
mander  Stillwell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  _  U.  S.  S.  Ottawa,  to 
proceed  to  St.  Helena  for  purposes  of  cooperation  with  the  army ,  and 
protection  of  the  wreck  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Dai  Cliing. 

Elag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  February  3,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  St,  Helena  with  the  Ottawa,  in  order  to 
cooperate  with  the  army,  if  wanted  or  requested  to  do  so.  It  is  desir- 
able  to  prevent  the  rebels  from  making  use  of  any  portion  of  the  wieck 
of  the  Dai  Ching  or  its  contents,  and  you  will  prevent  it,  if  you  can 
do  so,  without  endangering  your  own  vessel  or  those  with  you. 

As  a  preliminary  to  this,  or  cooperation  with  the  army,  scout  the 
river  first  with  boats  and  remove  torpedoes  and  other  impediments 
and  keep  picket  boats  on  guard  day  and  night. 
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When  you  are  satisfied  that  there  is  a  necessity  for  going  up  with 
the  Ottawa ,  and  that  it  can  be  done  judiciously,  you  will  ascend  as  far 
as  your  boats  have  examined,  but  no  farther  than  is  needed  to  cooper¬ 
ate  or  to  bring  the  wreck  within  distant  range  of  the  pivot  gun. 

Let  a  boat  precede  the  Ottawa  and  steam  slowly,  so  as  to  be  certain 
of  not  grounding. 

Clear  the  wreck  of  rebel  pickets  b}T  firing  grape. 

Have  a  kedge  over  the  stern  ready  to  let  go  and  use  it  in  winding 
the  ship. 

When  you  start,  let  it  be  at  the  first  of  the  flood;  the  channel  is  then 
best  defined,  and  if  you  touch,  the  vessel  will  soon  float.  Cease  to 
ascend  after  the  tide  is  two-thirds  flood. 

If  you  should  find  it  necessary  to  dismantle  the  wreck  any  further, 
you  can  do  so  by  deliberate  practice  wTith  the  pivot  gun;  but  for  this 
purpose  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  approach  the  wreck  nearer  than 
2,000  yards,  and  you  will  not  approach  that  near  if  the  Ottawa  is 
thereby  exposed  to  the  firing  of  the  battery. 

The  pilot  1  send  you  (Chuverton)  will  take  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
and  may  be  rated  as  a  pilot  at  $60  per  month.  Keep  a  close  eye  on 
him;  he  has  been  in  the  rebel  service,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  how 
far  he  can  be  trusted.  He  will,  no  doubt,  be  useful,  as  he  says  he 
knows  the  river  and  all  the  roads  leading  to  it. 

The  pilot  who  was  in  the  Dai  Ching  can  not  be  depended  on,  as  his 
alarm  under  fire  was  the  cause  of  the  vessel’s  grounding. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  remain  all  the  time  in  the  Com  bailee,  but  only 
to  keep  it  under  observation. 

_  Look  out  for  your  boarding  nets,  and  keep  the  torpedo  fenders 
rigged  out. 

If  3rou  should  leave  there,  these  orders  are  to  be  transferred  to  the 
senior  officer  who  may  remain. 

Report  to  me  events  of  interest,  and  use  the  Stettin  to  support  you 
if  no  other  vessel  joins  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  James  Stillwell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ottawa. 

[Order  of  like  tenor,  dated  February  1,  1865,  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  W.  H.  Dana,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Winona. \ 


Report  of  Captain  Ridgely ,  U.  S.  JYavy ,  regarding  the  burning  of  a 
qrounded  blockade  runner  near  Breach  Inlet. 

U.  S.  S.  Shenandoah, 

Off  Charleston ,  February  f  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  daylight  this  morning  a 
blockade  runner  was  discovered  by  the  Wamsutta  and  Potomska , 
stationed  at  the  north,  aground  a  short  distance  to  the  eastward  of 
Li  each  Inlet,  lhey  stood  toward  the  blockade  runner,  when  she  was 
abandoned  and  set  on  fire,  and  made  quite  a  conflagration  until  late  in 
the  day.  At  11  a.  m.  the  crew  attempted  to  return  in  the  boats,  and 
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were  shelled  away  by  the  Potomska  and  Warns utta.  The  blockade 
runner  is  a  complete  wreck  and  burned  out  inside,  the  hull  being  iron. 
She  lies  in  about  6  or  7  feet  of  water. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danel.  B.  Ridgely, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  Outside  Blockade. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  'Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Emerson ,  IT.  S.  Ecivy,  regarding  unsuccessf  ul 
expedition  for  the  capture  of  guerrillas  at  White  Bluffi. 


U.  S.  Schooner  G.  W.  Rodgers, 

Little  Ogeechee  River ,  Georgia ,  February  J/.,  186 J. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  last  evening,  at  about  8  o’clock, 
this  vessel  was  hailed  from  the  shore  (close  by  Rosedew  batteiy)  by 
a  man  whose  name  is  Wall  (a  citizen),  who  requested  me  to  send  on 
shore  an  armed  force  to  capture  a  party  of  4  guerrillas,  whom  he  said 
were  committing  depredations  of  nearly  every  description  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  White  Bluff  (5  miles  from  here).  After  satisfying 
myself  of  the  truth  of  his  statements,  I  sent  8  men  from  this  vessel 
and  6  men  from  the  Norfolk  Packet ,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  Adelbert  Truesdale,  with  orders  to  capture  them,  if  possible,  and 
if  they  refused  to  be  taken  and  showed  any  fight,  to  shoot  them.  But 
when  our  party  arrived  at  the  scene  of  their  exploits  the  rascals  had 
left.  Therefore  our  party  returned  to  their  vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  G.  Emerson, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squardron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant-  Commander  Morris , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chenango. 

Navy  Department,  February  J,  1865. 

Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Chenango  off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  and 
report  to  Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic 
Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  U.  Morris, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chenango ,  New  York. 
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Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Bennett ,.  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  inductions 
regarding  permits  to  parties  engaged  in  cotton  traffic . 

U.  S.  Bark  Braziliera, 

St.  Andrew’s  Sound ,  Georgia ,  February  j,  1865. 

Sir:  There  are  now  certain  parties  at  Fernandina,  Fla.,  who  pro¬ 
pose  to  come  by  the  inside  passage  from  Fernandina  to  St.  Andrew’s, 
thence  to  St,  Simon’s,  and  from  there  up  Turtle  River  to  Cabbage 
Bluff,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  cotton. 

They  have  permits  signed  by  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  bring  this  cotton  out  at  any  open  port,  but  in  no  case  is 
there  to  be  a  violation  of  any  blockade  line.  They  wish 'to  take  their 
steamers  to  Cabbage  Bluff  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  their  object. 

Shall  I  permit  her  to  pass  through  this  sound  on  her  way  to  that 
place? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Bennett, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding  {per  interim). 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  removal  of 
obstructions  in  waters  adjacent  to  Savannah. 

No.  57.]  Flagship, 

At  Sea,  February  5,  1865. 

Sir:  The  Department  will  perceive  from  the  enclosed  report  (D)  of 
the  squadron  divers  that  they  are  actively  engaged  in  recovering  arti¬ 
cles  sunk  by  the  rebels  who  evacuated  Savannah. 

The  hull  of  one  torpedo  boat  has  been  taken  to  Port  Royal,  and  if 
the  machinery  can  be  gotten  it  may  be  possible  to  turn  it  to  some 
account,  but  this  must  be  a  work  of  some  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Ridgely,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  unsuccessful 
attack  and  chase  of  a  blockade  runner  off  Charleston. 

U.  S.  S.  Shenandoah, 

Off  Charleston ,  February  6,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  blockade  runner  attempted 
to  run  into  Charleston  this  morning  at  3  o’clock.  The  Wamsutta 
him  her  broadside  at  a  distance  of  50  yards  and  heard  the  shot  strike 
against  his  sides. 

The  Potomska  gave  him  twelve  guns,  and  the  commanding  officer  is 
sure  that  he  struck  him  more  than  once. 
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He  turned  around  and  ran  out  to  sea,  when  he  was  lost  in  the 
darkness. 

At  daylight  the  Wando  saw  him  offshore  and  chased  him  to  the  south¬ 
ward  and  eastward  unsuccessfully. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  B.  Ridgely, 

Captain  and.  Seoiior  Officer  Outside  Blockade. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Daiilgren ,  l .  S.  Navy,  regarding  operations 
of  his  command  in  cooperation  with  Sherman's  army. 

No.  60.]  Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal ,  S.  C. ,  February  6",  1865. 

Sir:  My  dispatches  of  the  24th  and  31st  [ultimo]  conveyed  the  most 
recent  intelligence  to  those  dates  in  relation  to  affairs  here. 

1  have  just  returned  from  visiting  North  Edisto  and  Stono,  where 
the  gunboats  have  been  busy  with  such  demonstrations  as  their  force 
admitted  of. 

The  latest  intelligence  which  1  have  of  General  Sherman’s  army  is 
to  the  2d,  stating  that  General  Blair  had  carried,  with  ease,  Rivers’ 
Bridge,  on  the  Combahee,  and  thus  secured  a  crossing,  the  headquar¬ 
ters  being  at  a  store  about  10  miles  southwest  of  the  bridge. 

The  left  wing  had  not  cut  loose  from  the  Savannah,  which  was  to 
be  crossed  at  Sister’s  Ferry,  but  its  advance  was  at  Robertsville,  some 
8  or  9  miles  farther. 

Meanwhile  General  Hatch,  of  General  Foster’s  command,  was  to 
cross  the  Combahee  at  the  ferry,  8  or  10  miles  south  of  the  railroad, 
operating  as  far  as  he  was  able. 

I  dispatched  the  Ottawa  and  Winona  (repairs  just  completed)  into 
the  St.  Helena  Sound,  to  take  the  place  of  the  Dai  Ching  in  such 
cooperation  as  their  force  was  equal  to. 

At  Georgetown  the  Mingoe  and  Nipsic  are  inside  the  harbor,  and 
find  no  new  works  on  North  or  South  islands,  as  was  reported. 

The  battery  higher  up  is,  however,  maintained  by  the  rebels,  and 
their  gunboat  is  said  to  be  ready  to  come  down  the  Pedee,  carrying- 
two  rilled  32-pounders  and  one  Whitworth. 

On  the  30th  a  body  of  our  troops  landed  at  White  Point  (North 
Edisto)  under  cover  of  the  tire  of  the  Pawnee  and  Sonoma ,  marched 
some  4  miles,  came  on  two  batteries,  but  were  not  in  sufficient  force 
to  assault  and  reimbarked,  the  chief  object  being  to  demonstrate. 

Yesterday  the  Pawnee  and  Sonoma  pushed  up  the  Wadmelaw  and 
shelled  some  light  batteries  vigorously. 

They  landed  TO  or  80  men,  who  Avent  within  400  yards,  but  were 
not  in  sufficient  force  to  venture  on  an  attack. 

Meeting  General  Foster’s  steamer  at  sea  on  his  way  up  from  Port 
Royal,  I  had  a  conference  with  him,  and  agreed  generally  on  the 
movements  which  General  Sherman  asked  to  have  executed. 

Attempts  to  violate  the  blockade  continue,  but  not  always  with  suc¬ 
cess.  On  the  night  of  the  3d  a  steamer  ran  ashore  near  Breach  Inlet 
and  was  fired  by  her  own  crew. 
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I  enclose  a  communication  from  the  officer  blockading  at  Doboy, 
which  conveys  news  by  no  means  improbable.  1  wish  much  it  were 
in  my  power  to  send  some  light-draft  steamers  to  assist  this  inclina¬ 
tion,  but  they  are  employed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Ship  Saratoga, 

Doboy  Sound ,  February  3,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Theodore  P. 
Pease,  residing  at  Thicket,  near  Darien,  stated  to  the  officer  of  the 
boat  which  1  sent  up  there  to-day  that  a  Union  meeting  was  held  near 
that  place  yesterday  and  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  Blackshear  to-day, 
when  delegates  from  different  counties  were  to  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  General  Sherman. 

Mr.  Pease  also  stated  that  the  rebel  General  Wheeler  was  at  the 
Ogeechee  with  his  force,  en  route  for  Savannah,  but  unable  to  cross 
in  consequence  of  the  bridge  having  been  carried  away  by  the  high 
water. 

These  delegates  will,  therefore,  probabty  apply  to  be  forwarded  to 
General  Sherman  by  sea. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edgar  Brodhead, 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding  Saratoga. 

Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Fleet ,  etc. 


Cipher  letter  from  Major-General  Sherman ,  17.  S.  Army ,  to  Rear- 
Admiral  Dahlgren ,  17.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  possible  change  in  plan 
of  campaign. 


Headquarters  Army  in  the  Field, 

Lowry's,  February  7 ,  1865. 

Admiral  Dahlgren:  We  are  on  the  railroad  at  Midway,  [S.  C. ], 
and  will  break  50  miles  from  Edisto  toward  Augusta  and  then  cross 
toward  Columbia.  Weather  is  bad  and  country  full  of  water.  This 
cause  may  force  me  to  turn  against  Charleston.  I  have  ordered  Foster 
to  move  Hatch  up  to  the  Edisto  about  Jacksonboro  and  Willstown; 
also  to  make  the  lodgment  about  Bull’s  Bay. 

Watch  Charleston  closely.  I  think  Jeff  Davis  will  direct  it  to  be 
abandoned,  lest  he  lose  its  garrison  as  well  as  guns. 

We  are  all  well,  and  the  enemy  retreats  before  us. 

Send  word  to  New  Berne  that  you  have  heard  from  me,  and  the 
probabilities  are  that  high  waters  may  force  me  to  the  coast  before  I 
reach  North  Carolina,  but  to  keep  Wilmington  busy. 

Yours, 


W.  T.  Sherman, 

Major-General ,  U.  S.  Army ,  Commanding. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  to  be 

relieved  from  his  present  command  in  case  of  the  assignment  of 

Major-  General  Giltmore ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  duty  at  Port  Royal. 

Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal ,  February  7,  1865. 

Sir:  1  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Department  that  Major-General  Gill- 
more  arrived  here  yesterday,  and  it  is  rumored  to  take  command  of 
the  military  forces  here. 

1  have  no  official  information  of  the  fact,  as  General  Foster  is  absent; 
but  if  it  is  so,  may  I  ask  the  Department  to  be  so  good  as  to  relieve 
me  in  the  command  of  this  squadron  ? 

I  feel  assured  that  the  Department  will  readily  conceive  the  reasons 
which  lead  me  to  this  request  and  that  its  knowledge  of  past  transac¬ 
tions  will  justify  me  with  the  Department  in  making  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding ,  etc. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Foster ,  U.  S.  Army1  to  Rear-Admiral 

Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  his  temporary  withdrawal  from 

command  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C. ,  February  8,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  a 
leave  of  absence  from  the  War  Department,  and  that  Major-General 
Q.  A.  Gillmore,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  has  arrived  here  from  the  North,  with 
instructions  to  relieve  me  temporarily  of  the  command  of  this  depart¬ 
ment,  in  consequence  of  which  I  regret  to  state  that  1  shall  not  be  able 
to  meet  you  according  to  appointment  during  the  demonstration. 

I  am  requested  by  Major-General  Gillmore  to  say  that  he  will  do 
himself  the  honor  of  making  you  an  official  visit  as  soon  after  assum¬ 
ing  command  as  he  possibly  can.  If  you.  are  not  in  this  harbor  at  the 
time,  he  will  follow  you  to  Charleston  Harbor. 

Ver}r  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  Foster, 

Major-  General,  Comm  anding . 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Endorsement.] 

Delivered  to  me  by  Ensign  Neil,  temporarily  attached  to  army  duty, 
Stono,  February  11,  1865,  10  a.  m. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-  Comma/ruler  Luce ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  pro¬ 
tection  afforded  to  troops  crossing  the  Savannah  River  at  Sister's 

Ferry. 

U.  S.  S.  Pontiac, 

Off  Savannah,  Ga. ,  February  9,  I860. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  agreeable  to  General 
Davis’s  directions,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed  (marked  “A l  dropped 
down  to  Sister’s  Ferry  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  instant  and  occupied 
a  position  to  command  the  heights  on  the  Georgia  side  with  our  guns. 
By  10  p.  m.  the  last  of  the  rear  division,  the  regiment  on  picket  duty, 
was  withdrawn  without  molestation  from  the  enemy  and  placed  on  the 
South  Carolina  side. 

Remained  in  position  until  daylight  the  following  morning  (the  8th) 
to  ascertain  if  any  stragglers  had  been  left  behind,  when,  finding  none, 
started  down  the  river,  preceded  by  two  army  transports.  Arrived 
here  at  8  p.  m.  and  called  on  General  Grover,  who,  in  the  course  of 
conversation,  stated  that  just  at  this  time  he  considered  it  necessary 
that  a  naval  vessel  should  be  in  this  river  above  the  town.  Thinking 
I  would  only  be  anticipating  your  wishes,  I  consented  to  remain,  and 
will  occupy  a  position  2  or  3  miles  above  the  town,  and  there  await 
your  further  instructions. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  General  Grover’s  letter  (marked  “B”)  received 
this  morning. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  Luce, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Admiral  John  A.  Daiilgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosures.] 

Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Sister’s  Ferry ,  February  7 ,  1866 — 12  m. 

Captain:  All  the  transports  will,  by  this  afternoon  or  evening,  be 
unloaded  and  ordered  to  return  to  Savannah.  General  Morgan,  com¬ 
manding  the  rear  division,  has  been  ordered  to  withdraw  his  pickets  on 
the  Georgia  shore  of  the  [Savannah]  river  as  soon  as  the  transports 
have  passed  the  lower  landing.  The  general  commanding  requests 
that  you  assist  and  cover  the  crossing  of  these  troops. 

The  general  commanding  takes  this  opportunity  to  express  to  you 
and  your  officers  his  thanks  for  your  efficient  cooperation  during  our 
stay  and  movements  at  this  point. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  etc., 

A.  C.  McClurg, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Lieutenant-  Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Staff . 

Captain  S.  B.  Luce, 

Comdg.  Steamer  Pontiac ,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
District  of  Savannah,  February  9,  1865. 
Sir:  Understanding  that  you  have  in  view  leaving  this  station,  I 
woidd  respectfully  request  that,  if  it  be  consistent  with  your  instruc- 
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(ions,  you  would  remain  here  until  such  time  as  3-011  can  be  relieved 
by  some  other  naval  vessel,  as  I  consider  it  quite  necessary  that  there 
should  be  at  least  one  gunboat  here  at  all  times. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  Grover, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding . 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  B.  Luce, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Pontiac. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Stillwell,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 
reports  regarding  a  reconnoissance  in  Combahee  River. 


U.  S.  S.  Ottaiva, 

Combahee  River ,  South  Carolina ,  February  9,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  3d  instant,  I  had  this  river 
dragged  on  the  7th,  and  started  up,  with  the  Winona  in  company, 
yesterday;  at  11:30  a.  m.  anchored  and  sent  two  boats  to  the  old  bat¬ 
tery  on  Field’s  Point.  At  2  p.  m.  got  underway,  firing  occasionally 
into  the  banks;  3:30  p.  m.  anchored  within  200  yards  of  the  Dai  Citing; 
sent  boats  and  found  she  had  been  burned  to  the  water’s  edge,  the 
rebels  having  been  at  work  on  her,  but  with  little  success,  judging  from 
wdiat  the}7  worked  with.  I  sent  two  boats  last  night  in  charge  of  Acting 
Master  William  H.  Winslow,  the  executive  officer  of  this  vessel,  and 
Acting  Master  E.  II.  Sheffield,  the  executive  officer  of  the  Winona , 
who  landed  a  short  distance  below  the  battery  and  went  back  4  miles, 
and  were  fortunate  to  pick  up  tvTo  Union  prisoners,  whom  I  send  to 
you  by  the  Carnation.  These  two  officers  report  that  it  would  be 
entirely  unsafe  for  such  a  vessel  as  this  to  go  any  farther  up  the  river, 
as  between  this  place  and  the  battery  the  river  is  not  much  wider  than 
the  length  of  this  vessel;  where  I  am  now  at  anchor  it  is  one  and  a 
half  times  the  ship’s  length. 

Mr.  Winslow  reports  they  saw  about  40  cavalry  last  night  and  tired 
at  them  about  twenty  minutes;  why  the  rebels  did  not  return  the  fire 
I  am  unable  to  state. 

We  can  see  the  troops  in  the  battery  this  morning,  but  I  have  no  way 
of  judging  their  number. 

I  also  sent  a  scout  from  the  Winona  last  night  down  to  Field’s  Point; 
he  reports  the  two  roads  leading  from  the  point  in  good  order,  but  did 
not  see  anyone. 

I  will  send  Mr.  Winslsow’s  report  to  me  by  the  next  mail. 

In  my  opinion,  we  have  done  all  that  can  be  accomplished  for  the 
present. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  state  that  all  the  officers  and  men  have 
performed  their  duty  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

Pilot  Chuverton  I  send  by  the  Carnation ,  ho  being  still  very  sick. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Stillwell, 

Lieutenant-  Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Ottawa, 

St.  Helena  Sound ,  February  9,  1865. 

Sir:  According  to  orders,  the  Winona's  boat,  with  Acting  Master 
Sheffield  and  myself  and  the  pilot,  in  our  first  cutter,  well  armed  and 
manned,  proceeded  past  the  wreck  of  the  Dal  Clung  up  the  Combahee. 
My  boat  being  ahead,  I  discovered  a  rebel  picket  boat,  as  I  thought, 
and  approaching  carefully  with  rifles  in  hand,  took  two  escaped  Union 
prisoners  from  a  slight  raft,  which  they  were  paddling  down.  We 
then  landed  below  Tar  Bluff,  and  leaving  a  boat  guard,  scouted  along 
the  high  bank  about  2  miles,  discovering  fresh  horse  trails  and  foot¬ 
prints,  a  high-water  battery  with  3  casemates,  a  bombproof  and  sentinel 
shield,  there  being  no  guns  mounted.  We  proceeded  back  by  a  main 
road  3  miles  to  a  negro  settlement  and  communicated  with  three  negroes. 
They  said  30  cavalry  ran  from  our  fire  upon  the  bluff  and  passed  at 
noon,  going  to  Chiselville  [Chisolm],  15  miles  back,  to  return  in  a  day 
or  two.  That  the  fort  above  was  still  armed  and  manned,  though  the 
principal  force  had  left.  We  returned  to  the  river  bank,  and  there 
being  no  road  to  the  Dai  Ghing  fort  without  going  5  miles  into  the 
interior,  we  embarked  and  pulled  cautiously  by  the  bluff.  After  get¬ 
ting  near  the  old  mill,  the  second  picket  station,  and  about  2  miles  by 
water  from  the  garrisoned  fort,  we  heard  several  calls  on  the  bank, 
and  at  the  same  time  saw  men  upon  shore  moving  in  the  shadows  in 
skirmish  line. 

We  found  the  enemy  were  alert,  and  turning  around  floated  and 
pulled  rapidly  down  the  tide,  discharging  our  rifles  as  fast  as  possible, 
driving  the  scouts  back. 

The  river  here  was  100  3Tards  wide,  with  the  place  abreast  of  the 
bluff  about  60.  As  we  passed  we  distinctly  saw  a  squad  of  about  20 
cavalry  drawn  up  under  the  trees,  and  we  fired  two  or  three  volleys  at 
them  as  they  turned  and  rode  away.  Two  of  the  rebels  were  either 
killed  or  severely  wounded,  as  they  gave  painful  yells  after  we  fired, 
and  one  other  went  off  of  his  horse  and  down,  without  a  sound.  WTe 
were  soon  below,  out  of  danger,  and  returned  aboard  at  3  o’clock  a.  m. 
A  singular  part  of  the  affair  is  that  they  did  not  fire  at  us.  We  sup¬ 
pose  we  drove  in  a  small  picket  when  we  first  landed,  which  went  for 
reinforcements  and  returned  too  late  to  cut  us  off,  and  that  they  did 
not  fire  because  they  feared  some  other  force  was  near,  or  else  hoped 
we  might  land  again,  so  they  could  get  us  at  a  disadvantage. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Winslow, 

Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  Stillwell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ottawa. 


U.  S.  S.  Winona, 

Combahee  Diver ,  South  Carolina ,  February  9 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  1 
left  this  ship  last  night  at  8  p.  m.  in  company  with  Acting  Master 
Winslow,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Ottawa ,  with  two  boats’  crews,  on  a  recon- 
noitering  expedition  up  the  Combahee  River.  We  proceeded  cau¬ 
tiously  up  the  river  about  one-half  mile,  when  we  discovered  two  men 
on  a  raft,  who  proved  to  be  escaped  Union  prisoners,  one  belonging  to 
the  Fourth  Massachusetts  and  the  other  to  the  Fourth  New  Hampshire 
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Regiment.  They  informed  me  they  had  been  taken  care  of  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  days  by  negroes  who  live  about  a  mile  from  where  wo  then 
were.  After  a  consultation  with  Mr.  Winslow,  I  determined  to  march 
out  and  see  what  information  I  could  gain  from  them.  We  landed  a 
short  distance  below  what  is  called  Tar  Bluff,  and  soon  struck  the  main 
road,  when  I  discovered  footprints  of  both  horses  and  men,  but  being 
satisfied  that  there  were  not  over  three  of  them  and  knowing  that  our 
force  was  able  to  contend  with  a  much  larger  party,  I  continued  to 
advance,  and  arrived  at  their  huts  at  12  o’clock,  the  distance  being, 
instead  of  1  not  less  than  3  miles.  They  seemed  to  be  very  friendly, 
and  informed  us  that  about  30  cavalry  had  left  there  that  day  and  gone 
back  15  miles.  I  asked  if  they  had  also  left  the  fort,  but  could  not 
get  any  satisfactory  information.  Our  pilot  not  seeming  to  know  the 
roads  to  the  fort,  I  thought  it  advisable  to  return  to  our  boats  and 
advance  up  by  water.  Being  satisfied  both  from  the  testimony  of  the 
negroes  and  from  a  careful  reconnoissance  that  there  was  no  one  to 
molest  us  at  Tar  Bluff,  we  pulled  up  slowly,  keeping  the  left  bank  of 
the  river  aboard,  and  when  within  li  miles  of  the  fort  Mr.  Winslow 
and  myself  thought  we  could  see  men  about  20  yards  from  us  on  the 
bluff  watching  us,  but  were  not  certain  until  we  saw  two  of  them  run 
behind  the  trees.  I  was  then  satisfied  we  had  been  discovered,  and 
expected  we  would  have  to  fight  our  way  back.  I  cautioned  the  men 
to  take  good  aim  and  fire  rapidly,  letting  their  shots  go  just  above  the 
bluff.  Both  boats  immediately  commenced  firing,  and  I  have  every 
reason  to  think  our  shots  took  effect,  as  we  heard  screams  such  as  men 
would  give  when  badly  wounded;  we  then  pulled  rapidly  down  the 
river.  When  abreast  of  the  last  opening  of  the  woods  I  saw  mounted 
men  drawn  up  under  the  trees,  apparently  ready  to  give  us  a  volley  to 
stop  our  progress  down  the  river,  but  our  fire  was  so  rapid  that  they 
sought  cover  among  the  trees.  This  being  the  termination  of  the  hard 
ground,  and  knowing  they  could  molest  us  no  further,  we  ceased  firing 
and  pulled  toward  the  ships,  arriving  alongside  the  Ottawa  at  3  a.  m., 
delivering  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Stillwell  the  escaped  prisoners 
we  had  in  our  possession.  I  would  state  that  they  informed  .me  that 
the  negroes  say  that  the  officers  and  boat’s  crew  of  the  Dai  Ching  were 
captured  and  not  killed,  as  was  supposed. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Id.  Sheffield, 

Acting  Master. 

W.  H.  Dana, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 


Enaaaement  with  Confederate  lotteries  on  Togodo  Creek ,  February  9 , 

1865. 


Report  of  Commander  Baled,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

North  Edisto  River ,  South  Carolina ,  February  9,  1865. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  an 
engagement  with  three  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  to-day  on  Togodo 

Creek:  .  .  ,  ,  .  .  , .  , 

At  9  a.  m.  I  dispatched  the  boats  from  this  ship  and 

the  Sonoma ,  to  drag  for  torpedoes,  and,  finding  by  signal  from  the 
n  w  r — vol  16 - 15 
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Daffodil  that  the  channel  was  clear,  I  got  underway,  followed  by  the 
Sonoma,  and  anchored  in  Togodo  Creek,  running  a  hawser  to  a  tree 
for  a  spring. 

At  9:50  we  opened  lire  on  the  rebel  troops,  followed  by  the  Sonoma; 
the  rebels  did  not  reply,  and  at  12:30  p.  m.  we  ceased  firing,  both 
vessels  by  this  time  having  taken  the  ground. 

At  2:40  p.  m.  opened  on  the  enemy,  our  fire  being  replied  to  from 
one  battery  of  six  pieces,  one  of  four,  and  one  of  two  pieces  of  artil¬ 
lery,  the  enemy  using  shot  and  shell  very  freely,  and  having  a  cross 
fire  on  the  vessels.  As  the  tide  came  in  we  were  enabled  to  spring 
this  ship  round  so  as  to  bring  our  broadside  guns  to  bear,  and  by  a  rapid 
fire  of  shell  and  shrapnel,  well  directed,  we  had  at  4  p.  m.  completely 
silenced  the  batteries,  and  not  a  rebel  was  to  be  seen.  The  Sonoma 
delivered  her  fire  in  a  very  effective  manner.  The  rebel  batteries, 
connected  by  rifle  pits,  were  at  distances  varying  from  1,000  to  2,000 
yards. 

The  Pawnee  was  struck  ten  times,  the  Sonoma  and  Daffodil  twice, 
respectively;  nobody  hurt  on  either  vessel.  A  shot  struck  on  the 
deck  of  the  Pawnee ,  passing  through  an  arms  chest,  setting  it  on  fire, 
and  going  out  through  the  ship’s  side. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  S.  Fillebrown, 
commanding  the  Sonoma ,  for  the  efficient  aid  rendered  by  him,  his 
officers,.  and  crew.  You  would  have  been  pleased  to  have  witnessed 
their  firing,  and  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  bring  to  vour  notice 
the  admirable  behavior  of  all  under  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Fillebrown. 

The  Daffodil ,  Acting  Master  W.  FI.  Mallard,  rendered  valuable 
services,  and  used  her  guns  in  a  spirited  manner  till  ordered  by  me  to 
drop  downstream,  fearing  she  might  lie  disabled. 

The  bearing  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Pawnee  merits  my  warm¬ 
est  commendation;  for  their  admirable  gunnery,  coolness,  and  strict 
attention  to  orders,  I  desire  to  bear  my  testimony  to  the  commander  in 
chief. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  very  efficient  services 
rendered  by  Lieutenant  William  Whitehead,  the  executive  officer.  He 
is  an  officer  of  great  merit,  cool  and  brave,  and  of  excellent  judgment. 
Acting  Masters  J .  C.  Champion  and  Thomas  Moore,  Ensign  Henry 
Glass,  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Charles  H.  Poor,  jr. ,  commanding 
the  gun  divisions,  served  their  guns  in  the  most  efficient  manner,  and 
their  splendid  gunnery  elicited  my  warmest  commendation. 

Acting  Master  Edmund  A.  Magone,  commanding  powder  division, 
.assisted  by  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Thomas  L.  Fisher,  performed  their 
duties  in  the  most  efficient  manner.  No  complaints  were  made  as  to 
the  supply  of  ammunition  for  the  battery,  and  1  desire  to  testify  my 
thanks  for  their  services,  and  also  to  Gunner  James  Hayes,  who  has 
always  performed  his  duties  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

Boatswain  James  Brown  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  sprineinff 
the  ship  whilst  under  a  hot  fire. 

My  clerk,  Mr.  George  V.  Balck,  rendered  good  service  by  taking- 
notes^  of  the  action,  and  by  pointing  out  the  position  of  a"  battery 
which  had  a  cross  fire  on  us.  J 

I  enclose  detailed  reports  from  Lieutenant- Commander  Fillebrown 
and  Acting  Master  Mallard,  as  also  reports  of  damages  to  this  vessel 
and  expenditure  of  ammunition. 
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At  5:20  p.  in.,  this  ship  and  the  Sonoma  being  afloat,  we  got  under¬ 
way  and  stood  down  the  creek,  but,  owing  to  the  extreme  narrowness 
of  it  we  grounded,  were  towed  off  by  the  Daffodil ,  and  at  7:30  p.  m. 
anchored  off  White  Point,  our  usual  station. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 

North  Edisto  River ,  South  Carolina,  February  9,  1865. 
Sir:  There  was  expended  in  the  action  of  to-day  with  the  enemy’s 
batteiy  the  following  in  the  gunner’s  department,  viz: 


IX-inch  shell, '5-second  and  10-second . 

IX-inch  shrapnel,  5-second  Bormann  fuze. 
100-pounder  Schenkle  shells,  percussion  . . 

100-pounder  Parrott  shells . 

100-pounder  Parrott  shrapnel . 

12-pounder  rifle  howitzer  shell,  [percussion 

Cannon  powder  (IX-inch) . 

Rifle  powder  (100-pounder) . 

Rifle  powder  (12-pounder  howitzer). . 

Cannon  primers . . . 

IX-inch  breechings . 

Cartridge  boxes  and  belts . 

Bayonets . . . 

Roimds  of  buck  cartridges . 


. .  189 

. .  124 

44 

.  9 

.  2 

.........  14 

pounds..  3,130 

...do _  550 

...do -  14 

.  500 

-  3 

.  10 

.  10 

.  400 


One  thousand  percussion  caps  were  destroyed  by  a  shot  passing- 
through  the  arms  chest. 

Very  respectfully, 

James  Hayes, 

Gunner. 

Commander  Geo.  B.  Balch,  U.  S.  Navy. 


U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

North.  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina ,  February  10,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  damages  to  the  rig¬ 
ging  of  this  vessel  sustained  during  the  action  of  Togodo  Creek,  Feb¬ 
ruary  9,  1865,  viz: 

Port  mizzen  topmast  backstay  shot  away. 

Starboard  mizzen  topmast  shroud  shot  away. 

Spanker  and  brails  cut  away  by  a  shot. 

Port  spanker  boom  topping  lift  stranded  by  a  shot. 

Port  ridgerope  stranded  by  a  shot. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Jas.  Brown, 

Boatswain,  U.  S.  Na/vy. 

Commander  Geo.  B.  Balch, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  North  Edisto  River,  S.  G. 
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U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

North  Edisto  River ,  February  10 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  injuries 
experienced  by  this  vessel  in  action  with  the  rebel  batteries  on  Togodo 
Creek  during  the  afternoon  of  the  9th  instant. 

On  the  port  bow,  10  feet  abaft  and  below  the  bill  port,  the  outside 
planking  was  pierced  and  torn  away  for  a  space  of  18  inches  by  the 
explosion  of  a  shell;  immediately  below  this,  and  on  the  water  line,  is 
the  mark  of  a  glancing  shot.  In  the  port  waist,  near  the  gangway,  a 
12-pound  shell  struck  and  exploded  in  one  of  the  spar-deck  scuppers. 

Five  feet  forward  of  the  port  mizzen  rigging,  and  3  feet  above  the 
water  line,  is  the  mark  of  a  glancing  shot.  On  the  starboard  side  near 
the  mizzen  topmast  backstay,  and  just  above  the  spar  deck,  the  side 
was  pierced  by  a  rifle  bolt  from  the  inside,  out. 

The  smoke  pipe  was  struck  by  a  shell,  which  exploded  inside,  the 
fragments  tearing  the  iron  considerably  on  their  exit. 

The  port  mizzen  topmast  backstay  was  cut  by  one  shot,  and  the 
starboard  mizzen  topmast  shroud  by  another. 

The  ridgerope  was  cut  by  a  shot  immediately  over  the  100-pounder 
rifle. 

The  spanker  was  cut  by  a  shot  and,  being  furled,  was  badly  damaged. 

In  all  we  were  struck  ten  times — in  the  hull  five  times;  in  the  smoke 
pipe  once;  in  the  rigging  three  times;  in  the  sails  once. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Whitehead, 
Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  Geo.  B.  Balch,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Mallard,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Daffodil. 

U.  S.  S.  Daffodil, 

North  Edisto  River ,  S.  G. ,  February  10 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  attack  of  yesterday  upon  the  batteries  on 
the  Togodo  River. 

In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  proceeded  up  the  river  with  two 
launches,  one  from  the  Pawnee  and  one  from  the  Sonoma ,  to  drag  for 
torpedoes.  At  10  a.  m.,  finding  the  river  clear,  I  made  signal  to  that 
effect  and  opened  fire  with  my  rifled  20-pounders  on  the  batteries  up 
the  river,  but  as  they  fell  short  I  ceased  firing.  In  the  meantime  the 
Pawnee  and  Sonoma  came  up  and  commenced  firing  on  the  batteries. 
They  then  ceased  firing,  and,  the  vessels  having  grounded,  we  lav 
waiting  for  flood  tide.  *  *  ’  * 

At  2:40  p.  m.  the  Pawnee  opened  with  her  100-pounder  rifle  on 
some  troops  in  the  upper  battery,  and  immediately  the  action  became 
general.  At  3  p.  m.  received  orders  from  Captain  Balch  to  drop  out 
of  range,  and  in  doing  so  received  a  rifle  shot  in  our  port  bow,  crush¬ 
ing  m  the  deck,  but,  striking  and  parting  the  chain  cable,  it  ricochetted 
oyer  out  starboard  bow.  Another  shot  struck  our  smokestack,  but 
did  no  damage.  At  about  4  p.  m.  silenced  the  enemy’s  batteries.  At 
5  p. .m.  firing  ceased,  the  tide  having  risen  sufficient  for  the  vessels  to 
withdraw.  Ihe  Pawnee,  in  endeavoring  to  turn  around,  grounded;  we 
then  backed  down  to  her,  took  her  hawser,  and  towed  her  off. 
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I  expended  in  ammunition  the  following,  viz:  20-pounder  Parrott 
shell,  20;  20-pounder  Dahlgren  shell,  10. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  II.  Mallard, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Commander  G.  B.  Balch, 

Commanding  If.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Fillebrown,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Sonoma. 

U.  S.  S.  Sonoma, 

Off  King's  Creek ,  South  Carolina ,  February  9 ,  1865. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Sonoma  in  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  batteries  on 
the  Togodo  to-dav: 

We  got  underway  at  9:40  a.  m.  and  steamed  up  the  Togodo  and 
anchored  near  the  house  of  Colonel  James  King.  On  anchoring, 
opened  a  slow  fire  in  the  direction  of  the  batteries,  only  one  of  which 
was  visible  from  this  vessel,  without  eliciting  any  reply.  At  12 
o’clock  we  ceased  firing  in  obedience  to  your  order.  At  2:45  the 
enemy  opened  a  brisk  tire  from  the  battery  ahead  of  the  Pawnee ,  and 
immediately  from  the  other  batteries,  also  from  field  artillery  in  the 
woods  on  our  port  beam  and  bow.  We  returned  the  fire  immediately 
and  drove  the  artillery  from  their  position  and  the  rebels  to  their  bomb- 
proofs,  completely  silencing  them.  Only  two  shot  struck  this  vessel, 
one  of  which  cut  awaj^  the  ventilator  to  the  fire  room  and  dropped  on 
deck.  This  was  a  cylindro-conoidal  shot,  inches  in  diameter;  the 
other  shot  struck  and  broke  two  of  the  coal-scuttle  plates  and  passed 
through  a  port.  At  6  ceased  firing  and  got  underway,  the  tide  having 
raised  sufficiently  to  float  the  vessel,  and  returned  to  our  anchorage  at 
the  mouth  of  King’s  Creek. 

I  may  as  well  mention  that  the  Sonoma  was  on  the  bottom  during 
the  whole  action.  I  also  submit  my  opinion  that  to  capture  these  bat¬ 
teries  requires  the  assistance  of  troops. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  testify  to  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew 
of  this  vessel.  They  all  performed  their  duty  in  a  manner  highly 
creditable  to  themselves  and  to  the  honor  of  the  flag. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  damages  and  amount  of  ammunition 
expended. 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Trios.  Scott  Fillebrown, 

Lieutenant-  Com mander. 

Commander  Geo.  B.  Balcii, 

Senior  Officer  off  White  Point ,  North  Edisto  River. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Sonoma, 

North  Edisto ,  February  10,  1865. 

Sir:  There  was  expended  yesterday  at  the  rebel  batteries  the  fol¬ 
lowing  amount  of  ammunition  and  projectiles: 

XI-inch  shell . 

Xl-inch  shrapnel,  5  and  10  second . 

XI-inch  stands  grape . 


54 

10 

8 
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IX-inch  shell,  5,  10,  and  15  second _ _ _ _ _  89 

IX-inch  shrapnel,  5  and  10  second . . . . . .  . . .  17 

IX-inch  stands  grape . . . . . . . . . .  55 

100-pounder  Parrott  Schenkle  shell . . . . .  _ .  23 

Cannon  primers . . . . . . . _ .  300 


Respectfully, 


James 


Lieutenant-Commander  T.  Scott  Fillebrown. 


M.  Hogg, 

Gunner. 


Naval  operations  in  Stono  and  Nolly  rivers ,  February  9-llp ,  1865. 

Report  of  Captain  Scott,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  request  for  cooperation  of  two  monitors 

in  Stono  River. 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams, 

Off  Morris  Island ,  South  Carolina ,  February  8 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  communications  just  received. 

1  have  replied,  saying-  neither  the  weather  nor  tide  would  admit  of 
their  going-  this  evening,  and  if  it  did,  I  was  not  authorized  to  move 
the  monitors  from  this  anchorage  without  your  orders. 

A  tug  has  been  sent,  as  desired. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Of.  H.  Scott, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Corndg.  South  Atlantic  Blkdg.  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade ,  Morris  Island ,  February  8,  1865. 

Captain:  I  am  requested  by  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Hartwell 
(through  his  aid),  now  commanding  U.  S.  forces,  Folly  Island,  South 
Caiolina,  to  ask  you,  if  possible,  to  send  two  monitors  to  Stono  with¬ 
out  delay,  foi  cooperation  with  the  land  forces.  General  Schim- 
melfennig  is  on  his  way  to  Stono  at  present,  and  can  not  be  referred 
to  in  the  matter,,  but  I  feel  fully  justified  in  asking  you  in  his  name 
to  accede  if  possible  to  this  request.  I  have  the  honor  to  forward 
copy  of  the  dispatch  just  received  for  your  information.  If  possible, 
please  send  one  of  your  tugs  to  Stono' without  delay,  to  facilitate  the 
transportation  of  light  artillery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  W.  Dickinson, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Captain  G.  FI.  Scott, 

Commanding  Fleet  off  Charleston. 


[Telegram.] 


Stono,  February  8,  1865— 1:50  p.  rn 
J request  _Captaii  Scott,  commanding  fleet,  to  send  two  moni- 
tois  to  stono  this  afternoon,  as  soon  as  possible.  After  consulting 
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with  Captain  Johnson,  commanding  fleet  at  Stono,  it  is  deemed  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  two  monitors  should  be  sent  to  cooperate  with 
us.  The  general  is  very  desirous  that  they  should  be  sent.  Send  word 
to  Captain  Scott  the  quickest  way  possible.  Reply  as  to  your  actions. 

J.  M.  Walton, 
Gajptain  and  Aid-de-  Camp. 

Captain  Dickinson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Semmes,  U.  S.  Navy, 

commanding  U.  S.  S.  Lehigh. 

Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal ,  February  9 ,  1865. 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  proceed  to  Stono  at  the  earliest 
moment  that  the  weather  and  tide  permit,  and  take  position  there  to 
cooperate  with  the  army. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-  Admiral. 

Captain  Semmes, 

Commanding  Lehigh. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Semmes,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  naval  cooperation  in  the 

Stono  and  Folly  rivers. 

U.  S.  S.  Lehigh, 

Stono  Inlet ,  February  11 ,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  9th  instant,  I  left  Charleston 
Roads  with  this  vessel  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  and  arrived  here 
at  9  a.  m.  the  10th.  Immediately  upon  my  arrival  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  A.  W.  Johnson  informed  me  of  the  disposition  of  the  naval 
force  here,  which,  being  the  best  that  could  be  made,  I  did  not  meddle 
with.  It  was  as  follows:  The  McDonough,  Lieutenant-Commander 
A.  F.  Crosman,  and  the  Dan  Smith ,  bomb  vessel,  Acting  Master 
Van  Voorhis,  with  the  Geranium  as  tender,  were  up  Folly  River;  the 
Wissahickon ,  Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson,  and  the  C.  P.  Williams , 
Acting  Master  Parker,  up  the  Stono.  The  two  former  covered  the 
right  and  front  of  our  troops,  the  two  latter  the  left.  W  ith  this 
vessel  I  took  position  a  little  farther  up  this  river  thaii  the  other 
vessels. 

When  1  arrived  the  vessels  were  keeping  up  a  fire  suitable  to  the 
object  in  view. 

In  the  afternoon  I  directed  some  shells  to  be  thrown  to  the  left  of 
our  troops,  and  some  also  on  John’s  Island,  to  feel  the  batteries. 
There  was  no  reply. 

Two  army  officers,  aids  to  the  commanding  officer  in  the  held,  came 
off  during  the  day  to  make  arrangements  and  establish  signals  relative 
to  our  fire. 

A  fire  of  one  shell  every  fifteen  minutes  was  kept  up  by  the  vessels 
in  the  Stono  from  8  p.  m.  the  10th  to  6  this  morning,  to  the  left  of 
our  line. 
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This  forenoon  small  squads  of  rebels  showing  themselves  on  the  way 
from  Battery  Pringle  toward  our  forces,  I  hastened  their  movements 
by  one  or  two  well-directed  shells. 

Learning  about  4  p.  m.  that  the  army  had  withdrawn,  and  feeling 
there  was  no  necessity  for  remaining  above  the  junction  of  the  Stono 
and  the  Kiawah,  I  ordered  the  other  vessels  below  and  took  the  lead 
myself. 

Wo  expended  the  following  ammunition  on  board  this  vessel:  150- 
pounder  Schenkle  percussion  shells,  11;  12-pounder  Schenkle  percus¬ 
sion  shells,  13;  12-pounder  Hotchkiss  percussion  shells,  33. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Crosman  remained  up  the  Folly  River  until 
notified  there  was  no  further  necessity,  and  then  resumed  his  former 
station  at  the  junction  of  the  Kiawah  and  Stono. 

I  judge,  from  the  direction  of  the  fire  and  from  its  rapidity,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  Folly  River,  that  the  naval  cooperation  was  satisfactory. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Semmes, 

Lieutenant-  Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  C.  P.  Williams, 
regarding  naval  cooperation  in  Stono  River. 

U.  S.  Schooner  C.  P.  Williams, 

Stono  Inlet ,  February  12,  1865. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  received  from 
Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Johnson,  of  the  Wissahickon,  Feb¬ 
ruary  9,  I  got  this  vessel  ready  to  go  into  action.  Came  up  with  fore 
rigging,  unbent  foresail;  saw  everything  clear  for  using  the  mortar. 

At  9:30  p.  m.  U.  S.  tug  Azalea  came  alongside.  At  3  o’clock  a.  in. 
on  the  morning,  of  the  10th,  hove  up  anchor  and  proceeded  up  Stono 
Rivei  in  tow  of  the  tug  Azalea.  At  4:20  came  to  anchor  just  below 
the  obstructions.  At  8:30  a.  m.  the  tug  moved  us  farther  up  the  river; 
came  to  anchor  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  above  the  obstructions. 

At  9  a.  m.  opened  fire  with  the  mortar  on  a  clump  of  woods  and 
some  houses  near  the  woods,  as  directed  by  Captain  Johnson;  kept  up 
fire  with  the  mortar  at  intervals  of  ten  minutes  till  4  o’clock  p.  m.  at 
which  time  ceased  firing  with  mortar.  At  8  p.  m.  opened  fire  with  the 
-jO-pounder  rifle,  as  directed  by  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  A.  Semmes, 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Lehigh ,  firing  every  fifteen  minutes.  Atl2p.  m.  broke 
the  screws  to  the  lock  plate  of  the  rifle.  Opened  fire  with  the 
32-pounder  broadside  gun  m  place  of  20-pounder  rifle.  At  6  a.  m 
4  ebruary  11  ceased  firing. 

At  4A5  P;  Pp  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Captain  Semmes,  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Lehigh ,  was  taken  in  tow  by  the  U.  S.  tug  Clover  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  down  the  river  to  our  former  anchorage. 

Enclosed  please  find  list  of  ammunition  expended  on  the  10th  and 
11th  on  board  of  this  vessel. 

Veiy  lespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  W.  Parker, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren,  AcUn9  Mastw'  Gmm<™aing . 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wissahickon, 
regarding  naval  cooperation  in  the  Stono  and  Folly  rivers. 

U.  S.  S.  Wissahickon, 

Stono  River ,  South  Carolina ,  February  12,  1865. 

Admiral:  On  the  10th  instant,  at  early  daylight,  and  after  a  personal 
interview  with  Brigadier-General  A.  Schimmelfennig,  commanding  this 
district,  as  to  his  proposed  demonstrations  against  the  defenses  of  the 
enemy  on  James  Island,  I  ordered  the  U.  S.  S.  McDonough ,  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Commander  A.  F.  Crosman,  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Geranium  as  a 
tender,  up  the  Folty  River  beyond  the  position  now  occupied  by  the 
mortar  schooner  Dan  Smith,  to  support  the  landing  of  the  right  wing 
of  the  infantry,  and  proceeded  up  the  Stono  River  in  this  vessel, 
accompanied  by  the  mortar  schooner  C.  P.  Williams ,  in  tow  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Azalea,  to  an  anchorage  commanding  the  enemy’s  rifle  pits,  and 
cleared  the  way  with  shell  for  the  advance  of  the  left  wing  of  the  land 
forces.  During  the  forenoon  of  the  same  day  the  U.  S.  S„  Lehigh , 
Lieutenant-Commander  Semmes,  arrived  in  the  stream,  and  her  com¬ 
mander  being  the  senior  officer,  I  informed  him  of  all  that  had  been 
done,  and  transferred  the  direction  of  future  operations  to  him. 

Enclosed  is  the  amount  of  ammunition  expended  from  this  vessel 
while  on  this  service. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  Johnson, 

Lieutenant-  Common  der. 

Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  fleet. 


Detailed  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Crosman,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Commodore  McDonough,  regarding  cooperation  with  the  army  in  the  Folly  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Commodore  McDonough, 

Stono  Lnlet ,  South  Carolina,  February  13,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations 
on  Folly  River  on  the  10th  instant: 

Upon  the  9th  instant  1  went  on  board  the  Wissahickon  by  order  of 
Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Johnson,  senior  officer  present,  where 
I  met  Colonel  Hartwell,  commanding  United  States  forces  on  Folly 
Island,  and  there  received  instructions  in  regard  to  an  expedition  or 
reconnoissance  in  force  to  be  made  the  next  day  on  James  Island. 

Captain  Johnson  assigned  to  my  command  the  mortar  schooner  Dan 
Smith,  the  tug  Geranium,  and  the  army  transport  Augusta  (tin  clad), 
which  last  vessel  would  report  to  me  after  landing  troops  at  the  right 
battery  on  Cole’s  Island,  and  I  was  directed  to  place  my  vessels  in  such 
a  position  as  in  my  opinion  would  best  effect  the  purpose  desired. 

At  this  time  my  boiler  had  just  been  repaired,  and  at  the  moment 
of  leaving  my  vessel  1  expected  steam  in  a  short  time,  and  had  left 
orders  to  my  executive  officer  to  bring  the  McDonough  down  to  an 
anchorage  near  the  Wissahickon  as  soon  as  possible. 

By  Captain  Johnson’s  permission,  I  took  the  Geranium  up  the  river 
beyond  Cole’s  Island,  at  the  place  selected  for  the  landing  of  troops, 
and  carefully  sounded  out  the  channel,  selecting  positions  for  the 
different  vessels. 
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While  up  at  the  front  I  directed  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Dan 
Smith  (anchored  there)  to  take  position  in  a  bight  of  the  river  pointed 
out,  before  daybreak,  and  to  open  lire  with  his  battery  at  certain 
designated  points,  by  daybreak,  as  the  army  were  to  move  across  at 
daylight,  having  his  broadside  sprung  for  that  purpose. 

As  the  Geranium  was  needed  by  the  army  to  transport  horses  dur¬ 
ing  the  night,  I  directed  her  commanding  officer  to  report  to  the  Dan 
Smith  as  soon  as  that  duty  should  be  finished,  whose  captain  would 
indicate  to  him  the  place  I  wished  him  to  take. 

I  communicated  with  Colonel  Hartwell  on  Folly  Island,  comparing 
my  watch  with  his,  regulating  my  ship’s  time  with  that  of  the  army, 
and,  as  he  was  in  command  of  the  bridge,  ascertaining  from  him  the 
nature,  time,  and  exact  place  of  the  proposed  operations. 

Upon  returning  to  my  ship  I  found  another  leak  had  sprung  out  in 
the  boiler,  which,  through  the  assistance  of  a  machinist  kindly  sent  me 
by  Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson,  was  stopped  by  9:30  o'clock  p.  m. 

At  10  o’clock  the  chief  engineer  reported  to  me  another  leak,  in  a 
place  in  such  a  position  that  the  shell  of  the  boiler  would  have  to  be 
cut  through  to  get  to  it. 

This  dashed  my  hopes  of  having  steam  on  my  vessel  by  the  next 
morning. 

1  gave  orders  to  bring  the  Geranium  alongside  as  soon  as  possible, 
when  the  captain  of  that  vessel  came  on  board  himself  to  inform  me 
that  an  army  pilot  had  put  him  hard  and  fast  on  shore,  at  top  high 
water,  so  that  he  would  be  unable  to  get  off  before  7  o’clock  the  next 
morning. 

Directing  him  to  take  all  proper  steps  for  floating  his  vessel,  and 
when  possible  to  join  me  at  the  right  battery,  1  sent  an  officer  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson,  requesting  the  loan  of  the  tug 
Azalea  by  4  o’clock,  stating  my  position  and  that  of  the  Geranium. 

J  also  communicated  with  Colonel  Hartwell,  who  came  off  in  the 
Augusta  at  2  a.  m. 

The  Azalea  had  to  tow  the  mortar  schooner  G.  P.  Williams  up  the 
Stono  River,  and  therefore  could  not  come  at  once. 

There  was  no  pilot  on  board  the  Augusta ,  and  I  sent  my  executive 
officer  on  board,  directing  him  to  take  the  McDonough  in  tow  and 
proceed  up  the  river.  Hardly  had  we  got  fairly  underway,  when  he 
hailed  me  to  say  the  Augusta  would  not  steer,  and  as  a  shoal  was  under 
my  lea,  I  let  go  my  anchor,  when  to  my  great  joy  the  tug  Azalea  was 
discovered  steaming  down  toward  us. 

Directing  Acting  Master  Knapp  to  follow  in  my  wake  in  the  tin- 
clad  Augusta ,  I  went  aboard  the  tug,  took  the  McDonough  in  tow, 
and  piloted  both  vessels  up  the  river. 

The  Geranium ,  getting  off  about  this  time,  took  her  position  astern 
of  all. 

We  arrived  at  the  point  of  disembarkation  at  daylight;  slowed  down 
to  load  with  coal.  Hartwell  and  his  staff  took  our  positions  and 
opened  fire  with  our  batteries. 

The  Azalea  1  directed  to  return  to  Captain  Johnson  up  the  Stono. 

My  executive  officer,  Acting  Master  Knapp,  placed  the  Augusta  in 
the  best  position  for  landing  her  troops,  and  then  put  her  near  the 
bridge,  where  her  sharpshooters  would  be  serviceable,  after  which  he 
joined  me  on  board  the  McDonough. 

The  vessels  had  their  broadsides  sprung  so  as  to  protect  the  whole 
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front  of  our  troops,  while  the  latter  advanced  and  formed  line  of 
battle  in  the  old  rifle  pits  occupied  by  our  forces  in  July,  1S64,  pre¬ 
venting  the  enemy  from  molesting  them,  also  while  laying  the  bridge, 
and  a  vigorous  tire  was  kept  up  throughout  the  day. 

The  Geranium  was  sent  down  by  me  at  about  noon  for  a  new  supply 
of  ammunition,  and  appended  I  send  the  list  of  that  used  up  and 
received. 

The  Wissahickon  and  C.  P.  Williams,  and  subsequent^  the  monitor 
Lehigh,  kept  up  a  tire  from  the  Stono.  River,  which  crossed  our  own, 
making  it  uncomfortable  for  the  enenty  in  their  lines. 

In  the  afternoon  a  very  handsome  advance  was  made  by  our  troops, 
who  received  the  enemy’s  tire  and  went  in  with  the  bayonet,  captur¬ 
ing  the  first  line  of  intrenchments  and  some  20  prisoners. 

At  about  10  o’clock  p.  m.  Colonel  Hartwell  sent  Adjutant  Dewhurst 
on  board  to  thank  me  for  the  services  of  the  vessels  in  Folly  River, 
expressing  at  the  same  time  his  appreciation  of  those  in  Stono,  and 
to  inform  me  of  the  withdrawal  of  our  forces  from  James  Island. 

I  therefore  kept  a  2’4-pounder  howitzer,  tiring  shell  once  an  hour 
during  the  night,  the  Geranium  and  Dan  Smith  firing  also  occasion¬ 
ally,  that  no  attempt  might  be  made  to  annoy  our  men  at  work  remov¬ 
ing  the  bridge  between  Cole’s  and  James  islands. 

At  about  9:30  a.  m.  of  the  11th,  our  troops  being  all  withdrawn,  I 
directed  the  Geranium  to  follow  in  my  wake,  the  Dan  Smith  to  retake 
her  old  position  in  a  line  with  the  front  of  the  right  battery  of  Cole’s 
Island,  got  underway,  proceeded  down  Folly  River,  and  reported  in 
person  to  you  on  board  the  Harvest  Moon. 

Acting  Master  Avery,  commanding  the  Philadelphia ,  and  Acting 
Ensign  George  Edwards,  also  of  that  vessel,  volunteered  to  accom¬ 
pany  me,  and  were  of  great  assistance  throughout  the  day. 

I  also  recommend  my  executive  officer,  William  Knapp,  acting 
master,  to  whose  good  judgment  is  due  the  timely  arrival  of  the 
transport  Augusta ,  as  he  was  the  only  pilot  who  could  be  spared. 

Accompanying  is  a  list  of  ammunition  received  and  expended. 

I  dare  not  carry  more  than  10  pounds  of  steam  upon  this  vessel’s 
boiler,  after  such  a  chapter  of  accidents. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  Crosman, 

Lieutena/nt- Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Daiilgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  C.  P.  Williams, 
regarding  operations  of  that  vessel  in  Stono  River, 

U.  S.  Schooner  C.  P.  Williams, 

Stono  River ,  February  15,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders,  received  from  Lieutenant-Commander 
A.  A.  Semmes,  U.  S.  S.  Lehigh,  senior  officer  present,  on  the  after¬ 
noon  of  the  13th  came  up  with  fore  rigging  of  this  vessel  and  got  ready 
to  use  Xlll-inch  mortar.  . 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th,  at  4:45  a.  m.,  the  Ik  S.  S.  Wissahickon, 
Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Johnson,  came  alongside  and  towed 
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this  vessel  up  the  Stono  River.  At  8:20  a.  m.  carae  to  anchor  about 
one-fourth  of  a  mile  above  obstructions.  At  8:35  opened  fire  with  the 
mortar,  as  directed  by  Captain  Semmes,  tiring  at  intervals  of  eight  to 
ten  minutes  until  4:40  p.  m. ,  when  I  ceased  bring  by  orders  of  Captain 
Semmes. 

At  5:20  a.  m.  of  the  13th,  U.  S.  S.  Wissahickon ,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  A.  W.  Johnson,  came  alongside  and  towed  us  down  the 
river  to  our  former  anchorage. 

Enclosed  please  find  list  of  ammunition  expended  on  board  this  vessel 
on  the  14th. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gr.  W.  Parker, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Wissahickon, 
regarding  operations  of  that  vessel  in  Stono  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Wissahickon, 

Stono  River ,  South  Carolina ,  February  15 ,  1865. 

Admiral:  On  the  14th  instant,  by  direction  of  the  senior  officer 
present,  Lieutenant-Commander  Semmes,  I  got  underway  in  this 
vessel  at  daylight,  and  with  the  mortar  schooner  C.  P.  Williams  in 
tow,  steamed  up  the  Stono  River  to  the  position  assigned  her,  and 
after  taking  our  own,  commenced  shelling  the  rifle  pits  of  the  enemy, 
agreeably  to  instructions. 

The  report  of  expenditure  of  ammunition  on  that  service  is  herewith 
enclosed. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  Johnson, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Fleet. 


Report  of* Lieutenant-Commander  Semmes,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  combined  demonstration 
against  Confederate  works  on  James  Island. 

U.  S.  S.  Lehigh, 

Stono  Inlet ,  South  Carolina ,  February  16,  1865. 

Sir:  At  daylight,  the  14th  instant,  the  vessels  in  this  inlet  moved  to 
the  stations  assigned  them  for  cooperation  with  the  army  in  another 
demonstration  against  the  rebel  works  on  James  Island,  the  Lehigh , 
Wissahickon ,  and  C.  P.  Williams  up  the  Stono,  covering  the  left  of 
our  troops,  and  the  McDonough  and  Dan  Smith  up  the  Folly  River 
covering  the  front  and  right. 

From  8  a.  m.  to  6  p.  m. ,  the  14th,  one  shell  was  fired  every  five 
minutes  by  the  vessels  in  the  Stono,  whilst  a  suitable  fire  was  kept  up 
by  thosg  in  the  Folly  River. 

These  positions  were  maintained  until  the  following  morning,  when 
the  vessels  resumed  their  former  blockading*  stations. 
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The  following  ammunition  was  expended  on  board  this  vessel: 
12-pounder  Hotchkiss  shells,  percussion,  38;  Schenkle  shells,  per¬ 
cussion,  3. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Semmes, 

Lieutenant-  Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 

Rear-Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U  S.  Navy ,  regarding  certain  vessels. 

No.  67.]  Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 

At  Sea ,  February  1 2,  1865. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Department  that 
the  Li.  S.  S.  Merrimac  has  touched  at  Charleston,  bound  for  the  East 
Gulf  Squadron;  also  that  the  Cambridge  has  arrived  at  Port  Royal, 
and  will  be  assigned  to  duty  in  this  squadron,  and  in  conformity  with 
the  Department’s  order  contained  in  its  communication  to  me  of 
October  18, 1861,  that  the  James  Adger  will  be  dispatched  to  the  North 
Atlantic  Squadron,  with  orders  to  report  to  the  flag-officer  command¬ 
ing,  as  soon  as  the  repairs  necessary  to  the  efficiency  of  that  vessel 
shall  have  been  completed.  Her  cylinder  rings  have  been  so  much 
worn  and  broken  that  Fleet  Engineer  Danby  has  found  it  necessary  to 
require  for  a  new  set  from  the  North,  not  being  able  to  supply  them 
here. 

Commander  Patterson’s  orders  will  be  duplicated  when  the  Adger  is 
ready  for  sea. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Expedition  to  Bull’s  Bay ,  South  Carolina ,  in  cooperation  with  the 
army  in  creating  a  diversion  at  Charleston ,  February  12-17 ,  1865. 

Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Stillwell,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Ottawa. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  February  10,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Ottawa  under  your  command  to 
Bull’s  Bay  with  all  dispatch  and  report  to  the  senior  officer  present  for 
cooperation  with  the  army. 

Endeavor  to  be  there  in  the  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron . 

Lieutenant -Commander  James  Stillwell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ottawa. 
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Memorandum  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Ridgeley,  U.  S.  Navy, 
transmitting  instructions  for  vessels  from  the  outside  blockade. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Off  Charleston ,  February  11,  1865. 

Assemble  all  the  vessels  on  the  outside  blockade,  and  communicate 
to  them  their  orders  for  the  expedition  to  Bull’s  Bay,  as  indicated  in 
the  enclosed  memorandum. 

[Enclosure.] 

Memorandum  for  Bull’s  Bay. 

February  11,  1865. 

1.  The  vessels  of  heavy  draft,  such  as  Shenandoah ,  Canandaigua , 
Juniata ,  Georgia,  etc.,  will  lay  close  off  the  entrance  of  the  channel. 

2.  The  light-draft  vessels,  such  as  Pawnee,  Sonoma ,  Ottawa,  Winona , 
Potomska ,  etc.,  will  enter,  the  lightest  draft  leading,  and  will  take  the 
best  positions  for  shelling  the  shores  when  the  troops  land  and  wher¬ 
ever  rebel  troops  can  be  seen. 

3.  All  boats  will  be  prepared  to  go  alongside  the  transports  as  soon 
as  they  are  near  the  anchorage,  and  take  in  the  troops  with  the  utmost 
expedition. 

4.  Four  launches  will  pull  as  close  as  possible  to  the  appointed  land¬ 
ing  and  be  prepared  to  clear  the  banks  where  it  may  be  needed. 

5.  Three  light  howitzers  will  be  manned  by  seamen  from  Morris 
Island  naval  battery  and  will  land  with  the  troops. 

6.  Captain  Ridgely  will  command  division  outside.  Captain  Balch 
will  command  inside  division.  Captain  Stanly  will  command  division 
of  boats  for  disembarkation. 

T.  All  the  vessels  detailed  for  the  duty  will  be  underway  in  their 
respective  divisions  as  soon  as  it  is  dark  enough  not  to  be  noticed  by 
the  rebels  ashore,  and  will  proceed  to  Bull’s  Bay. 

8.  All  lights  must  be  extinguished  and  no  signals  made,  particularly 
as  the  rebels  understand  our  signals. 

9.  It  will  be  best  to  get  a  short  offing  before  steering  up  along  the 
coast,  so  as  to  give  no  notice  of  movement  ashore. 

10.  The  boats  should  have  as  few  men  to  pull  as  may  be  convenient, 
so  as  to  carry  most  troops.  There  should  be  at  least  one  officer  from 
each  ship. 

The  vessels  detailed  are  Shenandoah,  Canandaigua,  Juniata ,  Georgia, 
Pawnee,  bonorna,  Ottawa ,  Winona,  Potomska ,  Wando,  the  tugs  Gera¬ 
nium,  iris,  Clover,  Catalpa. 

The  divisional  commanders  will  communicate  with  the  commanders 
of  the  troops,  so  as  to  accomplish  the  landing  with  the  utmost  expedi¬ 
tion  and  completeness. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Ridgely,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume 
direction  m  the  cooperative  operations  during  the  temporary  absence  of  tlfe  former. 

Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 

\Q ff  Bulks  Bay,  S.  C.,\  February  12,  1865. 
biR:  1  am  called  away  by  a  telegram  from  General  Sherman  that 
may  lequire  coaction  with  General  Gillmore,  now  at  Port  Royal 

with° General  hotter.  **  °f  ““  "°W  here  to 
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Send  in  every  boat  that  can  be  spared,  and  you  had  better  go  in 
yourself,  leaving  the  Shenandoah  outside,  as  her  draft  is  too  heavy. 

The  object  is  to  assist  the  army  movement  as  much  as  possible,  and 
every  exertion  is  to  be  made  for  that  purpose. 

( 1  leave  the  tugs  Geranium  and  Iris  with  you.  Send  the  Catdlpa  to 
Captain  Scott  at  Charleston  to-night. 

Send  Oleander  to  Port  Royal  as  soon  as  discharged. 

Lieutenant  Mahan  is  here,  ordnance  officer  of  squadron,  with  ammu¬ 
nition;  see  him. 

As  soon  as  the  troops  withdraw  and  leave  this  place  take  all  the 
vessels  to  Charleston,  except  Pawnee  and  Ottawa.  Send  them  to  Port 
Royal;  the  Chambers  will  remain. 

V ery  respectfully, 


J.  A.  Dahlgren. 

Rear-Admiral. 


Captain  Ridgely, 

Senior  Officer  Present. 


Report  of  Captain  Ridgely,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  protection  afforded  to  troops  while  land¬ 
ing  at  Owendaw  Creek. 

U.  S.  S.  Sonoma, 

Pull’s  Bay ,  South  Carolina ,  February  19,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  troops  under  General 
Potter  effected  a  landing  at  Owendaw  Creek,  on  the  evening  of  the  17th 
instant  (about  750  men),  under  cover  of  the  launches’  howitzers.  The 
remainder  of  the  command  were  disembarked  yesterday  at  the  same 
place,  without  opposition,  and  are  marching  toward  Charleston  by 
the  way  of  Mount  Pleasant.  I  expect  to  leave  here  to-morrow  to 
report  to  you  at  Charleston.  The  Ottawa  is  on  the  bar.  The  tug 
Geranium  is  coaling  from  the  Ottawa;  she  has  only  one  day’s  coal. 
She  will  leave  to-night  with  the  launches  for  the  Santee ,  in  obedience 
to  your  orders. 

I  congratulate  }rou,  admiral,  on  the  evacuation  of  Charleston. 

Commander  Stanly,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  landing  party, 
will  report  to  you  in  detail  the  part  performed  by  the  navy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Dane.  B.  Ridgely, 
Captain,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadro7i. 


Report  of  Commander  Stanly,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  expedition. 

Bull’s  Bay,  February  19,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren,  I 
entered  Bull’s  Bay,  South  Carolina,  on  the  12th  instant,  in  command 
of  the  expeditionary  force  composed  of  the  Pa/wnee ,  Sonoma ,  Ottawa , 
Winona,  Potomska,  Wando,  J.  S.  Chambers,  three  armed  tugs,  thirty- 
three  boats,  and  thirteen  pieces  of  artillery,  to  cooperate  with  Briga¬ 
dier-General  E.  E.  Potter,  with  troops  and  several  army  transports, 
against  the  rear  of  Charleston. 

The  12th  instant  was  employed  in  seeking  for  a  channel  to  Anderson- 
ville;  the  13th  in  passing  through  one  of  the  straits  that  runs  from 
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this  bay  through  a  marsh  that  forms  Bay  Sewee  on  the  north  (Ander- 
sonville  being  on  the  southern  shore  of  Bay  feewee  14  miles  from 
Charleston)  and  in  engaging  the  forts  at  Andersonville. 

On  the  14th  we  entered  a  second  strait  leading  to  Bay  Sewee  and 
engaged  another  fort  with  18-pounders,  a  shot  from  one  of  which  dis¬ 
mounted  one  of  our  howitzers.  We  silenced  this  fort,  but  found  it 
impossible  to  cross  the  shoals  and  Muddy  Bay  in  our  launches. 

General  Potter,  myself,  Acting  Master  John  McGowan,  jr.  (survey¬ 
ing  officer),  and  Acting  Master  C.  C.  Ricker,  commanding  armed 
launches,  were  frequently  under  fire,  sounding  in  advance  for  a  chan¬ 
nel.  Heavy  weather  kept  us  still  the  15th.  On  the  16th,  with  your 
approbation,  the  Ottawa  and  T Vanda  were  sent  off  Andersonville, 
through  another  strait  in  the  marsh,  found  by  Acting  Master  McGowan, 
and  engaged  a  third  fortification  to  the  eastward  of  Andersonville, 
while  the  launches  engaged  a  fort  at  that  place.  Finding  it  impossible 
to  approach  Andersonville  in  front,  I  left  a  strong  force  there,  and 
half  the  army  to  keep  up  appearances,  and  dashed  off  with  General 
Potter  to  the  northwest  shore  of  this  (Bull’s)  bay  through  a  channel 
discovered  by  night  work  by  Acting  Master  McGowan,  and  drove  the 
enemy  from  a  strong  earthwork  on  Graham’s  Point  and  effected  a  land¬ 
ing  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Jacob  Kemp, 
with  an  armed  launch,  dashed  up  the  creek  in  advance  and  drove  the 
enemy  from  their  rifle  pits.  Acting  Master  William  F.  Redding  was 
the  first  to  land.  Acting  Master  John  Collins,  in  command  of  the 
field  artillery,  was  soon  at  the  front,  and  en  route  to  Andersonville, 
which  was  soon  occupied  by  our  army.  Ensign  McGregor  accom¬ 
panied  the  Thirty-second  Colored  Regiment  with  a  fieldpiece  and 
destroyed  bridges  in  the  rear,  and  received  Colonel  Hartwell’s  thanks. 
Acting  Ensign  Mitchell,  with  a  fieldpiece,  accompanied  the  army  in 
their  march  toward  Charleston.  General  Potter  will  account  for  the 
prisoners  captured. 

General  Gillmore  had  paid  us  a  special  visit  on  the  17th,  assuring  us 
that  Charleston  would  surrender  on  our  obtaining  a  firm  foothold  here. 
1  have  no  doubt  but  that  our  doing  so  added  much  to  the  fear  caused 
by  General  Sherman,  which  lias  caused  the  abandonment  of  Charleston 
on  the  18th. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  expedition  behaved  with  gallantry  and, 
amidst  depression  and  fatigue,  going  for  two  days  on  short  rations 
and  working  for  two  nights  in  boats  with  their  clothing  wet  through, 
displayed  energy  and  endurance  worthy  of  the  cause  in  which  we  are 
engaged. 

General  Potter  expressed  on  the  beach  his  thanks  for  our  exertions 
throughout.  I  found  him  all  that  a  man  should  be  in  courtesy,  daring, 
and  ability. 

1  find  the  country  here  full  of  every  kind  of  stock.  I  also  find  large 
numbers  of  slaves,  but  every  one  of  them  refused  our  offers  to  accom¬ 
pany  us  or  the  army.  1  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  all  private 
property  has  been  respected,  except  horses,  beeves,  and  meal,  which 
our  necessities  demanded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  Stanly, 

Commander ,  Commanding  Expedition  in  Bull’s  Bay. 

Captain  D.  B.  Ridgely, 

Senior  Officer  Present. 
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Additional  report  of  Captain  Ridgely,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Shenandoah. 


U.  S.  S.  Shenandoah, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  February  80,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  return  to  this  place  of  the 
remainder  of  the  vessels,  launches,  and  boats  detailed  by  you  for  the 
Bull’s  Bay  expedition.  I  am  confident  that  the  expedition  to  Bull’s 
Bay  embarrassed  the  rebels  from  the  number  of  men-of-war  inside 
and  outside  of  the  bay  and  the  great  number  of  boats  provided  by  the 
navy  to  disembark  a  large  land  force. 

The  rebels  signaled  our  movements  to  Charleston  day  and  night 
and  threw  up  intrenchments  at  every  point  where  boats  could  land. 

During  the  evacuation  of  Charleston,  the  rebels  disappeared  from 
Bull’s  Bay,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  evacuation  of  Charleston 
was  hastened  by  the  demonstration  made  by  the  army  and  navy  at 
that  point  in  strong  force. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Danl.  B.  Kidgely, 

Cajptain ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron,  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Detailed  report  of  Dear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding 

naval  cooperation  in  the  opening  of  the  campaign  of  the  Carolinas. 

No.  69.]  Flag-steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Doyal  TIarbor,  S.  G. ,  February  13,  1865. 

Sir:  I  take  advantage  of  the  departure  of  a  steamer  to-night  to 
apprise  the  Department  of  the  state  of  affairs  here. 

The  army  of  General  Sherman  may  now  be  considered  as  having 
begun  its  movement  northward  from  Savannah. 

The  Department  has  been  informed  in  my  previous  communications 
that  the  right  wing  having  been  moved  from  Savannah  to  Beaufort, 
by  water,  advanced  gradually,  driving  in  the  rebel  forces  near  Poco- 
taligo,  and  finally  inclining  to  the  left  found  itself  about  the  2d  ready 
to  cross  the  Combahee  at  Rivers’  Bridge,  on  the  confines  of  the 
Barnwell  district. 

Here  it  necessarily  awaited  the  left  wing  under  General  Slocum, 
which  had  been  delayed  in  passing  up  along  the  banks  of  the  Savannah 
by  the  effect  of  the  freshets  on  the  roads,  which,  in  many  places, 
required  to  be  corduroyed. 

1  have  sent  the  Pontiac  to  cover  these  troops  and  their  crossing  at 
Sister’s  Ferry,  41  miles  from  the  city,  where  this  vessel  arrived  on 
the  24th  January,  about  three  days  in  advance  of  the  column  of 
General  Davis. 

By  the  7th  of  February  the  last  man  of  the  rear  division  was  over, 
without  molestation,  and  the  Pontiac  dropped  down  the  river,  anchor¬ 
ing  near  the  city  by  reason  of  a  request  from  the  general,  to  the  effect 
that  he  considered  the  presence  of  some  vessels  of  war  necessary. 

As  the  left  wing  had  about  35  miles  to  march  for  its  position  with 
the  army,  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  bv  the  10th  or  11th  General  Sher¬ 
man  had  his  whole  force  in  hand  and  ready  to  move  on  Branchville, 
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some  20  miles  distant  from  Rivers’  Bridge,  and  making  due  allowance 
for  the  Edisto  River  and  its  swamps  may  be  there  at  this  date,  unless 
he  shall  have  inclined  to  the  left,  more  toward  Augusta,  in  order  to 
avoid  swampy  ground. 

Meanwhile,  by  way  of  diversion,  as  requested  by  General  Sherman, 
the  Ottawa  and  Winona  were  feeling  their  way  in  the  Combahee  on 
the  8th  and  9th,  the  Pawnee  and  Sonoma  pound  the  battery  on  the 
Togodo  and  Wadmelaw  on  the  10th  and  11th,  while  the  monitors 
Lehigh ,  Wissahickon ,  McDonough ,  Smith ,  and  Williams  were  shelling 
the  works  in  the  Stono. 

On  the  12th  and  13th  came  the  demonstration  at  Bull’s  Bay,  which 
is  all  that  could  be  done  by  this  squadron  to  assist  the  army  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Sherman. 

It  is  now  fairly  launched  on  its  great  enterprise,  and  will  no  doubt 
soon  consummate  the  first  results  so  confidently  looked  for. 

If  any  further  communication  is  resumed  with  my  command,  it  may 
be  expected  in  the  vicinity  of  Georgetown.  But  in  view  of  the  great 
effect  that  must 'be  produced  by  the  army  recently  landed  at  Wilming¬ 
ton,  it  is  reasonable  to  infer  that  General  Sherman  will  advance  rapidly 
to  a  junction  with  it,  and  neither  seek  nor  need  further  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  sea  whilst  in  South  Carolina. 

_  Yesterday,  while  engaged  in  operations  at  Bull’s  Bay,  I  received  a 
dispatch  in  cipher  from  General  Gillmore,  which  he  had  just  received 
from  General  Sherman,  asking  me  to  decipher  it.  Upon  which  I 
steamed  down  to  Hilton  Head  in  order  to  be  in  immediate  communica¬ 
tion  with  General  Gillmore.  Then  I  found  a  cipher  dispatch  for  me 
from  General  Sherman,  and  I  enclose  copies  of  both,  so  that  the 
Department  may  be  able  to  inform  the  President  of  the  last  news 
here  in  regard  to  General  Sherman. 

Though  General  Sherman  gave  me  a  key  to  the  cipher.  I  regret  to 
say  that  the  explanations  are  not  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  use  it.  1 
will,  therefore,  thank  the  Department  to  request  fuller  explanations 
from  the  War  Department,  so  that  similar  difficulties  may  not  again 
occur. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Corndg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  DaUgren ,  U  S.  Navy ,  to  Mayor-  General 
Gillmore ,  IT.  S.  Army ,  forwarding  cipher  dispatch  from  Major- 
General  Sherman ,  U.  S.  Army. 

Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal ,  February  13,  1865. 

General:  I  received  by  your  aid  a  dispatch  in  cipher  from  General 
Sherman,  and  send  you  by  my  fieet  captain  the  key  to  the  cipher  sent 
me  bi^  General  Sherman. 

As  it  was  given  under  injunction  of  strict  confidence,  I  have  to 
request  that  you  will  not  permit  any  but  yourself  to  see  it,  that  no 
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copy  of  it  will  be  taken,  and  that  it  will  be  returned  to  me  by  Fleet 
Captain  Bradford. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  South. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  V.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-  General 

Gillmore ,  (J.  S.  Army ,  responding  to  a  request  for  a  naval  demon¬ 
stration  in  the  Edisto  River. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  February  If  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  communication  of  the  14th,  stating 
that  a  naval  demonstration  up  the  Edisto  would  aid  General  Hatch, 
and  might  open  communication  with  him  if  made  to-morrow  or  next 
day. 

You  ask  if  it  will  be  in  ni}T  power  to  afford  any  cooperation  in  that 
quarter. 

With  little  exception,  the  only  vessels  of  the  squadron  that  could 
ascend  the  Edisto  so  far  as  to  give  the  appearance  of  reality  to  any 
demonstration  are  now  absent  at  Bull’s  Bay,  cooperating  with  your 
detachment  at  that  place. 

When  you  will  inform  me  that  they  can  be  spared  from  that  service, 
I  will  direct  them  to  the  Edisto  without  delay. 

The  Pontiac ,  now  remaining  at  Savannah  by  request  of  General 
Grover,  could  also  be  used  if  she  could  be  spared. 

The  present  weather  will  unavoidably  retard  all  naval  movements 
whilst  it  lasts. 

I  send  herewith  for  your  information  a  deciphered  copy  of  General 
Sherman’s  dispatch  *  to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Major-General  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Com  dg.  Department  of  the  South ,  Headquarters  Hilton  Head. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  permission 
to  withdraw  his  application  for  relief  from  command  of  South 
Atlantic  Squadron. 

Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 

February  If  1865. 

Sir:  When  I  applied  on  the  7th  to  be  relieved,  the  latest  communi¬ 
cation  from  General  Sherman  informed  me  that  he  had  no  design  at 
all  to  attack  Charleston,  but  would  follow  an  interior  line  to  the  North. 

The  cipher  letter  to  me,  which  I  forwarded  on  the  13th,  intimates 
the  possibility  of  his  being  forced  to  turn  against  Charleston.  \\  hen 
I  sent  it  the  contents  were  entirely  unknown  to  me  or  to  General  Gill- 
more,  as  we  could  not  decipher  it,  though  having  the  key. 

*  See  p.  220, 
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To-day  General  Gilmore’s  operator  has  been  able  to  read  the  cipher 
letter  of  General  Sherman,  and  thus  I  learned  the  possible  change  in 
his  plans. 

I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  withdraw  my  application  for  relief,  so  as 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  cooperating  with  General  Sherman  in  the 
capture  of  Charleston,  when  he  shall  undertake  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Gomdg.  Smith  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  JJ.  S. 
Navy ,  responding  to  request  for  instructions  regarding  'permits 
granted  to  parties  engaged  in  cotton  traffic. 


Navy  Department,  February  If  1865. 


Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter  of  Acting 
Ensign  J.  H.  Bennett,  commanding  Braziliera ,  dated  the  4th  instant, 
referred  by  you  to  the  Department,  relative  to  certain  parties  at  Fer- 
nandina,  Fla.,  who  have  permits  signed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  alid  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  bring  purchased  cotton 
out  at  any  open  port,  and  who  propose  to  take  the  inside  passage  from 
Fernandina  to  St.  Andrew’s,  thence  to  St.  Simon’s,  and  up  Turtle 
River  to  Cabbage  Bluff,  to  purchase  cotton. 

The  question  is  asked  whether  the  parties  shall  be  permitted  to  pass 
through  the  sound  on  their  way  to  Cabbage  Bluff  with  their  steamer. 

The  permits  appear  to  authorize  the  parties  to  bring  out  cotton  from 
an  open  port,  and  provide  that  there  shall  be  no  violation  of  any 
blockade  line.  They  do  not  warrant  them  to  proceed  within  the 
blockaded  lines  or  into  blockaded  waters  to  effect  their  object.  They 
should  not,  therefore,  be  permitted  to  pass  beyond  such  lines  or  into 
such  waters. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

February  15 ,  1865. 


Vessel. 


Acacia . 

Adger . 

*Adams . 

Allen . .  ... 

Amaranthus. . . 

Arethusa . 

Azalea . 

*Bruen  . 


No.  of 
guns. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

5 

Screw  tug  .... 

Actg.  Master  Jos.  E.  Jones . 

Off  Charleston. 

8 

Sid  e-wh  e  el 
steamer 

Conidr.  Thos.  H.  Patterson . 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

8 

Ship . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  Phinney  ... 

Off  Charleston. 

9 

Bark . 

Actg.  Master  I.  A.  Pennell . 

Off  St.  Simon’s. 

tf 

Screw  tug _ 

Actg.  Ensign  W.  R.  Cox . 

Off  Charleston. 

. do . 

t2 

. do . 

Actg  Master  F.  W.  Strong . 

Off  Charleston. 

2 

Schooner, 

stores. 

Actg.  Master  W.  F.  Redding _ 

Do. 

*  Sailing  vessels,  Howitzers, 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  February  15,  1865 — 

Continued. 


Vessel. 


*Braziliera . 

Blunt . 

Cambridge . 

Canandaigua... 

Canonicus . 

Cimarron . 

Catalpa . 

Camelia . 

Carnation . 

Clover . 

Chatham . 

♦Chambers . 

Dandelion . 

Daffodil . 

Flag . 

Flambeau . 

Fernandina  .... 
Geranium . 

♦Gemsbok . 

Gladiolus . 

♦Griffith . 

*G.  W.  Rodgers. 
Home . 

Harvest  Moon. . 

Hydrangea . 

♦Houghton . 

Hale . 

♦Hope . 

Iris . 

Jonquil . 

Juniata . 

Catskill . 

Lehigh . 

Lodona . 

Laburnum . 

Larkspur . 

♦Lightning . 

Mahopac . 

Montauk . 

Monadnock  .... 
Mingoe . 

Mohican . 

McDonough.... 

Memphis . 

Mangham . 

Nantucket . 

Nahant . 

Nipsic . 

New  Hampshire 

Norwich . 

Norfolk  Packet. 

Ottawa . 

Orvetta . 

Oleander . 

Passaic . 

Pawnee . 

Pontiac . 

Potomska . . 

Philadelphia 

Pettit . 

♦Para . . 

Perry . 


No.  of 
guns. 


8 

2 

8 

ts 

n 

n 

t2 


6 

9 

t4 

7 

t3 

3 

t2 

+3 

t5 


f2 

2 

1  1 

11 

6 

fl 

t2 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Bark . 

Schooner . 


Screw  sloop... 

Monitor . 

S  i  d  e- w  h  e  e  1 
gunboat. 
Screw  tug .... 

. do . ,, 

. do . .' 

. do . 

Sid  e-w  heel 
tug. 

Schooner . 

Screw  tug  .... 
Sid  e-w  heel 
tug. 

Screw  steamer 

. do . 

Bark . 

Sid  e-w  heel 
tug. 

Bark . 

Screw  tug  .... 
Mortar  sch’r. . 

Schooner . 

Screw  steam¬ 
er,  hospital. 
Sid  e-w  heel 
steamer. 
f2  Screw  tug .... 


6 

C 

1 

g 

13 

2 

2 

7 

g 


Bark 
Screw  steamer 
Schooner 


4 

11 

8 

6 

11 

7 
2 
2 

8 
10 

6 

6 


Screw  tug  .... 

. do . 

Screw  sloop  . . 

Monitor . 

. do . 

Screw  steamer 
Screw  tug  . . . 

. do . 

Schooner 
(tender) . 

Monitor . 

. do . 


...do . 

|  Side-wheel 
gunboat. 
Screw  sloop  . 
Side-wheel 
gunboat. 
Screw  steamer 
Schooner . . . 
Monitor  .... 

. do . 

Screw  gunboat 
Store  ship  .... 
Screw  steamer 
Mortar  schoon¬ 
er. 

Serewgunboat 

Schooner, 

stores. 

Screw  tug  .... 

Monitor . 

Screw  sloop  . . 
Side-wheel 
gunboat. 
Screw  steamer 
Side-wheel 
steamer. 
Side-wheel 
tug. 

Mortar  schoon¬ 
er. 

Brig . 


Actg.  Master  W.  T.  Gilfespie. 
Actg.  Ensign  Geo.  G.  Curtis. . 


Comdr.  N.  B.  Harrison _ 

Lt.  Comdr.  G.  E.  Belknap 
Comdr.  E.  Thompson . 


Actg.  Ensign  A.  K.  Noyes . 

Actg.  Ensign  D.  B.  Hawes . 

Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  Boyd . 

Actg.  Ensign  B.  Mitchell . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  Geo.  W. 
Post. 

Actg.  Master  \V.  L.  Bowers _ 

Actg.  Ensign  G.  W.  Williams  .. 
Actg.  Master  W.  H.  Mallard  ... 


Comdr.  J.  C.  Williamson . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  E.  Cavendy . 

Actg.  Master  Lewis  West . 

Actg.  Ensign  David  Lee . 


Actg.  Master  J.  F.  Winchester.. 

Actg.  Ensign  N.  Boughton . . 

Actg.  Master  Jas.  Ogilvie . 

Actg.  Master  L.  G.  Emerson _ 

Actg.  Master  Benj.  Dyer . . 


Actg.  Master  J.  K.  Crosby 


Actg.  Master  C.  W.  Rogers . . 

Actg.  Master  E.  G.  Furber . 

Actg.  Master  C.  F.  Mitchell . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  L.  Churchill 


Actg.  Master  J.  E.  Stickney _ 

Actg.  Ensign  Chas.  H.  Hanson. 

Comdr.  J.  J.  Almy . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  Barrett . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  A.  Semmes. . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  R.  P.  Swann . . 
Actg.  Ensign  Sturgis  Center.. . 
Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  Nelson . 


Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  W.  Weaver. 
Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  E.  Stone _ 


Comdr. E.  G.  Parrott  ... 
Comdr.  J.  B.  Creighton  . 


Comdr.  Danel.  Ammen . . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  F.  Crosman  . 

Actg.  Master  R.  O.  Patterson  . 
Actg.  Master  John  Collins  . . . 
Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  F.  R.  Lewis  . 
Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  K.  Mayo  — 
Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  W.  Henry  . . 

Comdr.  Wm.  Reynolds . 

Actg.  Master  W.  11.  lie  Wolf . . . 
Actg.  Master  G.  W.  Wood - 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  Stillwell  — 
Actg.  Master  Wm.  Fales - 

Actg.  Master  R.  I’.  Walter  — 
Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  W.  Scott! . . . 

Comdr.  G.  B.  Balch  . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  S.  B.  Luce . . 


Ac.tg.  Master  F.  M.  Montell 
Actg.  Master  G.  II.  Avery. . . 


Actg.  Ensign  C.  Grieve . 

Actg.  Master  D.  P.  Heath . . . 
Actg.  Master  S.  N.  Freeman 


Present  duty  or  station. 


St.  Andrew’s. 

Special  duty,  divers. 
Off  Charleston. 

St.  Helena. 

Off  Charleston. 

Port  Royal. 

Off  Charleston. 

Do. 

Port  Royal. 

Dispatch. 

Port  Royal. 

Bull’s  Bay. 

Port  Roval. 

Do. 

North,  .special  duty 
Off  Charleston. 

St.  Catherine’s. 

Bull’s  Bay. 

Port  Royal. 

Off  Charleston. 
Wassaw  Sound. 
Ossabaw  Sound. 

Off  Charleston. 

Stono. 

Off  Charleston. 

Port  Royal. 

St.  John’s  River. 
Savannah  River,  div¬ 
ers. 

Stono. 

Off  Charleston. 

Do. 

Do. 

Stono. 

Sapelo. 

Off  Charleston. 

Do. 

Wassaw. 

Off  Charleston. 

North  Atlantic  Squad¬ 
ron. 

Off  Charleston. 
Georgetown. 

Ossabaw. 

Stono. 

Port  Royal. 

Do. 

Off  Charleston. 

Do. 

Georgetown. 

Port  Royal. 

St.  John’s. 

Ossabaw. 

Bull’s  Bay. 

Off  Charleston. 

Port  Royal. 

Do. 

South  Edisto 
Savannah  River. 

Off  Charleston. 

Stono. 

Port  Royal. 

Ossabaw. 

Fernandina. 


♦Sailing  vessels. 


t  Howitzers. 
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distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  February  15,  1865 

Continued. 


Vessel. 

No.  Of 
guns. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

• 

Sloop  (tender) 
Mortar  schoon- 

North  Edisto. 

8 

Actg.  Master  E.  G.  Martin . . . 

Tybee. 

2 

er. 

Monitor . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  Young . 

Off  Charleston. 

8 

Sid  e-w  heel 

Lieut.  Comdr.  T.S.  Fillebrown  .. 

Bull’s  Bay. 

IS 

.  gunboat. 
Ship . 

Comdr.  G.  H.  Preble . 

North  Edisto. 

State  of  Georgia . 

8 

22 

Sid  e-w  heel 
steamer. 

Ship . . 

Comdr.  Fabius  Stanly . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  E. 
Brodhead. 

Capt.  D.  B.  Ridgely . 

Actg. Vol.  Lieut.  WAV.  Kennison. 
Actg.  Master  Z.  Kempton . 

Bull’s  Bay. 

Dobov. 

8 

Screw  sloop. . . 
Screw  steamer 

Bull’s  Bay. 

8 

Off  Charleston. 

...  do . 

Supply  vessel. 

1-5 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.C.  J  .Van  Alstine 
Actg.  Master  W.  Bailey . 

St.  Helena. 

3 

Screw  tug  .... 
Mortar  schoon- 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

5 

Actg.  Master  B.  Van  Voorhis - 

Stono. 

*Swift. 

er. 

Port  Royal,  repairing 

14 

Screw  sloop  . . 

Capt.  C.  Steedman . 

Comdr.  J.  M.  Frailey . 

Do. 

10 

Georgetown. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

Actg.  Master  11.  S.  Blanchard  . . . 
Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  W.  Johnson - 

Port  Royal. 

5 

Screw  gun  boat 
. .  .do . 

Stono. 

6 

Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  H.  Dana . 

South  Edisto. 

6 

Screw  steamer 

Actg.  Master  C.  W.  Lee . 

Actg.  Master  F.  T.  King . 

Off  Charleston. 

3 

Side- wheel 

Do. 

6 

steamer. 
Mortar  schoon- 

Actg.  Master  G.  W.  Parker . 

Stono. 

er. 

St.  Helena. 

5 

Schooner, 

Actg.  Master  R.  T.  W yatt . . 

Light-House  Inlet. 

ordnance. 

*  Sailing  vessels.  t  Howitzers. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Center ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  S. 
Laburnum ,  regarding  the  reception  on  board  that  vessel  of  men  from 
the  stranded  blockade  runner'  Sylph. 

U.  S.  Tug  Laburnum, 

Off  Charleston ,  February  15 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

At  2  o’clock  this  morning,  while  doing  picket  duty  on  the  advance, 
discovered  a  boat  coming  from  Sullivan’s  Island  with  7  men  in  her. 
Hailed  her  and  took  them  on  board.  They  report  themselves  from 
the  blockade  runner  Sylph ,  which  ran  on  shore  on  Sullivan’s  Island 
on  the  evening  before  while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  out  of 
Charleston. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  their  names:  Edward  Manner,  mate;  G. 

W.  Cessell,  French;  Charles  Kelly,  T.  McManner,  -  White, 

- - Sherry,  soldiers;  M.  Barby,  escaped  prisoner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Center, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding . 

Captain  G.  H.  Scott, 

Senior  Officer  of  Charleston. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Daldgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Raich , 
C.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  If.  S.  S.  Pawnee ,  for  a  demonstration  in 
the  Edisto  River. 

Flag-SteamEr  Harvest  Moon, 

BulVs  Bay ,  A.  C.,  February  16 ,  i<§&5. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Pawnee  to  South  Edisto. 

I  am  informed  by  General  Gillmore  that  General  Hatch  was  on  the 
Combaliee  on  the  14th  with  orders  to  push  forward  to  Edisto,  and  that 
a  naval  demonstration  up  the  Edisto  would  aid  him,  and  might  open 
communication  with  him  if  made  on  the  15th  or  16th.  General  Hatch 
will  try  to  reach  Jacksonville  [Jacksonboro,  S.  C.]  and  Willstown. 

Your  object  will  be  to  make  such  demonstration  as  may  be  in  your 
power.  The  McDonough  is  ordered  to  the  South  Edisto,  and  you  will 
be  followed  by  one  of  the  gunboats  now  here,  and  some  tug. 

Lookout  for  torpedoes  and  feel  your  wair  carefully  up  the  river. 
Keep  me  informed  of  your  progress. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ’ 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  George  B.  Balch, 

Corrt/manding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  IJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Scott , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  in  view  of  the  expected  evacuation  of  Charleston. 


Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 

Stono ,  February  17 ,  1865. 

Sir:  There  are  rumors  in  circulation  that  the  rebels  are  about  to 
evacuate  Charleston,  and  I  have  a  telegram  from  the  headquarters, 
Morris  Island,  stating  that  the  rebel  telegrams  (intercepted)  indicated 
preparations  for  such  an  event. 

When  the  Nahant  comes  here,  you  will  still  have  in  Charleston 
Roads  six  monitors,  one  of  which  is  double-turreted. 

I  desire,  therefore,  that  the  movements  of  the  rebels  at  all  points  of 
the  harbor  shall  be  closely  and  vigilantly  watched,  and  that  measures 
be  immediately  taken  to  apprise  me  by  signal  of  the  first  appearance 
of  any  abandonment  of  the  city  or  harbor  defenses. 

It  may  be  advisable  to  draw  the  fire  of  Moultrie  occasionally,  in  order 
to  verify  the  condition  of  things  there.  This  may  be  done  at  sufficient 
intervals  by  the  monitor  on  picket  at  the  advance  station,  which,  by 
order,  is  2,300  yards  distant. 

The  boats  must  be  very  alert  in  observing  the  rebels,  and  one  or 
two  should  pull  out  from  the  island  between  Johnson  and  Sumter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  Scott, 

Senior  Officer,  etc. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy  to  Captain  Scott , 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  oj>en  fire  upon  Sullivan ’.s  Island. 

'  Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 

Folly  River ,  February  17 ,  I860. 

Sir:  You  will  direct  the  naval  battery  of  Xl-inch  guns  on  Morris 
Island  to  open  on  Sullivan’s  Island,  directing  at  least  half  the  fire  to 
the  bridge  from  Sullivan’s  Island  to  Mount  Pleasant. 

The  firing-  should  be  deliberate,  say  a  shot  everv  five  minutes  from 
the  battery. 

To  cease  or  continue  or  fire  faster,  as  circumstances  may  require. 

It  may  be  well  to  fire  occasionally  on  Fort  Johnson,  if  the  guns  will 
bear. 

The  general  is  under  the  impression  that  the  rebels  are  about  to 
evacuate,  and  that  they  may  begin  to-night. 

I  had  intended  to  come  around,  but  it  is  reported  as  blowing  a  gale, 
and  too  rough  on  the’  bar  for  my  steamer. 

Say  to  the  commanding  officer  on  Morris  Island  that  the  naval  flat¬ 
tery  opens  by  arrangement  with  General  S. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  Scott, 

Senior  Officer. 

The  state  of  the  weather  must  control  the  use  of  the  monitors.  Do 
not  push  them  up  to  fire,  if  they  ought  to  be  down. 


Memorandum  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  for  Lieu- 
tenant-  Commander  Semmes,  U.  S.  Navy ,  in  view  of  the  anticipated 
abandonment  of  James  Island  by  the  Confederate  forces. 


Stono,  February  17. 

The  general  anticipates  the  abandonment  of  James  Island  by  the 
rebels,  and  will  feel  them  strongly  to-night  on  the  line  from  the  Stono 
toward  Seceshville  [Secessionville]. 

It  is  desirable  that  a  fire  from  the  vessels  shall  assist  by  covering 
the  flanks  of  his  force. 

The  Lehigh,  Wissahickon,  and  the  mortar  schooner  will  operate 
from  the  Stono  at  a  position  about  that  to  which  the  Lehigh  advanced 
a  few  days  since. 

^  The  McDonough  will  join  the  mortar  schooner  in  the  branch  of  the 
Folly  River,  near  our  position  on  Cole’s  Island,  so  as  to  reach  Secesh¬ 
ville  at  long  range,  and  cover  our  right  flank,  the  latter  being  the 
main  purpose. 

If  the  general  finds  James  Island  evacuated,  he  is  to  signal  to  the 
Charleston  vessels  inside. 

I  expect  to  leave  for  Charleston  Roads,  where  keep  me  informed. 

Very  respectfully, 


J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral. 


[Lieutenant-Commander  Semmes.] 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Jones ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  l  .  S.  S. 

Acacia ,  regarding  the  chase  of  a  steamer  off  Charleston. 

U.  S.  S.  Acacia, 

Off  Charleston ,  February  17,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  while  at  anchor  last  evening-, 
about  9:30  p.  m. ,  in  3 5-  fathoms,  with  the  wreck  of  the  Housatonic 
bearing-  S.  by  W. ,  the  north  buoy  on  Rattlesnake  Shoal  N.  E.  by  N. 
1  mile,  I  discovered  a  large  steamer,  distant  about  1,200  yards,  appar¬ 
ently  covering  our  bows,  we  heading  at  the  time  S.  by  W.  I  chal¬ 
lenged  him,  but  received  no  reply.  I  slipped  and  stood  toward  him, 
and  at  the  same  time  tired  my  forward  pivot  30-pounder  at  him,  the 
shell  striking  and  passing  through  him.  I  then  opened  on  him  with 
every  gun  I  could  bring  to  bear,  but  failed  to  disable  him.  I  con¬ 
tinued  the  chase  until  11  p.  m.  He  being  out  of  sight,  I  gave  up  the 
chase  and  went  back  to  my  station  and  anchored  at  12:30  a.  m. 

The  following  is  the  amount  of  ammunition  expended  during  the 
chase:  30-pounder  Parrott,  5  3i-second  shell;  Dahlgren  12-pounder 
rifle,  1  3-second  shell. 

I  have  also  to  report  that  in  purchasing  the  anchor  that  1  slipped, 
the  buoy  rope  parted  and  1  have  as  yet  been  unable  to  find  it,  but 
shall  drag  for  it  again  to-night  on  the  first  favorable  opportunity. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  E.  Jones, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Acacia. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 


Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 

Rebellion  Roads ,  Charleston  Harbor,  February  18,  1865. 
(Received  7  p.  m.,  February  20,  via  Fort  Monroe,  Va.) 
Sir:  Charleston  was  abandoned  this  morning  by  the  rebels.  1  am 
now  on  my  way  to  the  city,  and  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  February  20,  1865 — 6 p.  m. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  Fortress  Monroe  on 
the  U.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia,  Lieutenant  Manley  111  command,  with 
dispatches  from  Admiral  Dahlgren.  Having  forwarded  the  dispatch, 
my  orders  are  to  return  to  Charleston  as  soon  as  the  ship  can  coal, 
unless  the  Department  directs  otherwise.  Awaiting  further  orders 
from  the  Department, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Orville  Matthews, 

Lieutenant- Commander  and  Aid  to  Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Daldgren,  U.  S.  Navy ,  announcing  the 

evacuation  of  Charleston. 

Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 

City  of  Charleston ,  February  18,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  already  sent  you  a  brief  dispatch  by  Captain  Matthews 
with  tidings  of  the  abandonment  of  this  place  by  the  rebels. 

As  the  Fulton  is  announced  olf  the  bar.  I  send  this  brief  announce¬ 
ment  of  what  has  occurred. 

Not  a  shot  was  fired  for  the  place,  not  a  blow  struck. 

I  will  report  more  fully  to  the  Department  as  soon  as  the  various 
particulars  reach  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  DaMgren,  IJ  S.  Navy ,  to  Rear-Admiral 

Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  occupation  of  Charleston  by  the 
Union  forces. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Of  the  City  of  Charleston,  February  18,  1865. 

My  Dear  Porter:  Your  very  acceptable  letter  of  the  28th  January 
reached  me  duly,  and  was  very  gratifying'. 

In  return  you  will  see  by  the  date  of  this  that  the  navy’s  occupation 
has  given  this  pride  of  rebeldom  to  the  Union  flag,  and  thus  the  rebel¬ 
lion  is  shut  out  from  the  ocean  and  foreign  sympathy. 

They  went  from  it  unheralded  by  a  shot,  and  to-day  I  quietly  steamed 
up  to  the  wharves  and  walked  through  the  town. 

Conformably  to  the  orders  of  the  Department,  I  am  to  send  you 
monitors  of  the  Passaic  class;  one  I  have  already  sent  you;  another 
will  leave  soon. 

I  have  just  walked  over  the  city;  every  house  shut  up;  the  few  per¬ 
sons  in  the  streets  were  foreigners  and  negroes. 

As  they  have  made  their  beds,  so  let  them  lie. 

General  Sherman  desires  me  to  let  you  know  that  1  had  heard  from 
him.  He  was  at  Midway  on  the  7th  February,  10  miles  east  of  Branch- 
ville,  and  the  evacuation  of  Charleston  shows  that  he  must  have 
pressed  them  very  hard  since,  in  advance  on  some  point  that  they 
deemed  vital. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  his  dispatch*  as  deciphered. 

At  Georgetown  I  have  two  gunboats  inside  and  the  Tuscarora 
outside. 

\  ou  have  indeed  struck  a  glorious  blow  at  Wilmington,  and  no  one 
will  rejoice  more  in  your  having  done  so  than  myself. 

With  my  best  wishes,  I  am,  most  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-  Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


*See  page  220. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Semmei s,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 

operations  in  the  Stono  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Lehigh, 

Stono  River ,  South,  Carolina ,  February  IS,  1865. 

Sir:  At  dusk  yesterday  1  took  position  to  cover  our  troops,  at  the 
same  time  issuing  directions  as  to  station  and  direction  of  tire  to  the 
other  vessels,  in  accordance  with  memorandum  furnished  by  yourself. 

A  steady  tire  was  kept  up  from  the  Wissahickon  and  this  vessel  from 
8  p.  m.  to  2  a.  m.  in  this  river.  I  have  not  heard  from  the  McDon¬ 
ough  and  Dan  Smith  yet.  The  schooner  C.  D.  Williams,  unfortu¬ 
nately,  grounded  and  could  not  be  gotten  into  range.  A  sharp  artillery 
tire  was  going  on  on  James  Island  during  this  time.  At  daylight  this 
morning,  being  in  want  of  ammunition,  I  went  down  to  Folly  River, 
and  whilst  there  called  on  board  the  Harvest  Moon  to  report  to  you 
verbally  what  came  under  my  observation  during  the  night.  Whilst 
there,  Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson  sent  me  word  of  the  evacuation 
of  James  Island,  which  I  immediately  ordered  the  officer  to  report  to 
you. 

Shortly  after  you  left  for  Charleston  I  again  went  up  the  Stono  in 
my  boat  to  the  Wissahickon,  directed  that  vessel  and  the  G.  D.  Wil¬ 
liams  to  be  moved  farther  up,  and  then  pushed  on  in  my  boat  to  Fort 
Pringle,  then  in  possession  of  our  troops.  Battery  Tynes  and  the 
other  batteries  on  John’s  Island  had  been  abandoned  by  the  rebels. 
Pringle  mounts  seven  bona  fide  guns,  VI  and  VIII  inch  smoothbores, 
old  32s  and  42s  rifled,  and  one  X-inch.  A  small  earthwork  on  its  left 
had  two  32s  and  a  mortar.  The  usual  quantity  of  projectiles  kept 
ready  in  fortifications  for  a  day’s  work  were  found  by  the  guns. 
The  powder  was  destroyed  by  throwing  it  into  mud  puddles.  The 
gun  equipments  generally  were  left  ready  for  use.  L  was  informed 
by  an  orderly  sergeant  of  the  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  that  seventy  tor¬ 
pedoes  had  been  planted  in  the  channel.  Boats  are  now  out  dragging 
for  them,  so  as  to  clear  the  channel  in  case  we  should  want  to  use 
this  river. 

The  Nahant  arrived  this  afternoon  and  her  commander  has  reported 
on  board. 

Ammunition  expended  last  night:  150-pounder  Sc.henkle  percussion 
shell,  15;  16-pound  charges,  15;  12-pounder  Hotchkiss  percussion  shell, 
40;  12-pounder  Schenkle  percussion  shell,  2;  13-ounce  charges  (rifle 
howitzer),  42;  cannon  primers,  50. 

February  19.—  Boats  succeeded  in  picking  up  three  torpedoes  last 
night.  More  were  found,  but  not  landed;  four  were  caught  at  one  time; 
two  of  them  landed  and  one  exploded.  They  are  made  of  wood,  with 
two  fuzes,  and  contain  each  about  one-fourth  of  a  flour  barrel  of  powder. 

I  will  leave  the  Nahant  and  two  mortar  schooners  to  clear  the  chan¬ 
nel  to  Fort  Pringle.  These  torpedoes  were  found  in  the  bend  where 
the  wooden  vessels  fired  from  last  summer,  about  400  yards  from  my 
present  anchorage.  I  unloaded  one  on  deck,  the  powder  and  fuzes  of 
which  were  perfect.  They  were  anchored  with  mushroom  anchors. 
I  will  send  the  McDonough  to  South  Fdisto  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Semmes, 

Lieutenant-  Commander,  Senior  Officer. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Bear- Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transm  itting  reports 
regarding  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Syren ,  off  Charleston ,  February 
18,  1865'. 

No.  73.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston ,  N.  C. ,  February  ft®,  1865. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  reports  of  the  capture  in  Charleston  Harbor 
of  the  blockade  runner  Gyrene,  or  Syren,  prize  to  the  Gladiolus  and 
others,  on  the  18th  day  of  February  instant. 

I  have  directed  Acting  Master  J.  E.  Jones  to  proceed  to  Boston  with 
the  prize  for  adjudication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Gladiolus, 

Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C. ,  February  18,  1865. 
Sir:  I  would  most  respectfully  submit  the  following-  report  of  the 
seizure  of  the  blockade  steamer  Syren  this  forenoon  by  myself  and 
boat’s  crew,  in  obedience  to  your  instructions.  I  pulled  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  the  steamer  was  said  to  lie  and  discovered  her  on  hre.  1  got  on 
board  of  her  as  soon  as  possible,  found  the  flames  gaining  rapidly,  the 
hatches  broken  open,  and  about  twenty  negroes  engaged  in  loading 
their  boats  from  the  cargo.  With  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Williams, 
third  assistant  engineer,  who  accompanied  me,  I  organized  the  negroes 
into  a  fire  party  and  set  them  at  work  putting  out  the  tire,  which  we 
succeeded  in  doing  after  a  while.  I  also  had  the  hatches  put  on  and 
did  all  in  my  power  to  preserve  the  cargo  and  vessel.  1  found  the 
vessel  making  water  very  fast,  and  on  examination  the  injection  pipes 
of  the  engine  were  found  to  be  cut.  1  reported  the  fact  to  you,  and 
she  was  towed  by  you  into  shoal  water,  where  she  now  lies.  Third 
Assistant  Engineer  G.  W.  Beard  has  succeeded  in  stopping  the  leak, 
and  the  prospect  of  saving  both  vessel  and  cargo  is  very  favorable. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Sydney  W.  Byram, 

Acting  Master’s  Mate,  TJ.  S.  S.  Gladiolus. 
Acting  Ensign  Napoleon  Boughton, 

Commanding  V.  S.  S.  Gladiolus. 


U.  S.  S.  Gladiolus, 

Charleston  Harbor,  February  18,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  in  regard  to  this 
vessel  going  up  to  Charleston  City: 

At  10:30  I  steamed  ahead  from  Fort  Moultrie  with  two  boats  ahead 
to  feel  the  way,  as  I  had  heard  that  there  were  obstructions  in  the 
channel,  but  went  up  clear.  Arrived  oft  the  city  at  11.  One  of  my 
boats  landed  at  Castle  Pinckney,  hoisted  the  stars  and  stripes,  and 
brought  oft  a  rebel  flag,  the  same  I  sent  to  you. 
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^  On  going  ashore  at  the  city  I  was  informed  that  the  blockade  runner 
Syren  ran  in  last  night  and  was  lying  up  the  Ashley  River  near  the 
bridge.  I  immediately  went  up  there;  found  her  on  fire  and  some  of 
her  pipes  cut  belonging  to  her  engine;  she  was  partly  full  of  water. 
1  went  alongside  with  the  tug  and  sent  a  number  of  men  aboard  to  put 
the  fire  out  with  the  tug’s  hose  to  assist.  We  soon  got  the  fire  out  and 
towed  her  ashore,  as  she  was  filling  fast  with  water.  The  engineers 
partly  stopped  the  pipes  from  leaking.  We  went  to  work  to  get  the 
water  out  of  her,  there  being  3  feet  in  the  fire  room  and  forehold. 

When  I  arrived  alongside  of  her,  boats  were  all  around  her  carrying 
away  her  cargo  as  fast  as  possible,  she  being  loaded  with  what  is 
termed  a  general  cargo. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Boughton, 

Acting  Ensign }  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  S. — I  took  the  liberty  to  destroy  all  the  liquor  I  found,  as  my 
men  were  getting  intoxicated. 


Capture  of  the  steamer  Deer ,  off  Charleston ,  February  18,  1865. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports. 

No.  77.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston,  S.  C. ,  February  %5,  1865. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  report  of  the  capture  in  Charleston  Harbor 
of  the  blockade  runner  Deer ,  prize  to  the  Monad/nock  and  others,  on 
the  18th  day  of  February  instant.  I  have  directed  Lieutenant  R.  S. 
McCook  to  proceed  to  Boston  with  the  prize  for  adjudication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Bear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navg. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Belknap,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Canonicus. 

U.  S.  S.  Canonicus, 

Charleston  Harbor,  S.  G.,  February  19,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  about  8:30  p.  m.  on 
the  night  of  the  18th  instant,  I  went  on  shore  at  Sullivan’s  Island  with 
Captain  Barrett,  of  the  Catskill ,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if 
the  signal  lights  which  had  been  established  by  your  order  were 
properly  attended  to,  and  to  watch  for  any  runners  that  might  attempt 
an  entrance  into  the  harbor. 

We  had  been  on  shore  not  more  than  half  an  hour  when  a  steamer 
was  reported  coming  in  through  Maffitt’s  Channel.  We  immediately 
ran  down  to  the  beach  and  found  a  steamer  aground  nearly  abreast  of 
Fort  Beauregard.  The  vessel  was  ordered  to  send  a  boat  ashore, 
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which  she  did  very  promptly.  Captain  Barrett  in  the  meantime 
jumped  into  his  gig,  pulled  alongside,  hoarded  and  took  possession  of 
the  stranger,  which  proved  to  be  the  English  blockade  runner  Deer , 
from  Nassau. 

As  soon  as  the  runner’s  boat  reached  the  beach,  I  jumped  into  her, 
in  company  with  Assistant  Paymaster  Tuttle,  of  the  Cat-skill,  and  Mr. 
Mix,  of  the  Monad/nock,  and  pulled  for  the  prize,  getting  alongside 
about  a  minute  after  Captain  Barrett  had  taken  possession. 

After  communicating  with  Captain  Barrett  1  took  the  CatskilVs  gig, 
pulled  up  for  this  ship,  and  ordered  the  tug  Jonquil  to  go  with  me  to 
the  prize  and  try  and  pull  her  off  into  the  channel.  I  also  took  with 
me  Chief  Engineer  D.  B.  Macomb  and  two  of  his  assistants  to  take 
charge  of  the  runner’s  engines. 

Our  efforts  to  get  the  ship  afloat  that  night  were  unsuccessful,  and 
at  about  5  o’clock  I  left  the  prize,  Captain  Barrett  remaining  on  board, 
and  returned  to  this  ship.  Mr.  Macomb  and  his  assistants  were 
directed  to  remain  on  board  to  perform  any  duty  that  might  be 
required  of  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  E.  Belknap, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral,  Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Barrett,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Catskill. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Catskill, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C,  February  20,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  section  5  of  article  25  for  the  government  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  I  respectfully  report  that  on  the  night 
of  the  18th  of  February,  1865,  in  obedience  to  your  orders  to  assume 
the  direction  of  the  blockade  signal  lights,  to  be  made  from  the  former 
rebel  steamers  on  Sullivan's  Island,  I  repaired  on  shore  and  did  so. 

At  9  o’clock,  or  thereabouts,  of  the  same  night  an  English  blockade 
runner  came  in  and  ran  ashore  off  Colonel  Rhett’s  late  headquarters. 
I  immediately  had  my  boat  launched  and  in  company  of  Acting 
Ensign  Frederick  Elliott  repaired  on  board  and  captured  her.  She 
proved  to  be  the  Deer,  commanded  by  Captain  Wyllie,  who  surren¬ 
dered  her,  remarking,  “Well,  we  give  it  up;  she  is  your  prize. 
Strange  we  did  not  smell  the  rat,  as  we  could  not  make  out  your 
signal  on  Fort  Marshal!.'’  The  steward,  captain,  mate,  and  passen¬ 
gers  all  asserted  she  was  a  blockade  runner,  and  only  asked  to  have 
their  private  property  respected. 

I. have  reason  to  believe  that  the  captain’s  name  is  not  Wyllie,  as  he 
hesitated  to  tell  it,  and  the  same  hesitation  and  prevarication  were 
observed  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  vessel. 

A  few  minutes  after  I  reached  the  vessel’s  deck  and  she  had  been 
surrendered  to  me  by  her  captain,  Lieutenant- Commander  George  E= 
Belknap  and  Assistant  Paymaster  Horace  P.  Tuttle  came  on  board.  I 
afterward  saw  Acting  Ensign  Mix,  Chief  Engineer  Macomb,  and  the 
pilot  of  the  Cononic'usj  there  were  other  officers  on  board  whose  names 
I  do  not  know. 
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I  worked  on  the  Deer  all  night  endeavoring  to  get  her  off,  and  at 
6  a.  in.  transferred  the  command  to  Lieutenant  Charles  [W.]  Tracy, 
who  in  the  course  of  the  day  got  her  off.* 

1  can  not  state  the  names  of  the  vessels  inside  of  the  bar  at  the  time 
of  the  capture. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Barrett, 

Lieutenant-  Com  n  lander. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  Deer’s  papers  were  destroyed  by  the 
captain  as  soon  as  our  boat  was  seen.  The  captain  admits  he  is  a  law¬ 
ful  prize. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Elliott,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Catskill. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Catskill, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  February  W,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  1113-  share  in 
the  capture  of  the  English  blockade-running  steamer  Deer,  of  Liverpool : 

On  the  evening  of  the  ISth  of  February  I  was  ordered  by  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Commander  Barrett,  commanding  U.  S.  ironclad  Catskill ,  to  take 
four  men  and  proceed  on  shore  at  Sullivan’s  Island  to  arrange  the 
signals  formerly  used  by  the  rebel  forces  at  this  point.  I  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  Assistant  Paymaster  Tuttle,  of  this  ship,  and  landed  about 
7  o’clock  at  or  near  Fort  Beauregard,  and  at  once  placed  the  lights  or 
signals  at  the  proper  points.  At  or  about  10  o’clock  a  steamer  was  seen 
coming  along  the  beach,  and  I  immediately  rushed  to  the  water’s  edge 
and  launched  the  cutter  belonging  to  the  Catskill.  Here  I  was  joined 
bjr  Lieutenant-Commander  Edward  Barrett,  who  took  charge  of  the 
boat.  I  went  up  the  side  of  the  steamer  at  the  command  of  my 
superior  officer,  who  followed  me,  and  took  formal  possession  of  the 
prize,  which  was  then  aground.  I  endeavored  implicitly  to  obey  every 
order  which  was  given  me,  and  exerted  myself  to  the  utmost  to  get 
the  ship  afloat,  carrying  out  a  hedge  anchor  myself,  with  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  the  crew,  who  volunteered  to  aid  me,  but  failed  to  start  her. 
At  or  about  12  o’clock  I  was  ordered  on  shore  by  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Barrett  to  attend  the  signals,  and  remained  at  that  duty  all 
night  until  7  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant.  The  facts 
stated  above  can  be  substantiated  by  the  officers  and  men  present  at 
the  time. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Fred  Elliott, 

Acting  Ensign ,  U.  S.  JVavy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Edward  Barrett, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ironclad  Catskill. 


*  The  list  of  names  of  officers  and  men  who  boarded  the  Deer  is  omitted. 
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Capture  of  the  stranded  blockade  runner  Celt ,  zoith  valuable  cargo  of 

cotton ,  February  18 ,  1865. 

Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Barrett,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Catskill. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Catskill, 
Charleston  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  February  W,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning1  of  the  18th 
instant  I  ordered  an  officer  to  board  and  hoist  our  colors  on  the 
blockade  runner  Celt,  which  had  run  ashore  near  the  breakwater  off 
Sullivan’s  Island  two  or  three  days  before  the  evacuation  of  this  place. 
The  runner  has  a  valuable  cargo  of  cotton,  but  the  vessel  is  in  too  bad 
condition  to  be  serviceable.  1  am  of  the  opinion  that  she  can  not  be 
floated  off  without  danger  of  sinking,  and  advise  that  the  cotton  may 
be  removed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Barrett, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  board  of  survey. 

No.  99.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor,  March  10,  1865. 
Sir:  I  send  north  by  the  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina  190  bales  of  cot¬ 
ton,  which  is  part  of  "the  cargo  of  the  blockade  runner  Celt ,  which 
vessel  was  run  ashore  a  few  nights  before  the  occupation  of  this  place 
by  our  forces. 

A  survey  has  been  held  upon  the  vessel  (copy  enclosed)  and  the 
judge  of  the  district  court  at  Philadelphia  notified. 

The  remaining  portion  of  the  cargo  will  be  sent  north  as  soon  as  it 
can  be  recovered  from  the  wreck. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  JVavy. 


Report  of  board  of  survey  on  the  bull,  boilers,  and  machinery. 

U.  S,  S.  Sonoma, 

Charleston  Harbor,  S  C. ,  March  9,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  8th  instant,  we  have  held  a 
,  strict  and  careful  survey  upon  the  hull,  boilers,  and  machinery  of  the 
prize  steamer  Celt  and  respectfully  report: 

The  Celt  lies  stranded  on  the  beach  at  Sullivan’s  Island,  back  broken, 
and  full  of  water,  and  decks  ripped  up.  The  machinery  is  in  an  irrep¬ 
arable  condition;  some  few  pieces  might  be  removed  and  be  of  serv¬ 
ice.  Boilers  arc  mostly  below  water,  but  judging  from  the  condition 
of  those  parts  visible,  we  are  of  the  opinion  they  are  not  worth  the 
expense  of  removing. 
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We  therefore  report  the  hull,  boilers,  and  machinery  of  the  steamer 
Celt  as  unavailable  for  service  or  use  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Trios.  Scott  Fillebrown, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 
W.  T.  Gillespie, 

Acting  Master. 
Robert  Mulready, 

Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Barrett ,  U  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
raising  of  the  fag  over  the  wrecks  off  Sullivan's  and  Long  islands 
February  18,  1865. 

U.  S.  S.  Catskill, 

Off  Charleston,  June  If,  1865. 

I  respectfully  state  that  on  the  18th  February,  1865,  the  day  of 
the  evacuation  of  Charleston,  I  caused  the  flag  to  be  hoisted  over  all 
the  wrecks  off  Sullivan’s  Island  and  Long  Island.  They  were  taken 
possession  of  in  the  name  of  the  Navy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Barrett, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Lee, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Geranium,  to  proceed  on  scouting 
expedition  to  Santee  River. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Off  Charleston,  February  19,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  at  once  on  the  receipt  of  this  to  the  Santee, 
and  anchor  within  its  entrance  if  there  is  water  enough  for  your 
vessel. 

You  will  tow  the  launches  Lilly  and  Eva  there  and  use  them  to 
mark  the  channel  and  buoy  it  for  the  McDonough.  When  the  latter 
heaves  in  sight,  send  word  to  her  commander  of  the  state  of  the  bar, 
and  whether  it  is  passable  by  the  McDonough. 

Your  business  will  be  to  scout  the  river  and  ascertain  the  practicabil¬ 
ity  of  ascending  it.  You  will  not,  however,  pass  any  batteries,  or 
attack  them  until  ordered  to  do  so.  Your  general  operations  will  be 
directed  by  the  McDonough ,  or,  if  that  steamer  can  not  enter,  by  the 
senior  officer  at  Georgetown. 

I  am  told  that  the  snags  are  very  bad;  look  out  for  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Ensign  David  Lee, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Geranium. 

N  w  r — vol  16 - 17 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Belknap ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 

surrender  of  Charleston. 


U.  S.  S.  Canonicus, 

Charleston  Roads ,  S.  C. ,  February  19,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  night  of  the  17th 
instant  I  had  the  advance  picket  duty  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor 
with  the  vessel  under  my  command. 

Throughout  the  night  our  batteries  on  Cumming’s  Point  shelled  the 
rebel  works  on  the  western  end  of  Sullivan’s  Island,  the  enemy  reply¬ 
ing  with  an  occasional  shot  from  Fort  Moultrie  during  the  first  watch. 

During  the  mid  and  morning  watches  heavy  fires  broke  out  in  the 
city,  and  heavy  explosions  were  heard  now  and  then  in  the  direction 
of  the  town,  as  well  as  on  James  Island. 

At  daylight  I  put  the  ship  underway  and  steamed  up  toward  Moul¬ 
trie,  but  the  air  was  so  full  of  haze  and  smoke  that  nothing  could  be 
seen  until  after  7  o’clock  a.  m. 


At  about  7:45  a.  m.  the  sun  cleared  the  atmosphere  a  little,  and 
approaching  within  long  range  of  Moultrie,  1  threw  two  shells  into 
that  work.  Eliciting  no  response,  I  dispatched  a  tug  to  the  John 
Adams  to  inform  Captain  Scott  that  I  could  discover  no  movements 
on  the  island. 

The  rebel  flag  was  still  flying,  however,  on  Moultrie  as  well  as  on 
Castle  Pinckney  and  in  the  city.  At  this  time,  also,  a  magazine  blew 
up  in  Battery  Bee. 

Believing  from  these  facts  that  a  party  of  the  enemy  were  still  on 
the  island,  destroying  their  stores,  magazines,  etc, ,  I  did  not  deem  it 
prudent  to  risk  a  boat’s  crew  on  shore;  nor,  with  the  recent  fate  of 
the  Patapsco  before  our  eyes,  did  I  think  it  proper  to  risk  the  ship  in 
a  simple  reconnoissance  by  standing  farther  up  the  channel. 

In  the  meantime  the  Mahopac,  the  supporting  monitor,  weighed  her 
anchor  and  came  up  the  channel  near  this  ship. 

After  sending  the  tug  to  communicate  with  Captain  Scott,  I  steamed 
slowly  down  toward  Wagner  buoy.  When  abreast  of  the  buoy  a 
boat  was  observed  to  push  off  from  Cumming’s  Point  and  pull  toward 
Sumter,  and  a  few  minutes  later  a  boat  showing'  a  white  flag'  was 
discovered  pulling  over  from  Sullivan’s  Island. 

I  immediately  put  the  ship  about,  steamed  up  the  channel  at  full 
speed,  and  sent  an  armed  boat  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  R.  E.  Anson 
to  land  at  Moultrie  and  take  possession. 

The  army  boat,  and  one  from  the  Mahopac,  had,  in  the  meantime, 
communicated  with  the  boat  from  the  island,  and  were  now  pulling1  in 
for  the  fort  also. 


The  army  boat  having  the  start  reached  the  shore  first,  when  Mr 
Anson  kept  away  and  pulled  down  to  Battery  [Fort]  Beauregard, 
landed  and  hoisted  the  flag  upon  that  work.  The  Mahopac’ s  boat 
taking  the  opposite  direction,  soon  put  the  national  colors  upon  Bat¬ 
tery  Bee.  1 

About  9  o’clock  a.  m.  I  boarded  and  took  possession  of  the  English 
blockade  runner  Sylph  or  Celt ,  which  ran  ashore  abreast  of  Moultrie 
on  the  night  of  the  14th  instant,  coming  out  of  the  harbor  with  a  cargo 
ot  cotton.  I  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  hoist  a  flag  upon  her. 

I  here  are  in  Fort  Beauregard  eleven  guns,  of  the  following  classes 
and  calibers,  viz:  One  X-inch,  three  VIIFinch,  and  three  Vi-inch 
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smoothbore,  one  8-inch  and  two  6^-inch  rifled  guns.  All  these  guns 
are  in  serviceable  condition,  except  the  8-inch  rifle  and  one  6i-inch 
rifle,  which  are  spiked. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  E.  Belknap, 
Lieutenant-  Commander 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Schimmelfennig ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to 
Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U  S.  Navy ,  requesting  the  temporary 
services  of  naval  officers  for  transport  duty. 

Hdqrs.  Northern  Dist.,  Dept.  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Charleston ,  S.  C.,  February  19,  1865. 
Admiral:  I  have  taken  possession  of  two  small  steamers  lying  up 
the  Ashley  and  Cooper  rivers,  respectively.  There  also  is  a  damaged 
steamboat  lying  off  Johnson’s  Point.  I  am  badly  in  want  of  transpor¬ 
tation,  but  have  not  the  engineers  and  officers  to  manage  them.  You 
would  greatly  oblige  me  if  you  could  furnish  sufficient  number  of 
engineers,  etc.,  to  bring  these  steamers  to  the  dock  and  ply  them  for 
a  day  or  so,  when  I  can  relieve  them. 

The  enemy,  I  learn,  have  retired  to  the  other  side  of  the  Santee 
River,  leaving  scouting  parties  in  their  rear  to  bring  up  cattle  and 
stragglers. 

We  have  discovered  a  large  amount  of  property  in  the  city,  but  1 
believe  much  remains  yet  concealed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Schimmelfennig, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Montell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Rotomska,  regarding  position  assumed  for  the  support  of  army 
picket. 

U.  S.  S.  POTOMSKA, 

Cooper  River,  above  Magnolia  Bend,  February  19,  1865. 
Sir:  I  beg  most  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  in  obedience  to 
orders  I  moved  up  here  last  night  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the 
advance  picket  line  of  the  Federal  Army,  where  I  shall  remain  until 
further  orders  from  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  Montell, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Montell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Potomska ,  regarding  shots  exchanged  at  Magnolia  Pend ,  Cooper 

River. 

U.  S.  S.  POTOMSKA, 

Magnolia  Bend,  Cooper  River,  S.  C.,  February  W,  1865. 

Sir:  1  beg  most  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  this  morning  at 
3:45  a  volley  of  musketry  (numbering  as  near  as  we  could  judge  of 
about  40  muskets)  was  fired  into  us  from  a  plantation  on  the  bank  of 
the  river.  The  battery  being  all  ready  and  the  guns’  crews  at  quarters, 
we  immediately  discharged  our  port  broadside  guns  (32-pounders  of 
57  hundredweight)  and  our  rifle  (20-pounder  Parrott)  aimed  in  the 
direction  from  which  the  volley  was  fired.  We  discharged  several 
stand  of  grape  and  a  few  5-second  shell.  This  plantation  was  deserted 
yesterday  morning  at  11  o’clock.  The  slaves,  as  I  understand,  were 
herded  together  the  night  previous  for  the  purpose  of  being  trans¬ 
ported  to  Georgetown  by  the  way  of  the  Georgetown  and  old  ferry 
road,  but  several  succeeded  in  escaping  from  their  masters.  From 
the  unintelligibility  and  seeming  unwillingness  on  their  part  to  impart 
much  information,  I  have  been  unable  to  procure  the  information 
desired,  but  will  endeavor  to  ascertain  during  the  day  the  full  partic¬ 
ulars.  This  plantation  belongs  to  one  Colonel  Singleton,  a  rank 
secessionist,  and  who  has  often  boasted  of  going  on  Long  Island  and 
shooting  our  pickets. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  Montell, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S. 

Navy. 

Navy  Department,  February  20,  1865. 
Sir:  Order  the  Monad/nock  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads. 

Very  respectful^,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Corndg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Gillmore,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  requesting  a  reconnoissance  by  gunboats  in 
the  Santee  River. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C. ,  February  21,  1865. 
Admiral:  I  am  moving  a  force  out  on  the  Northeastern  Railroad 
toward  the  Santee  River,  in  order  to  have  supplies  there  for  General 
Sherman,  should  he  require  them.  If  it  be  practicable  to  ascend  the 
Santee  River  with  transports,  it  would  cover  my  movement  and  open 
up  even  a  better  line  for  sending  supplies  on  than  the  railroad.  Could 
you  send  some  gunboats  upon  a  reconnoissance,  in  order  to  get  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  the  character  of  that  stream?  Deserters  report  the  battery 
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at  Georgetown  to  be  abandoned  by  the  enemy.  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
send  a  few  hundred  men  there  to-morrow,  and  request,  if  convenient, 
that  a  couple  of  gunboats  be  detailed  to  accompany  them.  Will  you 
please  inform  me  if  this  can  be  done? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  Gillmore, 
Major-  General ,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Daiilgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Charleston ,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Bahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General 

Gillmore ,  TJ.  S.  Army,  responding  to  his  request  for  cooperation  in 

Santee  River. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Charleston  ,  S.  C. ,  February  22,  1865. 

General:  I  am  just  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  to-day, 
stating  that  you  are  about  to  move  a  force  toward  the  Santee  River, 
and  asking  if  I  could  send  some  gunboats  on  a  reconnoissance  in  that 
river. 

In  reply  1  am  able  to  inform  you  that  with  a  view  to  a  communica¬ 
tion  with  General  Sherman  1  had  already  placed  two  gunboats  inside 
the  harbor  of  Georgetown,  and  have  ordered  other  vessels  there  to  be 
in  readiness  for  any  movement  that  might  be  of  use  to  General 
Sherman. 

The  Santee  has  but  little  depth  at  its  bar,  and  I  am  therefore  obliged 
to  send  such  vessels  as  can  enter. 

The  Geranium,  a  tug  of  about  6  or  7  feet  draft,  was  sent  there  with 
two  howitzer  launches  to  pioneer  the  way  for  the  McDonough  and  to 
examine  the  channel,  as  well  as  the  road  to  Georgetown. 

I  just  learn  that  the  Geranium  finds  it  too  rough,  and  is  now  at 
Georgetown  awaiting  an  opportunity  to  get  into  the  Santee,  but  she 
will  no  doubt  obey  the  orders  as  soon  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so. 

Am  I  to  understand  that  the  gunboats  are  to  accompany  the  troops 
from  this  place  to  Georgetown,  or  after  they  reach  that  place?  Orders 
for  either  will  be  given,  if  you  will  please  to  let  me  know  what  you 
desire. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Major-General  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Creigh¬ 
ton,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Mingoe ,  in  view  of  the  reported 
abandonment  of  the  battery  at  Georgetown,  8.  C. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  February  22, 1865. 
Sir:  I  am  informed  by  General  Gillmore  that  the  battery  at  George¬ 
town  has  been  abandoned;  if  so,  I  have  no  doubt  you  are  in  possession 
of  it. 
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If  not,  I  send  you  150  marines,  which,  with  some  seamen,  may  be 
able  to  get  into  the  fort,  unless  it  is  held  by  a  superior  force. 

In  this,  3Tou  will  use  your  judgment.  The  Pawnee  is  on  the  way  up. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  J.  B.  Creighton, 

Commanding  17.  S.  S.  Mingoe. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  for  a  survey  and  report  of  the  obstructions  in  Charleston 

Harbor. 

Navy  Department,  February  22,  1865. 

Sir:  Have  a  careful  and  accurate  survey  made  of  all  the  obstruc¬ 
tions  in  Charleston  Harbor,  and  report  the  result  to  the  Department, 
forwarding  with  your  report  diagrams  and  descriptions,  so  that  the 
position  and  nature  of  the  obstructions  may  be  understood. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Charleston ,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Nary ,  to  Lieutenant-  Com¬ 
mander  Williams ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  for  measures  of  protection  against 
expected  raids  of  the  enemy  at  Mount  Pleasant ,  Charleston  Harbor. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 
Charleston  Harbor ,  F'ebruary  22,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  detachment  of  men  from  the  Shen¬ 
andoah,  Sonoma ,  and  Chenango  on  board  the  Harvest  Moon ,  to  the 
mouth  of  Hog  Island  Channel,  [Charleston  Harbor].  Land  the  men 
as  near  as  possible  to  Mount  Pleasant  for  the  protection  of  that  place 
to-night. 

It  is  reported  that  the  enemy  intends  making  a  raid  to-night;  100 
men  have  been  detailed  from  the  three  vessels.  Get  the  pilot  from 
the  Mahopac. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander  E.  P.  Williams,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Detailed  report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
naval  operations  in  Bulks  Bay,  and  the  evacuation  of  Charleston, 

S.  C. 

No.  72.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  February  22,  1865. 
Sir:  In  my  last  report  I  informed  the  Department  of  the  naval 
operations  that  were  going  on  in  the  Combahee,  Togodo,  Wadmelaw, 
and  Stono. 
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The  expedition  to  Bull’s  Bay  was  merely  announced  as  having  begun. 

On  the  night  of  the  11th  of  February  I  left  Charleston  Roads  and 
arrived  off  Bull’s  Bay  about  2  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  12th, 
having  assembled  a  large  force  of  steamers  to  assist  with  their  cannon, 
boats,  and  men  in  the  movement,  such  as  the  Shenandoah ,  Juniata , 
Canandaigua ,  State  of  Georgia ,  with  the  Pawnee ,  Sonoma ,  Ottawa , 
Winona,  Wando ,  Geranium ,  and  Iris ,  and  launches,  with  howitzers,  to 
cover  the  landing,  and  a  number  of  boats  were  brought  along  with  a 
detachment  of  sailors  and  three  howitzers  for  field  service. 

The  arrangements  were  all  so  complete  and  well  timed  that  by  day¬ 
light  the  steamers  and  the  detachment  of  troops  in  transports  under 
General  Potter  steamed  along  the  channel  and  anchored  in  Bull’s  Bay. 

The  naval  force  was  in  three  divisions  to  facilitate  the  work.  Cap¬ 
tain  Ridgely  had  the  division  of  heavy  steamers,  which  remained 
outside  and  sent  in  boats  and  men. 

Captain  Stanly  had  the  division  that  included  the  boats  and  howitzers 
afloat  and  ashore.  Captain  Baleh  had  the  division  of  light  steamers 
inside. 

The  shoalness  of  the  water,  and  the  inability  to  procure  any  guides, 
interposed  the  first  obstacle.  If  any  channels  did  exist  they  were  to 
be  discovered  and  marked.  General  Potter  and  Captains  Stanly  and 
Baleh  set  about  this  task  with  zeal  and  energy. 

I  -was  soon  compelled  to  leave  in  consequence  of  the  arrival  of  an 
aid-de-camp  from  General  Gillmore,  then  at  Port  Royal,  stating  that 
dispatches  had  arrived  from  General  Sherman,  which,  being  in  cipher, 
General  Gillmore  could  not  read,  and  he  supposed  I  should  be  able  to 
do  so,  as  I  had  the  key  from  General  Sherman.  It  seemed  better  for 
me  to  meet  General  Gillmore,  so  as  to  be  able  to  make,  without  dela}1-, 
any  arrangements  which  General  Sherman  might  have  called  for.  I 
therefore  steamed  to  Port  Royal,  leaving  Captain  Ridgely  in  charge 
of  the  naval  operations  at  Bull’s  Ba}-. 

On  the  13th  was  at  Port  Royal,  and  communicated  with  General 
Gillmore;  the  attempts  to  decipher  the  dispatches  were  not  effectual 
until  next  day. 

On  the  15th  I  reached  Charleston  and  found  no  change  in  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  rebel  positions  there. 

On  the  16th  I  was  at  Bull’s  Bay.  Persevering  efforts  had  not 
yet  been  able  to  find  a  channel  to  the  landing  even  for  boats.  The 
Ottawa  had  contrived  to  work  up  a  narrow  and  shallow  passage  so  that 
her  pivot  cannon  could  reach  a  line  of  works  near  the  water,  and  the 
launches  had  got  near  enough  to  make  their  howitzers  tell,  one  of 
which  was  disabled  by  a  rebel  shot  striking  its  carriage. 

I  now  dispatched  tiie  Pawnee  and  Winona  to  South  Edisto  to  estab¬ 
lish  communications  with  General  Hatch,  who  was  moving  upon 
Willstown. 

On  the  17th  February  I  was  in  Stono,  where  another  movement  was 
to  be  made  upon  the  rebel  position.  In  the  afternoon  General  Schim- 
melfennig  came  on  board  and  the  operations  for  the  night  were 
agreed  on. 

The  ironclad  Lehigh,  gunboat  Wissahickon ,  and  a  mortar  schooner 
were  sent  up  the  Stono  to  press  the  rebel  right  flank,  and  the  gunboat 
McDonough ,  with  a  mortar  schooner,  up  the  Folly  branch  to  bear  on 
their  left'  flank,  while  General  Schimmelfennig,  with  his  column, 
moved  on  their  front  from  his  position  on  Cole’s  Island. 
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I  also  dispatched  an  order  to  Lieutenant  Hayward,  commanding  the 
naval  battery  of  Xl-inch  guns  at  Cumming’s  Point,  to  open  on  Sulli¬ 
van’s  Island  and  lire  continually  through  the  night.  The  contiguous 
batteries  were  likewise  put  in  operation  by  General  Schinnnelfennig. 

The  advance  monitors  were  directed  to  fire  on  Moultrie,  but  a  heavy 
gale  made  such  a  surf  that  my  aid  did  not  deem  it  safe  to  pass  a  boat 
through  it. 

During  the  night  our  cannonading  was  sharp  and  continuous,  the 
rebels  replying  from  Moultrie  with  a  few  guns,  but  ceased  as  the 
night  wore  on.  In  fact  the  main  body  had  left  the  island  about  8 
o’clock,  except  a  party  of  150  men,  who  were  to  keep  up  a  fire,  and 
thus  delay  our  knowledge  of  the  evacuation. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th  the  keen  anticipations  of  a  retreat  by 
the  rebels  found  strong  confirmation  in  appearances,  and  at  early  light 
a  boat  from  Morris  Island  and  another  from  the  vessels  realized  the  fact. 

The  rebel  garrisons  had  gone,  and  there  was  nothing  to  be  done  but 
to  pass  from  one  work  to  another  and  find  it  deserted. 

The  scouting  officer  (Acting  Master  Gifford)  and  the  two  tugs  on 
duty  entered  the  harbor,  touching  at  the  various  fortified  points  and 
at  Mount  Pleasant,  where  the  mayor  of  that  place  tendered  the  submis 
sion  of  himself  and  coadjutors  to  the  Union. 

As  writing  materials  formed  no  part  of  the  equipment  of  a  scout, 
this  acknowledgment  was  written  in  pencil  on  the  back  of  a  small 
pocket  map  of  Virginia  which  Mr.  Gifford  had  picked  up  in  Sumter, 
quite  as  valid  as  if  emblazoned  on  the  fairest  parchment.  The  words 
ran  thus: 

The  intendant  and  wardens  of  Mount  Pleasant  desire  to  say  that  they  acknowledge 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  ask  protection  for  their  persons  and  property. 

Henry  S.  Tarr,  Intendant. 

F.  Gregorie, 

L.  A.  Edmond. 

Rev.  J.  K.  Fall. 

Rev.  D.  McUchem. 

Sami,.  Togastie. 

Castle  Pinckney  was  also  first  entered  by  a  naval  officer,  and  I  trans¬ 
mit  the  rebel  standard  taken  from  it  by  him. 

I  was  at  Stono,  a  few  miles  distant,  occupied  with  the  movement 
upon  James  Island,  when  a  telegram  reached  me  about  11  o’clock, 
stating  that  there  were  signs  of  an  evacuation,  upon  which  the  flag¬ 
ship  was  steamed  around  to  Charleston  Roads,  passed  between  Sumter 
and  Moultrie,  and  up  the  harbor  to  the  city  batteries  on  Cooper  River, 
under  the  guidance  of  a  mate  captured  from  a  blockade  runner  a  few 
nights  since,  who  professed  to  know  the  course  that  would  take  the 
steamer  clear  of  all  impediments. 

The  powerful  and  compact  defenses  on  Sullivan’s  Island,  the  shape- 
less  but  still  formidable  ruins  of  Sumter,  the  ample  and  numerous 
battei ies  clustered  about  Fort  Johnson,  Castle  Pinckney,  so  recent] v 
converted  into  a  sandwork,  and  the  heavy  water  batteries  that  lim'd 
the  wharves  of  the  city  were  all  deserted  by  the  rebel  forces,  leaving 
behind  them  the  greatest  prize  of  all,  Charleston  itself,  to  the  care  of 
the  flag,  the  presence  of  which  now  betokened  constitutional  and  right¬ 
ful  rule  once  more  restored  to  this  stronghold  of  the  rebellion.  ° 

As  the  flagship  passed  along  through  the  fleet  the  captains  of  the 
various  vessels  had  come  on  board,  and  after  anchoring  we  landed 
and  walked  along  some  of  the  principal  streets. 
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The  houses  were  all  closed,  and  save  some  foreigners  of  the  labor¬ 
ing  class  and  a  few  negroes  the  streets  were  deserted.  But  there  was 
nothing  to  indicate  the  ravages  of  war,  save  here  and  there  where  a 
ritle  shot  from  our  distant  batteries  had  scarred  some  dwellings. 

General  Schimmelfennig  had  been  occupied  during  the  night  of  the 
17th  in  pressing  the  rebel  position  on  James  Island,  and  had  been 
resisted  with  pertinacity,  but  it  was  not  until  daylight  that  he  advanced 
on  perceiving  that  the  enemy  had  retreated.  Then  he  marched  on 
across  the  island  and  tinally  reached  the  Ashley  River  opposite  the 
west  front  of  the  city,  where  he  crossed. 

The  Government  of  the  U nion  is  therefore  once  more  restored  over 
this  quarter,  after  a  protracted  resistance  of  nearly  four  years. 

Why  the  c i ty  was  abandoned  by  the  rebel  leaders  at  this  time  I  am 
unable  to  perceive.  The  army  of  General  Sherman  is  at  Columbia, 
and  still  manifestly  bent  on  following  its  march  on  an  interior  line; 
there  was  no  probability  of  its  turning  to  fasten  on  Charleston,  and  it 
had  passed  the  point  where  such  a  deviation  was  to  be  expected. 
There  was  no  well-grounded  apprehension,  therefore,  of  being  cut  off 
and  captured  by  that  army. 

In  the  front  the  land  forces  of  this  Department  that  could  be  brought 
against  this  city  did  not  probably  exceed  6,000  men;  while  the  rebels 
had  about  10,000*  in  the  various  defenses  of  the  city,  the  harbor,  and 
the  approaches.  There  was  certainly  no  reason  to  suppose  that  they 
could  not  continue  to  maintain  their  almost  impregnable  works  as  they 
had  done. 

The  fear  of  being  cut  off  from  supplies  of  food  should  not  have  pro¬ 
duced  such  a  result,  for  I  learn  incidentally  that  the  country  immedi¬ 
ately  around  still  contained  sufficient  rice  and  other  supplies  to  have 
sustained  the  rebel  force  until  General  Sherman  had  passed,  when  the 
more  remote  regions  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  would  again  be 
accessible  at  least  by  the  county  roads. 

To  say  that  Charleston  would  be  abandoned  in  order  to  save  a  garri¬ 
son  of  10,000  men,  which,  however  effective  to  hold  strong  works 
would  be  of  small  account  in  the  field,  seems  to  be  placing  the  value  of 
the  city  at  a  low  standard  in  all  points  of  view,  political,  military,  and 
financial. 

To  me  the  fall  of  Charleston  seems  scarcely  less  important  than  that 
of  Richmond.  It  is  the  last  seaport  by  which  it  can  be  made  sure  that 
a  bale  of  cotton  can  go  abroad.  Hence  the  rebel  loan  and  credit  are 
at  an  end.  Our  own  credit  must  improve  accordingly.  Then  the  fall 
of  the  city  enables  the  Navy  Department  to  reduce  its  force  afloat  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  reduce  the  public  expense  materially. 

From  the  outer  world  the  rebellion  is  effectually  isolated,  leaving 
not  the  shadow  of  a  pretext  for  the  interference  or  even  notice  of  any 
foreign  power;  the  trouble  is  purely  domestic,  tinally,  the  fiction  of 
belligerent  powers  and  of  a  neutrality  which  excludes  the  United 
States  vessels  of  war  from  foreign  ports  ends  also,  together  with  the 
pretext  that  the  piracies  on  the  ocean  can  any  longer  be  admitted  as 
the  exercise  of  a  belligerent  right;  that  is,  as  privateering.  And  this 
admits  of  an  immediate  understanding  with  the  powers  that  have 
allowed  this  strange  proceeding.  _ 

I  have  thus  given  the  Department  a  rapid  and  brief  sketch  ot  the 
events  that  immediately  attended  the  possession  of’  Charleston  by  the 

*1  understand  this  to  be  the  opinion  of  General  Schimmelfennig. 
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Union  forces,  without  sufficient  leisure  to  make  it  as  full  and  complete 
as  the  Department  might  desire. 

With  this  paper  I  transmit  such  of  the  reports*  from  commanding 
officers  as  have  been  received.  They  will  exhibit  to  the  Department 
the  exertions  of  the  officers  and  their  commands  to  carryout  my  wishes. 
It  is  needless  for  me  to  say  how  faithfully  this  has  been  done,  and  I 
have  only  to  bestow  my  hearty  commendation  on  these  gentlemen  and 
their  crews  for  the  untiring  zeal  and  energy  which  they  have  given  to 
their  duties. 

The  gale  of  Friday  night  alone  prevented  the  monitors  from  bestow¬ 
ing  their  parting  compliments  to  the  retreating  rebels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  JJ.  S. 
Navy ,  naming  vessels  to  be  sent  north. 

Navy  Department,  February  23,  1865. 
Sir:  Order  the  Mohican  to  New  York  and  the  Shenandoah  and  Ticon- 
deroga  to  Philadelphia. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  V.  S.  Navy,  in  pursuance  of  inf or- 
mation  from  the  Department  regarding  the  expected  approach  of  the 
C.  S.  ram  Stonewall. 


Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C. ,  Bebruary  23,  1865. 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  February  11,  1865. 

Sir:  The  Department  hastens  to  advise  you  that  information  has  been  received  of 
the  transfer  to  the  rebels  of  the  ram  built  at  Bordeaux. 

The  dispatch  from  the  consul  at  Nantes  communicating  this  information  is  dated 
the  28th  ultimo.  The  ram  was  then  at  the  island  of  Houat,  and  preparing  to  leave 
immediately.  Her  destination  is  doubtless  some  point  on  our  coast,  and  it  behooves 
y°?  to  be  prepared  against  surprise,  as  she  is  represented  to  be  formidable  and  capable 
of  indicting  serious  injury. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


In  pursuance  of  this  information  from  the  Navy  Department,  the 
Monadnock  will  be  directed  to  take  post  in  Wassa w,  the  Canonicus 
and  Mahopac  in  Port  Royal,  and  the  Catskill  and  Nantucket  will  remain 
in  Charleston. 


*  Placed  in  chronological  order. 
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Steamers  will  be  detailed  to  cruise  along  the  coast  and  communicate 
the  first  intelligence  of  such  a  vessel.  Should  it  make  its  appearance, 
it  is  not  to  be  lost  sight  of  by  the  vessels  of  the  squadron,  but  must  be 
followed  by  as  many  of  them  as  can  be  collected  and  attacked  when  it 
can  be  done  properly.  Word  must  be  sent  to  the  nearest  monitors, 
and  they  will  steam  out  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  to  capture  the 
ram. 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Smith  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  IT.  S. 

Navy ,  giving  extract  from  private  letter/ 1  regarding  G.  S.  ram  Stone¬ 
wall. 

Navy  Department,  February  ttf  1865. 

Sir:  The  following-  has  been  communicated  to  me  b}r  the  Secretary 
of  State  as  an  extract  from  a  letter  dated  the  2d  instant  from  an  Amer¬ 
ican  lady  in  Europe,  it  having  reference  to  the  rebel  ram  to  which 
your  attention  has  been  called  and  which  at  the  last  dates  was  at  Ferrol, 
in  Spain: 

Yon  must  look  for  trouble  soon.  The  rebels  have  bought  and  paid  the  money 
down  for  a  splendid  screw  steamer,  built  at  Nantes,  and  she  has  sailed,  manned  and 
equipped,  to  raise  the  siege  of  Charleston.  Our  old  friend  Barron  is  here,  as  the 
agent  of  the  rebel  Navy,  and  he  told  Edward  this  yesterday,  and  he  told  me  inad¬ 
vertently. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Charleston ,  S.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  IT.  S. 
Navy ,  in  relation  to  the  Department's  proposed  reduction  of  expenses 
in  maintenance  of  the  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  February  1865. 

Sir:  The  Department  is  of  opinion  that  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher  and 
Charleston  will  enable  it  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  maintenance  of 
the  Navy. 

You  will  therefore  send  north  such  purchased  vessels  as  appear  by 
surveys  to  require  very  extensive  repairs  and  such  as  are,  in  your 
opinion,  the  most  inefficient  and  all  those  no  longer  required. 

1  These  will  probably  be  sold  or  laid  up.  You  will  also  send  home 
any  stores  that  are  not  required.  Further  requisitions  must  be  care¬ 
fully  examined  before  approval,  and  the  commanders  of  squadrons  are 
expected  to  use  every  possible  exertion  and  care  to  reduce  the 
expenses  of  their  squadrons. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  W elles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Charleston ,  S.  C. 
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Report,  of  Commander  Creighton ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  evacuation 
of  Fort  White,  Pedee  River,  South  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Mingoe, 

Off  Fort  White,  Pedee  River,  S.  G.,  February  2  f  1865. 

Sir:  The  deserters  from  the  rebel  camp  informed  me  yesterday 
morning  of  the  evacuation  of  Fort  White.  I  got  underway  and  stood 
up  the  river,  moving  very  slowly,  for  I  had  no  other  guide  than  a  con¬ 
traband  that  had  been  upon  the  river  here,  Prince,  my  pilot,  being 
with  the  Geranium  for  the  purpose  of  sounding  out  Santee  bar. 
After  getting  within  1|  miles  of  the  battery  I  sent  my  boats  out  for 
the  purpose  of  feeling  for  torpedoes.  Finding  none,  I  pushed  on  and 
came  up  abreast  of  the  fort.  I  fired  three  rounds  into  it  and  found  no 
response.  I  manned  all  boats  and  sent  them  to  the  fort  in  charge  of 
my  executive  officer,  Mr.  Congdon.  He  returned  in  about  two  hours, 
reporting  that  the  fort  had  been  evacuated  and  was  a  very  large  one, 
containing  fifteen  guns,  three  of  which  are  X-inch  columbiads,  two  18- 
pounders,  four  32-pounder  Brooke  rifles,  five  24-pounder  smoothbore, 
and  one  12-pounder,  and  that  there  are  large  quantities  of  shell  and 
shot,  but  no  powder.  The  guns  were  found  spiked  when  he  landed 
with  three-cornered  files.  Some  other  deserters  came  on  board  and 
say  that  some  of  General  Sherman’s  army  are  about  12  miles  from 
here  on  the  Black  River.  It  is  my  intention  to  dismantle  this  fort  by 
burning  the  gun  carriages  and  firing  all  the  woodwork  about,  and 
sweep  for  torpedoes.  After  that  is  accomplished  I  shall  move  ud  to 
Georgetown,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Blakeley  Creighton, 

Commander. 

Captain  H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Commanding  II.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 

P-  S. — I  have  15  deserters  now  on  board  and  they  are  very  much  in 
my  way.  I  woulu  like  them  to  be  sent  to  you  for  transportation  to 
the  admiral;  also  2  contrabands. 

J.  B.  C. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  dis¬ 
patching  of  monitors  to  Rear-Adm  iral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

N°-  T9.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  February  25,  1865. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  instructions  contained  in  the  Department’s  com¬ 
munication  of  February  8,  “to  send  two  of  the  Passaic  class  of  moni¬ 
tors  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,”  I  would  respectfully  state  that  the 
Sangamon  left  this  port  on  the  23d  instant,  with  orders  to  report  to 
the  senior  officer  off  Wilmington. 

f  he  Montauk  left  here  at  the  request  of  Admiral  Porter,  of  which 
the  Department  was  notified.  The  departure  of  the  Sangamon,  there¬ 
fore,  fulfills  the  directions  of  the  Department. 
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If  I  am  mistaken  in  this  respect,  another  monitor  will  be  dispatched 
on  hearing  the  views  of  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear- Admiral ,  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  announcing  the  arrived 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Chenango  at  Charleston ,  S.  C. 

No.  78.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  February  25,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  to  announce  to  the  Department  the  arrival  at  this  port 
on  the  20th  instant  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Chenango ,  Lieutenant-Commander 
George  U.  Morris,  commanding,  and  have  assigned  her  to  duty  in  this 
command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Watson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  salt  works  on  Palmetto  Point ,  Bulks  Bay. 

U.  S.  Schooner  James  S.  Chambers, 

Bulks  Bay ,  South  Carolina ,  February  25,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  sent  an  expedition  from  this 
vessel  on  the  23d  instant  to  Palmetto  Point,  on  the  mainland,  in  charge 
of  Acting  Master  William  L.  Bowers,  and  destroyed  and  rendered 
useless  for  further  operation  three  extensive  salt  works. 

The  result  of  the  expedition  was  the  destruction  of  100  pans  and 
boilers,  a  large  quantity  of  salt,  brine  vats,  two  windmill  pumps,  and 
numerous  sheds  and  outbuildings. 

Hoping  the  above  will  meet  with  your  approval, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Watson, 

Acting  Afaster ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Schimmelfennig ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  the 
commanding  naval  officer  in  Charleston  Harbor ,  requesting  coopera- 
tion  in  the  protection  of  the  railroad  trestle,  Santee  River. 

Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston ,  S.  C.,  February  25,  1865 — 3  a.  m. 

Sir:  I  have  received  information  to  the  effect  that  the  main  force  of 
the  rebel  army  has  not  yet  crossed  Santee  River,  and  that  the  exten¬ 
sive  trestlework  of  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  river  and  through  the 
marsh  has  not  yet  been  destroyed. 
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By  following  up  the  enemy  very  rapidly,  we  may  perhaps  yet  save  it. 

I  have  given  orders  to  General  Potter  to  do  so,  although  the 
enemy’s  force  is  five  times  as  large  as  his. 

I  shall  send  one  of  the  tinclads  (Savannah) ,  with  the  proper  num¬ 
ber  of  men,  at  9  o’clock  a.  m.  to-morrow  up  Cooper  River  to  the 
head  of  navigation  (Santee  Canal,  Monk’s  Corner).  This  is  very  near 
to  where  the  trestlework  commences. 

As  General  Potter  has  but  one  section  of  artillery  with  him,  I  would 
beg  you  for  the  cooperation  of  one  or  two  gunboats  to  follow  the  tin- 
clad,  and  to  open  fire  in  an  easterly  direction  whenever  the  tinclad 
opens.  This  is  merely  to  make  a  noise,  alarm  the  enemy,  and  hasten 
his  retreat. 

The  river  has  between  6  and  7  feet  of  water  at  the  point  of  destina¬ 
tion  (the  head  of  navigation). 

I  have  secured  the  services  of  a  good  pilot  (Mr.  Anderson),  who 
will  be  with  the  tinclad  Savannah. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servant. 

A.  SciIIMMELFENNIG, 

Brigadier -  General ,  Commanding  District. 

Commanding  Officer,  U.  S.  Naval  Forces, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier-  General 
Schimmelfennig ,  U.  S.  Army ,  acceding  to  reguest  for  cooperation 
of  gunboats  in  Santee  River. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston ,  February  to,  1865. 

General:  I  am  just  in  receipt  (7  a.  m.)  of  your  communication  of 
3  a.  m.  this  morning,  stating  that  you  will  send  troops  up  the  Cooper 
River,  and  requesting  that  one  or  two  gunboats  may  accompany  them. 
The  time  fixed  is  9  a.  m.  to-morrow  (Sunday,  26). 

The  Chenango  and  Sonoma  will  be  ordered.  They  draw  about  8 
feet. 

I  am,  general,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding . 

General  Schimmelfennig, 

Commanding  District,  etc. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Com - 
nxander  Fillebrown,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  cooperate  with  Brigadier-  General 
ocHmmelfennig ,  U.  S.  Army,  in  Cooper  River. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston,  February  25,  1865. 

^  Sir.  \  ou  will  proceed  with  the  Sonoma  and  Chenango  up  the  Cooper 

General  Schimmelfennig  intends  to  send  up  some  troops  in  a  light- 
draft  transport  (Savannah)  in  order  to  follow  up  the  rebel  forces,  and 
these  two  vessels  are  to  give  them  all  assistance  in  so  doing. 

\  ou  will  keep  in  communication  with  the  commanding  military 
officer,  and  learn  from  him  what  is  desired. 
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I  understand  the  purpose  to  be  more  as  a  demonstration  than  other¬ 
wise.  You  will  therefore  use  your  cannon  freely. 

There  is  said  to  be  a  good  pilot  in  the  transport,  and  6  or  7  feet  of 
water  at  the  point  to  be  reached. 

Take  proper  precautions  against  torpedoes,  and  give  a  copy  of  this 
order  to  Captain  Morris. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daitlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding . 

Captain  Fillebrown, 

Commanding  Sonoma. 

For  the  present  the  gunboats  will  advance  a  short  distance  only,  so 
as  [to]  move  promptly  with  the  troops.  They  are  now  embarking  and 
will  soon  be  after  you. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Fillebrown ,  17.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  TJ.  S.  S.  Sonoma ,  regarding  cooperative  expedition  to  Cooper 
River ,  February  35,  1865. 

U.  S.  S.  Sonoma, 

Charleston ,  March  1 ,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order 
of  the  25th  of  February,  I  proceeded  with  this  vessel  and  the  Chenango 
up  the  Cooper  River  to  assist  the  troops  sent  by  General  Schimmel- 
fennig  in  the  army  transport  Savannah. 

We  proceeded  as  far  as  a  place  called  Hagan,  about  40  miles,  above 
which  the  pilot  declined  to  take  us.  The  Savannah,  with  100  troops, 
proceeded  some  10  miles  farther,  when  Captain  Jackson  landed  and 
communicated  with  General  Potter,  who  sent  me  a  message  to  the 
effect  I  could  be  of  no  assistance  to  him,  and  that  the  rebel  troops  had 
all  crossed  the  Santee,  burning  the  bridge  behind  them. 

Finding  I  could  be  of  no  assistance,  I  returned  to  this  anchorage 
yesterday  afternoon.  I  visited  two  or  three  of  the  plantations  where 
the  Cooper  River  forks  to  the  east  and  west,  and  find  there  is  a  con¬ 
siderable  quantity  of  rice  stored  in  the  barns,  a  schooner  load  of  which 
was  captured  by  the  launch  of  the  Chenango /  the  report  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Morris  in  reference  thereto  is  herewith  enclosed.  There 
is  also  an  abundance  of  wood,  both  pine  and  hard,  corded  on  the  banks 
of  the  river,  easy  of  access  if  it  is  required  for  the  use  of  the  squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tiios.  Scott  Fillebrown, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  A  tlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports 
of  capture  of  the  sloop  Elvira,  February  35,  1865. 

No.  104.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  ILarbor,  March  If  1865. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  copy  of  the  report  and  survey  upon  the 
sloop  Elvira,  prize  to  the  U.  S.  S. Chenango. 

The  cargo  is  sent  north  for  adjudication,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master's 
Mate  H.  M.  Page,  by  the  Massachusetts. 
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The  judge  of  the  court  has  been  notified  of  the  capture  and  furnished 
with  copy  of  survey. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Corndg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Chenango, 
Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  February  25,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 
yesterday,  I  proceeded  to  Dewees  Inlet  with  three  of  the  boats  belong¬ 
ing  to  this  vessel,  in  search  of  a  sloop  reported  to  be  there  waiting  to 
run  the  blockade.  Not  finding  her  at  Dewees  Inlet,  I  continued  down 
to  Bull  War  [Bullyard]  Sound,  where  I  discovered,  took  possession  of, 
and  brought  her  near  this  place.  She  has,  as  near  as  I  can  ascertain 
from  the  two  men  on  board  at  time  of  capture,  from  50  to  60  bales 
of  cotton  and  6  or  7  boxes  of  tobacco.  They  report  she  left  Charles¬ 
ton  on  the  9th  instant  to  run  the  blockade,  bound  to  Nassau;  had 
attempted  to  get  out  of  the  pass,  but  had  to  put  back  on  account  of 
the  breakers  being  too  heavy. 

I  would  respectfully  state  that  in  my  opinion  the  sloop  Elvira  is  not 
fit  to  proceed  north  at  this  season,  and  request  a  survey  may  be  held 
on  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  U.  Morris, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Occupation  by  naval  forces  of  Battery  White  and  Georgetown,  S.  C. , 

February  25,  1865. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy. 

No.  80.]  Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 

Georgetown ,  S.  C.,  February  26,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  report  that  this  town  and  its  defenses 
have  been  occupied  by  the  forces  under  my  command,  and  that  the 
authorities  have  made  their  submission  to  the  United  States. 

The  town  is  held  by  six  companies  of  marines  under  Lieutenant 
Stoddard,  and  the  battery  (15  guns)  by  one  company  of  marines  under 
Lieutenant  Breese. 

The  Mingoe  flanks  the  town  and  commands  it  with  her  guns. 

As  soon  as  the  land  forces  arrive  1  will  turn  the  place  over  to  them. 
I  will  forward  more  detailed  accounts  by  the  next  mail. 

Nothing  is  heard  here  direct  from  General  Sherman. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

T,  TTr  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Detailed  report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  occupation  of 
Georgetown,  S.  C.,  transmitting  reports  of  commanding  officers. 

No.  82.]  Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Georgetown,  S.  C. ,  February  28,  1865. 

Sir:  Under  date  of  the  26th  instant  I  apprised  the  Department 
that  the  naval  forces  under  my  command  had  taken  possession  of 
Georgetown. 

As  soon  as  the  occupation  of  Charleston  left  my  thoughts  and  means 
at  liberty  1  gave  my  attention  to  this  point  as  lilcely  to  be  the  prefer¬ 
able  communication  for  General  Sherman,  in  case  such  become  desir¬ 
able  to  him  before  entering  North  Carolina.  Accordingly,  I  soon 
began  to  collect  a  suitable  force  from  other  stations. 

The  McDo-nough ,  Geranium ,  and  two  launches  were  ordered  into 
the  Santee,  being  the  only  class  of  vessels  whose  draft  admits  of 
passing  the  bar  of  the  river. 

On  the  22d  instant  the  Pawnee  was  ordered  to  Georgetown,  and  all 
the  marines  I  could  collect  were  embodied  in  a  battalion.  Detach 
ments  of  seamen  were  also  directed,  the  object  being  to  pass  up  the 
Santee  with  this  body  of  men,  take  the  road  to  Georgetown,  which 
traverses  the  rear  of  the  rebel  work,  and  assault  it  while  the  vessels 
attacked  in  front.  This  infantry  was  to  be  under  the  command  of 
Commander  Stanly,  assisted  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Williams. 

On  the  23d  February  the  Pawnee  crossed  the  bar  and  joined  the 
Mingoe  and  JSfipsic  within,  upon  which  the  rebels  abandoned  the  work 
(Battery  White)  and  the  Mingoe  steamed  up  the  bay  and  took  posses¬ 
sion.  The  marines  were  landed,  and  the  municipal  authorities  ten¬ 
dered  their  submission  to  the  Government  of  the  Union. 

The  battery  was  found  to  be  a  well-constructed  and  formidable  work, 
mounting  15  guns,  of  which  2  are  X-inch  columbiads. 

The  previous  accounts  of  this  battery  had  varied  so  much  as  to  ren¬ 
der  our  knowledge  of  it  uncertain.  Generally,  it  had  been  much 
underrated  and  supposed  to  be  unable  to  resist  the  attack  of  a  single 
vessel  or  a  few  men.  But  we  can  now  understand  that  it  was  well 
placed,  well  constructed,  and  strongly  armed,  so  that  we  should  have 
had  some  trouble  to  reduce  it  if  well  manned. 

I  desire  to  bring  First  Lieutenant  Stoddard  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department.  He  did  good  service  in  the  field  with  the  marines  of  the 
fleet  brigade  at  Boyd’s  Neck  and  the  Tulifinny,  and  now  has  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  largest  force  of  marines  that  has  been  collected  for  some 
time.  He  has  always  acquitted  himself  with  credit.  I  would  respect¬ 
fully  suggest  a  brevet. 

Captain  Stanly  necessarily  lost  the  opportunity  that  promised,  and 
which,  from  the  energy  and  vigor  which  he  displayed  in  the  operations 
at  Bull’s  Bay,  he  would  have  improved. 

I  enclose  the  reports  of  commanding  officers  and  also  a  copy  of  the 
submission  of  the  authorities  of  Georgetown. 

This  has  exhibited  every  indication  of  a  flourishing  place,  and  though 
with  less  than  2,000  inhabitants,  is  the  third  town  of  the  State. 

The  rice  and  cotton  and  lumber  of  a  large  scope  of  country  is  floated 
here  by  the  rivers  that  flow  together  at  its  site,  the  Pedee,  Black, 
Sampit,  and  Waccamaw,  with  their  tributaries. 
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There  was  a  rumor  that  General  Sherman  was  not  far  distant,  but 
no  tidings  have  reached  direct  from  himself  or  his  army. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadron. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosures.] 

Georgetown,  S.  C.,  February  26,  1865. 

For  the  better  maintenance  of  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
and  the  preservation  of  order,  the  following  are  announced  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Georgetown,  now  occupied  by  the  naval  forces  under 
my  command: 

First.  Conformably  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  slavery  no 
longer  exists  within  the  limits  of  the  Union.  Persons  residing  here 
who  thus  become  freedmen  will,  in  future,  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
own  labor;  but  as  a  reasonable  provision  for  their  inability  to  provide 
for  themselves  immediately,  their  former  owners  will  furnish  each 
one  of  them  with  sixty  days’  food  of  the  usual  description.  Any  freed- 
man  desiring  to  enlist  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  will 
apply  to  the  military  commandant  of  the  district,  or  can  join  the  col¬ 
onists  on  the  sea  islands,  if  he  desires  to  do  so. 

Second.  Those  inhabitants  who  have  remained  in  the  place  and  are 
not  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  President  Lincoln’s  amnesty  are 
invited  to  return  to  their  ordinary  pursuits  as  peaceable  citizens. 

Third.  Martial  law  exists  in  the  city  of  Georgetown.  The  wardens 
and  intendant  will  discharge  so  much  of  the  usual  civil  functions  as 
may  be  required  of  them. 

Fourth.  Such  laws  of  the  place  as  are  in  harmony  with  the  laws  of 
the  Union  will  remain  in  force. 

Fifth.  The  intendant  and  wardens  will  furnish  the  provost-marshal 
with  an  account  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  and  of  those  who  left 
with  the  rebel  troops.  They  will  cause  the  churches  to  be  opened  and 
served  as  usual;  but  no  clergyman  will  be  allowed  to  omit  the  cus- 
tomary  prayers  for  the  President  and  authorities  of  the  United  States 
which  are  enjoined  by  the  canons  or  practice  of  his  church. 

Sixth.  The  intendant  and  wardens  will  provide  a  list  of  all  inhabit¬ 
ants  who  may  be  destitute  of  food,  and  of  those  who  are  able  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  their  relief,  who  will  be  accordingly  assessed  for  the 
purpose. 

Seventh.  The  sale  or  gift  of  all  spirituous  liquors  is  strictly  forbid¬ 
den,  and  any  inhabitant  offending,  when  a  sailor  or  marine  is  concerned, 
will  be  punished  by  fine  or  imprisonment. 

Eighth.  The  inhabitants  of  Georgetown  will  remember  that  their 
own  authorities  have  placed  them  under  the  protection  of  the  United 
States.  They  will  be  careful,  therefore,  to  avoid  all  participation  with 
the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  will  be  dealt  with  severely  for 
offenses  of  this  kind. 

Signal  lights  ha-ve  been  observed.  In  future  such  will  be  fired  at 
from  the  cannon  of  the  nearest  vessel. 

Ninth.  The  commanding  naval  officer  present  is  charged  with  the 
execution  of  the  above,  and  the  commanding  marine  officer  will  act  as 
provost-marshal. 
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Tenth.  Whenever  any  military  officer  duly  authorized  by  the  mili¬ 
tary  authorities  shall  take  post  in  the  town,  the  commanding  naval 
officer  will  turn  over  to  him  the  entire  command  and  withdraw  all  the 
seamen  and  marines  from  the  town. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Council  Chamber, 
Georgetown ,  S.  C. ,  February  £5 ,  1865. 

Sir:  V  hereas  the  Confederate  forces  have  evacuated  this  town,  the 
undersigned,  intendant  and  wardens,  in  council  assembled,  agreeable 
to  your  demand,  do  hereby  surrender  the  town  of  Georgetown  to  the 
United  States  forces  under  your  command,  pledging  ourselves,  upon 
honor,  in  our  official  capacity,  as  far  as  lies  in  our  power,  to  prevent 
any  act  inimical  to  the  United  States  forces  garrisoned  here,  claiming 
such  protection  of  persons  and  property  as  is  usually  accorded  to 
communities  in  our  situation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

R.  O.  Bush. 

Intendant. 

G.  F.  B.  Leighton, 

S.  R.  Carr, 

W.  K.  Heston, 

F.  N.  Macusker, 

Wardens. 


Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  the  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  at  Georgetown,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Stellwagen,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  present. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Off  North  Island,  South  Carolina,  February  &£,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  and  occupation  of  Fort 
White  and  Georgetown  yesterday,  the  enemy  having  evacuated  on 
our  approach.  The  Pawnee ,  under  my  command,  arrived  yesterday, 
and  after  receiving  on  board  the  detachment  of  marines  brought  up 
by  the  Flambeau,  I  crossed  the  bar  as  soon  as  the  tide  served. 

Commander  Creighton,  being  advised  of  the  intended  evacuation, 
signaled  for  permission  to  advance,  and  Avith  all  proper  precautions 
approached  the  fort,  which  he  found  hastily  deserted,  containing  fif¬ 
teen  guns.  I  enclose  herewith  his  reports. 

I  have  directed  him  to  proceed  carefully  up  the  Black  River,  and 
have  dispatched  the  tug  Catalpa,  with  Lieutenant-Commander  Henry 
and  Ensign  Glass,  prepared  to  open  communication  by  the  army  code 
of  signals  with  Major-General  Sherman,  who  is  said  to  be  some  12 
miles  off. 

I  have  sent  a  detachment  of  50  marines,  under  Lieutenant  Breese, 
U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  to  occupj'  the  fort.  Commander  Balch  is  charged 
with  general  superintendence,  and  accompanies  the  parties,  having  also 
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the  small  steam  launch  to  keep  up  communication.  This  vessel  and 
the  Nipsic  proceed  up  as  soon  as  tide  permits. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg .  Squadron ,  Charleston ,  S.  6. 


Report  of  Commander  Creighton,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Mingoe. 

U.  S.  S.  Mingoe, 

Off  Fort  White ,  Pedee  River,  S.  C.,  February  2Jf,,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  receive  your  dispatch  of  22d  instant, 
and  it  finds  me  in  possession  of  Fort  White. 

Yesterday  morning  I  was  informed  by  some  deserters  that  they  had 
evacuated,  or  were  evacuating,  Fort  White,  near  Georgetown.  1 
immediately  got  underway  without  a  pilot,  Uptegrove  being  on  board 
Pawnee ,  outside,  and  Prince  on  the  Geranium ,  off  Santee  Bar,  and  on 
my  approaching  the  battery  1  sent  my  boats  sweeping  for  topedoes. 
Finding  none,  I  steamed  past  the  battery,  firing  four  rounds  at  it,  with 
no  response.  Anchored  and  sent  armed  boats  ashore  and  took  posses¬ 
sion.  My  executive  officer,  Mr.  Congdon,  in  charge,  found  the  bat¬ 
tery  abandoned  a  short  time  previous  to  landing,  and  guns  spiked,  six¬ 
teen  in  number,  of  the  following  caliber:  One  6-pounder  smoothbore, 
two  X-inch  columbiads,  one  18-pounder  long  siege  gun,  three  32- 
pounder  rifles,  one  24  pounder  rifle,  six  24-pounder  smoothbores,  one 
12-pounder  siege  gun  (smoothbore),  with  three-cornered  files.  Found 
a  large  quantity  of  shot  and  shell,  and  the  fort  to  be  of  large  dimen¬ 
sions,  well  constructed,  and  very  formidable.  We  have  dismantled  it 
by  dismounting  the  guns,  breaking  the  carriages,  etc. 

I  swept  this  morning,  but  have  not  found  any  torpedoes.  I  will 
continue  to  examine  and  see  if  any  can  be  found.  I  have  13  rebel 
deserters,  and  2  by  the  names  of  Henry  Shinifin  and  Henry  Schlond- 
ruff,  who  gave  themselves  up  on  the  boats  landing  at  the  fort,  and 
several  contrabands,  all  of  which  I  send  down. 

I  shall  continue  my  way  up  the  river,  in  company  with  the  Nipsic , 
slowly,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  senior  officer,  Captain 
Stellwagen. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Blakeley  Creighton, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  S. — The  Nipsic  could  not  accompany  me,  owing  to  the  iOW  tide, 
and  Captain  Henry  being  on  board  the  Pawnee ,  where  I  had  sent  him 
to  report. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Noyes,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Catalpa. 

U.  S.  S.  Catalpa, 
Georgetown ,  February  £5,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following'  report: 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  Captain  Stellwagen,  senior  officer  present, 
I  started  up  the  river  with  this  vessel  toward  this  place  (Georgetown) 
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and  arrived  at  6:35  a.  m.  this  day.  As  I  was  passing  up  by  the  town, 
I  espied  a  squad  of  rebel  horsemen.  As  soon  as  I  got  alongside  the 
dock  I  sent  ten  armed  men  to  scout  the  town  to  see  if  they  could  see 
the  horsemen.  In  the  meantime  I  asked  the  civic  commandant  of  the 
town,  Mr.  Rush,  for  the  key^s  of  the  town  hall,  to  enable  me  to  raise 
the  stars  and  stripes  over  the  above-named  place.  I  then  sent  Acting 
Ensign  Thompson  and  two  men  to  raise  the  flag;  the  men,  Boatswain’s 
Mate  Kennedy  and  Ordinary  Seaman  W.  Christopher.  They  climbed 
the  dome  of  the  above-named  hall,  and  raised  the  flag  with  three  cheers 
and  a  volley  of  six  muskets.  As  soon  as  the  flag  was  raised,  the  rebel 
horsemen  made  a  dash  in  the  town,  and  engaging  the  men  of  this 
vessel  sent  by  me  to  scout  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  after  some  fifteen 
minutes  fighting,  they  captured  one  man,  Morris  Sullivan,  ordinary 
seaman.  As  soon  as  the  alarm  was  given,  the  boats  of  this  vessel  and 
the  Mingoe  were  called  away  and  armed,  and  sent  on  shore  and  drove 
the  enemy  out  of  the  town. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Allen  K.  Noyes, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding  E.  S.  S.  Catalpa. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  D.  S.  Navy,  giving  detailed  description  of  Battery 

White. 

No.  83.]  Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 

Off  Battery  White,  Winy  ah  Bay ,  February  %8,  1865. 
Sir:  Very  soon  after  closing  my  dispatch  (82),  I  had  occasion  to 
anchor  near  this  place  and  went  ashore  to  visit  the  work. 

The  accounts  in  the  reports  fail  to  convey  a  correct  idea  of  its 
character.  The  site  was  admirably  selected,  not  only  commanding 
the  channel,  but  the  various  roads  to  the  town  above. 

'  The  principal  battery  looks  directly  on  the  water,  well  planned  and 
executed  carefully,  not  only  with  reference  to  a  cannonade  by  ships, 
but  also  to  an  assault  from  the  water. 

The  carriages  were  all  new,  and  probably  brought  here  recently,  as 
many  old  carriages  were  piled  away  in  the  rear.  . 

The  water  battery  mounted  twelve  guns,  two  of  which  were  X-inch 
columbiads,  three  rifled  32-pounders  (banded),  four  24-pounders,  two 
rifled  12-pounders  (banded),  making  eleven  guns  looking  on  the  water. 
The  ditch  was  flanked  by  a  6-pounder.  The  work  had  ample  trav¬ 
erses  and  magazines.  The  approach  to  the  right  flank  over  the  low 
beach  was  swept  by  one  24-pounder  in  a  separate  battery  and  by  a 
12-pounder  also  in  a  detached  work.  The  rear  of  the  position  was 
defended  by  a  formidable  rampart  and  ditch,  extending  300  yards 
and  looking  on  the  several  roads  leading  to  Georgetown.  It  was  not 
entirely  finished  and  had  a  24-pounder  mounted  at  each  flank;  inter¬ 
vening  places  were  designed  for  field  guns. 

The  ground  occupied  by  these  works  might  be  100  acres,  beautifully 

wooded  with  live  oak.  .  . 

The  huts  for  the  men  were  numerous  and  well  constructed,  witn 

ranges  of  nice  stalls  for  horses. 
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If  the  works  had  been  sufficiently  manned,  it  would  have  required 
good  troops  to  take  the  work. 

As  soon  as  a  plan  of  the  battery  and  the  site  can  be  prepared  I  will 
send  a  copy  to  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Adm  iral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Matthews,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  guns  in  Battery 

White. 


Harvest  Moon, 

Winy  all  Bay ,  off  Fort  White ,  February  28,  1865. 

Sir:  I  would  very  respectfully  report  that  I  found  the  following 
guns  in  the  forts  here: 

Fort  White. — Three  32-pounder  (6.4  inches)  rifles  (hooped),  2 
X-inch  columbiads,  4  24-pounders  (smooth),  2  12-pounders  rilled 
(hooped),  1  3-f-inch  (smooth),  left  flank;  total,  12. 

In  small  works  to  the  right. — One  24-pounder  (smooth),  1  12-pounder 
(smooth). 

In  Fort  Wool. — Two  24-pounders  (smooth). 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Orville  Matthews, 

Lieutenant- Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Stellwagen,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  transfer 
the  command  at  Georgetown  to  Colonel  Brown,  U.  S.  Army. 

Flag-Steamer  Nipsic, 
Georgetown  Roads ,  March  1 ,  1865. 

Sir:  Colonel  Brown,  commanding  the  One  hundred  and  fifty -seventh 
New  York,  has  been  sent  here  by  General  Hatch  to  occupy  George¬ 
town  and  the  posts  near  it. 

You  will  therefore  transfer  to  him  the  posts  ashore  held  by  the  Navy, 
unless  he  should  desire  any  to  be  retained  until  other  forces  arrive. 

You  will  render  any  assistance  that  may  be  desired  by  the  military 
forces,  and  it  is  particularly  desirable  that  the  rivers  emptying  into 
the  bay  should  be  scouted  thoroughly,  and  I  wish  the  utmost  activity 
to  be  used  in  this  respect,  night  and  day,  rain  or  shine. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Corndg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  Stellwagen, 

Senior  Officer ,  etc. 
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Instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  DaKlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain 
Stellwagen ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  senior  officer ,  Georgetown ,  $.  C. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Georgetown ,  $.  C.,  February  28,  1865. 

Sir:  I  leave  here  for  Charleston,  and  you  remain  the  senior  officer. 

The  only  object  in  occupying  this  place,  as  I  do,  is  to  facilitate  com¬ 
munication  with  General  Sherman,  if  he  desires  it  here,  or  by  the 
Santee. 

When  the  Chenango  and  Sonoma  arrive,  station  one  in  each  river 
by  the  town  to  assist  the  force  ashore;  one  vessel  should  be  near  the 
fort  and  one  at  the  light-house  to  look  for  communication  with  me. 

Keep  up  information  from  the  Santee  b}^  a  courier  over  the  Santee 
road  or  by  water.  I  leave  you  three  tugs,  the  Sweet  Brier ,  Catalpa, 
and  Clover,  with  a  dispatch  boat. 

Let  parties  be  pushed  out  by  land  and  water,  to  feel  the  rebel  posi¬ 
tions,  and  drive  back  his  scouts  and  pickets. 

The  commanding  officer  of  marines  will  furnish  you  with  orders 
regulating  affairs  ashore,  my  clerical  force  being  too  small  for  copies. 

Let  the  utmost  activity  be  maintained.  Give  each  commanding 
officer  a  copy  of  these  instructions,  and  send  me  information  by  a  tug 
every  other  clav  of  the  course  of  matters,  and  immediately,  if  any 
tidings  come  of  General  Sherman’s  army. 

There  is  some  lumber,  coal,  and  other  property  of  the  rebel  Govern¬ 
ment,  which  should  be  collected  for  naval  use.  Let  it  be  put  in  some 
of  the  scows  that  are  about.  The  channel  should  be  buoyed. 

Another  tug  has  been  ordered  here;  if  she  arrives,  send  her  to  report 
to  me. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  O' Kane,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  reconnoissance 
in  Santee  River,  February  28  to  March  6,  1865. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  March  7,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  2<th  ultimo,  directing  me 
to  proceed  in  the  steam  launch  to  the  Santee  River,  and  with  the 
steamer  Geranium  and  two  launches  then  in  the  river,  ascend  as  fai 
as  possible,  in  order  to  communicate  with  any  bodies  of  troops  that 
mioht  be  on  the  river.  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  28th  I  took  the  launches  in  tow  and  started  up  the  river. 

Qn  reaching  the  railroad  bridge  1  found  it  destroyed,  and  not  heal¬ 
ing  of  our  troops,  continued  the  ascent  40  miles  farther  up  to  Gail- 
lard’s  plantation.  1  there  learned  that  a  brigade  of  General  1  otter  s 
troops  was  encamped  at  [Saint]  Stephen’s  Depot,  some  5  miles  distant 
from  the  railroad  bridge.  I  at  once  returned  to  that  point  and  sent  out 
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a  party  to  communicate,  and  found  that  the  troops  the  day  before  had 
taken  the  road  up  the  river  toward  Pineville.  I  again  returned  to 
Gaillard’s,  above  Pineville,  but  was  unable  to  communicate  with  Gen¬ 
eral  Potter.  I,  however,  fired  guns,  and  sent  up  rockets  which  were 
answered  by  the  army  at  Pineville.  After  remaining  here  about 
eight  hours,  and  being  short  of  provisions,  I  started  down  the  river, 
and  reached  the  mouth  of  the  North  Santee  yesterday  morning.  On 
the  way  down  I  heard  of  a  company  of  cavalry  at  a  plantation  on  the 
north  bank  above  the  railroad  near  Murray’s  Ferry,  in  charge  of  a 
drove  of  1,500  cattle.  I  concluded  to  land  a  force  and  capture  the 
cavalry,  if  possible,  and  disperse  the  cattle.  I  succeeded  in  the  latter 
object,  but  in  the  former  I  regret  to  say  was  unsuccessful.  While 
moving  around  to  their  rear,  as  I  supposed  undiscovered,  they  made 
an  attempt  to  seize  the  launches,  but  a  few  discharges  of  shrapnel 
from  the  howitzer  drove  them  back,  and  when  the  land  force  came  up 
in  their  rear,  they  scattered  in  all  directions,  leaving  several  horses 
and  muskets,  a  wagon  and  all  their  baggage. 

1  lost  no  opportunity  of  picking  up  information  at  the  different 
plantations  on  both  banks  of  the  river  and  am  satisfied  there  is  no 
organized  rebel  force  to  the  southward  of  the  Santee,  and  but  few 
troops  south  of  the  Black  River.  I  met  no  one  who  knew  anything 
of  Sherman’s  whereabouts. 

The  river  is  full  of  short  turns,  with  a  very  rapid  current,  and  a 
good  depth  of  water  above  the  junction  of  the  two  rivers  to  Gaillard’s 
plantation.  Below  the  junction  there  are  bars  with  not  more  than  8 
feet  of  water. 

I  find  the  negroes  on  many  of  the  plantations  have  ceased  to  work, 
and  are  helping  themselves  to  hogs,  cattle,  etc. 

The  Geranium  grounded  several  times  on  the  way  up  on  account  of 
the  shortness  of  the  bends,  and  at  one  time  had  to  be  lightened.  On 
going  on  board  I  found  she  had  one  day’s  coal,  but  sooner  than  suffer 
any  delay,  determined  to  burn  wood.  I  find  the  plantation  rails  make 
excellent  fuel.  I  used  them  in  the  furnaces  for  six  days. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  O’Kane, 
Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Endorsement.  ] 

Transmitted  for  the  information  of  the  Department. 

The  point  reached  was  nearly  where  the  southern  line  of  Orange¬ 
burg  District  touches  the  Santee,  and  just  above  Black  Oak  Island. 
The  orders  have  been  carried  out  very  creditably. 

Very  respectfully, 


J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral. 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 

March  1,  1865. 


Vessel. 


Acacia 
Adger  . 


♦Adams . 

*Allen . 

Amaranthus  . 

Arethusa . 

Azalea . 

♦Bruen  . 

♦Braziliera  . . . 

♦Blunt . 

Canandaigua . 
Cimarron . 


Catalpa . 

Camelia 
Carnation  . . 

Clover . 

♦Chatham  . 

♦Chambers  . 
Canonicus . 
Cambridge 
Chenango . 

Dandelion. 
Daffodil  . . . 


Donegal . 


Flag . 

Flambeau 
♦Fernandina  . 


♦Gemsbok . 
Geranium  . 


Gladiolus . 
♦Griffith . . 


♦Geo.  W.  Rodgers . 
Harvest  Moon 


Home  . 


Hydrangea. 
♦Houghton . 


Hale . 

♦Hope . 

Iris . 

Juniata . 

Jonquil . 

Catskill . 

Lehigh . 

Lodona . 

Laburnum  . 
Larkspur . . . 
♦Lightning . 
Mingo e  .... 


McDonough . 
Mangham  . . . 
Mohican  .... 
Mahopac 
Monadnock  . 
Nantucket. . . 

Nahant . 

Nipsic . 


No.  of 
guns. 


♦New  Hampshire. 

Norwich . 

♦Norfolk  Packet.. 


Ottawa . 


♦Orvetta . . 
Oleander. 
Passaic . . . 
Pawnee  .. 


8 

10 

2 

2 

2 

2 

8 

2 

8 

5 

3 

2 

e 


Class. 


10 

10 

H 


7 

fS 

13 

3 

2 

5 

t3 

2 

6 

6 

1 

2 

13 

2 

2 

2 

7 

It 


11 

6 

7 

8 
2 
4 
2 
2 


10 


Commanding  officer. 


Screw  tug . 

Side- wheel 
steamer. 
Sloop  of  war. . 

Bark . 

Screw  tug  .... 

_ do . 

_ do . 

Schooner . 

Bark . 

Schooner . 

Screw  sloop  . . 
Side-wheel 
gunboat. 
Screw  tug  .... 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

Side-wheel 

tug. 

Schooner . 

Monitor . 

Screw  steamer 
Side-w  heel 
steamer. 
Screw  tug  .... 
Side-w  heel 
tug. 

Side-wheel 
steamer. 
Screw  steamer 

. do . 

Bark,  store- 
ship. 

Bark . 

Side-w  heel 
tug. 

Screw  tug  .... 
Schooner,  mor¬ 
tar. 

Schooner . 

Side-w  heel 
steamer. 
Screw  steamer, 
hospital. 
Screw  tug  . . . 
Bark,  con 
demned. 
Screw  steamer 

Schooner . 

Screw  tug  .... 
Screw  sloop  . . 
Screw  tug  .... 
Monitor  . . . 

. do . 

Screw  steamer 
Screw  tug  .... 

. do . 

Screw  tender. 
Side-w  heel 
steamer. 

. do . 

Schooner .... 
Screw  sloop  . 

Monitor . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

Screw  gun¬ 
boat. 

Ship,  store.... 
Screw  steamer 
Schooner, 
mortar. 
Screw  gun¬ 
boat. 

Schooner . 

Side-w  heel  tug 
Monitor  . . . 
Screw  sloop... 


Actg.  Master  Win,  Barrymore  . . . 
Comdr.  T.  H.  Patterson'. . 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  Phinney _ 

Actg.  Master  I.  A.  Pennell . 

Actg.  Ensign  W.  R.  Cox . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  V.  Cook . 

Actg.  Master  F.  W.  Strong . 

Actg.  Master  W.  F.  Redding . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  H.  Bennett . 

Actg.  Ensign  G.  G.  Curtis . 

Capt.  G.  H.  Scott . 

Comdr.  Egbert  Thompson . 


Actg.  Ensign  A.  K.  Noyes . 

Actg. Ensign  David  B.  Hawes... 

Actg.  Ensign  William  Boyd . 

Actg.  Ensign  Benj.  Mitchell _ 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  Geo.  W.  Post 


Actg.  Master  Wm.  Watson . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  G.  E.  Belknap _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  F.  Nickels  . . 
Lieut.  Comdr.  G.  U.  Morris . 


Actg.  Ensign  G.  W.  Williams - 

Actg,  Master  Wm.  H.  Mallard  . . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  D.  Upham . . . 


Comdr.  J.  C.  Williamson . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Ed.  Cavendy . . . 
Actg.  Master  Lewis  West . 


Actg.  Master  J.  F.  Winchester  . . . 
Actg.  Ensign  David  Lee . 


Actg.  Ensign  N.  Boughton  . 
Actg.  Master  Jas.  Ogilvie. . . 


Actg.  Master  L.  G.  Emerson  . 
Actg.  Master  J.  K.  Crosby  . . . 


Actg.  Master  Benjamin  Dyer - 

Actg.  Master  Chas.  W.  Rogers  . . . 
Actg.  Master  E.  G.  Furber - 


Actg.  Master  C.  F.  Mitchell . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  L.  Churchill 

Actg.  Master  J.  E.  Stickney . 

Comdr.  J.  J.  Almy . 

Actg.  Ensign  C.  H.  Hanson . 

Lieut.  Comdr. Edward  Barrett.. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  A.  Semmes _ 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  R.  P.  Swann - 

Actg.  Ensign  Sturgis  Center  . . . 
Actg.  Ensign  William  Nelson  .. 


Comdr.  J.  B.  Creighton . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  F.  Crosman  — 

Actg.  Master  John  Collins . . 

Comdr.  Daniel  Ammen . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  W.  Weaver  — 

Comdr.  E.  G.  Parrott . 

Lieut.  Comdr  R.  F.  R.  Lewis . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  K.  Mayo . . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  W.  Henry . 


Comdr.  Wm.  Reynolds . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  H.  De  Wolf . . 
Actg.  Master  Geo.  W.  Wood . 


Lieut.  Comdr.  Jas.  Stillwell . 


*  Sailing  vessels. 


Actg.  Master  Wm.  Fales . 

Actg.  Master  R.  P.  Walter . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  W.  Scott . 

Capt.  H.  S.  Stellwagen . 

f  Howitzers. 


North  Edisto. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

Charleston,  stores. 

St.  Simon’s. 
Charleston. 

Port  Royal. 
Charleston. 

Charleston,  stores. 

St.  Andrew’s. 
Savannah,  divers. 

St.  Helena. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

Georgetown,  [S.C.]. 
Charleston. 

Port  Royal. 
Charleston. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

Bull’s  Bay. 

Port  Royal. 
Charleston. 

Do. 

Port  Royal. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

Do. 

North  with  convoy. 
Carrying  stores. 

St.  Catherine’s. 

Port  Royal. 
Charleston. 

Do. 

Wassaw  Sound. 

Ossabaw. 

Georgetown. 

Charleston. 

Do. 

Port  Royal. 

St.John’s  River. 
Savannah,  divers. 

Port  Royal,  repairing 
Charleston. 

Do. 

Do. 

Stono  Inlet. 

Sapelo. 

Charleston. 

Do. 

Wassaw. 

Georgetown. 

Stono  Inlet. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Ossabaw. 

Charleston. 

Wassaw. 

Charleston. 

Stono  Inlet. 
Georgetown. 

Port  Royal. 

St.  John’s. 

Ossabaw. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

Charleston,  stores. 
Carrying  stores. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Georgetown. 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  March  1, 1865 — Cont’d. 


Vessel. 


No.  of 
guns. 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  station . 


Pontiac 


11 


Potomska  . . . 
Philadelphia 


6 

tl 


Pettit . .  2 

*Para . .  7 


♦Perry . . .  9 

♦Percy  Drayton . 

*Racer .  3 


Sonoma 


8 


State  of  Georgia 

Shenandoah. . . . 

*St.  Louis . 

South  Carolina . 


8 

8 

19 

8 


Saratoga 


9 


Sanford 
Sweet  Brier. 

Stettin . 

*Smith _ 


•5 

•2 

-5 

-5 


♦Swift 


*Th under  . . 
Ticonderoga 
Tuscarora  . . 


15 

10 


Valparaiso . 

Wissahickon .  5 

Winona .  6 

Wamsutta .  6 

Wando .  3 


♦Williams .  6 


♦Wild  Cat . 

Ward .  5 


Side-wheel 
gunboat. 
Screw  steamer 
Sid  e-w  heel 
steamer. 


Lieut.  Comdr.  S.  B.  Luce _ 

Actg.  Master  F.  M.  Montell. 
Actg.  Master  W.  T.  Gillespie 


Side-wheel  tug 
Schooner, 
mortar. 

Brig . 

Sloop,  tender  . 
Schooner, 
mortar. 

Sid  e-w  heel 
gunboat. 
Side-wheel 
steamer. 
Screw  sloop. . . 
Sailing  sloop.. 
Screw  steamer 

Sailing  sloop.. 

Screw  steamer 
Screw  tug  .... 
Screw  steamer 
Schooner, 
mortar. 
Schooner, 
tender. 

Sloop,  tender  . 
Screw  sloop  . . 
- do . 


Actg.  Ensign  Chas.  Grieve . 

Actg.  Master  D.  P.  Heath . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  W.  Brown  . . . 


Actg.  Master  E.  G.  Martin . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  T.  S.  Fillebrown  . . 

Comdr.  Fabius  Stanly . . 

Capt.  D.  B.  Ridgely . 

Comdr.  G.  H.  Preble . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Wm.W.  Ken- 
nison. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  Brod- 
head. 

Actg.  Master  Z.  Kempton . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Bailey . 

Actg. Vol.  Lieut.C.  J.Van  Alstine 
Actg.  Master  Barker  Van  Voor- 
his. 


Capt.  Chas.  Steedman 
Comdr.  J.  M.  Frailey  . 


Hulk,  hospital 
Screwgunboat 

—  do . 

Screw  steamer 
Side-wheel 
steamer. 
Schooner, 
mortar. 

Tender . 

Mortar . 


Actg.  Master  H.  S.  Blanchard . . . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  W.  Johnson _ 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Wm.  H.  Dana . 

Actg.  Master  Chas.  W.  Lee . 

Actg.  Master  Fredk.  T,  King _ 

Actg.  Master  Geo.  W.  Parker _ 


Actg.  Master  R.  T.  Wyatt. 


Savannah  River. 

Charleston. 
Charleston,  flag- 
steamer. 

Port  Royal. 

Ossabaw. 

Femandina. 

North  Edisto. 
Savannah  River. 

Charleston. 

Do. 

Do. 

North  Edisto. 
Charleston. 

Doboy. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Georgetown. 

St.  Helena. 

Stono  Inlet. 


Port  Royal. 

North,  to  tow  Sanga¬ 
mon. 

Port  Royal. 

Stono  Inlet. 
Charleston. 

Do. 

Do. 

Stono  Inlet. 

Port  Royal. 
Light-House  Inlet. 


*  Sailing  vessels.  f  Howitzers. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Gmndg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  loss  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Harvest  Moon  by  the  explosion  of  a  torpedo. 

No.  84.]  Flag-Steamer  Nipsic, 

Georgetown  Roads ,  March  1 ,  1865. 
Sir:  My  latest  dispatches  (Nos.  82  and  83)  had  been  closed,  and  not 
hearing  anything  of  General  Sherman  at  this  place,  I  was  on  my  way 
to  Charleston,  but  was  interrupted  for  the  time  by  the  loss  of  my  flag¬ 
ship,  which  was  sunk  by  the  explosion  of  a  torpedo. 

ihis  took  place  at  7:45  a.  m.  to-day,  and  the  best  information  I  now 
have  is  from  my  own  personal  observation.  What  others  may  have 
noticed  will  be  elicited  by  the  court  of  enquiry  which  1  shall  order. 

The  Harvest  Moon  had  been  lying  near  Georgetown  until  yesterday 
afternoon,  when  I  dropped  down  to  Battery  White,  2  or  3  miles  below 
intending  to  look  at  the  work  and  leave  the  next  day. 

Accordingly,  this  morning  early  the  Harvest  Moon  weighed  anchor 
and  steamed  down  the  bay.  She  had  not  proceeded  far  when  the 
explosion  took  place. 


United  States  Steamer  Harvest  Moon. 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING-  SQUADRON. 


283 


It  was  nearly  8  o’clock,  and  I  was  waiting  breakfast  in  the  cabin, 
when  instantly  a  loud  noise  and  shock  occurred,  and  the  bulkhead 
separating  the  cabin  from  the  wardroom  was  shattered  and  driven  in 
toward  me.  A  variety  of  articles  lying  about  me  were  dispersed  in 
different  directions. 

My  first  impression  was  that  the  boiler  had  burst,  as  a  report  had 
been  made  by  the  engineer  the  evening  before  that  it  needed  repair 
badly.  The  smell  of  gunpowder  quickly  followed  and  gave  the  idea 
that  the  magazine  had  exploded. 

There  was  naturally  some  little  confusion,  for  it  was  evident  that  the 
vessel  was  sinking,  and  she  was  not  long  in  reaching  the  bottom. 

As  the  whole  incident  was  the  work  of  a  moment,  very  little  more 
can  be  said  than  just  related.  But  one  life  was  lost,  owing  to  the  singu¬ 
larly  fortunate  fact  that  the  action  of  the  torpedo  occurred  in  the  open 
space  between  the  gangways  and  between  the  ladder  to  the  upper  deck 
and  the  wardroom,  which  is  an  open  passageway,  occupied  by  no  one, 
and  where  few  linger  save  for  a  moment. 

Had  it  occurred  farther  aft  or  forward  the  consequences  would  have 
been  fatal  to  many. 

A  large  breach  is  said  to  have  been  made  in  the  deck  just  between 
the  main  hatch  and  the  wardroom  bulkhead. 

It  had  been  reported  to  me  that  the  channel  had  been  swept,  but  so 
much  has  been  said  in  ridicule  of  torpedoes  that  very  little  precautions 
are  deemed  necessary,  and  if  resorted  to  are  probably  taken  with  less 
care  than  if  due  weight  was  attached  to  the  existence  of  these  mis¬ 
chievous  things. 

As  1  close  this  communication  Colonel  Brown  has  arrived  here  with 
a  portion  of  the  New  York  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh,  and  I  have 
directed  all  the  posts  ashore  at  Georgetown  held  by  the  Navy  to  be 
turned  over  to  the  Army. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral .  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Abstract  log  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Harvest  Moon ,  Acting  Master  Crosby ,  TJ.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding . 

March  1,  1865.— At  1  a.  m.  saw  a  light  in  the  direction  of  Battery 
White.  At  6:30  a  boat  from  the  Pawnee  came  down  the  river  and 
landed  at  Battery  White.  At  7  the  Pawnee  tired  a  gun.  At  7:15  got 
underway  and  proceeded  down  the  river  through  Marsh  Channel,  tug 
Clover  in  company.  At  7:45  a.  m.,  when  about  3  miles  from  Battery 
White,  we  ran  on  a  torpedo.  It  blew  a  hole  through  the  starboard 
quarter,  tearing  away  the  main  deck  over  it,  which  caused  this  ship  to 
sink  in  five  minutes  in  2£  fathoms  water.  Tug  Clover  immediately 
came  to  our  assistance.  The  admiral  and  staff  went  on  board  Clover , 
the  ship’s  officers  remaining  on  board  to  save  everything  possible. 
Sent  gig  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  D.  B.  Arey  to  the  Pawnee  for 
assistance.  Sent  three  boats  up  the  river  to  drag  for  torpedoes.  John 
Hazzard,  wardroom  steward,  missing,  supposed  drowned,  he  being  in 
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the  hold  at  the  time  of  the  explosion.  From  8  a.  m.  to  midnight: 
Ship  sank  in  Swash  Channel,  Winjah  Bay,  3  miles  S.  E.  by  E.  from 
Battery  White,  in  2£  fathoms  water.  At  9  a.  m.  tug  Clover  cast  off 
and  proceeded  down  the  river,  the  officer  and  crew  remaining  by  the 
ship  to  save  the  furniture,  etc.  Boats  returned  without  finding  the 
torpedoes. 

March  2. — Several  men  employed  in  dragging  the  ship’s  hold  for 
the  body  of  John  Hazzard,  wardroom  steward;  was  killed  by  the 
explosion.  At  10:30  a.  m.  succeeded  in  finding  his  body. 

April  21. — At  2  p.  m.  abandoned  the  wreck  and  moved  to  Battery 
White. 


Report  of  a  coxirt  of  enquiry  regarding  the  loss  of  U.  S.  S.  Harvest 

Moon ,  March  1.  1865. 

A  naval  court  of  enquiry,  composed  of  Lieutenant-Commanders 
Quackenbush  and  Dana  and  Acting  Master  Congdon,  of  which  Acting 
Assistant  Paymaster  Cable  was  judge-advocate,  convened  on  board  the 
U.  S.  S.  Mingoe ,  April  27,  1865,  by  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren, 
to  enquire  into  the  sinking  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Harvest  Moon ,  doth  report: 

That  said  vessel  was  sunk  by  a  torpedo  and  that  no  blame  attaches 
to  any  of  her  officers. 


Seizure,  by  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Pontiac  of  Confederate  steamer  Amazon ,  in 
Savannah  River ,  Georgia ,  March  2,  1865. 

Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Luce,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pontiac. 

U.  S.  S.  Pontiac, 

Savannah  River ,  Georgia ,  March  2,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  rebel  steamer 
Amazon,  lately  employed  by  the  rebel  Government,  steamed  down  the 
river  this  morning  and  gave  herself  up. 

She  is  in  charge  of  David  R.  Dillon,  who  claims  to  be  her  owner; 
she  has  on  board  75  or  80  bales  of  cotton,  also  claimed  by  him. 

Mr.  Dillon  assumes  to  be  a  citizen  of  Savannah  and  a  Union  man, 
and  has  embraced  this  the  first  opportunity  to  escape  to  the  Union 
lines. 

I  have  taken  possession  of  the  Amazon  and  placed  an  officer  and 
prize  crew  on  board,  and  will  await  your  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  Luce, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  statement  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Luce,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  report  of  board  of  survey. 

No.  177a.]  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  Map  7,  1865. 

Sir:  The  cargo  of  the  prize  steamer  Amazon ,  captured  on  the 
2d  March  in  the  Savannah  River  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Pontiac ,  is  sent  north 
by  the  Massachusetts  for  adjudication. 
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Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  survey  and  appraisement,  and  statement  of 
facts  in  relation  to  her  capture,  so  far  as  they  have  reached  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Statement  of  facts  regarding  the  prize. 

U.  S.  S.  Pontiac, 

Savannah  River ,  Georgia ,  April  17,  1865. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  March,  1865,  the  Pontiac  then  lying  a 
few  hundred  yards  above  the  city  of  Savannah,  a  steamei  was  dis¬ 
covered  making  her  way  down  the  Savannah  River. 

Under  the  supposition  that  she  bore  a  flag  of  truce,  a  gun  was  tired 
to  bring  her  to,  and  a  boat  dispatched,  in  command  of  executive  officei, 
Acting  Master  Winslow,  under  flag  of  truce  to  communicate  with  her. 

The  stranger,  who  subsequently  proved  to  be  the  Amazon ,  in 
obedience  to  the  signal  gun,  stopped  some  distance  above  the  army 
picket  lines,  and  was  there  boarded  by  Mr.  Winslow. 

Ascertaining  the  object  of  the  captain  of  the  Amazon  to  be  the  gi\  mg 
up  of  himself  and  boat  to  the  Federal  authorities,  Mr.  Winslow  sent, 
his  boat  back  with  that  explanation,  and  the  request  to  bring  the 
steamer  down.  This  request  was  granted,  and  the  Amazon  was 

anchored  close  to  the  Pontiac.  _  ,  , 

The  Amazon  proved  to  be  a  steamer  quite  recently  used  as  a  rebel 
transport,  and  to  have  on  board  81  bales  of  cotton;  both  vessel  and 
cargo  claimed  to  be  owned  by  her  captain,  one  David  Dillon,  a  citizen 

of  Savannah.  , 

The  Amazon  was  taken  possession  ot  by  me,  an  ofhcer  and  pi  lze 
crew  placed  in  charge,  and  the  case  reported  to  the  admiral. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  Amazon  has  been  in  the  employ 
of  the  rebel  Government  for  the  three  years  last  past,  and  that  the 
cotton  brought  down  by  her  was  stolen  from  the  rebel  Government. 

S.  B.  Luce, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 


Report  of  board  of  survey. 

U.  S.  Ship  New  Hampshire, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  April  17,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  April  24,  1865,  we  have  held  a 
strict  and  careful  survey  upon  the  prize  steamer  Amazon  and  respect- 

fullv  make  the  following  report:  .  , 

She  is  a  high-pressure  steamer,  built  for  carrying  cotton  l  lie  hull 
is  iron,  and  in  good  condition,  as  are  also  the  engine  and  boilers.  She 
was  built  in  1856;  draft  of  water,  2  feet.  She  is  not  fit  to  go  to  sea  oi 
to  steam  with  salt  water. 
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We  appraise  her  value  at  $8,000  and  recommend  that  she  be  sent  to 
Savannah  River  to  preserve  her  hull  and  boilers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

T.  E.  Baldwin, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant. 

R.  B.  Hines, 

Acting  Master. 
John  M.  Davies, 

Master  Carpenter. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Pickering ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt ,  to  proceed  to  Norfolk ,  towing  the 
C.  S.  S.  Columbia. 

Navy  Department,  May  5,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  Charleston  with  the  Vanderbilt,  and  on  arriving 
there  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  for  the  purpose  of  towing  the 
ram  Columbia  to  Norfolk.  Use  every  possible  care  in  the  execution 
of  this  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy . 

Captain  C.  W.  Pickering, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt ,  New  York. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  responding  to  the 
Department- s  letter  regarding  the  C.  S.  ram  Stonewall. 

No.  86.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor,  March  5,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  received  the  Department’s  communication  of  the  24th, 
in  relation  to  the  rebel  ram  purchased  at  Nantes,  in  France,  and  beg 
leave  to  enclose  copy  of  the  squadron  order  on  the  subject  in  order  to 
apprise  the  Department  of  the  steps  taken  to  meet  its  wishes. 

The  principal  object  of  such  a  vessel  would  be  the  destruction  of 
public  property  at  Port  Royal,  to  meet  which  I  ordered  there  the 
Canonicus  and  Mahopac. 

_  The  former  is  now  there  ;  the  latter  has  been  detained  by  the  reported 
disability  of  the  Nantucket. 

It  is  hardly  possible  that  the  rebel  ram  would  attempt  to  enter  this 
place  or  to  remain  in  sight  long  enough  for  a  monitor  to  get  out. 

.  Savannah  will  be  difficult  on  account  of  its  long'  channel  and  obstruc¬ 
tions. 

The  Monadnock  occupied  the  best  channel  to  the  city,  and  if  the 
ram  entered  Tybee  would  quickly  block  her  and  capture  her,  assisted 

by  the  Canonicus. 

I  had  intended  to  throw  out  some  of  the  larger  vessels  to  cruise,  but 
as  they  are  to  g-o  elsewhere  others  will  be  selected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  , .  „  ,  7  .  7  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Daldgren ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Frailey , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  IT.  8.  8.  Tuscarora ,  regarding  a  super¬ 
vision  of  tlie  defenses  in  Ossabaw  Sound. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  March  5 ,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Tuscarora  to  Ossabaw  and  relieve  the 
Mohican ,  now  on  duty  there.  Captain  Ammen  will  hand  to  you  the 
instructions  that  have  been  given  to  him. 

You  will  anchor  as  near  the  forts  as  possible,  and  by  means  of  your 
boats  observe  and  prevent  any  efforts  of  the  rebels  to  renew  a  lodg¬ 
ment  at  McAllister,  Rosedew,  or  Beaulieu. 

It  was  intended  to  remove  all  the  guns,  shot,  etc.,  and  to  render  the 
works  untenable  by  destroying  the  bombproof,  magazines,  etc.  _  You 
will  take  all  the  coal  and  provisions  your  vessel  can  carry,  stopping  at 
Port  Royal  for  the  purpose. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  J.  M.  Frailey, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Daldgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Com¬ 
mander  Barrett ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Catskill. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  Alarch  7,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  in  tow  of  the  Shenandoah  to 
Fortress  Monroe,  and  upon  your  arrival  there  report  to  the  senior 
naval  officer  present. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Edward  Barrett, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Catskill. 

[Order  of  same  date  to  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  U  S.  S.  Monadnock,  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads,  accompanied 
by  U.  S.  S.  Mohican.  Order  of  8th  instant  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Weaver,  commanding  Mahopac ,  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  in  tow 
of  U.  S.  S.  Cambridge.'] 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U  S.  Navy.  acknowledging  the 
Department"1  s  directions  regarding  disposition  of  veseels. 

No.  92.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  March  8,  1865. 

Sir:  The  directions  of  the  Department  have  been  received  ordering 
the  Shenandoah ,  Ticonderoga ,  Mohican ,  and  Monadnock  north  and 
the  Juniata  to  Brazil. 

They  will  be  dispatched  without  unnecessary  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Morris ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Chenango ,  regarding  a  reconnoissance  in  Black  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Chenango, 
Georgetown ,  S.  C. ,  Alarch  9,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  left  Georgetown  on  the  evening 
of  the  7th  instant  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  reconnoissance  and  to 
try  and  find  a  small  steamer  said  to  be  up  Black  River.  I  had  to 
anchor  at  night,  the  river  being  in  many  places  much  narrower  than 
the  length  of  my  vessel,  with  continuous  short  bends.  On  the  8th 
instant  reached  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Perkins,  about  45  miles  up  the 
river,  when  the  pilot  decided  the  steamer  could  go  no  farther.  Landed 
and  1  learned  from  the  negroes  that  the  little  steamer  I  was  in  search 
of  had  been  carried  30  miles  farther  up  the  river,  and  that  upon  our 
approach  to  Ins  master’s  plantation,  about  30  mounted  cavalry,  armed 
with  rifles,  left  there  to  attack  our  boats,  should  they  be  sent  farther 
up;  they  also  reported  that  a  company  of  mounted  troops  was  at 
Brown’s  Ferry,  which  we  had  passed  in  the  morning.  Believing  then- 
report  to  be  true,  I  decided  to  return  and  visit  the  plantations  as  I 
went  by;  kept  all  hands  at  general  quarters  from  the  time  of  starting. 
Upon  our  reaching  the  vicinity  of  Brown’s  Ferry  the  enemy  opened 
upon  us  from  behind  a  levee  or  bluff  with  rifles.  We  immediately 
responded  with  broadside  guns  and  riflemen  stationed  in  the  tops 
The  bend  was  too  short  and  the  tide  too  strong  to  stop  abreast  of  them, 
but  my  officers  who  were  aloft  think  we  must  have  hit  some  of  them. 
One  of  my  men,  Charles  Wilson,  seaman,  was  badly  wounded  in  the 
shoulder. 

I  have  brought  down  a  deserter,  William  I.  Gore,  formerly  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  Ward’s  Light  Battery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  U.  Morris, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Captain  H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  off  Georgetown ,  S.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Churchill,  U.  S.  Navy,  re¬ 
garding  operations  of  the  divers  in  Savannah  Rivet'. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Hope, 
Savannah  River,  Georgia ,  March  11,  1865. 

Sir:  I  would  most  respectfully  submit  the  following1  report  of 
operations  since  the  date  of  my  last: 

One  part  of  my  force  have  been  employed,  when  it  was  possible  for 
a  diver  to  work,  in  getting  machinery  out  of  the  sunken  scow  in  Neuse 
River;  a  large  quantity  of  machinery  has  been  recovered,  some  of  it 
very  valuable. 

I  have  examined  the  wreck  of  the  ram  Savannah.  She  appears  to 
have  been  entirely  destro}Ted  by  the  explosion  of  her  magazines;  I  may 
recover  her  guns.  1  have  also  found  and  raised  a  large  rifled  gun  of 
about  7-inch  bore,  has  seven  grooves  and  two  reinforce  bands;  these 
are  made  and  shrunk  on  to  the  gun  in  rings  of  about  6  inches  broad, 
the  upper  bands  breaking  joints  over  the  lower  ones;  the  gun  is  of  cast 
iron,  not  scaled;  the  trunnions  are  cast  on  to  the  gun  forward  of  the 
bands;  it  is  apparently  of  American  construction.  The  vessel  upon 
which  it  was  mounted  was  burned;  some  of  the  rings  of  the  reinforce 
bands  have  become  loose.  There  is  another  heavy  gun  in  the  same 
wreck.  From  the  diver’s  description  I  judge  that  it  is  a  IX  or  X  inch 
shell  gun.  I  shall,  if  possible,  raise  this  gun  to-day.  I  have  slung  the 
wreck  in  which  they  were  found.  She  has  good  engines,  quite  new, 
and  1  think  are  very  little  injured;  she  has  probably  a  quantity  of  shot 
and  shell  on  board. 

There  is  a  large  quantity  of  property  in  the  river,  and  in  case  my 
services  should  be  required  elsewhere  1  would  respectfully  suggest 
that  I  leave  a  party  here  in  charge  of  Mr.  Hartshorn  to  prosecute  the 
work.  I  have  found  and  raised  a  vessel  (the  one  mentioned  in  a  former 
report)  used  by  the  rebels  as  a  floating  battery.  She  is  built  like  the 
one  which  I  have  been  using;  they  will  be  of  great  use  to  me  in  car¬ 
rying  on  operations;  they  are  strongly  built,  of  very  light  draft,  and 
in  fact  are  what  were  needed  for  raising  vessels,  or,  from  their  peculiar 
build,  for  any  kind  of  work. 

I  have  also  recovered  some  anchors  and  chains,  but  need  them  for 
moorings,  as  the  river  is  subject  to  sudden  freshets,  during  which  the 
current  does  not  change,  but  runs  out  on  the  flood  as  well  as  the  ebb 
tide. 

The  weather  has  continued  very  unfavorable;  the  river  has  been 
very  high  for  the  past  two  weeks,  and  it  has  been  almost  impossible 
much  of  the  time  to  work.  In  obedience  to  the  order  of  Commander 
Patterson,  the  submarine  apparatus  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Sanborn  has  been 
thoroughly  tested  and  duplicate  reports  forwarded.  The  apparatus  is 
on  board  this  vessel  awaiting  your  decision. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*W.  L.  Churchill, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Vaughan,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S. 

Jonquil,  regarding  expedition  in  Wando  River  and  the  capture  of  a 

sloop  in  Deer  Creek. 

Ordnance  Boat  Paramount, 

Charleston  Harbor,  March  11,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  I  leet  Captain  J .  M.  Brad¬ 
ford,  I  proceeded  (February  25,  1865)  on  an  expedition  up  the  W  ando 
River  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Jonquil,  accompanied  by  three  armed  boats  from 
the  U.  S.  ship  John  Adams.  At  10  a.  m.  I  discovered  a  sloop  up  Deer 
Creek,  about  18  miles  from  this  harbor.  I  came  to  anchor  and  sent 
an  armed  boat  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Charles  H.  Hanson  up  the 
creek  to  bring  the  sloop  out.  At  11 :30  a.  m.  the  sloop  was  brought 
alongside  of  the  Jonquil.  She  had  6  bales  of  sea-island  cotton  on 
board.  There  was  no  name  on  the  sloop.  I  then  started  on  my 
return  with  the  sloop  in  tow.  The  tide  rises  and  falls  in  the  Wando 
and  its  creeks  about  5i  or  6  feet,  and  byT  remaining  until  low  water  I 
should  have  been  delayed  for  want  of  sufficient  water  for  the  Jonquil 
to  get  down  before  the  next  flood  tide. 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  Captain  D.  B.  Ridgely,  senior 
officer,  I  started  again  on  the  27th  of  February,  with  the  Jonquil  and 
the  same  boats,  up  the  Wando  River  in  search  of  a  sloop  loaded  with 
cotton,  which  sloop  I  had  heard  of  in  my  previous  expedition.  She 
was  captured  by  our  boats  about  3  miles  up  Silver  Creek  and  brought 
alongside  the  Jonquil  about  1  p.  m.  the  27th. 

She  had  11  bales  of  sea-island  cotton  on  board.  She  had  no  name 
on  her.  I  have  had  the  cotton  on  both  sloops  marked  as  follows: 
“J.  &  J.  A.” 

Silver  Creek  is  about  12  miles  above  this  harbor. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Vaughan, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Batch,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  transmitting  copy  of  a  commendatory  letter  from  Rear- 

Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  March  11,  1865. 

Sir:  The  Department  takes  great  pleasure  in  transmitting  herewith 
copy  of  a  communication  from  Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  testi¬ 
fying  to  your  important  and  meritorious  services  whilst  in  command 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  attached  to  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  George  B.  Balch, 

U.  S.  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 
Georgetown ,  S.  C.,  February  27,  1865. 

Sir:  I  take  the  occasion  of  Captain  Raich's  detachment  to  express  to 
the  Department  my  appreciation  of  the  services  of  this  officer. 

He  has  held  command  of  the  Pawnee  during  the  whole  period  of  my 
command  of  this  squadron,  since  July,  1863,  and  always  discharged 
his  responsible  duties  in  action  and  otherwise  with  alacrity,  judgment, 
and  success. 

This  is  not  the  first  of  my  acquaintance  with  Captain  Balch,  as  he 
sailed  on  the  U.  S.  ship  Plymouth ,  under  my  command,  in  1857. 

I  desire,  therefore,  to  commend  Captain  Balch  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  for  meritorious  service  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  and  hope 
that  if  advancement  is  extended  to  any  officers  beyond  the  usual 
course,  he  may  be  included  in  the  number. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  reduction 
of  the  force  under  his  command. 

No.  101.]  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  [A.  Cl],  March  12,  1865. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  the  Department,  the  following 
vessels  have  been  detached  from  this  squadron  and  have  left: 

Monadnock ,  Lehigh,  Montauk ,  Mahopac  (monitors),  Mohican. 

The  following  are  under  orders  and  are  detained  in  preparing: 

Juniata ,  Ticemderoga ,  St.  Louis. 

The  following  will  probably  be  sent  north  under  the  general  order 
of  the  Department: 

Canandaigua  (tubes  so  bad  that  most  of  them  need  to  bo  replaced; 
under  survey),  Perry ,  Fernandina,  Braziliera ,  Stettin  (insufficient  for 
various  reasons,  which  will  be  reported),  Saratoga  (large  crew;  too 
expensive  for  the  work  done). 

Others  will  follow  as  rapidly  as  their  condition  can  be  ascertained 
and  reported. 

All  private  vessels  under  charter  will  be  discharged  as  fast  as  their 
cargoes  can  be  transferred  to  suitable  vessels  of  the  squadron  or  sent 
home  if  not  wanted. 

The  number  of  hands  in  the  workshops  reduced;  all  extra  work  is 
stopped  already,  and,  in  fact,  as  great  and  rapid  diminution  of  the  force 
and  expense  of  the  squadron  as  may  be  possible. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Commander  Parrott ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Monadnock ,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Hampton  Hoads  with 
U.  8.  8.  Mohican  in  tore. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Monadnock, 

Hampton  Roads ,  March  Up  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  our  arrival  here  to-day.  We  left 
the  anchorage  off  Charleston  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant. 

The  engine  of  our  convoy,  the  Mohican ,  became  disabled  when  off 
Cape  Hatteras.  We  took  her  in  tow  and  have  brought  her  here  at 
the  rate  of  7  knots.  She  was  still,  however,  enabled  to  assist  us  by  the 
superiority  of  her  compasses  and  otherwise  to  aid  our  navigation. 

Owing  to  the  urgency  of  our  orders  we  did  not  stop  at  Beaufort, 
N.  C.,  for  our  launches  and  their  davits,  or  for  topmasts  and  other 
articles  belonging  to  the  Mohican ,  all  left  there  before  the  attack  on 

Fort  Fisher.  ,  . 

As  directed,  I  have  enclosed  copies  of  the  orders  under  which  1  have 

Fogs  and  a  heavy  sea  on  the  bar  prevented  our  leaving  Wassaw  until 
the  evening  of  the  10th  instant. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron , 

March  15,  1865. 


Vessel. 

No.  of 
guns. 

Class. 

Acacia . . 

5 

Screw  tug  .... 

Adger . 

8 

Side-wheel 

*  Adams . 

8 

steamer. 
Sloop  o£  war.. 

10 

Bark . 

Amaranthus . 

-2 

Screw  tug  .... 

-2 

. do . 

-2 

. do . 

2 

Schooner . 

8 

Bark . 

2 

Schooner . 

Canandaigua . 

8 

Screw  sloop  . . 

Cimarron . 

5 

Side- wheel 

Catalpa . 

(■3 

gunboat. 
Screw  tug  .... 

•2 

. do . 

-2 

. do . 

-2 

. do . 

Chatham . 

♦Chambers . 

7 

Side- wheel  tug 
Schooner . 

2 

Monitor . 

Cambridge . 

10 

Screw  steamer 

Chenango  . 

10 

Side-wheel 

Dandelion . 

+2 

steamer. 
Screw  tug  .... 

Daffodil . 

+2 

Side- wheel  tug 

Donegal . 

3 

Side-wheel 

Flag . 

7 

steamer. 
Screw  steamer 

5 

. do . 

*Fernandina . 

8 

7 

Geranium . 

tB 

Side- wheel  tug 

Gladiolus . 

3 

Screw  tug  .... 

♦Griffith . 

3 

Schooner, 

♦G.W.  Rodgers . 

f2 

mortar. 
Schooner . 

Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Actg.  Master  Wm.  Barrymore  . . .  North  Edisto. 

Comdr.  Thos.H.  Patterson .  Port  Royal,  repairing. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  Phinney - 

Actg.  Master  I.  A.  Pennell . 

Actg.  Ensign  W.  R.  Cox . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  V.  Cook . 

Actg.  Master  F.  W.  Strong . 

Actg.  Master  W.  F.  Redding . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  H.  Bennett . 

Actg.  Ensign  G.  G.  Curtis . 

Capt.  G.H.  Scott . 

Comdr.  Egbert  Thompson . 


Charleston,  stores. 

St.  Simons. 

Port  Royal. 

Do. ' 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Charleston,  stores. 

St.  Andrews  [Ga.] 
Savannah,  divers. 

St.  Helena. 
Charleston. 


Actg.  Ensign  Allen  K.  Noyes - 

Actg.  Ensign  David  B.  Hawes . . . 

Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  Boyd . 

Actg.  Ensign  Benj.  Mitchell . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  Geo. W.  Post. 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Watson . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  G.  E.  Belknap . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  F.  Nickels  . . . 
Lieut.  Comdr.  G.  U.  Morris . 


Georgetown. 

Charleston. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Charleston. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Bulls  Bay. 

Port  Royal. 

North,  special  duty. 
Georgetown. 


Actg.  Ensign  G.  W.  Williams - 

Actg.  MasterWm.  H.  Mallard - 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  D.  Upham. 


Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Do. 

Do. 


Comdr.  J.  C.  Williamson . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  E.  Cavendy _ 

Actg.  Master  Lewis  West . 

Actg.  Master  J.  F.  Winchester  . . . 

Actg.  Ensign  David  Lee . 

Actg.  Ensign  N.  Boughton . 

Actg.  Master  James  Ogilvie . 


North,  convoy. 
Carrying  stores. 

St.  Catherine’s,  [Ga.]. 
Doboy. 

Santee  River. 
Charleston. 

Wassaw  Sound. 


Actg.  Master  L.  G.  Emerson 


Ossabaw  Sound. 


*  Sailing  vessels, 


f  Howitzers, 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADKON. 


293 


Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  March  15,  1865 — Cont’d. 


Vessel. 


No.  of  | 
guns. 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Harvest  Moon . 

f5 

Home . 

f3 

Hydrangea . 

f2 

♦Houghton . . . . 

6 

6 

♦Hope . 

i 

12 

Juniata . 

13 

Jonquil . 

f2 

Catskill . 

2 

Lodona . 

7 

Laburnum . 

t4 

Larkspur . 

f2 

Mingoe . 

11 

McDonough . 

6 

♦Mangham . 

7 

Nantucket . 

2 

Nahant . 

2 

Nipsic . 

8 

♦New  Hampshire.... 

10 

Norwich . 

6 

♦Norfolk  Packet . 

6 

Ottawa . 

6 

♦Orvetta . 

2 

Oleander . 

12 

Pawnee . 

18 

Passaic . 

2 

Pontiac . 

11 

Potomska . 

6 

Philadelphia . 

U 

f2 

7 

♦Perry . 

9 

♦Percy  Drayton . 

♦Racer . 

3 

Sonoma . 

8 

State  of  Georgia . 

8 

♦St.  Louis . 

19 

♦Saratoga . 

9 

Side-wh  e  e  1 
steamer. 
Screw  steam¬ 
er,  hospital. 
Screw  tug  .... 
Bark,  con¬ 
demned. 
Screw  steamer 

Schooner . 

Screw  tug  .... 
Screw  sloop  .. 
Screw  tug  .... 

Monitor . 

Screw  steamer 
Screw  tug  .... 
Screw  tug  .... 
Schooner, 
tender. 
Side-wheel 
steamer. 

. do . 

Schooner . 

Monitor . 

. do . 

Screw  gunboat 
Store  ship  — 
Screw  steamer 
Schooner, 
mortar. 
Screw  gunboat 
Schooner, 
stores. 

Side-wheel 

tug. 

Screw  sloop. . . 

Monitor . 

Side-wheel 
gunboat. 
Screw  steamer 
Side-wheel 
steamer. 
Side-wheel 
tug. 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

Brig . 

Sloop,  tender . 
Schooner, 
mortar. 
Side-wheel 
gunboat. 
Side-wheel 
steamer. 
Sailing  sloop. . 
. do . 


Sanford 
Sweet  Brier. 

Stettin . 

♦Smith . 


♦Swift . 


*Thunder  . . . 
Tuscarora  ... 
♦Valparaiso  . 
Wissahickon 

Winona . 

Wamsutta . . . 
Wando  . 


♦Williams  . 


♦Wildcat. 
♦Ward . . . . 


8 

}5 

5 


10 


Screw  steamer 
Screw  tug  .... 
Screw  steamer 
Schooner, 
mortar. 
Schooner, 
tender. 
Sloop,  tender . 
Screw  sloop. . . 
Hulk,  hospital 
Screwgunboat 

. do . 

Screw  steamer 
Side-wheel 
steamer. 
Schooner, 
mortar. 
Schooner, 
tender. 
Schooner, 

.  mortar. 


Actg.  Master  J.  K.  Crosby . 

Actg.  Master  Benj.  Dyer . 

Actg.  Master  Chas.  W.  Rogers - 

Actg.  Master  E.  G.  Furber . 

Actg.  Master  C.  F.  Mitchell . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  L.  Churchill 

Actg.  Master  J.  E.  Stiekney . 

Comdr.  J.  J.  Almy . 

Actg.  Ensign  Chas.  H.  Hanson  . . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Ed.  Barret . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  R.  P.  Swann - 

Actg.  Ensign  Sturgis  Center . 

Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  Nelson . 


Commander  J.  B.  Creighton . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  F.  Crosman - 

Actg.  Master  John  Collins . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  F.  R.  Lewis - 

Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  P.  Williams  — 

Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  W.  Henry . 

Commander  Wm.  Reynolds . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  H.  DeWolf - 

Actg.  Master  G.  W.  Ward . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Jas.  Stillwell - 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Fales . 

Actg.  Master  R.  P.  Walter . 

Captain  H.  S.  Stellwagen . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  W.  Scott . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  S.  B.  Luce . 

Actg.  Master  F.  M.  Montell . 

Actg.  Master  W.  T.  Gillespie . 

Actg.  Ensign  Chas.  Grieve . 

Actg.  Master  D.  P.  Heath . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  W.  Brown  . . . 


Actg.  Master  E.  G.  Martin . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  T.  S.  Fillebrown  . . 

Commander  Fabius  Stanly . 

Commander  G.  II.  Preble . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Comdr.  E. 
Brodhead. 

Actg.  Master  Z.  Kempton . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Bailey . 

Actg. Vol.  Lieut. C.J. Van  Alstine 
Actg.  Master  B.  Van  Voorhis  — 


Commander  J .  M .  Frailey . 

Actg.  Master  H.  S.  Blanchard - 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  W.  Johnson - 

Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  H.  Dana . 

Actg.  Master  Chas.  W.  Lee . 

Actg.  Master  Fredk.  T.  King . 

Actg.  Master  G.  W.  Parker . 


Actg.  Master  R.  T.  Wyatt 


Georgetown,  wreck. 
Charleston. 

Do. 

Port  Royal. 

St.  John  s. 

Savannah,  divers. 
Charleston. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Charleston. 

Charleston,  repairing. 
Sapelo  Sound. 
Charleston. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Port  Royal. 

Georgetown. 

Stono. 

Port  Royal. 
Charleston,  repairing. 
Stono,  repairing. 
Charleston,  repairing. 
Port  Royal. 

St.  John’s. 

Ossabaw  Sound. 

St.  John’s. 

Charleston. 

Carrying  stores. 

Georgetown. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Savannah  River. 

Charleston. 
Charleston,  flag- 
steamer. 

Port  Royal. 

Ossabaw  Sound. 

Fernandina. 

North  Edisto. 

Tybee. 

Charleston. 

Port  Royal. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Doboy  Sound. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Georgetown. 

St.  Helena. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 


Ossabaw  Sound. 
Port  Royal. 

Stono. 

Port  Royal. 

Do. 

Georgetown. 

Stono. 

St.  Helena. 
Light-House  Inlet. 


*  Sailing  vessels. 


f  Howitzers. 


J,  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral. 
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Report  of  Acting  Yolunteer  Lieutenant  Swann ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  Lodona ,  regarding  the  destruction  of  salt  works  in 

McIntosh  County ,  Ga. 

U.  S.  S.  Lodona, 

Sapelo  Sound ,  March  15, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  destruction  of  an  extensive  salt 
work  on  Broro  Neck,  McIntosh  County,  Ga. 

The  boilers,  of  which  there  were  twelve,  were  supplied  with  water 
by  a  small  steam  engine.  As  the  engine  was  nearly  new  and  in  good 
condition,  I  brought  it  off,  and  will  send  it  to  Port  Royal  by  the  first 
opportunity. 

I  have  burned  ten  buildings,  a  large  quantity  of  firewood  and  hewn 
timber,  100  bushels  of  salt,  and  a  number  of  new  barrels  and  staves. 

The  command  of  the  expedition  was  intrusted  to  Acting  Ensign  L.  B. 
Brigham.  He  was  accompanied  by  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer 
James  Mollineaux.  Mr.  Brigham  did  his  work  quickly  and  thoroughly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  P.  Swann, 

Acting  Yolunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Lodona. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Creighton ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Mingoe ,  regarding  expedition  into  Waccamaw  River  in  search  of 
marauders. 

U.  S.  S.  Mingoe, 
Georgetown,  S.  C. ,  March  16, 1865. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  proceeded  up  the  Waccamaw  with 
the  vessel  under  my  command  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  some 
marauders  who  were  stealing  grain  and  provisions  from  the  plantations 
on  the  river.  1  went  as  far  as  the  junction  of  Bull’s  Creek  and  Wac¬ 
camaw,  and  sent  my  boat  up  the  river  and  succeeded  in  capturing  the 
flatboat  with  the  articles  stolen,  but  the  men  made  their  escape  into  the 
swamp,  with  the  exception  of  one  old  man  and  a  boy,  who,  upon  exam¬ 
ining  them,  found  they  were  rather  pressed  into  service;  that  they  had 
come  down  in  a  small  boat  to  buy  rice,  and  came  across  this  flatboat. 
The  man  was  old  and  sickly,  and  the  boy  not  more  than  13  years  of  age. 
I  let  them  go  home.  The  provisions  captured  were  given  back  to  the 
plantations.  There  were  some  30  in  number  on  board  the  flatboat, 
armed,  and  were  deserters  from  the  rebel  Army,  and  represent  them¬ 
selves  as  starving.  The}^  took  the  provisions,  but  did  not  harm  any  of 
the  people.  Mr.  Buck,  a  planter  on  the  river,  thinks  that  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  gunboat  and  this  capture  will  prevent  any  further  trouble 
of  the  same  kind,  and  if  there  is  any,  he  will  inform  you. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Blakeley  Creighton, 

Commander. 

Captain  Stellwagen, 

Pawnee ,  Senior  Officer  Present. 


United  States  Steamer  Bibb. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  IT.  S. 

Navy ,  to  send  mortar  schooner  to  Key  1 Vest. 

Navy  Department,  March  17, 1865. 

Sin:  Ninel  one  of  the  schooners  of  your  squadron,  formerly  mortar 
vessels,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling  at  Key  West.  He  is  much 
in  need  of  a  suitable  sailing  vessel  to  carry  coal,  provisions,  etc.,  to  the 
stations  of  his  command.  No  armament,  excepting  a  howitzer,  would 
be  needed. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles,  ' 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Assistant’  Boutelle,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey ,  regarding  injuries 
to  Coast  Survey  steamer  Bibb ,  resulting  from  the  explosion  of  a  tor¬ 
pedo  in  Charleston  Harbor,  March  17, 1865. 


U.  S.  S.  Bibb, 

Charleston  Harbor,  March  18,  1865. 

Admiral:  Yesterday  afternoon,  as  this  vessel  was  returning  to  the 
city  after  making  surveys  upon  the  bar,  we  struck  a  sunken  torpedo, 
which  exploded  under  our  port  bow  about  midway  between  the  port 
guard  and  the  fore  channels. 

*  The  shock  was  very  severe,  the  sensation  being  that  of  striking  a 
rock,  being  lifted  by  it,  and  passing  over  it  into  deep  water  beyond. 
The  column  of  water  thrown  up  by  it  nearly  tilled  the  second  cutter 
and  unhooked  it  from  the  forward  davit.  Sixty  fathoms  of  studded 
mooring  chains,  1^-inch  diameter,  coiled  upon  the  port  side  of  the  ves¬ 
sel  forward,  were  thrown  across  the  deck.  The  knees  upon  the  port 
side  are  started  out,  and  the  joiner  work  shows  signs  of  the  blow 
received.  The  surface  blow  pipes  are  broken  on  both  sides. 

Fortunately  for  us,  the  blow  was  upon  the  side.  To  this  fact  and 
the  great  strength  of  the  vessel  may  be  ascribed  our  escape  from  seri¬ 
ous  injury.  The  very  strong  and  heav}r  rolling  sponsons  bolted  to  the 
strip  at  the  water  line  also  contributed  to  save  us. 

I  propose  to  put  the  vessel  on  shore  at  the  coming  spring  tides  to 
ascertain  what  injury  her  hull  and  copper  has  sustained.  No  timbers 
or  planks  are  broken,  and  we  shall  be  ready  in  three  days  to  resume 
our  duties. 

Angles  taken  half  a  minute  before  the  explosion  fix  our  position  at 
the  time.  The  new  light  east  of  Fort  Moultrie,  on  Sullivan’s  Island, 
bore  north  85°  east,  distant  1,530  yards,  and  the  flagstaff  at  Battery 
Bee  bore  N.  27°  east,  distant  744  yards.  The  depth  of  water  was  25 
feet  at  mean  low  water.  The  explosion  occurred  at  5:25  p.  m.,  when 
the  tide  had  not  risen  over  6  inches.  As  our  position  was  directly  in 
the  track  over  which  many  vessels  have  passed,  I  infer  that  the  torpe¬ 
does  must  have  been  placed  low  in  the  water  where  vessels  of  ordinary 
draft  would  pass  over  it  at  high  tide.  The  Bibb  draws  10  feet  at  the 
point  where  she  struck  the  torpedo. 

I  respectfully  request  that  all  vessels  be  cautioned  to  pass  close  to 
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Sullivan’s  Island,  between  its  western  end  and  Fort  Moultrie,  until 
tlie  channel  has  been  cleared  of  all  hidden  dangers. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

Charles  O.  Boutelle, 

Coast  Survey ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bibb. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant-  Commander  West ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Massachusetts ,  regarding  the  striking  of  a  tor¬ 
pedo  by  that  vessel  in  Charleston  Harbor. 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

Off  Stono ,  March  20,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  yesterday  afternoon  com¬ 
ing  out  of  Charleston  we  struck  a  torpedo;  fortunately  it  did  not 
explode.  The  keel  must  have  torn  it  from  its  moorings,  for  it  struck 
the  ship  heavily  under  the  starboard  quarter  and  came  up  to  the  sur¬ 
face  from  under  the  propeller  cut  in  two.  1  endeavored  to  pick  it  up, 
but  before  the  boat  reached  it  it  had  sunk.  We  were  at  the  time  about 
50  yards  S.  S.  E.  from  the  buoy  on  the  Patapsco  wreck. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

W.  H.  West, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Charleston.  ■ 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  torpedoes 

in  Charleston  Harbor. 

No.  115.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor,  March  21,  1865. 

Sir:  Since  my  last,  men  have  been  employed  with  tugs  and  boats 
searching  for  torpedoes. 

Those  alluded  to  at  the  close  of  my  dispatch  of  the  11th  (No.  102) 
were  at  the  entrance  of  the  Ashley  River;  thejT  wrere  of  cast  iron,  and 
placed  on  the  ends  of  heavy  timbers,  framed  together.  There  were 
four  frames  across  the  river,  having  fifteen  torpedoes  in  all. 

The  Jonquil  had  secured  one  of  these  frames,  and  was  towing  it  to 
shoal  water  to  destroy  it.  Not  too  careful  in  so  doing,  it  is  supposed 
that  the  frame  capsized,  one  of  the'  torpedoes  struck  the  bottom  and 
exploded,  but  too  far  from  the  tug  to  do  any  material  injury,  though 
several  men  were  knocked  overboard  and  some  jumped  over. 

On  Friday  evening  the  Bibb  was  marking  the  course  for  vessels 
passing  between  Moultrie  and  Sumter,  when  she  struck  a  torpedo,  and 
it  exploded,  fortunately  at  the  bow,  where  the  sharpness  is  so  consider¬ 
able  as  to  permit  the  explosion  to  glance  upwards. 

The  vessel  was  much  jarred,  however,  and  the  report  of  Captain 
Boutelle  is  enclosed. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  one  of  the  sixteen  put  down  at  this 
place,  and  which  every  exertion  has  been  made  to  raise  for  several 
days,  but  without  success,  as  they  slip  from  the  sweep. 
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The  men  who  put  them  down  say  that  General  Hardee  gave  the 
orders  a  few  nights  before  the  disaster  to  the  Patapsco,  and  that  they 
finished  that  very  night,  which  is  further  confirmation  of  the  state¬ 
ment  that  these  devices  were  reserved  until  a  move  by  us  was  expected. 

They  also  state  that  some  torpedoes  were  prepared  for  the  Charleston 
(ironclad),  which  she  was  to  drop  if  chased  by  us. 

In  the  building  where  torpedoes  were  prepared  a  number  were 
found  ready  for  use,  and  others  not  completed. 

The  divers  are  now  here  and  will  endeavor  to  raise  the  boiler 
torpedoes. 

I  am  inclined  to  the  belief  that  many  of  the  floating  torpedoes  have 
been  carried  to  the  bottom  in  cutting  away  the  rope  obstructions. 

It  is  reported  that  other  torpedoes  will  be  found  at  other  places,  but 
it  requires  time  to  find  them  by  sweeping  in  such  deep  water. 

I  have  received  copies  of  part  of  the  official  correspondence  of  Mr. 
Gray,  charged  with  this  business,  from  which  it  appears  that  he  had 
generally  35  men  at  work  in  making  and  fitting  torpedoes,  etc. 

As  soon  as  the  different  reports  and  drawings  can  be  made  out,  they 
will  be  forwarded. 

The  Massachusetts  just  reports  having  struck  a  torpedo  in  going  out; 
fortunately  it  did  not  explode. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Corndg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Newton ,  U  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
capt  ure  of  Federal  naval  officers  in  Cooper  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Jonquil, 

Cooper  River ,  South  Carolina ,  March  1865. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  22d  instant,  at  10  a.  m.,  Charles  H. 
Hanson,  acting  ensign,  commanding;  William  H.  Barclay,  acting  third 
assistant  engineer;  Henry  Lynch,  acting  master’s  mate,  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Jonquil ,  and  Richard  Williams  and  John  Ryan,  acting  third  assistant 
engineers,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia ,  went  on  shore  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  some  of  the  white  families  against  the  negroes  at  Lewis- 
field  [Lewisville?].  At  4:30  of  the  same  day  two  gentlemen,  Mr. 
Maloney  and  Mr.  Caine,  came  in  to  Lewisfield  and  reported  to  Captain 
Montell  that  four  officers  belonging  to  the  Navy  were  captured  by  a 
party  of  mounted  men,  about  30  strong,  in  the  vicinity  of  Ebough’s 
Mills,  3  miles  from  Lewisfield.  Captures,  Charles  II.  Hanson,  acting 
ensign,  commanding  tug  Jonquil;  William  H.  Barclay,  acting  third 
assistant  engineer;  Henry  Lynch,  acting  master’s  mate,  and  John 
Ryan,  acting  third  assistant  engineer,  of  the  Philadelphia,  which  was 
communicated  to  Captain  Montell,  of  the  Potomska ,  who  ordered  me 
to  proceed  down  the  river  after  embarking  his  men,  who  he  had  with 
him. 

Respectfully,  yours 

Thomas  Newton, 

Acting  Master’s  Mate ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Ilanson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  capture 
of  Federal  naval  officers  in  Cooper  River ,  March  22,  1865. 

U.  S.  S.  Jonquil, 
Charleston ,  May  10,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  report  concerning  the  capture  of  myself 
and  the  officers  under  my  command,  viz,  Acting  [Master's]  Mate  Henry 
Lynch,  Third  Assistant  Engineers  William  H.  Barclay  and  John  Ryan. 
On  the  21st  of  March,  1865,  at  the  time  of  the  said  capture,  we  were 
within  3  miles  of  my  vessel.  1  was  proceeding  to  the  plantation  of  one 
Mr.  Ebough  to  restore  order  amongst  the  negroes  on  his  farm,  and  at 
the  fork  of  the  road  leading  to  his  house  1  met  the  pickets  of  the  enemy, 
and  succeeded  in  driving  them  back  to  their  main  force,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  retreat  and  take  cover  behind  the  trees  on  the  roadside, 
where  we  made  a  stand  until  we  were  completely  surrounded,  the  force 
numbering  23,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  after  four  years  of  fighting, 
1  was  obliged  to  surrender  myself  a  prisoner  of  war  to  the  so-called 
Confederate  States  of  America.  We  marched  to  Orangeburg,  where 
the  citizens  proposed  hanging  us,  but  were  prevented  by  the  guard. 
On  the  morning  of  the  24th  we  started  for  Aiken,  [S.  C. ],  and  arrived 
on  the  26th;  left  Aiken  for  Augusta,  [Ga.],  on  the  27th,  arrived  6  p.  m. 
and  were  confined  in  prison,  at  which  place  we  remained  until  the  1st 
of  May,  when  we  were  sent  to  our  lines  as  paroled  prisoners  of  war. 
In  conclusion,  I  would  state  that  our  treatment  throughout  has  been  of 
a  shameful  nature. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  H.  Hanson, 

Acting  Ensign,  U.  S.  Navy. 

[Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.] 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Frailey, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  fortifications  in  Little  Ogeechre  and  Vernon 
rivers. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor,  March  23,  1865. 
Sir:  In  reference  to  the  forts  Rosedew  and  Beaulieu  and  the  bat¬ 
teries  on  Green  Island,  [Georgia]:  Destroy  the  bombproof s  and  mag 
azines,  after  removing  the  shot  and  shells. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding . 

Commander  Jas.  Madison  Frailey, 

Comdg.  V.  S.  S.  Tusccirora ,  Senior  Officer  Present ,  Ossabaw. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  tempo¬ 
rary  transfer  of  naval  engineer  for  refitting  of  tin  clads  for  cmny  use. 

No.  125.]  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor,  March  2fi  1865. 
Sir:  The  commanding  general  of  the  district  has  represented  to  me 
that  the  services  of  Chief  Engineer  G.  B.  N.  Tower,  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
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Canandaigua ,  are  indispensable  to  the  refitting  two  light-draft  tinclads 
in  the  army  employ. 

I  have  consented  to  Mr.  Tower  being  so  engaged,  subject  to  the 
Department’s  approval . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear- Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Garfield,,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Calypso ,  for  duty  in 
the  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  March  27,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Calypso  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  and 
report  to  Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  or  the  senior  commanding 
officer  present,  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Garfield, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Calypso,  New  York. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  V.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  U.  S. 

schooner  George  Mangham. 

No.  128.1  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor,  March  27,  1865 . 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  the  directions  contained  in  the  Department’s 
communication  of  17th  instant,  this  day  received,  I  have  ordered  the 
schooner  George  Mangham  to  report  for  duty  to  Admiral  Stribling  at 
Key  West. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Stellwagen,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U  S.  S. 
.Pawnee,  regarding  expedition  to  Conwayboro,  in  Waccamaw  River. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 

At  Sea,  near  Charleston ,  S.  C.,  March  27,  1865. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  return  of  another  expedi¬ 
tion  of  four  days’  duration  up  the  Waccamaw  River  some  50  miles,  to 

Conwayboro.  ,  ,  ,, 

Having  heard  that  threats  of  a  visit  in  force  had  been  made  by  the 
guerrillas  against  the  plantations  and  settlements,  in  view  of  which 
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great  alarm  was  felt  on  the  whole  route  by  blacks  and  whites,  I  dis¬ 
patched  the  Jfingoe ,  having  in  tow  some  ten  armed  boats,  to  proceed 
as  high  as  Buck’s  Mills,  and  leaving  it  discretionary  with  Lieutenant- 
Commanders  G.  U.  Morris  and  W  illiam  H.  Dana  to  proceed  the 
remaining  distance  by  boats  or  land.  Ihe  arrival  of  the  steam  launch 
and  two  large  row  launches  from  the  Santee  enabled  me  to  follow  with 
them,  and  the  steam  tug  Catalpa  determined  to  ascend  as  far  as  the 
water  would  permit.  1  found  the  Mingoe  ashore  near  her  destination, 
towed  her  off,  and  caused  her  to  drop  to  a  point  where  she  could 
anchor.  The  shore  expedition  had  gone  on,  and  1  took  the  remainder 
of  boats  in  tow  as  far  as  practicable,  then  causing  them  to  row.  After 
incredible  labor  and  difficulty,  succeeded  in  getting  to  Conwayboro  at 
nightfall,  just  after  the  marching  division.  No  enemies  were  encoun¬ 
tered,  but  it  was  reported  many  small  parties  tied  in  various  directions 
on  our  approach  by  river  and  land. 

The  people  of  the  town  were  glad  to  see  us;  even  those  having  rela¬ 
tives  in  the  army  professed  their  joy  at  being-  saved  from  the  raiding 
deserters.  They  assure  us  that  the  penetration  of  our  parties  into 
such  distances,  supposed  to  be  inaccessible  to  our  vessels,  has  spread  a 
salutary  dread,  and  that  our  large  force  of  Catalpa ,  4  large  launches, 
and  lO'boats,  with  about  300  men  in  all,  at  the  highest  point,  presented 
such  a  formidable  display,  with  7  howitzers,  that  they  thought  they 
would  be  completely  prevented  returning  to  that  neighborhood.  I 
permitted  several  Union  people  to  come  down  to  Georgetown;  met 
many  negroes  coming  down  in  flats. 

I  encouraged  blacks  and  whites  to  prosecute  planting  and  to  recom¬ 
mend  all  others  to  do  the  same,  for  their  preservation  in  the  coming 
time,  as  it  is  now  the  height  of  the  season.  They  are  at  work  in 
most  places,  and  even  along  the  coast,  most  of  which  has  only  been 
commenced  since  the  officers  have  on  all  occasions  since  my  arrival 
strenuously  urged  on  them  the  danger  of  a  famine.  I  think  I  may  say 
that  these  efforts  may  be  the  means  of  saving  hundreds  of  lives. 

I  passed  through  Bull  Creek  to  the  Pedee  with  the  tug  and  four 
launches,  and  destroyed  the  ferries  at  Bull  Creek  Ferry  and  at  Ya- 
hany  Ferry,  where  Steele’s  cavalry  have  been  taking  horses  across 
lately,  which  will  entirety  prevent  their  crossing.  The  river  running 
4  knots  an  hour  can  not  be  swum  by  animals.  The  hands  of  all  sorts 
fled  for  fear  of  being  cut  off,  and  will  continue  in  dread  along  the 
route.  This  route  is  the  richest,  thickest  settled  with  blacks,  and  the 
most  insalubrious  part  of  the  South.  They  say  the  news  has  spread 
into  North  Carolina,  and  these  lawless  hordes  are  much  impressed  by 
our  swift  and  distant  trips. 

William  O’Brien,  landsman,  was  accidentally  shot  by  his  own  gun. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Captain. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Gill/more ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Dahlgren ,  TJ.  /S'.  Navy ,  requesting  cooperation  in  seeking  the  best 
route  to  Sumlerville  and  Florence ,  /S'.  (7. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

March  27,  1865. 

Admiral:  General  Hatch,  commanding  at  Charleston,  informed  me 
on  the  20th  instant  that  he  had  requested  your  assistance  in  examin¬ 
ing  the  Santee  River  and  some  of  the  streams  flowing  into  Winyah 
Bay  with  a  view  to  the  selection  of  the  best  route  for  an  expedition  to 
reach  Sumterville  and  Florence,  S.  C.  Brigadier-General  Potter  will 
command  the  expedition,  and  I  respectfully  request  for  him  such 
cooperation  as  you  may  be  willing  and  able  to  afford.  General  Potter 
has  been  directed  to  confer  with  you  upon  this  matter. 

1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  Gillmore, 
Major-  General  of  Volunteers. 

Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Better  from  Major-General  Gillmore,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  cooperation  of  gunboats  in  Altamaha 
River  for  protection  of  prisoners. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

March  £7 ,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  on  or  about  the  8th  of  next 
month  I  expect  to  receive  over  5,000  prisoners  at  Darien,  Ga.,  and  if 
not  incompatible  with  the  interests  of  the  naval  service  on  this  coast 
I  would  like  to  have  a  couple  of  gunboats  in  the  Altamaha  River  near 
Darien  at  that  time. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Major-General  of  Volunteers. 

Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports 
regarding  affairs  in  Cooper  River'. 

No  iqq-i  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  ILarbor,  March  28,  1865. 

Sir:  I  transmit  for  the  information  of  the  Department  certain  com¬ 
munications  just  received.  They  refer  to  the  Cooper  River. 

The  best  information  that  I  have  from  that  quarter,  the  Santee, 
Pedee,  and  Waccamaw  rivers,  leads  me  to  believe  that  the  rebels  have 
no  military  force  near  the  coast,  nor  perhaps  any  in  this  State  noi 
Georgia,  except  a  small  force  of  cavalry.  There  are,  however,  bands 
of  marauders,  who  take  advantage  of  the  absence  of  a  military  force 
to  prey  on  all  who  have  property,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  or 
the  cavalry  are  most  dreaded  by  the  residents.  rp. 

Our  own  military  force  is  generally  limited  to  the  city  lines.  Die 
gunboats  are  advanced  up  the  Cooper  River,  and  the  ofheers  use  then 
efforts  to  preserve  order  as  well  as  they  can  and  to  extend  the  U  mted 
States  laws  to  white  and  black. 
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The  State  is  completely  on  its  hack,  and  two  or  three  movable  col¬ 
umns  of  a  couple  of  thousand  men  each  would  suffice  for  a  general 
recognition  of  the  free  Union. 

The  chief  danger  is  from  probable  lack  of  food;  the  season  for 
planting  is  at  hand,  and  the  freedmen  have  not  generally  agreed  on 
terms  with  the  landowners.  I  learn  recently,  however,  that  on  some 
of  the  plantations  the  work  is  going  on. 

The  negroes  have  generally  proved  docile  and  well  disposed,  and  a 
little  judicious  action  would  put  the  new  system  into  full  movement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdy.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Cimarron, 

Cooper  River ,  South  Carolina ,  March  28,  1865. 

Sir:  I  enclose  the  report  of  Acting  Master  Montell,  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Potomska ,  of  the  result  of  the  expedition  which  was  sent  out  under 
my  orders  to  rescue,  if  possible,  the  officers  of  the  Jonquil ,  recently 
captured  by  a  small  rebel  force,  whether  regular  or  marauding,  I  know 
not  certainly,  in  the  vicinity  of  Monk’s  Corner. 

I  also  enclose  a  report  of  Acting  Master  Montell,  touching  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  country  on  and  contiguous  to  the  Western  Branch  of  the 
Cooper  River,  and  the  remedial  means  necessary  to  its  improvement, 
and  to  regularity  and  good  order  among  the  people.  As  to  the 
requirements  which  he  respectfully  suggests  and  the  authority  with 
which  he  asks  to  be  clothed,  I  have  no  comments  to  make,  but  as  to  so 
much  of  the  report  as  is  based  on  so-called  information,  I  beg  leave  to 
say  that  inasmuch  as  it  is  based  entirely  on  mere  rumor  and  hearsay, 
it  should  be  received  with  abundant  caution.  I  have  conversed  with 
intelligent  persons  from  the  Santee  country,  who  came  voluntarily  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  who,  I  am  well  satisfied,  were  loyal  to 
the  Union  always,  and  they  brought  intelligence  widely  differing  in 
many  respects  from  Acting  Master  Montell’s  information.  These  per¬ 
sons,  who  are  not  of  the  gentry  of  the  land,  but  plain,  industrious 
farmers,  of  strong  common  sense  and  good  information,  reside  in  St. 
Stephen’s  Parish,  in  this  (the  Charleston)  district,  within  3  or  -1  miles 
of  the  Santee  River.  That  is  the  farthest  point  inland  from  which 
information,  other  than  mere  hearsay,  has  reached  me  from  any 
source. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Thompson, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Daiilgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Subenclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Potomska, 

Strawberry  Ferry ,  Cooper  River ,  March  27 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  beg  most  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  on  the  evening  of 
the  23d  instant  I  left  this  vessel  with  15  marines  and  35  sailors  from 
the  Cimarron  and  50  sailors  from  the  Potomska  for  the  purpose  of 
retaking  the  officers  captured  from  the  U.  S.  tug  Jonquil.  At  6  p.  m., 
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dark,  I  started  the  PotomskPs  men  in  boats  up  the  river,  and  with  the 
Cimarron'! s  men  I  marched  up  to  Keating  Simon’s  place,  15  miles  from 
here,  and  there  made  a  junction  with  the  Potomska's  men  and  remained 
there  the  rest  of  the  night  and  following  da}u  At  dusk  I  started  for 
Hog  Swamp,  about  15  miles  distant,  where  the  band  of  guerrillas 
were  camped,  but  after  surrounding  the  house  I  found  that  they  had 
gone  into  the  woods.  After  threats,  I  succeeded  in  capturing  a  Mr. 
DeHay  and  Edward  Dennis,  brother  of  the  Captain  Dennis.  Fearing 
an  attack,  I  at  once  made  good  my  way  to  Keating  Simon’s,  where  the 
tug  lay.  Shortly  afterwards  a  flag  of  truce  came  to  me  from  the  band 
of  robbers,  who  stated  that  they  were  willing  to  return  our  officers, 
and  hereafter  allow  no  further  interference  in  our  duties  of  Christian¬ 
ity,  and  I  have  allowed  live  days  to  effect  the  exchange,  three  of  which 
have  now  elapsed,  but  I  hope  that  my  purpose  will  be  effected,  and 
no  difficulty  will  again  arise  from  that  quarter. 

Captain  Dennis  says  the  officers  were  not  taken  by  his  command  but 
by  General  Ferguson’s,  and  when  he  can  see  the  general  and  explain 
the  matter  all  will  be  satisfactory,  and  the  officers  of  the  Navy  will  be 
allowed  to  proceed  as  usual  in  doing  good. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  Montell, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Potornska. 

Rear-Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 

April  1 ,  1865. 


Vessel. 

No.  of 
guns. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

Acacia . 

Adger . 

5 

8 

Screw  tug  .... 
Side- wheel 
steamer. 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Barrymore  ... 
Comdr.  Thos.  H.  Patterson . 

North  Edisto. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

♦Adams . 

8 

Sloop  of  war, 
ordnance 
stores. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Alvin  Phinney. 

Port  Royal. 

10 

Bark . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  I.  A.  Pennell  . . . 
Actg.  Ensign  W.  R.  Cox . 

St.  Simon's. 

t2 

t2 

+2 

Screw  tug  .... 
. do . 

Charleston. 

Actg.  Ensign  .1.  V.  Cook . 

Port  Royal. 

. do . 

Actg.  Master  F.  W.  Strong . 

Ossabaw. 

♦Bruen  . 

2 

Schooner, 

stores. 

Actg.  Master  W.  F.  Redding . 

Charleston. 

8 

(-2 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  H.  Bennett . 

St.  Andrew’s. 

Schooner . 

Actg.  Ensign  G.  G.  Curtis . 

Charleston. 

Cimarron . 

1-3 

Side- wheel 
gunboat. 
Screw  tug  .... 
. do . 

Comdr.  Egbert  Thompson . 

Actg.  Ensign  A.  K.  Noyes . 

Do. 

Georgetown. 

•2 

Actg.  Ensign  David  B.  Hawes... 
Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  Boyd . 

Charleston,  repairing. 
Port  Royal,  repairing. 

\2 

Clover . 

2 

. do . 

Side- wheel  tug 

Actg.  Ensign  Benj.  Mitchell  — 
Actg.  Master’s  Mate  Geo.  W.  Post 

Charleston. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

♦Chambers . 

7 

Schooner, 

ordnance 

stores. 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Watson . 

Port  Royal. 

2 

Monitor . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  G.  E.  Belknap _ 

Do. 

Cambridge . 

10 

Screw  steamer 

Comdr.  G.  H.  Preble . 

Ossabaw  Sound. 

Chenango . 

10 

Side-  wheel 
steamer. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  G.  U.  Morris . 

Georgetown. 

Dandelion . 

2 

Screw  tug  .... 

Actg.  Ensign  G.  W.  Williams - 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

Daffodil . 

2 

Side-wheel  tug 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  H.  Mallard  . . . 

Charleston. 

Donegal . 

3 

Sid  e-  wheel 
steamer. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  D.  Upham. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

Flambeau . 

5 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Edward 
Cavendy. 

Do. 

8 

Actg.  Master  Lewis  West . 

St.  Catherine’s. 

♦Gemsbok . 

7 

t3 

t3 

*  Sail] 

. do . 

Side-wheeltug 
Screw  tug  .... 

ng  vessels. 

Actg.  Master  J.  F.  Winchester . . . 
Actg.  Ensign  David  Lee . 

Doboy  Sound. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

Gladiolus . 

Actg.  Ensign  N.Boughton . 

f  Howitzers 

Do. 
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Vessel. 


♦Griffith 


*G.  W.  Rodgers  . . . 
Harvest  Moon .... 

Home . 

Hydrangea . 

♦Houghton . 

Hale . 

♦Hope . 

Iris . 

Juniata . 

Jonquil . 

Catskill . 

Lodona . 

Laburnum . 

♦Lightning . 

Larkspur . 

Mingoe . 

McDonough . 

♦Mangliam . 

Nantucket . 

Nahant . 

♦New  Hampshire. 

Norwich . 

♦Norfolk  Packet.. 

Ottawa . 

♦Orvetta . 

Oleander . 

Passaic . 

Pawnee . 

Pontiac . 

Potomska . 

Philadelphia . 

Pettit . 

♦Para . 

♦Perry . 

♦Percy  Drayton  . . 
♦Racer . 

Sonoma . 

State  of  Georgia  . . 

♦St.  Louis . 

♦Saratoga . 

Sanford  . 

Sweet.  Brier . 

♦Smith . 

♦Swift . 

♦Thunder . 

Tuscarora . 

♦Valparaiso . 

Wissahickon . 

Winona . 

Wamsutta . 

Wando . 

♦Williams . 

♦Wild  Cat . 

♦Ward . 


.  of 
ns. 

Class. 

3 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

+2 

Schooner . 

Side-wheel 

steamer. 

+3 

Screw  steam¬ 
er,  hospital. 

f2 

Screw  tug  .... 

6 

Bark,  con¬ 
demned. 

6 

Screwsteamer 

tl 

Schooner . 

fl 

Screw  tug  .... 

13 

Screw  sloop... 

+2 

Screw  tug  .... 

2 

Monitor . 

7 

Screw  steamer 

f4 

Screw  tug  .... 
Schooner, 
tender. 

f2 

Screw  tug  .... 

11 

Sid  e-wheel 
steamer. 

6 

. do . 

7 

Schooner . 

2 

Monitor . 

2 

10 

Ship  (stores). . 
Screw  steamer 

6 

6 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

5 

Screw' gunboat 

Schooner, 

stores. 

t2 

S  i  d  e-wheel 
tug. 

2 

Monitor . 

18 

Screw  sloop  . . 

11 

Side-wheel 

gunboat.... 

6 

Screw  steamer 

1 

Side-wheel 

steamer. 

f2 

Side-wheel 

tug. 

7 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

9 

Brig . 

Sloop,  tender  . 

3 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

8 

Side-wheel 

gunboat. 

8 

Side- w  heel 
steamer. 

19 

Sailing  sloop  . 

9 

. do . 

5 

Screw  steamer 

f2 

Screw  tug  .... 

5 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

Schooner, 

tender. 

10 

Screw  sloop  . . 

Hulk,  hospital 

5 

Screwgunboat 

6 

. do . 

6 

Screw  steamer 

3 

Side-wheel 

steamer. 

6 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

Schooner, 

tender. 

6 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

Sailing  vessels. 

Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  station . 


Actg.  Master  James  Ogilvie . 

Actg.  Master  L.  G.  Emerson  » _ 

Actg.  Master  J.  K.  Crosby . 

Actg.  Master  Benj.  Dyer . 


Wassaw  Sound. 
Ossabaw. 

Georgetown,  wreck. 
Charleston. 


Actg.  Master  Chas.  W.  Rogers  . . .  Georgetown. 
Actg.  Master  E.  G.  Furber .  Port  Royal. 


Actg.  Master  C.  F.  Mitchell . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  L.  Churchill 

Actg.  Master  J.  E.  Stickney . 

Comdr.  J.  J.  Almv . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  Thos.  New¬ 
ton. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Ed.  Barrett . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  R.  P.  Swann - 

Actg.  Ensign  Sturgis  Center - 


Do. 

Charleston. 
Charleston,  repairing. 
Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Charleston. 

Do. 

Sapelo  Sound. 

Port  Royal. 


Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  Nelson .  Port  Royal,  repairing. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Wm.  H.  Dana _  Georgetown. 


Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  F.  Crosman _ 

Actg.  Master  John  Collins . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  F.  R.  Lewis _ 

Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  P.  Williams _ 

Commander  Wm.  Reynolds _ 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  H.  De  Wolf. . . 
Actg.  Master  G.  W.  Wood . 


Stono. 

North  Edisto. 

Charleston. 

Stono. 

Port  Royal. 

St.  John’s. 
Ossabaw  Sound. 


Lieut.  Comdr.  Jas.  Stillwell .  St.John’s. 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Fales .  Charleston. 


Actg.  Master  R.  I’.  Walter 


Carrying  stores. 


Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  W.  Scott 
Captain  H. S.  Stellwagen. 
Lieut.  Comdr.  S.  B.  Luce. . 


Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Charleston. 

Savannah  River. 


Actg.  Master  F.  M.  Montell . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  T.  Gillespie. 

Actg.  Ensign  Chas.  Grieve . 


Cooper  River. 
Charleston, 
steamer. 

Port  Royal. 


flag- 


Actg.  Master  Geo.  Ashbury 


Ossabaw  Sound. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  W.  Brown  . . .  Fernandina. 

.  North  Edisto. 

Actg.  Master  E.  G.  Martin .  Tybee. 


Lieut,  Comdr.  T.  S.  Fillebrown  . . 


Charleston. 


Comdr.  Fabius  Stanly 


Do. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  ,T.  F.  Nickels  . . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  E.  Welch _ 

Actg.  Master  Z.  Kempton . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Bailey . 

Actg,  Master  B.  Van  Voorhis _ 


Port  Roval. 

Do. 

Carrying  stores. 
Georgetown. 
Port  Royal. 


Commander  J.  M.  Frailey . 

Actg.  Master  H.  S.  Blanchard  . . . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  W.  Johnson _ 

Actg.  Master  E.H.  Sheffield . 

Actg.  Master  Chas.  W.  Lee . 

Actg.  Master  Fredk.  T.  King _ 

Actg.  Master  G.  W.  Parker . 


Actg.  Master  C.  C.  Ricker 


Charleston. 

Port  Royal. 

Stono. 

Georgetown. 

Port  Royal. 
Charleston. 

Stono. 

Pilot  boat  at  Charles¬ 
ton. 

Light-House  Inlet. 


f  Howitzers. 

J.  A.  Dahglren, 

Rear-Admiral. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Nickels ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  TJ.  8.  8. 
Cambridge. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Charleston ,  8.  G. ,  April  1,  1865. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  ship  St.  Louis ,  and, 
on  receipt  of  this,  you  will  again  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Cambridge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Nickels, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Ship  St.  Louis. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  to  Major-General 
Gillmore ,  V.  8.  Army ,  responding  to  request  for  the  cooperation  of 
gunboats  in  the  Santee  River. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston ,  N.  C. ,  April  1 , 

Sir:  I  received  this  morning  yours  of  the  27th,  requesting  the  coop¬ 
eration  of  such  naval  force  as  I  may  be  able  and  willing  to  aftord 
General  Potter,  who  is  to  command. 

You  are  probably  aware  that  the  bar  of  the  Santee  prevents  the 
entrance  of  any  but  the  lightest  draft  tugs  of  the  squadron.  My 
ability,  therefore,  will  be  very  limited,  but  such  vessels  as  are  suitable 
will  be  sent  into  the  river.  These  will  be  one  or  two  tugs  and  some 
launches  carrying  howitzers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atllantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Major-General  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Comdg.  Dept,  of  the  South ,  Headquarters  ILilton  Dead. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  to  Major-  General 
Gillmore ,  TJ.  8.  Army ,  responding  to  request  for  cooperation  of  gun¬ 
boats  in  the  protection  of  prisoners. 

Flagship  Philadelphia. 

Charleston  Harbor ,  April  7,  I860. 

Sir:  I  received  this  morning  yours  of  the  27th,  stating  that  an 
exchange  of  prisoners  is  to  take  place  at  Darien,  Ga.,  on  the  18th,  and 
requesting'  that  a  couple  of  gunboats  may  be  in  the  Altamaha  at  the 
time,  near  the  town. 

Your  request  will  be  attended  to. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding. 

Major-General  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Comdg.  Dept,  of  the  South ,  Headquarters  Hilton  Dead. 
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Order  of  Rear-  Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  to  Lieutenant  O'  Kane , 

U.  S.  Wavy ,  to  proceed  to  Santee  River  in  command  of  launches  for 

cooperation  with  the  army  under  General  Potter ,  U.  S.  Army. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  April  2,  1865. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  Georgetown,  and  on  your  arrival  there  report  to 
the  senior  officer  present  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  two  launches 
recently  sent  there.  They  are  to  be  manned  from  the  crews  of  the 
Mingoe  and  Winona.  The  officers  and  crew  now  in  them  are  to  be 
returned  to  their  vessels,  respectively. 

After  obtaining  the  launches,  proceed  to  the  Santee  River  and  place 
yourself  in  communication  and  cooperation  with  the  army,  affording 
all  assistance  in  your  power. 

On  the  arrival  of  Commander  F.  Stanly,  3-011  will  transfer  the  com¬ 
mand  to  him  and  return  to  this  anchorage,  reporting  your  arrival 
to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  James  O’Kane, 

Flag- Steamer. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  IT  S.  Wavy ,  to  Commander  Thomp¬ 
son, ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron,  to  proceed  to  Alta- 
maha  River  for  the  protection  of  prisoners  for  exchange. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor,  April  2,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Cimarron  to  the  Altamaha,  to  be 
present  during  an  exchange  of  prisoners  which  is  to  take  place  at 
Darien. 

\Y  hen  your  cooperation  is  not  longer  needed  you  will  return  and 
report  to  me  here. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding . 

Commander  Egbert  Thompson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Wavy,  to  Acting  Master  Pen¬ 
nell,  IT.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Ethan  Allen,  enjoining 
vigilance. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C. ,  April  3,  1865. 
Sir.  Your  communication*  of  the  28th  ultimo,  in  reference  to  the 
f  ourth  Georgia  Cavalry  making  their  appearance  at  that  point,  has 
been  received.  In  reply,  it  is  necessary  that  you  should  be  vigilant, 


*Not  found. 
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and  let  your  boats  continue  to  patrol  the  creek,  etc.,  reporting  all  mat¬ 
ters  of  interest  to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  I.  A.  Pennell, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  Bark  Ethan  Allen ,  St.  Simon's  Sound. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  -Navy,  regarding  the  depar¬ 
ture  from  Charleston  of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Canan  daigua  and  State  of 
Georgia. 

No.  144.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor,  April  If,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  that,  in  obedience  to  orders, 
the  Canandaigua  left  Port  Royal  on  the  26th  of  March  for  Boston. 

The  State  of  Georgia  left  this  anchorage  on  the  2d  instant  to  carry 
into  execution  the  orders  *  given  to  Captain  Preble  while  in  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  St.  Louis. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  colored  citizens 
of  Charleston ,  acknowledging  resolutions. 


Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C.,  April  6, 1865. 
My  Friends:  I  have  received  the  resolutions  passed  at  your  recent 
meeting,  and  thank  you  for  your  appreciation  of  my  effort  to  carry 
out  the.  laws  of  the  Union  in  your  behalf. 

Your  race  is  now  free,  never  to  be  enslaved  again  within  the  limits 


of  the  Union. 

But  you  will  have  a  more  severe  ordeal  in  your  sudden  prosperity 
than  in  past  adversity.  I  hope  your  people  will  pass  through  success¬ 
fully. 

The  immediate  danger,  as  I  learn  from  the  section  of  the  country 
where  my  gunboats  penetrate,  is  the  probable  scarcity  of  food,  arising 
from  the  cessation  of  labor.  Meet  this  evil  at  once. 

Return  to  your  occupation  cheerfully  and  earnestly,  for  you  now 
work  for  yourselves. 

Respect  the  Sabbath  and  keep  it  faithfully.  I  shall  always  do  what 
I  can  to  further  your  real  interests. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  your  prosperity  and  happiness, 

I  am,  very  truly, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

To  the  Meeting  of  the  Colored  Citizens  of  Charleston. 


*See  Series  I,  volume  3,  p.  428. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  naval  force  under  his  command. 

No.  147.1  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston ,  S.  C '.,  April  7,  1865. 

Sir:  Conformably  to  the  views  of  the  Department,  the  number  of 
vessels  in  this  squadron  has  been  much  diminished,  and  may  be  brought 
to  a  much  lower  and  more  economic  standard  by  the  substitution  of  a 
few  more  ironclads. 

In  the  present  state  of  affairs,  and  assuming  that  the  reduction  of 
the  rebellion  progresses  as  it  has  done,  the  purpose  of  the  naval  force 
maintained  here  will  be  purely  conservative. 

No  class  of  vessel  will  be  found  better  adapted  to  this  than  the 
monitors. 

The  number  of  men  and  officers  they  require  when  fully  manned 
does  not  exceed  100. 

The  wear  and  tear  lying  at  anchor  in  smooth  water  will  be  very 
trifling;  their  steam  machinery  is  of  a  very  enduring  character,  as  may 
be  perceived  from  the  present  condition  of  those  that  have  gone 
through  the  hard  service  of  this  station  for  two  years. 

Their  boilers  will  wear  very  little,  as  no  steam  will  be  habitually 
needed  on  one,  and  only  banked  fires  on  the  other,  or,  at  least,  no 
more  than  will  suffice  for  the  ventilating  apparatus. 

They  will  serve  as  impregnable  forts  wherever  they  may  be  placed, 
and  with  the  aid  of  a  steam  tug  will  command  the  interior  streams 
beyond  range  of  their  guns. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  to  the  Department,  until  affairs  are 
entirely  settled,  that  a  monitor  be  placed  in  Georgetown,  two  in 
Charleston,  two  at  Port  Royal,  one  in  the  Savannah,  one  in  Ossabaw, 
one  in  St.  Simon’s,  and  one  in  the  St.  John’s,  with  a  steamer  for  each. 

Making  nine  monitors,  of  which  a  portion  should  be  of  a  lighter 
draft  than  those  of  the  Passaic  class,  if  convenient  for  the  Department 
to  send  such.  These  would  require  nine  tugs  to  be  with  them  con¬ 
stantly,  and  the  remaining  nine  would  serve  to  visit  the  ports  lying 
between  the  monitor  stations,  so  as  to  maintain  a  constant  communica¬ 
tion  from  one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other. 

This,  I  would  term  the  permanent  force  for  police  and  other  pur¬ 
poses,  withdrawing  the  other  vessels. 

The  workshops  and  mechanical  means  now  at  Port  Royal,  with  a  cor¬ 
responding  number  of  hands,  would  be  ample  to  keep  these  vessels  in 
perfect  repair. 

The  divers  should  also  be  retained,  to  keep  clean  the  iron  bottoms, 
and  the  monitors  should  be  so  interchanged  as  to  have  the  benefit  of 
the  fresh  water,  which  can  be  reached  at  Savannah  and  other  stations. 

The  monitors  should  all  have  a  plank  deck  over  the  iron  deck,  and  I 
see  no  reason  why  a  light  suite  of  apartments,  with  a  mess  room, 
should  not  be  put  up  forward  of  the  turret  for  the  officers,  and  a  per¬ 
manent  awning  and  curtains  aft  for  such  of  the  men  as  preferred  to 
sling  their  hammocks  on  deck. 

If  circumstances  should  render  it  necessary,  two  or  three  double- 
enders  might  be  added,  and  a  cruiser  or  two  of  the  Nipsic  class. 

Charleston  will  always  be  secure  against  outside  attack  by  means  of 
the  ironclads,  Moultrie,  and  Sumter;  isolating  Moultrie  by  removing 
the  bridge  and  maintaining  the  communication  by  water  alone. 
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The  guns  at  Johnson  should  he  removed,  and  a  series  of  strong  lines 
maintained,  but  their  armament  preserved  afloat  in  a  store  vessel  to 
meet  contingencies. 

The  works  in  the  city  should  be  leveled;  they  are  unnecessary  for 
the  purposes  of  the  United  States. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectful^,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Stillwell,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 

the  capture  of  a  party  of  naval  officer's  from  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Ottawa,  in 

St.  Johri’s  River'. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Off  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  April  7,  1865. 

Sir:  It  becomes  my  unfortunate  duty  to  report  the  capture  by  the 
rebels  of  Second  Assistant  Engineer  George  H.  White,  Acting  Assist¬ 
ant  Surgeon  Lewis  H.  A  illard,  Lewis  S.  Smith,  coal  heaver,  and 
Andrew  Farley,  ship’s  nurse,  of  this  vessel,  under  the  following  cir¬ 
cumstances: 

Dr.  Willard  has  been  attending  Mrs.  Douglass,  a  sick  lady,  on  Mr. 
Reed’s  place  near  Mandarin,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  St.  John’s  River, 
and  left  my  vessel  yesterday  morning  in  a  small  boat,  accompanied  by 
the  persons  mentioned  above.  As  they  did  not  return  last  night,  I  left 
this  morning  and  proceeded  up  to  Mr.  Reed’s  wharf  and  sent  a  boat, 
armed,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Walter  N.  Smith,  with  orders  to 
see  Mr.  Reed  and  make  enquiries  as  to  what  had  become  of  the  party. 

It  appears  by  the  report  of  Mr.  Smith  that  they  left  his  place  at  4 
p.  m.  yesterday,  and  on  their  way  down  were  not  able  to  keep  far 
enough  off  from  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  and  were  captured  by  a 
party  of  the  Second  Florida  Cavalry  in  a  boat  that  must  have  been 
waiting  for  them.  It  appears  that  no  shot  was  tired  on  either  side,  and 
that  our  party  were  taken  completely  by  surprise.  The  only  arms  lost 
belonging  to  "the  Government  was  one  revolver;  the  boat  was  ot  but 
little  value,  and  private  property. 

After  rinding  all  the  information  1  could,  I  proceeded  down  the  river 
to  this  place  to  communicate  with  Colonel  B.  C.  Tilghman,  now  the 
commanding  officer  here,  as  Brigadier-General  E.  P.  Scammon  left  . 
last  night  for  Hilton  Head.  Colonel  Tilghman  will  send  out  a  scouting 
party  to  Mr.  Reed’s  place  to  get  a  letter  from  him,  stating  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  Dr.  Willard  being  at  his  place,  as  he  wishes  to  send  it 
to  General  Samuel  Jones,  the  Confederate  general,  commanding  the 
Department  of  Florida,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  him  released,  on  the 
e-round  that  the  doctor  was  on  a  visit  of  humanity. 

Mrs.  Douglass  is  the  mother-in-law  of  Judge  Burntt,  and  has  been 
living  in  Jacksonville  until  a  short  time  since,  when  General  E.  1  . 
Scammon  gave  her  permission  to  reside  for  a  short  time  with  her 
other  son-in-law,  Mr.  A.  H.  Reed.  Unfortunately,  Judge  Burntt  left 
here  last  night  on  his  way  to  Washington,  in  company  with  General 

Tam^ obliged  to  leave  for  the  bar  this  afternoon,  as  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  is  due  to-morrow,  and  the  army  here  have  no  steamer  to  let  me 
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have  to  communicate  with  her.  Colonel  Tilghman  will  keep  me 
informed  if  he  receives  any  intelligence.  He  had  a  flag  of  truce  out 
this  morning  and  communicated  with  the  enemy  while  we  were  up  the 
river,  and  will  send  one  out  on  Saturday,  when  I  trust  to  hear  that 
the  captured  part}r  will  he  released. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  I  am  obliged  to  make  the  above  report,  stil  I 
I  must  do  it,  and  place  myself  on  your  clemency.  It  has  been  the 
habit  of  all  commanding  officers  to  have  communication  with  Mr. 
Reed’s  family  since  we  have  occupied  this  river,  but  at  the  same  time 
I  feel  as  if  1  had  made  a  mistake  in  allowing  the  party  to  leave  so 
unguarded. 

I  will  inform  you  at  the  earliest  opportunity  of  all  1  can  hear  of  the 
prisoners. 

Refugees  are  still  coming  in  large  numbers;  40  arrived  this  day. 

Mr.  Bennett  has  commenced  on  the  sunken  steamer  Maple  Leaf ,  but 
as  yet  with  but  little  success. 

We  have  no  sickness  on  board  at  present,  but  as  we  are  having  quite 
warm  weather  I  respectfully  request  that  a  doctor  may  be  sent  to  this 
vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Stillwell, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Willard ,  If.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
release  of  Naval  officers  captured  in  St.  John's  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Ottawa, 

Off  Jacksonville ,  April  10.  1865. 

Sir:  It  becomes  my  unpleasant  duty  to  inform  jmu  of  the  capture 
of  Second  Assistant  Engineer  G.  H.  White,  Andrew  Farley  (nurse), 
Lewis  S.  Smith  (coal  heaver),  and  myself,  in  the  small  dingey,  by  a 
party  of  Confederate  scouts. 

We  had  been  to  Mr.  Reed’s,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  St.  John’s 
River.  As  you  are  aware,  it  was  a  strictly  professional  visit,  having 
been  asked  by  General  Scammon  to  attend  them,  as  a  portion  of  the 
family  were  sick.  Mr.  White  accompanied  me  as  a  companion.  I  had 
made  the  visit  and  was  returning,  when  oil'  Black  Point  we  saw  a 
small  boat  going,  it  seemed,  to  Mandarin.  We  paid  no  attention  to  it, 
as  we  thought  it  was  from  Jacksonville,  it  being  in  the  middle  of  the 
river,  but  soon  as  they  got  well  on  our  quarter  they  edged  toward  us. 
We  were  then  sailing  and  pulling  against  the  tide,  so  had  no  chance  to 
get  away,  and  having  only  one  pistol  could  not  make  resistance.  They 
ordered  us  to  surrender,  which  we  did,  as  there  were  5  armed  men  in 
their  boat  and  10  on  shore,  ready  to  tire  into  us  in  case  we  made  resist¬ 
ance.  They  immediately  carried  us  on  shore,  where  I  explained  to 
the  officer  in  command  our  situation,  but  he  could  do  nothing.  We 
were  then  marched  to  Baldwin,  where  we  arrived  the  next  morning  at 
9  o’clock.  We  were  presented  immediately  to  Colonel  C.  Smith,  com¬ 
manding  forces  at  Baldwin.  To  him  I  stated  the  circumstances  of  our 
capture.  He  said  he  could  not  act  in  the  matter,  but  that  he  expected 
Major-General  Jones  in  a  few  hours,  when  it  would  be  referred  to  him. 
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The  general  arrived  at  12  m.  On  hearing  the  case,  decided  imme¬ 
diately  that  1  should -be  released;  that  the  object  of  my  visit  was  a  suf¬ 
ficient  guarantee  any  where,  and  that  the  remainder  of  the  party  should 
have  been  released  if  the  two  scouts  captured  two  months  ago  by  the 
army  had  been  given  up,  as  promised  by  General  Scammon  in  two 
official  communications.  He  said  further  that  when  the  scouts  were 
returned  he  would  assure  me  the  same  would  be  done  with  Mr.  White 
and  men. 

In  the  evening  the  two  scouts  were  returned  by  a  flag  of  truce  from 
our  side,  but  the  general  had  gone,  and  Colonel  Smith  said  he  could 
not  act  in  the  matter,  but  felt  satisfied  that  when  he  had  seen  the  gen¬ 
eral,  Mr.  White  and  the  two  men  would  be  released.  The  colonel  gave 
me  permission  to  send  anything  to  Mr.  M  hite  and  men  to  make  them 
comfortable,  and  that  they  would  be  kept  at  Baldwin  until  he  had  com¬ 
municated  with  General  Jones.  He  also  assured  me  that  Mr.  Reed 
had  nothing  to  do  with  our  capture;  that  he  never  came  back  in  the 
country. 

A  flag  of  truce  was  detailed  to  bring  me  in,  I  am  happy  to  assure 
you  that  while  in  the  enemy’s  hands  we  received  the  kindest  atten¬ 
tion.  Hoping  my  conduct  has  met  your  approbation,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Id.  Willard, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Lieut.  Commander  Jas.  Stillwell, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  St.  John’s  River.  Florida. 


Re  part  of  Rear-Admiral  DaKlgren ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  giving  list  of  vessels 
detached  from  the  squadron  under  his  command. 

No.  155.1  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  April  10 ,  1865. 

Sir:  For  the  information  of  the  Department,  I  have  to  state  that 
to  this  date  the  following  vessels  have  been  detached  from  this  squad¬ 
ron  and  sent  north  or  elsewhere  under  the  special  orders  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  or  under  the  general  discretion  to  reduce  the  force. 

Ironclads  Montauk ,  Sangamon ,  Mahopac ,  Lehigh ,  Monadnock ; 
plan  February  8;  Memphis,  February  19;  South  Carolina ,  March 
10-  Stettin,  March  2d;  Canandaigua,  March  26;  Nipsic ,  March  28; 
Ferry  April  3;  Fernandina,  April  3;  Saratoga ,  April  d;  Brazihera, 
April’ 5;  State' of  Georgia,  April  6,  sent  north;  George  Mangham, 

A  Three  have  been  destroyed,  the  Patapsco  and  the  Harvest  Moon  by 
torpedoes,  and  the  Dai  Ching  in  action  with  a  rebel  battery. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Letter  from  Brigadier'-  General  Schimmelfennig ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Rear- 

Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  expressing  appreciation  of  the 

hearty  and  continuous  cooperation  of  the  nary. 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  April  10,  1865. 

Admiral:  Being  obliged  to  leave  the  department  on  account  of 
ill  health,  I  beg  you  to  allow  me  before  parting  to  express  to  you  and 
to  the  officers  under  your  command  my  high  esteem  and  my  sincere 
thanks  for  the  uniform  courtesy  and  invaluable  cooperation  1  have 
received  at  your  hands. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  be  intrusted  with  the  command  before 
Charleston  for  nearly  a  year  past,  and  have  been  stationed  in  front  of 
Charleston  for  over  twenty  months.  During  this  period  I  mj^self,  as 
well  as  the  other  officers  in  the  district,  have  been  thrown  into  almost 
daily  contact  with  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  and  the  most  pleasant 
relations  have  always  existed  between  the  two  branches  of  the  service; 
good  feeling  and  true  comradeship  were  the  invariable  rule;  not  a  sin¬ 
gle  instance  of  discord  ever  came  to  my  knowledge. 

My  command  in  front  of  Charleston  could  at  no  time  be  considered 
in  any  other  light  than  as  a  landed  force  serving  to  render  the  blockade 
more  effective;  varying  in  numbers  between  3,000  and  6,000  effective 
men,  it  could  scarcely  be  called  a  corps  of  observation. 

I  was  not,  however,  satisfied  with  holding  my  position  against  the 
superior  numbers  of  the  enemy  and  with  being  always  well  informed 
of  his  doings,  but  made  it  my  further  object  to  oblige  the  enemy  at 
all  times  to  maintain  in  his  strong  position  a  force  nearly  double  my 
own.  By  harassing  him  continually  and  by  attacking  him  whenever 
he  was  about  to  reduce  his  force,  I  fully  attained  these  results. 

When  General  Grant  forced  the  enemy  back  from  the  Rappahannock 
to  Richmond,  troops  in  my  front  received  marching  orders.  I  imme¬ 
diately  attacked;  these  troops  were  not  sent  north,  and  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  in  Charleston  called  for  reinforcements  from  Virginia. 

When  General  Sherman  fought  his  battles  before  Atlanta,  I  again, 
under  orders  from  General  Foster,  attacked  the  enemy,  and  the  result 
was  that  troops  were  sent  from  Atlanta  to  Charleston,  though  the 
enemy  already  outnumbered  us  two  to  one. 

Once  more,  when  General  Sherman  was  about  to  force  his  way  over 
the  North  Edisto  River,  1  attacked  and  harassed  the  enemy  continually 
for  a  week.  Not  a  man  was  detached  from  Charleston,  and  when 
General  Hardee  finally  evacuated  the  city  he  had  a  force  nearly  double 
to  that  of  all  the  troops  operating  against  Charleston  under  General 
Gillmore. 

1  mention  these  facts,  admiral,  merely  in  order  to  add  that  I  should 
never  have  been  able  to  attain  these  results  without  the  hearty  and 
most  efficient  assistance  of  the  fleet  under  your  command. 

Day  or  night,  for  whatever  purpose,  1  never  applied  in  vain  to  you 
or  to  any  of  your  officers. 

More  than  once  I  was  shcrrt  of  means  of  transportation;  your  gun¬ 
boats  took  my  troops  on  board,  accommodated  batteries,  horses,  and 
all  on  their  decks,  and  risked  their  vessels  in  running  up  narrow  and 
winding  creeks. 

When  my  troops  advanced  on  to  the  enemy’s  ground,  your  gunboats 
and  ironclads  went  up  the  rivers  and  creeks,  covering  my  flanks, 
entirely  regardless  of  the  enemy’s  fire  within  most  effective  range! 
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The  artillery  practice  of  your  vessels  was  always  excellent  and  elicited 
my  unqualified  admiration. 

Under  its  cover  1  safely  retreated,  when  necessaiy,  over  marshes 
and  creeks  without  losing  a  man. 

It  is  not  my  personal  opinion  alone,  admiral,  that  I  am  giving 
expression  to.  I  believe  myself  empowered  to  say  that  it  is,  and  - 
always  was,  equally  the  opinion  of  those  commanding  under  me,  and 
as  a  proof  of  it  I  beg  to  add  a  few  lines  from  the  report  of  the  James 
Island  affair  of  last  February,  by  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Hartwell, 
one  of  the  best  and  bravest  soldiers  in  the  department.  General 
Hartwell  says: 

Of  Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson,  senior  naval  officer  present,  and  his  next  in 
command,  Lieutenant-Commander  Grosman,  too  much  can  not  be  said,  and  I  would 
respectfully  request  the  brigadier-general  commanding  to  cause  the  admiral  to  be 
informed  of  the  hearty  and  effective  cooperation  of  these  two  officers. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  your  welfare,  admiral,  and  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  those  under  your  command, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 

Brigadier-  General  Volunteers. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Daiilgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  of  acknowledgment  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy , 
to  Brigadier-  General  Schimmelfennig ,  U.  S.  Army. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Charleston  Harbor ,  South  Carolina ,  April  11 ,  1865. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  f  Oth  instant,  and  have  to  say  in  return  that  its 
expressions  of  good  will  and  honest  appreciation  of  your  comrades  of 
the  squadron  will  sink  deep  in  the  memory  of  myself  and  the  officers 
of  my  command. 

We  will  always  recognize  in  it  the  hearty  and  frank  utterance  of  a 
brave  and  tried  soldier,  whose  eminent  services  to  the  cause  of  the 
flag  we  have  witnessed  and  admired,  of  one  who  has  never  hesitated 
to  lead  his  batteries  in  the  attack. 

Your  unceasing  activity  and  skillful  dispositions  have  indeed  allowed 
little  repose  to  the  rebel  enemy  and  in  July  had  almost  placed  Fort 
Johnson  (the  key  of  the  harbor)  in  our  possession,  when  the  fall  of 
Charleston  must  have  followed  not  long  after. 

I  lament,  general,  the  cause  of  your  departure,  and  hope  earnestly 
that  the  power  who  holds  the  lives  of  men,  as  well  as  the  destiny  of 
battles  in  His  hand,  will  restore  you  to  health  and  to  the  usefulness 
which,  as  a  general  and  a  citizen,  has  always  characterized  your  career. 

I  am  gratilied  in  having  the  opportunity  of  tendering  you  the  best 
accommodation  homeward  that  the  Massachusetts  will  afford. 

You  will  carry  with  you  the  best  wishes  of  your  naval  comrades, 
which  you  are  so  well  entitled  to. 

I  am,  general,  with  all  respect,  your  friend, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  A.  Schimmelfennig, 

Commanding  Defenses  of  Charleston ,  etc. 
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Raising  of  the  United  States  flag  on  Fort  Sumter ,  April  15i  1865. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting 
general  order  of  the  War  Department  regarding  ceremonies. 

Navy  Department,  March  £8,  1865. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  an  Executive  order  relative  to  the 
raising  of  the  flag  of  the  United  States  upon  the  ruins  of  Fort  Sumter 
by  Brevet  Major-General  Anderson,  on  the  14th  of  April  next.  The 
honorable  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  pursuance  of  the  aforesaid  order 
communicates  the  invitation  to  the  naval  forces  at  Chaileston  and 
their  commander  on  that  station  to  participate  in  the  ceremonies  of 
the  occasion,  and  has  asked  the  aid  of  this  Department  in  directing  the 
respective  parts  which  shall  be  taken  by  the  naval  and  military  forces. 

The  Department  intrusts  to  you,  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
naval  forces  at  Charleston,  to  adopt  befitting  measures  for  the  occasion 
in  question.  You  will  confer  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Department  and  unite  with  him  in  carrying  out  the  orders  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  for  raising  the  old  flag  upon  the  walls 
of  Sumter. 

Very  respectfully,  etc. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg .  South  Atlantic  Blockdg .  Squadron ,  Charleston,  S.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 


War  Department, 
Washington  City ,  March  2 8 ,  1865. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  President’s 
order  in  relation  to  raising  the  flag  of  the  United  States  upon  the  ruins 
of  Fort  Sumter  by  Major-General  Anderson,  on  the  14th  day  of  April 
next.  You  will  observe  that  the  President  directs  that  the  naval  force 
at  Charleston  and  their  commander  on  that  station  be  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  occasion.  It  gives  me  pleasure, 
through  you,  to  communicate  that  invitation,  and  1  shall  be  happy  to 
confer  with  vou  in  regard  to  the  ceremonies  befitting  that  occasion, 
and  to  have  your  aid  in  directing  the  respective  parts  which  shall  be 
taken  by  the  naval  and  military  forces.  For  that  purpose  I  will  have 
the  honor  of  calling  upon  you  in  a  half  hour  from  this  time. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Subenclosure.] 

General  Orders,  )  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General’s  Office, 

No.  50.  j  Washington ,  March  #7,  1865. 

Ordered ,  First.  That  at  the  hour  of  noon,  on  the  14th  day  of  April, 
1865,  Brevet  Major-General  Anderson  will  raise  and  plant  upon  the 
ruins  of  Fort  Sumter,  in  Charleston  Harbor,  the  same  United  States 
flag  which  floated  over  the  battlements  of  that  fort  during  the  rebel 
assault,  and  which  was  lowered  and  saluted  by  him  and  the  small  force 
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of  his  command  when  the  works  were  evacuated  on  the  14th  day  of 
April,  1861. 

Second.  That  the  flag-,  when  raised,  be  saluted  by  one  hundred  guns 
from  Fort  Sumter,  and  by  a  national  salute  from  every  fort  and  rebel 
battery  that  tired  upon  Fort  Sumter. 

Third.  That  suitable  ceremonies  be  had  upon  the  occasion,  under 
the  direction  of  Major  General  William  T.  Sherman,  whose  military 
operations  compelled  the  rebels  to  evacuate  Charleston,  or,  in  his 
absence,  under  the  charge  of  Major-General  Q.  A.  Gillmore,  command¬ 
ing  the  Department.  Among  the  ceremonies  will  be  the  delivery  of  a 
public  address  by  the  Reverend  Henry  Ward  Beecher. 

Fourth.  That  the  naval  forces  at  Charleston  and  their  commander 
on  that  station  be  invited  to  participate  in  the  ceremonies  of  the 
occasion. 

By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War  acknowledging  the  receipt 

of  general  order. 

Navy  Department,  March  28,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  enclosing  an  Executive  order  relative  to  raising  the  flag  on 
Fort  Sumter,  and,  in  pursuance  thereof,  extending  an  invitation  to 
the  naval  forces  at  Charleston  and  their  commander  on  that  station  to 
participate  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  occasion. 

Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  has  been  advised  of  the  invitation  extended, 
and  has  been  authorized  as  the  commander  of  the  naval  forces  at 
Charleston  to  confer  with  the  commander  of  the  department  and  to 
unite  with  him  in  honoring  the  occasion  in  question. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  E.  VI.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 
Charleston  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  April  5,  1865. 

Bj^  order  of  his  Excellency  President  Lincoln,  the  flag  of  the  Union 
that  was  hauled  down  at  Fort  Sumter  on  the  14th  of  April,  1861,  is  to 
be  restored  to  its  place  by  Major-General  Anderson  on  the  next  anni¬ 
versary  of  that  event. 

The  naval  forces  at  Charleston,  and  myself,  are  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate. 

Conformably  to  the  above,  the  United  States  vessels  Pawnee ,  Tus¬ 
can  ora,  Sonoma,  Passaic,  Catskill ,  Adams,  and  such  others  as  can  be 
spared,  will  take  position  as  hereafter  directed,  near  Fort  Sumter,  by 
6  o’clock  the  morning  of  the  14th. 

As  soon  as  the  ceremony  begins  in  the  fort,  each  vessel  will  dress 
full,  in  colors. 
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When  the  flag  is  hoisted  on  Sumter,  each  vessel  will  man  yards— or 
rigging,  if  without  yards — and  then  give  three  cheers 5  then  lay  in  and 
down,  which  having  been  done,  each  vessel  will  tire  a  salute  of  100 
guns,  beginning  with  the  senior  ship’s  first  gun,  and  not  continuing 

after  her  last  gun.  .  , 

A  body  of  seamen  and  marines  will  be  landed  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant-Commander  Williams,  who  is  the  only  officer  present  of 
those  who  led  the  assault  on  Sumter,  which  1  ordered,  Septembi  1  0, 
1863,  and  will,  therefore,  represent  the  officers  and  men  of  that 

column.  . 

The  various  details  will  be  regulated  by  Fleet  Captain  Bradford. 

All  the  officers  of  the  squadron  who  can  be  spared  from  duty  are 
invited  to  be  present  and  to  accompany  me  to  the  Fort  on  that 
occasion. 

John  A.  Daiilgren, 

Bear- Admiral,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Gillmore,  U.  S.  Army. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 
Charleston  Harbor ,  April  10,  1865. 
Sir:  In  a  communication  from  you  of  the  6th  instant,  I  am  invited 
to  appoint  a  chaplain  of  the  Navy  to  offer  the  closing  prayer  at  Fort 
Sumter  on  the  11th  instant,  and  Chaplain  Blake  has  accordingly  been 
designated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Bear- A dmiral ,  Commanding. 
Major-General  Quincy  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Thomp¬ 
son,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron,  to  perform  duty 
connected  with  the  exchange  of  prisoners  at  Darien,  Ga. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 
Charleston  Harbor,  April  15,  1865. 
Sir:  1  am  informed  by  General  Gillmore  that  the  rebel  authorities 
failed  in  their  engagement  for  exchange  at  Darien,  [Ga.],  on  the  8th, 
and  he  therefore  requests  that  the  Cimarron  may  remain  there  a  few 
days  and  report  the  arrival  of  the  Union  soldiers  if  an}r  arrive. 

You  will  therefore  remain  near  Darien  for  ten  da}^s  after  the  receipt 
of  this,  and  in  case  of  the  arrival  of  the  prisoners  for  exchange  you 
will  immediately  proceed  to  the  commanding-general  at  Port  Royal. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Bear- Admiral,  Commanding . 

Commander  Egbert  Thompson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron. 
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Letter  from  Rea?'- Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General 
Gillmore,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  measures  of  cooperation  in  the 
defense  of  Fernandina. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 
Charlesto?i  Harbor ,  April  15,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  received  yours  of  the  13th  instant,  stating-  that  an  attack 
was  expected  at  an  early  da}r  on  Fernandina,  and  asking-  that,  a  gun¬ 
boat  be  stationed  at  that  place. 

I  have  ordered  the  Sonoma  to  Fernandina  to  assist  in  the  defense  of 
the  place,  and  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding. 

Major-General  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Departme?it  of  the  South. 


Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

April  15,  1865. 


Vessel. 

No.  of 
guns. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

5 

Screw  tug _ 

Actg.  Master  W.  Barrymore . 

Charleston,  repairing. 

*Adams . 

8 

Sloop-of-war 

Actg.Vol.  Lieut.  Alvin  Phinney. 

Do. 

10 

f2 

(ordnance). 
Bark . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  I.  A.  Pennell . . . 
Actg.  Ensign  W.  R.  Cox . 

St.  Simon’s. 

Screw  tug  .... 
. do . 

f2 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  V.  Cook . 

Port  Royal. 

f2 

2 

Actg.  Master  F.  W.  Strong . 

Schooner 

Actg.  Master  W.  F.  Redding . 

Charleston. 

*Blunt . 

2 

(stores) . 

. do . 

Actg.  Ensign  G.  G.  Curtis . 

Comdr.  Egbert  Thompson . 

Charleston  divers. 
Altamaha. 

n 

n 

+2 

gunboat. 
Screw  tug  .... 
. do . 

Actg.  Ensign  Allen  K.  Xoyes _ 

Georgetown. 

Actg.  Ensign  David  B.  Hawes . . . 
Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  Boyd . 

Charleston. 

_ do . 

Port  Royal. 

. do . 

Actg.  Ensign  Benj.  Mitchell - 

Mate  Geo.  W.  Post . 

Charleston. 

Sid  e-w  heel 

Port  Royal. 

tug. 

Schooner 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Watson . 

Do. 

2 

(ordnance). 
Monitor . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  G.  E.  Belknap . 

Do. 

Cambridge . 

10 

Screw  steamer 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  F.  Nickels  . . . 

Ossabaw,  disabled. 

10 

Lieut.  Comdr.  G.  U.  Morris . 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

Dandelion . 

t'2 

steamer, 
screw  tug  .... 

Actg.  Ensign  G.  W.  Williams - 

Charleston. 

Daffodil . 

f2 

Side-wheel 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  H.  Mallard  .. 

Santee. 

Donegal . 

3 

tug. 

Sid  e-w  heel 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  D.  Upham. 

Charleston. 

5 

steamer. 
Screw  steamer 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Ed.  Cavendy.. 
Actg.  Master  J.  F.  Winchester.. 
Actg.  Ensign  David  Lee . 

Port  Royal. 

Bark . 

Doboy  Sound. 

ts 

t3 

Sid  e-w  he  e  1 

Charleston. 

Gladiolus . 

tug. 

Screw  tug  .... 

Actg.  Ensign  N.  Boughton . 

Do. 

♦Griffith . 

3 

Schooner 

Actg.  Master  James  Ogilvie . 

Wassaw  Sound. 

Scnooner . 

Actg.  Master  L.  G.  Emerson  — 
Actg.  Master  J.  K.  Crosby  . 

Ossabaw  Sound. 

Sid  e-w  heel 

Georgetown,  wreck. 

Home . 

f3 

steamer. 
Screw  steamer 

Actg.  Master  Sanford  S.  Miner.. 

Charleston. 

Hydrangea . 

2 

(hospital). 
Screw  tug  . . . . 

Actg.  Master  Chas.  W.  Rogers. 

Georgetown. 

♦Houghton . 

6 

Bark  (con- 

Actg.  Master  E.  G.  Furber  . 

Port  Royal. 

1 

demned). 
Schooner . 

Actg.Vol.  Lieut. W.  L.  Churchill. 

Charleston,  divers. 

+2 

Screw  tug .... 

Actg.  Master.!.  E.  Stickney . 

Charleston. 

i3 

Screw  sloop  . . 
Screw  tug  .... 
Monitor . 

Commander  J.  J.  Almy . 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

t2 

2 

Mate  R.  Williams . 

Charleston. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Ed.  Barrett . 

Do. 

Laburnum . 

H 

Screw  tug  .... 

Actg.  Ensign  Sturgis  Center  — 

1  Do. 

*  Sailing  vessels. 

t  Howitzers. 
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Vessel. 


No.  of 
guns. 


Class.  Commanding  officer, 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Larkspur .  f2 

♦Lightning . 

Mingoe . .  H 


McDonough .  6 

Mab . 


Nantucket . 

Nahant . 

*N e w  II ampshire .... 

Norwich . 

♦Norfolk  Packet . 


2 

2 

10 

6 

6 


Ottawa 


5 


♦Orvetta 


Screw  tug  .... 
Schooner 
(tender). 
Side-wheel 
steamer. 

. do . 

Sid  e-w  heel 
(tender). 

Monitor . 

. do . 

Ship,  stores... 
Screw  steamer 
Schooner, 
mortar. 
Screw  gun¬ 
boat. 

Schooner, 


Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  Nelson 


Lieut.  Comdr.  S.  P.  Quacken- 
bush. 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Knapp . . 


Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  E.  R.  Lewis... 
Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  P.  Williams... 

Comdr.  Wm.  Reynolds . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  H.  De  Wolf.. 
Actg.  Master  G.  W.  Wood . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  James  Stillwell .. 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Fales . 


Port  Royal. 

Wassaw. 

Georgetown. 

Stono. 

Charleston,  captured. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Do. 

Port  Royal. 

St.  John's. 

Ossabaw. 

St.  John’s. 

Charleston. 


stores. 


Oleander . 

Passaic . 

Pawnee . 

Pontiac . 

Potomska . 

Philadelphia . . . 

Pettit . 

♦Para . 

*Percy  Drayton 
♦Racer . 

Sonoma . 


+2 

2 

18 

11 

6 

fl 

2 

7 


3 

8 


Sanford 
Sweet  Brier 
*Smith . 


5 


+2 


5 


♦Swift 


♦Thunder  .. 
Tuscarora  .. 
♦Valparaiso 


10 


Wissahickon .  5 


Winona  . . 
Wamsutta 
Wando  ... 


6 

6 

3 


♦Williams .  6 


♦Ward .  5 

♦Wild  Cat . . 

Adger .  8 


Hale . 

Lodona . . . 
♦St.  Louis 


6 

7 

19 


Sid  e-w  heel 
tug. 

Monitor . 

Screw  sloop  . . 
Sid  e-whee  1 
gunboat. 
Screw  steamer 
Sid  e-w  heel 
steamer. 

S  i  d  e-w  heel 
tug. 

Schooner, 
mortar. 
Sloop,  tender  . 
Schooner, 
mortar. 
Side-wheel 
gunboat. 
Screw  steamer 
Screw  tug  .... 
Schooner, 
mortar. 
Schooner, 
tender. 

Sloop,  tender  . 
Screw  sloop  .. 
Hulk  (hospi¬ 
tal). 

Screw  gun¬ 
boat. 

. do . 

Screwsteamer 

Side-wheel 

steamer. 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

. do . . 

Schooner, 

tender. 

Side-wheel 

steamer. 

Screwsteamer 

. do . 

Sailing  sloop  . 


Actg.  Master  R.  P.  Walter . 

Lieut.  Smith  W.  Nichols . 

Lieut.  Wm.  Whitehead . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  S.  B.  Luce . 

Actg.  Master  F.  M.  Montell . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  T.  Gillespie. 

Actg.  Master  Chas.  Grieve . 

Actg.  Master  Geo.  Ashbury . 


Actg.  Master  E.  G.  Martin . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  T.  S.  Fillebrown. 

Actg.  Master  Z.  Kempton . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Bailey . 

Actg.  Master  B.  Van  Voorhis  . . . 


Comdr.  J.  M.  Frailey . 

Actg.  Master  H.  S.  Blanchard  .. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  W.  Johnson... 

Actg.  Comdr.  Wm.  H.  Dana _ 

Actg.  Master  Chas.  W.  Lee . 

Actg.  Master  Fredk.  T.  King  ... 

Actg.  Master  G.  W.  Parker . 

Actg.  Master.  C.  C.  Ricker . 


Comdr.  T.  H.  Patterson . 

Actg.  Master  C.  F.  Mitchell . 

Actg,  Vol.  Lieut  R  P.  Swann  . . 
Actg.  Master  Benj.  Dyer . 


Carrying  stores. 

Charleston. 

Do. 

Savannah  River. 

Cooper  River. 
Charleston,  flag- 
steamer. 

Port  Royal. 


Ossabaw. 


North  Edisto. 
Tybee. 

Charleston. 

Carrying  stores. 

Georgetown. 

Charleston. 

Port  Royal. 

Tybee. 

Charleston. 

Port  Royal. 


Stono. 

Georgetown. 

Charleston. 

Do. 

Do. 

Light-House  Inlet. 
Transferred  to  the 
Army. 

Ordered  North. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 


*  Sailing  vessels. 


f  Howitzers. 


J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


General  order  No.  39  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
announcing  the  death  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  April  19,  1865. 

A  grievous  affliction  has  fallen  upon  the  nation  President  Lincoln 
has  been  assassinated. 
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The  vessels  of  this  command  will  wear  their  colors  half-mast  until 
further  orders. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  order  twenty-one  minute  guns  will  be  tired 
from  every  vessel  in  the  squadron,  beginning  with  the  senior  vessel, 
each  vessel  following  in  the  order  of  seniority.  The  minute  guns  will 
be  repeated  at  sunset. 

The  officers  will  also  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm. 

Other  orders  will  be  issued  by  the  Navy  Department.  The  sorrow 
we  all  feel  for  our  loss  indicates  the  above  as  the  first  proper  mani¬ 
festation. 

John  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Major-  General  Gillmore ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Daiilgren,  U.  S.  Navy ,  announcing  a  general  suspension  of  hos¬ 
tilities. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

IJilton  Head ,  S.  C '.,  April  21,  1865. 
Admiral:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  dis¬ 
patches  from  Major-General  Sherman,  dated  the  19th  instant,  inform¬ 
ing  me  that  he  has  entered  into  a  convention  with  General  Johnston, 
whereby  all  the  Confederate  armies  are  to  be  disbanded,  and  a  general 
suspension  of  hostilities  is  agreed  upon  until  terms  are  approved  at 
Washington.  I  am  directed  by  him  to  cease  all  further  destruction 
of  public  and  private  property,  and  to  make  dispositions  looking  to  a 
general  peace.  General  Sherman  was,  at  the  date  of  his  dispatches, 
at  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U  S.  Navy ,  regarding  regula¬ 
tions  observed  on  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  death  of  President 
AJbraham  Lincoln. 

No.  163. J  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  ILarhor ,  April  22,  1865. 
Sir:  The  mail  by  the  Fulton  reached  me  on  the  19th,  with  tidings 
of  the  atrocious  murder  by  which  the  country  has  lost  its  Chief 
Magistrate. 

It  is  needless  for  me  to  say  that  it  produced  a  sensation  of  indigna¬ 
tion  and  grief  as  universal  as  it  was  profound  and  sincere,  far  exceed¬ 
ing  anything  I  have  before  witnessed. 

Not  having  the  regulations  of  the  Department  in  relation  to  such  an 
event,  I  caused  the  colors  to  be  half-masted  and  twenty-one  minute 
guns  to  be  fired  from  each  vessel  present,  beginning  immediately  on 
receipt  of  the  intelligence. 

I  now  perceive  that  this  has  been  in  excess  of  the  regulations,  but 
on  such  a  melancholy  occasion  it  seemed  that  hardly  any  manifesta- 
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tion  would  express  what  was  felt.  We  were,  moreover,  in  presence 
of  the  place  where  the  rebellion  had  its  origin  and  most  intense  devel¬ 
opment.  Wherever  minute  guns  have  not  been  fired  the  directions 
will,  however,  be  carried  out  exactly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  arrival 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Calypso  at  Charleston ,  S.  C. 

No.  166.]  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  April  11  J±,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  announce  the  arrival  here  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Calypso , 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Stodder,  commanding. 

She  has  been  assigned  to  duty  on  this  station,  conformably  to  your 
orders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  Confederate 
vessels  appropriated  for  naval  use  upon  the  occupation  of  Charleston. 

No.  167.]  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor,  April  1865. 
Sir:  The  following-named  vessels,  found  here  upon  the  occupation 
of  this  place  by  the  Union  forces,  are  now  in  use  by  the  Navy: 

The  Transport,  a  new  light-draft  vessel,  high  pressure  engine, 
probably  40  tons  burden. 

The  Lady  Davis,  a  very  good  iron-hulled  vessel,  no  engine,  suitable 
for  stores;  and  the  J lab,  a  very  small  steamer,  comparatively  worthless 
for  important  purposes,  both  in  hull  and  engines,  but  useful  in  various 
small  ways. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Hayward, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  transfer  of  command. 

April  25,  1865. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  naval  battery,  and  will  take 
temporary  charge  of  the  ironclad  Columbia. 
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Acting  Master  Jos.  E.  Jones  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  for 
duty  on  that  vessel. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  George  W.  Hayward, 

Commanding  Naval  Battery. 


Report  of  Real'- Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  further 
reduction  of  the  squadron  under  his  command. 

No.  176.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor,  April  25,  1865. 

Sir:  In  addition  to  the  vessels  reported  to  the  Department  as  having 
been  sent  north  or  elsewhere  under  the  special  or  discretionary  orders 
of  the  Department,  I  have  to  report  that  the  Adger,  April  19,  St.  Louis, 
April  21,  Acacia,  April  24,  have  sailed  for  Philadelphia. 

The  Fahkee,  Acting  Master  Webb  commanding,  arrived  here  this 
morning  and  has  been  assigned  to  duty  on  this  station. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Confidential  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  lieu¬ 
tenant-  Commander  Luce,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pontiac, 
to  assume  a  position  on  the  Florida  coast  to  prevent  the  escape  oj 
President  Davis. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 
Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C. ,  April  27,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  Jell.  Davis  and  Cabinet 
will  attempt  to  escape  from  the  Florida  coast  to  Cuba. 

You  will  therefore  proceed  thither  and  be  vigilant  in  examining 
the  coast  allotted  to  you,  to  ascertain  the  presence  of  any  vessel  that 
could  serve  the  contemplated  purpose. 

The  station  of  your  vessel  will  be  from  — - - to - Other 

vessels  will  be  ordered  to  watch  the  Same  limits.  The  senior  officer 
will  take  charge  of  all  having  such  orders  and  distribute  them  so  as  to 
ensure  success,  if  it  is  possible. 

I  need  hardly  point  out  to  you  the  interest  that  attaches  to  the  duty. 
Catch  the  rascal,  alive  if  you  can,  but  he  must  not  escape. 

Allow  no  foreign  vessel  to  give  shelter  to  him. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron . 

Captain  Luce, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pontiac. 

[Endorsement.] 

Coal,  etc,,  can  be  procured  at  Fernandina,  when  needed. 

J.  M.  Bradford, 

Fleet  Captain. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master 
Hamilton ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U  S.  S.  Emma ,  to  proceed  to  Key 
West  as  bearer  of  dispatches. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 
Charleston  Harbor ,  April  28,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  Emma ,  with  all  dispatch,  to  Key  V\  est  and 
deliver  the  enclosed  dispatch  to  Rear-Admiral  Stribling. 

After  which  resume  your  station,  reporting  to  the  officer  from  whom 
your  first  orders  were  received. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  James  A.  Hamilton, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Emma. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  vessels 

captured  by  the  United  States  forces  upon  the  occupation  of 

Charleston. 

No.  173.]  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  IEirbor ,  April  28,  1865. 

Sir:  When  the  naval  forces  under  my  command  occupied  this 
harbor  several  rebel  vessels  were  captured,  as  follows: 

1st.  The  rebel  ram  Columbia ,  which  was  all  ready  for  service,  armed, 
manned,  and  steam  up,  but  had  grounded  in  coming  out  of  dock, 
January  12,  and  was  saved  by  us  after  much  effort,  has  been  floated 
on  the  26th  of  April.  She  is  209  feet  long  (extreme),  beam  49  feet, 
has  a  casemate  65  feet  long,  pierced  for  six  guns,  one  on  each  side  and 
one  at  each  of  the  four  corners,  pivots  to  point  ahead  or  astern  and  to 
the  side. 

She  has  two  engines,  high  pressure,  and  plated  on  the  casemates 
with  6  inches  of  iron  in  thickness,  quite  equal,  it  is  believed,  to  the 
best  of  the  kind  built  by  the  rebels. 

2d.  A  cigar-shaped  steamer  160  feet  long,  and  said  to  be  able  to 
carry  250  to  300  bales  of  cotton,  new,  and  may  be  ready  for  sea  in 
two  weeks. 

3d.  Three  torpedo  boats,  one  of  which  is  in  steaming  order,  and  the 
others  will  be  so  soon. 

4th.  A  light-draft  side-wheel  steamer,  very  convenient  for  carrying 
stores  in  harbor  service  and  from  place  to  place  in  the  inland  navi¬ 
gation. 

5th.  A  very  little  side-wheel  boat  ( Queen  Mob)  fit  for  shoal  water. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron „ 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  enjoining  vigilance  in  view  of  the  rumored  approach  of  the 
C.  S.  S.  Stonewall. 


Navy  Department,  April  2 8 ,  I860. 


Sir:  Information  has  been  received  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Tene- 
riffe  to  the  effect  that  the  rebel  ram  Stonewall  loft  that  place,  where 
she  obtained  a  supply  of  coal,  April  1  at  6  p.  m.,  and  steamed  away 
rapidly  to  the  south.  Her  destination  is  believed  to  be  some  point  on 
our  coast,  and  every  precaution  should  be  taken  by  you  to  guard 
against  surprise  and  to  prevent  her  inflicting  serious  injury  should 
she  make  her  appearance  anywhere  within  the  limits  of  your  com¬ 
mand,  and  the  best  means  in  your  power  used  to  capture  or  destroy  her. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Rear-Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 

(  omdg.  South  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Charleston ,  S.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  to  me  every  means  to  prevent  the  escape  of  President 
Davis. 


Navy  Department,  April  28,  1865. 

Sir:  Lieutenant-General  Grant  telegraphs  to  the  War  Department 
under  date  of  the  26th  instant,  from  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  that  Jeff.  Davis, 
with  his  Cabinet,  passed  into  South  Carolina  with  the  intention,  no 
doubt,  of  getting  out  of  the  country,  either  via  Cuba  or  across  the 
Mississippi.  All  the  vigilance  and  available  means  at  your  command 
should  be  brought  to  bear  to  prevent  the  escape  of  those  leaders  of 
the  rebellion. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Charleston ,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  copy  of 
dispatch  from  Afajor-  General  Sherman ,  U .  S.  Army ,  and  request¬ 
ing  Department s  instructions  regarding  measures  for  the  capture  of 
President  Davis. 

No.  172.1  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  April  28,  1865. 

Sir:  Yesterday  about  noon  I  received  a  dispatch  in  cipher  from 
General  Sherman,  dated  25th  instant,  at  Raleigh,  a  copy  of  which  is 
annexed. 

And  presuming  that  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  Department  that 
the  object  of  that  dispatch  should  be  accomplished,  I  sent  such  vessels 
as  could  be  spared  for  a  while  from  the  blockade  in  the  direction  indi¬ 
cated,  viz,  Flambeau ,  Calypso,  Potomska;  the  Wando ,  Iris,  Gladiolus, 
and  Azalea  will  follow  shortly,  and  also  the  Winona  and  Pontiac,  mak¬ 
ing  nine  steamers  in  all. 
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Will  the  Department  please  to  instruct  me  whether  it  desires  further 
measures  to  be  taken,  or  these  to  continue? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure. — Translation  of  cipher.] 

IIdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field ,  Raleigh ,  N.  G. ,  April  25,  1865. 

I  expect  Johnston  will  surrender  his  army  to-morrow.  We  have 
had  much  negotiation,  and  things  are  settling  down  to  the  terms  of 
General  Lee’s  army.  Jeff.  Davis  and  his  Cabinet,  with  considerable 
specie,  are  making  their  way  toward  Cuba.  He  passed  Charlotte, 
going  south,  on  the  23d,  and  I  think  he  will  try  to  reach  Florida  coast, 
either  Cedar  Keys  or  lower  down.  It  would  be  well  to  catch  him. 
Can’t  you  watch  the  east  coast  and  send  word  round  to  the  west  coast? 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

Mayor-  General. 

Admiral  Dahlgren, 

Charleston. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer 

Lieutenant  Up  ham ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Donegal ,  to 

■cruise  for  first  tidings  of  the  approach  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Stonewall. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 
Charleston  Harbor ,  April  2 9 ,  1865. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  sea  with  the  Donegal  and  cruise  from  Bull’s  Bay  to 
the  Savannah  River. 

Keep  under  easy  steam,  and  pass  just  so  far  from  land  as  to  see  and 
make  out  the  character  of  vessels  passing  inshore. 

The  rebel  ram  Stonewall  is  at  sea,  and  your  object  is  to  obtain  the 
first  tidings  of  her  being  on  this  coast  and  to  make  it  known  at  Port 
Royal  and  here. 

She  is  said  to  go  10  knots,  and  be  careful,  therefore,  not  to  get  within 
her  range,  in  case  you  make  her  out. 

\Y  hen  off  Port  Royal,  go  in,  but  stay  no  longer  than  needed  to  com¬ 
municate.  As  3rou  pass  up,  and  arrive  at  this  bar,  come  in  to  report 
and  be  ready  to  go  to  sea  immediately. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  D.  Upham, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Donegal. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navi/,  regarding  informa¬ 
tion  received  regarding  the  movements  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Stonewall. 

No.  176.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  April  29,  1865. 
Sir:  I  received  yesterday  a  communication  from  the  U.  S.  consul- 
general  at  Havana,  that  he  had  certain  information  that  the  rebel  ram 
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Stonewall ,  after  leaving  Lisbon,  went  into  Teneriffe,  Canary  Islands, 
on  the  31st  of  March,  and  left  on  the  1st  April,  instant,  destination 
unknown. 

We  may  next  hear  of  her  at  some  one  of  the  Windward  Islands,  and 
then  her  course  may  lie  toward  our  coasts. 

I  have  live  monitors,  but  one  of  them  is  under  repair  ( Nahant ), 
and  the  Oanonicus  has  but  one  serviceable  gun.  Two  are  in  this  port, 
Catskill  and  Passaic ,  two  at  Port  Royal,  Ca.nonicus  and  Nantucket. 

There  is  no  apprehension  of  the  Stonewall  venturing  within  range 
of  either  of  these  places,  but.  if  her  speed  is  what  it  is  reported  to  be, 
no  one  of  these  vessels  could  go  out  to  sea  and  chase  her  about  the 
coast.  As  it  is  generally  believed  that  the  rebel  leader  will  try  to 
escape  from  some  part  of  the  Southern  coast,  it  is  not  improbable  that 
the  purpose  of  the  Stonewall  may  be  to  receive  him  on  board. 

The  ram  could  always  find  a  harbor  at  Havana  or  other  port  near 
the  coast  (ours),  unless,  indeed,  there  should  be?  an  apprehension  of  an 
aggressive  movement  on  our  part  as  a  remedy .  Under  existing  cir¬ 
cumstances,  the  United  States  would  have  little  trouble  in  landing  an 
army  corps  in  Cuba,  if  it  were  deemed  advisable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Bear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Repeal  of  Bear- Admired  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  copies 
of  squadron  orders  enforcing  the  President' 's  proclamation  regarding 
the  closing  of  Southern  ports. 

No.  175.1  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  April  29,  1865. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  squadron  orders  enforcing  the 
recent  proclamation  of  the  President  in  relation  to  closed  ports  and 
foreign  vessels  of  war,  which  last  can  not  have,  in  my  opinion,  any 
business  at  these  ports,  and  under  existing  circumstances  should  be 
restrained  by  motives  of  delicacy  from  making  visits  for  other  rea¬ 
sons.  especially  at  Charleston  and  Savannah. 

In  order  to  remove  the  ordinary  pretext  of  desire  to  communicate 
with  their  consuls,  I  would  suggest  a  revocation  ot  the  exequatui ,  as  no 
trade  can  be  carried  on,  the  ports  being  closed,  and  the  foreign  sub¬ 
jects  can  communicate  with  the  consuls  of  the  nearest  open  ports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Bear- Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosures.] 


— _ _  .by 

his  proclamation  of  11th  April,  1865,  ordered  that  certain  ports  which 


General  Order, 
No.  44. 


Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  April  27, 1865 


WL™., 


the  President  of  the  United  States  has, 
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have  been  temporarily  relieved  from  blockade  shall  now  be  closed,  and 
that  all  right  of  importation  thereto  shall  cease;  and  further  orders 
that  while  the  said  ports  are  so  closed,  any  ship  or  vessel  from  beyond 
the  United  States,  or  having  on  board  any  articles  subject  to  duties, 
shall  attempt  to  enter  such  port,  the  same,  with  its  tackle,  apparel, 
furniture,  and  cargo  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States; 

And  whereas  the  proclamation  names  the  ports  of  Charleston, 
Georgetown,  and  Beaufort,  in  South  Carolina,  and  of  Savannah,  St. 
Mary’s,  Brunswick,  and  Darien,  in  Georgia,  and  of  St.  John’s  and 
Jacksonville,  in  Florida,  as  included  in  the  list  of  closed  ports. 

And  as  all  of  these  ports  are  within  the  limits  of  this  command, 
therefore,  all  commanding  officers  of  vessels  in  this  squadron  will  see 
that  the  terms  of  the  President’s  proclamation  are  strictly  complied 
with,  and  will  seize  all  vessels  attempting  to  violate  the  provisions  of 
the  said  proclamation. 

Vessels  having  supplies  for  the  Army  or  Navy  or  other  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  Government  will  be  required  to  exhibit  proper  evidence 
thereof. 

John  A.  Dahlgren. 

Rear-Admiral ,  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


General  Order,  j  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

No.  45.  j  Charleston  Harbor ,  S.  C 1,  April  °29,  1865. 

In  case  any  foreign  vessel  of  war  should  arrive  near  one  of  the 
ports  closed  by  the  Presidential  proclamation  and  desire  to  enter,  the 
senior  officer  will  signify  to  the  commander  thereof  that  the  port  has 
been  closed  to  all  trade  or  external  communication,  save  for  naval  or 
military  purposes;  and  therefore  no  vessel,  whether  of  war  or  com¬ 
merce,  can  enter  or  communicate  except  with  the  consul  of  the  nation 
to  which  the  vessel  belongs,  and  that  by  a  letter  which  will  be  for¬ 
warded,  if  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  United  States  senior  officer 
present,  for  that  purpose. 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron , 

May  1 ,  1865. 


Vessel. 


*Adams  . .  .. 

*Allen . . 

Amaranthus 

Arethusa 

Azalea . 

*Bruen . . 

*Blunt . 

Cimarron... 

Calypso . 

Catalpa _ 

Camelia .... 
Carnation  . . . 
Clover . 


No.  of 
guns. 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


8 

10 

•2 

■2 

■2 

o 


Sloop  of  war, 
ordnance. 

Bark . 

Screw  tug  .... 

- do . . 

_ do . 

S  c hoone r , 
stores. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  Phinney _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  I.  A.  Pennell . . . 

Actg.  Ensign  W.  R.  Cox . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  V.  Cook . 

Actg.  Master  F.  W.  Strong . 

Actg.  Master  W.  F.  Redding . 


2 


3 

2 

2 


Schooner . 

Side-wh  eel 
gunboat. 
Screw  steamer 
Screw  tug  .... 

- do . 

. do . 

- do . 


Actg.  Ensign  G.  G.  Curtis . 

Commander  Egbert  Thompson  . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  L.  N.  Stodder  . . 

Actg.  Ensign  Allen  K.  Noyes _ 

Actg.  Ensign  David  B.  Hawes. . . 

Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  Bovd . 

Actg.  Ensign  Benj.  Mitchell _ 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Charleston. 

Ordered  North. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Port.  Royal. 

Cruising. 

Charleston. 

Charleston,  divers. 

Do. 

Cruising. 

Georgetown. 

Charleston. 

Port.  Royal. 
Charleston,  repairing. 


*  Sailing  vessels. 


f  Howitzers. 
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Vessel. 

No.  of  | 
guns. 

Class. 

tug. 

♦Chambers _ . 

y 

Schooner,  ord- 

nance. 

o 

Monitor . 

10 

Screw  steamer 

10 

Si  de-wheel 

steamer. 

Dandelion . 

t2 

t2 

Screw  tug _ 

S  i  d  e- wheel 

tug. 

Side-wheel 

steamer. 

5 

Screw  steamer 

5 

. do . 

Bark . 

t3 

S  i  d  e-w  heel 

tug. 

13 

3 

Screw  tug  .... 

♦Griffith . 

Schooner. 

mortar. 

Schooner . 

S  i  d  e-w  heel  . 

Home . 

ts 

steamer. 
Screw  steam- 

er,  hospital. 

Hydrangea  — . 

♦Houghton . 

2 

G 

Screw  tug  .... 
Bark  (con- 

demned). 

1 

Schooner . 

t2 

Screw  tug  .... 

Juniata - - 

13 

Screw  sloop  . . 

Jonquil . 

+2 

Screw  tug - 

2 

Monitor . 

Laburnum . 

u 

Screw  tug  .... 

Larkspur . 

f2 

. do . 

Schooner, 

tender. 

Mingoe . 

11 

Side-wheel 

steamer. 

McDonough . 

C 

. do . 

Mflh 

Sid  e-w  heel 

tender. 

Nantucket . . 

2 

Monitor . 

Nahant . 

2 

. do . 

♦New  Hampshire - 

10 

Ship,  stores ... 

Norwich . 

0 

Screw  steamer 

♦Norfolk  Packet . 

G 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

Ottawa . 

5 

Screw  gun- 

boat. 

Schooner, 

stores. 

Oleander . 

t2 

Si  d  e-w  heel 

tug. 

2 

Monitor . 

18 

Screw  sloop  . . 

11 

Side-wheel 

gunboat. 

6 

Screw  steamer 

D 

Side-wheel 

steamer. 

2 

Side  -  wh  eel 

tug. 

6 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

Sloop,  tender  . 

3 

Schoon e  r, 

mortar. 

8 

Side-wheel 

gunboat. 

5 

Screw  steamer 

1 

Screw  tug  .... 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

Ship,  supplies. 
Schooner . 

Schooner, 

tender. 

Sloop,  tender. 

Tuscarora . 

10 

Screw  sloop. . . 

Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Actg.  Master  Wm.  Watson . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  G.  E.  Belknap  — 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  F.  Nickels 
Lieut.  Comdr.  G.  U.  Morris . 

Actg.  Ensign  G.  W.  Williams - 

Actg.  Master  W.  H.  Mallard . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  D.  Upham.. 

Actg.  Master  F.  R.  Webb . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  E.  Cavendy... 
Actg.  Master.1.  F.  Winchester.. 
Actg.  Ensign  David  Lee . 


Actg.  Ensign  N.  Bonghton... 
Actg.  Master  James  Ogilvie. 

Actg.  Master  L.  G.  Emerson 


Actg.  Master  S.  S.  Miner. 


Actg.  Master  Chas.  W.  Rogers... 
Actg.  Master  E.  G.  Furber . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  L.  Churchill. 

Actg.  Master  J.  E.  Stickney . 

Comdr.  J.  J.  Almy . 

Mate  Richard  Williams . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Ed.  Barrett . 

Actg.  Ensign  S.  Center . 

Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  Nelson . 


Lieut.  Comdr.  S.P.Quackenbush 
Actg.  Master  Wm.  Knapp . 


Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  F.  R.  Lewis... 
Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  P.  Williams... 

Comdr.  Wm.  Reynolds . 

Actg.  Master  Win.  II.  De  Wolf.. 
Actg.  Master  G.  W.  Wood . 


Lieut.  Comdr.  James  Stillwell . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Fales . 

Actg.  Master  R.  P.  Walter . 


Lieut.  Smith  W.  Nichols . 

Lieut.  Wm.  Whitehead . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  S.  B  Luce . 


Actg.  Master  F.  M.  Montcll... 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  T.  Gillespie. 


Actg.  Master  Chas.  Grieve  . . 
Actg.  Master  Geo.  Ashbury  . 


Actg.  Master  E.  G.  Martin . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  T.  S.  Fillebrown. 


Actg.  Master  Z.  Kempton . 

Actg,  Master  Wm.  Bailey . 

Actg.  Master  B.  Van  Voorhis  . 

Actg.  Master  David  G.  McRitchie 
Ordered  to  West  Gulf  Squadron 


*  Sailing  vessels. 


Commander  J.  M.  Frailey . 

f  Howitzers 


Port  Royal. 

Do. 

Do. 

Port  Royal,  disabled. 
Port  Royal,  repairing. 

Charleston. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

Cruising. 

Charleston. 

Cruising. 

Doboy  Sound. 
Charleston. 

Cruising. 

Wassaw  Sound. 

Cruising. 

Georgetown,  wreck. 

Charleston. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Port  Royal. 

Charleston,  divers. 
Cruising. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Charleston,  repairing. 
Charleston. 

Do. 

Port  Royal. 

Charleston,  light-boat. 
Wassaw. 

Georgetown. 

Stono  Inlet. 
Charleston,  repairing. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Do. 

Port  Royal. 

Ordered  north. 
Ossabaw. 

St.  John’s. 

Charleston. 

Carrying  stores. 

Charleston. 

Do. 

Savannah  River. 
Cruising. 

Charleston,  flag- 
steamer. 

Sunk  in  Savannah 
River. 

Coast  survey  duty. 

North  Edisto. 

Tybee. 

Fernandina. 

Port  Royal. 

Georgetown. 

Charleston. 

Port  Roval. 

Do. 

Do. 

Tybee. 

Charleston. 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  May  1,  1865 — Cont’d. 


Vessel. 

No.  of 
guns. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

*Valparaiso . 

Hulk,  hospital 

Actg.  Master  H.  S.  Blanchard  .. 

Port  Royal. 

Wissahickon . 

5 

Screw  gun¬ 
boat. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  W.  Johnson... 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

Winona . 

G 

. do . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Wm.  H.  Dana _ 

Georgetown. 

Wamsutta . 

6 

Screw  steamer 

St.  Simons. 

Cruising. 

Wando . _. 

Side-wheel 

steamer.. 

Actg.  Master  Fredk.  T.  King  ... 

^Williams . 

6 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

Actg.  Master  Geo.  W.  Parker _ 

Charleston. 

♦Ward . 

5 

. do . 

Actg.  Master  C.  C.  Ricker . 

Light-House  Inlet. 

*  Sailing  vessels. 


J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant-  Commander  de  Araft, 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Conemaugh. 

Navy  Department,  May  1 ,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  sea  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Conemaugh  and  report  to  Rear- 
Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Lieutenant-Commander  J.  C.  P.  de  Krafft, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Conemaugh ,  Navy  Yard ,  Philadelphia. 


Order  of  Commander  Reynolds ,  U  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Ensign  Lawton, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  Savannah ,  Ga. ,  in  command  of  the  prize 
steamer  Amazon. 


U.  S.  Ship  New  Hampshire,  May  1 ,  1865. 

Sir:  1  ou  will  receive  on  board  Pilot  Crane,  and  as  soon  as  your 
wheels  are  repaired  so  that  jmu  can  move  (without  waiting-  for  comple¬ 
tion  of  joiner  work)  proceed  direct  to  Savannah,  reporting-  first  to  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Luce  and  then  to  General  Grover,  commanding-  that 
department,  for  such  service  as  General  Sherman  may  require  of  you, 
on  the  completion  of  which  you  will  carry  out  your  previous  orders! 

Respectfully, 


Acting-  Ensign  Lawton, 

Prize  Steamer  Amazon. 


William  Reynolds, 

Commander. 


Report  of  Rear-  Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy1  regarding  matters  con- 
nected  with  the  escape  of  President  Dams ,  and  the  rumored  approach 
of  the  C.  S.  S.  Stonewall. 

18TJ  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  May  3, 1865. 

Sir:  The  LT.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island  has  just  arrived  here,  bringing-  to  me 
two  dispatches  from  the  Department  dated  28th  April. 
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The  Department  has  no  doubt  by  this  time  received  my  dispatch,  No. 
172,  dated  28th  April,  containing  information  respecting  the  rebel 
leader,  similar  to  that  transmitted  by  the  Department;  and  also  that  1 
had  detailed  several  steamers  to  cruise  off  the  east  coast  of  Florida  and 
prevent  escape  in  that  direction. 

I  also  conveyed  to  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  at  Key  West,  the  infor¬ 
mation  I  had  received  and  the  measures  taken. 

On  the  same  day,  but  too  late  for  the  mail  steamer,  information  came 
to  me  by  the  Sanford  from  Havana  that  the  rebel  ram  had  left  Tene- 
riffeon  1st  April,  and  I  submitted  some  suggestions  as  to  her  probable 
course. 

If  the  •  movements  of  this  ironclad  have  any  connection  with  those 
of  the  rebel  leader,  she  will  seek  him  at  some  place  least  liable  to  sus¬ 
picion,  as  far  from  an  ironclad  force  as  possible,  and  will  probably  leave 
as  soon  as  the  object  is  accomplished. 

If,  however,  her  object  is  merely  to  commit  depredations  in  any  of 
the  ports  in  the  United  States,  the  place  offering  the  greatest  induce¬ 
ments  would  be  Port  Royal,  where  there  is  such  a  large  amount  of 
public  property. 

The  two  monitors  now  there  should  certainly  defeat  that  purpose, 
though  neither  of  these  vessels  is  in  the  effective  condition  that  I 
should  desire,  if  such  an  opportunity  should  occur. 

At  Charleston  there  are  two  monitors. 

The  fifth  one  is  not  now  tit  for  service,  being  in  the  hands  of  the 
mechanics. 

Unless,  therefore,  the  Department  has  more  need  elsewhere  of  the 
newer  ironclads,  I  would  suggest  an  exchange  for  some  that  are  here. 

The  navigation  of  the  Savannah  River  is  rendered  difficult  by  the 
obstructions  which  are  there,  and  the  lower  part  is  defended  by^  the 
guns  of  Pulaski. 

1  should  hardly  expect,  therefore,  that  the  ram  would  venture  in 
there,  particularly  as  the  ironclads  at  Port  Royal  are  in  very  conven¬ 
ient  distance. 

The  vessels  of  the  squadron  which  have  not  been  detailed  for  the 
coast  of  Florida  are  distributed  at  various  points,  in  order  to  have 
notice  of  the  appearance  of  the  ram,  and  to  communicate  the  intel¬ 
ligence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgken, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Thomp¬ 
son,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  senior  officer  off  Charleston ,  enjoining  vigilance 
during  the  temporary  absence  of  the  former. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston ,  May  f,  1865. 

Sir:  I  shall  be  absent  for  a  few  days  at  Port  Royal,  which  leaves 
you  senior  officer  at  this  place. 

The  inclosed  order  (48)  will  inform  you  of  a  contingency  which  it  is 
proper  to  guard  against. 
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The  two  monitors  should  take  a  convenient  position  at  the  entrance 
between  Sumter  and  Moultrie,  and  the  Cimarron  will  have  a  better 
view  of  vessels  approaching  if  anchored  off  Cumming’s  Point,  or  even 


lower  down. 

Re  vigilant  and  allow  no  surprise; 
tant  occurrence. 

Very  respectfully, 


keep  me  informed  of  any  impor- 


J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear- A  dmiral ,  Comm  a'll  di  ng. 


Captain  E.  Thompson, 

Commanding  Cimarron . 


[Enclosure.] 

General  Orders,  |  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

jSIo.  48.  j  Charleston  Harbor ,  S.  C May  3,  1865. 

The  Navy  Department  again  informs  me  of  the  movements  of  the 
rebel  ram  Stonewall ,  and  adds: 

Her  destination  is  believed  to  be  some  point  on  our  coast,  and  every 
precaution  should  be  taken  by  you  to  guard  against  surprise,  and  to 
prevent  her  inflicting  serious  injury  should  she  make  her  appearance 
anywhere  within  the  limits  of  your  command  and  the  best  means  in 
your  power  used  to  capture  or  destroy  her. 

The  Department  further  informs  me  that  the  rebel  leader, .  Jeff. 
Davis,  with  his  Cabinet,  passed  into  South  Carolina,  with  the  inten¬ 
tion,  no  doubt,  of  getting  out  of  the  country,  either  via  Cuba  or 
across  the  Mississippi.  All  the  vigilance  and  available  means  at  your 
command  should  be  brought  to  bear  to  prevent  the  escape  of  those 
leaders  of  the  rebellion. 

The  commanders  of  vessels  stationed  along  the  coast  will  use  every 
means  in  their  power  to  communicate  to  the  ironclads  at  Port  Royal 
and  Charleston  the  earliest  intelligence  of  any  vessel  approaching  the 
coast  resembling  the  Stonewall ,  and  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  rebel 
leader  and  his  accomplices.  It  is  difficult  to  fix  upon  any  precise  point 
where  this  vessel  might  be  expected;  but  once  seen,  every  effort  should 
be  made  to  spread  the  information  among  the  squadron,  and  to  bring 
the  monitors  within  range  of  her,  particularly  to  keep  sight  of  her, 
so  as  to  retain  a  knowledge  of  her  locality.  The  Canonicus  and  Nan- 
tucket  are  at  Port  Royal,  the  Passaic  and  Catskill  at  Charleston. 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Pear- Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Commander  Reynolds ,  U.  S.  Many,  to  Acting  Ensign  Had- 
field,  U.  S.  Many,  to  -proceed  in  command  of  steamer  Governor  Troupe , 
for  transportation  of  stores  from,  Savannah  to  Augusta ,  Ga. 

U.  S.  Smr  New  Hampshire,  May  6 ,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will,  as  soon  as  the  weather  permits,  proceed  to  Savannah, 
and  report  to  General  Grover  for  transporting  stores,  etc.,  to  Augusta. 
Keep  the  men  from  the  Gemsbok  on  board  the  Governor  Troupe;  take 
good  care  of  her,  and  retain  the  command  until  you  are  relieved  of  it 
by  competent  naval  authority. 
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Report  your  proceedings  to  the  admiral  by  every  convenient  oppor¬ 
tunity,  under  cover  to  me. 

You  can  procure  rations  from  the  army,  should  you  need  them. 
Respectfully, 

William  Reynolds, 

Commander. 

Acting  Ensign  Jos.  Hadfield, 

In  charge  of  Steamer  Governor  Troupe. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
Parker ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  XT.  S.  schooner  C.  P.  Williams , 
to  proceed  up  the  Cooper  Rivet'  to  restrict  plundering  of  private 
property. 

Charleston  Harbor,  May  If  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  up  Cooper  River  and  anchor  at  a  suitable  place  to 
observe  and  examine  all  vessels  passing  up  and  down. 

You  will  be  careful  to  permit  no  plundered  property  of  any  kind  to 
pass  your  vessel.  If  any  such  is  found  on  board  of  vessels,  you  will 
seize  it  and  return  it  to  its  lawful  owners. 

Be  careful  to  notify  all  vessels  going  up  the  river  that  they  will  be 
examined  on  their  return,  and  must  be  prepared  to  satisfy  you  that 
they  are  engaged  in  a  lawful  trade,  and  must  be  furnished  with  a 
license  from  the  military  authorities.  Should  you  be  in  doubt  about 
the  character  of  any  of  these  traders,  send  them  here  in  charge  of  an 
officer,  with  a  statement  of  the  reasons  which  induced  you  to  do  so. 

You  must  be  vigilant  and  use  your  utmost  power  to  stop  the  illegal 
plundering  now  going  on  in  the  river,  and  which  is  so  disgraceful  to 
all  who  are  concerned. 

To  preserve  the  health  of  your  vessel,  anchor  as  near  the  center  of 
the  river  as  practicable.  Keep  a  watch  on  deck  at  night;  do  not  permit 
the  men  to  lie  down  or  sleep  on  deck.  Keep  your  awnings  spread  day 
and  night.  Keep  your  men  out  of  the  sun  and  rain,  and  expose  them 
as  little  as  possible  to  the  night  dews. 

You  will  be  furnished  with  quinine,  etc,.,  which  will  be  administered 
as  the  fleet  surgeon  will  direct. 

Keep  me  advised  of  your  movements. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear- Admired,  Coindg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Gf.  W.  Barker, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Schooner  C.  P.  Williams. 


Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

May  15,  1865. 


Vessel. 

No.  of 
guns. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

♦Adams . 

8 

Sloop  of  war; 
ordnance. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Alvin  Phinney. 

Charleston. 

♦Allen . 

10 

Bark . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  I.  A.  Pennell.. 

Port  Royal;  preparing 
to  go  north. 

+2 

Screw  tug  .... 

. .  .do . 

Actg.  Ensign  W.  R.  Cox . 

Charleston. 

+2 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  V.  Cook . 

Port  Royal. 

Azalea . 

+2 

. do . 

Actg.  Master  F.  W.  Strong . 

Cruising. 

♦  Sailing  vessels.  +  Howitzers. 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  May  15,  1865— Cont’d. 


Vessel. 

No.  of 
guns. 

Class. 

♦Bruen  . 

2 

Schooner, 

stores. 

■) 

. do . 

Cimarron . . 

s 

Side-wheel 

gunboat. 

Calypso . 

7 

Screw  steamer 

Catalpa . 

3 

Screw  tug  .... 

•2 

. do . 

■2 

. do . 

-9 

. do . 

Side-wheel 

tug. 

♦Chambers . 

7 

Schooner, 

quarantine. 

9 

Monitor . 

Cambridge. . 

10 

Screw  steamer 

Ironclad . 

Chenango  . 

10 

Side-wheel 

steamer. 

Dandelion . 

|2 

Screw  tug  .... 

Daffodil . 

1-2 

Side-wheel 

tug. 

Donegal . 

3 

Side-wheel 

steamer. 

Fahkee . 

5 

Screw  steamer 

5 

. do . 

Bark . 

Geranium . 

t3 

Side-wheel 

tug. 

Gladiolus . 

1-3 

Screw  tug  .... 

♦Griffith . 

3 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

Schooner . 

Home . 

f3 

Screw  steam- 

er,  hospital. 

Hydrangea . 

t2 

Screw  tug  .... 

♦Houghton . 

6 

Bark,  con- 

demned. 

1 

Schooner . 

Iris  ’ . 

t2 

Screw  tug  .... 

Juniata . 

13 

Screw  sloop. . . 

Jonquil . 

t2 

Screw  tug  .... 

2 

Monitor . 

Larkspur . 

1-2 

Screw  tug  .... 

f4 

. do . 

Schooner, 

tender. 

Mingoe . 

ii 

S  id  e-whee  1 

steamer. 

6 

. do . 

Mab . 

Side-w  heel 

tender. 

2 

Monitor . 

2 

. do . 

♦New  Hampshire.... 

10 

Ship,  stores  . . . 

Norwich . 

6 

Screw  steamer 

♦Norfolk  Packet . 

6 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

Ottawa . . . . 

5 

Screw  gun- 

boat. 

*Orvetta . 

Schooner, 

stores. 

Oleander . 

1-2 

Sid  e-w  heel 

tug. 

Passaic . 

2 

Pawnee . 

18 

Screw  sloop. . . 

Pontiac . 

11 

Side-wheel 

gunboat. 

Potomska . 

6 

Screw  steamer 

Philadelphia . 

U 

Sid  e-w  heel 

steamer. 

Pettit . 

1 2 

Sid  e-w  heel 

tug. 

♦Para . 

6 

Schooner, 

1  mortar. 

*  Sailing  vessels. 


Commanding  officer. 


I 

Present  duty  or  station. 


Acting  Master  W.  F.  Redding. . . 


Charleston. 


Actg.  Ensign  G.  G.  Curtis .  Charleston,  divers. 

Comdr.  E.  Thompson .  Charleston. 


Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  L.  N.  Stodder.. 

Actg.  Ensign  A.  K.  Noyes . 

Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  H.  Bullis - 

Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  Boyd . 

Actg.  Ensign  Benj.  Mitchell - 

Mate  George  W.  Post . 


Cruising. 
Georgetown 
Charleston. 
Port  Royal. 
Charleston. 
Port  Royal. 


Actg.  Master  Wm.  Watson 


Do. 


Lieut.  Comdr.  G.  E.  Belknap - 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  F. 
Nickels. 

Lieut.  Geo.  W.  Hayward . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  G.  U.  Morris . 


Do. 

Ordered  north, 
abled. 
Charleston. 
Ordered  north. 


dis- 


Actg.  Ensign  G.  R.  Bailey .  Charleston. 

Actg.  Master  John  C.  Hamlin. . .  Port  Royal,  repairing. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  D.  Upham. 


Charleston. 


Actg.  Master  Francis  R.  Webb.. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  E.  Cavendy... 


Actg.  Master  J.  F.  Winchester  .. 
Actg.  Master  Henry  Pease - 


Cruising. 

Port  Royal,  disabled; 
preparing  to  go 
north. 

Do. 

Charleston. 


Actg.  Ensign  N.  Boughton. . 
Actg.  Master  James  Ogilvie. 


Actg.  Master  L.  G.  Emerson _ 

Actg.  Master  Sanford  S.  Miner.. 

Actg.  Master  Chas.  W.  Rogers. .. 
Actg.  Master  E.  G.  Furber - 


Cruising. 

Wassaw  Sound. 

Cruising. 

Charleston,  light  ship. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Port  Royal. 


Actg.Vol.  Lieut.  W.  L.  Churchill. 
Actg.  Ensign  David  B.  Hawes  . . 

Capt.  J.  J.  Almy . 

Mate  Richard  Williams . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  Barrett . 

Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  Nelson . 

Actg.  Ensign  Sturgis  Center - 


Lieut.  Comdr.  S.  P.  Quacken- 
bush. 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Knapp . 


Charleston,  divers. 
Charleston,  repairing. 
Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Charleston. 

Do. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Charleston. 
Charleston  (light- 
boat)  . 

Wassaw  Sound. 

Georgetown. 

Stono  Inlet. 
Charleston. 


Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  F.  R.  Lewis... 

Lieut.  Henry  F.  Picking . 

Comdr.  William  Reynolds . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  H.  DeWolf  .. 

Actg.  Master  Geo.  W.  Wood . 


Port  Royal. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Port  Royal. 

St.  John’s  River;  pre¬ 
paring  to  go  North. 
Ossabaw. 


Lieut.  Comdr.  James  Stillwell . .  St.  John’s  River. 
Actg.  Master  Wm.  Fales _  Charleston. 


Actg.  Master  R.  P.  Walter 


Carrying  stores. 


Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  P.  Williams _ 

Lieut.  William  Whitehead . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  S.  B.  Luce . 


Charleston. 

Do. 

Cruising. 


Actg.  Master  F.  M.  Montell .  Do. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  T.  Gillespie.  Charleston,  flagship. 


Actg.  Master  Chas.  Grieve .  Port  Royal. 

Actg.  Master  Geo.  Ashbury .  Coast-survey  duty 


f  Howitzers. 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  May  IS,  1865 — Cont’d. 


Vessel. 


No.  ol 
guns. 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


♦Percy  Drayton . 

♦Racer .  3 


Sonoma  .... 

Sanford 
Sweet  Brier 
♦Smith . 


t2 


♦Supply .  6 

♦Sophronia . 

♦Swift . 

♦Thunder . 

Transport . 


Tuscarora  . . . 
♦Valparaiso  . 

Wissahickon 


10 


5 


Winona . • .  fi 

Wamsutta .  6 

Wando .  3 


♦Williams 


6 


♦Ward 


5 


Sloop,  tender . 
Schooner, 
mortar. 
Side-wheel 
gunboat. 
Screw  steamer 

Screw  tug . 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

Store  ship  .... 

Schooner . 

Schr  . .  .ltend- 
Sloop..J  ers. 
Side-wheel 
tug. 

Screw  sloop  . . 
Hulk,  hos¬ 
pital. 

Screw  gun¬ 
boat. 

_ do . 

Screw  steamer 
Sid  e-w  heel 
steamer. 
Schooner, 
mortar. 

. do . 


Actg.  Master  E.  G.  Martin . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  T.  S.  Fillebrown. 

Actg.  Master  Z.  Kempton . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Bailey . 

Actg.  Master  B.  Van  Voorhis _ 

Actg.  Master  D.  G.  McRitehie... 
(Ordered  to  W.  Gulf  Squadron). 


Actg.  Ensign  J.  A.  Edgren . 

Comdr.  J.  M.  Frailey . 

Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  Brown . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  W.  Johnson... 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Wm.  H.  Dana _ 

Actg.  Master  C.  W.  Lee . 

Actg.  Master  Fredk.  T.  King _ 

Actg.  Master  G.  W.  Parker . 

Actg.  Master  C.  C.  Ricker . 


Port  Royal. 

Tybee. 

St.  Andrew’s. 

Carrying  stores. 

Georgetown. 

Charleston. 

Port  Royal. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Port  Royal. 

Tybee. 

Charleston. 

Cruising. 

Port  Royal. 

Sapelo. 

Cruising. 

St.  Simon’s. 

Cruising. 

Cooper  River. 

Light-House  Inlet. 


♦Sailing  vessels. 


f  Howitzers. 


J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Bear -Admiral,  Comdj.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Reynolds,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  capture 
of  President  Davis  and  party. 


U.  S.  Ship  New  Hampshire,  May  16,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  just  had  this  information  by  signal  from  Hilton  Head: 

Jeff.  Davis,  wife,  and  three  children;  C.  C.  Clay  and  wife;  Reagan,  General 
Wheeler,  several  colonels  and  captains,  Stephens  (late  Vice-President),  are  now  at 
Hilton  Head,  having  been  brought  here  from  Savannah  this  afternoon. 

They  were  captured  by  130  men,  Fifth  Michigan  Cavalry,  120  miles  south  of 
Macon,  Ga.,  at  Irwinville.  They  had  no  escort,  and  made  no  resistance.  Jeff,  looks 
much  worn  and  troubled;  so  does  Stephens.  They  go  north  in  the  Clyde  as  soon  as 
she  obtains  rations. 

Captain  [Jesse]  Merrill, 

Chief  Signal  Officer. 


I  send  up  the  Hydrangea  with  this  intelligence,  also  with  a  Herald  of 
the  13th  instant,  received  from  steamer  Cosmopolitan,  just  arrived. 
The  Stonewall  arrived  at  Nassau,  [New  Providence],.  on  the  6th  May, 
and  coaled.  See  Herald.  The  Chenango  and  Cambridge  left  this  a.  m. 
before  the  orders  for  them  arrived.  I  return  them. 

The  Flambeau  has  got  her  propeller  oil',  but  will  not  come  oil'  the 
beach  at  this  high  water. 

Respectfully, 

William  Reynolds 

Commander. 


Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Captain  Pickering ,  U.  S.  JVa/vy,  regarding  the  assignment 

of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Tuscarora  to  act  as  convoy  to  the  steamer  William  P. 

Clyde  in  transporting  President  Davis  and  party. 

May  16,  1865. 

Sir:  This  morning,  after  the  arrival  of  Jefferson  Davis  and  A.  H. 
Stephens  and  others  at  Hilton  Head,  Captain  Kelly,  quartermaster, 
enquired  if  he  could  have  convoy  for  the  Clyde  while  conveying  those 
persons  north. 

Commander  Reynolds,  commanding  naval  depot,  referred  this  ques¬ 
tion  to  me,  and  considering  the  importance  of  securing  a  speedy 
transit  of  these  captures  to  Washington,  whither  they  are  to  go,  I 
have  directed  the  Tuscarora  to  proceed  upon  that  service,  and  enclose 
a  copy  of  the  orders  to  Commander  Frailey. 

I  hope  this  course  will  meet  with  your  approval. 

C.  W.  Pickering, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer,  Present. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Captain  Pickering ,  TJ.  S.  JVavy,  to  Commander  Frailey , 
TJ.  S.  JVcwy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora ,  to  proceed  as  convoy 
to  the  steamer  William  P.  Clyde. 

U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  South  Carolina ,  May  16,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Tuscarora  under  your  command  to 
convoy  the  steamer  Clyde,  having  on  board  Jefferson  Davis  and  family, 
A.  H.  Stephens,  C.  C.  Clay,  John  H.  Reagan,  and  other  parties. 

The  Clyde  is  bound  to  Washington.  Convoy  her  up  the  Potomac 
River  as  far  as  your  draft  of  water  will  permit. 

Report  by  telegraph  and  by  letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  and  unless  otherwise  ordered  return 
to  this  station  and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  on  your  arrival. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Pickering, 

Captain  and-  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Commander  Jas.  Madison  Frailey,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tuscarora. 


Memorandum  of  instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  JVavy , 
in  view  of  the  reported  arrival  at  Havana,  Cuba,  of  the  C.  S.  ram 
Stonewall. 

Charleston,  May  20,  1865. 

1  have  just  learned  that  the  piratical  ram  Stonewall  had  arrived  at 
Havana  on  the  11th  May.  How  long  she  may  remain  is  not  known, 
nor  her  probable  direction  when  she  leaves,  but  it  is  surmised  that  this 
may  be  along  the  Florida  coast. 

Two  of  the  fastest  light  drafts  will  therefore  return  to  that  station 
and  cruise  so  as  to  obtain  the  earliest  notice  of  the  presence  of  the 
ram  there. 
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The  Wando  and  Pontiac  are  selected,  one  off  the  Jupiter  Inlet,  the 
other  oft  Cape  Florida,  as  the  senior  officer  may  find  best,  cruising 
toward  each  other. 

Should  the  Stonewall  appear,  the  fastest  vessel  will  keep  her  in  view 
and  watch  her  while  the  other  steams  directly  for  Port  Royal,  making 
course  so  as  to  fall  in  with  the  squadron  cruisers,  and  give  notice  to 
them,  which  will  then  join  in  the  observation  of  the  Stonewall ,  taking- 
care  not  to  be  overhauled  by  her. 

Off  Port  Royal  send  in  word,  if  there  are  means  to  do  so.  Early 
information  is  to  be  sent  me. 

The  object  will  be  to  get  her  in  reach  of  the  monitors  as  soon  as 
possible.  Lieutenant-Commander  Matthews  will  take  charge  of  these 
vessels. 

rk  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U  S.  Navy ,  regarding  certain 

vessels  of  his  command. 

No.  198.]  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  May  21 ,  1865. 

Sir:  The  Oonemaugh  arrived  and  reported  for  duty,  having  a  case 
of  confluent  smallpox  on  board;  will  be  quarantined. 

The  Emma  has  just  arrived  and  reported. 

The  Flambeau ,  Allen ,  Gemsbok ,  and  Orvetta  are  about  to  leave  for 
the  north,  and  others  unfit  for  service  or  needing  much  repair  will 
follow. 

The  Tuscarora,  left  Port  Royal  on  the  16th  instant  as  a  convoy  to  the 
U.  S.  transport  Clyde ,  .which  last  conveyed  the  captured  rebel  Presi¬ 
dent,  Davis,  his  family,  and  other  U.  S.  Government  enemies  to  the 
north. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rea/r- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

•  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Ilorbor ,  J  lay  22  ^  1865. 

(Received  8:20  p.  m.,  May  25,  via  Fort  Monroe.) 

Sir:  The  Columbia  leaves  here  to-day  in  tow  of  Vanderbilt  for 
Hampton  Roads,  as  directed  by  the  Department.  I  hope  she  will 
arrive  safely. 

Rear-Admiral  Godon  arrived  here  on  the  20th  and  left  for  Port 
Royal  that  evening.  I  gave  him  an  order  for  the  Canonicus  and  a  ves¬ 
sel  to  tow  her. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rea r-A dmiral ,  Comm  at  i  ding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  8.  Navy ;  regarding  the  Con¬ 
federate  ironclad  Columbia ,  in  comparison  with  the  Atlanta  and 

Tennessee. 

No.  200.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  May  22,  1865. 

Sir:  Conformably  to  the  orders  of  the  Department  I  send  the  rebel 
ram  Columbia  north,  in  tow  of  the  Vanderbilt. 

The  pipes  which  had  been  cut  and  removed  were  replaced  by  yester¬ 
day  evening. 

I  commend  to  the  Department  the  care  which  Fleet  Engineer  Danbv 
bestowed  on  the  vessel;  first,  in  fitting  the  pumps  to  raise  her,  and 
then,  in  refitting  her  steam  department. 

The  master  carpenter,  Mr.  Davies,  and  the  divers  under  Lieutenant 
Churchill  were  very  useful. 

On  the  solid  judgment  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Matthews  I  very 
much  relied  in  the  general  charge  of  the  operations. 

The  Columbia  appears  to  be  a  finer  and  larger  vessel  than  any  of 
the  rebel  rams. 

She  is  larger  than  the  Tennessee ,  and  had  her  casement  clad  with 
6-inch  plating  all  around. 

The  following  are  the  general  dimensions,  etc. : 


Vessel. 

Extreme 

length. 

Extreme 

breadth. 

Draft. 

Guns. 

Plating. 

Atlanta _ _ 

41 

15# 

J-4-inch. 

J-5  and  6  inch. 
6-inch. 

204 

ff2  32-inch . 

Tennessee . 

209 

48 

14 

,/2  7j-inch . 

°\4  6-"ineh . 

Columbia . 

216 

51-4  in. 

6." . 

Vessel. 


Atlanta . . . 
Tennessee 
Columbia  . 


Long. 


Casemate. 

Wide, 


Ports. 


Cylinders. 


130 

78* 

77 


inside. 


End.. 


30  2 

28,*  1  6 

37  4 


Side. 


Diameter. 


Stroke. 


39  inches .  30  inches  surf,  conducting. 

24  inches . |  7  feet  nonconducting. 

36  inches . I  24  inches  nonconducting. 


The  appraised  value  of  the  ram  is  $282,675,  and  I  hope  she  may 
afford  some  prize  money  to  the  monitors  and  others  who  have  borne 
such  labor  in  hard  and  continuous  blockading  with  little  of  that  pecun¬ 
iary  consolation  to  relieve  them. 

As  the  worms  are  said  to  have  effected  an  entrance  at  the  bilge 
when  she  grounded,  1  would  advise  that  she  be  docked  at  once,  or  else 
sent  farther  north  to  prevent  greater  damage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Commander  Reynolds,  U.  S.  Navy,  regardiny  the  departure 
of  certain  vessels  from  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  Ship  New  Hampshire, 

[ Port  Royal],  May  23,  1866. 

Sir:  Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  W.  Godon  left  this  p.  m.  in  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna  with  the  following  vessels:  Chippewa ,  Monticello ,  Monad- 
nock ,  Canonicus ,  Fahkee. 

He  likewise  left  orders  for  the  Wando  to  follow  him  as  soon  as  she 
had  coaled. 

The  Conemaugh  also  left  to-day  for  Sapelo. 

Respectfully, 

William  Reynolds, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  <f  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  vessels 
acquired  on  the  evacuation  of  Charleston. 

No.  225.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston,  S.  C. ,  May  23,  1865. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  originals  of  survey  and  appraisement  on  the 
rebel  ram  Columbia,  steamer  Transport,  cotton  boat  Preston ,  tugboat 
Lady  Davis,  and  steamer  Mob,  all  of  which  vessels  were  taken  with 
the  city  of  Charleston  by  the  United  States  forces  after  its  evacuation 
by  the  rebels  in  February  last. 

These  cases  have  been  reported  to  the  United  States  commissioner  at 
Boston,  and  duplicates  of  the  reports  of  survey  and  appraisement  of 
the  several  vessels  forwarded  for  his  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  cf  Acting  Master  Strong,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Azalea,  regarding  the  seizure  of  the  British  brig  Sarah  M.  New  hall. 

U.  S.  S.  Azalea, 

Tybee  Sound,  Georgia,  May  23,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  to-day  seized  as 
prize  inside  Tybee  light-house,  the  British  hermaphrodite  brig  Sarah 
M.  New  hall,  while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  of  Savannah,  Ga. 

The  S.  M.  Newhall  cleared  from  Inagua,  West  Indies,  on  the  13th 
of  May,  1865,  ostensibly  for  New  York,  with  a  cargo  of  salt  and  West 
India  produce.  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  invoice  of  her  cargo. 

In  conversation  with  her  captain,  he  stated  to  me  that  the  report 
being  current  at  Inagua  that  the  southern  ports  of  the  United  States 
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were  open  to  commerce,  he  applied  to  the  American  consul  at  that 
place  for  a  permit  to  clear  for  Savannah.  The  consul  told  him  that 
he  had  no  official  information  of  the  fact  or  authority  to  do  so,  and  he 
therefore  cleared  for  New  York,  and  ran  in  here  upon  his  own  responsi¬ 
bility. 

The  A.  M.  New  kail  is  of  133T6<fV  tons  register,  apparently  well  found, 
built  at  St.  Mary  Bay,  Nova  Scotia,  in  1858,  and  owned  in  Digby, 
Nova  Scotia. 

Her  cargo  is  invoiced  as  follows:  Four  hogsheads  sugar,  3  barrels 
sugar,  Id  barrels  tamarinds,  130  hides,  9  puncheons  molasses,  26  dozen 
goatskins,  10  tons  iron,  5,000  bushels  salt. 

Total  value  of  invoice,  $1,269.  I  have  placed  her  in  charge  of  a 
prize  crew,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Boston,  Mass.,  unless  otherwise 
ordered  by  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

‘  '  F.  W.  Strong, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  U.  A.  S.  Azalea. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary ,  Washington,  I).  C. 

P.  S. — I  should  have  added  that  the  U.  S.  schooner  Racer  and  U.  S. 
S.  Oleander  were  within  signal  distance  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 

F.  W.  Strong. 


Report  of  Captain  Richering ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  arrival  at 
Hampton  Roads  of  the  Confederate  ram  Columbia ,  towed  by  the 
U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt. 

U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt, 

Hampton  Roads,  May  25,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Vander¬ 
bilt  at  Hampton  Roads  with  the  rebel  ram  Columbia  in  tow. 

The  Vanderbilt  left  Charleston  Bar  8  a.  m.  of  the  23d  and  arrived 
off  Cape  Henry  at  3  p.  m.  of  the  25th. 

Herewith  I  respectfully  enclose  a  copy  of  my  instructions  from 
Rear-Admiral  Dah lgren . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Pickering, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U  S.  Navy ,  requesting  instruc¬ 
tions  in  the  case  of  the  British  brig  Sarah  M.  New  nail,  seized  bg  the 
U.  S.  S.  Azalea. 


No.  210.]  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor,  May  26,  1865. 

Sir:  The  Azalea  has  seized  the  British  brig  S.  M.  Newhall ,  from 
Inagua,  whence  she  cleared  for  New  York. 

The  Savannah  River  being  yet  closed  for  foreign  trade,  it  is  stated 
that  the  U.  S.  consul  had  refused  a  permit  for  that  reason. 
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The  captor  put  on  board  a  prize  crew  with  orders  for  Boston,  which 
I  have  changed  to  New  Y ork,  that  being  the  port  for  which  she  cleared. 
Will  the  Department  give  such  orders  as  the  case  may  require? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgken, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  A  aval  Academy ,  forwarding  memorials  of  Confederate 

warfare  from  Charleston. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 
Charleston  Harbor ,  May  % 7 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  directed  the  Pontiac  to  deliver  to  you,  for  the  collection 
of  the  Academy,  several  memorials  of  rebel  warfare  at  this  place,  viz, 
a  torpedo  boat,  being  one  of  nine  found  here,  and  one  of  two  that 
were  raised  by  the  squadron  divers  from  the  bed  of  the  Cooper  liiver, 
where  they  had  been  sunk  just  before  we  entered.  It  was  such  a 
boat  as  this  that  exploded  a  torpedo  under  the  Ironsides  on  the  night 
of  the  10th  of  October,  1863,  and  afterwards  menaced  our  vessels 
constantly.  When  ready  for  service  it  is  immersed,  so  that  only  the 
upper  part  near  the  hatches  is  above  water. 

The  copper  torpedo  sent  with  it  is  carried  on  the  end  of  an  outrigger 
from  the  bow.  It  has  several  fuzes  at  the  outer  end,  one  of  which  is 
sent  with  it.  The  leaden  cap  is  sufficient  to  resist  an  accidental  con¬ 
tact,  but  is  crushed  by  the  impact  of  the  torpedo  boat  under  full  way. 
Beneath  the  leaden  cap  is  a  large  fulminating  primer,  called  by  the 
rebels  “a  sensitive  tube,”  the  lower  end  of  which  is  in  close  proximity 
to  a  little  charge  of  fine  powder. 

The  cast-iron  shell  is  a  sample  of  the  torpedoes  mounted  on  the  end 
of  heavy  timber  frames  placed  on  the  bottom  of  shallow  channels 
obliquely  to  the  approach  of  vessels. 

Several  of  the  interior  passages  in  this  harbor  were  so  defended. 

Thefuze  on  this  is  precisely  similar  in  principle  to  that  just  described. 

The  barrel  torpedoes  were  the  most  common  and  the  most  trouble¬ 
some  of  all,  because  they  were  put  down  with  such  extreme  facility. 
When  filled  with  powder  they  float,  but  are  kept  down  to  a  suitable 
position  below  the  water  by  a  sinker.  The  fuze  is  also  similar  to  that 
described,  and  the  impact  of  a  heavy  body  like  a  ship  striking  or 
dragging  over  them  suffices  to  explode  them. 

The  monitor  Patapsco  was  sunk  by  one  of  them,  and  went  down 
instantly,  with  more  than  half  her  crew.  My  own  llagship  was  sunk 
in  the  same  way. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commodore  George  S.  Blake, 

Supt.  and  President  Naval  Academy ,  Newport ,  [A*.  /.]. 
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Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren , 

TJ.  S.  Navy ,  for  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  vessels  of  the  squadron. 

Navy  Department,  May  31,  1865. 

Sir:  Reduce  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron  to  the  following  number 
of  vessels  with  all  possible  dispatch,  viz,  6  tugboats,  15  other  steamers. 

You  can  have,  in  addition,  such  store  vessels  as  may  be  required  in 
connection  with  this  force. 

Select  the  most  efficient  vessels  for  retention,  and  send  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  a  list  of  them.  Send  all  the  others  to  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
Boston,  and  Portsmouth,  the  monitors  to  Philadelphia.  Several  light- 
draft  monitors  will  soon  be  sent  to  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Fill  up  the  vessels  that  remain  as  the  fixed  force  of  the  squadron 
with  their  complement  of  officers  and  men.  Retain  for  this  purpose 
good  volunteer  officers,  so  far  as  possible  those  who  wish  to  continue 
a  while  longer  in  the  service,  and  send  north  all  other  volunteer  offi¬ 
cers.  for  the  purpose  of  being  mustered  out  of  the  service.  Of  the 


men, 


l  yi  l  J  '-z  ^  ~  

send  home  those  who  have  the  least  time  to  serve. 


L V'  11^  OUL1U  noun;  tuouu  ”  ixw  ^  ^  ~  *11 

In  forwarding  to  the  Department  a  list  of  the  vessels  retained,  send 
with  it  lists  of  the  officers  of  each  and  complete  muster  rolls  of  their 
crews,  the  latter  to  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting. 

All  property  hitherto  belonging  to  the  rebel  Naval  Department,  or 
that  was  under  its  control,  will  be  taken  possession  of  by  }Tou,  and  an 
account  taken,  with  an  estimate  of  the  value  thereof,  and  forwarded 
to  this  Department.  If  such  property  is  in  possession  of  the  PTnited 
States  military  forces,  make  a  written  request  for  it,  and  report  your 
action  to  this  Department,  that  the  necessary  orders  may  be  given  by 
the  War  Department  for  its  delivery  to  the  Navy. 

Economize  in  the  use  of  coal,  and  give  directions  to  all  vessels  to 
keep  steam  down,  except  in  an  emergency,  of  which  the  senior  officer 
shall  judge,  under  directions  of  the  commander  of  the  squadron. 

The  title  of  the  squadron  under  your  command  will  hereafter  be  the 
“South  Atlantic  Squadron.” 

Veiy  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron , 

June  1,  1865. 


Vessel, 

No.  of 
guns 

Class. 

Commanding  officer.  I 

*[John]  Adams . 

8 

Sloop  of  war, 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  Phinney _ 

Amaranthus  . . 

-2 

r2 

ordnance. 
Screw  tug  .... 

Actg.  Ensign  W  R.  Cox . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  V.  Cook  . . 

9 

Actg.  Master  F.  W.  Strong . 

*  [Sarah]  Brueu - 

2 

Schooner, 

Actg.  Master  W.  F.  Redding . 

*[G.  W.]  Blunt . 

2 

stores. 

Schooner . 

Actg.  Ensign  G.  G.  Curtis . 

Conemaugh . 

5 

Side-wheel 

gunboat. 

....  do  . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  P.  C.  de  Krafft  . . 

Calypso  . . 

7 

Screw  steamer 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  L.  N.  Stodder. . . 

* 

Sailing  vessels. 

t  Howitzers, 

Present  duty  or  station. 


Charleston 

Do. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Tybee. 

Charleston. 

Charleston,  divers. 
Ossabaw. 

Charleston. 

Port  Royal. 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  June  1,  1865 — Cont’d. 


Vessel. 

No.  of 
guns. 

Class. 

Catalpa . 

t3 

Screw  tug  .... 

T2 

+2 

. do . 

. do . 

+2 

. do . 

S  i  d  e-w  heel 

tug. 

♦Chambers . 

7 

Schooner, 

quarantine. 

Dandelion . 

t2 

Screw  tug  . . . . 

Daffodil . 

1-2 

Side- wheel  . . . 

tug. 

Donegal . 

3 

S  id  e-w  he  el 

steamer. 

. 

Screw  steamer 

Geranium . 

n 

S  i  d  e-w  heel 

tug. 

Gladiolus . 

3 

Screw  tug  . . . . 

♦[John]  Griffith . 

3 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

Commanding'  officer. 


*  [George  W.]  Rodg¬ 
ers. 

Home . 

Hydrangea . 

♦Hope . 

Iris . 

Juniata . 

Jonquil . 

Catskill . 

Laburnum . 

Larkspur . 

Lady . - . 

♦Lightning . 


Mingoe - - 

[Com.]  McDonough 
Mab . . 


Nantucket . 

Nahant . 

♦New  Hampshire. 

Norwich . 

♦Norfolk  Packet. . 


Ottawa  . . . 
Oleander  . 


Passaic . 

Pawnee . 

Potomska  .... 
Philadelphia 

[O.  M.]  Pettit . 

♦Para . 


♦Percy  Drayton . 
♦Racer . 


Sonoma 


[Mary]  Sanford 
Sweet  Brier  .... 
♦  [Dan]  Smith. . . 


♦Supply 
♦Soplironia . 
♦Swift . 


♦Thunder  . 
Transport  , 


Valparaiso . 

Wissahickon . 

Wamsutta . 

♦[C.  P.]  Williams  .. 

*[T.  A.]  Ward . 


2 

10 

6 

6 

5 

P 

2 

18 

6 

n 

p 


Act g.  Ensign  A.  K.  Noyes  . . . 
Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  H.  Bullis. 

Ac.tg.  Ensign  Wm.Boyd - 

Actg.  Ensign  Benj.  Mitchell 
Mate  Geo.  W.  Post . 


Actg.  Master  Wm.  Watson . 


Actg.  Ensign  G.  R.  Bailey  . 
Actg.  Master  J.  C.  Hamlin. 


Actg.  Master  Geo.  H.  A. very  . 

Actg. Master  J.  A.  Hamilton 
Actg.  Master  Henry  Pease  .. 


Schooner . 


Screw  steamer 
Screw  tug  .... 

Schooner . 

Screw  tug  .... 
Screw  sloop  . . 
Screw  tug  .... 

Monitor . 

Screw  tug  .... 
Screw  tug  .... 


Actg.  Ensign  N.  Bough  ton  . . 
Actg.  Master  James  Ogilvie  . 

Actg.  Master  L.  G.  Emerson  . 


Actg.  Master  S.  S.  Miner . 

Actg.  Master  C.  W.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  L.  Churchill 

Actg.  Ensign  D.  B.  Hawes . 

Capt.  J.  J.  Almy . . . 

Mate  Ric.hd.  Williams . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  Barrett . 

Actg.  Ensign  Sturgis  Center - 

Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  Nelson . 


3 

8 

5 

1 


Schooner, 

tender. 

Side-wheel 

steamer. 

_ do . 

Side-wheel 

tender. 

Monitor . 

. do . 

Ship,  stores... 
Screw  steamer 
Schooner, 
mortar. 
Screwgunboat 
Side- wheel 
tug. 

Monitor . 

Screw  sloop... 
Screw  steamer 
Side-wheel 
steamer. 
Side-wheel 
tug. 

Schooner, 
mortar. 
Sloop,  tender . 
Schoon  er, 
mortar. 
Side-wheel 
steamer. 
Screw  steamer 
Screw  tug  . . . 
Schooner, 
mortar. 
Storeship .... 
Schooner .... 
Schooner, 
tender. 
Sloop,  tender 
Side-wheel 
tug.  . 
Hulk,  hospital 
Screwgunboat 
Screw  steamer 
Schooner, 
mortar. 
Schooner .... 


Lieut.  Comdr.  S.  P.  Quackenbush 
Actg.  Master  Wm.  Knapp - 


Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  F.  R.  Lewis  . . . 

Lieut.  Henry  F.  Picking . 

Comdr.  Wm.  Reynolds . . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  H.  DeWolf. . . 
Actg.  Ensign  S.  A.  Dayton . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  Stillwell . 

Actg.  Master  R.  P.  Walter . 


Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  P.  Williams  ... 

Lieut.  Wm.  Whitehead . 

Actg.  Master  F.  M.  Montell . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  T.  Gillespie 


Actg.  Master  Chas.  Grieve. . 
Actg.  Master  Geo.  Ashbury. 


Actg.  Master  E.  G.  Martin . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  T.  S.  Fillebrown  . . 


Actg.  Master  Z.  Kempton . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Bailey - 

Actg.  Master  B.  Van  Voorhis. . . . 

Actg.  Master  D. G. McRitchie  ... 
Ordered  to  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


Actg.  Ensign  J.  A.  Edgren . 

Actg.  Master  H.  S.  Blanchard  . . 
Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  W.  Johnson  . . . 

Actg.  Master  C.  W.  Lee . 

Actg.  Master  F.  W.  Partridge . . . 

Actg.  Master  C.  C.  Ricker . 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Georgetown. 

Port  Royal. 

Do. 

Charleston. 

Port  Royal. 

Do. 

Charleston. 

Savannah  River. 

Savannah,  flagship. 

Georgetown. 

Savannah. 

Charleston. 

Wassaw  Sound. 

Fernandina. 

Charleston,  light-ship. 
Charleston. 
Charleston,  divers. 
Charleston. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Charleston. 

Do. 

Do. 

Port  Royal. 
Charleston,  light-boat. 
Wassaw. 

Port  Royal. 

Stono. 

Charleston. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Do. 

1  ’ort  Royal . 

Do. 

Ossabaw. 

St,  John’s  River. 
Carrying  stores. 

Charleston. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Port  Royal. 

Do. 

Do. 

Tybee. 

Port  Royal. 

Charleston. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Port  Royal. 

Tybee. 

Charleston. 

Port  Royal. 

Do, 

St.  Simon’s. 
Charleston. 

Light-house  Inlet. 


♦  Sailing  vessels. 


[•  Howitzers. 
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Detached  to  special  squadron.  —  Canonicus,  Wando,  FaKkee . 
Preparing  to  go  North. — Bruen ,  Mingoe ,  Norwich ,  Potomska ,  Nim- 
ford,  Passaic ,  Sonoma,  Smith,  Supply,  Williams,  Wissahickon. 

Gone  north  since  the  15th  of  May. — Allen,  Chenango,  Cambridge, 
Columbia,  Flambeau,  Gemsbok,  Houghton ,  Orvetta,  Pontiac,  Winona. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Bear- Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
[Hon.  Gideon  Welles.] 


Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  the  commandant  navy 
yard,  New  York,  regarding  the  dispatching  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Squando 
for  duty  in  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  June  2,  1865. 

Sir  :  Rear-Admiral  Stringham  has  been  instructed  to  send  the 
Squando  to  New  York.  When  she  arrives,  and  is  ready  for  the 
voyage,  direct  her  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal,  and  order  the  Vanderbilt 
to  accompany  her,  giving  her  tow  if  necessary.  The  Squando  will 
report  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic 
Squadron.  Direct  the  Vanderbilt,  after  performing  the  duty  above 
indicated,  to  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  for  the  purpose  of 
accompanying  to  Philadelphia  any  o'  the  monitors  to  be  sent  to  that 
port. 

Very  respectfully,  etc. 


Commodore  Chas.  H.  Bell, 

Commandant ,  Navy  Yard,  New 


G.  Y.  Fox, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Beport  of  Bear- Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  arrival 
at  Port  Boyal  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

No.  222.]  Charleston  Harbor,  June  5,  1865. 

Sir:  Under  date  of  June  4,  Commander  William  Reynolds,  com¬ 
manding  naval  depot  at  Port  Royal,  reports  the  arrival  at  that  station, 
for  coals,  of  the  IJ.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy,  from  Fort  Pulaski,  whither 
she  had  conveyed  Judge  Campbell  and  R.  M.  T.  Hunter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

_  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Bear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Beport  of  Bear- Admired  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  depar¬ 
ture  from  Charleston  of  certain  vessels  of  his  command. 

No.  228.]  Flagship, 

Charleston  Harbor,  June  6,  1865. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Mingoe 
Lieutenant-Commander  S.  P.  Quackenbush,  with  a  torpedo  boat  in 
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>w,  and  the  mortar  schooner  Smith ,  left  the  harbor  this  morning'  for 
i  iie  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  that  I  have  dispatched  the  Sarah, 
Bruen  with  part  of  the  armor  plating  of  the  ram  Columbia  to  Fortress 
Monroe.  The  Bruen  will  sail  to-day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  wrecking 
of  steam  launch  on  St.  Helena  shoals. 

No.  235.]  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  June  8,  1865. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  report  to  the  Department  the  loss  of  the  steam 
launch  No.  3,  attached  to  this  squadron,  and  which  was  picked  up  off 
Wilmington,  N.  C.,  by  the  Flambeau ;  she  was  wrecked  on  St.  Helena 
shoals.  A  copy  of  the  report  of  the  officer  in  command  is  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  regarding  the  transfer  of  command  of  the  South  Atlantic 

Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  June  9,  1865. 

Sir:  When  your  squadron  is  reduced  to  the  number  of  vessels  desig¬ 
nated  in  the  order  of  the  Department  dated  May  31,  you  are  author¬ 
ized  to  proceed  north,  turning  over  the  command  of  your  squadron  to 
the  next  line  officer  in  rank  to  yourself,  unless  Acting  Rear-Admiial 
Radford  should  arrive  previous  to  your  leaving,  in  which  case  you 
will  turn  over  your  command  to  him.  A  copy  of  his  orders  are  heie- 
with  enclosed. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Charleston ,  A.  6. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navv ,  advising  the  sale  of 
certain  pi'ize  vessels  and  others  in  Oho  °ston  Harbor. 

vn  9qc.  1  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Ilcahor,  June  9 , 1865. 

Sir:  I  forward  the  names  of  a  number  of  small  craft,  prizes  and 
others,  which  are  no  longer  of  any  service  in  this  squadron;  in  tact, 
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the  preservation  of  them  will  become  an  expense.  They  might  be 
sold  here  to  advantage,  viz: 

Swift ,  prize  to  the  Patapsco /  Coquette ,  prize  to  I)ai  Ching  and 
Clover y  Mail ,  divers’  schooner;  Percy  Drayton ,  tender;  Lightning , 
tender;  Wild  Cat ,  received  from  Admiral  Du  Pont;  Llvira ,  prize  to 
the  Chenango;  Transport ,  47/ A  captured  with  city  of  Charleston. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Navy  Department ,  Washington ,  7).  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant'- Commander  Quackenhush ,  A.  A.  Navy ,  regarding 
the  loss  of  torpedo  boat  off  Cape  LLatteras. 

U.  S.  S.  Mingoe, 

Philadelphia  Navy  Yard ,  June  9,  1865. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  a  torpedo  boat  which  I  took  in  tow 
at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  sunk  off  Cape  Hatteras  at  6  p.  m.  on  the  7th 
instant,  in  consequence  of  her  ballast  having  shifted  and  her  hatches 
not  being  calked  in  a  manner  to  prevent  her  becoming  filled  with 
water.  Had  she  been  perfectly  tight  I  would  have  had  no  difficulty 
in  bringing  her  into  port,  but  under  the  circumstances  it  was  impos¬ 
sible  to  preserve  her. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Quack enbush, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  assign¬ 
ment  of  the  captured  vessel  Lady  Davis  to  the  use  of  the  Light- House 
Board. 

No.  242.]  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  June  If  1865. 

Sir:  The  captured  vessel  reported  as  the  Lady  [ Demis]  has  been 
turned  over  to  the  light-house  inspector,  at  his  request,  for  the  use  of 
the  Light-House  Board. 

She  has  on  board  some  40  tons  of  shot  and  shell  as  ballast;  this  latter 
was  also  captured  in  Charleston. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear- A  dm/iral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squcidron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron , 

June  15 ,  1865. 


Vessel. 

No.  of 
guns. 

♦Adams . 

8 

Amaranthus . 

f2 

Arethusa . 

f2 

Azalea . 

t2 

♦Blunt . 

2 

Conemaugh . 

9 

Canonicus . 

2 

Cimarron . 

5 

7 

Catalpa . 

1 3 

Camelia . 

t2 

Carnation . . 

1-2 

Clover . 

t2 

Chatham . 

♦Chambers _ _ 

7 

Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Sloop-of-war, 

ordnance. 

Screw  tug _ 

. do . 

. do . 

Schooner . 

Side-wheel 

gunboat. 

Monitor . 

Sid  e-w  heel 
gunboat. 
Screw  steamer 
Screw  tug  .... 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

Side-wheel 

tug. 

Schooner . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  Phinney... 

Actg.  Ensign  W.  R.  Cox . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  V.  Cook . 

Actg.  Master  F.  W.  Strong . 

Actg.  Ensign  G.  G.  Curtis . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  C.  P.  de  Krafft. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  G.  E.  Belknap  ... 
Comdr.  E.  Thompson . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  L.  N.  Stodder. 

Actg.  Master  W.  L.  Howorth _ 

Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  H.  Bullis _ 

Mate  Albion  Burnham . 

Actg.  Ensign  Benj.  Mitchell _ 

Mate  Geo.  W.  Post . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Watson . 


Dandelion . 

Daffodil . . 

Donegal . 

Emma . 

Fahkee . 

Geranium . . 

Gladiolus . 

♦Griffith . . . 

♦G.  W.  Rodgers . 

Home . 

Hydrangea . 

♦Hope . . 

Iris . 

Juniata . 

Jonquil . 

Catskill . 

Larkspur  . 

Laburnum  . 

♦Lady  . 

♦Lightning . 

McDonough  . 

Mab . 

Nahant . 

♦New  Hampshire _ 

♦Norfolk  Packet _ 

Ottawa . 

Oleander . 

Preston . 

Pawnee . 

Philadelphia . 


f2  Screw  tug.... 
f  2  Side-wheel 
tug. 

3  Side-wheel 
steamer. 

8  Screw  steamer 

5  . do . . 

|3  Side-wheel 
tug. 

1 3  Screw  tug  .... 

3  Schooner, 
mortar. 

.  . .  Schooner . 

+3  Screw  steamer 
7  2  Screw  tug.... 

1  Schooner . 


1-2 

14 

t2 

2 


Screw  tug  .... 
Screw  sloop... 
Screw  tug  .... 
Monitor . 


1-2 

n 


Screw  tug  .... 
_ do . 


_  Schooner,  ten¬ 
der. 

6  Sid  e-w  heel 
steamer. 

_  Sid  e-w  heel 

tender. 

2  Monitor . 

10  Ship,  stores... 

6  Schooner, 
mortar. 

5  Screw  gun¬ 
boat. 

2  Side-wheel 
tug. 

_  Cigar  steamer. 

18  Screw  sloop. . . 

f  1  Sid  e-w  heel 


Actg.  Ensign  G.  R.  Bailey . 

Actg.  Master  .T.  C.  Hamlin . 

Actg.  Master  G.  H.  Avery . 

Actg.  Master  J.  A.  Hamilton _ 

Actg.  Master  F.  R.  Webb . . 

Actg.  Master  Henry  Pease . 

Actg.  Ensign  N.  Boughton . 

Actg.  Master  Jas.  Ogilvie . 

Actg.  Master  L.  G.  Emerson . 

Actg.  Master  S.  S.  Miner . 

Actg.  Master  C.  W.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut. Wm.L. Church¬ 
ill. 

Actg.  Ensign  D.  B.  Hawes . 

Capt.  J.  J.  Almy . 

Actg.  Ensign  C.  H.  Hanson . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  Barrett . 

Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  Nelson . 

Actg.  Ensign  Sturgis  Center . 


Actg.  Master  Wm.  Knapp 


Lieut.  Henry  F.  Picking . 

Commander  Wm.  Reynolds . 

Actg.  Ensign  C.  Flood . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Jas.  Stillwell . 

Actg.  Master  R.  P.  Walter . 

Actg.  Ensign  Wm.  Thornes . 

Lieut.  Wm.  Whitehead . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  T.  Gillespie  . 


steamer. 


Pettit 


t2 


♦Para 


6 


♦Percy  Drayton . 

♦Racer .  3 


Sweet  Brier 
♦Sophronia  . 


f2 


Side-wheel 

tug. 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

Sloop,  tender 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

Screw  tug  . . . 

Schooner 


Actg.  Master  Chas.  Grieve. 
Actg.  Master  Geo.  Ashbury 


Actg.  Master  E.  G.  Martin . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Bailey . 

Ordered  to  the  WestGuli'  Squad¬ 
ron. 


♦Swift . 

♦Thunder  . 
Transport  . 

♦Valparaiso 


Schooner,  . 

tender. 

Sloop,  tender . 

Side-wheel  Mate C. S.  Everdean . 

tug. 

Hulk,  hospi-  Actg.  Master  H.  S.  Blanchard _ 

tal. 


*  Sailing  vessels. 


Presen  t  duty  or  station . 


Charleston. 

Do. 

Port  Royal. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Charleston,  divers. 
Charleston. 

Port  Royal. 
Fernandina. 

North,  special  service. 
Charleston. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Port  Royal. 
Charleston. 

Port  Royal. 

Port  Royal,  quaran¬ 
tine. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Charleston. 

Do. 

Do. 

North,  special  service. 
Charleston. 

Fernandina. 

Wassaw  Sound. 

Fernandina. 
Charleston,  light-ship 
Georgetown. 
Charleston,  divers. 

Charleston. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Charleston. 

Do. 

Port  ltoval,  repairing. 
Do.  ' 

Charleston,  light-boat. 
Was -aw. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

Charleston. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Port  Royal. 

Do.  ' 

St.  John’s  River. 

Carrying  stores. 

Port  Royal. 
Charleston. 
Charleston,  flagship. 

Port  Royal. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

Port  Royal. 

Tybee. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Do. 

Port  Royal. 

Tybee. 

Charleston. 

Port  Royal. 


f  Howitzers. 
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Vessel. 

No.  of 
guns. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Presen  t  duty  or  station. 

Wissahickon . 

5 

Screw  gun¬ 
boat. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  W.  Johnson - 

Charleston. 

*Ward . 

5 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

Aetg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  0.  Ricker - 

Port  Royal. 

Wando . . 

3 

Sid  e-w  heel 
steamer. 

Actg.  Master  Fredk.  T.  King - 

North  Edisto. 

*  Sailing  vessels. 


Preparing  to  go  north. — Norfolk  Packet ,  T.  A.  Ward.  Ottawa , 
Ra/wnee ,  Iris,  Canonicus ,  Azalea ,  Para ,  Preston ,  Wissahickon ,  Gera¬ 


nium. 

Gone  north  since  the  1st  of  -Tune. — Bruen ,  Mingoe,  Nantucket ,  iVhr- 
Passaic ,  Potomska ,  Sonoma ,  Sanford,  Smith,  Supply,  Wamsutta , 


Williams. 

Preparing  for  foreign  service. — Juniata. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 


Pear- Admiral,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Hon.  Gideon  Welles.] 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Montell,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  cotton  found 
on  the  schooner  Charlotte ,  captured  in  Cooper  River. 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams, 
Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C. ,  June  15,  1865. 

Sir:  I  would  most  respectfully  report  that,  while  doing  duty  up 
Cooper  River  in  March  last,  I  captured  the  schooner  Charlotte,  loaded 
with  wood,  and  sent  her  down  to  Charleston  to  Captain  Ridgely,  then 
senior  officer  present.  I  have  since  ascertained  that  there  was  found 
on  board  of  her  about  34  bales  of  cotton,  which  was  shipped  north  per 
U.  S.  S.  Massach  usetts. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  Montell, 

Acting  Master,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Daiilgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Daiilgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  prize  com¬ 
missioner  at  Boston,  regarding  the  steamer  Transport. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 
Charleston  Harbor,  S.  G. ,  June  16, 1865. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  for  your  information  duplicate  receipt  of 
Lieutenant  Henry  Hagens,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  U.  S. 
Army,  for  the  Northern  District  of  the  Department  of  the  South,  for 
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the  steamer  known  as  the  Transport ,  captured  on  the  evacuation  of 
Charleston,  and  heretofore  reported  for  adjudication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear- Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commodore  John  Pope, 

Prize  Commissioner ,  Boston,  Mass. 


Report  of  Commander  Reynolds,  U.  S.  Nary,  transmitting  copy  of 

order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  transferring  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

U.  S.  S.  Donegal, 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  June  18,  1865. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  an  order  from  Rear-Admiral  John 
A.  Dahlgren,  transferring  to  me  the  command  of  the  South  Atlantic 
Squadron. 

I  shall  return  to  Port  Royal  this  p.  m. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Reynolds, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 
Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C.,  June  17,  1865. 

Sir:  Conformably  to  the  authority  given  by  the  Navy  Department, 
in  case  of  the  nonarrival  of  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  1  transfer  to  you 
the  command  of  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

The  number  of  steamers  had  been  reduced  below  the  number  fixed 
by  the  Department  before  I  received  its  order;  but  the  number  of  tugs 
will  require  further  reduction. 

1  will  take  with  me  the  Pawnee,  Geranium,  and  Iris. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  the  squadron,  showing  what  vessels  remain,  and 
their  stations,  together  with  the  disposition  contemplated  of  the 
surplus  tugs. 

Muster  rolls  of  the  officers  are  also  enclosed,  and  are  to  be  forwarded 
to  the  Navy  Department;  those  of  the  men  require  more  time,  and 
should  be  ready  by  the  time  Rear-Admiral  Radford  arrives;  they  are 
to  be  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting. 

Ah' enquiry  has  been  ordered  to  ascertain  the  property  that  belonged 
to  the  rebel  Navy  Department,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  directions 
of  the  Navy  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding. 

Commander  Wm.  Reynolds, 

Flagship. 
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Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  matters 

pertaining  to  the  South  Atlantic  Sguadron  at  the  time  of  his  ' with¬ 
drawal  from  command. 

Flagship  Pawnee, 

Of  Washington  City ,  June  % 1 ,  1865. 

Sir:  Conformably  to  the  authority  granted  by  the  Department’s 
communication  of  the  9th  of  .rune,  I  left  Charleston  on  the  lith  June 
and  arrived  here  to-day. 

The  Department’s  direction  of  the  31st  only  reached  me  on  the  14th 
June,  with  those  of  the  9th. 

Under  a  previous  order  to  send  home  vessels  that  needed  much 
repair,  or  were  inefficient,  I  had  sent  home  so  many  vessels  (list 
annexed  A)  that  the  force  was  reduced  below  the  number  of  steamers 
(15)  lixed  by  the  Department. 

Under  the  orders  of  the  Department  to  approve  of  all  volunteer  res¬ 
ignations,  and  to  allow  those  to  return  who  did  resign,  it  may  not  have 
been  possible  to  preserve  to  the  remaining  vessels  their  exact  comple¬ 
ment  of  officers,  but  they  are  not  probably  very  far  from  what  they 
should  be. 

There  is  no  deficiency  of  men  in  the  squadron  at  present,  but  the 
return  of  those  having  only  three  months  to  serve,  and  of  those  whose 
times  are  out  and  will  be  condemned  by  medical  survey,  will  soon  leave 
none  to  supply  deficiencies. 

A  list  of  vessels  remaining  on  the  station  is  annexed  (B),  from 
which  the  Department  will  perceive  that  the  number  of  tugs  remain¬ 
ing  exceeds  that  designated  by  the  Department. 

1  bring  home  two,  Geranium  and  Iris ,  as  samples  of  those  which 
have  proved  most  useful  for  the  squadron  service — Geranium  (side- 
wheel)  and  Iris  (screw) — and  commend  them  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department. 

The  least  efficient  of  the  other  tugs  will  be  sent  north  as  soon  as 
they  can  be  refitted,  some  needing  much  repair  even  for  the  trip. 

In  order  to  comply  with  the  directions  of  the  Department  respecting 
the  property  that  may  have  belonged  to  or  controlled  by  the  rebel 
Nav}7,  it  was  necessary  to  institute  an  enquiry,  which  I  have  done;  it 
will  report  when  it  has  concluded.  What  was  on  the  water  T  have 
already  taken;  but  there  is  believed  to  be  some  ashore. 

The  Department  will  perceive  by  order  No.  58  that  I  began  to 
economize  the  use  of  coal  at  an  early  date. 

As  the  Pawnee  required  extensive  repairs  and  my  own  flagship  was 
not  seaworthy,  I  shifted  my  flag  to  the  Pawnee ,  in  order  to  return 
north. 

The  following  officers  of  my  staff  accompany  me:  % 

Fleet  Captain  J.  M.  Bradford,  Fleet  Surgeon  William  Johnson, 
Fleet  Engineer  Robert  Danby;  Aid,  Lieutenant-Commander  Mat¬ 
thews;  Aid,  Ensign  E.  J.  Dichman;  Fleet  Pilot  William  Haffards, 
Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Charles  Cowley,  Admiral’s  Secretary 
H.  L.  Peterson,  Acting  Ensign  Walter  Cooper,  Acting  Ensign  John 
McNally,  Fleet  Captain’s  Clerk  C.  W.  Ames. 

Fleet  Paymaster  Watmough  has  been  ordered  to  Philadelphia,  with 
instructions  to  report  to  the  Department  for  further  orders,  and  Flag- 
Lieutenant  James  O’Kane  has  been  ordered  to  Boston  in  connection 
with  the  proceedings  pending  at  the  prize  court  there.  He  will  report 
to  me  at  this  place  when  he  has  concluded. 
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Of  these,  all  appointments  made  by  me  cease  when  1113^  flag  is  hauled 
down. 

The  other  gentlemen  desire  such  leave  as  it  may  please  the  Depart¬ 
ment  to  grant. 

As  Rear-Admiral  Radford  had  not  arrived  on  the  17th,  eight  days 
after  the  date  of  his  orders,  and  as  the  number  of  steamers  had  been 
reduced  much  below  the  limit  assigned  by  the  Department,  and  as 
some  delay  in  repairs  would  be  necessary  in  order  to  reduce  the  num¬ 
ber  of  tugs,  I  availed  myself  of  the  permission  given  b}r  the  Depart¬ 
ment  and  turned  over  the  command  to  Commander  Re3Tnolds,  the  next 
line  officer  in  rank  to  ni}rself. 

A  copy  of  the  orders  given  to  him  is  annexed. 

I  enclose  copies  of  my  last  general  orders  to  the  Department,  Nos. 
64  and  65. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admiral ,  U  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  Smith  Atlantic  Squadron ,  July  1 ,  1865. 


Vessel. 

Station. 

Georgetown . 

Charleston  Harbor  . . . 
. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

Mah  . 

. do . 

Port  Royal . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

Tybee  . 

Wassaw  Sound . 

. do . - . 

Savannah  River . 

Fernandina . 

Port  Royal . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

Remarks. 


Preparing  to  go  north. 

Do. 

Quarantine  and  light  vessel. 


Quarantine  vessel. 
Tender. 

Tender. 


repairing. 

Do. 

Repairing,  East  Gulf  Squadron. 
Repairing. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do 

Hulk. 

Laid  up. 

Do.' 

Do. 

Do. 

Supply  stores. 

North,  to  tow  monitor. 


*  Sailing  vessels. 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron ,  July  1,  1865 — Continued. 


Vessel. 

Station. 

Remarks. 

With  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren.  De¬ 
tached  and  sent  nort  h  since  last  list. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

N  orf  oik  Packe  t . 

Do. 

W  ard . 

Do. 

Dandelion . 

Do. 

Camelia . 

Do. 

Nahant  . 

Preparing  to  go  north. 

Do. 

Para . 

. do . 

Preston . 

. do . 

Preparing  to  go  north  to  dredge. 

Do. 

Patapsco . 

. do . . 

Juniata . 

Left  for  other  squadrons. 

Do. 

Port  Donelson . 

Transport . 

Transferred  to  Army. 

William  Reynolds, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 


U.  S.  Ship  New  Hampshire, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  (J. ,  July  i,  1865. 
Sir:  The  following  vessels  have  left  for  the  north  since  the  depart¬ 
ure  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren: 


V  essel. 

Date. 

Port  left. 

Destination. 

Canonicus . 

Norfolk  packet . 

Azalea . 

June  19 

June  23 
June  27 

Port  Royal,  S.  C . 

. do . 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  tow  of  U.  S.  S. 

Connecticut. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Boston,  Mass. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Do. 

Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

New  York. 

Do. 

Larkspur . 

. do . . . 

Carnation . 

T.  A.  Ward . 

June  30 
•Tune  27 
July  1 

Sweet  Brier . 

Camelia . 

Dandelion . 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Reynolds, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford , 
U.  is.  Navy ,  regarding  the  f  urther  redaction  of  the  Atlantic  Sq  uad¬ 
ron  under  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  July  7,  1865. 

Sir:  The  Atlantic  Squadron  under  your  command  will  be  reduced 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  to  ten  vessels  in  all,  which  number  is 
to  embrace  tugs,  storeships,  etc.  You  can  select  that  number  and  send 
all  others  north. 
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The  workshops  at  Port  Royal  will  be  discontinued  and  all  hired 
employes  paid  oh  and  discharged.  A  passage  north  may  bo  afforded 
to  those  wTho  desire  it. 

The  New  Hampshire  may  be  kept  at  Port  Royal  as  a  receiving  and 
store  ship. 

The  men  of  the  squadron  must  be  used  for  putting  such  repairs  on 
the  vessels  as  they  may  need  and  which  can  be  made  without  sending 
them  to  a  navy  yard. 

The  storehouses  at  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  will  be  discontinued. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Port  Royal. 

Duplicate  sent  on  the  10th  instant. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  the  officers  under 
his  command. 

Navy  Department,  July  8,  1865. 

Sir:  When  the  Atlantic  Squadron  is  reduced  to  ten  vessels,  as 
directed  by  the  Department  in  its  instructions  to  you  yesterday,  or 
sooner  if  the  services  of  those  officers  can  be  dispensed  with,  you  will 
send  home  all  fleet  staff  officers,  except  the  following,  which  you  can 
retain  on  your  staff,  together  with  your  secretary"  and  clerk,  viz,  a  fleet 
captain,  a  fleet  lieutenant,  and  an  acting  ensign. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron ,  July  15 ,  1865. 


Vessel. 

Station. 

Georgetown,  S.  C . 

Charleston  Harbor  ... 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

Port  Royal . 

. do  . . . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

Chambers . 

Remarks. 


Repairing. 

Preparing  to  go  north. 

Do. 

Quarantine  and  light  vessel. 
Surveyed  and  condemned. 

Store  vessel. 

Leaky;  surveyed  and  recommended 
to  go  north. 


Quarantine  vessel. 


*  Sailing  vessels. 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  July  15,  1865  Continued. 


Vessel. 

Station. 

Remarks. 

Tybee . 

. . .do . 

Tender. 

Wassaw  Sound . 

. do . 

Tender. 

Fernandina . 

. do . 

St.  John’s . 

Port  Royal . 

Repairing. 

Repairing;  East  Gulf  Squadron. 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

Repairing. 

Hulk. 

. do . 

♦Swift  . 

. do . 

Laid  up. 

Do. 

. do . 

. do . 

Do. 

*Mail 

. do . 

Do. 

Supply  stores. 

North  to  tow  monitor. 

Detached  and  sent  north  since  last 

iist:  in  tow  of  Connecticut. 
Detached  and  sent  north  since  last 

Port  Royal . 

list. 

Preparing  to  go  north. 

Do. 

. do . 

. do . 

Preparing  to  go  north;  dredge. 

*  Sailing  vessels. 


William  Reynolds, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major- 
General  Gillmore ,  U.  S.  Army. 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  July  26,  1865. 

General:  By  order  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  I  have 
assumed  command  of  the  Atlantic  Squadron.  The  limits  of  the  com¬ 
mand  are  from  Cape  Florida  on  the  south  to  York  River  on  the  north. 

In  consequence  of  the  reduction  of  the  squadron,  lately  ordered,  I 
am  constrained  to  withdraw  the  quarantine  schooner  Chambers  from 
her  station.  She  is  to  he  sent  north. 

I  trust  I  need  not  assure  you  of  my  desire  to  cooperate  with  you  on 
all  occasions  when  the  service  of  the  squadron  under  my  command  can 
in  any  way  conduce  to  the  public  good. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Major-General  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Hilton  Head. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford ,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  de  Kraffit ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  sunken  property  in 
Charleston  Harbor. 

Port  Royal,  July  26,  1865. 

Sir:  You  are  authorized  to  make  an  agreement  with  Mr.  M.  M.  Gray 
for  raising  sunken  property  belonging  to  the  rebel  Government  in 
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Charleston  Harbor  on  a  salvage  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sale  at  60 
per  cent. 

You  will  be  careful  to  see  that  private  property  is  not  interfered 
with;  only  such  as  the  Government  has  a  full  claim  to. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral . 

Lieutenant- Commander  J.  C.  P.  de  Krafft, 

Commanding  Conemaugh. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
number  and  condition  of  the  vessels  of  lus  command. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern, 

Port  Royal ,  S.  C. ,  July  27,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  find  a  list  of  forty-four  vessels 
(of  all  classes)  in  the  late  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

But  four  steamers,  the  Calypso ,  Conemaugh ,  Donegal ,  and  Emma 
(under  repairs),  and  some  of  the  tugs,  are  lit  for  service.  The  steam¬ 
ers  above  named  (except  Calypso)  will  be  retained  in  the  squadron.  I 
am  collecting  the  vessels  as  rapidly  as  possible  at  this  place,  when  they 
will  be  ordered  to  till  up  with  all  the  provisions  and  ordnance  stores 
they  can  stow  and  then  be  dispatched  north. 

The  Home ,  Chambers ,  and  John  Adams  will  take  with  them  all  the 
stores  they  can  carry. 

The  South  Carolina  (storeship)  is  being  loaded  with  paymaster’s 
stores  for  Philadelphia.  The  dredge  Patapsco  will  go  north  in  tow 
of  the  Hydrangea  (tug);  the  boiler  and  crane  will  be  sent  in  another 
vessel. 

I  doubt  if  the  Preston  can  be  sold  here.  I  think  she  was  appraised 
far  beyond  her  value,  commercially.  If  not  sold,  she  will  be  towed  to 
Hampton  Roads. 

The  Philadelphia,  side-wheel  river  boat,  is  represented  as  not  sea¬ 
worthy;  the  Commodore  McDonough  as  having  her  bottom  where  the 
copper  is  off  badly  eaten  by  worms;  the  0.  M.  Pettit ,  side-wheel  tug, 
as  unseaworthy;  the  Chatham,  a  prize  steamer,  of  2  feet  draft,  as 
unseaworthv.  1  would  respectfully  recommend  the  sale  of  these 
vessels  at  Savannah,  where,  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  light- 
draft  river  steamers,  I  am  under  the  impression  better  prices  could 
be  obtained  for  them  than  at  a  Northern  port,  and  the  risk  and  expense 
of  sending  them  north  would  be  avoided. 

The  sloop  Percy  Drayton ,  a  small  vessel  of  about  20  tons,  might  be 
sold  here;  to  send  her  north  she  would  require  a  new  mast. 

The  hulk  Valparaiso  has  been  used  as  a  smallpox  hospital.  She 
leaks  badly,  and  is  of  no  service  at  present. 

The  Nando  will  be  dispatched  to  New  York  to-morrow. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

There  are  three  Newport  boats  here  which  might  be  sold.  For  one 
$300  have  been  offered. 

N  w  R — vol  16- 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford ,  U  jS.  Navy ,  transmitting 

report  regarding  wrecks  of  blockade  runners  sunk  in  Charleston 

Harbor. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Port  Royal ,  S.  C.,  July  27,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  William  L.  Churchill,  in  relation  to  wrecks  of 
blockade  runners  sunk  in  Charleston  Harbor. 

By  the  endorsement  of  Lieutenant-Commander  de  Krafft  it  appears 
that  he  considers  it  a  waste  of  money  to  further  pursue  the  work. 
Shall  I  break  up  the  organization  and  order  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Churchill  north? 

By  direction  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  the  senior  officer  at 
Charleston  has  been  authorized  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  M. 
M.  Gray,  of  Charleston,  to  raise  sunken  vessels,  etc.,  on  a  salvage  of 
60  per  cent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  Jj.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  Schooner  Hope, 
Charleston  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  July  15,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  recovered  everything  of 
value  from  the  wreck  of  the  Beatrice  and  the  wreck  lying  near  her — 
name  unknown.  ]  have  also  examined  the  wrecks  of  the  AJinho  and 
Prince  Albert;  find  them  sanded  so  badly  that  nothing  can  be  recov¬ 
ered.  There  is  still  another  wreck  on  Drunken  Dick,  said  to  be 
outward  bound  and  loaded  with  cotton.  She  has  been  there  a  long 
time  and  her  cargo  is  probably  worthless.  I  have  looked  at  her,  but 
am  not  fully  satisfied  as  to  her  cargo.  Have  made  a  partial  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  wreck  of  the  Rattlesnake ,  lying  near  Breach  Inlet.  She 
is  in  the  surf,  and  can  not  be  worked  to  any  advantage. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  Churchill, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

[Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wm.  Radford. J 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
■propositions  for  raising  sunken  Confederate  property  in  Charleston 
Harbor  and  its  tributaries. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Port  Royal ,  S.  C.,  August  2,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  proposition  of  M.  M. 
Gray  for  raising  sunken  rebel  property  in  Charleston  Harbor  and  its 
tributaries,  together  with  additional  articles,  to  which.  Mr.  Gray 
agrees. 

If  these  propositions  should  meet  the  views  of  the  Department,  will 
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it  be  pleased  to  return  them  to  me,  and  I  will  immediately  enter  into 
a  contract  with  Mr.  Gray  for  raising’  the  sunken  property. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

Charleston,  July  31,  1865. 

Honored  8>ir:  I  beg  leave  to  renew  my  application  and  agreement 
to  raise  the  obstruction  in  Charleston  Harbor  and  tributaries — that  is: 
I  agree  to  raise  all  rebel  sunken  property,  3  sunken  rebel  rams,  Charles¬ 
ton,  Chicora ,  Palmetto  State ,  and  1  gunboat;  7  blockade  runners,  2  of 
which  are  on  Long  Island  Beach,  I  opposite  Fort  Moultrie,  the  other 
alongside  Northeastern  Railroad  wharf;  chain  and  boom  obstruction 
from  Moultrie  to  Sumter  and  Hog  Island  Channel;  3  bull  tor¬ 
pedoes  on  Rebellion  Road,  on  the  following  terms  and  conditions:  I 
will  furnish  all  the  means  and  appliances  for  doing  said  work,  giving 
the  United  States  Government  10  per  cent  of  the  net  proceeds,  and 
reserving  60  per  cent  for  myself.  The  sunken  property  Raised  to  be 
sold  from  time  to  time  as  the  commanding  naval  officer  may  deem  most 
to  the  interest  of  the  parties  concerned,  in  order  to  enable  me  to  prose¬ 
cute  the  said  work.  1  agree  to  commence  the  work  between  the  date 
of  this  agreement  and  the  15th  August,  1865,  and  complete  it  by  the 
15th  August,  1866.  I  also  claim  protection,  as  far  as  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment  has  the  right  to  give,  from  all  interference  and  intermeddling  of 
all  and  any  other  person  or  persons  in  my  prosecution  of  the  within 
contract  and  profits  arising  therefrom. 

With  considerations  of  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  Gray. 

Rear-Admiral  Radford. 

[Endorsement.] 

July  31,  [1865.] 

It  is  not  to  be  understood  that  Mr.  Gray  expects  or  binds  himself 
to  raise  any  vessel  entire,  but  to  recover  iron,  machinery,  and  such 
property  as  can  be  recovered  from  them. 

J.  C.  P.  de  Krafft, 

Lieutenant-  Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

[Second  endorsement.] 

The  proceeds  of  the  sale  will  be  received  by  the  agent  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  who  will  pay  amount  to  the  value  60  per  cent  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  sale,  the  remaining  40  per  cent  to  be  deposited  in  the 
public  Treasury  in  the  manner  the  Department  may  direct. 


Additional  articles  proposed  by  me,  to  which  Mr.  Grav  agreed, 
July  31,  1865: 

That  all  property  recovered  is  to  be  stored  in  a  secure  place,  with¬ 
out  cost  of  any  kind  to  the  Government,  in  charge  of  competent 
watchmen.  The  Government  agent  to  have  free  access  at  all  times, 
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and  to  be  kept  supplied  with  lists  of  all  property  stored  or  recovered, 
and  to  be  informed  of  all  proposed  sales. 

Bills  of  all  expenses  incurred  in  this  work  to  be  at  all  times  open  to 
inspection  of  Government  agent,  that  he  may  be  satisfied  of  the  return 
of  net  proceeds. 

Government  agent  to  be  kept  informed  of  all  work  in  hand  wBen 
it  is  completed  in  any  locality — and  when  any  change  of  locality  is 
proposed.  All  agreements  for  sale  must  be  in  presence  of  this  agent, 
and  previous  to  "all  sales  notice  must  be  published  in  a  responsible 
paper  in  this  city  [Charleston,  S.  C.]  for  ten  days  in  advance  of  sale. 
No  sale  to  be  valid  unless  in  presence  of  the  Government  agent,  who 
will  certifjGo  each  sale,  amount  and  kind  of  property  sold,  and  amount 
of  proceeds. 

The  amount  accruing  to  the  Government  from  each  sale  to  be 
deposited  by  the  purchaser  to  the  credit  of  the  Navy  Department,  in 
such  bank  as  may  be  designated  (there  being  no  public  depository  in 
this  city)  in  presence  of  the  Government  agent,  before  the  delivery  of 
goods. 

In  event  of  failure  to  comply  with  any  of  the  articles  of  agreement, 
or  diligently  prosecuting  it,  the  work  to  be  suspended  and  this  agree¬ 
ment  annulled  at  the  pleasure  of  the  commander  in  chief,  and  all  goods 
or  property  on  hand  to  remain  in  the  possession  of  the  Government. 

J.  C.  P.  DE  IVRAFFT, 

lieutenant- Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
general  affairs  of  the  squadron . 

No.  119.]  Flagship  Malvern, 

Port  Royal ,  S.  61,  August  8 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  theU.  S.  S.  Donegal  and  Emma 
have  both  been  ordered  north  to  tow  the  Philadelphia  and  Preston. 

I  shall  be  one  vessel  short  of  my  complement  should  neither  of  these 
steamers  return,  and  I  would  respectfully  request  that  the  Department 
would  be  pleased  to  send  me  a  moderate  draft  regular  war  steamer,  to 
whose  commander  I  might  give  the  supervision  of  the  southern  por¬ 
tion  of  my  command,  from  Savannah  to  Cape  Florida. 

The  bitter  feeling  known  to  exist  between  the  white  and  black  races 
at  present,  especially  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  seacoast,  renders  it 
expedient  that  a  man-of-war  should  show  herself  along  the  coast  at 
short  intervals,  and  the  commanding  officer  ought  to  be  one  in  whose 
discretion  confidence  could  be  placed. 

The  U.  S.  S.  McDonough  has  been  employed  in  raising  anchors  and 
buoys  in  the  inlets  and  harbors. 

The  machine  and  carpenter  shops  were  closed  August  7  and  the  men 
sent  to  New  York  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Home. 

The  machine  shop  at  Charleston  has  also  been  closed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Extract  from  diary  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlyren ,  1861^-65. 

October  2,  186 f — Foster  oilers  to  evacuate  Fort  Seward.  I  accept 
the  offer. 

October  7. — Eleven  deserters  (German)  from  Georgetown,  [S.  C. ], 
give  accurate  account  of  Batteiy  White;  heavy,  10  guns,  2  of  X-inch, 
well  looked  out  for;  negro  statements  erroneous;  would  have  led  to 
disaster. 

October  8. — 1  wish  Farragut  would  come.  1  ought  to  be  at 
Charleston. 

October  11. — Captain  Fox  escaped  from  Charleston  in  rebel  uniform; 
says  that  15,000  or  25,000  men  could  take  it  in  the  rear;  too  strong  in 
front.  Says  jmllow  fever  is  bad  in  Charleston. 

October  22. — Pontiac  came  in;  had  convoyed  rebel  officers  from 
Morris  Island  to  Pulaski,  the  Union  officers  being  removed  from  tire 
in  Charleston. 

October  26. — Two  persons  arrived  who  had  tied  rebeldom  to  avoid 
conscription.  They  report  the  vessel  in  the  Pedee  as  a  gunboat,  but 
not  able  to  get  down  yet;  want  of  water.  The  army  has  at  last  taken 
its  last  man  from  Bay  Point. 

October  31. — Rapid  firing  in  the  outside  blockade  [Charleston];  heard 
next  morning  that  the  Pawnee  had  mistaken  the  Dai  OKing  for  a 
runner. 

November' 1. — The  monitors  all  in  place  and  another  wreck  added  to 
the  ornaments  of  the  channel,  said  to  be  the  Flora. 

November  5. — In  the  afternoon  I  ran  out  in  the  Harvest  Moon  to 
take  a  view  of  the  outer  blockading  ground.  Picked  up  a  buoy  and 
found  it  sustained  part  of  a  connection  for  some  sunken  torpedo;  a 
rope  enclosing  a  wire  rope,  with  copper  wire,  insulated  by  gutta¬ 
percha,  then  wound  with  rope  yarn,  then  overlaid  with  wire,  form¬ 
ing  a  rope. 

Novembei ’  6. — About  2  p.  m.  reached  Edisto  River.  Channel  narrow 
but  deep.  This  river  is  viewed  as  an  important  road  to  Charleston. 
Admiral  Du  Pont  so  reports  it,  and  in  the  Revolution  Lord  Howe 
passed  up  it  with  his  forces  and  took  Charleston. 

November  2f — About  3  arrives  a  note,  confidential,  asking  if  1  will 
aid  in  a  movement  to  assist  Sherman.  Certainly  1  will,  and  before  1 
sleep  the  orders  are  issued  to  collect  the  light  artillery,  sailors,  and 
marines — the  vessels,  too,  are  assigned. 

November  25. — Harvest  Moon  went  up  at  3  a.  m.  for  marines,  and  Pon¬ 
tiac ,  Captain  Preble,  etc.  About  10  a.  m.  another  letter  from  General 
Foster  asks  two  to  six  gunboats  to  cover  and  six  naval  howitzers  to 
assist,  to  be  ready  Monday  evening.  Start  the  Bibb  off  for  Mtngoe 
and  men;  send  south  for  Winona  and  men;  very  busy  with  the  detail. 

November  27. — Very  foggy.  Mingoe  got  in  last  night.  No  Sabbath 
to-day  for  us.  The  naval  detachment  must  move  to-morrow  night 
with  the  troops,  and  they  are  very  raw,  so  we  must  drill  on  Sunday. 
The  officers  are  clever,  and  with  zealous  men,  so  we  get  on.  The  bat¬ 
tery  will  have  six  12-pounders,  two  of  them  rifled.  The  sailor  skir¬ 
mishers,  about  160,  in  four  half  companies,  and  the  marines,  180,  in 

- companies.  Aery  difficult  to  get  the  officers  into  the  idea  ol 

light  drill  and  open  order;  they  will  mass  the  men.  Wissahichon  and 
Winona  came  in.  I  was  ashore  morning  and  afternoon  looking  on. 
Broad  River  is  to  be  the  scene  of  action. 
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November  28. — Port  .Royal.  Ashore  in  the  morning;  got  all  parts 
together  and  had  a  grand  drill.  Gave  them  some  notion  of  my  idea. 
They  scampered  through  bushes  and  over  sand  hills  with  howitzers. 
In  the  afternoon  all  getting  ready  to  embark.  At  sundown  the  gun¬ 
boats  Pontiac  and  Mingoe  were  brought  to  the  wharf  and  took  in 
sailors,  marines,  and  howitzers. 

November  29. — At  4  o’clock  a.  m.  I  looked  out;  there  was  a  low  fog 
hanging  over  the  water,  through  which  vessels  might  be  glimpsed  for 
two  or  three  hundred  yards;  the  stars  clear  above.  As  signals  were 
uncertain  and  inexpedient,  the  Harvest  Moon  had  to  steam  round  and 
order  each  of  six  steamers  to  get  underway,  so  that  daylight  was 
relieving  the  horizon  as  the  party  was  steering  for  Broad  River,  I 
ahead,  for  Bradford  is  a  good  natural  pilot.  l\:  was  a  bitter  reflection 
that  the  army  must  be  far  ahead  and  the  gunboats  not  ahead  to  cover. 
The  fog  had  thickened,  so  that  the  shores  were  just  seen  dimly  and 
only  the  vessel  ahead  and  astern.  I  ordered  the  Pontiac  to  lead.  At 
last,  about  8: 30,  the  pilot  announced  that  we  were  at  the  landing.  Not 
ten  minutes  before  I  had  heard  one  or  two  loud  halloos,  and  supposed 
they  came  from  some  of  our  soldiers;  but  there  was  not  a  soldier  nor 
a  steamer  but  my  own,  nor  a  sign  of  life,  but  there  was  a  little  hut 
under  a  tree  for  a  picket,  and  the  tire  was  still  burning,  and  the  said 
picket  had  been  suddenly  astonished  by  the  sight  of  many  large  steam¬ 
ers,  seen  like  ghosts  in  the  fog;  so  close,  too.  He  was  at  his  break¬ 
fast,  for  the  sweet  potatoes  were  found  on  the  tire;  gave  a  yell  for 
some  one  and  was  off.  And  here  I  was,  not  a  sign  of  the  troops;  they 
had  left  at  2  o’clock,  three  hours  before  me,  and  were  somewhere  in 
the  river.  The  pilot  was  sure  of  the  name  of  the  place,  and  the  fleet 
captain  was  sure  of  the  spot  on  the  sketch.  Perhaps  the  army  had 
gone  elsewhere.  I  lingered  for  a  moment  in  doubt,  and  was  turning 
downstream  to  make  sure  of  the  place  when  a  solitary  transport  was 
descried  moving  up.  It  was  all  right,  so  in  a  twinkling  the  howitzers 
were  put  ashore,  and  the  men.  I  landed  on  the  relics  of  a  wharf.  A 
beautiful  spot,  truly,  woodland  and  uncultivated  fields,  but  silent  as 
the  grave.  The  sailors  moved  quickly,  and  the  lesson  of  yesterday 
was  put  in  practice,  howitzers  and  men  advancing  to  the  front  in  skir¬ 
mishing  order.  I  walked  up  the  farm  road  with  the  foremost  men, 
and  it  was  hot  as  summer.  Leaving  the  boys  at  a  halt  about  a  mile 
from  the  river,  I  went  back.  It  was  about  li  o’clock.  A  few  compa¬ 
nies  of  colored  troops  were  near  the  shore,  some  formed  in  companies 
and  others  about  loose — not  a  sign  of  a  move,  but  rather  like  a  colony 
about  to  settle.  Some  were  building  tires,  as  if  for  a  meal.  Many 
transports  were  arriving,  some  with  black  troops,  some  with  white. 
About  2  p.  m.  Major-General  Foster  appeared,  denoted  by  a  square 
blue  flag  with  two  stars.  This  is  the  new  arrangement,  to  correspond 
with  the  navy  flags.  About  3  a  master’s  mate  came  from  Captain 
Preble,  saying  he  had  advanced  about  4  miles,  but  the  army  as  yet 
had  only  a  company  between  him  and  the  shore.  So  I  sent  the  master’s 
mate  to  General  Foster,  who  replied  that  General  Hatch  was  hurrying 
the  troops  ashore.  Got  to  Port  Royal  about  8,  and  returned  to  the 
Philadelphia  a  wiser  man  than  when  I  left. 

November  30.—  The  mail  steamer  leaves  at  noon  and  I  must  send  a 
word  to  the  Secretary.  So  I  was  occupied  till  noon,  when  I  left  for 
Broad  River,  for  the  sound  of  cannon  had  been  heard  durino- the  morn¬ 
ing.  General  Foster  went  up  about  10  o’clock.  Took  the  Philadelphia 
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this  time.  It  was  4  o’clock  when  I  got  into  the  creek.  Did  not  get 
np  to  the  landing;  got  ashore.  General  Foster  a  little  higher  up,  and 
left  soon  after  1  arrived.  Captain  Balch  came  on  hoard,  said  all  was 
going  well;  the  troops  near  Grahamville,  and  had  some  fighting  with 
the  rebels,  but  drove  them.  Navy  howitzers  doing  well.  I  started  to 
return  about  6  p.  m. 

December  1. — I  started  at  11  a.  m.  for  Broad  River;  got  to  Boyd’s 
Landing  and  was  grieved  to  hear  that  the  fighting  had  been  going- 
on  yesterday  very  unfavorably  to  us.  The  rebels  had  retired  to  a 
strong  position  on  our  road  to  Grahamville.  General  Hatch  assaulted 
the  work  and  was  repulsed  with  heavy  loss;  he  then  fell  back  to  a 
crossroads  some  3  miles  from  the  landing. 

During  the  day  General  Foster  was  absen  reconnoitering  and  got 
back  in  the  evening.  I  went  to  see  him;  unfortunate  that  he  is  crippled 
by  an  old  wound  and  moves  only  with  a  crutch.  His  course  of  remark 
amounted  to  the  men  not  fighting  hard,  which  also  seemed  very  evident 
to  me  through  all  my  experience  here.  He  wanted  to  look  around  to 
see  if  he  could  get  in  at  any  other  place. 

December!'  2. — Thick  and^foggy.  Sound  of  field  guns  from  7:30  for 
an  hour.  General  Foster  sent  a  telegram  from  Hatch  saying  the 
rebels  were  gathering  in  our  front  and  firing  from  two  fieldpieces, 
but  it  was  not  serious  enough  to  answer.  The  general  was  going  to 
reconnoiter  Whale  Branch  to  Port  Royal  Ferry;  wanted  Balch  and  the 
tugs  to  go  along.  Last  night  I  found  that  we  had  not  a  single  picket 
boat  out,  nor  a  single  feeler  on  our  right  and  left.  I  had  both  done. 
Started  at  3  p.m.  to  reconnoiter  the  Coosa whatchie;  tug  grounded  in  the 
Broad  River  a  mile  and  a  half  above  Boyd’s  Creek ;  could  not  get  off 
and  I  went  hack  in  a  boat.  At  7  p.  m.  returned  to  Port  Royal  in  the 
Philadelphia. 

December  3. — The  same  fine  weather,  but  too  warm  to  be  seasonable. 
Gave  directions  about  affairs  and  at  10  : 30  went  up  Broad  River. 
Foster  ahead.  Sent  the  fleet  captain  to  the  general  to  say  that  if  he 
wished  the  batteries  in  the  Coosaw  hate  hie  attacked  T  would  send  vessels, 
but  it  would  be  to  no  purpose  if  there  were  no  troops  to  hold  them. 
The  general  wished  to  have  them  attacked  and  I  might  have  my 
brigade — and  then  he  would  not  ask  it  officially.  1  told  Balch  to  be 
ready. 

The  Harvest  Moon  came  up  about  9  p.  m.  with  4  deserters  from 
Beaulieu,  real  native  Georgians,  who  had  been  conscripted  and  would 
not  stand  it.  They  report  Beaulieu  very  strong  and  that  Sherman  was 
coming  on. 

In  the  afternoon  Colonel  Mulford,  the  agent  for  exchange,  came  to 
see  me.  He  said  that  the  exchange  at  Savannah  was  interrupted  by 
present  operations  and  he  desired  to  go.  on  at  Charleston.  General 
Foster  had  given  leave;  would  I?  Certainly. 

December  If.. — Sent  the  Pawnee  and  Sonoma  to  Coosawhatchie  with  the 
launches.  The  general  started  off  with  some  small  steamers  and  a 
regiment  for  Whale  Branch.  About  noon  I  started  after  them  only  to 
look  on.  Found  the  Pawnee  and  Sonoma  very  busy  pounding  a  small 
battery  not  far  up  the  Coosawhatchie;  it  fired  a  few  shots  and  was  soon 
shut  up.  General  Hatch  was  reconnoitering  in  force  on  the  left,  and 
the  boats  of  the  Pontiac  which  I  had  ordered  up  Boyd’s  Creek  peeped 
out  of  the  marsh  on  the  left. 

December  5.  —Started  with  General  F oster  up  Broad  River.  Stopped 
off  the  confluence  of  the  Coosawhatchie  and  Tulifinny  rivers;  the  latter 
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was  reconnoitered  and  I  sent  up  for  a  few  negroes  that  appeared  on 
the  shore.  Meanwhile  the  steamers  were  pelting  the  little  battery  on 
the  Coosawhatchie  as  a  feint.  Got  three  very  decrepit  old  cuffeys,  but 
their  information  was  valuable  for  the  operation  which  the  general 
and  I  had  agreed  on  up  the  Tulifinny  to-morrow.  We  go  in  force  and 
hope  to  reach  the  railroad. 

December  6. — Soon  after  light  the  troops  and  steamers  began  to 
move  from  Boyd’s  Creek.  We  got  to  Tulifinny  about  8,  dead  low 
water,  and  it  looked  as  if  we  were  not  to  get  in.  General  Potter, 
who  was  to  command,  came  on  board  and  said  General  Foster  doubted 
if  it  were  not  best  to  wait  for  the  tide.  What  did  I  say  ?  Go  ahead 
off  hand.  General  Potter  concurred  in  my  reasons,  and  soon  was  the 
water  covered  with  the  boats  filled  with  the  soldiers  and  sailors  and  guns. 
No  opposition,  not  a  rebel  visible.  Our  men  got  ashore  and  were  soon 
lost  in  the  woods.  In  the  afternoon  word  came  in  that  we  met  the 
rebels  and  were  driving  them.  In  the  evening  learned  that  several  of 
my  men  had  been  wounded.  The  Pontiac  sent  me  half  a  dozen  pris¬ 
oners,  just  nabbed,  all  Georgians.  One  said  he  was  at  the  battery  wTe 
fired  at  on  the  Coosawhatchie,  and  they  had  600  men  in  ambush  wait¬ 
ing  for  us;  so  I  was  right;  if  the  boats  had  landed  I  should  have  lost 
heavily. 

After  dark  some  heavy  and  continued  firing  was  heard  in  a  direction 
north  of  Savannah  and  some  rockets  seen.  Hoping  it  might  be  Sher¬ 
man  1  had  guns  fired  and  rockets  thrown  up. 

December  7. — Firing  ashore.  The  brigade  of  the  fleet  has  lost  about 
20  men  here  and  at  Boyd’s  Creek.  I  went  ashore  to  the  upper  land¬ 
ing  to  look  at  the  wounded  sailors.  Firing  steadily,  heard  it  was  only 
skirmishing,  rebels  trying  to  force  our  position.  We  have  cut  the 
county  road  bridge  on  the  right  and  can  see  and  hear  the  cars. 

December  8. — Little  or  no  firing,  the  rebels  quiet  and  our  lines  cer¬ 
tainly  near  the  railroad.  Our  casualties  swell  to  23  in  all. 

December  9. — As  I  understood  yesterday  from  the  general,  to-day 
the  effort  was  made  to  open  the  view  to  the  railroad  through  the  dense 
wood  in  front  of  our  position.  Accordingly  500  axmen  started  on 
the  right,  covered  by  the  fire  of  strong  columns  of  skirmishers.  The 
firing  was  sharp  but  not  serious  while  the  axes  were  advancing,  but  as 
soon  as  we  began  to  retire  (the  work  being  done)  the  rebels  came  down 
like  a  house  on  fire.  All  I  learned  by  night  they  had  been  repulsed  and 
we  suffered  considerably,  and  among  them  our  marines.  A  deserter 
stated  that  Sherman  was  within  15  miles  of  Savannah,  so  I  started 
down  after  dark  to  Port  Royal,  where  1  arrived  about  11  p.  m.,  and 
found  to  my  surprise  that  the  Harvest  Moon ,  which  I  sent  down  yester¬ 
day  afternoon,  was  here;  had  been  kept  back  by  the  heavy  gale  that 
blew  all  day. 

December  10. — Tulifinny.  Disposed  of  all  the  business  by  1  p.  m., 
and  once  more  turned  up  the  river  to  know  how  we  finally  stood  after 
the  action  of  yesterday.  Reached  the  mouth  of  the  Tulifinny  about 
8  o’clock  p.  in.  Balch  came  on  board,  and  though  senior  officer,  abso¬ 
lutely  knew  no  more  than  I  knew  last  night;  said  he  had  not  heard 
from  the  front  to-day;  so  I  dispatched  an  aid  and  he  got  back  by 
11  p.  m.  Things  were  substantially  as  represented  last  evening,  except 
the  disaster  to  the  marines,  though  our  total  casualties  amounted  to  20 
at  least.  A  e  were  in  position,  well  intrenched,  and  a  lane  cut  to  the 
railroad  through  the  trees  ready  for  the  rifle  cannon. 
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December  11. — At  9:30,  finding  matters  all  secure,  turned  down  the 
river  got  to  Port  Royal  by  noon.  About  10  at  night  an  army  tug 
brought  a  dispatch  from  Wissahichon,  at  Ty  bee,  saying  that  heavy 
firing  was  heard  up  the  river  about  Savannah;  sent  word  over  to 
Foster. 

December  T2. — General  Foster  came  in  his  steamer  astern  of  me  and 
secured.  General  too  lame,  so  I  went  on  board.  He  thought  news  of 
last  night  good.  1  told  him  a  steamer  1  sent  ( Dandelion )  was  coming 
in  from  Ossabaw  and  would  bring  letters,  as  that  alone  could  bring 
her.  In  a  few  minutes  an  officer  was  announced  with  a  dispatch  from 
General  Howard,  the  advance  of  Sherman’s  army. 

It  was  Captain  [William]  Duncan,  of  the  Illinois  cavalry,  with  a  ser¬ 
geant  and  private.  They  had  found  their  way  down  the  Ogeechee  to 
Ossabaw  and  [U.  S.  S.j  Flag.  Had  left  the  army  just  outside  of 
Savannah  and  a  fight  going  on.  The  dispatch  from  General  Howard 
was  short,  in  pencil,  on  a  scrap  of  paper. 

Captain  Duncan  left  General  Howard  at  9  p.  m.  of  the  9th  with  two 
men;  went  down  the  Ogeechee  in  a  boat.  At  daylight  of  the  10th 
halted  7  miles  above  McAllister;  remained  all  day;  at  dark  of  the  10th 
started;  passed  McAllister,  and  at  daylight  were  6  miles  below  it; 
reached  the  Flag  at  noon;  left  in  the  Dandelion  at  2  p.  m.  (11th), 
but  were  detained  by  a  gale. 

After  a  brief  chat' with  General  Foster  about  dispositions,  I  left  and 
gave  orders  for  collecting  my  steamers  about  the  rivers  near  Savannah. 
Sent  the  monitor  Sangamon  to  Savannah  River  and  about  noon  was 
able  to  leave  myself  and  reach  there  about  4.  After  giving  directions 
about  buoying  the  channel  of  the  river  I  left  after  dark  for  Ossabaw; 
reached  there  about  11  p.  m. 

December  13. — Reached  Savannah  River  about  daylight,  hound 
things  moving  as  indifferently  as  if  nothing  of  interest  was  proceeding. 
General  Foster  arrived  in  the  morning  from  Ossabaw  and  Wassaw; 
not  communicated  }7et  with  Sherman. 

December  11+.—  At  8  a.  m.  an  officer  came  in  a  boat  from  the  Passaic 
with  dispatches  from  Ossabaw;  had  communicated  by  signal  last 
night  with  Sherman.  So  I  determined  to  go  to  Ossabaw  by  way  of 
Wassaw,  where  1  wished  to  have  things  right  for  stopping  the  rebel 
ironclads  in  case  they  made  a  dash.  So  I  started  by  the  inland  passage, 
Laz[aretto]  Creek  and  Tybee  River.  On  getting  into  Wassaw  Sound 
saw  General  Foster’s  steamer  outside,  which  changed  course  and  stood 
in  on  seeing  me.  I  stood  on  to  speak  to  the  I  awnee  and  1  assaic ,  was 
near  the  former  when  the  signal  officer  reported  signals  from  General 
Foster  that  General  Sherman  was  with  him.  Anchored  immediately, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  the  steamer  came  alongside,  and  I  jumped  aboard, 
walked  into  the  cabin,  and  met  General  Sherman.  He  had  left  Ins 
army  to  see  me.  Sherman  told  me  a  division  had  just  walked  into 
McAllister  (December  13,  at  5  p.  m.),  but  that  no  ships  could  have 
taken  it  so  powerful  l3r  was  it  fortified  toward  the  watei.  Well, 
finally  it1  was  agreed  that  Sherman  should  go  back  with  me,  and  Gen¬ 
eral  Foster  would  goto  Hilton  Head. 

December  15—  After  breakfast  1  went  ashore  with  General  Sherman 
to  look  over  Fort  McAllister;  a  truly  formidable  work;  so  crammed 
with  bombp roofs  and  traverses  as  to  look  as  if  the  spaces  weie  caived 
out  of  solid  earth,  a  very  strong  and  complete  work.  The  rebel  gar¬ 
rison  were  still  there  cooking,  etc..,  as  if  nothing  had  happened,  then 
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we  went  up  the  river,  and  I  landed  with  General  Sherman  at  the  rice 
mills.  Here  we  looked  around,  and  we  parted;  he  took  horse  for  his 
army,  and  I  returned  to  my  vessel.  Found  General  Howard  had  gone 
with  fleet  captain  to  reconnoiter  Beaulieu.  The  Dandelion  was  very 
busy  pulling  up  the  piles  driven  across  the  river  by  the  rebels  care¬ 
fully,  two  lines  interlacing  each  other  and  the  most  labored  device  of 
torpedoes  I  have  yet  seen,  stout  piles  being  secured  slanting  down 
river,  with  an  iron  shell  on  the  head.  Much  ingenuity  exercised. 
We  pulled  them  all  up.  Around  the  outer  ditch  of  McAllister  they 
had  buried  7-inch  shells  just  below  the  surface,  which  exploded  if  trod 
upon;  several  of  our  men  mangled  and  killed  by  them.  General  Sher¬ 
man  made  a  rebel  officer  take  his  men  and  dig  them  up. 

December  16. — Steamed  down  past  Fort  McAllister;  left  Oleander 
to  finish  pulling  out  piles. 

December  17. — Early  under  way,  but  so  impossible  to  see  through 
the  fog  that  we  got  no  farther  than  the  Flag.  As  the  morning 
advanced  the  fog  suddenly  broke  and  we  steamed  ahead,  towing  the 
mortar  schooner  up  to  the  head  of  Green  Island.  Sonoma  close  by. 
Beaulieu  in  full  sight,  2  or  2|-  miles  ahead.  Rosedew  peeping  out  on 
the  left.  Rowed  around  the  Crooked  Creek  to  see  if  a  flank  tire  was 
to  be  had,  then  back;  fog  thick  again.  Heard  firing  for  an  hour  about 
sunset,  toward  north.  Sonoma  is  to  fire  deliberately,  also  mortar 
schooner.  Fog  too  thick;  had  to  be  quiet  all  night. 

December  18. — Fog  again.  Started  at  6  a.  m.,  groping  by  the  land; 
got  down  to  cross  channel  b}r7:30;  had  to  anchor.  Heavy  fog;  not 
able  to  see  a  boat’s  length.  Heard  the  Sonoma  and  mortar  schooner 
at  times.  This  fog  kills  everything;  hardly  allows  two  hours  in  the 
twenty -four. 

December  19. — Fog  again;  groped  through  to  the  Sonoma ,  off  Beau¬ 
lieu.  Very  soon  saw  the  Nantucket  off  the  bar  with  the  Canandaigua , 
Winona,  and  several  tugs.  Steamed  out  and  met  them  coming  in. 
Led  the  monitor  over  in  Vernon  River  and  anchored  her  off  the  end 
of  Raccoon  Key.  Occupied  making  arrangements  throughout  the 
afternoon.  In  the  course  of  the  evening  a  small  army  tug  was 
announced  with  word  that  General  Sherman  was  in  her  and  in  a  min¬ 
ute  he  came  on  board,  in  order  to  confer  about  a  push  by  General 
Foster  on  the  railroad  from  his  position  at  Boyd’s  Neck  and  Tulifinny, 
instead  of  attacking  Beaulieu,  which  the  general  thought  less  advan¬ 
tageous,  leaving  me  to  make  a  demonstration;  great  disappointment. 
But  the  greatest  was  that  General  Grant  had  ordered  Sherman  to 
embark  for  the  James,  reached  on  the  16th  by  Colonel  Babcock,  of 
the  Engineers.  He  (General  Sherman)  concluded  to  send  a  division 
to  assist  Foster,  and  we  concluded  finally  to  go  round  to  Port  Royal; 
so  my  steamer  started  down  the  Vernon  River. 

December  20.—  Arrived  at  Port  Royal  before  daylight  and  tele¬ 
graphed  to  General  Foster  that  General  Sherman  was  with  me. 

December  %1—  It  was  nearly  I  o’clock  when  the  Harvest  Moon  put 
to  sea,  and  found  a  considerable  gale  from  S.  W. ,  with  much  sea. 
the  pilot  sent  word  at  daylight  that  it  would  be  too  thick  to  see  the 
buoy  off  Ossabaw,  and  he  would  prefer  to  go  into  Tybee. 

Into  Tybee  we  went,  and  thence  through  the  inland  passage  to 
Wassaw.  Got  three-fourths  of  the  way,  when  the  channel  was  so 
narrow  and  winding  that  the  Harvest  Moon  stuck  fast. 

We  could  not  wait,  so  I  got  into  my  barge  with  the  general  and  his 
numerous  staff  and  pulled  for  Ossabaw  Sound. 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Before  long-  we  met  an  army  tug  with  dispatches  for  the  general. 
It  was  by  telegram  from  headquarters,  noon,  stating  that  the  troops 
were  advancing,  the  city  abandoned  by  the  rebel  troops.  So  the  gen¬ 
eral  eagerly  pushed  on  for  the  Ogeechee  in  the  tug,  and  my  only 
resource  was  a  pull  in  the  barge  for  some  miles  up  the  Vernon  against 
a  heavy  northwester. 

December  22. — Soon  after  sunrise  had  to  take  to  my  barge  once 
more;  reached  Tybee  before  noon  and  hoisted  my  liag  on  the  South 
Carolina.  Winona  coming;  Pawnee  and  monitor  not  in  sight.  So  I 
went  on  board  the  WissahicJcon ,  signaled  the  Winona ,  and  went  up  the 
river  with  the  two  and  two  tugs.  Arrived  near  the  obstructions  at  4 
p.  m.  and  anchored.  Truly,  a  formidable  barrier;  almost  impassable 
and  irremovable,  save  by  great  labor.  Made  up  of  coffers  or  cribs  of 
heavy  timber,  tilled  with  sand  or  brick,  or  stone  and  sand.  A  great 
explosion  heard  last  night  near  Savannah,  supposed  to  be  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  ram. 

December  23. — Hoisted  flag  on  the  Pawnee  and  went  up  the  Savan¬ 
nah  River  and  anchored  near  the  obstructions.  Then  to  the  city  in  a 
small  tug;  got  some  hard  thumps  getting  through  the  barriers. 
Wharves,  forts,  etc.,  lined  with  soldiers.  Fort  Jackson,  a  work  of 
the  old  construction,  brick  facing,  would  not  endure  much;  below  it, 
Fort  Lee,  a  new  earthwork,  of  the  late  pattern,  formidable.  Found 
an  aid  of  General  Sherman’s  on  the  wharf  with  an  ambulance  and 
drove  to  his  headquarters.  Found  these  to  be  a  splendid  mansion, 
offered  by  the  owner,  a  Mr.  Green.  After  lunch  I  drove  round  the 
city.  Soldiers  everywhere,  hardy  and  equal  to  anything,  but  showing 
by  their  clothing  the  long  march  and  campaign.  Perfect  order  in  the 
city. 

December  2J+- — The  old  Philadelphia  was  announced  from  _  Port 
Royal,  upon  which  I  shifted  a  little  farther  and  got  on  board  of  her. 
Tugs  busy  trying  to  get  out  piles  from  the  channel,  without  success, 
and  examining  the  south  channel  and  [St.]  Augustine  Creek. 

December  25.—  Have  had  a  full  note  from  Fox,  in  which  he  explains 
that  everv  squadron  had  been  pinched  to  make  up  that  of  the  North 
Atlantic.'  Says  there  had  been  delays  by  the  army,  but  it  would  soon 
be  settled  at  Wilmington. 

December  26. — Very  foggy;  all  quiet.  The  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  obstructions  in  the  waters  about  Savannah  are  surprising.  Savan¬ 
nah  River  itself  maybe  pronounced  impassable.  They  seem  to  be 
placed  everywhere,  made  of  heavy  logs  into  a  crib,  which  is  filled  with 
rubble  and  sunk  to  the  bottom.  These  are  placed  across  the  river  at 
intervals  so  close  that  in  one  or  two  places  only  can  a  small  vessel  pass. 
The  principal  line  is  at  the  end  of  Elba  Island,  across  both  channels. 
There  are  others  nearer  the  city,  and  the  network  is  right  under  the 

guns  of  Forts  Jackson  and  Lee.  . 

One  consequence  to  the  rebels  themselves  was  that  when  they  desiied 
to  rush  out  with  their  ram,  the  Savannah ,  no  effort  could  open  the  way 
and  they  had  to  blow  her  up. 

December  27. — I  went  to  the  city  about  2  o’clock  to  see  General 
Sherman  about  future  movements.  His  principal  plan  will  be  to  draw 
well  back  from  the  seacoast  and  pounce  down  from  the  interior,  but 
he  will  not  begin  before  New  Year’s.  He  is  now  having  the  city  forti¬ 
fied.  We  started  out  on  foot,  and  rambled  through  the  city,  even  to 
the  outskirts.  Just  near  the  general’s  quarters,  there  was  a  great  rush 
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for  me  with  dispatches  from  Charleston  from  Captain  Scott  (Gustavus 
Scott,  senior  officer  there),  who  hears  that  the  rebel  ironclads  are  to 
come  out. 

I  returned  at  once,  but  it  was  dark.  Found  that  the  fleet  captain 
had  started  the  Pawnee  down  the  river  to  tow  the  Nantucket.  Sent  to 
the  Bibb  to  tow  the  Passaic. 

December  88. — On  getting  down  to  the  obstructions  at  Fort  Pulaski, 
much  disgusted  to  find  the  Pawnee  there,  unable  to  pass.  Put  the 
Harvest  Moon  through. 

December  89. — By  7  in  the  morning  reached  the  bar  [off  Charleston], 
and  soon  after  anchored  inside.  Weather  clear  and  cold.  The  Nan¬ 
tucket  makes  the  sixth  monitor  here,  and  by  noon  the  Passaic  arrived, 
making  seven,  so  1  rather  think  the  rebels  will  not  venture  too  much. 

I  see  no  cause  whatever  for  the  alarm  that  was  experienced,  but  it 
is  just  as  well  that  I  should  make  everything  secure. 

December  31. — Two  of  the  picket  launches  missing;  fear  they  are 
taken.  It  began  to  blow  heavily  this  morning  from  S.  by  W.  before 
daylight,  and  these  boats  were,  no  doubt,  swept  in  before  they  could 
get  clear.  About  dark,  up  anchor  and  away  for  a  talk  wdth  General 
Sherman. 

January  1 ,  1865. — It  blew  with  great  violence  all  night  from  west, 
and  the  Harvest  Moon  had  an  uneasy  time.  About  daylight  arrived 
at  Port  Royal,  and  soon  came  the  special  message  with  news  that 
Admiral  Porter’s  fleet  captain  had  arrived  and  gone  on  to  Savannah  to 
see  General  Sherman.  He  left  a  paper  stating  that  the  fleet  had 
silenced  Fort  Fisher  (Wilmington),  but  the  army  deemed  it  too  strong; 
would  not  assault;  had  embarked  and  gone  to  Hampton  Roads.  Por¬ 
ter  wanted  Sherman  to  send  up  troops  and  take  it.  Captain  Breese 
got  back  about  3  p.  m.  Sherman  had  other  plans  and  would  not 
break  his  army  into  detachments.  So  ends  that  business. 

January  8. — Went  up  to  see  General  Sherman  about  1  p.  m.  Found 
there  General  Barnard,  of  the  Engineers,  just  from  General  Grant. 
While  with  the  general  he  explained  his  coming  movement,  and  now  I 
learn  that  his  right  wing  will  go  to  Beaufort  by  water,  which  is  a  new 
idea.  Asked  me  if  I  would  help.  Certainly;  but  I  had  only  my  flag¬ 
ship,  the  Harvest  Moon ,  to  lend.  The  general  also  wanted  a  gunboat 
up.  Ordered  the  Sonoma. 

January  3. — Started  at  noon  to  look  at  St.  Augustine  Creek.  When 
we  got  to  Thunderbolt  found  the  Harvest  Moon  filled  with  troops  and 
just  starting  for  Beaufort.  Not  an  army  transport  yet  arrived.  Gen¬ 
eral  Sherman  here  in  the  Bibb  with  General  Barnard. 

January — The  movement  of  the  troops  goes  on  from  Thunder¬ 
bolt  to  Beaufort.  Harvest  Moon  carried  800.  Corps  of  divers  with 
a  steamer  at  work  on  the  obstructions.  Have  not  made  much  impres¬ 
sion  even  on  one  crib.  Secured  an  unfinished  torpedo  boat,  which  was 
at  a  wharf  in  the  city  when  [sic],  but  by  some  hocus-pocus  had  been 
looted  and  got  down  among  the  bushes  of  St.  Augustine  Creek. 

January  13.— -Two  Union  officers  just  escaped  from  Charleston  cor¬ 
roborated  our  impressions  of  things  there.  The  rebel  preparation 
may  mean  evacuation  of  Charleston  or  defense.  Mail  from  the  North. 
Private  note  from  the  Secretary  says  they  must  take  Wilmington, 
and  then  Porter  is  ordered  to  send  here  all  he  can  spare,  including 
ironclads.  Went  to  the  city  [Savannah];  saw  General  Sherman  and 
had  a  final  understanding  as  to  his  plan.  He  will  move  from  the  coast 
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on  an  interior  line,  destroying  railroad.  Does  not  intend  to  turn  off 
for  Charleston  or  Georgetown,  unless  forced  to  do  so  by  unforeseen 
circumstances.  The  general  urged  me  not  to  commit  1113^  vessels  to 
the  lire  of  the  Charleston  batteries. 

January  If — Soon  after  breakfast  left  and  steamed  down.  Sent 
orders  to  the  Pontiac  to  report  on  Monday  to  General  Sherman  to 
accompany  a  column  up  the  Savannah  River,  and  as  he  did  not  want 
the  Sonoma  here,  sent  her  elsewhere.  Had  a  nice  run  of  four  hours 
to  Port  Royal. 

January  15. — Reached  Charleston  before  8  o’clock.  After  breakfast 
summoned  the  monitor  captains  and  apprised  them  that  Ave  might  be 
called  on  to  cooperate  in  some  move  upon  Charleston.  The  question 
was,  Iiow  and  when  ?  I  observed  that  it  might  be  done  in  three  ways: 
1.  Attack  Sullivan’s  Island.  2.  Pass  in  and  attack  Johnson.  3.  Run 
all  the  way  up  and  attack  the  city^.  They  were  not  inclined  to  go 
beyond  the  first  step — attack  Sullivan’s  Island.  After  a  full  and  unre¬ 
served  discussion,  1  decided  that  the  obstructions  near  Sumter  should 
be  examined  by  boats  under  the  supervision  of  the  captains  of  monitors 
for  each  night.  While  thus  engaged,  the  Britannia  arrived  from 
Admiral  Porter,  with  dispatches  for  General  Sherman,  and  news  that 
the  troops  Avere  all  ashore  near  Fort  Fisher. 

January  16. — General  Sherman  has  sent  me  the  key  of  the  cipher 
of  the  Government,  only  confided  to  some  half  dozen  persons.  The 
Patapsco’s  pipe  just  peeps  above  the  Avater  and  marks  her  place,  800 
yards  outside  of  Sumter.  The  rebel  telegram  read,  telling  the  news 
from  Sullivan’s  Island  to  Charleston.  Letter  from  J udge  [0.  C.]  Hop¬ 
kins,  of  McIntosh  County,  asking  that  he  and  others  might  not  be 
molested — a  sign  of  the  end. 

January  18. — About  2  o’clock  in  the  morning  started  for  Port 
Roval,  which  I  reached  by  10  o’clock.  1  came  down  to  hurry  the 
Sangam.on  and  see  to  the  torpedoes  preparation.  Had  a  long  letter 
from  General  Sherman.  Says  Blair  has  taken  Pocotaligo  and  is  on 
the  railroad;  Avill  move  soon;  is  adverse  to  m}r  attacking  batteries  at 

Charleston.  . 

January  19. — Two  monitors  announced  coming  from  the  north  in 
tow.  Proved  to  be  the  Canonicus  and  Mahopac ,  toAved  by  the  Tusca- 
rora  and  Nererus.  Bring  a  full  account  of  taking  of  the  Wilmington 

forts.  ,  rn.  ,  0. 

January  W— Vessels  off  Charleston  are  the  Liconderoga ,  Shenan¬ 
doah,  Juniata ,  State  of  Georgia.  Monadnock  in  sight,  towed  by  the 
Keystone  State ;  crossed  the  bar  and  came  in  about  2  p.  m.  Captain 
of  the  Keystone  State  brings  a  letter  from  Porter. 

January  %1—  Reached  Port  Royal  between  10  and  11  p.  m. 

January  22. — Went  over  to  Hilton  Head  to  see  General  Foster  about 
my  notion  of  attacking  Sullivan’s  Island.  He  seemed  to  think  Avell  of 
it,  but  would  have  to  consult  General  Sherman,  avIio  would  be  here 


January  <23.— Telegram  from  General  Foster  that  General  Sherman 
had  arrived.  Went  over  to  see  him.  The  general  does  not  blurt  out 
against  anyone’s  notions,  but  he  continued  to  prefei  his  plan  of  a 
descent  at  Bull’s  Bay.  He  has  left  Savannah  and  will  move  personally 
with  his  right  wing. 

January  Had  a  telegram  about  4  p.  m.  from  General  Sherman 
at  Beaufort,  and  about  7  the  same  came  in  a  letter  form.  1  notice  that 
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all  these  letters  he  writes  himself.  He  wants  the  gunboats  to  be  active 
on  the  rebel  flanks;  says  the  ground  is  drying  after  the  late  heavy  rains, 
and  he  will  move  soon,  menacing  Charleston,  but  will  not  go  there. 

January  %5. — Sent  my  own  steamer,  Philadelphia ,  to  Stono,  as 
likely  to  be  more  convenient  to  operations. 

January  3 6 . — Off  Stono  by  daylight,  clear  and  cold,  wind  moderate 
at  N.W. ;  crossed  the  bar  and  anchored  about  8  a.  m.  All  quiet  here. 
Left  Stono  about  10,  and  steamed  down  to  South  Edisto;  not  buoyed. 
Went  in  as  far  as  daylight  permitted.  Saw  nothing;  heard  nothing; 
came  out  at  dark  and  reached  Port  Royal  at  10. 

January  $7. — [At]  6  p.  m.  Captain  Chaplin  was  announced.  In  half 
a  dozen  words  he  told  me  that  his  ship,  the  Dai  Ching ,  has  been  cut 
up  by  a  rebel  battery  on  the  Combahee  and  destroyed.  It  took  place 
yesterday.  He  came  in  range,  and  was  opened  on  about  8  o’clock. 
Soon  after  she  grounded,  and  that  settled  her  fate.  The  battery  was 
heavy,  and  she  could  not  retire.  After  a  defense  of  seven  hours,  he 
set  tire  to  her  and  left  her  about  3  p.  m.,  bringing  off  all  his  crew, 
except  an  officer  and  three  or  four  men,  [who  were]  captured  in  a 
boat  by  the  pickets  on  the  bank. 

Two  mistakes.  He  did  not  drive  in  the  pickets,  and  grounded  at 
high  water.  Had  he  avoided  these  mistakes  the  Dai  Ching  would  have 
been  safe,  having  had  seven  hours  for  exertion.  The  Pawnee  was  sent 
for  and  got  round.  So  now  I  must  start  and  try  to  stop  the  Wando 
from  getting  into  the  Edisto.  So  much  for  cooperation.  Sherman 
was  to  have  Salkehatchie  about  this  time,  certainly  not  later,  and 
would  have  taken  the  battery  in  reverse.  Got  underway  about  9.  and 
took  two  tugs  with  me  for  messages. 

January  %8. — Left  a  tug  to  go  into  St.  Helena  and  went  on. 
Anchored  about  1  o’clock  somewhere  near  the  entrance  to  Edisto. 
Daylight  showed  us  to  be  in  the  line  of  safe  precedents— that  is,  10 
miles  out  to  sea;  better  that  than  be  ashore,  which  is  all  that  can  be 
said.  Got  in  about  8  o’clock  and  stood  up  the  river;  no  sign  of 
the  Wando.  After  getting  up  5  or  6  miles  the  fleet  captain  suggested 
the  going  farther  was  ticklish,  so  we  turned  around,  and  just  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  spied  the  Pawnee  and  Wando  coming  down  the  St. 
Helena  Sound;  they  went  out  to  sea  and  the  Pawnee  went  on  to  North 
Edisto;  the  Wando  came  in.  My  steamer  had  been  foolishly  lodged 
on  a  sand  bank  close  to  the  shore  and,  being  near  high  tide,  had  to  lay 
there  until  sunset,  when  we  floated  off.  Meanwhile  I  had  nothing  to 
do  but  to  ponder  on  the  gathering  ills.  Meanwhile  the  rebels  had  a 
tine  chance.  The  tug  in  trying  to  get  me  off  got  ashore  and  we  lay 
high  and  dry  just  the  mark  for  a  couple  of  fieldpieces.  But  the  rebels 
are  down  in  the  mouth;  besides  I  ordered  a  party  of  skirmishers 
ashore;  they  hold  the  only  road. 

The  Wando  had  come  in,  and  the  Carnation ,  so  after  dark  we  all 
toddled  off  for  Port  Royal  and  got  there  before  midnight. 

January  89.—1  he  man  who  was  captured  in  a  schooner  by  the  Dai 
Ching ,  just  before  she  was  lost,  says  if  the  Dai  Ching  had  not  grounded 
she  would  have  been  past  the  battery  in  a  few  minutes.  All  agree  that 
the  tug  deserted  the  Dai  Ching  and  the  captain  behaved  cowardly. 

January  30.  —Deserters  from  Charleston  say  the  harbor  is  full  of 
torpedoes;  wonder  the  Lehigh  was  not  blown  up  as  well  as  the  Patapsco. 

January  31.  Organizing  another  fleet  brigade.  Great  time  with 
the  rifled  cannon,  live  or  six  cases  of  bursts  and  cracks.  Officers  want 
no  more  of  them;  good  reason. 
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February  1. — Went  ashore  to  look  at  the  sailors  drill. 

February  3.— Still  blowing,  and  with  rain.  Great  outcry  against 
the  Parrott  rifles.  Captains  object  to  receiving  others  in  place  of 
those  burst.  I  will  refer  that  to  the  Bureau. 

February  ^.—Reached  North  Edisto  about  dark.  St.  Louis  down 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Passed  up  to  White  Point;  found  there  the 
Pawnee  and  Sonoma;  had  been  busy  shelling  some  light  batteries 
ashore  and  even  landed  some  men.  but  not  enough  to  take  them.  They 
had  covered  a  thousand  troops  a  few  days  since  who,  on  feeling  the 
batteries,  fell  back  promptly  and  embarked. 

February  5. — About  8  left  Edisto  for  Stono.  Reached  there  about 
noon;  found  all  very  quiet.  Left  about  2  p.  m.  When  off  North 
Edisto,  fell  in  with  General  Foster,  who  stopped  and  sent  his  aid  on 
board,  too  lame  to  come  himself,  so  I  went  to  see  him  and  confer  about 
operations.  Agreed  generally  on  two  or  three  measures  to  be  matured 
when  we  meet  again  in  a  few  days.  Reached  Port  Royal  about  10 
at  night.  General  Foster  told  me  that  Sherman  was  near  Rivers 
Bridge  on  the  2d  and  that  bridge  had  been  carried  by  Blairs’  corps 
with  little  loss,  which  secured  an  easy  passage  of  the  Combahee.  lie 
was  delayed,  however,  by  his  left  wing,  which  had  not  then  cut  loose 
from  the  Savannah  River. 

February  6. — The  Arago  announced.  Brings  an  unexpected  pas¬ 
senger,  Major-General  Gillmore.  He  is  to  take  command  in  place  of 
General  Foster,  whose  wound  (an  old  one)  requires  attention  north. 

February  8. — Underway  early;  got  into  the  Coosaw  and  down  to  the 
gunboats;  found  them  at  the  mouth  of  the  Combahee;  had  done  noth¬ 
ing  but  send  boats  up.  Had  heard  nothing  of  the  army.  All  of  the 
Dai  Ghing  above  water  was  her  pipe. 

February  8. — Told  Captain  Stillwell  to  limit  himself  to  feeling  with 
scouts,  crawling  the  gunboats  up  slowly,  and  not  far,  if  at  all. 
Steamed  up  about  10,  and  when  near  the  entrance  of  Brick[yard] 
Creek  pilot  got  us  aground.  Remained  on  the  shoal  till  4  p.  m.5  then 
got  off  and  steamed  through  the  creek;  stopped  at  Beaufort  to  enquire 
for  news  of  Sherman;  got  none;  went  on  and  reached  Port  Royal 
about  7 : 30  in  the  evening. 

February  9. — Shenandoah  brought  important  dispatches.  Wanted 
two  monitors  to  demonstrate  in  Stono.  Ordered  the  Wando  to  go  to 
Charleston  with  orders  for  the  Lehigh  to  go  to  Stono.  He  left  at 
11:30  a.  m.  Orders  for  the  Mahopae  and  Passaic  to  be  ready  (under 
repairs).  Fleet  engineer  reports  that  they  will  be  ready  to-morrow. 
Detailed  Shenandoah  and  Juniata  to  tow  them.  Sent  Iris  to  order 
Pawnee  into  Stono. 

February  10. — Started  the  Passaic,  towed  by  the  Juniata ,  and  had 
Mahopae  ready.  Before  going,  sent  fleet  captain  to  see  General 
Foster  and  know  if  anything  more  was  needed.  Ho  came  back,  and, 
to  my  surprise,  said  General  Foster  told  him  that  the  Stono  must  be 
over  and  the  troops  must  be  going  to  Bull’s  Bay  by  this  time.  Also, 
that  General  Gillmore  had  taken  command.  How  vexatious!  If  Gen¬ 
eral  Gillmore  had  left  a  note  with  Captain  Reynolds,  saying  what  he 
designed  to  do,  it  would  have  been  easy  enough.  The  Juniata  had 
got  out,  so  1  had  to  send  after  her  and  order  in  the  Passaic — she  to 
Bull’s  Bay.  Went  over  to  Hilton  Head  to  say  good-bye  to  General 
Foster.  Steamed  out  and  met  the  Passaic  coming  in  by  herself  very 
nicely,  and,  no  doubt,  astonished  at  the  change.  About  9  o’clock,  off 
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North  Edisto,  managed  to  find  the  entering  buoy  and  picked  the  wa}r 
in.  Found  the  Pawnee  below  with  the  St.  Louis ,  ready,  as  ordered, 
to  go  out.  Had  been  pounding  some  field  batteries;  shut  them  up, 
but  were  hit  often.  Rebels  very  thin  and  weak.  One  thousand  men 
would  scatter  their  outer  lines  here. 

February  11. — Underway  early  and  steamed  round  into  Stono;  got 
in  about  8  a.  m.  Sent  fleet  captain  to  see  the  commanding  general, 
whoever  he  was.  Reported  very  active  yesterday.  The  Lehigh  got 
here  about  8  o’clock  yesterday,  and  the  troops  being  pushed  forward 
on  Schimmelfennig’s  ground  of  last  summer,  drove  out  the  rebels 
from  some  rifle  pits,  the  Lehigh ,  Wissahicko-n ,  and  a  mortar  schooner 
covering  them  with  a  cannonade,  while  the  McDonough ,  round  in 
Folly  River,  with  a  mortar  schooner,  blazed  away  at  Secessionville. 
The  whole  affair  was  spirited,  and  the  rebels  hurried  up  reinforce¬ 
ments,  not  knowing  what  was  to  come  next.  Steamed  up  the  Stono 
to  the  Lehigh  in  advance,  and  anchored  about  where  our  men 
embarked  last  summer  on  leaving.  The  captains  came  on  board. 
Talked  over  matters,  and  then  steamed  down  the  Stono  toward  the 
landing.  Tug  announced  with'a  general’s  flag.  Presently  came  a  gig 
alongside,  with  General  Gillmore,  General  Potter,  an  aid  (Gray),  and 
my  fleet  captain.  The  gangway  was  manned  as  usual;  Gillmore  came 
over  the  side.  1  told  him  I  had  only  just  received  the  formal  notice 
of  his  taking  command.  Then  he  introduced  the  Bull’s  Bay  demon¬ 
stration.  Afterwards  I  asked  him  to  make  a  minute  of  what  he 
desired,  which  he  did  and  then  took  leave.  As  the  landing  was  to 
take  place  to-morrow,  I  left  Stono.  Meanwhile  the  Pawnee,  Sonoma, 
Olta/wa,  Winona  had  collected  outside,  and  when  I  got  out  they  fol¬ 
lowed.  It  was  past  3  when  I  got  off  the  bar  and  the  order  of  to-morrow 
was  soon  made  known.  Then  I  went  to  collect  boats  and  boat  guns. 
It  was  8  o’clock  when  I  steamed  out.  All  the  outside  vessels  were 
gone.  So  off  for  Bull’s  Bay,  too. 

February  12. — Off  Bull’s  Bay  by  1:30  a.  m.  among  the  gunboats. 
No  troops  here  yet.  About  5  they  came  along,  and  as  soon  as  we 
could  see  I  steamed  in.  Anchored  inside  about  7:15,  and  General 
Potter  came  aboard  about  8  o’clock;  then  Captain  Stanly  and  Captain 
Balch,  the  two  commanders  of  division.  I  introduced  them,  and 
the  general  concluded  it  best  to  begin  with  a  reconnoissance.  So  he 
started  for  one  direction  with  Balch;  and  Captain  Stanly,  with  the  gen¬ 
eral’s  engineer  officer,  started  another  way.  This  was  so  well  managed 
that  by  10  o’clock  these  parties  were  aground  some  miles  up  the  bay, 
on  the  extensive  flats.  Nice  business.  All  depended  on  getting 
ashore  quickly,  before  the  rebels  could  get  to  the  spot.  But  the  army 
came  without  any  guide,  and  no  one  knew  where  the  troops  were  to 
land  or  how  to  get  there  through  the  tangled  navigation.  So  I  con¬ 
cluded  to  steamout  and  whip  in  more  boats;  very  many  were  in.  and 
all  afloat,  ready  for  the  Avork,  Steaming  out,  I  met  an  army  tug 
coming  in,  which  stopped  to  speak;  had  an  aid  of  General  Gillmore’s 
with  a  cipher  dispatch  from  General  Sherman  to  General  Gillmore, 
Avho  could  not  read  it,  and  sent  it  to  me.  I  concluded  it  to  be  best  to 
go  to  Hilton  Head  and  be  in  immediate  communication  with  General 
Gillmore,  in  case  the  dispatch  required  it.  Arrived  at  Port  Royal  at 
9  p.  m.;  General  Gillmore  not  here,  had  gone  to  Savannah. 

February  13. — Heard  that  General  Gillmore  was  back.  Sent  the 
fleet  captain  ashore  with  key  to  cipher,  Confidential  to  Gillmore,  no 
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leave  to  go  farther.  Soon  had  a  request  to  call  in  an  expert;  left  the 
responsibility  to  General  Gillmore.  About  7  in  the  evening  Captain 
Bradford  returned  with  tidings  that  all  the  efforts  to  read  the  cipher 
had  been  unavailing.  Forwarded  it  in  a  dispatch  to  Navy  Department 
by  steamer  leaving  at  midnight. 

February  Up.  —  Word  from  General  Gillmore  that  the  cipher  had 
been  read,  and  that  he  would  send  off  his  operator  to  decipher  my 
letters.  So  he  came  off  about  noon  and  unriddled  the  riddle.  The 
purport  of  both  the  dispatches,  mine  and  General  Gillmore’s,  was  that 
General  Sherman  was  at  Midway,  on  the  [South  Carolina]  Railroad, 
February  7,  between  Augusta  and  Branchville,  but  near  the  latter; 
would  break  up  50  miles  of  railroad  toward  Augusta,  [Ga.]  Slocum 
was  not  up  yet.  The  roads  were  so  bad  from  freshets  that  General 
Sherman  thought  he  might  have  to  turn  upon  Charleston.  The  rebels 
retreated  before  him.  He  wanted  us  to  move  up  the  Edisto.  So  it 
seems  there  is  a  gap  of  50  miles  between  the  two  wings  of  Sherman’s 
army. 

This  unexpected  move  of  Sherman  bothers  me. 

February  15. — Got  off  to  Charleston  about  9.  Anchored  about  10 
p.  m.  All  quiet  save  a  blockade  runner  ( Celt )  got  ashore  coming  out, 
and  was  destroyed;  business  not  so  easy;  six  or  seven  men  came  from 
her  to  us  in  a  boat,  most  of  them  deserters,  the  rest  went  ashore, 
except  her  first  mate,  Mamere. 

February  16. — Having  received  information  that  affairs  here  were 
undisturbed,  and  having  received  the  men  escaped  from  the  blockade 
runner  Celt ,  I  left  Charleston  Bar  about  9  o’clock.  I  got  to  Bull’s 
Bay  after  noon.  General  Potter  had  been  figuring  about,  without 
being  able  to  land.  The  rebels,  too,  had  some  works  ready  for  us. 
The  Ottawa  had  contrived  to  work  up  to  a  mile  and  a  half  of  these 
works,  and  that  was  all.  General  Schimmelfennig  sent  me,  before 
leaving  Charleston  this  morning,  the  rebel  telegram,  from  which  it 
appears  that  the  rebels  at  Charleston  did  not  know  of  our  coming  in 
until  noon  of  Sunday,  and  the  deserters  say  they  had  only  pickets  at 
the  landing,  and  had  to  bring  troops  from  Adams  Run,  who  passed 
through  Charleston  on  Sunday  afternoon.  Anchored  off  Stono 
about  10. 

February  17. — At  daylight  steamed  in.  Rumors  flying  that  Charles¬ 
ton  had  been  evacuated.  About  10  telegram  from  Morris  Island  that 
General  Schimmelfennig  had  started  for  this;  thinks  an  evacuation 
indicated  and  will  move  on  Stono.  Asks  for  more  monitors.  I  send 
an  order  for  Nahant  with  pilot  by  a  tug.  About  3  I  steamed  up  the 
Folly  River  and  into  the  branch  leading  toward  Secession vi lie,  where 
is  one  battery  on  Cole’s  Island  and  the  mortar  schooner.  1  he  general 
(Schimmelfennig)  there;  he  came  off;  seems  confident  of  the  rebels 
evacuating  and  will  feel  them  strongly  to-night  on  James  Island. 
Wants  the  vessel  to  cover  his  right  flank  by  the  Folly  Branch  [River] 
and  his  left  by  the  Stono.  Ordered.  Sent  a  dispatch  overland  to 
Scott,  directing  him  to  look  out  for  the  rebel  move  and  open  the  naval 
battery  on  Morris  Island;  also  to  let  the  advance  monitor  feel  Moultrie. 

The' wind  (S.  S.  W.)  that  had  been  moderate  began  to  blow  violently 
and  suddenly  so  that  I  could  not  go  out,  the  tide  falling  and  low  made 
the  bar  impassable;  so  1  had  to  remain  here.  Guns  of  our  batteries 
on  Morris  Island  loud  and  frequent. 

February  18. — Beautiful  day,  with  a  gentle  breeze,  and  spring  like. 
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Sent  the  Iris  up  the  Folly  Branch  to  hear  if  there  was  any  news;  10 
o’clock  and  no  news.  At  10:45  not  a  telegram  from  Captain  Scott 
saying  there  was  every  appearance  that  the  rebels  had  left  Sullivan’s 
Island.  By  1  p.  m.  reached  the  bar  and  passed  in;  everything  looking 
as  usual;  could  not  see  our  flag,  but  the  monitors  looked  higher  up. 
It  was  nearly  2  o’clock  when  I  got  up  to  Moultrie.  I  he  monitors 
crowding  around  the  entrance,  but  that  was  all.  Heard  that  two  tugs 
were  up  and  some  soldiers  were  in  town.  Now  came  the  getting  in. 

I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  do  so,  torpedoes  or  not.  The  mate  of  a 
blockade  runner  volunteered,  so  I  said  go  on.  Bradford  got  quite 
excited;  thought  the  pilot  going  wrong.  Some  of  the  captains,  too, 
did  not  feel  sure.  Well,  we  went  on,  but  differently  from  what  1  sup¬ 
posed.  Gazed  at  the  great  batteries;  how  they  stare  from  every  direc¬ 
tion.  Presently  we  are  off  the  city,  so  long  looked  at  from  a  distance. 
Then  the  steamer  enters  Cooper  River  and  anchors  off  some  wharf. 

1  step  into  my  barge  with  a  crowd  of  captains,  Bradford,  Scott,  Bar¬ 
rett,  Belknap,  Weaver,  and  many  minor  luminaries  of  the  staff.  We 
saunter  along  some  street  that  leads  to  M[azyck(?)]  street  to  the  arse¬ 
nal,  thence  turning  down  King  street  to  the  boats  and  aboard.  It 
seems  that  the  rebels  left  Sullivan’s  Island  about  8  o’clock  last  night, 
except  a  small  party  of  150,  left  to  reply  to  our  heavy  fire  from  Cum- 
ming’s  Point,  which  went  off  about  2  o’clock.  In  tlie  morning  there 
was  an  unusual  degree  of  quiet  that  attracted  attention.  Master  Gif¬ 
ford,  chief  scout,  first  got  ashore  at  Sumter,  then  on  Sullivan’s  Island. 
He  then  pulled  up  to  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  received  a  surrender 
from  the  mayor  of  Mount  Pleasant,  written  in  pencil  on  the  back  of  a 
pocket  map  found  in  Sumter,  for  want  of  other  materials.  Then  Gif¬ 
ford  pulled  up  to  Castle  Pinckney,  where  he  was  still  first.  But  when 
he  got  to  the  city  a  few  soldiers  had  just  landed.  Of  course  it  was 
not  long  before  the  truth  was  known  that  the  rebels  had  run  off. 
After  dark  comes  an  aid,  then  another,  from  General  Schimmelfennig, 
who  hears  that  the  rebels  think  of  coming  back  and  is  alarmed,  having 
but  few  men  in  the  town  and  they  drunk;  can  I  lend  a  steamer  to  get  a 
few  hundred  men  from  James  Island?  Certainly. 

February  %5. — About  6  a.  m.  a  dispatch  from  General  S[chimmel- 
fennig]  was  announced.  The  general  is  about  to  send  a  detachment 
along  the  Cooper  River  and  asks  for  two  gunboats.  Ordered  the 
Chenango  and  Sonoma.  Then  he  would  send  troops  to  aid  at  George¬ 
town  and  to  be  under  the  navy  officer.  Turns  out  to  be  only  300  men, 
and  they  black.  I  have  350  marines  and  about  150  seamen  all  ready 
there  with  orders  to  take  the  fort.  However,  every  little  helps;  give 
Stanly  the  command.  He  is  to  land  in  the  Santee,  march  12  miles, 
which  brings  him  on  the  rear  of  the  work.  Vessels  to  draw  fire  in  the 
front.  Stanly  had  started  when  tug  arrives  from  Georgetown.  The 
rebels  had  evacuated  yesterday  and  the  vessels  are  in  possession. 
Deserters  say  that  Sherman  is  only  12  miles  off. 

February  ^6. — About  8,  off  Georgetown.  Passed  on  up  the  bay 
[Winyah].  It  is  a  great  bay  or  river  from  the  entrance  to  George¬ 
town  ll|  sea  miles,  where  the  Pedee,  Waccamaw,  Sampit,  and  other 
rivers  flow  in.  About  8i  miles  up  is  Battery  White,  a  regular  and 
very  strong  work,  reported  to  mount  15  guns,  of  which  2  are  X-inch 
columbiads.  This  had  often  been  represented  as  a  small  affair,  easily 
taken,  and  one  deserter  said  he  could  take  it  with  a  boat’s  crew.  It  is 
doubtful  whether  a  strong  naval  force  could  have  taken  it  without  an 
ironclad  and  a  land  force  in  reverse.  Noon  before  I  reached  the  town 
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cind^  anchoied  in  the  Sampit  close  to  the  IMvngoe.  Tlie  town  being 
held  by  four  companies  of  marines. 

February  27— A  deserter  came  in  with  news  that  a  rebel  steam¬ 
boat  was  up  the  Waccamaw  with  ammunition,  etc.,  on  board.  Sent 
the  Mingoe  up  the  river  and  sent  down  for  the  Pawnee.  Went  up 
off  the  town  myself  to  support  the  marines.  Issued  my  order  regu¬ 
lating  the  town. 

February  28.— Pawnee  came  up  to  take  my  place;  1  steamed  down 
to  the  fort.  Made  the  marine  officer  an  acting  major.  Went  ashore 
to  look  at  the  Battery  White.  A  very  formidable  work,  consisting  of 
several  detached  batteries.  In  the  rear  was  an  intrenched  line,  with 
high  rampart  and  ditch,  extending  300  yards  across  the  only  practica¬ 
ble  ground  in  the  rear,  and  completely  controlling  the  roads  to  the 
fort  from  the  Santee  and  Georgetown,  and  between  these  places  the 
dense  wood  being  cleared. away,  so  as  to  give  no  cover.  A  24-pounder 
was  mounted  near  each  extreme  of  this  intrenchment.  The  magazine 
was  proof.  This  line  might  be  a  thousand  yards  from  the  watpr  bat¬ 
tery  and  the  space  occupied  by  all  about  100  acres.  This  was  dotted 
with  the  most  superb  live  oaks  and  the  soil  was  firm  and  dry.  Admira¬ 
bly  contrived  huts  were  grouped  all  around  near  the  batteries,  capable 
of  holding'  a  considerable  force,  and  ranges  of  stalls  for  horses  were 
also  provided.  Nothing  was  used  in  the  construction  but  the  material 
at  hand;  straight,  slender  pines  formed  the  sides  and  roofs,  the  inter¬ 
stices  filled  in  with  earth,  making  a  dry,  warm  habitation,  with  chim¬ 
neys  made  of  impromptu  brick  and  dried  clay.  The  whole  site  would 
have  held  a  couple  of  thousand  men  easily,  and  our  50  marines  were 
hardly  noticeable.  The  whole  position  was  so  strong  that,  if  defended 
by  the  500  men  said  to  have  been  there,  we  should  have  found  it  a 
tough  business,  even  with  the  force  I  proposed  in  the  fall,  and  it  is 
doubtful  if  we  could  have  forced  the  rear  line.  So  much  for  the 
ridiculous  talk  of  those  who  would  take  it  with  a  gunboat  and  a  boat’s 
crew. 

Wednesday.  March,  1. — A  dull  looking  morning,  with  the  usual 
leaden-colored  N.  E.  sky.  A  little  after  7  the  Harvest  Moon  was  under¬ 
way  to  go  down  the  harbor,  and  then  for  Charleston.  I  had  dressed 
as  usual,  and  just  concluded.  Suddenly,  without  warning,  came  a 
crashing  sound,  a  heavy  shock,  the  partition  between  the  cabin  and 
wardroom  was  shattered  and  driven  in  toward  me,  while  all  loose 
articles  in  the  cabin  flew  in  different  directions.  A  torpedo  had  been 
struck  by  the  poor  old  Harvest  Moon ,  and  she  was  sinking.  The 
water  was  coming  in  rapidly  through  a  great  gap  in  the  bottom.  The 
main  deck  had  also  been  blown  through.  There  was  no  help  for  it,  so 
we  prepared  to  leave  the  vessel.  The  tug  that  was  following  astern 
waited  to  be  called  alongside,  and  with  much  expedition  baggage  was 
transferred  to  her.  Steamed  down  to  the  Nipsic  several  miles  below 
and  got  on  board. 

March  2. — A  steamboat  came  from  Charleston  with  Colonel  Philip 
P.  Brown,  jr. ,  and  300  of  the  New  York  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh. 

I  directed  the  town  and  post  ashore  to  be  turned  over  to  him. 

March  3. — Got  out  to  sea;  ran  down  for  Charleston.  Near  the  light¬ 
ship  by  9  o’clock;  too  dark  to  put  the  Nipsids  draft  across;  anchored. 

March  Jf,. — Crossed  the  bar  about  11.  Gillmore  went  in  early. 
Steamed  up  to  the  Philadelphia. 

March  11. — Got  on  board  and  heard  that  the  Jonquil  had  nearly  been 
blown  up  by  a  torpedo.  She  recovered  four.  This  was  in  the  Ashley. 
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March  13.— In  the  afternoon  I  went  to  look  at  Sumter  and  Moultrie. 

I  found  that  no  account  received  gave  me  a  proper  idea  of  Sumter. 
The  area  is  level  and  clear  of  rubbish  of  the  walls.  The  ruins,  that 
shapeless  mass,  is  limited  to  the  walls.  The  material  pulverized  and 
thrown  down  in  slopes  from  the  walls  inside  and  outside  on  the  faces 
toward  our  guns.  But  I  could  not  discern  that  impregnability  to 
assault  which"  renders  it  certain  death  to  get  inside,  as  was  pretended. 
The  galleries  were  loopholed  so  as  to  permit  a  musketry  fire,  but 
they  &could  have  been  stuffed  easily  while  a  shell  down  the  chimney 
would  have  cleared  the  galleries.  From  Sumter  I  went  to  Sullivan’s 
Island,  and  wandered  over  its  maze  of  heavy  works. 

March  16. — At  11  the  remains  of  Bradford,  of  the  marines,  were 
transferred  from  the  potter’s  field  and  restored  to  Magnolia  Cemetery. 
The  commanding  general  (Hatch)  was  present  with  officers  of  the 
Army  and  Navy;  also  Dr.  Mackay’s  family,  a  detachment  of  United 
States  infantry,  seamen  from  the  ships,  and  100  marines.  Service 
was  performed  at  St.  Paul’s  by  Mr.  Blake,  chaplain  of  the  squadron. 

March  17. — In  the  afternoon  I  went  to  see  the  arsenal,  a  very  com¬ 
plete  place  of  arms,  exhibiting  the  means  and  manner  of  the  best  work. 

March  21h — Went  around  into  the  Ashley  and  saw  three  torpedo 
boats;  wanted  repair;  also  one  big  fellow,  150  feet  long,  to  hold  250 
bales  of  cotton;  machinery  complete,  and  only  wanting  being  put 
together. 

March  25. — Went  in  tug  along  the  Cooper  to  look  at  torpedoes  and 
saw  at  one  wharf  some  30  of  the  cast-iron  torpedoes  for  frames. 
Higher  up  three  torpedo  boats;  one  new  and  nearly  completed. 
Divers  at  work  trying  to  raise  the  sunken  torpedo  boats  that  were  in 
service.  Looked  at  the  sunken  wreck  of  the  rebel  ironclad;  top  of 
casemate  above  water  at  low  tide;  its  length  about  85  to  90  feet;  said 
to  be  the  Chicora.  Below  her  a  slight  break  on  the  surface  of  the 
water  is  said  to  mark  the  place  of  the  Charleston  and  the  Palmetto 
State. 

March  26. — I  went  in  tug  and  visited  the  new  rebel  ironclad  Colum¬ 
bia.  She  had  caught  on  a  bank,  as  reported,  coming  out  of  dock, 
lodged  and  broke  her  back.  She  is  a  remarkably  fine,  powerful  vessel, 
mounting  six  guns,  6-inch  plating  on  casemate,  with  a  new  double 
engine,  a  really  formidable  customer,  and  very  strongly  built,  with 
great  capacity  as  a  ram.  She  would  have  stood  a  good  fight  with  one 
of  our  ironclads.  She  was  injured  about  two  weeks  before  the  evacua¬ 
tion;  had  her  guns  in  at  the  time.  They  were  taken  out,  and  began 
also  to  strip  off  the  plating  for  another  vessel.  Near  the  dry  dock 
was  the  remnant  of  another  ironclad,  just  ready  to  be  plated.  She 
had  been  fired  and  well  used  up.  Strange  no  effort  was  made  to  destroy 
the  Columbia.  The  last  ironclad  had  not  been  launched,  and  was  on 
the  ways  at  the  navy  yard.  The  rebels  fired  on  Saturday,  at  1  in  the 
morning.  In  the  course  of  the  day  she  quietly  slipped  off  the  wa}rs 
and  deposited  her  remains  in  the  water,  where  they  now  are.  This 
accounts  for  the  whole  six — three  in  service,  Charleston ,  Chicora ,  and 
Palmetto;-  Columbia  just  ready;  one  launched  and  ready  for  engine 
and  plates;  one  ready  to  launch.  Saw  several  torpedo  boats  along  the 
Cooper  River.  Went  to  see  a  new  fort,  nearly  finished  by  the  rebels, 
to  command  the  Wando. 

March  31. — I  went  down  in  the  Wando  and  reached  inside  of  bar 
just  as  the  Santiago  crossed.  Then  went  on  board  and  found  Fox, 
but  not  the  Secretary.  There  was  also  Mr.  Forbes. 
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April  1. — Brought  the  gentlemen  on  board.  At  7  took  an  early 
breakfast  and  started  to  look  at  the  ironclad  ram  Columbia.  Fox 
thought  it  worth  while  to  try  and  float  her. 

April  lit. — The  Santiago  came  in  about  9  with  Mr.  Fox  and  his  party. 
Our  vessels  were  not  to  flag  nor  tire  until  the  flag  was  hoisted  on  Sum¬ 
ter,  but  the  surrender  of  Lee  must  be  noticed,  and  I  ordered  the  ves¬ 
sels  to  flag  at  8  o’clock  and  tire  twenty-one  guns.  I  went  on  board  the 
Santiago  and  we  steamed  down  to  Sumter,  the  steamers  gathering  in 
thickly.  With  me  were  Mr.  Fox  and  ladies  and  a  crowd  of  naval  officers. 
The  reception  was  tremendous;  large  detachments  of  marines  and  in¬ 
fantry  on  the  wharf  and  in  on  the  wall  and  in  the  fort.  After  a  while 
all  were  seated;  first  prayer  and  then  a  patriotic  song;  then  [General] 
Anderson  ran  up  the  flag,  old,  stained,  and  torn;  great  cheering;  then 
Mr.  Beecher;  not  too  long,  and  moderate,  seemingly  acceptable;  then 
prayer,  etc.,  and  we  broke  up,  chatted,  got  into  boats,  and  got  back. 
Then  we  steamed  up  in  the  Santiago  to  the  city;  the  little  squadron 
did  the  same,  with  all  their  flags  looking  gaily.  Then  the  sunset  salute. 

April  19. — Soon  after  breakfast  the  Anna  Maria ,  an  army  trans¬ 
port,  was  reported  coming-  up.  Nearing  my  flagship  it  was  noticed 
that  her  ensign  was  half-mast.  Very  soon  she  was  close  astern 
of  the  Philadelphia  and  hailed,  but  was  not  heard  distinctly,  sound¬ 
ing  like  “Assassination;”  “The  President;”  “Mr.  Seward.”  In  few 
minutes  she  reached  the  wharf  and  a  boat  brought  my  secretary  on 
board.  lie  came  into  my  cabin  and  said  he  left  New  York  on  the  15th. 
The  President  had  been  shot  at  the  theater  and  was  dead;  Mr.  Seward 
wounded  very  badly.  1  immediately  ordered  the  flags  of  the  squadron 
half-mast  and  tired  twenty-one  minute  guns  from  each. 

April  26. — Got  the  Department’s  order  for  mourning  for  the 
President. 

April  27. — About  noon  the  steamer  Emma  arrived  with  dispatch  in 
cipher  from  General  Sherman.  I  read  it  this  time.  Says  that  Davis 
and  his  Cabinet  will  try  to  escape  from  Florida  to  Cuba.  So  I  made 
up  a  squadron  of  nine  steamers  to  head  him  off. 

May  1. — News  from  Hilton  Head;  Sherman  was  there.  Johnston 
has  surrendered  to  him,  and  the  army  salutes  from  Moultrie,  Sumter, 
and  Ripley. 

May  ^.—Having  official  news  from  General  Gillmore  that  Johnston 
had  surrendered,  1  fixed  on  to-day  for  a  congratulatory  flourish.  At 
sunrise  flags  at  mastheads. 

May  3. — About  10  the  Russia  came  in  with  General  Sherman.  His 
flag  is  a  jack  with  “  S”  in  it.  Went  on  board. 

May  22  —  About  10  the  new  acquisition,  the  rebel  ram  Columbia , 
cast  off  from  the  wharf  and  with  steam  up  and  anchored.  About  5 
up  anchor  with  the  first  of  the  ebb  and  steamed  down  the  harbor.  1 
got  on  board  and  went  as  far  as  Sumter,  ohe  passed  on  and  anchored 
in  the  roads  near  the  bar.  She  seemed  to  make  about  4  knots  with 
32  turns,  and  can  make  JO;  Vanderbilt  just  up  from  Port  Royal  and 
waiting  for  her. 

May  23. — The  ram  crossed  the  bar  about  8  a.  m.  The  Vanderbilt 


took  her  in  tow. 

May  28. — Quite  early  the  Cimarron  in  the  outer  roads  announces 
the  Santiago  off  the  bar  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy’s  flag.  The 
tide  did  not  serve  until  10  o’clock,  when  the  Santiago  crossed  the  bar 
and  I  went  on  board.  Found  the  Secretary  and  wife  and  many  friends. 
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May  31. — The  Secretary  left,  the  Santiago  steaming  out  to  sea  for 
the  north. 

June  3.-  -The  Passaic  left,  in  tow  of  the  Calypso.  A  steady  worker 
for  two  and  one  half  years,  and  the  first  monitor  in  commission  after 

the  Monitor. 

June  17. — At  last,  all  things  being  ready,  I  left  the  old  Philadelphia. 
About  3:30  p.  m.  I  crossed  the  gangway  of  the  Pawnee  and  established 
myself  in  the  cabin.  The  ship  steamed  out  with  two  little  companions, 
Iris  and  Geranium  (4  o’clock).  And  so  ends  a  command  of  two  years 
of  one  of  the  largest  fleets  ever  assembled  under  American  colors — 
as  many  as  96  at  one  time. 


Reports  and  correspondence  relating  to  obstructions  and  defenses  of 

Charleston  Harbor.  * 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlg-ren. 

No.  102.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  March  11,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  Department’s  directions  in  regard  to  the 
obstructions  in  Charleston  Harbor,  and  have  several  persons  at  work 
to  remove  such  as  existed  at  the  time  of  our  entrance.  Among  them 
is  Mr.  Gray,  who,  in  his  correspondence,  is  styled  “Captain  in  charge 
of  torpedoes.”  He  was  arrested,  however,  in  August,  for  some 
offense;  he  says,  because  he  put  down  empty  torpedoes,  and  in  other 
ways  endeavored  to  render  his  work  valueless;  others  have  said  that 
it  was  on  account  of  some  speculation. 

His  successor  was  Captain  Simons,  who  remained  with  the  rebels. 
The  person  in  charge  of  the  obstructions  was  a  Captain  Matthews. 
There  are  two  persons,  Wood  and  Thompson,  now  here,  that  worked 
under  Simons,  and  are  also  employed  in  pointing  out  and  removing 
torpedoes. 

The  only  obstructions  appear  to  be  those  which  extended  from 
Sumter  to  Sullivan’s  Island.  They  were  of  rope,  and  were  cut  away 
after  our  arrival  by  the  parties  I  sent  for  the  purpose. 

These  consisted  of  a  series  of  independent  sections,  each  of  which 
was  formed  thus:  A  stout  piece  of  shroud  laid  stuff  was  anchored  by 
one  end  by  a  sort  of  grapnel  made  for  the  purpose,  and  the  upper  part 
floated  by  stout  blocks,  weighing  200  to  400  pounds,  of  wood,  the 
length  floated  being  about  50  feet;  from  these  depended  20  lengths  of 
3  to  5  inch  rope  thus: 


*  Maps  and  plans  of  the  fortifications  are  omitted.  They  have  been  published  in 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  1865.  A  map  of  Charleston 
Harbor,  showing  location  of  obstructions,  defenses,  etc.,  is  reproduced  in  series  1, 
volume  15.— Compilers. 
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There  were  two  lines  of  these,  the  lines  being  50  feet  apart,  and 
each  piece  50  feet  apart  in  the  line 

*  *  *  *  *  -X-  *  -X-  -X-  -X-  -X-  *  -X-  *  X 

*  *  *  *  *  *  -X-  *  *  *  *  *  -X-  -X- 

In  a  line  near  to  these  were  placed  torpedoes. 

Wood  and  Thompson  say  they  put  down  16  after  Gray  was  arrested, 
on  this  line,  but  only  two  were  found. 

Gray  represents  that  there  are  four  boiler  torpedoes  in  the  channel, 
and  that  he  has  underrun  the  cable  of  one  containing  2,000  pounds  of 
powder;  the  other,  2,500  to  3,000  pounds.  They  will  all  be  raised  as 
soon  as  the  divers  arrive. 

They  represent  that  the  rebels  considered  the  rope  obstructions  as 
better  than  those  of  railroad  iron,  and  perfectly  effective  in  connection 
with  the  torpedoes. 

He  says  that  the  ropes  were  closely  watched,  and  always  renewed  of 
a  night  when  a  loss  was  discovered. 

As  many  as  160  torpedoes  were  down  in  May  last. 

The  small  number  of  torpedoes  found  is  probably  due  to  the  fact 
that  they  were  easily  put  down,  and  that  they  were  put  down  always 
previous  to  an  expected  attack,  because  keeping  them  in  the  water  was 
injurious  to  the  powder  and  there  was  a  steady  loss  from  being  washed 
awTay. 

This  is  sustained  by  the  fact  that  a  number  were  found  on  the  wharf 
at  Hazel  street  ready  for  use,  and  that  a  large  number  were  destroyed 
in  the  explosion  of  ordnance  stores  the  morning  the  rebels  left.  They 
were  found  lying  in  lots  on  wharves  about  Savannah  also. 

Chains  were  also  stretched  across  and  floated  near  the  rope  obstruc¬ 
tions. 

I  regret  much  that  these  were  removed,  soon  after  we  entered,  by 
tugs  and  men  sent  for  the  purpose,  while  I  was  too  closely  occupied  to 
give  any  personal  attention  to  the  matter,  and  of  course  before  1  had 
received  any  instructions  from  the  Department, 

Most  of  the  material  was  cut  adrift  and  gotten  rid  of;  the  rope,  I 
am  told,  for  fenders,  for  tugs,  swabs,  etc. 

I  have  received  samples,  however,  of  the  rope,  of  the  chains,  anchors, 
wire,  cables,  etc.,  which  will  be  sent  on  for  the  inspection  of  the 
Department. 

Drawings  and  sketches  will  be  made  up  as  well  as  possible  from  the 
accounts  of  those  who  removed  these  obstructions. 

These  must  have  acted  efficiently  and  have  become  entangled  in  the 
propellers  of  vessels,  while  the  wheels  of  paddle  steamers  would  scarcely 
have  touched  them,  and  thus  the  blockade  runners  experienced  no  risk. 

If  a  screw  were  once  fouled  with  these  devices,  the  vessel  deprived 
of  motive  power  must  have  been  detained  more  or  less  under  fire  by 
the  anchor  attached,  and  left  there  to  get  clear  as  well  as  she  could;  if 
the  others  passed  on,  the  action  of  the  floating  torpedoes  was  added  to 
this  risk;  and,  finally,  came  the  boiler  torpedoes,  placed  inside  along  the 
channel. 

The  batteries  are  quite  as  formidable  and  numerous  as  represented. 
And  as  the  vessels  would  pass  from  Sullivan’s  Island  to  [Fort]  Johnson 
they  would  have  been  enfiladed  at  each  end,  the  stern,  where  the  pro¬ 
peller  and  rudder  are  placed,  being  exposed  to  the  full  play  of  Sulli¬ 
van’s  Island. 
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I  see  no  reason  to  alter  my  opinion  as  to  the  entrance  of  this  harbor; 
it  could  only  have  been  effected  by  such  a  number  of  ironclads  as  might 
have  suffered  loss  or  damage  from  the  obstructions  and  torpedoes  and 
then  preserved  sufficient  to  engage  Johnson,  then  pass  on  to  the  city 
batteries,  then  get  out  as  well  as  they  could. 

But  they  could  not  have  reduced  the  batteries  unless  troops  could 
have  cooperated  and  assaulted  the  rear  as  the  ironclads  attacked  in 
front. 

I  judged  rightly  also  in  regard  to  the  value  of  Sumter.  If  we  had 
held  that,  then  no  obstructions  could  have  remained  in  the  channel,  and 
all  difficulty  of  foul  screws  avoided. 

As  long  as  the  rebels  field  it  they  could  obstruct  the  channel  in  any 
way  they  deemed  best. 

The  Jonquil  managed  to  grapple  a  nest  of  torpedoes  yesterday,  and 
was  nearly  blown  up  by  one  of  them  which  exploded  about  a  dozen 
feet  from  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Haffards,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Charleston  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  March  13 ,  1865. 

Sir:  In  regard  to  the  dragging  the  harbor  for  torpedoes  and  other 
obstructions,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 

On  the  23d,  24th,  and  25th  ultimo  I  was  engaged  in  that  duty  with 
the  tugs  Jonquil  and  Gladiolus  and  four  boats.  We  took  up  a  large 
number  of  buoys  fastened  to  a  7-inch  rope,  and  stretched  on  a  line  from 
Battery  Bee  to  Sumter,  anchored  with  heavy  graplings. 

Found  one  torpedo  close  to  the  wreck  of  the  Patapsco ,  took  it  up  and 
hauled  it  ashore  at  Fort  Moultrie,  and  emptied  the  powder  on  shore. 
Found  three  boiler  torpedoes,  with  wires  leading  to  the  shore  at  Bat¬ 
tery  Bee,  supposed  to  be  set  off  by  galvanic  battery;  they  all  three 
remain  in  the  channel  at  present. 

We  dragged  the  main  Ship  Channel  from  the  dry  dock  to  the  wreck 
of  the  monitor  Patapsco. 

Very  respectfully, 


William  Haffards, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy,  Chief  of  Pilots. 


Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Gray, 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  March  18,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  condition  of  the  harbor 
and  tributary  channels,  having  reported  to  you  several  times  in  person 
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concerning  the  condition  of  the  obstructions  since  the  evacuation  of  the 
city  by  the  rebel  authorities. 

I  tendered  my  services  to  the  United  Statfs  Government  through 
you  on  the  18th  day  of  February  (immediately  after  the  occupation  of 
the  city  by  said  Government).  I  was  duly  accepted  and  proceeded  to 
work  on  the  19th  of  February.  From  said  date  up  to  the  23d  of  the 
same  month,  I  removed  all  the  obstructions,  consisting  of  220  different 
sections  of  live  floats  each,  50  feet  in  length,  running  clear  across  the 
channel  (in  two  lines)  between  Forts  Sumter  and  Moultrie.  On  the 
21st  1  removed  two  float  torpedoes  in  Ship  Channel  near  Fort  Sumter; 
to  the  26th  we  inspected  the  harbor  from  Castle  Pinckney  beyond  Fort 
Sumter,  but  failed  to  discover  anything,  with  the  exception  of  the  three 
large  tanks  that  explode  by  electricity  and  contained  at  the  lowest  cal¬ 
culation  from  2,000  to  3,000  pounds  of  small  cannon  powder.  They 
can  be  removed  at  any  time  by  employing  a  diving  bell  and  persons  to 
proceed  down  below  the  surface  of  the  water. 

These  tanks  obstruct  the  channel  between  Fort  Sumter  and  Middle 
Ground,  including  Battery  Bee.  The  wires  attached  to  these  torpedoes 
have  been  cut  since  the  5th  of  August,  1864,  but  no  one  was  aware  of 
this  fact  but  myself. 

On  the  27th,  28th,  and  29th  the  weather,  being  stormy,  deterred  me 
from  carrying  on  the  work.  From  March  1  to  the  3d  I  inspected  Cooper 
River  from  Pinckney  Island  to  Castle  Pinckney  (distance  3  miles).  On 
the  4th  I  inspected  the  Ashley  River  from  Savannah  depot  to  White 
Point  battery.  Found  one  frame  of  four  torpedoes;  my  vessel,  which 
was  a  small  boat,  would  not  permit  me  to  remove  them.  1  buoyed 
them  until  1  could  procure  the  aid  of  a  steam  tug.  I  rom  5th  to  6th  very 
disagreeable,  windy  weather;  could  not  operate.  On  the  7th  examined 
Pinckney  Island  channel;  found  one  burned  steamer  in  the  channel  350 
yards  from  Mount  Pleasant  wharf,  S.  by  E.  Her  machinery  being  2 
feet  under  at  low  tide,  being  a  dangerous  undertaking,  I  buoyed  it. 
Dragged  Ashley  River  on  the  8th;  found  one  frame  of  four  torpedoes; 
could  not  get  it  up,  and  buoyed  it  also.  On  9th  and  10th  weather  so 
bad  could  not  operate.  On  the  11th  proceeded  to  inspect  Ashley  River, 
and  discovered  one  frame  of  four,  which  I  buoyed.  On  the  4th  ot  March 
was  compelled  to  drag  them  to  the  shore,  having  no  other  means  to  per¬ 
form  the  work  only  with  steam  tug  Jonquil.  One  of  them  struck  the 
bottom  of  the  river  and  exploded  some  15  feet  on  the  larboard  side, 
slightly  wounding  three  men  (working  hands),  throwing  four  others 
overboard.  They  received  no  injury,  and  were  recovered.  On  the  12th, 
in  same  locality,  discovered  one  frame  of  four  more,  and  saved  the  tor¬ 
pedoes.  Same  date  I  cut  eight  torpedoes  from  two  frames  in  same 
place  and  sunk  them  in  6  fathoms  water.  On  14th  1  inspected  m  front 
of  Castle  Pinckey  and  to  Fort  Ripley,  and  found  nothing  of  interest. 
On  15th  weather  bad,  wind  S.  E.,  rainy  all  day;  went  up  to  Wadmelaw 
River  On  16th  dragged  at  different  points  in  Wadmelaw  River  and 
discovered  no  torpedoes;  weather  rainy,  wind  E.  S.  E.  On  17th  exam¬ 
ined  off  Cat  Island,  Wando  River;  found  four  float  torpedoes  moored 
with  chain;  could  not  raise  them  with  safety,  fearing  the  loss  ot  life; 
bored  into  them  to  wet  the  powder  and  sink  them.  Same  date  found 
two  torpedoes  near  the  mouth  of  Wando  River.  On  18th  raised  the 
wires  from  Battery  Bee  to  torpedoes  in  Ship  Channel;  found  one  float 
torpedo,  west  from  Battery  Bee  600  yards. 
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Charleston,  S.  C. ,  March  ft®,  1865. 

Sir:  In  addition  to  the  above  report,  I  will  briefly  add  that  on  account 
of  many  exertions  of  mine  to  gain  Morris  Island,  and  being1  discovered, 
I  suffered  intensely  in  prison.  On  one  or  two  occasions  I  made  attempts 
to  establish  a  footing  on  Union  land,  but  invariably  failed.  My  sym¬ 
pathy  and  aid  for  many  prisoners  confined  in  prison  can  be  established, 
and  I  will  be  more  than  happy  to  discharge  my  duties  for  the  benefit 
of  the  United  States  Government. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


M. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


M.  Gray. 


Report  of  Chief  Engineer  Chassaing. 

Naval  Machine  Shop, 
Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  March  £9 ,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  earefullv  examined  all  the 
torpedo  boats  lying  on  the  banks  of  the  Cooper  and  Ashley  rivers,  and 
have  numbered  them  for  convenience  of  reference.  I  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report  of  the  condition  of  hulls  and  machinery  of  these  boats: 

No.  1.  Situated  at  foot  of  Northeastern  Railroad  wharf.  Hull  in 
pel  feet  condition;  not  entirely  decked  over  on  top,  and  no  steering 
apparatus  nor  rudder;  she  lies  dry  at  low  tide  and  floats  at  high  water! 
Ihe  boiler  is  complete  in  the  boat;  most  parts  of  engine  are  on  hand 
and  in  good  condition;  she  needs  a  smokestack  and  line  shafting. 

No.  2.  Situated  at  Northeastern  Railroad  wharf.  Length  outside 
50  feet;  breadth  of  beam,  5i  feet  (same  as  above).  Hull  in  perfect 
condition  and  nearly  complete,  with  exception  of  hatches.  No  machin¬ 
ery  in  this  boat,  but  we  have  an  engine  without  boiler  which  will 
answer  the  purpose. 

No.  3.  Situated  near  Chisolm’s  Mills.  Fifty  feet  long;  5-%  feet  beam. 
Is  sunk,  but  dry  at  low  tide.  Hull  very  imperfect,  much  worm-eaten, 
and  unsound;  has  a  large  hole  cut  in  port  side  and  on  top,  aft.  Is 
plated  with  one-fourth  inch  iron,  and  has  a  portion  of  torpedo  appa¬ 
ratus  attached.  Boiler  in  bad  condition;  parts  of  engine  removed  and 
stack  gone.  Engine  greatly  corroded  and  worn;  propeller  attached- 
3  feet  6  inches  diameter,  20  inches  face  of  blades,  and  about  15  feet 
pitch. 

No.  1.  Situated  near  Chisolm’s  Mills.  Fifty  feet  long;  5£  feet  beam. 
Is  sunk,  but  dry  at  low  tide.  Hull  much  worm-eaten  and  cut  upon 
!"  vicinity,  of  engine  and  boiler;  a  part  of  torpedo  apparatus 
attached.  Engine  pulled  to  pieces  and  much  corroded.  One  fan  of 
propeller  gone;  smokestack  in  place,  but  in  bad  condition.  Boilers  in 
bad  condition  and  many  pieces  of  machinery  missing. 

No.  5.  Situated  near  Chisolm’s  Mills.  Length,  50  feet;  6  feet  beam. 
Eiull  complete;  lower  part  much  worm-eaten  and  unsound;  is  cased 
with  one-fourth  inch  iron.  Engine  and  boiler  passably  good  and 
nearly  complete.  Smokestack  gone;  propeller  attached. 

No.  6.  Situated  near  Bennet’s  sawmill,  west  side  of  city.  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  feet  long,  11  feet  7  inches  beam.  Hull  in  sound  condi¬ 
tion  and  nearly  complete  externally.  Boiler  in  place;  also  portion  of 
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engine.  All  these  are  in  excellent  condition;  nearly  the  entire  engine 
is  on  hand  and  is  now  being  fitted  in  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  E.  Chassaing, 

Chief  Engineer  and  Superintendent  of  Vessels. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Capt.  Gray  regarding  torpedoes  found  in  Ashley  River. 

Charleston,  S.  C. ,  April  8,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report  in  relation  to  the  torpedoes  which  I  have  discovered  in  the  city 
of  Charleston  and  its  vicinity: 

In  one  house  on  the  bank  of  the  Ashley  River,  near  Chisolm’s  Mills, 
I  found  32  and  all  the  conveniences  for  making  more.  Farther  up  the 
same  river,  in  two  houses,  I  found  13;  in  one  house  near  the  navy  yard 
1,  and  at  Mount  Pleasant,  12.  These  were  all  small  casks  (as  large  as 
a  10-gallon  cask),  with  pieces  of  wood  (cone-shaped)  fastened  to  both 
ends  and  covered  with  pitch;  each  had  a  metallic  bouching  for  a  fuze 
in  the  bilge  of  the  cask.  One  was  much  larger  than  the  rest,  with  live 
fuze  bouchings,  and  fitted  with  irons  to  secure  it  to  the  bow  of  some 
ram  or  torpedo  boat.  I  also  found  on  a  wharf  near  the  dry  dock  30 
more  torpedoes,  mostly  iron  ones,  and  fitted  for  rams  and  rafts. 

M.  M.  Gray. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Mitchell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Clover. 

U.  S.  S.  Clover, 
Charleston ,  S.  G. ,  April  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report: 

Yesterday,  while  dragging  for  torpedoes  in  Ilog  Island  Channel,  we 
hooked  to  a  line  of  obstructions  which  was  across  the  channel,  and 
we  succeeded  in  raising  a  part  of  it  to  the  surface;  found  it  to  be  com¬ 
posed  of  bars  of  railroad  iron  connected  at  the  ends  by  a  shackle  or 
link;  to  the  bars  of  iron  there  are  spars  attached  (about  15  inches  in 
diameter)  by  chains  (about  3  feet  long)  near  each  end.  To  the  con¬ 
necting  link  of  the  iron  bars  there  was  a  chain  attached;  at  about  10 
feet  from  the  bars,  there  were  four  spars  (about  1  foot  in  diameter 
each)  banded  together  round  the  chain.  I  think  the  chain  leads  to  one 
of  the  anchors  that  held  the  obstructions  in  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benjamin  Mitchell, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Detailed  report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  drawings  and  reports 
of  torpedoes,  torpedo  boat,  and  obstructions. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  June  1,  1865. 

Sir:  The  directions  of  the  Department  in  regard  to  the  obstructions 
in  this  harbor  were  not  received  in  time  for  the  fall  execution,  which 
I  would  have  desired. 

The  rebels  evacuated  their  positions  about  the  city  on  the  18th  Feb¬ 
ruary,  and  1  lost  no  time  in  ordering  the  prompt  removal  of  all  the 
impediments  to  navigation  that  obstructed  the  entrance. 

My  time  was,  however,  so  much  engrossed  by  passing  events  of 
importance  that  1  could  give  no  personal  attention  to  the  matter;  for 
the  number  of  our  troops  on  the  spot  was  very  small  compared  to  the 
extent  of  the  positions  to  be  occupied,  the  force  and  movements  of  the 
rebels  not  clearly  ascertained,  ana  I  also  desired  to  press  them  in  the 
direction  of  the  Santee  and  Georgetown,  which  was  done  by  sending 
detachments  of  vessels  to  both  these  places  on  the  20th.  As  soon  as  I 
could  collect  and  dispatch  such  forces  as  were  at  disposal,  1  left, 
myself  for  Georgetown,  where  it  seems  the  rebels  had  not  awaited  the 
naval  attack,  but  had  left  precipitately  on  seeing  the  steamers  enter. 

Remaining  at  Georgetown  no  longer  than  was  needed  to  arrange 
matters,  I  returned  to  Charleston  on  the  4th  March,  and  there  received 
the  directions  of  the  Department  in  relation  to  the  obstructions. 

The  tugs  and  boats  had  been  employed  for  two  weeks  in  clearing 
away  the  obstructions  at  the  entrance,  pursuing  the  summary  process 
of  cutting  the  ropes  from  the  buoys  and  letting  them  sink,  a  portion 
of  which  had  been  taken  in  on  the  decks,  but  had  been  afterwards 
thrown  overboard.  So  that  it  was  impossible  to  procure  a  single  com¬ 
plete  specimen  as  it  had  boated  in  the  water. 

Different  tugs  and  boats  had  been  employed  on  the  duty,  and  some 
discrepancies  were  thus  caused  in  the  various  reports,  verbal  and 
written. 

Still  there  is  sufficient  information  derivable  from  the  results  of 
examination  and  from  the  evidence  of  parties  who  had  been  engaged 
in  placing  the  obstructions,  to  conve}^  a  fair  idea  of  what  they  really 
were,  and  to  verify  previous  impressions  obtained  from  deserters  and 
other  sources. 

h  or  the  satisfaction  of  the  Department,  I  annex  some  of  the  reports 
made  by  those  engaged  in  the  removal,  and  some  of  the  statements 
made  by  the  deserters,  which  were  deemed  most  reliable  at  the  time 
and  were  also  more  complete. 

Soon  after  reaching  the  city,  upon  its  abandonment  bv  the  rebels, 
it  was  reported  to  me  that  parties  were  within  reach  who  had  been 
employed  on  the  obstructions  by  the  rebels.  They  were  sent  for,  and 
undertook  to  point  out  the  locality  and  assist  in  the  removal. 

The  principal  of  these  was  M.  M.  Gray,  who  stated  that  he  had  had 
charge  for  some  time  of  the  fabrication  and  placing  of  the  torpedoes 
but  becoming  suspected  by  the  rebels,  had  been  arrested  and  impris¬ 
oned  for  the  last  six  months.  The  nature  and  extent  of  his  duties 
were  sustained  by  copies  of  his  official  correspondence,  which  were 
found  in  one  of  the  offices  and  by  other  evidence. 

There  were  two  others,  Wood  and  Thompson,  carpenters  by  trade, 
whose  business  it  had  been  to  make  the  barrel  torpedoes^  and  on  two 
occasions  they  had  laid  them  down  in  the  channel. 
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Different  tugs  were  assigned  to  the  work,  one  or  more  at  a  time 
with  boats. 

The  only  passage  from  the  outer  roads  into  the  harbor  of  Charles¬ 
ton  is  less  than  a  mile  at  its  narrowest  part,  between  Sullivan’s  Island 
and  the  shoals  on  which  Fort  Sumter  is  built.  Across  this  lay  the 
first  series  of  obstructions.  When  first  resorted  to,  these  were  of 
different  kinds,  of  rope,  or  of  heavy  masses  of  timber,  floating  bars 
of  railroad  iron. 

It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  with  exactness  at  what  time  each  of  these 
were  adopted.  Common  report  was  never  precise,  and  in  that  respect 
was  probably  a  fair  exponent  of  the  common  information  at  the  time. 

The  statements  of  the  persons  who  knew  anything  of  the  matter, 
and  were  accessible,  differ  as  to  which  of  these  were  used  first. 

According  to  Mr.  Smith,  who  had  been  actually  employed  on  this 
work,  the  rope  obstructions  were  first  put  down  in  1861,  formed  into 
one  continuous  line,  floated  across  the  channel  from  Sumter  to  bat¬ 


tery  Bee. 

But  this  was  so  frequently  displaced  by  the  current  that  it  was  cut 
into  lengths,  which,  with  the  addition  of  others,  were  anchored  at  one 
end  in  two  lines  and  rode  to  the  tide. 

It  is  probable  that  the  casks  seen  on  the  7th  April  were  the  turpen¬ 
tine  barrels  of  this  obstruction,  and  moreover  apian  of  the  entrance 
signed  by  Major  [William  H.]  Echols,  engineer,  shows  the  double  line 
of  rope  obstructions. 

In  the  summer  of  1863,  the  boom  of  railroad  iron  was  placed,  con¬ 
sisting  of  several  timbers  banded  into  a  mass,  and  floating  the  railroad 
foal*s 

And  this  account  is  so  far  confirmed  that,  in  December,  1863,  a 
quantity  of  boom  answering  to  this  description  was  washed  away  by 
the  winter  gales  and  came  down  the  channel;  some  of  it  was  hauled 
up  on  the  beach  of  Morris  Island.  I  saw  this  work  in  progress  one 
day,  and  was  told  that  as  many  as  thirty-three  of  the  bars  had  been 

SeThave  been  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  exact  manner  in  which  these 
bars  were  connected  to  the  timbers;  the  accounts  given  do  not  accord, 
and  some  separation  had  generally  been  effected  before  any  of  them 

were  seen  by  us.  ...  i  j  t 

Thev  may  have  been  encased  in  the  timbers,  or  suspended  from 
them,  as  described  by  Mr.  Smith,  but  in  any  case  they  would  have 
been  difficult  to  remove  under  the  heavy  fire  of  the  rebel  works. 

It  is  probable  from  the  several  statements  that  whenever  the  use  of 
the  boom  obstructions  across  the  entrance  between  Sumter  and  Moul¬ 
trie  may  have  begun,  the  parts  were  not  renewed  as  they  disappeared, 
but  were  replaced  from  time  to  time  by  those  of  rope,  until  at  last  the 
winter  freshets  of  1863-64  carried  away  the  whole  structure. 

The  obstructions  which  were  actually  found  in  position  between 
Sumter  and  Moultrie  after  we  entered  were  of  rope  only. 

The  entire  line  is  reported  to  have  been  made  up  ol  a  numbei  ot 
separate  parts,  each  of  which  consisted  of  a  stout  shroud  laid  rope, 
floated  at  intervals  by  buoys  of  pine  logs,  and  anchored  by  a  heavy 
grapnel.  From  this  floating  rope  hung  down  at  intervals  six  parts  ot 

ll  Tffieexacf  dimensions  are  variously  given,  as  well  as  the  number  of 


floats  and  hangers. 
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The  pine  buoys  which  were  used  as  samples  were  39  inches  long 
and  15  inches  in  diameter,  with  a  stout  iron  staple  near  each  end, 
through  which  passed  the  part  of  rope  that  was  to  be  floated.  It  was 
said  to  have  been  the  design  to  place  these  parts  or  sections  in  two 
lines  about  60  or  100  feet  apart,  with  similar  intervals. 

But  it  may  be  easily  conceived  that  the  intention  could  not  be  car¬ 
ried  out  with  exactness,  in  the  first  place,  and  that  subsequently  in 
replacing  sections  that  were  lost  or  not  visible,  the  plan  would  be  still 
further  confused,  partly  by  the  impossibility  of  knowing  with  cer¬ 
tainty  at  night  where  the  sections  were  missing,  and  partly  because  in 
doing  so  it  seemed  better  to  err  in  having  too  many  than  too  few. 

Hence  the  directions  of  the  lines  were  not  maintained  with  exact¬ 
ness,  and  the  allotted  number  of  sections  was  in  excess  of  that  con¬ 
templated. 

Nor  was  the  exact  position  and  number  of  those  which  were  found 
in  place  noted  as  well  as  they  should  have  been,  for  the  reasons  already 
stated,  and  when  my  attention  was  drawn  to  the  subject  it  was  too 
late  to  remedy  the  omission. 

Drawings  were  therefore  necessarily  made  from  the  several  parts, 
but  it  is  believed  they  afford  a  fair  representation  of  the  entire  whole. 

As  different  tugs  and  boats  were  employed  at  different  times,  there 
was  some  discrepancy  in  the  returns  sent  me,  which,  as  already  stated, 
were  not  made  as  they  should  have  been. 

Mr.  Gray  gives  the  whole  number  as  226,  which,  at  intervals  of  100 
feet,  would  be  too  many  to  be  included  in  the  distance  of  1  mile,  but 
it  may  be  explained  by  the  continued  renewal  of  what  was  supposed 
to  be  lost,  and  which  were  not  so  really,  though  not  distinctly  visible. 

The  care  and  perseverance  which  the  rebels  gave  to  the  maintenance 
of  these  rope  obstructions  is  well  shown  by  the  report  of  Acting 
Master  Gifford  (annexed);  they  watched  them  closely,  and  whenever 
a  section  disappeared  from  sight  it  was  replaced. 

Our  boats  were  always  observed  and  driven  off  if  possible,  and  it 
was  necessary,  besides,  to  work  with  great  caution,  as  they  were  near 
powerful  batteries  and  liable  at  any  moment  to  a  destructive  fire  of 


grape. 

!  he  purpose  of  the  boom  obstructions  was  evidently  to  bar  the 
passage  of  a  vessel  entirely,  while  that  of  the  rope  obstructions  was  to 
entangle  the  screw  and  prevent  further  progress,  or  even  detain  the 
vessel  under  fire  of  the  batteries,  for  the  grapnel  which  anchored  the 
rope  would  also  serve  as  a  drag  on  the  steamer,  and  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  to  cut  it  loose  when  under  fire. 

1  hat  the  rope  obstructions  were  in  use  before  1  took  command,  and 
afterwards,  is  satisfactorily  ascertained  from  other  evidence  than  that 
of  Mr.  Grav. 


A  plan  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  signed  by  Major  Echols  (rebel 
engineer),  and  dated  April,  1863,  exhibits  two  lines  of  obstructions 
designated  as  rope  obstructions,  the  general  direction  being  from 
bum  ter  to  a  point  midway  between  Fort  Moultrie  and  Battery  Bee’ 
the  delineation  shows  a  number  of  dotted  lines,  resembling  the  section 
of  rope  just  described;  the  dots  indicate  only  four  buoys. 

they  correspond  closely  with  the  description  given  by  Commodore 
Dodgers  of  what  he  saw  from  the  Weehaioken  during  the  attack  of 
7th  of  April.  In  his  official  report  he  says: 


e  approached  very  close  to  the  obstructions  extending  from  Fort  Sumter  to  Fort 
Moultrie  as  near,  indeed,  as  I  could  get  without  running  upon  them. 
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They  were  marked  by  rows  of  casks  very  near  together.  To  the  eye  they 
appeared  almost  to  touch  one  another,  and  there  was  more  than  one  line  of  them. 
To  me  they  appeared  thus: 


□  □  □  □□□□□ 


When  we  landed  on  Sullivan’s  Island  (February,  1865)  several 
telegrams  came  into  my  possession.  One  of  them,  dated  Sumter, 
April  8,  1863,  runs  thus: 

Blue  and  red  Coston  lights  indicate  the  enemy’s  boats  trying  to  cut  the  net;  the 
batteries  will  open  with  grape. 

Colonel  Fremantle,  of  the  Coldstream  Guards,  in  the  published 
account  of  his  visit  to  Charleston,  June,  1863,  says: 

There  are  excellent  arrangements  of,  and  other  contrivances  to  foul  the  screw  of  a 
vessel  between  Sumter  and  Moultrie.  • 

As  soon  as  the  picket  and  scout  boats  of  the  fleet  were  able  to 
approach  the  entrance,  the  presence  of  the  obstructions  was  verified; 
but  in  the  obscurity  of  the  night  it  was  difficult  to  ascertain  precisely 
what  they  were,  particularly  as  the  rebels  were  then  in  strong  force 
at  the  locality,  and  very  little  time  was  permitted  for  examination. 

General  Gillmore’s  impressions  at  the  time  may  be  gathered  from 
the  following  portion  of  his  telegram  to  me,  August  1: 

My  scout  has  just  reported  that  the  line  of  floating  buoys  reaching  from  Sumter  to 
Moultrie  has  disappeared  since  yesterday. 

These  buoys  are  supposed  to  have  torpedoes  attached  to  them. 

This  disappearance  was  probably  a  mistake. owing  to  the  difficulty 
of  discerning  with  certainty  objects  sb  small  at  such  a  distance,  for  no 
report  was  made  by  the  navy  pickets,  and  soon  after  Ensign  Porter, 
who  was  specially  charged  with  the  duty,  reported  that  “two  steamers 
and  three  schooners  were  at  anchor  in  the  center  of  the  channel,  appar¬ 
ently  at  work  on  the  obstructions  or  else  sinking  others,’  etc. 

Ensign  Porter,  who  was  very  active  and  daring,  assured  me  that 
chains  formed  some  part  of  the  obstructions,  as  he  had  been  close 
enough  to  the  buoys  to  feel  them. 

The  buoys  themselves  were  visible  to  the  eye  from  the  picket  moni¬ 
tors,  which  were  stationed  in  the  advance. 

Their  reports  being  verbal  at  first,  can  not  now  be  quoted,  but  sub¬ 
sequently  I  directed  them  to  be  made  in  writing. 

Captain  J.  E.  Davis,  commanding  the  Montauk ,  reports,  25th  Sep¬ 
tember  : 

At  low  water  to-day  a  rip  was  discovered  extending  from  Fort  Sumter  in  a  line  to 
the  western  end  of  the  buoys,  stretching  from  near  Moultrie  in  a  westerly  direction 
across  the  channel.  At  first  I  thought  it  was  the  meeting  of  the  tides,  but  as  it  did 
not  alter  position,  1  came  to  the  conclusion  some  hidden  obstructions  might  be  there. 

September  26  the  Catskill  reports  a  steamer  plying  between  Sumter 
and  Moultrie  on  the  previous  night  supported  by  two  ironclads.  On 
the  27th  the  Nakant  reports  that  the  obstruction  buoys  were  counted 
by  several  officers,  and  the  average  number  was  about  80. 

The  buoys  do  not  seem  to  be  in  a  continuous  line,  but  as  if  they  were  in  groups  of 
five  or  six.  There  seems  to  be  another  short  line  of  larger  buoys  beyond  the  first, 
which  I  judge  to  be  a  separate  obstruction  across  Hog  Island  Channel. 
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Which  description  is  remarkably  in  accord  with  all  the  facts  since 
ascertained. 

On  October  21,  1863,  a  part  of  the  rope  obstructions  floated  out  of 
the  harbor,  and  was  discovered  off  Breach  Inlet  by  the  Sonoma ,  which 
towed  them  inside  the  bar. 

The  floating-  away  of  these  sections,  owing’  to  various  causes,  some¬ 
times  to  their  removal  by  our  scouts,  explains  the  variations  in  the 
numbers  of  the  buoys  counted  at  different  times  from  the  monitors; 
and  their  renewal  by  the  rebels  whenever  they  did  disappear,  is  fully 
established  bjr  the  nightly  experience  of  Acting  Master  Gifford,  who 
rarely  failed  to  be  at  his  post  as  a  scout.  His  report,  which  is  annexed, 
is  of  interest,  as  it  exhibits  the  results  of  much  arduous  service  and 
close  observation. 

The  accounts  of  deserters  and  refugees  confirmed,  in  a  general  way, 
the  existence  and  locality  of  the  obstructions,  but  their  opportunities 
for  observation  were  seldom  as  good  as  our  own,  for  none  but  those 
engaged  in  the  work  were  allowed  opportunities  of  knowing  more  than 
could  be  seen  from  a  short  distance,  and  the  rebels  were  singularly 
fortunate  in  the  precautions  to  keep  their  own  counsel  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  submerged  defenses. 

The  general  existence  of  obstructions  at  any  early  date  was  set  forth 
in  a  circular  order  of  General  Ripley,  December  26,  1862,  regarding 
the  defense  to  be  made  against  our  attack.  In  speaking  of  these 
impediments,  it  says: 

The  obstructions  will  also  be  designated,  and  under  no  circumstances  will  the 
enemy  be  permitted  to  reconnoiter  them. 

Besides  the  obstructions  at  the  entrance,  the  middle  channel  was 
closed  by  a  double  row  of  piles,  extending  some  distance  across  the 
harbor,  which  were  distinctly  visible  when  the  first  operations  were 
initiated  against  Charleston. 

In  the  Hog  Island  Channel  was  also  a  set  of  boom  obstructions, 
found  in  April  last  by  the  Glover  while  engaged  in  clearing  awav  the 
frame  torpedoes  placed  there. 

The  massive  and  complicated  character  of  these  gave  much  trouble 
in  their  removal. 

They  consisted  of  a  stout  chain  (three-fourths  inch  iron)  that  had 
been  floated  by  blocks  of  timber  secured  to  it  at  short  intervals. 

These  blocks  were  made  of  four  squared  logs,  15  feet  long  and  1  foot 
square,  kept  together  by  an  iron  band  at  each  end. 

Railroad  iron  linked  together  and  suspended  from  squared  timber 
was  associated  with  the  chain  boom. 

This  boom  had  been  stretched  across  a  neck  in  the  Hog’  Island  Chan¬ 
nel  when  there  was  least  water,  and  the  passage  so  narrow  that  the 
shoals  on  each  hand  were  bare  at  low  water  and  hardly  500  feet  apart, 
besides  being  directly  under  fire  from  Battery  Bee,  at  1,100  yards,  and 
of  the  Mount  Pleasant  battery,  at  1,000  yards.  At  this  time  they  had 
been  so  much  worm-eaten  that  they  sank,  but  the  depth  at  low  tide 
would  stilly  have  rendered  them  troublesome  to  all  but  light-draft  ves¬ 
sels,  and  Captain  Gray  states  that  they  were  afloat  up  to  the  last  that 
he  saw  of  them,  which  was  in  August,  1864. 

In  this  way  the  main  entrance  was  obstructed  between  Sumter  and 
Moultrie,  and  two  of  the  channels  leading  from  it  were  barred  by  piles 
and  booms,  leaving  open  only  the  main  channel  to  the  south,  which 
was  left  to  the  control  of  the  heavy  batteries  that  lined  it. 
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These  obstructions  were  defended  by  torpedoes  and  by  series  of 
batteries,  ironclads,  and  torpedo  boats. 

After  obtaining  possession  of  the  harbor  the  examination  which  was 
made  disclosed  tbe  use  of  three  kinds  of  torpedoes. 

The  floating-  torpedo  was  made  of  a  small  barrel,  capable  of  con¬ 
taining-  70  pounds  of  powder,  generally  mounting  two  fuzes  on  the 
bilge,  anchored  so  as  to  come  in  contact  with  the  bottoms  of  vessels; 
by  means  of  a  small  weight  these  fuzes  were  kept  uppermost. 

These  toi’pedoes  were  well  known  in  the  squadron,  having  been 
picked  up  and  encountered  at  various  times  in  the  St.  John’s  and 
Stono,  exploding  occasionally  with  full  effect. 

They  were  liable  to  be  lost  by  getting  adrift,  or,  if  not  tight,  might 
be  spoiled  by  water;  but  the  rebels  kept  a  vigilant  eye  on  them,  exam¬ 
ining  them  at  times  and  replacing  them. 

There  was  a  regular  establishment  here  for  their  fabrication,  under 
the  charge  of  Mr.  Gray,  who  held  the  position  of  captain. 

A  part  of  the  correspondence  of  this  branch  is  now  in  my  hands, 
from  which  it  appears  that  there  were  35  to  40  hands  employed,  and 
that  Mr.  Gray  distributed  the  barrel  torpedoes  along  the  coast  from 
Georgetown  to  St.  John’s;  he  also  transmitted  a  variety  of  material 
even  as  far  as  Mobile,  .and  his  connection  was  direct  with  several  com¬ 
manding  officers. 

Wood  and  Thompson  were  employed  in  the  department  to  “build 
the  torpedoes,”  as  they  expressed  it. 

It  appears  that  no  great  number  of  these  was  kept  placed  perma¬ 
nently  in  Charleston  Harbor,  because  they  were  dangerous  to  vessels 
moving  about  on  the  ordinary  communications  by  water,  and  accidents 
had  occurred.  They  could  readily  be  put  down  in  a  very  short  time 
on  the  appearance  of  a  move  on  our  part. 

In  the  middle  of  January,  for  instance,  when  this  was  suspected,  an 
order  was  given  to  put  down  several  lines  of  them.  Wood  and 
Thompson  placed  sixteen  of  them  in  the  vicinity  of  the  rope  obstruc¬ 
tions,  between  Sumter  and  Moultrie,  and  seven  at  the  entrance  of  Hog 
Island  Channel.  Others  were  directed  to  be  laid  down  from  Fort 
Johnson  to  Castle  Pinckney,  which  seems  to  have  been  deferred  until 
the  attack  began. 

One  of  those  near  the  obstructions  was  encountered  by  the  monitor 
Patapsco ,  on  the  night  of  the  15th  of  January,  when,  in  the  expecta¬ 
tion  of  cooperating  with  General  Sherman,  I  had  ordered  a  vigorous 
effort  to  be  made  to  remove  the  rope  obstructions,  and  the  picket 
monitors  covered  the  boats  so  engaged. 

It  seems  that  the  work  of  placing  these  torpedoes  had  been  com¬ 
pleted  that  very  night,  and  the  Patamco  went  down  with  two-thirds 
of  her  crew  almost  immediately  on  being  struck,  being  at  the  time 
about  600  yards  from  Sumter. 

Immediately  after  entering  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  vigorous 
efforts  were  made  to  remove  these  floating  Torpedoes,  but  although 
some  of  the  very  men  who  bad  put  them  down  were  employed,  with 
the  aid  of  steam  tugs  and  boats,  and  all  the  ordinary  appliances  to 
recover  them,  dragging  and  sweeping  the  water  for  many  days,  only 
four  could  be  found  of  the  sixteen. 

The  Bibb  came  in  contact  with  and  exploded  one  on  the  17th  of 
March,  and  the  Massachusetts  grazed  one  on  the  19th,  so  that  the  bal¬ 
ance  remain  undiscovered. 
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A  set  of  the  same  kind  placed  across  the  mouth  of  the  A  ando  was 
recovered  and  destroyed. 

Acting  Master  Gifford  found  as  many  as  61  at  different  points  of  the 
shore  about  the  harbor,  ready  for  service,  or  nearly  so,  and  at  hand  to 
be  put  down  if  needed. 

At  Causton’s  Bluff,  in  St.  Augustine  Creek  (one  of  the  approaches 
to  Savannah),  were  found  a  number  lying  on  a  wharf,  all  ready  for 
immediate  use. 

They  were  conveniently  handled  and  could  be  laid  down  rapidly  and 
easily. 

Wood  and  Thompson  say  that  with  one  boat  they  placed  them  at  the 
rate  of  four  in  an  hour. 

This  kind  of  torpedo  was  the  most  covenient  of  all  and  the  most 
dangerous;  though  being  liable  to  shift  with  the  current,  they  were 
apt  to  trouble  those  who  used  them.  One  rebel  steamboat  ( Marion ) 
had  been  blown  up  in  the  Ashley  River  some  time  ago  by  one  of  them, 
and  in  June,  1864,  another  rebel  steamer  plying  from  Sumter  up  the 
harbor,  was  struck  by  one  and  beached  on  the  shoal  near  Johnson  to 
prevent  sinking  in  deep  water,  supposed  at  the  time  to  have  been  run 
ashore  accidentally. 

It  is  probable  that  the  Tecumseh  was  sunk  at  Mobile  in  Admiral 
Farragut’s  attack,  by  one  of  this  kind,  also  the  Milwaukee ,  the  Osage , 
the  Rodolph,  and  a  tinclad  (48)  in  the  recent  captures  of  the  forts. 

My  own  flagship,  the  Harvest  Moon ,  was  destroyed  by  the  same 
device  in  Georgetown,  and  three  army  transports  in  the  St.  John’s, 
Maple  Leaf ,  Harriet  Weed,  and  another. 

Mr.  Gray  states  they  were  placed  in  such  numbers  about  the  main 
entrance  and  channel  about  the  time  of  our  operations  against  Morris 
Island  that  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  any  vessel  to  escape  that 
entered. 

There  were  also  permanent  torpedoes. 

One  species  of  these  consisted  of  a  frame  of  three  or  four  heavy  tim¬ 
bers,  parallel  to  each  other  and  a  few  feet  apart  tied  together  by  cross 
timbers;  at  the  head  of  each  timber  was  a  cast-iron  torpedo  with  a 
fuze. 

A  model  of  this  kind  was  made  for  me  by  William  Flynn,  a  refugee, 
who  had  worked  on  them  in  Charleston. 

The  frame  was  placed  obliquely  and  held  by  weights  so  as  to  pre¬ 
sent  its  torpedoes  to  the  bottom  of  a  vessel  approaching. 

Series  of  them  were  placed  in  particular  parts  of  the  channel. 

Four  frames,  mounting  fifteen  torpedoes,  were  found  at  the  entrance 
of  Ashley  River;  they  had  been  there  some  time  and  yet  were  in  such 
good  condition  that  one  exploded  when  towed  away  carlessly,  and 
though  a  dozen  feet  from  the  tug,  the  explosion  hurt  and  knocked 
overboard  several  men. 

Frames  were  also  found  in  the  narrow  pass  of  Hog  Island  Channel, 
just  as  it  branches  from  the  main  channel  near  Battery  Bee  and  close 
to  the  boom  obstructions  already  described;  and  another  set  in  the 
neck  of  the  middle  channel  near  Castle  Pinckney. 

There  is  said  to  be  another  set  in  the  shoal  connecting  the  middle 
and  the  north  channel,  not  removed  at  this  date. 

One  of  these  frames  was  found  lying  in  a  dock  of  the  Cooper  River, 
with  the  torpedoes  mounted,  ready  for  use. 

In  many  cases  the  frames  had  been  much  worm-eaten  so  that  in 
attempting  to  remove  them  the  timber  broke  and  fell  to  the  bottom. 
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On  the  wharf  near  it,  and  the  adjoining  buildings,  which  had  been 
used  as  a  factory  for  the  torpedoes  until  our  shells  rendered  it  dan¬ 
gerous,  were  30  cast-iron  torpedoes  for  framing. 

This  kind  of  torpedo  was  used  in  the  Ogeechee  and  Savannah  rivers, 
where  they  were  distinctly  visible  at  very  low  water. 

And  probably  it  was  one  of  this  kind  that  struck  the  Mont  auk)  in 
February,  1863,  when  attacking  Fort  McAllister. 

As  torpedo  frames  could  not  be  fixed  in  very  deep  water,  another 
kind  was  used  for  the  purpose.  This  was  a  large  sheet-iron  boiler, 
capable  of  containing  1,000  to  3,000  pounds  of  powder,  to  be  exploded 
by  a  galvanic  battery,  connected  by  an  insulated  wire. 

Three  of  these  were  located  in  the  main  channel,  between  Battery 
Bee  and  Fort  Johnson.  The  wire  rope  of  each  was  led  to  Sullivan’s 
Island,  and  all  were  found  in  good  condition. 

Persevering  efforts  were  made  by  the  squadron  divers  to  follow  the 
wires  from  the  shore  to  the  torpedoes,  but  they  had  become  so  over¬ 
laid  by  deposits  of  sand  as  to  resist  all  attempts  to  release  them,  and 
were  broken  several  times  in  the  proceeding.  A  large  quantity  of  the 
wire  rope  was  taken  up.  Some  of  it  was  used  subsequently  by  our 
own  divers.  Some  of  the  range  poles  having  been  removed,  it  was 
found  impossible  to  determine  with  precision  the  exact  locality  where 
the  divers  could  reach  them  without  following  the  wires. 

A  torpedo  boiler  ready  to  receive  powder  was  found  on  the  wharf, 
where  the  cast-iron  torpedoes  for  the  frames  alread}^  mentioned  were 
discovered,  together  with  a  large  quantity  of  the  Avire  rope. 

This  was  made  in  the  best  manner,  probably  in  England.  The  cop¬ 
per  wire  was  insulated  by  a  tube  of  india  rubber,  protected  by  a 
wrapper  of  hemp,  and  over  that  closely  laid  wire. 

In  this  connection,  I  may  also  mention  the  torpedoes  designed  for 
the  rams  and  torpedo  boats,  samples  of  which  were  recovered  by  divers 
from  the  bed  of  the  river,  where  they  had  been  thrown. 

There  were  two  sizes,  both  being  elongated  copper  cylinders,  with 
hemispherical  ends,  and  diameters  of  10  inches;  but  one  was  32  inches 
long,  the  others  24  inches. 

At  the  outer  end  were  screw  sockets  for  eight  fuzes,  so  as  to  present 
points  of  explosion  in  every  direction. 

The  torpedo  for  the  bow  of  a  ram  was  of  copper,  barrel-shaped,  and 
tapering  to  a  point  at  the  outer  end.  It  has  sockets  for  seven  fuzes 
on  the  upper  bilge  and  end. 

Its  contents  of  powder  were  about  134  pounds. 

The  three  torpedo  boats  in  service  had  been  sunk  in  the  Cooper 
River,  off  the  city  wharves.  Two  have  been  raised  and  one  put  in 
good  order,  so  as  to  steam  about  the  harbor. 

In  length  about  64  feet,  and  5^  feet  in  diameter,  capable  of  steaming 
about  5  knots. 

There  were  six  others  that  Avere  under  repairs,  or  being  completed, 
of  which  two  are  now  ready  for  service. 

Just  above  these  that  had  been  sunk  were  the  three  ironclads,  Chi- 
cora ,  Palmetto ,  and  Charleston ,  all  of  which  had  been  fired  and  blown 
up  on  the  day  we  entered. 

The  Chicora  alone  is  visible  in  any  part,  and  that  only  a  few  inches 
of  the  casemate  at  low  water. 

Up  a  small  creek  was  found  a  fourth  ironclad,  the  Columbia ,  of  the 
same  size  as  the  Charleston ,  but  plated  with  6  inches  of  iron. 
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A  new,  well-built  vessel  just  ready  for  service. 

It  seems  that  about  a  month  before  the  entrance  of  the  Union  forces 
(January  12),  the  vessel  had  been  docked  in  the  creek  above  the  city, 
and  in  getting  her  out  of  the  dock  she  grounded. 

The  rebels  seem  to  have  begun  to  extricate  the  vessel,  but  had  not 
sufficient  time  before  they  abandoned  Charleston.  Why  she  was  not 
destroyed  is  difficult  to  conceive,  as  they  sunk  the  thiee  that-  were  in 
service  and  burned  two  new  ironclads  that  were  not  completed. 

This  vessel  was  fully  ready  for  service,  even  guns  mounted,  which 
it  was  said  were  taken  out  after  grounding,  and  a  portion  of  the  plat¬ 
ing  had  been  removed  as  a  preparation  for  lightening  and  floating  the 
vessel. 

Under  the  belief  that  the  vessel  could  be  saved,  I  gave  the  necessary 
directions,  and  on  the  26th  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  her  floated, 
which  was  effected  by  the  exertions  of  several  officers:  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Matthews,  Fleet  Engineer  Danby,  Chief  Engineer  Kier- 
sted,  by  Master  Carpenter  Davies,  by  Lieutenant  Churchill,  and  the 


UI  V  DI  O.  . 

This  vessel  has  an  extreme  length  of  216  feet;  beam,  51£  feet;  is 
plated  with  6  inches  of  iron;  carries  six  guns  of  the  heaviest  caliber; 
has  two  engines,  high  pressure;  ample  accommodations  on  berth  deck 
for  cabin,  wardroom,  and  men,  with  good  quarters  in  the  casemates. 

Her  leakage  is  very  small,  indicating  no  great  injury  from  the 
grounding. 

Her  steam  power  was  in  good  order,  only  requiring  the  stack  pipe 
and  smoke  box  to  be  replaced,  and  some  of  the  interior  pipe  that  had 
been  cut.  The  Columbia  left  on  the  23d  May  in  tow  of  the  Vander¬ 
bilt,  and  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Hayward. 

I  propose  to  place  four  of  my  own  new  X  inch  guns  in  the  casemate, 
one  at  each  corner;  they  weigh  about  16,000  pounds,  and  will  throw  a 
solid  shot,  with  40  pounds  of  powder,  which  has  pierced  4i  inches  of 
good  iron  at  200  yards.  If  the  two  other  guns  are  needed,  they  may 
be  of  IX-inch. 

Annexed  are  15  sketches  illustrating  the  various  devices  which  are 
referred  to  in  the  foregoing. 

1.  General  plan*  of  the  harbor,  showing  the  positions  of  the  bat¬ 
teries,  obstructions  of  booms,  ropes,  and  piles;  torpedoes,  barrel,  frame, 
and  boiler;  sites  where  lie  the  wrecks  of  the  monitors  Weehawken  and 
Patapsco ,  steamship  Uousatonic,  rebel  steamer  Etiwan ,  etc.  This  has 
been  prepared  with  great  care  by  Captain  Bout-elle  from  drawings  on 
the  spot  of  the  batteries,  determination  of  the  locality  of  the  obstruc¬ 
tions,  etc.,  from  observation,  or  from  the  statements  of  those  who 
removed  them.  It  is  a  valuable  and  highly  executed  specimen  of 
coast-survey  work  which  is  highly  creditable. 

2,  3,  4.  Rope  obstructions  between  Sumter  and  Moultrie,  their 
anchors  and  floats. 

5.  Portion  of  boom  obstructions  in  Hog  Island  Channel. 

6.  Barrel  torpedo. 

7.  Torpedo  frame  found  in  Ashley  River,  Hog  Island,  and  middle 
channel. 


*  Omitted.  This  map  is  published  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for 
1865.  Substantially  the  same  information  is  given  in  the  map  of  approaches  to 
Charleston,  published  in  Series  1,  Vol.  14. — Compiler. 
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8.  Its  torpedo. 

9.  Torpedo  frame,  and  its  torpedo,  used  in  the  Ogeechee  near  Fort 
McAllister  and  in  the  Savannah  River  near  the  city. 

10.  Torpedo  from  bow  of  rebel  ram. 

11  and  12.  Torpedoes  of  the  “Davids,”  or  torpedo  boats. 

13.  Specimen  of  the  “  David,”  or  torpedo  boat  found  in  Charleston' 

14  and  15.  Sketch  of  rebel  ram  Columbia ,  captured  with  Charleston. 

Nos.  9,  13,  14,  and  15  are  by  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Smith.  All 
the  rest  were  made  under  the  supervision  of  Captain  Boutelle,  of  the 
Coast  Survey,  and  with  great  care  from  actual  samples. 

The  foregoing  conveys  the  best  information  that  I  could  collect  by 
the  means  at  my  disposal  in  regard  to  the  submerged  impediments  of 
the  harbor.  And  their  efficiency,  when  kept  in  good  order,  is  not  to 
be  judged  from  the  condition  in  which  we  found  those  which  were 
composed  more  or  less  of  heavy  timber.  The  daily  care  and  renova¬ 
tion  that  they  received  from  the  rebels  had  ceased  for  two  and  even 
three  months  before  we  handled  them.  The  boom  obstructions  and 
frames  in  Hog  Island  Channel  were  reached  only  two  to  two  and  a 
half  months  after  the  city  was  abandoned,  and  the  frames  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  channel  had  been  left  unnoticed  for  three  months. 

It  may  be  conceived  that  daily  care  was  indispensable  to  their  pres¬ 
ervation,  and  this  they  did  not  receive  after  the  rebels  evacuated 
Charleston. 

Annexed  will  be  found  the  statements  of  various  persons  in  regard 
to  what  they  know  of  the  various  kinds  of  obstructions,  etc.,  used  to 
defend  the  harbor  of  Charleston. 

There  is  no  greater  diversity  in  these  accounts  than  might  be 
expected  from  the  nature  of  the  devices  and  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  different  parties  obtained  information  of  them.  Quite  suffi¬ 
cient  it  is  certain  to  show  that  these  several  contrivances  of  obstructions 
and  torpedoes  would  have  been  as  troublesome  as  it  was  expected  they 
would  be  in  connection  with  the  heavy  batteries  that  lined  the  harbor 
and  the  rebel  ironclads. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdy.  South  Atlantic  JBlochadinj  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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No.  2.— Rope  obstructions  as  deduced  from  the  part  found  between  Sumter  and  Moultrie  after  the  oecuptation  of  the  harbor. 
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No.  3. — Obstruction  anchor. 
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No.  5. — Boom  across  Hog  Island  Channel. 


No.  7.— Frame  torpedoes  found  in  Ashley  River,  Hog  Island  Channel,  etc. 
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No.  8. — Single  frame  torpedo  (of  east-iron). 


No.  9. — Section  of  torpedo  taken  from  the  row  of  piling  opposite  Fort  McAllister,  Ga.,  December  15,  18fi4. 
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No.  10.— Torpedo  attached  to  bow  of  rebel  ram  Charleston. 
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No.  11. _ Copper  torpedo  attached  to  bow  of  David  or  torpedo  boat. 
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No.  12.— Copper  torpedo  attached  to  bow  of  David  or  torpedo  boat. 


VIEW  WHEN  IMMERSED. 

No.  13. — Sketch  showing  torpedo  boats  as  constructed  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  Scale  10  feet  to  an  inch. 
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No.  II.— Rebel  ram  Columbia. 
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No.  15. — Rebel  ram  Columbia. 
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[Enclosure.] 

The  following  memoranda  are  from  statements  made  by  a  party  of 
refugees  that  reached  me  directly  from  Charleston,  and  may  be  taken 
as  a  summary  of  much  that  had  been  derived  previously  from  other 

sources.  .  .  , , , 

There  were  eight  men  in  all,  and  they  were  picked  up  by  one  ot  the 
advanced  steam  tugs,  whence  they  were  immediately  sent  to  me  on 
board  the  South  Carolina ,  at  anchor  among  the  ironclads  in  the  Roads. 

William  Flynn,  an  intelligent  ship  carpenter,  who  had  worked  on 
one  of  the  ironclads: 

Has  seen  an  iron  boiler  fitted  as  a  torpedo;  has  heard  that  it  was  put  down  below 
Moultrie,  between  Moultrie  and  Sumter,  in,  he  estimates,  8  fathoms  water;  length, 
10  feet;  diameler,  2\  feet;*  has  heard  that  it  will  contain  about  2,000  pounds  of 
powder;  has  heard  that  wire  leads  into  one  of  the  batteries  on  Sullivan’s  Island. 
Wire  is  five-eighths  inch  thick ;  has  seen  it. 

Has  been  engaged  in  making  floating  torpedoes,  such  as  were  picked  up  in  the 
Stono;  believes  that  they  were  scattered  about  the  harbor,  but  does  not  know  where; 
has  also  been  engaged  in  making  frames  on  which  torjiedo  shells  are  floated;  none 
of  them  are  launched;  was  engaged  in  making  one  at  Battery  Tatom;  has  heard 
that  diver  is  at  Sullivan’s  Island;  three  “Davids”  are  now  ready,  two  new  ones 
and  the  old  one;  has  never  worked  on  them;  some  others  are  building,  making 
some  seven  or  eight  in  all. 

Michael  Murray,  stout  laborer,  shrewd  but  ignorant: 

Has  been  in  Charleston  since  15th  October,  1861;  has  been  employed  in  the  engi¬ 
neers’  department  since  August  last;  has  been  pulling  a  boat  since  he  went  into  the 
service;  was  never  employed  putting  down  rope  obstructions,  but  in  putting  down 
barrel  torpedoes  in  a  variety  of  rivers  to  the  southward,  and  other  places.  About  the 
beginning  of  November  was  first  employed  in  putting  down  the  barrel  torpedoes 
between  Moultrie  and  Sumter;  were  put  down  in  6,  7,  and  8  fathoms  of  -water  near 
the  rope  obstructions.  At  low  -water  they  were  all  intended  to  be  in  1  fathom  of 
water.  The  barrels  contain,  some  50,  some  100  pounds. 

He  -was  present  in  a  boat  when  the  boiler  torpedo  (A)  which  McAllister  speaks  of 
was  put  down.  It  is  on  a  line  with  Fort  Ripley  and  the  Circular  Church.  It  was 
to  be  exploded  by  a  wire  which  led  into  Battery  Bee,  but  the  wire  was  too  short  and 
the  end  got  away  and  sank.  It  was  grappled  for  two  or  three  times.  Murray  was 
in  the  boat  which  grappled  for  it.  They  tried  it  on  different  days  and  nights  three 
times  before  they  got  hold  of  it,  spliced  a  piece  on  the  end  of  it,  and  took  it  into  Bat¬ 
tery  Bee.  Torpedo  lies  in  7  fathoms  of  water.  It  lies  about  800  yards  north  of 
Sumter.  The  wire  that  led  to  Battery  Bee  was  1J  miles  long.  The  place  pointed 
out  by  him  on  the  plan  of  the  harbor  is  about  1,600  yards  from  Sumter  and  1,400 
yards  from  Johnson,  and  lies  just  in  the  channelway,  on  the  turn  to  Fort  Johnson, 
about  500  yards  north  of  the  flat  and  on  a  line  drawn  through  Fort  Ripley  and  the 
Circular  Church,  and  is  marked  by  a  barrel  buoy.f 

Hog  Island  Channel  has  a  great  many  torpedoes  in  it,  cross  framed,  as  described 
by  William  Flynn.  He  was  employed  about  ten  days  ago  in  raising  some  of  them  to 
examine  them.  These  have  been  sunk  to  the  bottom  by  large  stones.  They  could 
not  raise  any  of  them;  had  to  leave  them  alone.  These  are  among  the  first  used; 
have  a  good  many  sunk  in  the  upper  Stono,  but  not  many  in  Charleston  Harbor; 
are  some  in  Ashley  River,  from  White  Point  battery  to  Wappoo  Creek. 

There  are  torpedoes  of  another  kind  in  Charleslon  Harbor,  inclined,  with  the  ends 
resting  on  the  bottom.  Was  in  a  steamboat  called  the  Marion,  which  was  blown  up 
accidentally  while  putting  down  some  of  these  in  the  Ashley  River  near  Wappoo 
Creek;  thinks  it  was  eighteen  months  ago  when  this  happened.  Her  whole  bottom 
was  blown  out  of  her,  machinery  destroyed,  and  she  sank  immediately.  There  are 
three  gaps  in  the  line  of  piles  this  side  of  Ripley,  each  of  which  has  four  or  five  tor¬ 
pedoes  floating  1  fathom  below  the  surface  at  low  water.  No  torpedoes  in  the  main 
channel  that  leads  by  Fort  Johnson  from  the  fort  up  toward  the  city.  These  torpe¬ 
does  on  the  cross  frames  and  barrels  are  placed  in  almost  all  the  channels  and  inlets 


*  A  boiler  prepared  for  such  use  was  found  on  a  wharf  of  Cooper  River,  which  was 
10  feet  11  inches,  and  was  2  feet  6J  inches  in  diameter;  cubic  content,  52;  capacity 
equal  to  3,000  pounds  powder. 

|  Mistake;  the  end  of  the  wire  was  so  marked  until  recovered. 
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below  Charleston;  can  not  say  where,  but  could  point  them  out.  Says  that  the  rebel 
boats  came  in  over  Gumming’ s  Point,  and  can  hear  our  men  talk. 

Hugh  Buchanan,  a  mere  laborer,  rather  intelligent: 

Has  been  in  Government  employ  since  6th  of  May  last  in  engineer’s  department, 
which  includes  submarine  department.  Has  been  employed  in  putting  down  two 
boiler  torpedoes,  one  (A)  containing  1,500  pounds,  the  other  (B)  2,000  pounds  of 
powder.  Put  down  the  2,000  pound  one  about  three  months  ago,  and  the  other  just 
after  we  ceased  firing  the  last  time  at  Sumter  from  Battery  Gregg  and  the  monitors 
(middle  of  November).  The  one  of  2,000  pounds  (torpedo  B)  was  put  down  on  a 
line  from  Sumter  to  Bee. 

Murray  and  Daly  were  not  in  the  same  gang  with  himself,  and  were  not  present 
when  this  was  done.  Thinks  the  1,500-pound  one  (torpedo  A)  was  about  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  from  Sumter,  toward  the  city,  in  about  the  same  depth  of  water 
as  the  other.  He  thinks  there  was  about  two  months’  difference  in  time  of  putting 
down  the  two.  Torpedo  A,  in  the  channel,  was  put  down  a  few  days  before  the 
evacuation  of  Morris  Island,  September  7. 

William  Daly,  common  laborer,  rather  ignorant: 

Has  been  in  the  torpedo  department  six  or  seven  months.  Was  in  one  of  the 
boats  when  the  large  boiler  (A)  was  put  down.  He  thinks  this  boiler  is  about  half 
way  between  Sumter  and  the  obstructions.  He  says  the  buoy  was  only  intended 
to  mark  the  end  of  the  wire,  which  was  intended  to  go  to  Battery  Bee. 

Of  the  assault  on  Sumter,  he  says  it  was  easier  to  take  then  than  it  has  ever  been 
since.  There  are  torpedoes  all  around  the  harbor  in  different  parts  of  the  channel. 
Thinks  Murray  must  have  bean  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  cross-framed  torpe¬ 
does  were  intended  to  have  been  sunk  on  the  bottom,  but  were  weighted  to  float  just 
below  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  must  have  sunk  accidentally. 


Reports  of  Acting  Master  Gifford,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  obstructions  and  torpedoes 

removed. 

U.  S.  Sloop  John  Adams, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  March  16,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  approval  the  following 
report  of  the  obstructions  in  this  harbor  since  the  first  attack,  and 
even  before,  on  this  place.  The  enemy,  in  view  of  our  entering  the 
harbor,  placed  a  series  of  obstructions  in  the  main  Ship  Channel.  The 
first  of  any  magnitude  that  came  under  my  notice  while  scouting  the 
harbor  consisted  of  a  line  of  network  similar  to  a  ship’s  rigging,  con¬ 
sisting  of  7  to  8  inch  hemp  hawser,  and  rattled.  These  obstructions 
were  anchored  with  heavy  weights  at  intervals  of  about  every  10 
fathoms,  forming  a  very  serious  impediment  to  vessels  entering  the 
harbor.  These  were  evidently  washed  away  after  one  of  our  heavy 
gales  by  the  rope  twisting  and  untwisting  with  the  action  of  the  tide 
upon  them.  After  which  were  placed  a  series  of  large  logs,  to  which 
was  attached  a  network,  made  after  the  fashion  of  a  boarding  netting. 
Most  of  these  I  cut,  and  the  remainder  were  swept  away;  but  I  invari¬ 
ably  noticed,  no  sooner  were  one  set  of  obstructions  gone  than  another 
was  immediately  put  down,  showing  how  much  they  depended  on  keep¬ 
ing  the  channel  dosed,  knowing  as  long  as  they  could  keep  the  channel 
thus  obstructed  vessels  with  propellers  could  not  enter  without  being 
fouled,  and  materially  retard  them,  especially  in  action.  At  various 
times  while  on  scout  I  noticed  boats  at  work  inside  Fort  Sumter, 
apparently  laying  down  some  heavy  metal  substance,  which  1  distinctly 
heard  plunge  heavily  in  the  water.  And  at  times  I  noticed  a  small 
black  steamer  with  boats  carrying  out  lines  across  the  main  Ship 
Channel, 
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The  last  of  these  obstructions  which  were  laid  down  were  entirely 
unlike  the  others,  and  much  more  dangerous.  They  consisted  of  a  line 
of  buoys  made  of  palmetto  wood  of  about  3  to  4  feet  in  length,  and 
rounded  at  both  ends,  thus  rendering  them  nearly  undiscernible  at  any 
great  distance,  and  especially  at  night.  To  these  floats  or  buoys  were 
attached  a  7 -inch  hemp  hawser  by  two  heavy  iron  staples.  The  floats 
were  about  20  feet  apart,  and  at  intervals  were  anchored  with  heavy 
grapnels.  These  obstructions  ran  unlike  the  former  ones.  Commenc¬ 
ing  at  Sumter,  or  about  300  yards  from  the  fort,  ran  in  a  direct  line  to 
Battery  Bee,  on  Sullivan’s  Island,  across  the  main  Ship  Channel.  They 
consisted  of  detachments  of  about  20  to  25  fathoms  each,  having  on 
each  line  about  25  of  the  floats,  and  anchored  at  each  end  and  in  the 
center.  At  the  termination  of  each  set,  and  just  above  the  other,  but 
parallel  with  it,  commenced  a  similar  set,  and  like  anchored  at  ends 
and  center,  and  so  on  across  the  channel,  thus  forming  a  complete  set 
of  stairs.  The  intervening  space  between  each  set  was  about  30  to  50 
feet,  the  number  of  sets  about  60,  the  number  of  floats  I  judged  at  500, 
and  at  least  half  as  many  anchors  or  grapnels.  So  had  a  vessel  been 
able  to  pass  through  one  set,  she  was  most  certain  to  foul  the  next.  I 
just  discovered  these  last  obstructions  a  few  nights  after  the  sinking 
of  the  Patcvpsco ,  on  my  way  up  the  harbor.  I  went  a  little  nearer 
Sumter  than  usual;  as  the  night  was  dark  and  rainy,  I  was  among  them 
before  I  was  aware  of  it.  When  first  1  discovered  them  they  were 
just  awash,  and,  thinking  they  were  torpedoes,  I  approached  them 
cautiously.  I  fastened  on  one  of  them,  and  on  examination  I  saw  its 
character;  noticing  the  hawser  on  it,  I  followed  it  up,  and  soon  came  on 
the  next  float,  and  so  on  until  I  came  to  the  end,  which  was  anchored 
taut,  so  as  to  allow  as  little  play  as  possible.  I  followed  through  the 
entire  line  nearly.  I  at  once  set  about  cutting  them  adrift,  and  took 
as  many  as  1  could  carry  in  my  boat.  I  then  cut  them  indiscriminately 
until  I  had  cut  some  dozen  sets.  This  was  on  the  first  night  I  discovered 
them.  I  continued  cutting  them  nights  I  coidd  work  on  them  when 
the  weather  and  tide  would  allow,  until  I  succeeded  in  destroying  the 
greater  part  of  them,  but  no  sooner  had  I  done  this,  when  next  I 
visited  them  I  found  them  all  replaced,  and  they  continued  replacing 
them  nearly  as  fast  as  I  could  cut  them.  I  kept  at  them,  however, 
and  at  last  they  seemed  exhausted  in  their  endeavors  to  replace  them. 
They  then  put  on  a  guard  of  boats  to  row  back  and  forward  on  their 
line,  thus  rendering  it  almost  impossible  to  work  on  them.  I  watched 
my  chances,  and  cut  them.  I  brought  off  with  me  at  different  times 
some  thirty  of  these  buoys  and  a  large  quantity  of  the  hawser.  Seeing 
my  determination  to  destroy  these  obstructions,  they  seemed  equally 
determined  to  guard  them,  and  redoubled  their  guard,  thus  rendering 
it  almost  impossible  for  me  to  pass  their  line  and  enter  the  harbor,  and 
it  was  only  by  the  most  extreme  caution  I  could  accomplish  anything. 
I  now  turned  my  attention  to  dragging  for  torpedoes,  which  I  learned 
from  deserters  were  placed  in  large  numbers  in  and  around  these 
obstructions.  I  procured  about  75  fathoms  of  line,  to  which  I  attached 
sinkers  about  4  fathoms  apart,  and,  assisted  by  one  of  my  boats,  com¬ 
menced  dragging  the  main  Ship  Channel.  But  the  enemy  watched  so 
close,  together  with  the  very  strong  tide  which  runs  between  Sumter  and 
Moultrie,  I  was  unable  to  accomplish  anything,  though  I  fastened  on 
something  several  times  which  I  could  not  stir,  and  being  so  close 
under  the  batteries,  tugs  could  render  me  no  assistance.  I  found  no 
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torpedoes,  but  felt  satisfied  they  were  there,  and  had  I  not  been  watched 
so  close  I  am  certain  my  efforts  would  have  been  not  in  vain.  1  par¬ 
ticularly  watched  the  harbor  from  the  first  supposition  we  had  of  their 
evacuating  the  place,  but  discovered  nothing  new. 

On  the  day  after  the  evacuation,  the  19th  ultimo,  and  in  obedience 
to  your  order,  I  commenced  a  thorough  examination  of  the  harbor, 
with  a  view  to  ascertain  where  these  obstructions  and  where  torpedoes 
were  placed  that  might  deter  the  fieet  from  entering  the  harbor.  As 
I  stated  before,  1  found  the  line  of  buoys  and  hawsers  as  I  last  left 
them,  cut  in  many  places,  but  still  very  formidable  and  dangerous. 
Before  endeavoring  to  raise  any  of  these  obstructions  I  visited  the 
batterries  on  Sullivan’s  Island  to  see  where,  if  any,  wires  might  be 
connecting  with  torpedoes  in  the  channel,  as  I  had  information  from 
deserters  that  such  wTas  the  case;  found  none  in  the  batteries,  but 
found  some  leading  to  the  houses  back  of  Battery  Bee  and  Fort  Moul¬ 
trie.  I  traced  them  through  the  sand  to  the  beach,  and  from  their 
lead  I  was  certain  they  led  into  the  main  Ship  Channel.  These  wires, 
if  attached  to  torpedoes,  were  to  have  been  exploded  by  a  galvanic 
battery.  1  also  learned  from  deserters  that  there  were  on  Forts  Sum¬ 
ter,  Moultrie,  Bee,  and  other  batteries  torpedoes  constantly  ready 
for  planting  should  the  fleet  attempt  to  enter  the  harbor.  I  next 
visited  the  upper  harbor  as  far  up  as  abreast  of  the  dry  dock,  but  saw 
nothing  but  a  line  of  piles  across  the  Middle  Ground. 

On  the  23d,  24th,  and  25th  ultimo  1  was  engaged  dragging  the  har¬ 
bor  with  two  tugs,  the  Jonquil  and  Gladiolus ,  assisted  by  two  boats. 
I  dragged  the  main  Ship  Channel  thoroughly  and  found  a  torpedo 
near  the  wreck  of  the  Patapseo ;  it  was  made  of  a  keg  covered  with 
pitch,  and  having  a  percussion  fuze  at  either  end.  I  took  it  on  shore 
at  Fort  Moultrie  and  emptied  the  powder,  which  was  dry  and  in  good 
order,  and,  from  its  appearance,  it  had  not  been  down  long;  it  con¬ 
tained  about  100  pounds  of  powder.  I  next  proceeded  to  raise  the 
line  of  floats  and  hawser.  Assisted  by  the  tugs  and  boats,  I  raised 
some  twenty-five  anchors,  shaped  like  the  monitors’.  I  also  cut  the 
remaining  line  and  raised  all  the  floats  and  towed  them  on  shore.  In 
dragging  the  main  Ship  Channel  1  hooked  onto  some  heavy  object, 
but,  owing  to  its  weight,  I  could  not  raise  it.  Continued  my  search 
until  I  found  three;  buoyed  them.  I  now  visited  Battery  Bee  and 
found  three  wires  leading  to  thr^e  large  torpedoes  in  main  Ship  Chan¬ 
nel.  1  continued  dragging  the  harbor  up  to  the  5th  instant  and  found 
nothing  but  a  line  of  piles  across  the  Middle  Ground.  T  have  visited 
the  shore  and  rivers  up  to  date,  22d  March,  and  found  both  on  shore 
and  in  houses  large  numbers  of  torpedoes  ready  for  being  planted 
should  they  observe  any  movement  on  our  part  to  enter  the  harbor. 
A  few  hours  would  have  sufficed  to  have  studded  the  channel  with  them. 

But  from  all  I  have  seen,  there  have  been  large  numbers  of  torpe¬ 
does  placed,  and  during  the  time  I  was  engaged  scouting  the  harbor 
I  always  found  the  enemy  vigilant  in  the  extreme,  and  never  letting 
a  chance  pass  to  hinder  our  vessels  from  entering  the  harbor  by  placing 
all  manner  of  obstructions. 

1  am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Gifford, 

Acting  Master. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Charleston,  S.  C. ,  May  1,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  make  the  following-  report  in 
relation  to  the  time  I  have  been  employed  on  scout  duty  in  Charleston 
Harbor  and  vicinity  under  your  special  order.  I  commenced  August 
12,  1863,  and  was  employed  on  that  duty  until  February  18,  1865, 
which  time  this  place  was  evacuated,  which  makes  eighteen  months. 
Since  that  time  I  have  been  employed  in  taking  up  obstructions  and 
torpedoes  and  searching  for  various  kinds  of  ordnance. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Gifford, 

Acting  Master. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Charleston,  S.  C.,  August  8,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report  in  relation  to  the  torpedoes  which  I  have  discovered  in  the  city 
of  Charleston  and  its  vicinhy. 

In  one  house  on  the  bank  of  the  Ashley  River,  near  Chisolm’s  Mills, 
I  found  32,  and  all  the  conveniences  for  making  more.  Farther  up 
the  same  river,  in  two  houses,  1  found  13  in  one  house;  near  the  navy 
yard  4,  and  at  Mount  Pleasant  12.  These  were  all  small  casks  (as 
large  as  a  10-gallon  cask),  with  pieces  of  wood,  cone  shaped,  fastened 
to  both  ends,  and  covered  with  pitch.  Each  had  a  metallic  bouching 
for  a  fuze  in  the  bilge  of  the  cask. 

One  was  much  larger  than  the  rest,  with  five  fuze  bouchings,  and 
fitted  with  irons  to  secure  it  to  the  bow  of  some  ram  or  torpedo  boat. 

I  also  found,  on  the  wharf  near  the  dry  dock,  30  more  torpedoes, 
mostly  iron  ones,  and  fitted  for  rams  and  rafts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Gifford, 

Acting  Master ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Dichman,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag- Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Charleston  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  March  25,  1865. 

Additional  list  of  articles  pertaining  to  the  defenses  of  Charleston 
discovered  to-day: 

One  torpedo-frame  with  four  cast-iron  torpedoes;  six  cast-iron  tor¬ 
pedoes  on  a  wharf,  some  fuzed  and  ready  for  use.  Oyster  shells  and 
barnacles  on  the  torpedoes  indicate  that  they  had  been  submerged  for 
some  time.  Twenty  cast-iron  torpedoes  in  an  adjacent  shed.  Large 
quantities  of  wire  cable  for  galvanic  batteries.  Torpedo  boiler  (con¬ 
tents  51.5  cubic  feet)  fitted  with  cast-iron  beds.  Farther  up  the 
Cooper  River  were  found  two  new  torpedo  boats,  one  nearly  finished, 
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with  her  machinery  on  board;  also  the  wreck  of  an  iron  clacl,  the  top 
of  the  casemate  being  3  feet  above  low  water,  and  88  feet  long. 
Respectfully, 

E.  J.  Diciiman, 

Ensign,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Hanson,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Jonquil, 

Charleston ,  March  13,  1865. 

Sir:  1  respectfully  report  the  amount  of  work  performed  by  this 
vessel  in  four  days  at  the  obstructions  between  Fort  Sumter  and  Moul¬ 
trie,  which  amounted  in  removing  from  the  channel  80  logs,  3  feet  in 
length,  in  sections  of  four  each,  and  to  every  section  there  was 
attached  20  fathoms  of  8.inch  hemp  hawser,  every  section  being  sep¬ 
arately  anchored  with  a  heavy  grapnel;  also  one  torpedo  20  yards 
south' of  the  Patapsco,  with  60  pounds  of  powder  in  a  perfectly  dry 
state. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  Hanson, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Center,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Laburnum, 

Charleston  Harbor,  March  13,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  February,  in  obedience  to  orders, 
commenced  to  remove  the  obstructions  between  Mount  Pleasant  and 
Fort  Sumter,  which  consisted  of  a  7-inch  hemp  rope  about  12  fathoms 
in  length,  buoyed  up  with  pine  logs  at  every  4  fathoms,  and  anchored 
with  a  cast-iron  anchor,  weighing  about  150  pounds  each.  The  num¬ 
ber  removed  by  this  vessel  was  12. 

The  anchors  were  put  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina .  the 
ropes  were  cut  from  the  logs  in  obedience  to  oideis  and  the  logs 
thrown  overboard.  Part  of  the  rope  still  lemains  on  boaid  of  this 
vessel;  the  remainder  has  been  disposed  of  in  obedience  to  orders. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Sturgis  Center, 
Acting  Ensign,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, _ 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Boughton,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Gladiolus, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  March  1 ,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  in  regard  to  the 
obstructions  between  Fort  Sumter  and  Sullivan’s  Island: 

They  consisted  of  pine  logs  4  feet  long,  with  a  7-inch  hemp  hawser 
fastened  to  them  with  iron  staples.  The  logs  were  3  fathoms  from  one 
to  the  other,  and  an  average  of  five  logs  attached  to  one  hawser. 
They  were  anchored  with  a  cast-iron  grapnel  of  200  pounds  weight. 
They  were  scattered  two-thirds  of  the  way  across  from  Fort  Sumter 
to  Sullivan’s  Island.  I  cleared  away  about  100  with  this  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Boughton, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding , 
Lieutenant-Commander  J.  M.  Bradford, 

Fleet  Captain ,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Hanson,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  obstructions  and  torpedoes  in 

Ashley  River. 


U.  S.  S.  Jonquil, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  S.  C. ,  June  J,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  5th  of  March,  I  proceeded 
up  Ashley  River,  accompanied  by  two  boats  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Home 
to  drag  the  river  for  torpedoes  and  other  obstructions  that  might 
retard  the  progress  of  vessels.  On  arriving  otf  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
I  commenced  dragging  and  soon  hooked  on  to  something  which  the 
boats  could  not  stir.  I  then  put  over  the  quarters  of  the  Jonquil  a 
heavy  3-inch  hemp  line,  to  which  was  attached  a  large  50-pound  grap- 
nel,  and  staited  up  the  liver.  I  soon  hooked  on  the  obstructions  but 
was  unable  to  stir  it.  I  then  took  the  lines  forward  and  took  it  to 
the  windlass  and  hove  on  it.  It  came  slowly,  but  owing  to  the  great 
weight  it  broke,  and  on  portions  of  it  being  brought  up  proved  to  be 
a  framework  of  pine  logs,  spiked  together  with  heavy  iron  spikes. 
Its  form,  from  what  I  saw  of  it,  was  square  and  about  20  to  30  feet 
square,  having  its  center  filled  up  with  heavy  planks  and  bolted  to  the 
logs.  On  each  end  of  the  frame  was  placed  a  torpedo,  made  of  iron 
and  conical,  having  on  their  bottom  four  flanges  for  bolts  and  nuts’ 
which  were  riveted  to  the  logs.  The  torpedoes  were  capable  of  hold¬ 
ing-  from  30  to  40  pounds  of  powder  each,  having  a  percussion  fuze, 
to  be  ignited  by  sulphuric  acid  in  a  glass  vial.  This  framework  was 
sunk  with  stones,  and  at  low  water  was  about  2  feet  below  the  surface 
and  about  8  feet  at  high  water.  These  obstructions  were  placed  in 
the  channel  and  were  very  dangerous,  and  should  a  vessel  attempt  to 
enter  the  river  she  must  have  been  destroyed.  I  continued  dragging- 
toi  the  rest  of  this  work,  and  succeeded  in  pulling  it  to  pieces.  On 
the  following  day,  the  6th,  I  proceeded  up  to  the  same  place  and  com¬ 
menced  dragging  again  in  the  same  manner.  I  had  proceeded  but  a 
veiy  short  distance,  when  I  hooked  on  to  another  frame.  It  was  situ- 
atecl  about  100  yards  farther  up  the  river  and  a  little  to  the  rio-ht  of 
the  last.  I  proceeded  as  before  to  heave  them  up,  which  I  succeeded 
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in  doing  in  this  manner:  I  secured  three  of  the  torpedoes  in  dragging; 
the  logs  became  separated.  I  hooked  on  to  the  log  which  had  the 
fourth  one  on,  but  the  log  came  up  with  the  end,  not  having  the 
torpedo  on.  I  hoisted  it  to  the  bows  of  the  steamer  and  started  for 
shore.  On  shoaling  the  water,  the  torpedo  being  down,  struck  the 
bottom  and  exploded  directly  under  and  about  amidships  of  the 
steamer.  Its  force  was  so  great  as  to  raise  the  boilers  5  inches  from 
their  bed  and  knocked  nine  men  overboard  and  completely  Hooded  the 
vessel.  One  of  the  men  was  standing  on  the  berth  deck  at  the  time 
of  the  explosion,  and  its  force  was  so  great  as  to  throw  him  up  against 
the  deck  and  split  his  head  open,  and  the  engineer  on  watch  had  his 
back  severely  hurt  by  the  concussion.  At  the  time  of  the  explosion, 
1  was  in  about  10  feet  of  water,  and  had  it  been  any  shoaler  the  vessel 
would  have  been  entirely  destroyed.  Every  movable  thing  was 
thrown  down,  doors  shattered,  windows  all  broken,  and  all  light 
work  started.  The  howitzer  forward  was  upset  and  three  beams  were 
badly  sprung.  The  steam  gauge  and  condenser  were  broken  and 
nearly  all  the  lighter  machinery  was  disabled.  The  hull  of  the  vessel, 
however,  I  found  on  examination,  was  not  materially  damaged. 

On  the  following  day  I  started  up  the  river  again  and  commenced 
dragging  again.  1  found  another  set  similar  to  the  others  and  situ¬ 
ated  directly  opposite  the  other.  I  dragged  until  I  had  secured  all 
the  torpedoes  and  torn  the  logs  asunder,  thus  effectually  destroying 
that  set  of  obstructions.  From  the  positions  they  were  placed  the 
three  frames  formed  a  triangle;  thus,  had  a  vessel  escaped  the  first 
set  she  would  very  likely  have  fouled  one  of  the  three  others.  Far¬ 
ther  up  the  river  I  found  a  similar  set,  but  found  no  torpedoes;  I 
dragged  it  to  pieces.  I  then  dragged  up  the  river  and  on  both  sides 
as  far  as  Wappoo  Cut,  but  found  nothing  of  a  serious  nature.  The 
number  of  torpedoes  I  took  up  on  these  obstructions  was  twelve,  all 
iron  and  alike,  fitted  with  vials  of  sulphuric  acid. 

Very  respectfully, 

Charles  H.  Hanson, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Statement  of  William  Smith,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  for  the  last  twenty  years  a 
resident  of  Charleston,  S.  C.,  taken  June  2,  1865. 

Assisted  in  putting  down  obstructions  about  two  months  after  the 
surrender  of  Fort  Sumter  in  1861. 

First  put  down  rope  obstructions.  These  were  at  first  in  a  single 
length,  1£  miles  long.  In  this  way,  though  put  down  twice,  they  were 
not  found  to  stand  more  than  one  tide  before  being  carried  away. 

They  were  then  cut  into  lengths  of  170  feet  each  and  anchored  in 
two  rows  across  the  channel  from  the  breakwater  near  Battery  Bee  to 

Fort  Sumter.  . 

Each  length  of  170  feet  consisted  of  three  pieces  ot  hawser  18  inches 
apart  and  ratlined  every  18  inches  with  cotton-bale  strapping.  1  he 
plane  of  the  three  hawsers  was  intended  to  be  vertical,  the  upper  one 
being  4-inch,  the  middle  7-inch,  and  the  lower  9-inch. 
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Between  the  upper  and  the  middle  ones,  at  intervals  of  30  feet,  tur¬ 
pentine  barrels  were  secured  horizontally. 

At  one  end  the  three  hawsers  were  brought  together,  forming  an 
eye,  to  which  a  light  mooring  chain  was  secured. 

The  anchor  used  was  that  known  as  the  obstruction  anchor,  with  5 
arms. 

Understood  that  previous  to  this  obstructions  consisting  of  single 
logs  chained  together  had  been  placed  across  the  channel,  but  were 
very  soon  washed  away. 

About  the  summer  of  1862  assisted  in  putting  down  booms  of  rail¬ 
road  iron. 

Each  boom  consisted  of  9  square  logs,  12  inches  by  12  inches  by  20 
feet,  connected  together  in  three  layers  by  an  iron  band  at  each  end 
and  bolted  with  treenails. 

At  a  distance  of  3  feet  from  each  end  of  the  middle  log,  in  the  bot¬ 
tom  layer  an  iron  band  went  around  it,  to  which  was  attached  one  large 
and  three  or  four  small  links  of  chain.  Through  the  bottom  link  was 
put  the  iron  traverse  that  held  the  bar  of  railroad  iron. 

Each  bar  had  a  large  iron  loop  bolted  into  each  end. 

The  booms,  as  thus  described,  were  connected  together  in  pairs  by 
a  link  through  the  loops.  The  pairs  were  then  connected  together 
into  sections  of  12  booms,  a  single  shackle  connecting  each  pair.  These 
sections  were  then  moored  across  the  channel  just  above  (westward) 
the  rope  obstructions  from  near  Battery  Bee  toward  Sumter. 

The  first  section  toward  Bee  was  secured  at  one  end  by  a  large  anchor 
placed  about  50  yards  from  the  breakwater,  and  the  end  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Sumter  moored  with  two  mushrooms.  The  second  section  was 
then  shackled  on  and  the  end  secured  with  one  mushroom,  the  third 
section  with  two  mushrooms,  the  fourth  section  with  one,  and  so  on. 
The  last  section  toward  Sumter  was  secured  by  a  large  anchor  at  the 
end  and  a  mushroom  at  the  fourth  boom  from  the  end. 


Since  stating  the  above,  I  learn  from  one  who  was  engaged  in  it 
that  boom  obstructions  with  the  railroad  iron  through  the  middle  were 
put  down  before  the  rope  obstructions. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  correct. 

William  Smith. 

I  certify  that  the  above  statement  was  made  in  my  presence,  and 
that  the  dimensions  and  mode  of  construction  of  the  booms  were  veri¬ 
fied  by  comparison  with  such  parts  as  are  now  in  our  possession. 

E.  Orville  Matthews, 
Lieutenant-  Commander  and  Aid. 
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W illiam  Smith  further  states  that  their  own  vessels  were  continually 
being  caught  in  the  rope  obstructions,  and  mentions  the.  following 
cases  that  he  knew  of: 

The  side-wheel  steamer  Etiwan  drifted  on  the  obstructions  and 
upon  starting  her  engines  the  obstructions  caught  and  stopped  her 
wheels. 

The  side-wheel  steamer  Chesterfield ,  while  steaming  up  against  an  ebb 
tide,  got  amongst  the  obstructions,  and  although  she  was  some  10  yards 
from  them,  they  were  drawn  in  on  either  side  and  stopped  the  wheels 
until  they  were  cut  away  aud  the  barrels  broken  up. 

Palmetto  State,  ironclad  screw  gunboat,  while  going  down  the  har¬ 
bor,  just  after  the  Keokuk  was  struck,  caught  them  in  her  propeller 
and  had  to  anchor  in  order  to  clear  it.  _ 

One  of  the  blockade  runners  (a  propeller)  was  going  out  of  the  har¬ 
bor,  when  she  caught  on  these  obstructions  which  stopped  her  engine, 
so  that  she  could  neither  go  ahead  nor  back,  ana  had  to  be  towed  back 
to  the  city  and  put  in  dry  dock,  when  it  was  found  that  the  rope  had 
worked  into  the  journal. 

E.  Orville  Matthews, 

Lieutewmt-  Commander  and  Aid. 


Examination  of  Mr.  M.  M.  Gray,  late  captain  of  Engineers  in  the  Confederate  service, 
taken  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia,  April  11,  1865,  by  Acting ‘Ensign  Walter 
Cooper. 

Question  1.  What  is  your  name  and  nativity  ? 

Answer.  M.  M.  Gray;  Wilmington,  Del. 

Question  2.  Were  you  employed  by  the  rebel  Government? 

Answer.  I  was;  held  a  commission  (written)  as  captain  of  engineers,  dated  May, 
1862. 


Question  3.  When  did  you  commence  your  duties 


« 


Answer.  Previous  to  December,  1862.  I  was  on  General  Rams  staff  when  I 
entered  on  my  duties  here,  General  Beauregard,  commanding.  At  this  time  there 
were  no  torpedoes  here,  nor  any  put  down.  They  had  just  finished  putting  down 
the  railroad  iron  boom,  which  was  placed  between  Sumter  and  Moultne  by  a  Doctor 
Shivers.  I  do  not  think  it  was  wholly  in  place  when  Admiral  Du  Pont  made  Ins 
attack  nart  of  it  being  gone.  It  was  not  replaced. 

Afterwards,  shortly  after  the  attack  of  7th  April,  a  rope  obstruction  was  put  down 
all  in  one  niece  floated  by  spirit  casks,  which  1  helped  to  put  down  about  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  May.  (Note:  It  is  certain  that  there  were  some  kind  ol  rope  obstructions  in 
place  when  the  attack  of  7th  April  occurred,) 
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There  were  heavy  anchors  at  each  end,  and  intermediate  anchors  50  feet  apart. 
These  rope  obstructions  were  followed  shortly  after  the  Federal  landing  on  Morris 
Island  by  the  obstructions  in  sections,  such  as  are  now  taken  up.  They  were  made 
by  me,  and  put  down  by  Captain  John  Fraser  Mathewes.  When  any  were  found 
missing  by  day,  they  would  be  replaced  the  succeeding  night. 

They  were  made  so  that  the  part  floating  on  the  water  was  50  feet  long,  one  line 
on  each  side  of  the  float,  five  floats  to  each  section,  anchored  by  a  single  part,  having 
six  hangers  to  the  line  on  each  side  of  the  float,  making  12  to  each  section.  The 
size  of  the  ropes  used  to  the  section  was  6  ar  d  7  inches. 

All  those  made  by  me  had  the  floats  between  the  two  ropes.  After  my  arrest 
they  were  made  with  single  ropes,  and  the  same  kind  of  float.  These  were  stretched 
between  Sumter  and  Moultrie,  on  the  line  of  the  first  chain  obstructions. 

There  were  two  lines  of  them,  each  100  feet  apart;  the  lines  of  the  sections  were 
60  feet  apart  on  each  line,  and  were  often  found  removed,  when  they  were  replaced 
immediately. 

Question  4.  When  did  you  begin  to  put  down  torpedoes? 

Answer.  None  were  down  in  December,  1862,  but  began  to  put  them  down  in 
February,  1863.  These  were  frame  torpedoes,  and  were  put  down  in  Ashley  River, 
Hog  Island  Channel,  and  Castle  Pinckney  Channel.  I  also  put  down  the  electric 
torpedo  a  short  time  before  Admiral  Du  Pont’s  attack.  (This  is  one  that  the  Iron¬ 
sides  is  said  to  have  been  over. )  I  put  down  four  frames  with  3  and  4  torpedoes  on 
each.  No  more  were  put  down  until  the  attack  on  Morris  Island.  That  night,  for 
the  first  time,  commenced  to  put  down  floating  barrel  torpedoes. 

Put  down  upward  of  20  across  Cooper  River  from  Broad  street  to  Shute’s  Folly; 
also  15  in  front  of  the  rope  obstructions  between  Sumter  and  Moultrie — there  may 
have  been  more  than  that — all  of  which  were  barrel  torpedoes. 

The  third  night  put  down  2  electric  torpedoes  on  a  line  with  Sumter  and  the  Mid¬ 
dle  Ground,  taking  the  wire  into  Battery  Bee. 

Continued  to  replace  the  barrel  torpedoes  and  put  down  others,  some  of  which  were 
in  the  rear  of  the  rope  obstructions  and  some  in  Hog  Island  Channel.  One  rebel 
transport  steamer,  the  Marion,  was  sunk  in  the  Ashley  the  night  before  the  attack  on 
Sumpter  (7th  April,  1863)  by-  one  of  the  torpedoes,  and  another,  the  Hetiwan 
\EtiwanT],  was  run  on  shore  near  Johnson,  one  having  exploded  under  her  and  she 
being  in  a  sinking  condition,  and  next  morning,  some  time  in  May  or  June,  the  bat¬ 
teries  on  Morris  Island  opened  on  her.  After  the  attack  on  Morris  Island,  and  after 
it  was  evacuted,  continued  to  put  down  floating  torpedoes.  At  that  time  so  many 
were  down  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  come  into  the  harbor,  which  was 
in  J uly  or  August,  1863.  The  rebels  felt  sure  of  the  action  of  these  torpedoes  and 
the  rope  obstructions. 

I  communicated  with  General  Beauregard  on  the  business. 

Question  5.  Did  you  ever  hear  General  Beauregard  anything  of 
the  defenses  of  the  place  ? 

Answer.  General  Beauregard  considered  they  were  impregnable.  At  one  time, 
when  it  was  thought  the  Union  fleet  was  coming  in  the  harbor,  they  took  the  block¬ 
ade  runners,  cotton  clad  their  boilers,  and  placed  torpedoes  on  them,  and  also  on 
small  boats. 


Question  6.  Where  were  you  when  we  landed  on  Morris  Island? 


Answer.  Was  in  Charleston  that  morning. 

Question  7.  Did  you  go  to  Morris  Island,  and  when? 

Answer.  Went  down  the  evening  the  Union  forces  landed. 


Question  8.  Did  you  go  into  Wagner? 

Answer  I  went  into  Wagner  after  dark.  There  were  not  over  500  men  in  the 
work  at  the  time.  I  remained  in  Wagner  until  after  the  attack  was  over  the  next 
morning.  Reinforcements  arrived  during  the  attack  and  took  part  in  the  repulse  of 
our  troops.  Had  the  Union  forces  followed  up  the  rebels,  no  stand  would  have  been 
made,  borne  of  the  troops  passed  directly  by  the  fort  and  left  the  island,  but  thev 
were  rallied  and  got  into  Wagner  that  day. 

Question  9.  How  many  men  had  you  employed  in  manufacturing 
torpedoes  ?  ‘ 


Answer.  From  20  to  60,  black  and  white. 
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Question  10.  Did  you  make  the  fuzes,  or  were  they  furnished  to  you  ? 

Answer.  The  brass  work  was  furnished,  the  combustible  part  filled  in  here. 


Question  11.  Do  you  recognize  these  fuzes  as  having  been  used  in 
your  department? 

Answer.  I  recognize  the  one  marked  “A”  as  the  one  commonly  used,  and  began 
to  use  those  marked  “B”  in  July.  The  ones  marked  “L”  and 4  are  Major  Lee’s 
fuzes  for  copper  topedoes,  to  be  used  on  torpedo  vessels. 

Question  12.  Is  the  collection  of  letters  really  what  it  purports  to 
be,  viz,  copies  of  your  official  correspondence? 

Answer.  I  recognize  the  letters  as  copies  of  my  correspondence. 

Question  13.  From  whom  did  you  receive  directions  about  putting 
down  torpedoes,  and  the  kind  to  be  put  down  ? 

Answer.  General  Beauregard,  who  said  he  had  more  reliance  in  one  torpedo  than 
five  10-inch  columbiads. 


Question  14.  Did  you  furnish  the  torpedoes  for  the  torpedo  boats 
and  ironclads? 

Answer.  No;  Captain  D.  H.  [Francis  D.?]  Lee,  of  the  Engineers,  furnished  them. 

Question  15.  About  what  time  did  your  functions  cease  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  your  arrest? 

Answer.  August  28,  1864;  and  I  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  business  since. 

Question  16.  Did  you  remove  the  rope  obstructions  between  Sumter 
and  Moultrie  after  the  entrance  of  the  United  States  Squadron,  and 
how  many  sections  were  there? 

Answer.  I  did,  with  tugs  and  boats,  taking  up  226  sections,  and  have  removed  some 
since.  I  cut  them  loose  from  their  floats  and  let  them  go. 

Question  IT.  How  many  torpedoes  did  you  remove,  and  of  what 
kind  ? 


Answer.  From  between  Sumter  and  Moultrie,  4  (floating);  Ashley  River  16  (sta¬ 
tionary  frames) ;  Wando  River,  6  (floating) .  In  front  of  Pinckney,  2  (floating).  One 
exploded  within  15  feet  of  the  Jonquil ,  on  her  starboard  side  (frame  torpedo).  The 
third  electric  torpedo  was  put  down  shortly  after  my  arrest  by  Captain  E.  P.  Bryan. 


Question  18.  Why  did  they  not  operate  against  our  monitors  with 
their  torpedo  boats? 

Answer.  They  knew  of  the  spars  and  netting  used  by  them. 

Question  19.  Have  you  visited  the  establishment  where  the  torpe¬ 
does  were  made  since  the  evacuation  ? 


Answer.  I  have;  there  were  20  or  30  torpedoes  there  then,  but  since  that  I  was 
there  and  only  found  5  or  6. 


Charleston  Harbor,  April  11,  1865 . 

Personally  appeared  before  me  M.  M.  Gray,  who,  upon  being  duly 
sworn,  deposes  that  the  foregoing  evidence  is  correct  and  as  given  by 

kjm'  Jos.  M.  Bradford, 

Fleet  Captain. 


M.  M.  Gray. 

In  presence  of — 

Walter  Cooper, 

Acting  Ensign,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 
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Examination  of  Robert  Thompson,  taken  by  Acting  Ensign  Walter  Cooper,  on  board  U.  S. 

Flagship  Philadelphia,  March  23,  1865. 

Question  No.  1.  What  is  your  hamei 

Answer.  Robert  Thompson. 

Question  No.  2.  Nativity? 

Answer.  Norfolk,  Va. 

Question  No.  3.  Were  you  emplo}7ed  in  preparing  and  putting  down 
torpedoes  in  this  harbor? 

Answer.  Was  detailed  as  a  carpenter  to  work  in  the  department,  and  assisted  in 
putting  them  down  in  Tugadoo  River  [Togodo  Creek], 

Question  No.  4.  Describe  them. 

Answer.  The  torpedoes  were  barrel  torpedoes,  large  beer  barrels;  two  cones  of 
pine,  17  inches  long,  were  placed  on  the  ends,  so  that  the  current  would  not  affect 
them  or  tumble  them  over.  Pitch  was  put  on  the  inside,  poured  through  the  bung,  and 
the  barrels  rolled  over  so  as  to  make  it  even  on  the  inside,  and  were  pitched  on  the 
outside  as  well;  60  pounds  of  powder  were  placed  in  them.  (He  identified  the  kinds 
of  fuze  used,  and  showed  the  ones  used  in  putting  down  the  last  lot;  two  other  kinds 
he  did  not  recognize,  had  never  used  them  in  his  department. ) 

Question  No.  5.  How  long  is  it  since  the  fuzes  of  recent  construc¬ 
tion  were  used? 

Answer.  The  old  kind  of  fuzes  had  been  used  all  along  until  the  last  four  months 
or  so,  when  the  ones  of  recent  construction  were  sent  up  from  Savannah,  and  they 
took  the  places  of  the  older  ones. 

Question  No.  6.  How  long  employed  in  this  business? 

Answer.  Entered  on  the  work  in  the  department  6th  March,  1864. 

Question  No.  7.  Did  you  put  them  down  by  day  or  night? 

Answer.  Went  at  night  to  place  the  torpedoes. 

Question  No.  8.  Have  you  put  down  any  between  Sumter  and 
Moultrie? 

Answer.  Put  16  down  between  Sumter  and  Moultrie. 

Question  No.  9.  What  kind  were  they? 

Answer.  Were  barrel  torpedoes,  60  pounds  each. 

Question  No.  10.  Where  did  you  place  them,  and  how  many  were 
there? 

Answer.  Were  placed  outside  the  rope  obstructions. 

Question  No.  11.  Have  you  put  down  any  other  torpedoes,  and 
where? 

Answer.  Put  down  seven  torpedoes  in  Hog  Island  Channel,  in  a  line  from  Battery 
Bee  to  Ripley. 

Question  No.  12.  Have  you  been  employed  in  endeavoring  to  get 
up  and  remove  the  torpedoes  which  you  put  down  in  this  harbor? 

Answer.  Plave  been  employed  in  endeavoring  to  get  up  the  torpedoes  put  down  in 
the  harbor. 

Question  No.  13.  How  many  did  you  get  up? 

Answer.  Saw  one  which  the  Jonquil  picked  up,  and  the  monitor  got  another; 
thinks  there  are  twelve  more  where  this  one  was  picked  up.  The  drags  would 
encounter  something,  but  slip  off,  and  they  could  not  recover  them. 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


415 


Question  No.  14.  Was  your  work  principally  executed  previous  to 
the  17th  March  (when  the  Bibb  struck  a  torpedo)? 

Answer.  The  work  of  dragging  for  torpedoes  was  done  previous  to  the  17tli  March, 
previously  to  the  Bibb’s  being  struck. 

Question  No.  15.  Were  any  struck  and  exploded  b}r  vessels  while 
endeavoring-  to  get  them  up? 

Answer.  Does  not  know  of  any  being  exploded  by  vessels  endeavoring  to  get  them 
up,  except  at  Savannah;  and  one  vessel  sunk  here. 

Question  No.  16.  Do  you  know  who  ordered  those  to  be  put  down 
between  Sumter  and  Moultrie  in  January? 

Answer.  Heard  that  General  Hardee  ordered  the  torpedoes  to  be  put  down  in 
January. 

Question  No.  17.  How  do  you  know  it  was  General  Hardee’s  order  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Simons  told  him  that  it  was  the  order  of  General  Hardee  to  put 
the  torpedoes  down. between  Sumter  and  Moultrie. 

Question  No.  IS.  What  was  supposed  to  be  General  Hardee’s  reason 
for  that  order  ? 


Answer.  The  reason  of  the  order  was  that  a  supposed  attack  was  to  he  made  on 
the  city. 

Question  No.  19.  Have  you  been  engaged  in  the  preparation  of 
torpedoes,  and  what  time? 

Answer.  Have  been  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  these  torpedoes  since  March, 
1864. 

Question  No.  20.  Where  was  the  establishment  in  which  you 
worked? 


Answer.  The  establishment  was  at  the  foot  of  Hazel  street,  Cooper  River.  The 
shells  from  your  guns  caused  it  to  be  removed  to  the  foot  of  Broad  street,  Ashley 
River.  Captain  M.  M.  Gray  had  charge  of  the  work,  and  employed  him  on  the 
carpenter  work. 

Question  No.  21.  M  ere  there  antT  other  kind  of  torpedoes  at  Hazel 
street  when  you  began  work  there? 

Answer  There  were  copper  torpedoes  at  Hazel  street  when  he  went  to  work  there, 
to  be  used  on  the  bows  of  vessels.  Some  cast-iron  ones  of  different  sizes,  and  a 
boiler  torpedo  on  the  wharf.  No  cast-iron  torpedoes  were  put  down  in  the  river 
after  he  came.  Sixteen  barrel  torpedoes  were  placed  in  the  Stono  about  six  weeks 
before  the  Patapsco  was  sunk. 

Question  No.  22.  Why  was  Captain  Gray  removed  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment? 


Answer  Does  not  know  for  what  reason  Captain  Gray  was  removed;  various 
rumors  were  in  circulation  that  he  had  been  speculating  on  the  Government  Cap- 
tain  Bryan  was  a  successful  operator  with  torpedoes  in  Florida,  and  was  a  particular 
friend  of  General  Beauregard,  which  may  have  been  the  reason. 

Question  No.  23.  Were  there  any  on  hand  there  when  the  rebels 
left? 

Answer.  There  were  a  good  many  torpedoes  left  there  by  the  rebels  in  various 
stages  of  completion;  12  filled,  and  anchors  near  them  in  the  yard  of  the  place;  b 
were  for  the  Charleston  and  some  were  ordered  for  rivers  toward  Georgetown. 

Question  No.  24.  Were  there  any  orders  given  to  have  some  got 
ready  for  the  rebel  ironclad  Charleston ,  and  for  what  purpose? 

Answer.  The  ones  for  the  Charleston  were  for  her  to  lay  behind  her  as  she  went 
up  the  river,  supposing  our  boats  which  came  after  her  would  come  m  contact  with 
them  (the  rebel  boats)  up  the  river. 
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Question  No.  25.  Were  the  torpedoes  intended  to  be  kept  down 
habitually,  or  only  just  before  they  were  wanted? 

Answer.  Generally  40  or  50  were  kept  on  hand  to  be  used  when  called  for,  and  they 
would  be  sent  away  as  they  were  wanted.  After  the  line  was  finished  across  the 
Hog  Island  Channel  a  line  was  to  be  laid  from  Johnson  to  Pinckney.  Some  torpe¬ 
does  were  destroyed  at  the  Northeastern  Railroad  depot. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  March  39,  1865. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Robert  Thompson,  who,  upon  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  that  the  foregoing  testimony  is  true  and  as  given 
by  him. 

J.  M.  Bradford, 

Fleet  Captain. 

Robert  Thompson. 

In  presence  of — 

Walter  Cooper, 

Acting  Ensign ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Examination  of  Francis  Wood,  taken  by  Acting  Ensign  Walter  Cooper,  on  board  U.  S.  flag¬ 
ship  Philadelphia,  March  28,  1865. 


Question  No.  1.  What  is  your  name? 

Answer.  Francis  Wood. 


Question  No.  2.  Nativity? 

Answer.  Born  in  Charleston. 

Question  No.  3.  Were  you  employed  in  preparing  and  putting  down 
torpedoes  in  the  harbor? 

Answer.  Had  been  employed  in  building  torpedoes,  but  had  put  them  down  only 
on  two  occasions. 

Question  No.  4.  Describe  them. 

Answer.  The  torpedoes  made  were  constructed  from  lager-beer  barrels,  tarred 
inside  and  outside  with  boiled  pitch,  tar,  and  rosin.  A  cone  was  placed  on  the 
extremities  of  the  barrels,  which  held  about  60  and  65  pounds  of  coarse  cannon  pow¬ 
der.  Sensitive  fuze  plugs  were  used.  [He  was  here  shown  samples  of  fuzes  taken 
from  the  torpedo  barrels  and  pointed  out  one  of  them  of  the  latest  construction, 
length  outside  being  3  inches,  marked  “  B,”  other  kind  marked  “A.”]  One  fuze, 
called  Lee’s  fuze,  was  intended  to  be  used  in  the  copper  torpedoes  placed  at  the 
bows  of  vessels;  two  fuzes  he  had  never  seen. 

Question  No.  5.  How  long  is  it  since  those  of  recent  construction 
were  used? 

Answer.  About  six  weeks  previous  to  the  sinking  of  the  Patapsco.  • 

Question  No.  6.  How  long  employed  in  this  business? 

Answer.  Had  been  employed  from  nine  months  to  a  year. 

Question  No.  T.  Did  you  put  them  down  by  day  or  by  night? 

Answer.  In  the  putting  down  of  the  torpedoes  dark  nights  wTere  always  selected, 
using  a  yawl  boat  for  the  purpose,  carrying  three  or  four  torpedoes,  taking  from  half 
an  hour  to  an  hour  to  put  down  the  four. 

Question  No.  8.  Have  you  put  down  any  between  Sumter  and 
Moultrie? 


Answer.  The  place  was  between  Sumter  and 
two  forts,  outside  the  rope  obstructions. 


Moultrie,  nearly  on  a  line  with  the 
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Question  No.  9.  What  kind  were  they  ? 

Answer.  Barrel  torpedoes  were  the  only  kind  his  department  used. 

Question  No.  10.  Where  did  you  place  them,  and  how  many  were 
they  ? 

Answer.  Between  Sumter  and  Moultrie — 16  of  them. 

Question  No.  11.  Have  you  put  down  any  other  torpedoes,  and 
where  ? 


Answer.  Other  torpedoes  were  placed  on  a  line  with  Battery  Bee  and  Fort  Ripley. 

Question  No.  12.  Have  you  been  employed  in  endeavoring  to  get 
up  and  remove  the  torpedoes  which  you  put  down  in  this  harbor? 

Answer.  Has  been  employed  in  getting  up  the  torpedoes  which  lie  placed  in  the 
harbor  since  the  22d  [of]  February. 


Question  No.  13.  How  many  did  you  get  up? 

Answer.  Recovered  three  or  four  the  first  week.  The  sweep  encountered  some¬ 
thing  which  we  had  reason  to  believe  were  torpedoes,  as  it  was  on  the  spot. where 
they  were  laid,  but  the  chain  slipped  and  we  could  not  recover  them. 

Question  No.  14.  Was  your  work  principally  executed  previous  to 
the  17th  of  March  (when  the  Bibb  struck  a  torpedo)? 


Answer.  Yes;  had  dragged  the  ground  unsuccessfully  where  the  Bibb  struck  pre¬ 
viously  to  the  accident. 

Question  No.  15.  Do  you  know  who  ordered  those  to  be  put  down 
between  Sumter  and  Moultrie  in  January? 

Answer.  The  torpedoes -were  placed  between  Sumter  and  Moultrie  in  January  by 
order  of  General  Hardee. 

Question  No.  16.  How  do  you  know  it  was  General  Hardee’s  order? 

Answer.  An  order  came  from  General  Hardee’s  headquarters  for  Captain  Simons 
to  come  up  there,  and  when  he  returned  he  said  he  had  received  orders  to  place 
torpedoes  between  Sumter  and  Moultrie,  Johnson  and  Ripley,  and  in  the  Hog  island 
Channel,  and  he  directed  them  to  be  prepared. 

Question  No.  17.  What  was  supposed  to  be  General  Hardee’s  reason 
for  that  order  ? 


Answer  General  Hardee’s  reason  for  this,  according  to  Captain  Simons  statement, 
was  that  he  expected  an  attack  on  the  city  in  a  few  days  This  was  m  the  same 
month  in  which  the  Patapsco  was  sunk  and  previous  to  it.  They  were  put  down 
about  a  week  before  the  night  of  the  16th,  when  the  Patapsco  was  blown  up.  The 
last  of  the  16  were  put  down  the  same  night  of  the  sinking  of  the  1  atapsco . 

Question  No.  18.  Have  you  been  engaged  in  the  preparation  of 
torpedoes,  and  at  what  time  ? 

Answer.  Was  engaged  in  putting  down  torpedoes  since  April,  1864;  from  that 
time  up  to  the  evacuation. 

Question  No.  19.  Where  was  the  establishment  in  which  you  worked? 

Answer.  The  workshop  was  at  the  foot  of  Hazel  street  when  he  first  entered  on 
the  business  known  as  Savannah  Steam  Packet  Wharf  Cooper  River  On  account 
of  danger  from  our  shells,  the  shop  was  removed  to  foot  of  Bioad  street,  on  the 
Ashley?  Captain  Gray  had  charge  of  the  department  when  he  first  went  there  and 
employed  them  in  building  them. 

Question  No.  20.  How  long  was  Captain  Gray  in  command? 

Answer.  Captain  Gray  was  in  command  until  a  few  months  before  the  evacuation. 
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Question  No.  21.  Why  was  Captain  Gray  removed  from  the  depart¬ 
ment? 

Answer.  On  account  of  embezzling  from  the  Government  in  speculations  on  rope; 
bought  rope  at  low  price  and  sold  it  at  high  price,  not  paying  the  parties  from  whom 
he  bought  it,  and  charging  the  Government  exorbitant  prices. 

Question  No.  22.  Were  there  any  other  kind  of  torpedoes  at  Hazel 
street  when  you  began  work  there? 

Answer.  There  were  copper  torpedoes  for  use  of  gunboats,  and  some  some  cast- 
iron  torpedoes  for  frames,  and  also  “bull  torpedo”  made  of  a  wrought-iron  boiler. 
Never  knew  of  the  torpedoes  (cast  iron)  being  down  in  the  Ashley  River,  which 
were  removed  since  we  came  here;  always  heard  that  a  large  number  had  been  put 
down  before  he  entered  in  the  employ,  but  never  had  any  knowledge  of  them 
himself. 

Question  No.  23.  Were  there  an}7  orders  given  to  have  some  got 
ready  for  the  rebel  ironclad  Charleston ,  and  for  what  purpose? 

Answer.  Six  torpedoes  (barrels)  were  ordered  to  be  got  in  readiness  for  the 
Charleston  by  order  of  Captain  Brown,  commanding  her.  These  were  to  be  thrown 
overboard  behind  the  Charleston  if  she  retreated  up  the  river,  in  order  to  stoj-i  the 
progress  of  any  of  the  fleet  which  might  try  to  follow.  They  did  not  then  intend  to 
destroy  the  ironclads.  The  torpedoes  were  got  ready,  but  were  never  called  for. 
They  were  destroyed  by  a  watchman,  who  took  out  the  powder  and  threw  the  torpe¬ 
does  overboard. 

Question  No.  24.  W ere  the  torpedoes  intended  to  be  kept  down 
habitually  or  only  just  before  they  were  wanted? 

Answer.  They  were  kept  ready  to  be  put  down  in  case  of  an  attack. 

Question  No.  25.  Were  there  any  on  hand  there  when  the  rebels  left? 

Answer.  There  were  a  number  of  torpedoes  in  the  factory  when  they  left,  which 
had  been  ordered  to  be  put  down  in  Charleston,  but  when  the  order  came  to  leave, 
they  went  away  without  putting  them  down.  Some  were  destroyed  at  the  railroad 
depot. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Harbor ,  March  29, 1865. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Francis  W.  Wood,  who,  upon  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  that  the  foregoing  testimony  is  true  and  as  given 
by  him. 

J.  M.  Bradford, 

Fleet  Captain. 

Francis  Wood. 

In  presence  of — 

Walter  Cooper, 

Acting  Ensign ,  TJ.  8.  Navy. 


Extracts  from  a  journal  found  at  the  headquarters  of  the  torpedo  department  in  Charleston. 


Headquarters  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston ,  February  20, 186 j. 

Captain:  In  answer  to  yours  of  the  17th  instant,  1  have  the  honor 
to  report  that  all  orders  for  the  Stono  River  have  been  filled,  and  those 
foi  the  Combahee  and  Asliepoo  will  be  filled  at  as  early  a  date  as 
possible. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


H.  W.  Feilden, 

Captain  and  Assistant 


M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 
Adjutant-  General. 
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Headquarters  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston ,  February  23,  186 T 

Major:  By  to-day’s  train  I  send  you  one  box  containing  30  small 
and  12  large  brass  submarine  tubes  and  three  boxes  with  100  sensitive 
tubes  each.  The  box  is  marked  “Major  James,  Wilmington,  N.  C.,” 
and  is  in  charge  of  Private  G.  D.  Rhodes,  who  will  report  to  you.  I 
will  send  you  another  box  with  25  submarine  brasses  on  Saturday  or 
Monday  next. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torp>edoes. 

Major  James, 

Chief  Engineer,  Wilmington ,  N.  C. 


Headquarters  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston ,  February  23,  186 Jf. 

Private  G.  D.  Rhodes  will  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
receipt  of  this  order  to  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  in  charge  of  a  box  of  tubes, 
to  report  to  Major-General  Whiting,  commanding,  and  return  to  these 
headquarters  without  delay. 

Quartermasters  will  please  furnish  transportation  for  the  above  to 
and  from  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  by  mail  train. 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston ,  March  1,  1861/.. 

Sergeant  W.  White,  with  six  privates,  will  proceed  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible  after  the  receipt  of  this  order  to  Pocotaligo,  S.  C.,  and  report 
to  Brigadier-General  Walker,  commanding,  to  place  torpedoes  where 
directed  on  the  Combahee  River  and  return  without  delay  to  these 
headquarters. 

Quartermasters  will  furnish  necessary  transportation  for  Sergeant 
White,  6  men,  1  anchors,  1  small  box,  4  torpedoes. 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston,  March  5,  186 f 

Sergeant  H.  M.  Newman  will  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  to  Augusta, 
Ga.,  on  business  for  this  department,  and  return  to  these  headquarters 
without  delay. 

Quartermasters  will  furnish  Sergeant  Newman  transportation  to  and 
from  Augusta,  Ga. 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 
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Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston ,  March  7,  186  f. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following-  for  the  week  com¬ 
mencing  February  28  and  ending  March  5,  1864: 

Shipped  to  Captain  W.  H.  James,  chief  engineer  at  Wilmington, 
N.  C.,  one  box  containing  30  small  and  12  large  submarine  tubes  (brass), 
and  three  boxes  containing  300  sensitive  tubes  (in  all). 

Most  of  the  obstructions  in  the  Stono  River  were  examined,  and  all 
found  to  be  in  good  order.  The  balance  will  be  examined  as  soon  as 
practicable.  Sergeant  White  and  six  men  have  gone  to  Pocotaligo  to 
report  to  General  Walker  to  examine  torpedoes,  and  lay  four  more  in 
the  Combaliee  River.  Sergeant  Bell  is  on  duty  in  Savannah,  laying 
torpedoes  in  the  different  rivers.  The  men  on  the  lot  are  all  employed 
getting  work  ready  as  fast  as  possible. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  maior,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 


Major  W.  H.  Echols, 

Chief  Engineer. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston ,  March  8,  186f 

Sergeants  Horton  and  Rhodes,  with  boat  crew  of  10  men,  will  pro¬ 
ceed  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  receipt  of  this  to  Stono  River  to 
examine  obstructions. 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston ,  March  13 ,  186f 

Sergeant  H.  M.  Newman,  with  boat  crew,  will  proceed  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  receipt  of  this  order  to  the  Stono  River,  to  examine 
obstructions. 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 


Weekly  rejmrt  of  detailed  and  hired  men  in  department  of  submarine  defenses,  commencing 
March  6,  and  ending  March  12,  1864. 

Charleston,  S.C.,  March — ,  186 f 
Number  of  detailed  men,  30;  number  of  hired  men,  9;  number  of 
absent  sick,  2;  number  of  present  sick,  0;  number  on  leave  absence,  2; 
number  for  duty,  35;  present  for  duty,  34;  absent  on  duty,  1;  total 
absent,  5;  total  present  and  absent,  39. 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston ,  March  12,  186f. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  for  the  week  com¬ 
mencing  March  6  and  ending  March  12,  1864: 

Furnished  Captain  E.  Ik  Bryan,  for  Florida,  12  torpedoes,  800 
pounds  powder;  1  box  containing  300  sensitive  tubes;  14  ballast 
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weights;  1  coil  hemp  rope;  1  coil  3-inch  manila  rope;  12  cast-iron 
anchors;  28  submarine  tubes  (brass);  2  packing  boxes.  Sergeant 
White  returned  from  Pocotaligo,  and  reports  having  placed  torpedoes 
where  directed  in  the  Combahee  River.  Sergeant  E.  B.  Bell  is  still 
on  duty  in  Savannah.  The  balance  of  the  obstructions  in  the  Stono 
River  were  examined,  and  all,  with  exception  of  one,  were  found  to 
be  in  good  order;  that  one  was  taken  up  and  will  be  replaced;  also  the 
harbor  obstructions  examined  as  soon  as  practicable.  The  hands  on 
the  lot  are  employed  getting  work  ready  as  fast  as  possible. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 

Major  W.  PI.  Echols, 

Chief  Engineer,  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Charleston,  March  16,  186Jh 

Dear  Sir:  Captain  Gray  requested  me  to  write  you  word  not  to 
receive  a  cent  from  the  Government,  only  through  him,  as  it  would  be 
a  fraud.  He  has  been  quite  sick,  but  is  now  much  better.  There  is 
very  little  doing  here  at  present,  and  everything  in  general  is  very 
quiet.  With  the  hope  that  this  may  find  you  improving  rapidly, 

I  remain,  yours,  with  respect, 

'  M.  M.  Gray, 

Per  W.  G.  Harvey. 


Mr.  Thomas  McNeil, 

Summerville  Hospital ,  Summerville,  S.  C. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston,  March  19,  1861p. 

Pickets  and  guards  will  pass  Pilot  Tom  Smith  to  Capros  [Caper’s] 
Island  and  back  to  the  city  on  the  21st  March,  1864. 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes, 

Per  W.  G.  Harvey. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston,  March  19,  186 Ip. 

General:  From  a  communication  I  have  received  from  Mr.  J.  B. 
Smith,  in  charge  of  electric  battery,  Sullivan’s  Island,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  that  the  soldiers  on  the  island  have  destroyed  the  stakes 
placed  there  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  position  of  the  torpedoes 
in  the  channel. 

I  will  replace  the  same  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  would  respect¬ 
fully  request  that  something  be  done  to  prevent  their  being  destroyed 

again.^ve  ^  honor  to  |)e>  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 


servant, 


Brigadier-General 


M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 

Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


422 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston ,  March  21,  1861}. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  for  the  week  com¬ 
mencing  March  13  and  ending  March  19,  1864: 

Finished  the  work  in  the  Stono  Fiver,  and  taking  up  one  torpedo, 
supposed  to  be  in  bad  order,  it  was  found  to  he  all  right;  will  replace 
it  is  soon  as  practicable.  I  would  recommend  that  more  torpedoes  be 
placed  in  the  Stono  River. 

Getting  work  ready  for  Commodore  Tucker,  Navy  Department  ;  also 
electric  torpedoes  for  harbor. 

The  hands  all  employed  on  the  lot  getting  work  read}r  as  fast  as 
possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 

Major  W.  H.  Echols, 

Chief  Engineer,  Charleston ,  S.  C. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston,  March  25,  186 J. 

I.  All  persons  employed  in  this  department  are  hereby  ordered  not 
to  be  absent  from  their  quarters  day  or  night  (except  when  on  the  lot) 
until  the  20th  April,  and  to  be  ready  for  extra  duty  at  any  moment. 

II.  Sergeant  Avant  will  examine  the  arms  of  the  men  every  Satur¬ 
day,  and  report  any  not  in  order  to  this  office. 

III.  The  boats  Molly  Myers  and  Mary  Gray  to  be  in  readiness,  and 
four  canoes,  must  be  loaded  immediately  with  rosin,  to  be  kept  afloat 
and  in  readiness  at  any  moment. 

By  order  of 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes, 

Per  W.  G.  Harvey. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston,  March  28,  1861}. 

Commodore:  I  would  respectfully  inform  you  that  I  intend  to  raise 
the  cable  (now  lying  between  Fort  Johnson  and  Sullivan’s  Island) 
to-night  if  the  weather  permits.  Please  to  notify  your  guard  boats 
and  let  me  know  the  signal. 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 

Commodore  J.  F.  Tucker, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  Afloat,  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston,  March  28,  1861},. 

Major:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  for  the  week  com¬ 
mencing  March  20  and  ending  March  26,  1864. 

Getting  electric  torpedoes  ready.  Weather  too  bad  to  examine 
the  harbor  obstructions;  will  do  so  as  soon  as  practicable.  Hands  on 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


423 


the  lot  all  employed  getting  work  ready  as  fast  as  possible.  E.  B. 
Bell  still  on  duty  in  Savannah.  The  electric  cable  between  Sumter  and 
Johnson  will  be  raised  the  following  week,  weather  permitting.  The 
boats  all  ready  to  assist  in  lighting  the  harbor. 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 

Major  W.  H.  Echols, 

Chief  Engineer. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston ,  March  31 ,  186 f 

General:  On  the  26th  of  January  last  I  made  application,  through 
General  Bains,  asking  for  permission  to  take  charge  of  one  of  the 
torpedo  (cigar)  boats.  The  general  notified  me  that  General  Beaure¬ 
gard  had  said  I  should  have  one.  Having  heard  nothing  further  about 
it,  1  again  respectfully  ask  permission  to  take  charge  of  one  of  them. 
I  believe  they  are  now  in  charge  of  the  engineer  department.  I  wish 
one  of  them  attached  to  this  department  and  in  my  charge.  I  have  a  full 
crew,  engineers,  etc.,  also  some  torpedoes  all  ready,  and  wish  to  attack 
the  enemy’s  vessels,  not  any  one  in  particular,  but  the  first  that  gives 
a  favorable  chance  for  success,  and  to  go  whenever  and  wherever  I 
think  I  can  do  the  most  damage  to  the  enemy’s  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

servant,  „  ..  „ 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 

Brigadier-General  Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston ,  S.  C.,  April  3.  186 J. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  for  the  week  ending 

April  2,  1864:  .  ,  , 

Sent  Captain  J.  A.  Simons  with  two  boats’  crews,  assisted  by  one 
from  Commodore  Tucker,  to  raise  electric  cable  between  Forts  John¬ 
son  and  Sumter.  I  am  examining  the  same,  and  will  have  it  ready  tor 
use  shortly.  Weather  has  been  too  bad  to  examine  the  electric  tor¬ 
pedoes,  also  harbor  obstructions,  but  will  do  so  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Hands  still  employed  at  work  on  the  lot. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

servant’  M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 

Major  W.  H.  Echols,  • 

Chief  Engineer ,  Charleston ,  o.  C. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston ,  April  7,  186 f 

Captain:  By  to-morrow’s  train  I  send  you  12  torpedoes,  12  anchors,  15 
balance  weights,  33  submarine  tubes  (brass),  2  coils  rope  (84  fathoms) 
24  northern  pine  plugs,  and  1  auger.  They  are  in  charge  ol  Seigean 
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Horton,  who  will  report  to  you.  The  auger  you  will  please  send 
back,  as  we  could  not  get  tubes  of  the  old  size,  i  thought  best  to  send 
it  and  the  plugs. 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes, 

Captain  E.  P.  Bryan, 

Florida. 


Office  Surmarine  Defenses, 

Charleston ,  8.  C.,  April  7 ,  186 Jh 

Sergeant  R.  F.  Horton  will  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
receipt  of  this  order  to  General  Anderson’s  headquarters,  Camp  Milton, 
Fla. ,  in  charge  of  12  torpedoes  and  fixtures,  and  report  to  Captain 
E.  P.  Bryan,  and  return  to  these  headquarters  without  delay. 

Quartermasters  will  please  furnish  necessary  transportation  for 
Sergeant  Horton,  12  torpedoes,  and  fixtures. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard: 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 
Charleston ,  8.  C. ,  Aprils ,  186 T 

Sergeant  White  will  proceed  to  Mount  Pleasant  and  get  two  boiler 
heads  of  Mr.  Burris’s  from  Mr.  Holback’s  salt  works,  bringing  the 
same  to  these  headquarters. 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  hi  Charge  of  Torpedoes. 

Per  W.  G.  Harvey. 

Quartermaster  will  please  furnish  Sergeant  White  with  a  wagon  for 
the  above. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 
Charleston ,  8.  C. ,  April  9 ,  186 f 

Major:  Two  days  since  I  received  a  verbal  order  relative  to  the 
wire,  but  not  saying  who  for  or  where  to  g-o  to.  In  answer  to  yours, 
I  hav  e  the  honoi  to  state  that  the  wire  is  already  measured  off,  and 
only  waiting  orders  where  and  who  it  is  to  be  shipped  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 


Major  W.  H.  Echols,  • 

Chief.  Engineer ,  Charleston. 


M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 
Charleston ,  8.  C. ,  April  9 ,  186 f 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  for  the  week  end¬ 
ing  April  9,  1864: 

Having  furnished  12  torpedoes  and  fixtures,  and  sending  Sergeant 
Horton  in  charge  of  same  to  Captain  E.  P.  Bryan,  Camp  Milton, 
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Fla.  Also  making  all  necessary  preparations  so  as  to  raise  and  examine 
electric  torpedoes  next  week,  weather  permitting.  Hands  on  lot  all 
employed  getting  work  ready  for  Florida  and  the  coast. 

M.  M.  Gray, 


Major  W.  H.  Echols, 

Chief  Engineer,  Charleston ,  8. 


Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 


C. 


Weekly  report  of  detailed  and  hired  men  in  department  submarine  defenses,  week  ending 

April  16,  1864. 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  April ,  186  f 

Number  of  detailed  men,  27;  number  of  hired  men,  13;  absent  sick, 
3;  present  sick,  0;  on  special  furlough,  1;  for  duty,  36;  present  for 
duty,  35;  absent  on  duty,  1;  total  absent,  5;  total  present  and  absent,  40. 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston ,  8.  C. ,  April  16,  186 f 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  for  the  week  end¬ 
ing  April  16,  1864: 

Furnished  Captain  E.  P.  Bryan,  for  Florida,  12  torpedoes  (75  pounds 
powder  each),  anchors  and  fixtures  complete;  also  Commodore  W.  F. 
Lynch,  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  with  8  fuzes;  handed  over  to  Major  M. 
A.  Pringle  for  transportation  to  General  Maury,  Mobile,  Ala.,  2 
miles  submarine  cable.  The  stakes  that  were  destroyed  by  soldiers  on 
Mount  Pleasant  have  been  replaced.  Could  not  raise  the  electric  tor¬ 
pedoes,  as  Captain  Smith,  the  diver,  is  absent  on  duty,  but  will  as 
soon  as  he  returns.  Hands  on  lot  all  employed  getting  work  ready 
for  Florida  and  the  coast. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  M.  Gray, 

•  .  Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 

Major  W.  H.  Echols, 

Chief  Engineer,  Charleston,  8.  C. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston,  8.  C. ,  April  10,  186 f 

Major:  In  answer  to  yours  of  the  16th  and  18th,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  that  no  orders  have  been  received  at  this  office  in  reference 
to  torpedoes  in  the  creek  in  front  of  east  line  on  James  Island  since 
General  Rains  left  here.  I  will  have  them  placed  as  required,  also 
those  relaced  in  Stono,  as  requested  by  General  Taliaferro,  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 

Major  W.  Id.  Echols, 

Ch  ief  Engineer,  Charleston,  8.  C. 
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Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston ,  3.  C.,  April  19,  1864-. 

Captain  J.  A.  Simons  is  hereby  ordered  to  proceed  without  delay  to 
Augusta,  Ga.,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  barrels  (suitable  for  tor¬ 
pedoes)  either  by  purchase  or  impressment;  if  none  are  to  be  had  at 
Augusta,  to  go  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  if  successful  in  getting  any,  to 
ship  the  same  to  these  headquarters. 

He  will  take  Sergeant  White  with  him  to  assist  in  the  above. 

Quartermasters  will  furnish  necessary  transportation  for  the  above. 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 


Headquarters  Department  S.  C.,  Ga.,  and  Fla., 

Charleston ,  3.  C. ,  April  5,  186 If. 

Captain  Gray,  in  charge  of  the  submarine  defenses,  is  authorized  to 
impress  24  casks,  being  absolutely  necessary  for  the  manufacture  of 
torpedoes,  care  being  taken  in  the  impressment  to  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  General  Orders  A  and  I  and  General  Orders  No.  30,  C. 
S.,  regulating  impressment. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard: 

H.  Wemyss  Feilden, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston ,  3.  G.,  April  HI,  186 1/. 

Major:  In  answer  to  yours  of  the  20th,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
that  Captain  E.  P.  Bryan  has  been  furnished  with  24  torpedoes 
already,  and  that  there  are  12  more  ready  on  lot,  only  waiting  dis¬ 
patch  from  him  to  ship.  The  rest  will  be  ready  in  time  for  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 

Major  W.  H.  Echols, 

Chief  Engineer,  Charleston ,  3.  C. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston ,  3.  C.,  April  27,  186  f 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  23d  came  to  hand  yesterday,  and  in 
answer  I  will  say  I  will  be  pleased  to  render  you  any  assistance  I  can, 
and  will,  in  this,  send  you  a  letter  to  General  Trapier,  stating  the 
object  of  your  visit,  and  asking  him  to  assist  you  all  he  can. 

Do  you  find  out  from  your  trip  that  there  is  a  chance  of  your  being 
successful  in  blowing  up  the  vessels  you  spoke  of?  I  will,  upon 
notice  from  you,  meet  you  at  Georgetown  at  any  time  you  shall  name. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 


M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 


Mr.  J.  S.  McDaniel. 
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Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston ,  April  27,  186 If . 

General:  Mr.  J.  S.  McDaniel,  the  bearer  of  this,  in  company  with 
Captain  George  H.  Poung  [?]  will  visit  Georgetown  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  the  positions  of  the  vessels  blockading  that  port.  It  is  his 
intention,  if  he  thinks  it  can  be  done,  to  try  and  destroy  the  block- 
aders  by  means  of  torpedoes.  You  will  please  give  him  any  assistance 
he  may  require  or  any  information  you  may  have  concerning  them. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 

Brigadier-General  Trarier, 

Commanding  Fourth  Military  District ,  Georgetown ,  S.  C. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 
Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  April  2 8 ,  186 If. 

Commodore:  You  will  please  do  me  the  kindness  to  give  me  an}^ 
information  you  may  have  concerning  Lieutenant  Dixon  and  crew; 
also  what  service  the}r  were  in  and  the  date  of  the  exploit,  and  their 
names  and  oblige, 

Yours,  veiy  respectfully, 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 

Commodore  J.  R.  Tucker, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  Afloat. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  April  29,  186 If. 

General:  In  answer  to  a  communication  of  yours,  received  through 
headquarters,  relative  to  Lieutenant  Dixon  and  crew,  I  beg  leave  to 
state  that  I  was  not  informed  as  to  the  service  in  which  Lieutenant 
Dixon  was  engaged  or  under  what  orders  he  was  acting.  I  am  informed 
that  he  requested  Commodore  Tucker  to  furnish  him  some  men,  which 
he  did.  Their  names  are  as  follows:  Arnold  Becker,  C.  Simkins, 

James  A.  Wicks,  F.  Collins,  and - Ridgeway,  all  of  the  Navy,  and 

Corporal  C.  F.  Carlsen,  of  Captain  Wagener’s  company  of  artillery. 

The  United  States  sloop  of  war  was  attacked  and  destroyed  on  the 
night  of  the  17th  of  February.  Since  that  time  no  information  has 
been  received  of  either  the  boat  or  crew.  1  am  of  the  opinion  that 
the  torpedoes  being  placed  at  the  bow  of  the  boat  she  went  into  the 
hole  made  in  the  Housatonic  by  explosion  of  torpedoes  and  did  not 
have  sufficient  power  to  back  out,  consequently  sunk  with  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  of  Torpedoes. 

Major-General  Dabney  H.  Maury, 

Mobile,  Ala. 
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Office  Submarine  Defenses, 
Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  March  16 ,  186  If . 

This  is  to  certify  that  Sergeant  N.  C.  Hannon  was  in  my  employ 
and  on  duty  for  this  department  when  killed  by  explosion  of  magazine 
at  Fort  Sumter,  on  the  11th  December,  1863. 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 
Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  April  30,  186 If. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  for  the  week  end¬ 
ing  April  30,  1864: 

Furnished  torpedoes  as  per  order  for  Captain  Bryan,  and  waiting 
orders  to  ship.  The  work  for  the  creek  opposite  east  lines,  James 
Island,  will  be  placed  as  directed  on  Tuesday  next.  The  orders  for 
Winy  ah  Bay  will  be  filled  as  soon  as  practicable;  also  those  of  the 
Combahee  River.  Captain  J.  A.  Simons  returned  from  Augusta  with 
40  barrels. 

The  delay  in  filling  the  above  order  was  caused  by  want  of  barrels, 
which  we  now  have. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  etc.., 

M.  M.  Gray, 


Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 


Major  W.  H.  Echols, 

-  Chief  Engineer. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  May  %,  186 f 

Sergeant  H.  M.  Newman,  with  crew,  will  proceed  without  delay  to 
James  Island  and  report  to  General  Taliaferro,  for  the  purpose  of 
placing  torpedoes  in  creek  opposite  east  line  James  Island. 

Quartermasters  will  furnish  necessary  transportation  for  the  above. 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 
Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  May  3 ,  186 J. 

Captain  F.  Smith,  with  crew,  is  hereby  ordered  to  leave  the  wharf 
at  5  o’clock  and  underrun  the  cable  between  Forts  Sumter  and  Johnson. 
By  order  of  M.  M.  Gray,  captain  in  charge  torpedoes. 

W.  G.  Harvey. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 
Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  Alay  If,  186 If. 

Sergeant  H.  M.  Newman,  with  boat  crew,  will  proceed  to  Dill’s  Bluff, 
James  Island,  and  from  there  to  Battery  Haskell,  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  obstructions. 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 
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Office  Submarine  Defenses, 
Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  May  7,  186  5. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  for  the  week  ending 
May  7,  1864: 

Having  underrun  the  cable  between  Forts  Sumter  and  Johnson, 
examined  creek  opposite  east  line  James  Island,  only  found  one  tor¬ 
pedo  in  it;  examined  that,  and  finding  it  in  good  order,  replaced  it. 
Will  put  down  others  as  soon  as  I  can  get  powder.  I  will  here  say 
that  Major  Chambliss  can  not  fill  my  requisition  for  powder,  and  1  can 
do  nothing  until  1  get  some.  Examined  creeks  in  front  of  Batteries 
Haskell,  Tatom,  and  Ryan,  and  will  place  torpedoes  as  soon  as  prac¬ 
ticable. 

Shipped  to  Mr.  Fel,  care  of  engineer’s  bureau,  Richmond,  Va.,  li 
miles  of  insulated  wire.  Hands  on  lot  getting  work  ready  to  fill  orders. 
Shipped  100  sensitive  tubes  and  2  submarine  fuzes  to  Commodore 
Lynch,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

M.  M.  Gray, 

Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 

Major  W.  H.  Echols, 

Ch  ief  Engineer. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  operations 
against  tlte  defenses  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Washington,  October  16,  1865. 

Sir:  My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  report  by  General  Gillmore, 
purporting  to  give  an  account  of  the  operations  on  Morris  Island  in 
1863,  which,  in  its  general  tenor,  as  well  as  by  particular  statements,  is 
calculated  to  produce  very  erroneous  impressions  in  regard  to  the  con¬ 
duct  of  naval  affairs  about  that  time. 

It  was  reasonable  to  suppose  that  under  the  circumstances  he  would 
have  omitted  no  fact  or  information  that  was  likely  to  be  important  to 
a  fair  conclusion,  but  on  the  contrary  1  find  much  left  out  or  so  par¬ 
tially  stated  that  it  is  impossible  to  judge  correctly  of  the  circum¬ 
stances  that  unavoidably  influenced  the  course  of  naval  operations 
there. 

My  belief  is  that  if  these  had  been  fully  and  properly  considered  by 
General  Gillmore  he  never  could  have  reached  the  conclusion  which 
he  has  taken  so  much  time  to  support  by  partial  statements.  Or  if  he 
had  stated  all  the  facts  of  the  case  in  connection  with  that  conclusion 
there  would  have  been  less  necessity  for  this  communication,  as  the 
fallacy  of  his  views  would  have  been  accompanied  by  some  correction. 

It  seems  to  be  my  duty,  therefore,  to  supply  the  principal  of  these 
omissions  and  to  point  out  their  effect  on  the  questions  which  he  has 
so  gratuitously  chosen  to  raise  for  the  first  time,  some  eighteen  months 
after  the  event  referred  to,  under  circumstances  that  should  withhold 
from  him  all  claim  to  courtesy  of  treatment.  _ 

The  propriety  of  sending  our  ironclads  into  the  harbor  of  Charles¬ 
ton  at  the  time  suggested  by  General  Gillmore  depended  entirely  on 
the  state  of  the  rebel  defenses— according  to  our  most  reliable  infor¬ 
mation— the  efficacy  of  the  force  that  could  be  brought  to  bear  on 
them,  and  the  probability  of  accomplishing  some  useful  purpose. 
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One  of  these  conditions  is  explained  very  imperfectly  by  General 
Gillmore;  the  second  is  not  even  alluded  to,  though  information  was 
not  wanting,  while  the  impracticability  of  the  undertaking  would  have 
been  manifest  from  an  inspection  of  the  map  in  connection  with  the 
foregoing. 

It  may  be  premised  that  no  experiment  was  possible  short  of  com¬ 
mitting  the  force  sent  in  to  a  decisive  result,  and  if  this  were  unfavor¬ 
able  it  would  not  be  easy  to  estimate  the  extent  or  gravity  of  the 
disaster,  not  only  to  the  ironclads  but  to  the  national  interests  in  this 
quarter. 

Success  and  safety  were  equivalent  terms,  and  to  attain  either  it  was 
indispensable  that  the  vessels  should  be  able  to  permanently  silence  the 
batteries  or  else  to  pass  beyond  them  and  control  the  supplies  of  fuel 
and  of  ammunition  which  their  consumption  required  until  the  troops 
could  render  the  assistance  which  General  Gillmore  promised. 

If  they  failed  to  accomplish  either,  there  were  probabilities  of  great 
loss  before  they  could  be  extricated  from  the  harbor. 

A  review  of  the  hostile  defenses  as  they  appeared  to  us  at  the  time, 
and  of  the  ironclad  force  then  at  my  disposal,  will  furnish  means  for 
judging  whether,  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion,  it  would  have 
been  judicious  to  risk  the  only  seagoing  squadron  of  the  Union  upon 
a  movement  that  held  out  no  prospect  of  an  adequate  result,  when  the 
course  of  operations  was  leading  the  combined  forces  to  the  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  substantial  advantages. 

In  naval,  as  in  military  proceedings,  the  force  and  position  are  sel¬ 
dom  if  ever  known  with  perfect  precision,  but  are  to  be  approximated 
from  what  may  be  observed  or  collected  from  the  accounts  of  deserters, 
scouts,  and  other  sources. 

On  the  23d  of  August,  the  commencement  of  the  period  alleged  by 
General  Gilmore  most  suitable  for  a  successful  achievement  by  the 
vessels,  the  most  persistent  efforts  by  land  and  water  had  only  impaired 
the  enemy’s  defenses  to  the  extent  of  battering  Sumter  from  one  shape 
into  another  and  reducing  the  offensive  power  of  its  heavy  artillery, 
but  had  been  unavailing  to  drive  out  its  garrison  or  prevent  them  from 
covering  the  obstructions  at  the  entrance,  by  means  of  light  guns  and 
musketry.  These  were,  therefore,  as  formidable  as  ever,  stretching 
across  the  channel  in  the  shape  of  entanglements  to  foul  the  propellers 
and  torpedoes  to  breach  the  bottoms  of  the  monitors — the  heavy  bat¬ 
teries  of  Sullivan’s  Island  defending  them  on  one  side;  on  the  other 
the  light  guns  and  musketry  of  Sumter,  with  perhaps  a  few  heavy 
guns  in  the  lower  casemates. 

Wagner  still  stood  defiant,  keeping  back  our  troops  from  the  com¬ 
plete  possession  of  its  end  of  Morris  Island,  and  to  all  appearances 
quite  as  capable  as  ever  of  doing'  so. 

The  morale  of  the  men  but  a  few  days  later  is  best  described  by  Gen¬ 
eral  Gillmore: 

The  dark  and  gloomy  days  of  the  siege  were  now  upon  us.  Our  daily  losses, 
although  not  heavy,  were  on  the  increase,  while  our  progress  became  discouragmgly 
slow  and  even  fearfully  uncertain. 

Opposite  to  Sumter  were  the  powerful  batteries  of  Sullivan’s  Island, 
thus  imperfectly  represented  by  General  Gillmore  (page  8,  section  5): 

It  (Fort  Moultrie)  is  a  brick  work,  mounting  one  tier  of  guns  en  barbette.  Its 
armament  in  the  autumn  of  1860  consisted  of  16  24-pounders,  14  32-pounders,  10 
8-inch  columbiads,  5  8-inch  seacoast  howitzers,  and  7  lieldpieces. 
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Page  9,  section  10: 

Additional  guns  were  mounted  on  Fort  Moultrie,  and  it  was  otherwise  very  mate¬ 
rially  strengthened. 

The  officers  of  the  squadron  who,  by  sight  and  actual  test  of  battle, 
were  so  familiar  with  these  works,  wiil  hardly  recognize  in  the  above 
description  the  massive  ramparts  of  sand  behind  which  had  disappeared 
the  feeble  old  brickwork  that  would  have  crumbled  awa\’  before  the 
fire  of  our  ironclads,  nor  the  heavy  batteries  of  Pee  and  Beauregard 
that  flanked  Moultrie  on  either  hand.  Much  less  coidd  they  have  con¬ 
ceived  that  the  heavy  shot  which  told  even  on  the  ironclads  came  from 
24-pounders  and  32-pounders. 

The  offensive  power  and  capacity  of  these  works  had  been  well 
established  in  the  actions  with  the  ironclads  that  occurred  on  the  23d 
and  31st  August,  and  1st  September,  but  more  particularly  on  the  7th 
and  8th  September,  when  the  whole  power  of  the  Ironsides  and  five 
monitors  was  expended  on  them  without  effecting  any  permanent 
injury,  giving  good  ground  for  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  council 
of  officers  which  a  little  later  unanimously  affirmed  that  neither  Moul¬ 
trie  nor  Johnson  was  reducible  by  the  ironclads  present  unless  supported 
by  the  army. 

The  position  of  the  entanglement  was  well  defined  by  the  buoys, 
which  were  almost  always  visible  from  the  advanced  monitors,  stretch¬ 
ing  across  the  entrance.  Their  character  was  variously  reported  by 
deserters.  Some  described  them  as  boom  obstruction;  others  that  they 
were  of  rope.  Subsequently  there  was  reason  to  think  that  both  were 
right,  different  kinds  having  been  used  at  different  times.  The  pres- 
sence  of  torpedoes  was  also  reported,  and  we  had  had  some  experience 
of  their  use  by  the  enemy  prior  to  the  period  in  question.  One  had 
exploded  on  the  side  of  the  Montauk  during  the  attack  by  Captain 
Worden  on  the  Nashville ,  near  Fort  McAllister  (February  28),  [1863]. 
The  Weehawken  touched  on  one  during  the  attack  of  April  7.  The 
Pawnee  had  been  reached  by  some  in  the  Stono  that  came  down  the 
river;  one  destroyed  her  launch,  another  exploded  near  the  ship;  two 
were  picked  up  by  the  boats  of  a  mortar  schooner,  and  about  the  same 
time  a  boat  was  captured  with  a  platform  for  ten  torpedoes.  This 
was  in  August. 

General  Gillmore  also  contributed  to  my  stock  of  intelligence. 
Thus,  on  August  4,  b}r  a  telegram  (which  I  do  not  find  in  the  list  that 
he  published)  is  the  following: 

Admiral  Dahlgren:  My  scout  has  just  reported  that  the  line  of  floating  buoys 
reaching  from  Sumter  to  Moultrie  has  disappeared  since  yesterday.  These  buoys 
are  supposed  to  have  torpedoes  attached  to  them.  He  also  reports  that  a  large  ship 
near  the  city  changed  her  position  once  or  twice  to-day  and  [loosened]  her  canvas. 
She  may  be  about  to  try  the  blockade,  and  the  obstacles  may  have  been  temporarily 
removed  to  give  her  fair  egress. 

This  disappearance  does  not  seem  to  have  been  reported  by  the 
pickets  of  the  squadron.  At  all  events,  Ensign  Porter,  who  was  spe¬ 
cially  employed  in  observation,  telegraphed  me  some  da}rs  after  that 

Two  steamers  and  three  schooners  were  at  anchor  in  the  center  of  the  channel, 
apparently  at  work  on  the  obstructions  or  else  sinking  others. 

Generally  such  intelligence  came  not  often  in  a  recorded  form  as 
given  above,  but  still  it  is  a  fair  sample  of  what  did  come  frequently 
and  irregularly  by  word. 

It  was  also  in  accord  with  the  impressions  of  other  naval  officers 
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who  had  served  here.  When  Admiral  Du  Pont  moved  upon  Sumter 
in  April,  the  progress  of  the  ironclads  was  barred  by  just  such  imped¬ 
iments.  He  says  in  his  report  of  the  action: 

At  2:10  the  Weehawken,  the  leading  vessel,  signaled  obstructions  in  her  vicinity, 
and  soon  after  approached  very  close  to  them.  Not  being  able  to  pass  the  obstruc¬ 
tions,  the  Weehawken,  and  successively  the  Passaic,  Nahant,  and  others  were  obliged 
to  turn. 

The  torpedoes  that  were  used  in  connection  with  the  entanglement 
at  the  entrance  were  presumed  to  be  of  the  floating  kind,  some  of 
which  had  been  picked  up  in  Stono  and  elsewhere.  They  were  held  a 
fathom  or  more  beneath  the  surface,  could  not  be  seen,  and  were 
almost  impossible  of  detection  even  when  nothing  interfered  with  the 
search.  Though  liable  to  be  swept  away  by  the  tide,  they  could  yet 
be  replaced  in  a  few  hours  with  great  facility,  even  during  the  night. 
The  locality  of  these  obstacles  was  always  closely  watched  by  the  rebels 
to  prevent  one  disturbing  them.* 

The  presumed  efficacy  of  these  torpedoes  against  the  flat  bottoms 
of  the  monitors  was  exemplified  afterwards  when  the  Patapsco  struck 
one  while  covering  an  attempt  to  remove  the  obstructions.  The  mon¬ 
itor  sank  instantly  with  more  than  half  her  crew.  This  torpedo  was 
one  of  several  that  had  been  placed  purposely,  under  the  belief  that 
some  move  was  contemplated  by  the  ironclads. 

Other  experience  has  demonstrated  that  this  was  not  an  exceptional 
case,  but  that  the  effect  of  a  torpedo  might  be  relied  on  to  a  certain 
extent.  The  Nav}r  has  sustained  many  losses  in  this  way,  among  them 
the  following: 

Cairo ,  ironclad,  Yazoo  River. 

I) e Kalb,  ironclad,  Yazoo  River. 

Ilousatonic,  screw  sloop,  off  Charleston. 

Bazely ,  tug,  Roanoke  River. 

Commodore  Jones ,  steamer,  James  River. 

Otsego ,  steamer,  Roanoke  River. 

Tecumseh ,  monitor,  Mobile. 

Patapsco ,  monitor,  Charleston. 

Harvest  Moon ,  flag  steamer,  Georgetown. 

Milwaukee,  monitor,  Mobile. 

Osage ,  monitor,  Mobile. 

Rodolph ,  steamer,  Mobile. 

Tinclad  No.  4-8,  Mobile. 

Beyond  the  entrance  were  placed  other  batteries  in  case  an  attacking 
force  should  succeed  in  passing  so  far.  My  information  of  these  was 
by  no  means  so  complete  as  that  in  regard  to  the  works  at  the  entrance, 
some  of  them  being  hidden  from  view  by  intervening  objects  and  others 
too  distant  to  be  seen  as  distinctly  from  the  outer  roads  as  could  be 
wished. 

The  nearest  of  the  interior  works  was  Fort  Johnson  and  its  depend¬ 
encies,  of  which  General  Gillmore  gives  the  following  insufficient 
description  (page  9,  section  11): 

Old  Fort  Johnson,  on  James  Island,  was  rebuilt  and  armed  with  a  few  heavy  guns. 

*  It  was  afterwards  ascertained  that  a  party  of  men  were  constantly  employed  in 
the  fabrication  of  torpedoes  and  in  replacing  them.  Numbers  were  also  kept  ready 
to  lay  down  wherever  the  vessels  were  expected.  Sixty  of  them  were  found  when 
we  entered  at  different  parts  of  the  shore,  and  many  had  no  doubt  been  destroyed. — 
Dahlgken. 
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Section  12: 

Several  small  batteries  were  also  established  on  the  shell  beach  running  in  a  sout  h¬ 
easterly  direction  from  Fort  Johnson. 

As  the  old  work  was  of  brick,  the  ordinary  inference  would  be  that 
it  was  rebuilt  of  the  same  material,  which  was  certainly  not  the  case, 
for  the  new  works  were  of  earth  and  of  the  most  approved  construc¬ 
tion,  stretching  down  to  the  water’s  edge,  as  seen  from  the  roads,  and 
not  even  on  the  site  of  the  old  work.  A  large  bombproof  was  also 
visible.  It  was  reported  to  be  very  strong,  with  heavy  traverses.  The 
accounts  agreed  that  the  work  was  armed  heavily,  but  varied  as  to 
the  number  of  guns.* 

The  narrow  sand  spit  running  out  from  these  batteries  showed  sev¬ 
eral  small  batteries,  Haskell,  Simkins,  etc. ,  the  armaments  of  which 
were  variously  reported. 

Opposite  Fort  Johnson  and  plainly  in  sight  a  double  row  of  piles  ran 
across  the  Middle  Ground,  and  inside  of  them  was  Fort  Ripley,  placed 
near  the  edge  of  the  channel  where  the  water  was  shoalest.  Some 
heavy  guns  (two)  were  mounted  on  it.  The  chief  merit  of  this  work 
was  that  it  crossed  tire  with  Johnson  and  its  dependencies. 

The  shore  line  from  Fort  Johnson  toward  the  city  was  not  in  view 
from  the  roads,  being  hidden  by  intervening  objects.  Our  knowledge 
of  the  batteries  located  there  was  therefore  limited  to  the  intelligence 
received  by  deserters  and  others. 

Battery  "Glover,  opposite  White  Point,  was  known  to  exist,  but 
accounts  varied  so  much  as  to  the  batteries  which  might  lie  between 
Glover  and  Fort  Johnson  that  little  more  than  the  existence  of  some 
works  there  could  be  admitted. 

In  the  city  the  principal  battery  was  at  White  Point  which,  like 
Castle  Garden  at  New  York,  terminates  the  tongue  of  land  on  which 
the  city  stands. 

This  might  be  seen  from  an  advanced  position  in  the  roads,  but  the 
distance  and  the  vapory  exhalations  that  often  beset  objects  near  the 
water  interfered  with  any  degree  of  precision.  Its  character  and  force, 
as  well  as  those  of  other  city  batteries,  were  only  to  be  gathered  from 
the  various  accounts  which  came  out  to  us. 

Castle  Pinckney,  on  the  line  of  the  Cooper  River,  was  only  of  impor¬ 
tance  in  connection  with  the  other  batteries  in  the  harbor. 

The  impressions  made  on  the  mind  of  a  British  officer  (Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Fremantle)  as  he  viewed  the  harbor  from  Fort  Sumter  on  the 
9th  June,  one  month  prior  to  the  attack  on  Morris  Island,  are  thus 
briefly  given  in  his  work  published  early  in  1864: 

In  fact,  both  sides  of  the  harbor  for  several  miles  appear  to  bristle  with  forts 
mounting  heavy  guns. 

The  interior  channels  were  reported  to  bo  obstructed  in  many  places 
by  means  of  timber  frames  mounting  torpedoes,  or  by  other  contriv¬ 
ances  (the  rows  of  piles  were  visible),  and  the  floating  torpedoes  were 
also  stated  to  be  in  use,  as  well  as  some  large  boiler  torpedoes  sunk  on 
the  bottom. 

I  am  not  aware  that  the  accounts  thus  received  were  ever  materially 

*The  report  of  the  commanding  officer  shows  that  heavy  guns  were  mounted  as 
early  as  the  attack  in  April,  and  during  the  assault  of  Sumter  opened  heavily,  as  I 
witnessed. — Dahlgejsn. 
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contradicted  by  subsequent  accounts,  or  that  from  subsequent  exami¬ 
nation  there  was  reason  to  believe  them  exaggerated. 

In  addition  to  the  batteries,  torpedoes,  and  obstructions  were  three 
ironclads,  which  could  render  substantial  assistance  under  many  con¬ 
tingencies  of  general  action,  and  being  movable,  could  be  placed  in 
an}7  position  where  thci*r  cannon  would  be  useful,  amounting  in  all  to 
14  pieces,  most  of  them  rilled. 


Number  and  condition  of  the  ironclads. 


On  the  23d  August  there  were  present  off  Charleston  the  Ironsides 
and  five  monitors.  One  monitor  was  at  Wassaw,  blockading  the  rebel 
ram  Savannah ,  and  another  monitor  ( Gat  skill)  was  under  repair  at 
Port  Royal,  the  top  of  her  pilot  house  having  been  fractured  on  the 
17th  August  by  a  shot  from  Wagner,  which  killed  Captain  George 
[W.]  Rodgers  and  another  officer. 

All  of  these  monitors  had  been  under  steam  for  six  or  seven  months, 
and  their  bottoms  were  so  foul  with  incrustations  of  oysters,  grass, 
etc.,  as  to  reduce  their  speed  materially.  Even  in  April,  four  months 
previous,  their  commanders  stated  that  they  were  “scarcely  able  to  go 
more  than  4  knots,  and  some  of  them  not  even  that.”  Consequently, 
as  the  foulness  must  have  increased  in  four  months,  it  is  fairly  to  be 
inferred  that  in  August  their  rate  of  going  had  been  further  diminished. 

The  experience  of  April  7  had  indicated  the  necessity  of  further 
precautions  against  shot,  such  as  increased  thickness  of  the  pilot  house, 
additions  at  the  base  of  the  turret,  to  guard  against  damages  that 
would  hinder  the  turning  of  the  turret,  etc.,  and  when  I  took  command 
the  work  had  commenced  on  three  monitors.  To  meet  the  urgent 
demands  of  General  Gillmore  for  that  assistance  which  he  now 
announces  he  could  have  dispensed  with,  I  put  a  stop  to  further  pro¬ 
ceedings,  and  three  of  the  monitors  went  into  action  with  incisions 
below  the  turret  unprotected  by  the  addition  that  was  to  cover  them. 

The  ironclads  had  been  repeatedly  engaged  with  the  rebel  batteries 
(on  nineteen  occasions,  from  10th  July  to  23d  August),  and  were 
certainly  not  improved  by  the  batterings  they  received. 

One  of  the  live  monitors  present  had  but  the  use  of  one  gun,  the 
other  being  disabled  by  fractured  trunnions.  In  another  the  rifle, 
8-inch,  was  cracked  and  liable  to  be  entirely  disabled. 

The  total  number  of  guns  carried  by  all  the  ironclads  present  was 
26,  of  which  but  24  were  serviceable,  and  the  broadside  power  or 
number  of  cannon  that  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  one  object  was  16, 
being  only  two-thirds  of  the  number  that  was  in  action  on  the  7th 
April. 

Of  this  indispensable  condition  to  any  opinion,  General  Gillmore 
abstains  f rorn  saying  a  word,  although  on  the  21st  August  I  had  inci¬ 
dentally  apprised  him  of  the  number  present  and  the  partial  disability 
of  one. 

In  considering  the  propriety  of  attacking  land  batteries  with  vessels, 
the  trace  of  the  shore  and  the  positions  may  enter  largely  into  the 
question.  Isolated  or  unsupported  batteries  on  a  regular  beach,  with 
no  particular  intricacies  of  navigation,  where  vessels  approach  and 
withdraw  at  pleasure,  may  always  be  engaged  without  much  risk,  as 
the  vessels  can  retire  as  soon  as  they  sustain  much  injury.  But  to 
enter  a  harbor  with  a  contracted  entrance,  ivhere  batteries  are  placed 
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in  succession,  and  support  each  other  along  the  whole  extent,  success 
is  indispensable  to  safety. 

In  this  respect  few  harbors  possess  as  great  advantage  as  that  of 
Charleston.  Vessels  intending  to  enter  must  steer  directly  for  Sulli¬ 
van's  Island,  and  are  consequently  entiladed  by  its  batteries  from  the 
moment  they  come  within  range.  Under  this  tire  they  advance  quite 
close  to  the  island  and  then  turn  sharply  to  port  for  the  passage 
between  it  and  Sumter.  At  the  very  focus  of  lire  from  all  the  con¬ 
tiguous  batteries  are  the  entanglements  and  torpedoes  which  are  to 
embarrass  and  detain  the  vessels  so  as  to  compel  them  to  do  battle 
there,  or,  if  they  pass,  to  do  so  with  a  diminished  and  injured  force. 
To  attempt  to  remove  them  under  such  a  fire  would  only  end  in 
failure. 

Whichever  vessels  succeed  in  going  on,  now  steer  to  port,  pivoting 
on  Sumter,  and  steer  directly  for  Fort  Johnson,  receiving  its  lire 
directly  ahead,  while  their  sterns  receive  that  of  Sullivan’s  Island  and 
Mount  Pleasant,  and  the  two  rifled  guns  about  the  western  angle  of 
Sumter  (lower  casemates)  open  abeam.  On  this  course  also  lie  the 
heavy  boiler  torpedoes,  said  to  contain  two  or  three  thousand  pounds 
of  powder. 

Still  advancing,  Fort  Johnson  and  its  dependent  works  are  soon 
engaged  at  close  range,  while  Ripley  opens  on  the  starboard  bow  and 
the  works  westward  of  Johnson  on  the  port  bow.  Ahead,  the  city 
batteries  will  soon  begin,  and  Castle  Pinckney. 

Approaching  the  city,  the  fire  of  Ripley  and  Johnson  is  left  astern, 
Glover  on  the  port  bow,  White  Point  and  the  city  batteries  ahead,  and 
Pinckney  on  the  right-hand.  Ashley  River  is  not  to  be  entered, 
because  of  the  heavy  timber  frames  across  it,  mounting  torpedoes; 
and  the  ironclads  have  to  turn  up  the  Cooper  River  if  they  care  to  get 
beyond  the  fire  that  has  pursued  their  entire  course. 

The  rebel  ironclads  have  probably  remained  near  the  city  and  may 
recede  before  us  into  the  V  ando,  using  their  guns  as  the  opportunity 

offers.  .... 

The  whole  of  this  operation  has  to  be  executed  along  a  winding 
channel,  lined  on  each  side  by  shoals,  which  are  easy  enough  to  be 
avoided  when  marked  by  buoys,  assisted  by  a  free,  open  vision,  with 
the  use  of  landmarks  and  the  compass.  But  under  the  circumstances 
now  considered  the  buoys  have  been  removed,  compasses  are  not  avail¬ 
able  in  the  ironclads,  the  leadsman  can  not  give  the  soundings,  and 
the  landmarks  are  only  briefly  and  partially  visible  through  the  narrow 
slits  in  the  pilot  houses. 

These  difficulties  were  more  or  less  experienced  on  the  ith  April, 
even  in  the  comparatively  open  navigation  outside  the  entrance. 

The  gallant  and  lamented  Captain  Drayton  reports: 

You  [Admiral  Du  Pont]  probably  observed,  in  the  Ironside s,  the  great  difficulty  of 
managing  these  A^essels  and  keeping  them  clear  of  each  other  and  the  bottom,  with 
the  limited  power  of  vision  which  the  holes  in  the  pilot  house  afford;  and  when 
to  this  is  added  the  smoke,  I  consider  it  a  piece  of  great  good  luck  that  none  of  us 
got  ashore  or  received  injury  from  collision. 

Captain  Worden,  well  known  for  his  combat  with  the  lebel  iam 
Merrimack ,  who  commanded  the  monitor  [Mon tank]  in  the  attack  of 
April  7,  says: 

I  desire  to  say  that  I  experienced  serious  embarrassment  in  managing  my  vessel 
in  the  narrow  and  uncertain  channel,  with  the  limited  means  of  observation 
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afforded  from  the  pilot  house,  under  the  rapid  and  concentrated  fire  from  the  forts, 
the  vessels  of  the  fleet  dose  around  me,  and  neither  compass  nor  buoys  to  guide  me. 

Captain  Ammen,  who  commanded  the  monitor  Patapsco ,  says: 

I  think  a  want  of  vision  one  of  the  most  serious  defects  of  this  class,  etc. 

It  was  into  this  embayed  position,  defended  by  successive  batteries 
of  heavy  cannon,  supporting  each  other  so  that  no  one  could  be 
attacked  bv  vessels  without  receiving  lire  from  others,  and  covering 
all  available  anchorage  by  the  play  of  several  of  them,  that  General 
Gillmore  now  avers  that  he  would  have  precipitated  the  small  force  of 
ironclads,  some  of  which  would  be  in  danger  of  detention  from  the 
main  body  by  the  obstructions  or  torpedoes,  and  all  more  or  less  liable 
to  ground  on  some  of  the  shoals  that  line  the  channel. 

Plain  common  sense  obviously  enjoined  that  to  obtain  any  result 
the  force  which  entered  should  be  iarge  enough  to  suffer  probable 
diminution  from  these  causes  and  remain  strong  enough  to  engage 
the  batteries  with  a  fair  chance  of  success. 

I  have  already  assumed  that  this  would  only  be  attained  by  silencing 
permanently  the  enemy’s  batteries,  or  by  passing  them  with  the  cer¬ 
tainty  of  receiving  from  outside  whatever  fuel  and  ammunition  would 
bo  required  by  the  daily  consumption. 

First.  Was  there  any  probability,  from  past  experience,  that  the 
six  ironclads  could  have  so  disabled  any  one  of  the  earthworks  in  the 
harbor  as  to  silence  it  permanently? 

Certainly  no  naval  officer  cognizant  of  such  matters  would  reply 
affirmatively,  and  a  glance  at  the  practice  here  will  put  all  doubt  at 
rest. 

Thus,  Fort  Wagner  was  a  sand  work  of  no  great  extent,  and  con¬ 
structed  in  the  same  fashion  as  the  other  earthworks  about  Charleston. 
In  a  naval  point  of  view  it  was  isolated  and  unsupported  by  any  lire 
that  was  important  to  an  ironclad.  At  the  utmost,  but  four  of  its 
guns  bore  on  the  water,  and  two  of  these  were  severe  on  plating.  It 
was  approachable  at  pleasure  and  could  be  left  with  equal  facility. 

On  the  10th  J  uly  four  monitors  pounded  it  all  day,  continued  the 
same  next  day,  and  on  the  18th  the  Ironsides  and  live  monitors  bat¬ 
tered  it  seemingly  out  of  shape,  while  41  pieces  were  at  work  from 
the  land,  some  of  which  were  light  caliber.  Immediately  followed  a 
persistent  assault  in  force  by  our  troops,  which  the  enemy  repulsed 
with  loss. 

By  the  23d  August,  a  period  of  forty-four  days,  the  ironclads  and 
gunboats  had  cannonaded  this  work  on  twenty-five  occasions,  besides 
what  was  done  by  the  land  batteries,  and  yet  it  still  stood  defiant. 

Fort  Wagner  was  finally  abandoned  on  the  night  of  the  6th  Septem¬ 
ber,  because  the  sap  had  been  run  into  its  ditch  and  assault  could  not 
have  failed. 

In  addition  to  the  battering  already  described  from  land  and  ship 
batteries  was  the  following,  as  stated  officially: 

Colonel  [John  W.]  Turner  reports  to  General  Gillmore  that  on  the 
5th  September  Wagner  was  opened  on  from  the  land  batteries  with  1 
10-inch  (300-pounder)  rifle,  4  8-inch  (200-pounder)  rifles,  9  100-pounder 
rifles,  10  30-pounder  rifles,  10  X-inch  mortars,  etc.  This  fire  was  sus¬ 
tained  all  of  that  day  and  on  the  6th. 

On  the  5th  the  ironclads  opened,  and  on  the  6th  kept  up  a  steady 
fire  from  the  Ironsides  and  monitors,  with  6  XV-inch,  11  Xl-inch, 
and  3  8-inch  (150-pounder)  rifles,  or  20  heavy  cannon  in  broadside. 
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General  Gillmore  thus  describes  the  cannonade: 

These  final  operations  against  Fort  Wagner  were  actively  inaugurated  at  the  break 
of  day  on  the  morning  of  September  5.  For  forty-two  consecutive  hours  the  spec¬ 
tacle  presented  was  of  surpassing  sublimity  and  grandeur.  Seventeen  siege  and 
Coehorn  mortars  unceasingly  dropped  their  shells  into  the  work  over  the  heads  of 
our  sappers  and  the  guards  of  the  advanced  trenches.  Thirteen  of  our  heavy  Parrott 
rifles  (100,  200,  and  300  pounders)  pounded  away  at  short  though  regular  intervals 
at  the  southwest  angle  of  the  bombproof,  while  during  the  daytime  the  New  Ironsides, 
with  remarkable  regularity  and  precision,  kept  an  almost  incessant  stream  of  XI- 
inch  shells  from  her  8-gun  [sic]  broadside. 

The  monitor  tire  does  not  seem  to  the  general  to  be  worth  mention. 

It  might  reasonably  be  supposed  that  such  a  storm  of  fire  would 
have  leveled  the  work,  destroyed  its  guns,  and  rendered  it  untenable 
by  a  living  soul. 

Its  actual  condition,  however,  is  thus  stated  by  Colonel  Turner 
(page  14(1): 

Notwithstanding  the  heavy  fire  of  this  bombardment,  together  with  all  the  fire 
Fort  Wagner  had  been  subjected  to  since  the  commencement  of  our  attack  from 
land  and  naval  batteries,  its  defenses  were  not  materially  injured.  Our  fire  of  rifle 
shells  on  the  5th  and  6th  instant  at  the  bomproof  did  little  or  no  damage. 

General  Seymour,  who  led  the  two  assaults  of  the  11th  and  18th 
July,  sa}Ts  that — 

The  effect  of  the  firing  ashore  as  well  as  afloat  was  practically  nothing  in  disturb¬ 
ing  the  defensive  capacities  of  Wagner.  The  symmetry  of  the  work  was  somewhat 
disarranged,  nothing  more. 

Nor  did  the  armament  of  the  work  appear  to  be  permanently 
injured  more  than  its  ramparts  and  traverses;  in  general,  its  guns 
were  ready  to  recommence  as  soon  as  the  vessels  were. 

General  Gillmore  is  also  pleased  to  observe  that — 

It  reflects  no  discredit  on  our  Navy  to  say  that  Fort  Wagner,  with  its  garrison, 
covered  as  it  was  by  a  secure  bombproof  and  with  facilities  for  keeping  its  supplies 
of  men,  ammunition,  and  guns  unimpaired,  could  never  have  been  reduced  by  a 
naval  force  or  any  other  means  than  those  adopted,  viz,  by  sapping  up  to  the  ditch 
of  the  work  and  then  assaulting  or  threatening  an  assault  from  the  advanced  trenches. 

Front  the  best  intelligence  that  reached  us  there  was  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  interior  works  presented  similar  construction,  at 
least  to  naval  attack,  and  were  of  greater  extent  in  that  respect  than 
Wagner,  and  that  their  armaments  were  more  numerous  in  heavy 
calibers,  which  was  also  fairly  to  be  inferred,  for  if  we  found  this 
mere  outpost  so  well  prepared  to  resist  of  itself  our  utmost  efforts 
when  comparatively  surprised  at  the  first  attack,  would  not  the  six 
weeks  that  elapsed  between  that  event  and  the  cannonade  of  Sumter 
be  turned  to  account  in  improving  and  strengthening  the  inner 
defenses?*  To  conclude  otherwise  was  to  suppose  a  degree  of  imbe¬ 
cility  which  had  no  warrant  in  the  energy  and  completeness  of  the 

rebel  defense  of  Wagner.  .  .  .  , 

Assuming,  then,  as  there  was  every  propriety  in  doing,  that  the 
principal  works  within  were  more  formidable  to  natal  attack  than 
Wagner,  and  no  one  of  them  less  so  except  Ripley  and  Pinckney,  also 
that  they  supported  each  other,  it  was  evident  from  the  experience 
against  Wagner  that  there  was  not  the  remotest  probability  of  silencing 
permanently  any  one  of  the  land  batteries  of  the  harbor  by  means  ot  the 
ironclads’  fire  alone,  for  it  is  out  of  the  question  that  the  army  would 
then  be  able  to  give  any  support,  either  by  its  cannon  or  its  bayonets. 

*Under  date  of  21st  August,  the  rebel  general,  Ripley,  reports  “our  works  of  prep¬ 
aration  on  the  interior  lines  have  steadily  progressed.”—  Dahlgren. 
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If,  then,  this  squad  of  six  vessels,  which  General  Gillmore  prefers 
to  call  a  fleet,  could  not  disable  or  silence  permanently  any  of  these 
batteries,  it  must  either  pass  beyond  their  tire  or  withdraw  from  the 
harbor,  and  these,  under  the  circumstances,  were  the  real  conditions. 

To  go  above  and  out  of  the  reach  of  the  enemy’s  guns  required  that 
the  vessels  should  ascend  the  Cooper  River,  or  even  into  its  tributary, 
the  Wando,  where  it  must  be  admitted  that  if  they  were  entirely  out 
of  reach  of  the  hostile  batteries  they  were  equally  so  of  supplies,  of 
fuel,  and  ammunition,  just  when  a  steady  replenishment  of  both  was 
indispensable  to  them. 

To  do  this  might  have  been  to  sacrifice  the  ironclads;  and  as  it  was 
clear  that  no  good  effect  could  have  been  produced  on  the  earthworks, 
the  result  of  the  trial  so  clearly  to  be  anticipated  must  have  ended  in 
the  withdrawal  of  the  vessels  that  could  be  extricated  from  the  sit¬ 
uation. 

In  this  connection  may  here  be  introduced  the  opinions  of  naval  offi¬ 
cers  upon  the  question  generally  of  entering  the  harbor  in  order  to 
attack  its  defenses: 

In  April,  1863,  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont  reported  that  he  “crossed 
the  bar”  with  the  Ironsides ,  seven  monitors,  and  the  ironclad  Keokuk , 
“intending  to  proceed  the  same  day  to  the  attack  of  Fort  Sumter,  and 
thence  to  the  city  of  Charleston.”  It  was  the  next  day  before  the 
design  could  be  prosecuted.  Ou  approaching  the  entrance,  indications 
of  obstructions  were  unmistakable,  signaled  from  the  leading  vessel, 
the  Weehawken . 

The  admiral  says: 

Not  being  able  to  pass  the  obstructions,  the  Weehawken,  and  successively  the  Pas¬ 
saic,  Nahant,  and  others,  were  obliged  to  turn. 

Commodore  Rodgers,  so  justly  distinguished  afterwards  for  his  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  rebel  ram  Atlanta ,  reports: 

We  approached  very  close  to  the  obstructions  extending  from  Fort  Sumter  to  Fort 
Moultrie.  *  *  *  The  appearance  was  so  formidable  that  upon  deliberate  judg¬ 
ment  I  thought  it  right  not  to  entangle  the  vessel  in  obstructions  which  I  did  not 
think  we  could  have  passed  through,  and  in  which  we  should  have  been  caught. 

Captain  Worden  states: 

Some  minutes  later,  the  flood  tide  having  made,  and  setting  the  vessel  close  to  some 
formidable  looking  obstructions  (which  I  deemed  it  highly  important  to  avoid), 
*  *  *  as  soon  as  I  could  get  my  vessel  under  control,  which  it  was  quite  difficult 
to  do  in  avoiding  the  other  vessels. 

Captain  Arnmen,  a  very  experienced  officer,  then  commanding  the 
Patapsco ,  says: 

At,  that  time  or  before,  I  discovered  several  rows  of  buoys  above  us.  *  *  * 
Endeavoring  to  turn,  a  ship’s  length  short  of  the  Montauk,  we  found  the  headway  of 
the  vessel  cease,  and  that  she  no  longer  obeyed  the  helm.  Backing,  we  got  off. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances  as  observed  by  himself  and  reported 
by  his  officers,  Admiral  Du  Pont  arrived  at  the  opinion  (April  8)  “that 
Charleston  can  not  be  taken  by  a  purely  naval  attack,  and  the  army 
could  give  him  no  cooperation.  Had  I  succeeded  m  entering  the  har¬ 
bor,  I  should  have  had  1,200  men  and  32  guns,”  etc. 

Subsequently,  in  a  more  detailed  report,  he  says: 

Any  attempt  to  pass  through  the  obstructions  I  have  referred  to  would  have 
entangled  the  vessels  and  held  them  under  the  most  severe  fire  of  heavy  ordnance 
that  has  ever  been  delivered,  and  while  it  is  barely  possible  that  some  vessels  might 
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have  forced  their  way  through,  it  would  only  have  been  to  be  again  impeded  by 
fresh  and  more  formidable  obstructions  and  to  encounter  other  powerful  batteries 
with  which  the  whole  harbor  at  Charleston  has  been  lined. 

I  had  hoped  that  the  endurance  of  the  ironclads  would  have  enabled  them  to  have 
borne  any  weight  of  tire  to  which  they  might  have  been  exposed,  but  when  I  found 
that  so  large  a  portion  of  them  were  wholly  or  one-half  disabled  by  less  than  an 
hour’s  engagement,  before  attempting  to  remove  the  obstructions  or  testing  the 
power  of  the  torpedoes,  I  was  convinced  that.  persistence  in  the. attack. would  only 
result  in  the  loss  of  the  greater  portion  of  the  ironclad  fleet,  and  in  leaving  many  of 
them  inside  the  harbor  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  slowness  of  our  tire  and  our  inability  to  occupy  any  battery  that  we  might 
silence ,*  or  to  prevent  its  being  restored  under  cover  of  night,  were  difficulties  of  the 
gravest  character,  and  until  the  outer  forts  should  have  been  taken ,  the  army  could  not 
enter  the  harbor  or  afford  any  assistance. 

Six  of  the  monitors’  captains  also  addressed  a  communication  to  the 
Department  on  the  subject  of  the  attack,  in  which  they  state: 

And  even  supposing  this  point  passed  (Sumter  and  the  obstructions),  there  still 
remained  to  go  over  more  than  3  miles  of  water  before  reaching  the  city,  part  ot 
which  we  could  see  was  obstructed  by  piles,  and  all  of  which  offered  the  utmost 
convenience  for  torpedoes,  cables,  and  every  other  known  means  of  stopping  an 
advancing  naval  force,  to  say  nothing  of  the  guns. 

The  remaining  monitor’s  commander,  Captain  \\  orden,  had  already 
written  thus: 


After  testing  the  weight  of  the  enemy’s  fire,  and  observing  the  obstructions,  I  am 
led  to  believe  that  Charleston  can  not  be  taken  by  the  naval  force  now  present. 

These  were  the  opinions  which  were  then  entertained  by  the  best 
naval  authorities.  Between  that  date  and  the  23d  August,  Sumter  had 
been  battered  into  another  shape,  so  that  it  could  not  exert  as  severe 
a  tire  on  the  ironclads,  which  galled  them  on  the  7th  April,  but  it  was 
still  competent  to  shelter  a  garrison  that  could  protect  the  obstructions 
from  removal  by  boats  or  steam  tugs  and  cover  the  parties  sent  by 
night  to  renew  whatever  had  been  carried  away  by  the  tide  oi  cut  by 
our  scouts.  The  Sullivan’s  Island  batteries  had  in  all  probability  been 
strengthened  and  had  received  a  portion  of  the  guns  from  Sumter, 
which  it  is  but  reasonable  to  suppose  had  also  been  done  with  the 
interior  works;  indeed,  this  is  confirmed  by  subsequent  information. 
General  Riple}1-,  in  a  report  dated  August  21,  says: 

The  report  given  above  contains  the  principal  active  operations  of  the  defense  and 
attack  up  to  the  evening  of  the  20th.  During  the  time  included  m  it  our  works  of 
preparation  on  the  interim  lines  have  steadily  progressed  The  batteries  and  shelter 
on  Sullivan’s  Island  have  advanced  to  completion,  and  the  heavy  guns  and  moitars. 
which  have  been  received  and  secured  from  Fort  Sumter  have  been  placed  m  posi¬ 
tion,  etc. 

Important  change  had  also  occurred  in  the  capacity  of  the  attack 
the  ironclad  force  having  been  reduced  by  two  monitors  and  the  plated 
Keokuk,  while  two  of  the  remaining  monitors  were  each  disabled  in  a 


gun 


The  relative  power  of  attack  was  therefore  not  improved  certainly. 

On  the  22d  of  October,  however,  it  was  in  a  much  more  favorable 
condition.  The  batteries  of  Wagner  and  Cummings  1  bint  were  ready 
to  contribute  that  4 4  heavy  artillery  fire  which  General  Gil lmoi e  had 
promised  to  cover  the  operation  ot  entering.  Some  ot  the  momtois 
had  received  partial  repair;  there  was  one  more  present.  On  theothei 
hand  it  is  presumable  that  the  defense  had  not  been  idle  and  had 


*  Admiral  Du  Pont  had  not  the  subsequent  experience,  and  only  assumed  that  he 
could  not  occupy,  even  if  he  were  able  to  silence.— Dahlgken. 
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improved  the  interior  works.  Still,  on  the  whole,  the  attack  had 
gained  in  the  relative  condition. 

At  this  date  a  council  of  officers  was  convened  by  order  of  the  Navy 
Department,  when  the  whole  subject  of  attack  was  discussed  with  per¬ 
fect  freedom.  Ten  commanding  officers  were  present,  of  the  Ironsides , 
the  seven  monitors,  the  captain  of  the  fleet,  and  Captain  Ammen,  of 
my  staff,  who  had  much  experience  in  monitors,  and  commanded  the 
Patapseo  on  the  7th  April. 

This  council  first  decided  that  there  “  would  be  extreme  risk  incurred 
without  adequate  results  by  entering  the  harbor  of  Charleston  with 
the  seven  monitors,  the  object  being  to  penetrate  to  Charleston.” 

“Whether  the  Ironsides  should  go  in  with  the  monitors,”  the  vote 
was  divided  thus:  Ayes,  4;  nays,  4;  doubtful,  2. 

“  If  the  present  force  be  insufficient  to  enter  the  harbor,  would  it 
be  advisable  to  cooperate  with  the  army  in  an  attack  on  Sullivan’s 
Island?”  Ayes,  9;  nays,  1. 

“Can  Forts  Moultrie  and  Johnson  be  reduced  by  the  present  force 
of  ironclads,  unsupported  by  the  army?”  Unanimously,  no. 

About  four  months  later  (February  3,  1864)  Commodore  Rodgers 
replied  to  an  enquiry  by  a  committee  of  the  Senate  as  follows: 


Ordinarily  and  popularly,  to  take  a  place  means  to  take  its  defenses.  General 
Gillmore  was  forty-eight  days  on  Morris  Island,  acting  against  Fort  Wagner,  with 
some  10,000  or  12,000  men  against  a  garrison  of  about  1,500,  more  or  less,  assisted  by 
the  monitors  and  by  artillery,  which  excited  the  wonder  of  Europe.  After  forty- 
eight  days  he  took  the  place,  not  by  his  artillery  nor  by  monitors,  but  by  making 
military  approaches  and  threatening  to  cut  off  their  means  of  escape  and  take  the 
place  by  assault  And  when  he  took  it,  it  was  not  so  greatly  damaged  as  to  be  unten¬ 
able.  Now,  if  General  Gillmore,  on  the  same  island,  assisted  by  his  artillery  and  the 
whole  force  of  the  monitors,  in  forty-eight  days  could  not  capture  Fort  Wagner  alone 
by  them,  it  is  perfectly  certain  that  the  monitors  alone  never  can  take  the  much 
stronger  defenses  which  line  James  Island  and  Sullivan’s  Island.  In  going  up  to 
Charleston,  therefore,  he  would  have  to  run  by  the  defenses  and  leave  the  harbor, 
so  far  as  they  constitute  the  command  of  it,  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  and  when  he 
got  up  to  the  city  he  could  not  spare  a  single  man  from  his  monitors,  even  if  they 
should  consent  to  receive  him.  And  if  he  burned  the  town  he  would  burn  it  over 
the  heads  of  noncombatant  women  and  children,  while  the  men  who  defend  it  are 
away  in  the  forts.  I  should  be  reluctant  to  burn  a  house  over  a  woman’s  and  child’s 
head  because  her  husband  defied  me.  Dahlgren,  if  he  burns  Charleston,  will  be 
called  a  savage  by  all  Europe,  and  after  the  heat  of  combat  is  over  he  will  be  called 
a  savage  by  our  own  people.  But  there  are  obstructions  in  the  way  which  render  it 
doubtful  whether  he  can  get  there.  And  if  he  goes  up  under  the  guns  of  those  fortifi¬ 
cations,  sticks  upon  the  obstructions,  and  is  finally  driven  off  by  any  cause  leaving 
'  one  or  two  of  his  monitors  there  within  their  power,  they  will  get  them  off,  repair 
them,  and  send  them  out  to  what  part  of  the  coast  they  please,  and  give  a  new  char- 
aeter  to  the  war.  The  wooden  blockade  will  be  mainly  at  an  end,  unlimited  cotton 
going  out  and  unlimited  supplies  coming  in.  I  see  no  good  to  compensate  for  that 
risk,  except  it  be  in  satisfying  the  national  mind  that  retributive  justice  has  been 
done  against  the  city  of  Charleston,  the  nursery  of  the  rebellion.  He  might  possibly 
go  up  there  and  burn  the  town,  in  which  there  are  no  combatants,  and  a  place  which 
m  a  purely  military  point  of  view,  as  far  as  I  know,  possesses  no  value.  To  do  that' 
he  risks  losing  vessels  upon  the  obstructions,  and  if  they  should- be  so  lost,  and  fall 
into  the  enemy  s  hands,  a  new  phase  will  be  given  to  the  war.  In  a  word,  I  do  not 
think  the  game  is  worth  the  candle.  Whether  these  reasons  operate  with  him  I  do 
not  know;  they  would  with  me. 


Another  consideration  entered  largely  into  the  question  of  entering 
the  harbor— the  condition  and  prospects  of  our  land  forces  acting-  on 
Morris  Island.  ,s 

\\  hat  these  were  I  could  only  infer  from  such  facts  as  reached  me 
by  observation  or  otherwise.  I  had  witnessed  the  failure  of  two 
assaults,  the  slow  progress  of  the  approaches,  received  and  met  repeated 
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and  urgent  demands  from  General  Gillmore  for  the  fire  of  the  vessels 
to  cover  and  even  protect  his  positions,  had  heard  the  current  rumors 
of  sickness  in  the  camp,  and  was  informed  by  General  Gillmore  that 
he  had  “  lost  33  per  cent  in  killed,  wounded,  missing,  and  sick'1  of  the 
force  he  began  with. 

General  Gillmore  had  also  written  me  on  the  22d  July: 

I  feel,  as  doubtless  you  do,  that  thorough  cooperation  between  the  army  and  navy 
is  desirable,  and  that  neither  branch  of  the  service  can  at  the  present  moment 
advance  alone.  Each  has  already  failed  once  in  the  attempt  to  do  so. 

Appearances  did  not  lead  me,  therefore,  to  expect  that  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  army  could  proceed  without  the  cooperation  of  the  navy, 
even  in  reducing  Wagner,  much  less  in  advancing  from  the  lodgment 
there,  and  I  was  without  any  positive  information  from  General  Gill¬ 
more  further  than  what  concerned  the  measures  required  to  insure  the 
possession  of  Morris  Island. 

In  keeping  with  this  state  of  affairs  were  the  views  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  so  far  as  they  positively  indicated  the  object  in  view,  through 
the  order  of  June  6. 

Under  these  circumstances,  to  send  the  ironclads  into  the  harbor 
would  have  been  equivalent  to  depriving  the  army  of  a  useful  auxiliary 
and  placing  the  vessels  wrhere  they  could  not  assist  the  army  nor  the 
army  assist  them.  It  was  a  division  of  force,  almost  tantamount  to  a 
dispersion. 

From  what  is  now  disclosed  by  the  report  of  General  Gillmore,  it 
would  appear  that  my  judgment  in  this  respect  was  not  wide  of  the 
mark.  On  the  10th  August  he  says,  in  this  document,  that  (sec.  135) 
“it  was  a  question  of  grave  doubt  whether  we  could  push  forward  our 
trenches  much  farther,  with  the  advantages  to  all  appearances  so 
entirely  on  the  side  of  the  enemy.” 

On  the  same  day  he  wrote  General  Halleck: 

The  army  here,  so  long  as  it  remains  greatly  inferior  in  numbers  to  that  of  the 
enemy,  must  remain  defensively  on  these  sea  islands. 

On  the  27th  August  he  says: 

The  dark  and  gloomy  days  of  the  siege  were  now  upon  us.  Our  daily  losses, 
though  not  heavy,  were  on  the  increase.  A  feeling  of  despondency  began  to  pervade 
the  rank  and  file  of  the  command. 

1  have  endeavored  to  include  in  the  foregoing  a  statement  of  the  best 
intelligence  that  I  had  of  the  defenses  of  the  harbor,  of  the  natural 
advantages  which  the  shore  line  gave  for  the  distribution  of  these 
defenses,  so  that  the  batteries  could  be  variously  combined  on  the  main 
channel  and  give  full  effect  to  the  natural  cut  do  scccj  the  condition 
and  force  of  the  ironclads  which  were  to  attack;  some  account  of  oui 
experience  in  battering  earthworks,  showing  how  partial  and  limited 
was  the  effect  of  cannon  only;  what  could  be  learned  of  the  torpedoes 
and  entanglements  that  were  to  act  on  the  ironclads  when  under  heavy 
tire,  and,  finally,  the  best  naval  opinions  that  bore  directly  on  these  very 
questions,  all  concurring  in  the  correctness  of  the  course  pursued 
under  the  circumstances. 

Additional  to  these  conditions  were  the  position  and  prospects  of  our 
land  forces  on  Morris  Island,  which  seemed  to  require  the  utmost  aid 

that  the  ships  were  capable  of.  .  . 

To  all  this  General  Gillmore  chooses  to  oppose  a  contrary  opinion, 
and,  singularly  enough,  selects  a  period  (23d  August  to  Sth  Septembei) 
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for  the  separation  of  our  forces,  which,  of  all  others,  was  probably  the 
last  to  be  chosen,  an  error  arising  from  his  reliance  on  one  single  con¬ 
dition,  the  alleged  lack  of  preparation  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
entirely  disregarding  the  fact  that  it  was  also  the  moment  when,  of  all 
others,  the  condition  and  position  of  his  force  and  of  mine  clearly  for¬ 
bade  any  such  movement,  being  least  able  to  use  the  opportunity,  even 
if  it  offered,  which  was  by  no  means  certain. 

He  seems  to  forget  also  that  he  himself  had  assigned  particular 
conditions  as  necessary  for  the  entrance  of  the  fleet,  which  were  his 
possession  of  Fort  Wagner  and  Gumming’ s  Point  and  a  ‘  ‘  heavy  artillery 
fire”  from  these  positions,  together  with  the  demolition  of  Fort 
Sumter. 

The  troops  also  were  to  assist  the  operations  of  the  ironclads  after 
they  had  passed  into  the  Cooper  River,  and  then  was  to  culminate  this 
ingenious  strategy — the  enemy  would  evacuate  Sullivan’s  Island. 

Of  course  it  is  well  known  that  we  had  not  possession  of  Wagner 
nor  the  point  on  the  23d  August,  nor  for  fifteen  days  afterwards; 
therefore  there  could  be  no  assisting  fire  from  our  guns  on  those 
positions.  Demolished  Sumter  still  held  its  garrison  and  continued  to 
do  so  for  nearly  two  years,  so  as  to  protect  the  obstructions  against  all 
our  attempts,  while  the  troops  were  yet  unable  to  take  Wagner,  and 
might  remain  so  for  some  time,  were  inferior  in  numbers  to  the  enemy 
on  the  10th  August,  and  therefore  were  bound  to  remain  defensively  on 
the  sea  islands.  How,  then,  could  they  assist  the  ironclads,  which  in 
diminished  force  had  been  able  to  entrap  themselves  in  the  Wando? 

The  success  which  was  to  be  achieved  is  left  to  surmise,  and  may  be 
considered  to  be  an  anticipation  of  what  is  indicated  as  the  result  of 
entering  at  a  later  period.  Of  this  I  will  speak  in  that  connection 
hereafter. 

This  idea  of  having  the  ironclads  to  enter  during  those  ten  or  fifteen 
decisive  days  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the  original  plan  of  General 
Gillmore.  It  was  an  afterthought,  new  to  me,  certainly,  until  I  saw  it 
in  the  report  some  eighteen  months  subsequently. 

There  was  another  plan  by  General  Gillmore,  which  was  to  take 
charge  of  the  future  movements  of  the  ironclads,  though  at  the  time  it 
was  also  unknown  to  me.  It  forms  the  staple  of  the  argument  that 
pervades  the  narrative  more  or  less,  and  is  therefore  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  (page  16): 

First.  To  make  a  descent  upon  and  obtain  possession  of  the  south  end  of  Morris 
Island,  known  to  be  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  then  being  strongly  fortified  by  him 
offensively  and  defensively. 

Second.  To  lay  siege  to  and  reduce  Fort  Wagner;  with  Fort  Wagner,  the  work  on 
Cumming’s  Point  would  also  fall. 

Third.  From  the  position  thus  secured,  to  demolish  Fort  Sumter,  and  afterwards 
cooperate  with  the  fleet;  when  it  was  ready,  to  move  in  by  a  heavy  artillery  fire. 

Fourth.  The  monitors  and  ironclads  to  enter,  remove  the  channel  obstructions, 
run  by  the  batteries  on  James  and  Sullivan’s  islands,  and  reach  the  city. 

I  shall  be  sustained  by  all  the  information  in  my  possession  when  I 
say  that  no  such  plan  ever  was  agreed  upon,  as  stated  by  General 
Gillmore. 

The  views  of  the  Department,  as  signified  by  its  order  of  the  6th 
June,  looked  solely  to  a  combined  operation  by  land  and  water,  nothing- 
more,  and  this  had  my  entire  concurrence.  It  was  the  most  judicious 
course  that  could  be  pursued  after  events  had  shown  the  perils  of 
attacks  purely  military  or  naval,  and  the  military  part  of  General 
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Gillmore’s  plan  had  not  even  the  merit  of  originality  when  he  was 
called  to  Washington  late  in  May,  for  General  Hunter  had  stood  on 
the  brink  of  the  passage  to  Morris  Island  six  weeks  previous,  anxious 
to  begin  the  very  work  that  at  a  later  day  was  begun,  with  the  same 
number  of  troops  and  the  batteries  in  hand,  but  which  did  not  previ¬ 
ously  proceed  because  General  Hunter  could  not  receive  the  very 
assistance  that  General  Gillmore  so  freely  received  at  a  later  day,  and 
now  some  eighteen  months  later  announces  that  he  did  not  need. 

So  far  as  General  Gillmore  chose  to  venture  the  vessels  did  go,  and 
thus  all  that  was  promised  in  the  way  of  cooperation  was  given  and 
was  successful. 

Admiral  Du  Font  had  written  to  the  Navy  Department,  after  the 
attack  of  Tth  April,  that  “Charleston  could  not  be  taken  by  a  purely 
naval  attack,”  and  to  this  the  order  of  the  Department  of  the  Oth 
June  seemed  a  direct  reply: 

General  Gillmore  has  been  ordered  to  take  charge  of  the  Department  of  the  South, 
and  you  will  please  afford  him  all  the  aid  and  assistance  in  your  power  in  conduct¬ 
ing  his  operations. 

On  the  4th  and  5th  July,  when  I  first  conferred  with  General  Gill¬ 
more  upon  the  business  in  hand,  not  a  word  was  uttered  by  General 
Gillmore  regarding  any  plan  that  had  been  agreed  on  elsewhere,  nor 
was  mention  made  of  any  subject  save  cooperation  against  Morris 
Island;  that  alone  was  the  subject  of  arrangement.  What  passed  may 
be  shown  by  the  following  extracts  of  a  letter  of  the  7th  July,  from 
General  Gillmore,  in  which  he  says: 

I  will  recapitulate  the  arrangements  for  cooperating  already  agreed  upon  by  us,  as 
follows: 

1st.  I  am  to  attack  Morris  Island  on  Thursday  morning  next. 

3d.  The  navy  is  to  enter  the  channel  abreast  of  Morris  Island  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  say  about  sunrise. 

He  concludes  thus:  “My  desire  that  there  should  be  a  perfect  and 
cordial  understanding  between  us  in  these  combined  operations,  etc. 

It  will  be  seen  that  all  this  is  perfectly  in  accord  with  the  course  of 
previous  events  and  with  the  sense  of  the  Department  s  order  of  the 

6th  J une.  . 

I  knew  nothing  whatever  of  any  other  arrangement  from  General 
Gillmore  then ,  nor  during  the  operations  against  Morris  Island,  nor 
did  I  imao-ine  that  the  combined  operation  was  to  cease,  until  the  fifth 
September,  when  tasked  General  Gillmore  to  assist  me  by  opening 
fire  on  Sumter,  in  order  to  drive  out  its  garrison,  biiat,  my  fi]  A 
request  for  assistance,  was  substantially  rejected,  [and]  though  for 
sixty  davs  1  had  faithfully  contributed  all  that  had  been  asked  of  me 
in  support  of  the  army,  the  answer  was  equivalent  to  an  intimation 
that  I  must  rely  on  my  own  resources  to  reduce  Charleston  and  its 
interior  defenses,  while  General  Gillmore,  with  all  his  force,  assisted 
by  all  mine,  had  onl}T  been  able  to  occupy  Morris  Island  in  two  months 
and  demolish  Sumter  after  his  own  fashion. 

When  I  read  the  report  of  General  Gillmore  it  was  plain  to  me 
from  the  very  terms  employed  that  the  writer  had  no  authority  01 
interpreting  the  intentions  of  the  [Navy]  Department  into  an  agree¬ 
ment  to  follow  a  certain  plan  marked  out  by  himself.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  Department  understood  very  differently  the  prospects  held 
out  in  case  he  could  be  assisted  to  the  occupation  of  Mori  is  lslant . 

On  the  9th  October  the  Department  apprised  me,  m  the  course  ot  a 
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general  communication,  that  “previous  to  his  departure  to  assume 
his  present  command,  General  Gillmore  stated  that,  once  in  possession 
of  Cumming’s  Point,  he  could  thence  reduce  Forts  Moultrie  and  John¬ 
son.”  This  opinion  has  probably  undergone  no  change  by  what  has 
since  occurred. 

Such  a  result  would  have  indeed  brought  about  quickly  a  triumph¬ 
ant  consummation  of  the  national  desire.  Once  in  possession  of  these 
points,  the  ironclads  would  have  entered  and  the  fall  of  the  city  would 
have  followed  inevitably. 

As  it  was,  with  those  strongholds  and  Sumter  left  in  possession  of 
the  rebels,  the  fourth  item  of  the  programme  is  a  perfect  non  sequitur 
to  the  preceding  three— a  great  operation  by  a  divided  force,  which, 
when  united,  had  only  taken  an  outpost  in  sixty  days. 

It  is  the  climax  of  absurdity  to  suppose  that  a  military  commander 
would  have  been  permitted  to  dispose  of  a  naval  force  so  essential  to 
the  welfare  of  the  country  without  even  consulting  the  naval  com¬ 
mander,  and  1  have  no  hesitation  in  affirming  that  no  officer  actually 
responsible  for  the  conduct  of  naval  affairs  could  have  bound  himself 
to  any  such  plan. 

I  look  upon  it  as  undeniable  also  that  if  the  Department  had  ever 
accepted  the  plan  of  General  Gillmore,  as  embraced  in  the  four  prop¬ 
ositions,  so  as  to  make  it  a  condition  that  the  fleet  should  enter  the 
harbor  of  Charleston  on  the  attainment  of  certain  results  by  General 
Gillmore,  I  would  have  been  so  informed. 

It  is  also  fairly  to  be  supposed  that  if  General  Gillmore  himself  had 
at  the  time  considered  such  a  plan  to  have  been  agreed  on  he  would 
have  referred  to  it  in  the  conferences  on  the  subject  of  our  joint  opera¬ 
tions,  particularly  at  the  first  interview;  but  it  will  be  seen  from  the 
written  recapitulation  by  himself  of  what  passed  on  the  occasion  that 
nothing  of  the  kind  was  mentioned. 


.  We  have  nothing  absolute,  even  from  the  War  Department,  as  to 
its  understanding  of  the  matter,  for  General  Gillmore  admits  that  he 
had  no  written  instructions. 

Finally,  it  seems  that  General  Gillmore  held  out  to  the  Navy 
Department  a  grander  promise  of  what  would  ensue  if  he  were  assisted 
by  the  navy  to  the  possession  of  Morris  Island  than  was  contained  in 
the  plan  now  announced  in  his  report. 

Had  ho  been  able  to  realize  such  results  as  the  capture  of  Johnson 
and  Moultiie,  there  would  have  been  no  need  of  an  extended  argument 
to  demonstrate  what  the  navy  should  have  done  upon  a  basis  ridicu¬ 
lously  small  in  comparison,  yet  not  even  supplied  fully  in  one  respect, 
and  very  tardily  in  another. 

Foi  instance,  I  ort  Sumter  was  to  be  demolished,  destroyed — its 
offensive  power  destroyed— in  the  words  of  General  Gillmore.  He 
writes  thus  (section  26): 

I  had  entertained  the  opinion  that  Fort  Sumter  could  be  reached  and  reduced  or 
its  offensive  power  entirely  destroyed,  etc. 


Section  29: 


The  principal  question  was  to  what  extent  the  fall  of  Sumter  or  the  destruction  o' 
its  offensive  power,  etc. 

Section  31: 

That  stronghold  once  demolished  or  its  offensive  power  practically  destroyed,  etc. 
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Section  33: 

It  was  therefore  determined  to  attempt  the  destruction  of  Fort  Sumter,  etc. 

Section  37: 

From  the  positions  thus  secured  (Wagner  and  Cumming’s  Point)  to  demolish  Fort 
Sumter,  etc. 

There  can  be  no  misunderstanding  of  the  terms  thus  used;  their 
signification  is  plain  and  direct.  Fort  Sumter,  so  far  as  it  could  be 
put  to  any  use  whatever  in  retarding  or  influencing  our  operations, 
was  to  be  obliterated. 

Now,  in  fact,  the  result  of  the  cannonading  up  to  the  23d  August, 
from  the  batteries  beyond  Wagner,  and  of  October  and  November, 
from  Wagner  and  the  Point,  failed  to  do  more  than  deprive  one  of  the 
forts  at  the  entrance  of  its  principal  power  to  injure  the  armor  of  the 
ironclads.  The  work  still  possessed  the  capacity  to  do  its  part  in  driv¬ 
ing  off  such  a  force  as  could  undertake  to  remove  the  obstructions, 
and  unless  these  were  removed  it  was  nearly  certain  that  some  of  the 
ironclads  would  be  stopped  from  entering. 

General  Gillmore  had  no  right  whatever  to  qualify  his  own  condi¬ 
tions  and  assume  his  part  fulfilled  when  it  was  so  evident  that  such 
was  not  the  case,  if  the  alleged  agreement  had  ever  been  made. 

It  is  plain  that  the  plan  which  General  Gillmore  alleges  was  agreed 
to  by  the  Navy  Department  never  was  so  accepted,  and  I  think  that  a 
consideration  of  the  part  which  he  now  assigns  to  the  navy  will  show 
conclusive^  that  no  naval  authority  ever  would  have  bound  itself 
thereto. 

The  fourth  proposition  of  General  Gillmore’s  plan  required  the 
fleet  to  be  placed  in  the  Cooper  or  Wando  River,  but  does  not  explain 
what  consequence  was  expected  to  follow.  This  is  stated  at  page  17, 
section  39: 

The  outer  line  of  defenses,  thus  broken  through,  would  be  abandoned  by  the 
enemy,  for  the  control  of  the  Cooper  and  Wando  rivers  by  our  gunboats,  and  the 
operations  of  the  land  forces,  which  they  could  then  aid  and  cover,  would  compel 
the  evacuation  of  Sullivan’s  Island. 

I  have  already  made  it  plain  that  the  ironclads  would  have  been 
entirely  incompetent  to  disable  permanently  a  single  battery  in  the 
harbor,  and  it  is  to  be  observed,  moreover,  that  this  is  not  contem¬ 
plated  by  General  Gillmore,  for  his  fourth  proposition  only  requires 
that  the  ironclads  were  “to  run  by  the  batteries,”  so  that,  when  in  the 
Cooper  or  Wando,  all  the  hostile  batteries  which  had  been  passed 
remained  intact  and  interposed  between  the  land  forces  on  Morris 
Island  and  the  ironclads  above  the  city,  to  say  nothing  of  the  superior 
forces  of  the  rebels. 

In  this  situation  our  ironclads  were  “to  aid  and  cover  the  operations 
of  the  land  forces.” 

How  this  is  to  be  done,  General  Gillmore  does  not  explain,  and  it 
certainly  does  not  appear  from  any  ordinary  examination  of  the 
premises.*  There  would  be  3  miles  of  channel  between  the  divisions 
of  our  forces  entirely  controlled  by  the  enemy’s  batteries.  If  the 
vessels  in  the  Wando  were  to  cover  the  operations  of  the  troops,  the 
latter  must  contrive  to  get  within  fair  grape  range.  They  could  not 
follow  the  ironclads,  and  the  ironclads  could  not  take  them  on  board; 

*0n  the  contrary,  this  singular  strategy  would  have  completely  disabled  either 
party  from  assisting  the  other. — Dahlgken. 
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the  junction  of  the  divisions  must  therefore  be  by  land.  This  must 
take  place  by  transferring  the  men  from  the  outer  island  to  James 
Island,  or  to  Sullivan’s  Island,  or  to  the  rear  of  it.  At  any  point 
of  landing,  however,  General  Gillmore  would  be  met  by  the  concen¬ 
trated  forces  of  the  enemy,  transferred  with  facility  from  one  part  of 
the  harbor  to  another. 

But  General  Gillmore  has  in  another  place  put  aside  the  idea  of 
such  operations.  He  says  (section  28): 

A  land  attack  upon  Charleston  was  not  even  discussed  at  any  of  the  interviews  to 
which  I  was  invited,  and  was  certainly  never  contemplated  by  me. 

How  these  inconsistencies  are  to  be  reconciled  is  not  very  apparent. 

It  is  very  certain,  however,  from  the  experience  that  has  been 
obtained  that  the  troops  would  not  attack  the  rebel  positions  on  .Tames 
or  Sullivan’s  Island  without  being  covered  by  the  navy,  and  that  was 
the  condition  to  their  operations  as  stated  by  General  Gillmore,  but 
how  that  was  to  be  done  when  the  ironclads  had  got  into  the  Wando, 
leaving  the  troops  on  Morris  Island,  is  not  made  known  by  the  general; 
it  is  certainly  incomprehensible  by  any  recognized  naval  proceeding. 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  a  project  which,  under  the  circum¬ 
stances,  would  have  been  so  inexcusable,  particularly  during  those 
“decisive  days,”  when  we  had  not  Wagner  and  did  not  know  when  we 
should  get  it.  To  run  in  the  small  force  of  ironclads,  incurring  cer¬ 
tain  loss  in  the  passage,  and  lodge  them  in  the  Wando,  leaving  the 
concentrated  power  of  the  enemy  between  the  camp  and  the  vessels, 
so  that  not  a  pound  of  coal  nor  a  round  of  ammunition  could  reach  the 
latter,  with  no  possibility  of  effecting  any  military  result,  and  having 
to  get  out  less  easily  than  we  got  in,  would  have  been  sheer  madness. 
With  a  sufficient  force  to  secure  the  squadron  against  serious  disaster, 
I  would  have  gratified  the  popular  yearning  to  see  the  Union  fleet  pass 
inside,  but  not  with  the  force  which  I  had  at  the  time. 

If  the  propriety  of  going  in  or  not  had  been  evenly  balanced,  there 
still  remained  a  good  reason  for  postponement  besides  those  already 
named — that  was,  the  expectation  of  reinforcements.  The  Onondaga 
and  Canonicus  were  to  be  ready  by  the  1st  October,  and,  with  the 
Sangamon ,  might  then  be  expected,  which  would  have  given  me  nine 
monitors  with  one  turret  each,  one  ironclad  with  two  turrets,  and  the 
Ironsides ,  making  a  total  of  38  guns,  or  58  per  cent  greater  power  in 
armament  than  on  the  23d  August. 

This  was,  in  my  opinion,  the  very  least  force  that  should  have  gone 
in  without  connection  with  the  army.  The  Richmond  was  also  to  be 
looked  for,  and,  covered  by  so  many  ironclads,  her  fine  battery  would 
have  been  very  useful. 

But  even  with  this  force  it  would  not  have  been  most  judicious  to 
attack  the  general  position  only  in  front,  where  it  was  strongest, 
instead  of  assailing  the  flanks,  which  were  more  open.  The  move¬ 
ment  in  July,  1864,  by  the  Stono  gave  the  enemy  much  more  uneasi¬ 
ness  and  menaced  Charleston  more  seriously  than  any  other  previously; 
so  much  so  as  to  draw  to  that  point  nearly  all  the  available  force, 
when,  by  a  skillful  move,  two  regiments  were  sent  against  Johnson. 
The  surprise  was  complete  and  nearty  placed  us  in  possession  of  the 
fort. 

When  General  Sherman  moved  upon  Columbia  and  wished  to  press 
the  enemy  at  Charleston,  he  did  not  ask  the  fleet  to  enter  the  harbor, 
but  that  the  land  and  sea  forces  should  attack  by  way  of  Stono  and  by 
the  other  flank  at  Bull’s  Bay. 
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Finally,  when  Morris  Island  was  evacuated,  the  same  process  might 
have  been  applied  to  Sullivan’s  Island  by  landing  on  Long  Island  and 
flanking  from  seaward  with  the  [fleet]. 

The  preceding  has  reference  to  the  strictures  which  General  Gill- 
more  has  very  gratuitously  chosen  to  announce  after  a  consideration 
of  the  subject  so  deliberate  as  to  appear  some  eighteen  months  after 
the  events. 

During  this  time  a  necessity  arose  for  expressing  an  official  opinion 
on  the  qualities  of  the  monitors,  in  which  I  spoke  of  their  service  and 
incidentally  observed  that  the  time  required  to  reduce  Wagner  had 
given  the  enemy  a  better  opportunity  to  improve  the  interior  defenses 
and  thus  retarded  operations  against  Charleston. 

The  purpose  of  this  was  to  meet  the  representations  that  had  been 
circulated  in  the  newspapers  as  to  the  causes  of  the  delajq  and  which 
were  doing  great  injustice  to  the  whole  naval  proceeding. 

My  observation  seems  to  have  given  great  offense  to  General  Gill- 
more  and  elicits  a  course  of  remark  not  less  sophistical  than  those  on 
which  I  have  just  commented. 

It  is  obvious  to  the  plainest  mind  that  I  never  meant  to  say,  and  my 
words  do  not  express  the  meaning,  that  Wagner  would  interfere  with 
the  passage  of  vessels  in  the  roads  which  intended  to  attack  the  city. 
A  naval  force  strong  enough  for  this  purpose  could  not  be  detained 
by  a  work  like  Wagner. 

The  troops  and  vessels  had  commenced  a  combined  operation, 
designed  to  obtain  possession  of  Morris  Island,  which  was  also  to  lead 
to  the  real  demolition  of  Sumter,  and  subsequent  operations  were  to 
pivot  entirely  on  the  results  so  obtained.  Wagner,  which  was  in 
effect  Morris  Island,  was  not  captured  until  the  7th  September,  and 
Sumter  was  never  demolished  in  the  plain  common  sense  of  the 
term.  One  of  the  very  conditions  which  General  Gillmore  had 
imposed  on  himself— that  is,  “a  heavy  cooperative  artillery  fire” 
from  Wagner  and  Cumming’s  Point— was  not  actually  in  operation 
until  the  26th  of  October. 

Now.  I  considered  myself  under  arrangements  with  General  Gill- 
more,  partly  written,  partly  implied,  to  assist  him.  On  the  22d  July, 
for  instance,  he  wrote  me: 

I  feel,  as  doubtless  you  do,  that  thorough  cooperation  between  the  army  and  navy 
is  desirable  and  that  neither  branch  of.  the  service  can  at  the  present  moment 
advance,  both  having  already  failed  once  in  the  attempt. 

As  he  was  repeatedly  calling  on  me  for  assistance,  the  united  force 
was  thus  unavoidably  delayed  by  the  resistance  of  Wagner,  and  that 
time  was  undoubtedly  used  by  the  enemy  to  improve  their  defenses. 
It  may  be  equally  true  that  they  had  been  so  engaged  before  and  after 
the  period  named. 

That  is  the  meaning  really  of  the  paragraph  in  my  report  to  which 
General  Gillmore  alludes  and  not  the  quibble  which  he  has  chosen  to 

substitute.  ,  . 

In  this  note  General  Gillmore  also  asserts  that  “some  time  elapsed 
before  any  of  its  (Sumter’s)  guns  were  mounted  by  the  enemy  at  other 
points  in  the  harbor.” 

And  vet  in  a  letter  to  me  dated  August  23d,  he  admits  that  some 
of  the  guns  from  the  gorge  and  the  adjacent  face  looking  toward  Cum¬ 
ming’s  Point,  were  doubtless  removed  to  James  and  Sullivan’s  islands 
before  the  bombardment  commenced  or  during  the  progress.” 
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“Doubtless?”  Certainly,  because  it  was  very  plain  from  the  first 
that  the  combined  operation  must  lead  to  the  occupation  of  Morris 
Island,  and  therefore  to  the  disarmament  of  Sumter. 

Its  guns  could,  therefore,  very  little  retard  the  fall  of  Wagner,  and 
as  they  would  be  useful  in  other  works,  their  removal  was  to  be 
expected  at  an  early  date. 

We  know  now  that  this  was  done  and  was  begun  even  lief  ore  we 
landed  on  Morris  Island,  for  it  seems  such  an  event  was  anticipated. 

A  British  officer  who  visited  Sumter  one  month  before  the  opera¬ 
tion  began  on  the  10th  July,  says: 

The  guns  have  been  removed  from  the  casemates  on  the  eastern  face. 

And  General  Ripley  reports  officially  on  the  21st  August: 

The  heavy  guns  and  mortars  which  have  been  received  and  secured  from  Fort 
Sumter  have  been  placed  in  position. 

General  Gillmore’s  admission  to  me  by  letter,  made  at  the  time,  and 
my  own  opinion  are,  therefore,  not  only  sustained  by  probabilities, 
but  by  the  facts,  and  present  a  flat  denial  to  his  assertion  made  in  print 
so  long  subsequently. 

There  is  another  passage  in  this  note  which  is  worthy  of  observation. 
It  runs  thus: 

Of  the  actual  strength  of  those  improvements  we  had  no  reliable  information,  as 
they  were  never  tested  or  encountered  by  the  ironclads. 

The  conclusion  from  such  an  unqualified  remark  is  naturally  that 
information  in  regard  to  an  enemy’s  position  or  defense  is  not  to  be 
relied  on  until  obtained  by  actual  trial. 

The  practice  of  General  Gillmore  seems  to  favor  the  idea  that  he 
may  sometimes  proceed  upon  such  a  notion.  Thus,  in  speaking  of 
Fort  Wagner,  he  says  that  (section  82): 

The  nature  of  its  construction  demanded  and  enticed  an  actual  attempt  upon  the 
work  to  make  manifest  its  real  and  concealed  elements  of  strength. 

Being  so  enticed,  he  did  make  the  attempt — not  once,  but  twice — 
the  result  of  which  was  that  some  1,600  or  1,700  good  Union  soldiers 
fell  on  the  ramparts  and  in  the  ditches  of  Wagner,  among  them  such 
men  as  Shaw  and  Putnam  and  Strong. 

Having  thus  satisfied  himself  of  the  “real  and  concealed  elements 
of  strength”  in  Wagner,  General  Gillmore  coolly  remarks  that  the 
result  (section  101)  “induced  a  modification  of  the  plan  of  operations, 
or  rather  a  change  in  the  order  previously  determined  upon.” 

There  must  be  a  limit,  however,  even  to  this  tentative  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding,  for  a  man  may  try  his  head  against  a  brick  wall  and  be  able 
to  draw  off  so  as  to  modify  his  operations  afterwards;  but  if  he  ven¬ 
tures  into  a  steel  trap  he  may  be  unable  to  make  any  “change  in  the 
order  previously  determined  upon.” 

1  think  the  Department  would  hardly  have  held  it  justifiable  in  me 
to  have  sent  the  small  force  of  ironclads  into  Charleston  Harbor  for 
the  purpose  of  making  sure  of  its  “real  and  concealed  elements  of 
strength,”  when  it  was  evident  that  it  could  not  be  done  without  com¬ 
mitting  them  to  a  decisive  result  which  there  was  every  reason  to 
believe  would  terminate  disastrously. 

All  operations,  military  as  well  as  naval,  must  not  only  have  an 
advantage  in  view,  but  a  reasonable  prospect  of  acquiring  it;  and  risk 
of  loss  is  only  justifiable  when  it  may  be  compensated  by  the  result, 
or  when  no  other  course  is  possible. 
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Still,  if  one  will  yield  to  the  enticement  which  the  nature  of  an 
undertaking  calls  for  in  order  “  to  make  manifest  its  real  and  concealed 
elements  of  strength  or,  in  plain  words,  if  you  will  risk  your  means 
or  the  lives  of  your  men  in  order  to  learn  what  the  strength  is  of  a 
work,  let  the  execution  embrace  everything  that  is  needed  to  economize 
life. 

On  the  10th  of  July  our  troops  landed  on  Morris  under  cover  of  a 
heavy  fire  from  the  land  batteries  and  the  monitors,  and  by  9  in  the 
morning  had  driven  the  rebels  into  Wagner,  being  then,  as  General 
Gillmore  states  (section  73),  in  occupation  of  “three-fourths  of  the 
island,  and  his  skirmishers  within  musket  range  of  Fort  Wagner.” 
At  the  same  time  four  monitors  lay  off  the  work  and  began  to 
cannonade  it  at  good,  effective  range. 

The  report  proceeds:  “The  heat  being  intense  and  the  troops 
exhausted,  offensive  operations  were  suspended  for  the  day.” 

Section  74.  Brigadier-General  Seymour  was  ordered  “to  carry  Fort 
Wagner  by  assault  at  daybreak  on  the  following  morning.  The 
attempt  failed.” 

Evidently,  if  an  assault  was  to  be  made,  it  should  have  proceeded 
forthwith  on  the  spot.  The  enemy  had  just  been  driven  in  confusion 
from  his  positions;  the  “  weakness  of  his  defenses,”  if  not  apparent, 
was  certainly  at  its  lowest  point,  while  our  power  was  at  its  maximum 
morally  as  well  as  physically.  To  quote  General  Gillmore’s  words: 
“That  was  the  time  when  success  could  have  been  most  easily 
achieved,”  provided  it  was  proper  that  an  assault  was  to  be  tried. 

It  was  not  done,  however,  on  that  day  because  “the  heat  was  intense 
and  the  troops  exhausted,”  meaning,  it  is  supposed,  the  men  of  the 
column  that  had  landed,  amounting  to  2,500  or  3,000  men.  But  Gen¬ 
eral  Gillmore  had  some  11,000  men  available,  and  it  is  but  fair  to  sup¬ 
pose  that  they  were  in  hand  at  the  time.  Less  than  4,000  had  been 
pushed  up  the  Stono  by  way  of  demonstration  only,  leaving  a  probable 
balance  of  4,000  or  5,000.  'if,  then,  the  demonstration  could  not  have 
been  made  with  half  the  force  used  (and  that  was  worth  considering) 
there  were  troops  sufficient  to  make  the  assault  on  the  10th,  particu¬ 
larly  if  the  landing  force  had  been  allowed  a  few  hours  for  rest  and 

food.  . 

If  any  probability  amounted  almost  to  a  certainty,  it  was  that  the 
enemy  would  use  all  means  to  strengthen  the  work,  especially  with 
men.  And  so  it  proved.  “In  the  evening  Wagner  was  reinforced  by 
Colonel  Olmstead’s  command  of  Georgia  troops.” 

Having  lost  this  precious  time,  the  assault  was  made  next  morning 
without  the  first  word  that  would  have  enabled  me  to  flank  the  work 
with  the  monitors.  It  was  repulsed  quickly,  and  thus  an  effort,  which 
had  its  best  chance  of  success  if  made  a  few  hours  alter  we  landed, 
aided  by  the  navy  fire,  was  repulsed  next  clay  by  an  enemy  which  had 
been  reinforced  whilst  our  troops  had  not  the  assistance  of  the  monitors 
that  could  have  been  had  on  the  least  notice. 

So  much  for  the  tentative  process  which  General  Gillmore  then 

advocated.  ,  .  , 

If  it  proves  anything,  it  is  certainly  not  favorable  to  the  notion 
which  it  seems  to  convey,  that  the  ironclads  should  have  been  plunged 
into  the  harbor  in  order  to  obtain  •“ reliable  information”  of  the 
strength  of  the  improvements. 

n  w  r — vol  16 - 29 
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Not  content  with  undertaking  to  saddle  the  accomplishment  of  an 
impossibility  on  the  navy,  the  report  of  General  Gillmore  most 
ungraciously  denies  to  the  service  actualty  performed  that  merit  in 
the  reduction  of  Morris  Island  which  is  so  manifestly  due  to  the 
squadron. 

At  page  130  (section  262)  occurs  the  following: 

While  it  would  have  been  entirely  practicable  for  us  to  have  pushed  forward  oui 
approaches  to  Fort  Wagner  without  the  cooperating  fire  of  our  gunboats,”  etc. 

This  depreciation  of  hard  and  faithful  labor  so  qualifies  the  award 
that  follows  as  to  deprive  it  of  all  value. 

A  writer  in  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal  has  already  exposed  the 
fallacy  of  the  assertion  by  quoting  from  General  Gillmore’s  own  report 
the  repeated  and  urgent  demand  which  he  made  by  signal  for  the  aid 
of  the  naval  fire. 

If  more  than  these  were  needed  to  convict  the  statement  of  gross 
wrong  and  inconsistency  with  facts,  it  may  be  found  in  the  reference 
already  made  to  General  Hunter’s  inability  to  begin  and  proceed  with¬ 
out  the  very  aid  that  General  Gillmore  received  from  me. 

General  Gillmore  also  contributes  some  evidence  against  himself: 

Under  date  June  30th  he  writes: 

My  preparations  are  nearly  completed,  but  I  can  do  nothing  until  Admiral 
Du  Pont’s  successor  arrives  and  gets  ready  to  work. 

To  be  sure,  this  is  accompanied  by  the  contradictory  remark,  “I 
believe  we  could  get  Morris  Island  without  the  assistance  of  the  navy,” 
which  involves  another  contradiction  without  disposing  of  that  first 
noticed. 

On  the  7th  July  he  wrote  me  on  the  importance  of  getting  the  Iron¬ 
sides  inside,  adding  that — 

It  seems  so  important  and,  in'  fact,  indispensable  that  the  main  Ship  Channel 
abreast  of  Morris  Island  should  be  held  against  any  attempt  to  dislodge  us  from  that 
island,  when  once  there,  by  the  enemy’s  ironclads  from  Charleston,  that  we  should 
leave  as  little  as  possible  to  chance  or  stress  of  weather. 

Navy  officers  agree,  I  believe,  that  the  monitors  can  not  lay  there  in  heavy 
weather  and  that  dependence  upon  them  alone  or  upon  wooden  vessels  would  fail 
us  in  that  contingency,  whilst  the  Ironsides  would  afford  us  perfect  security. 

On  the  22d  July  General  Gillmore  wrote  me  a  letter,  in  which 
occurs  the  following: 

I  feel,  as  doubtless  you  do,  that  thorough  cooperation  between  the  army  and  navy 
is  desirable,  and  that  neither  branch  of  the  service  can  at  the  present  moment 
advance  alone. 

In  section  27  of  his  report  ho  expressly  states  the  necessity,  “unless 
reinforced,”  of  confining  himself  to  the  narrow  sea  islands,  where,  on 
the  one  hand,  they  had  the  cooperation  of  the  navy  against  the  iron¬ 
clad  rams  and  gunboats  of  the  enemy,  etc. 

An  inspection  of  the  map  will  show  how  completely  a  narrow  island 
like  Morris  Island  was  commanded  by  a  fire  from  the  water,  and  as  the 
ironclads  of  the  rebels  were  close  at  hand  in  the  harbor,  it  is  very  evi¬ 
dent  that  if  our  ironclads  had  not  been  present  to  flank  the  enemy’s 
forces,  the  rebel  ironclads  would  have  been  there  to  perform  that 
office  for  General  Gillmore,  and  to  menace  his  communication.  His 
own  testimony,  given  above,  is  conclusive  as  to  his  solicitude  for  the 
aid  of  the  navy,  not  only  to  prevent  the  interference  of  the  rebel  ves¬ 
sels,  but  to  assist  his  own  advance  against  their  works. 
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His  assertion  in  the  report  to  the  contrary  is  not  only  invalidated  by 
evidence  furnished  by  himself,  but,  as  he  so  freely  used  the  assistance 
of  the  navy,  it  illy  becomes  him  now  to  announce  without  occasion 
that  he  could  have  dispensed  with  it.* 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  asserting,  to  the  contrary,  that  General  Gill- 
more  could  not  have  landed  on  Morris  Island,  nor  remained  there, 
unless  the  squadron  had  been  present  to  cooperate. 

In  section  40  General  Gillmore  states  that — 

Other  plans  of  joint  operations,  to  be  executed  after  the  navy  should  enter  the 
inner  harbor  and  reach  the  city,  were  subsequently,  from  tune  to  time,  discussed  by 
Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  and  myself. 

1  have  only  to  say  that  I  have  not  the  least  remembrance  of  any¬ 
thing-  of  the  kind,  and  do  not  believe  that  such  ever  occurred. 

In  the  foregoing  the  Department  will  find  full  refutation  of  the 
reflections  which  General  Gillmore  has  so  unwarrantably  adopted  with 
reference  to  measures  purely  naval  against  the  interior  defenses  of  the 
harbor. 

It  appears,  even  from  his  own  statement,  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
go  any  farther  than  he  did  go;  if  so,  on  what  ground  does  he  presume 
to  question  the  course  pursued  by  the  naval  commander  in  a  matter 
thus  rendered  purely  naval?  • 

I  think  it  appears,  from  all  reliable  evidence,  that  the  movement  was 
to  be  combined,  and  it  was  so  until  General  Gillmore  chose  to  say  that 
he  would  go  no  farther.  There,  then,  his  Concern  in  the  proceeding 
ceased,  and  it  became  a  naval  question  entirely,  whether  the  vessels 
should  advance  or  not — to  be  considered  and  to  be  decided  on  naval 
grounds  only. 

If  General  Gillmore  then  entertained  the  same  views  of  that  plan 
that  he  now  announces,  ho  was  singularly  reticent  in  keeping  it  from 
my  knowledge. 

It  certainly  was  in  my  mind  to  enter  the  harbor  if  it  were  possible 
to  do  so;  and  no  man  in  the  whole  squadron  was  more  deeply  solic¬ 
itous  in  this  respect  than  myself.  Not  from  any  prompting  on  the 
part  of  General  Gillmore,  or  by  reason  of  any  agreement  at  the 
time  between  ourselves  or  elsewhere,  but  only  in  following  out  the  nat¬ 
ural  consequences  of  having  been  intrusted  with  certain  means  which 
were  to  be  used  against  our  enemy  at  my  own  discretion,  unless  other¬ 
wise  instructed. 

Accordingly,  I  did  not  await  the  final  result  of  the  cannonade  on 
Sumter,  which  began  on  the  17th  and  ended  on  the  23d,  but,  in  the 
hope  of  some  result,  on  the  21st  went  up  the  entrance  with  all  the  mon¬ 
itors  to  verify  personally  the  state  of  the  defense.  This  was  repeated 
on  the  22d,  and  brought  on  a  night  action  with  Moultrie,  Sumter  firing 
also.  Again,  on  the  nights  of  the  23d  and  31st  August  and  1st  Sep¬ 
tember,  some  heavy  weather  occurring  at  intervals,  and  one  night  the 
monitors  were  caught  in  a  southeast  blow  when  well  up  to  Sullivan’s 
Island. 

From  what  I  could  observe  on  these  occasions,  for  I  was  on  the  spot, 
and  from  all  that  I  could  learn  in  other  ways,  I  was  satisfied  that  Sum¬ 
ter  was  not  reduced  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term;  its  garrison  was 
secure  and  effective  in  guarding  the  impediments  or  replacing  them, 

*For  service  far  less  important  General  Sherman  bestowed  his  hearty  acknowl¬ 
edgments  with  that  fullness  and  generosity  that  so  truly  mark  the  great  and  the  just 
inind . — Dahlgren  . 
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and  that  an  attempt  with  my  .small  number  of  ironclads  to  force  the 
obstructions  must  be  disastrous  to  most  of  the  vessels,  without  effect¬ 
ing  any  g’ood. 

1  wrote  to  the  Department  that  “  a  glance  at  the  map  will  show  that 
the  entire  advantages  can  not  yet  be  realized  to  ourselves,  because  we 
can  not  occupy  the  fort.” 

The  near  approach  of  the  catastrophe  at  Wagner  naturally  occupied 
most  of  my  time.  On  the  3d  and  6th  of  September  General  Gillmore 
conferred  with  me,  but  the  conversation  was  confined  to  Wagner,  and 
not  a  word  passed  in  relation  to  those  decisive  days,  though  we  were 
amidst  them;  not  a  word  of  that  entrance  of  the  ironclads  that  was  to 
achieve  success ,  nor  of  that  plan. 

Seeing  that  the  attention  of  the  army  was  likely  to  be  engrossed  in 
securing  possession  of  Morris  Island;  that  Sumter  was  to  remain  in 
possession  of  the  rebels  for  the  present,  and  that  unless  they  were 
driven  out  the  ironclads  could  not  well  enter  the  harbor,  I  determined 
to  risk  an  assault.  When  General  Gillmore  became  aware  of  this,  he 
informed  me  that  he  was  about  to  do  the  same,  on  the  same  night.  It 
was  therefore  arranged  that  the  columns  should  cooperate,  that  of  the 
squadron  moving  outside  of  Cumming’s  Point,  and  that  of  the  army 
from  the  inside.  It  was  past  midnight  on  the  8th  September  when  a 
fine  naval  column  of  450  picked  men,  well  officered,  pushed  rapidly  at 
the  gorge  and  southeast  face,  landed,  and  ran  up  the  debris  of  the 
gorge  wall.  The  enemy  opened  a  rapid  and  destructive  fire  from 
above,  while  Moultrie  and  Johnson  flanked  with  a  lire  of  shells  our 
boats  and  uncovered  men.  Thus  this  attack  on  a  fort  which  General 
Gillmore  assumes  he  had  demolished  necessarily  failed.  So  much  did 
I  desire  the  expected  cooperation  of  the  land  column  that  I  went  in 
person  to  the  scene  of  action  to  secure  the  connection,  but  it  came  not. 
General  Gillmore  says  his  troops  were  detained  by  low  tide  “until  after 
the  naval  attack  had  failed,”  which  seems  far  from  satisfactory,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  it  was  near  midnight  when  Lieutenant  Preston  returned 
from  General  Gillmore  with  the  assurance  that  the  concerted  action 
was  understood  and  arranged. 

General  Gillmore  adds  that  the  arrangements  “were  intended  simply 
to  prevent  accident  or  collision  between  the  parties.  Each  was  deemed 
in  itself  sufficiently  strong  for  the  object  in  view.” 

So  far  as  the  naval  column  was  concerned,  it  was  made  as  strong  as 
my  means  permitted;  if  possible,  I  would  have  made  it  stronger. 
When  I  learned  that  a  column  was  to  go  from  the  shore  the  connection 
seemed  so  important  that  while  awaiting  the  return  of  Lieutenant  Pres¬ 
ton  I  wrote  an  order,  to  anticipate  the  probability  of  failure  in  cooper¬ 
ation,  to  the  effect  that  my  own  column  should  not  move  unless  with 
that  of  the  army.  It  was  not  transmitted  because  Preston  returned, 
announced  all  was  right,  and  himself  went  up  to  join  the  assault. 

The  misfortune  did  not  end  with  the  failure  to  capture  Sumter; 
while  endeavoring  to  get  a  monitor  in  position  rearward  of  Sumter, 
to  cover  the  assault,  it  grounded,  and  being  exposed  to  the  fire  of 
Sullivan’s  Island,  compelled  me  to  engage  those  batteries  with  all 
the  ironclads,  which  had  the  effect  desired,  but  in  the  conflict  one  of 
the  monitors  became  entirely  disabled,  which  reduced  the  force 
correspondingly. 

This  is  the  recollection  of  what  governed  me  in  the  course  of  the 
operations  from  the  commencement  until  those  decisive  days  had  passed. 
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Nothing  whatever  of  any  commufiication  can  I  trace  from  General 
Gillmore,  either  verbal  or  written,  during  that  period  in  relation  to 
any  of  that  plan  so  positively  stated  in  his  report,  nor  of  that  episode 
in  the  shape  of  decisive  days. 

If  General  Gilhnore  had  confined  himself  to  a  technical  discussion  of 
the  combined  operations  against  Morris  Island,  candidly  stating  all  the 
facts  and  expressing  his  opinion  on  the  naval  proceeding  with  some 
regard  to  his  own  imperfect  knowledge  of  such  matters,  I  should  have 
preferred  to  follow  his  example  in  case  it  had  been  necessary  for  me 
to  object  to  any  portions  of  his  report;  but  as  he  has,  in  my  opinion, 
violated  every  rule  of  official  propriety  and  personal  courtesy,  both  in 
the  time  and  the  tenor  of  his  strictures,  so  as  to  do  extreme  injustice 
to  myself  and  my  command,  I  have  only  been  careful  in  replying  to 
adhere  to  the  facts  so  far  as  1  knew  them. 

It  was  certainly  new  to  me  that  General  Gilhnore  entertained  the 
opinions  which  he  now  avows,  and  I  never  was  more  surprised  than 
when  the  positive  knowledge  reached  me  through  this  report,  some 
eighteen  months  after  the  events  referred  to. 

My  belief  was  that  General  Gillmore  perfectly  concurred  with  me 
in  the  conduct  of  the  joint  operations,  particularly  in  the  necessity  to 
which  I  felt  it  my  painful  duty  to  submit,  in  postponing  to  enter  the 
harbor  of  Charleston  ufitil  I  was  reinforced. 

My  belief  was  derived  not  only  from  what  passed  between  us  m 
personal  intercourse,  but  from  the  prompt  repudiation  which  General 
Gillmore  bestowed  on  occasional  reports  indicative  of  disagreement  m 
regard  to  operations. 

For  instance,  when  the  current  gossip  of  the  newspapers  went  so  tar 
as  to  allege  that  we  did  not  concur  in  regard  to  operations,  and  that 
General  Gillmore  would  therefore  retire  from  the  command,  he 
addressed  me  at  once  the  following  note  before  I  had  time  to  say  one 
word  to  him  on  the  subject: 


Morris  Island,  S.  C.,  September  23. 


tatively  contradicted. 

Sincerely,  yours, 


Q.  A.  Gillmore. 


Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren. 
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The  note  of  the  23d  September  entirely  discredits  the  conclusion  of 
the  report  or  else  that  note  is  not  true.  I  am  unable  to  see  otherwise. 

In  January,  1864,  a  gentleman  that  I  had  never  seen  before  informed 
me  that  he  was  a  correspondent,  and  desired  to  relieve  himself,  in  my 
opinion,  of  complicity  in  the  current  remarks  which  some  of  the  cor¬ 
respondents  indulged  in  to  my  disadvantage.  He  said  that  General 
Gillmore  was  privy  to  it.  I  lost  no  time  in  addressing  a  note  of 
enquiry  to  General  Gillmore,  who  denied  the  allegation  entirely. 

Of  course  I  could  not  but  accept  this  disclaimer,  coupled  with  the 
verbal  assurances  denunciatory  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  corre- 
spoftdents,  and  the  harmony  of  personal  intercourse  was  maintained 
to  the  last,  when  General  Gillmore  went  north  to  take  part  in  the 
campaign  about  Petersburg. 

About  a  year  later  General  Gillmore  returned  to  the  command  in 
place  of  General  Poster,  and  with  him  came  a  renewal  of  offensive 
remarks  frofn  the  public  correspondence  of  his  department.  It  had 
disappeared  entirely  when  General  Gillmore  left. 

I  addressed  him  a  note  on  the  subject,  which  was  followed  by  others, 
because  his  reply  was  not  satisfactory.  My  last  note  (27th  March, 
1865)  he  did  not  reply  to. 

The  objectionable  remarks  in  the  papers  ceased,  but  the  impressions 
produced  on  my  mind  were  very  unfavorable  to  General  Gillmore,  as 
will  appear  in  the  copies  of  the  correspondence  which  I  annex,  “A.”* 

Besides  the  omissions  of  which  I  have  complained,  ignoring  facts 
important  to  a  clear  understanding  of  the  naval  operations  off  Charles¬ 
ton,  I  have  to  refer  to  that  of  a  letter  from  me  to  General  Gillmore, 
dated  August  22,  1863.  In  this  letter  is  the  following: 

There  are  seven  monitors;  of  these  one  must  guard  the  enemy’s  ironclad  at  Was- 
saw;  another  is  under  repair  at  Port  Royal:  of  the  five  here  one  has  a  gun  disabled, 
leaving  only  four  fully  available. 

^  1  have  already  adverted  to  the  inquiry  which  was  likely  to  arise  from 
General  Gillmore’s  omission  to  state  all  the  facts  that  were  likely  to 
influence  the  conduct  of  the  naval  operations,  while  he  did  not  hesitatfe 
to  pronounce  opinions  which  the  statement  of  these  facts  would  at 
once  have  showed  to  be  erroneous. 

In  this  case  General  Gillmore  suppresses  a  letter  containing  infor¬ 
mation  more  essential  than  any  other  to  a  clear  understanding  of  the 
reasons  for  not  entering  the  harbor,  while  he  gives  his  replv  to  that 
letter. 

It  was  certainly  to  be  expected  that  the  “correspondence  between 
Rear-Admiral  Uahlgren  and  General  Gillmore”  annexed  to  the  report 
of  the  latter  would  contain  all  that  had  passed  between  us,  not  that 
some  of  it  should  be  omitted,  and  particularly  a  letter  that  contained 
information  which  would  have  exhibited  the  insufficiency  of  General 
Gillmore’s  deliberate  opinion  and  its  fallacy. 

Comment  is  needless  on  the  character  of  such  a  proceeding,  under 
the  circumstances. 

I  am  painfully  sensible  of  the  scandal  to  a  great  cause  likely  to  arise 
from  a  controversy  of  this  kind  between  officers  who  have  been 
intrusted  with  the  care  of  important  national  interests,  but  I  entirely 

*  Correspondence  alluded  to  here  can  be  found  in  Memoir  of  Admiral  Dahl°ren  bv 
his  wife.  " 
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disclaim  the  responsibility  of  having  given  any  reason  for  it,  then  or 
now,  either  in  deed  or  in  word. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admiral ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Endorsement.] 

Withdrawn  November  8,  1865,  the  Department  objecting  to  intro¬ 
duction  of  Du  Font’s  and  officers’  opinions,  and  to  parts  where  it  is 
assumed,  or  seems  to  be,  that  the  Department  did  not  send  vessels 

enough.  T  a 


Note  —Present  in  fleet  during  operations  on  Morris  Island :  Ironsides, 
Weehawken,  Catskill,  Montand.  Patapsco, Passaic,  Nantucket;  Ossabaw, 
Nahant ,  being  same  force  as  Du  Pont’s,  who  also  had  the  Keokuk  and 


Nahant  present.  ,  ,  , 

Lehiqh  arrived  August  31,  which  brought  my  number  up  to  seven 
monitors  for  Morris  Island,  but  needed  repair  and  cleaning,  so  were 


not  all  present 
Expected. — 
Richmond. 


Onondaga ,  Canonicus,  Tecumseh ,  and  Manhattan;  also 


CONFEDERATE  EEPORTS  AND  COERESPONDENCE. 

Report  of  Flag-Oj)ieer  Ilnnter,  C.  S.  Nary, requesting  official  inf or- 
matwn  regarding  relative  rank  of  officer »  of  the  Army  and  Nary. 

Savannah,  October  3,  186 

In  my  cooperation  with  the  army  there  are  frequent  embarrassments 
touching  the  point  of  relative  rank  m  each  grade  ot  the  two  services. 
I  would  therefore  respectfully  ask  you  to  place  me  in  possession  of 
official  authoritative  data  in  relation  thereto. 

Very  respectfully,  Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Captain  in  Charge  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Mayor- General  McLaws,C.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer 
limiter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  reguesting  assistance  'in  placing  torpedoes. 

Headquarters,  Savannah,  October  11, .  186 If. 

Stf-  The  engineers  desire  to  place  some  torpedoes  in  the  Big  Ogee- 
chee  and  Was"  aw  rivers,  and  you  will  oblige  by  furnishing  a  boat,  with 
an  officer  ITS  men  (crew)]  to  assist  in  the  operat.cn  to-morrow,  or 
as  soon  thereafter  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  L  McLaws, 

Major-  General,  Commanding . 

Commodore  Hunter, 

Flag-Officer,  C.  S.  Navy,  Savannah ,  Ga. 
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Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Me  Adam , 
O.  S.  Navy ,  to  report  for  temporary  duty  to  Major- General  McLaws, 
O.  S.  Army. 


Savannah,  October  11,  186 j. 

Be  pleased  to  report  for  temporary  duty,  with  a  boat  and  crew,  to 
Major-General  L.  McLaws,  Provisional  Army  C.  S.,  at  Savannah,  for 
information  in  relation  to  the  character  of  the  duty  alluded  to  and  the 
means  of  accomplishing  it. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Offi  cer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 


First  Lieutenant  S.  Id.  McAdam,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


[Telegram,] 


Richmond,  October  12,  1861, . 

What  was  the  appraised  value  of  Water  Witch,  and  capacity? 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary. 

W.  W.  Hunter. 


[Telegram.] 

Richmond,  October  12,  186 f 

Do  you  expect  to  extricate  the  Water  Witch,  and  when,  and  how? 
Answer. 

•S.  R.  Mallory. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter. 


[Telegram.] 

Savannah,  October  13,  186 j. 

There  is  no  immediate  prospect  of  obtaining  the  laTior  requisite  to 
extricate  the  Water  Witch.  A  channel  has  to  be  straightened  by  the 
labor  of  100  men  for  about  fifteen  days. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond,  Ya. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter,  G.  S.  Navy,  regarding  his  unavailing 
efforts  to  secure  laborers  for  the  extrication  of  the  steamer  Water 
witch. 

Savannah,  October  13,  186 lh 

I  this  day  replied  by  telegraph  to  your  telegraphic  enquiries  of  3Tes- 
terday,  viz,  “Do  you  expect  to  extricate  the  Water  Witch,  when,  and 
how  ?  Answer.  ”  ‘  ‘  What  was  the  appraised  value  of  the  Water  Witch, 

and  capacity  ?”  As  the  limit  of  a  reply  by  telegraph  does  not  admit 
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of  a  statement  of  my  efforts  to  extricate  the  Water  Witch ,  I  would 
inform  you  that  I  have  used  every  effort  to  obtain  labor  by  the 
authority  of  the  commanding  general  at  this  place,  who  has  impressed 
and  employed  every  available  negro,  free  and  slave.  I  have  impor¬ 
tuned  every  available  person  controlling  negroes  in  this  vicinity  to 
undertake  the  work  or  hire  negroes  for  the  same,  and  have  appealed 
to  the  patriotism  and  interest  of  the  rice  planters  in  the  neighborhood 
to  spare  me  details  of  their  force.  In  short,  no  means  or  effort  which 
1  could  devise  have  been  left  untried  to  accomplish  the  labor  alluded 
to.  I  have  still  some  hope  (now  that  the  rice  crop  is  secured)  to 
obtain  hands;  yet,  having  been  so  often  disappointed,  I  can  not  say 
that  1  confidently  expect  to  be  successful.  If  the  labor  can  be  obtained 
at  all,  I  believe  it  will  be  available  within  two  weeks.  In  reply  to 
how  the  extrication  designed  is  to  be  made,  I  would  state  that  the 
excavation  of  points  in  Skiddaway  Narrows  constitutes  the  character 
of  the  work,  and  this,  it  is  estimated,  can  be  effected  by  the  labor  of 
100  negroes  in  about  fifteen  days.  To  run  the  Water  Witch  out  by  the 
seaward  channel,  I  believe,  would  subject  her  to  almost  certain  recap¬ 
ture  bv  the  enemy.  The  tonnage  of  the  Water  Witch,  as  printed  in  the 
U.  S.  Kaval  Register  for  the  year  1864,  is  378  tons. 

The  appraised  value  of  the  Water  Witch  has  not  yet  been  made. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Anderson,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer  Hunter, 
C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  departure  of  prisoners  from  Savannah 
and  the  release  of  naval  guard. 

Hqrs.  1st  and  2d  Sub-Dists.,  Military  Dist.  of  Ga., 

Savannah ,  October  If  186 4-. 

Sir:  The  Yankee  prisoners  having  been  sent  away  from  this  city, 
the  services  of  your  seamen  and  marines  will  be  no  longer  needed,  and 

await  your  orders.  .  .  . 

Allow  me  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  cooperation  in  a  time  ot  neces¬ 
sity,  and  to  add  that  your  officers  and  men  have  afforded  me  much  aid 
and  given  entire  satisfaction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edwd.  C.  Anderson, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commanding ,  etc. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Masters  Mate 
Freeman,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  Richmond,  m  charge  of  a  detau 
of  men  from  the  C.  S.  ironclads  Savannah  and  Georgia. 

Savannah,  October  19, 186 f 

You  will  please  proceed  to  Richmond,  Va.,  with  all  dispatch,  in 
charge  of  45  men,  viz,  30  from  the  Confederate  steamer  Savannah  and 
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15  from  the  Confederate  steamer  Georgia ,  and  deliver  these  safely  at 
Richmond,  Va. ,  to  the  order  of  Captain  in  Charge  S.  S.  Lee,  Pro¬ 
visional  Navy  C.  S.,  with  the  accompanying  letter  addressed  to  Captain 
in  Charge  S.  S.  Lee,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.  You  will,  on  applica¬ 
tion  to  Paymaster  C.  W.  Keim,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  be  furnished 
with  live  clays’  rations  for  48  men.  Transportation  to  Richmond 
will  be  furnished  3Tou.  Third  Assistant  Engineer  F.  G.  Miller,  Pro¬ 
visional  Navy  C.  S.,  will  report  to  you  and  accompany  you  on  the  duty 
you  are  hereby  charged  to  perform. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag -  Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Master’s  Mate  A.  C.  Freeman,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


[Telegram.] 

Wilmington,  [N.  C.],  October  21,  186 f 
Can  you  spare  me  Lieutenant  Gwathmey  to  command  a  naval  bat¬ 
tery  of  heavy  guns?  Expect  an  attack  from  Admiral  Porter  daily. 
Flag-Officer  Pinkney  agrees. 

IV.  H.  C.  Whiting. 

Flag-Officer  Hunter. 


[Telegram.] 

Savannah,  October  22,  186 f. 

The  services  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  Gwathmey,  Provisional 
Navy  C.  S. ,  are  deemed  very  essential  in  his  present  command  for  the 
defense  of  Savannah. 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Major-General  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  Provisional  Army  C.  S., 

Wilmington ,  N.  C. 


Letter  from  the  master  of  the  steamer  Gem  to  Flag-  Officer  Hunter, 
C.  &.  Wavy,  requesting  assistance  in  running  the  blockade  into 
Savannah. 


Nassau,  New  Providence,  October  30,  186 f. 

Dear  Sir:  I  desire  to  inform  you  that  I  shall  leave  here  in  command 
of  a  side-wheel  steamer,  the  Gem,  on  or  about  the  3d  of  November, 
bound  for  your  port,  and  wTill  come  in  at  one  or  the  other  inlets,  most 
likely  through  Freeborn’s  Creek  [Cut].  1  have  written  to  Colonel 
E.  C.  Anderson  in  reference  to  the  matter.  You  will  please  call  on 
him  and  see  if  he  has  received  my  letters  in  regard  to  the  steamer’s 
coming,  that  you  may  consult  together  to  render  me  all  the  assistance 
that  I  may  require.  He  has  a  copy  of  the  signals  I  shall  use.  Hoping 
to  be  with  you  soon,  I  remain, 

Yours,  respectfully, 


William  Dixon, 
Comma/nding  Steamer  Gem. 
Commodore  William  [W.]  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S. 
Navy ,  to  facilitate  the  exchange  of  prisoners. 

Navy  Department, 
Richmond ,  November  4,  186 f 

Sir:  Captain  Hatch  goes  to  Savannah,  charged  with  important 
duties  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  you  will  please  afford  him 
all  the  aid  that  may  be  in  your  power. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Savannah. 


Extract  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  dated  November 

5,  186%. 

Vessels  in  Commission. 

Charleston  Harbor,  under  command  of  Flag-Officer  John  R.  Tucker. 

Chicora ,  ironclad  sloop,  4  guns,  Commander  T.  T.  Hunter. 

Charleston ,  ironclad  s'loop,  6  guns,  Commander  I.  N.  Brown. 

Palmetto  State ,  ironclad  sloop,  3  guns,  First  Lieutenant  W .  H.  Ward. 

Savannah  River,  under  command  of  Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter. 

Savannah ,  ironclad  sloop,  4  guns,  First  Lieutenant  H.  H.  Dalton. 

Georgia ,  ironclad  steam  floating  battery,  4  guns,  First  Lieutenant 
W.  Gwathmey. 

Isondiga ,  steam  gunboat,  3  guns.  First  Lieutenant  J.  b.  Kennard. 

Sampson ,  steamer,  1  gun,  First  Lieutenant  T.  B.  Mills. 

Vessels  under  Construction. 

At  Charleston,  S.  C. 

One  ironclad  sloop  nearly  completed;  armor  nearly  on  and  machinery 
ready. 

Two  ironclad  sloops,  ready  to  launch;  machinery  completed;  waiting 
for  armor. 

Two  torpedo  boats  under  construction. 

At  Savannah,  Ga. 

Two  ironclad  sloops,  ready  to  launch;  waiting  for  armor;  machinery 
for  one  going  bn  board,  and  for  the  other  nearly  ready.  _  _ 

One  steam  gunboat,  of  6  guns,  nearly  ready  to  go  into  commission. 

At  Columbus,  Ga. 

One  ironclad  steam  gunboat  undergoing  alterations  to  decrease  her 
draft  of  water;  armor  and  machinery  ready . 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant-General  Tlardee,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Major-  General 

Gilmer,  O.  S.  Army,  regarding  measures  for  making  me  of  torpedo 

boats  under  the  direction  of  the  Army. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  S.  C.,  Ga.,  and  Fla., 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  November  7,  186 f. 

General:  I  am  very  desirous  of  making  use  of  the  torpedo  boats 
finished  and  being  constructed  by  the  Engineer  Department  on  the 
coasts  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  for  cooperation  with  the  forces 
under  my  command.  It  is  better  for  many  peculiar  local  reasons  that 
this  new  branch  of  the  service  should,  in  this  department,  report 
directly  to  me,  though  I  should  desire  that  naval  officers  of  experi¬ 
ence  and  ability  should  command  the  flotilla.  In  organizing  the  corps 
I  propose  to  select  one  officer  to  control  the  whole  service,  who  should 
make  his  headquarters  in  this  city,  one  to  command  the  flotilla  on  the 
coast  of  South  Carolina,  and  one  to  command  the  Georgia  fleet.  A 
number  of  officers  are  anxious  to  serve  if  the  organization  is  perfected 
in  the  manner  indicated.  As  the  boats  are  being  constructed  under 
your  orders,  I  have  thought  proper  to  address  this  letter  to  you  and 
ask,  if  it  meets  with  your  approbation,  that  you  will  call  on  the  hon¬ 
orable  Secretary  of  War  and  through  him  secure  the  action  of  the 
President  in  this  matter. 

Enclosed  I  will  forward  you  a  list  of  officers  suggested  by  Com¬ 
mander  Brown  as  proper  men,  most  of  whom  have  expressed  a  desire 
for  this  service,  and  whom  1  should  be  glad  to  have  transferred  to  my 
orders  for  assignment  and  organization. 

In  closing  this  letter  allow  me  to  add  that  1  think  arrangements 
should  be  made  to  secure  to  the  crews  of  the  boats  the  prize  money 
usual  for  the  destruction  of  the  vessels  of  the  enemy  on  the  high  seas, 
particularly  as  the  service  is  new  and  is  considered  dangerous  by 
many.  Unless  some  action  is  taken  soon  by  our  Government  in  this 
matter  I  fear  the  enemy  will  beat  us  with  our  own  weapons. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

W.  J.  Hardee, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Major-General  J.  E.  Gilmer, 

Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau. 

[Enclosure.] 

List  of  officers  desired  for  special  service  to  report  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Hardee,  commanding  Department  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
and  Florida:  Commanders  I.  N.  Brown  and  W.  T.  Glassell;  First 
Lieutenants  W.  E.  Evans,  J.  W.  Alexander,  S.  W.  Averett,  and  A. 
Barbot;  Second  Lieutenant  Charles  WT.  Read;  Masters  Lee  Moses, 
W.  P.  Hamilton,  G.  W.  Sparks,  and  Samuel  Milliken;  Boatswain 
Robert  McCalla;  Midshipman  H.  T.  Minor;  Chief  Engineer  E.  W. 
Manning,  all  of  C.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter,  C.  /S'.  Navy,  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  C.  S.  S.  Resolute,  for  a  further  reconnoissance  of  Skiddaway 
Narrows. 

Savannah,  November •  8,  186 f. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Resolute  will 
please  furnish  Commander  A.  B.  Fairfax,  C.  S.  Navy,  with  a  boat  and 
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boat’s  crew  to  be  ready  at  the  firefly  to-morrow  at  8  a.  m.,  to  make  a 
further  exploration  of  Skiddaway  Narrows.  Lieutenant  S.  H. 
McAdam,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  will  take  charge  of  your  boat  and 
boat’s  crew. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 


Letter  from  Captain  Neely ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer  Hunter , 
C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  services  of  naval  vessel  for  transport  duty 
in  view  of  the  exchange  of  prisoners. 

Transportation  Office, 

Savannah ,  November  11 ,  186 4-. 

Commodore:  You  will  please  order  one  of  the  steamboats  under 
your  command  to  be  in  readiness  to  relieve  pickets  at  South  Channel 
and  Spindles,  and  to  touch  at  Causton’s  Bluff  and  Screven’s  Ferry 
until  further  orders. 

The  exchange  of  Confederate  prisoners  begins  to-morrow,  and  it  will 
tax  me  to  comply  with  the  necessary  transportation.  Please  give  the 
bearer  an  order  on  your  steamer,  and  he  will  deliver  same,  as  the 
steamer  will  leave  to-morrow  at  6  a.  m. 

I  am,  commodore,  yours  respectfully, 

Thos.  W.  Neely, 

Captain , 

Per  John  V.  Robinson. 

Commodore  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Report  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Oliveira,  C.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
C.  S.  S.  Resolute ,  regarding  the  securing  of  wood  for  fuel. 

C.  S.  S.  Resolute, 

Sister’s  Ferry ,  November  1 1864,. 

Sir:  We  have  arrived  at  this  place,  80  miles  distant  from  Savannah. 
I  have  used  my  utmost  endeavors  to  obtain  the  wood,  and  lind  it  a 
very  difficult  matter,  as  the  planters  have  their  wood  cut  and  stowed 
away  some  distance  from  the  river  bank  to  prevent  the  Government 
from  impressing  it,  their  object  being  to  carry  it  to  Savannah,  wheie 
they  can  obtain  a  larger  price.  I  have,  however,  through  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  Major  Porter,  of  this  place,  succeeded  in  getting  some  30 
cords,  which  I  hope  to  have  on  board  by  Tuesday  evening  and  it 
nothing  unforeseen  occurs  I  will  arrive  in  Savannah  on  W ednesday 
evening. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  U.  Oliveira, 

Per  A.  A.  E.  W.  Barclay. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commanding  Afloat. 
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General  Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  announcing  the  death  of 
Passed  Midshipman  Sinclair ,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail, 

C.  S.  Navy  Department ,  Richmond ,  Va. ,  November  17,  186 f 

Information  has  reached  the  Department  of  the  death  of  Passed 
Midshipman  William  B.  Sinclair,  late  of  the  Florida,  at  sea,  on  the 
10th  of  July  last. 

In  passing  from  a  prize  ship  to  the  Florida  his  boat  was  swamped, 
and  he,  the  only  one  of  the  crew  lost,  perished  in  rescuing  a  seaman 
who  could  not  swim. 

On  this,  as  on  many  previous  occasions,  this  young  officer  displayed 
that  courage,  coolness,  and  conscientious  devotion  to  duty  and  to  right 
which  ever  marked  his  brief  career. 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail, 

Richmond,  November  18,  186 J. 

Commanding  officers  of  squadrons,  and  the  school  ship  Patrick, 
Henry,  will  have  the  above  order  read  on  board  each  vessel  of  their 
respective  commands.  The  ensign  and  jack  will  be  placed  half-mast 
during  the  ceremony. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

S.  S.  Lee, 

Captain  i-n  Charge. 


Letter  from  Major-General  McLaws,  G.  S.  Army,  to  Flag- Officer 
Hunter,  G.  S.  Navy,  requesting  cooperation  in  protective  measures 
in  view  of  the  movement  of  prisoners. 

Headquarters, 

Savannah,  Ga. ,  November  18,  186 j. 

Sir:  As  the  Federal  prisoners  are  about  to  be  sent  down  the  Savan¬ 
nah  River,  and  it  is  important  to  present  an  appearance  of  complete 
preparation,  in  order  to  thereby  prevent  an  attack  at  this  time,  I  most 
respectfully  request  that  you  will  order  the  Savannah  ironclad  to  take 
position  below  the  “Wreck,”  so  as  to  be  at  all  times  ready  to  take 
part  in  any  attack  which  may  be  attempted  against  the  forts  below. 

I  request  also  that  you  will  order  another  of  your  vessels  to  take 
position  below  Thunderbolt,  say  at  the  mouth  of  Herb  River,  and  to 
picket  below,  at  the  mouth  of  Skiddaway  River,  or  in  its  vicinity,  thus 
protecting  the  flanks  of  the  Isle  of  Hope  and  Thunderbolt,  which  are 
now  in  an  insecure  state,  owing  to  the  want  of  force. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

L.  McLaws, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

Commodore  Hunter, 

Flag-Officer ,  G.  S.  Navy,  Savannah. 
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Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Hunter ,  O.  8.  Navy,  to  Major-General 
McLaws ,  C.  8.  Army ,  offering  cooperation. 

Savannah,  November  18,  186 j. 

In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  day,  I  would  state  to  you  that  I  have 
ordered  the  Confederate  steamer  Savannah  to  take  the  position 
requested  b}^  you.  In  reference  to  }rour  suggestion  as  to  the  position 
of  another  vessel  of  the  squadron,  I  desire  to  see  you.  Touching 
that  subject,  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to 
you  on  the  30th  August  last.  In  view  of  your  responsible  and 
thronging  duties  at  this  juncture,  I  would  suggest  that  on  any  intima¬ 
tion  from  you  I  will  promptly  attend  }tou,  that  1  may  learn  your 
views  in  relation  to  any  cooperation  of  my  command,  that  I  may 
designate  the  vessels  and  direct  their  services;  which  I  will  do  to  the 
best  of  my  ability  in  cooperation  with  you. 

1  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Major-General  L.  McLaws,  Provisional  Arnry  C.  S. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Tucker,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  G) 'tie f  Engineer  Tomb, 
C.  8.  Navy ,  to  serve  on  a  board  for  testing  certain  torpedo  boats. 

Flagship  Charleston, 

Charleston,  November  18,  186 j. 

Sir:  Previous  to  your  return,  a  board  of  officers  had  convened  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  and  testing  certain  torpedo  boats. 

As  you  are  the  senior  chief  engineer  in  this  squadron,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  report  to  Commander  Hunter  (who  is  the  senior  officer  of 
the  board)  for  the  purpose  indicated. 

Commander  Glassell  (who  will  be  the  active  party  of  the  board), 
together  with  yourself  and  Chief  Engineer  Darcy,  who  is  also  one  of 
the  board,  will  examine  and  test  these  boats  and  report  jointly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Tucker, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Chief  Engineer  Jas.  H.  Tomb,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

C.  8.  8.  Chicora. 


Order  of  Flag-  0 fleer  Hunter,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Brent, 
G.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  G.  8.  ironclad  Savannah  to  assume  a 
■position  to  command  the  obstructions  off  Fort  Jackson. 

Savannah,  November  19,  186 j. 

Be  pleased  to  proceed  with  the  Savannah  under  your  command  to 
a  safe  anchorage  near  the  obstructions  oil  Fort  Jackson,  with  your 
battery  commanding  said  obstructions.  Bo  vigilant  and  in  readiness 
to  get  underway  at  the  shortest  notice  and  to  proceed  to  any  point 
most  eligible  to  support  the  forts  below. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Commander  T.  W.  Brent,  C.  S.  Navy, 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Kennard , 
C.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  O.  S.  S.  Macon ,  to  cooperate  with  Major- 
General  McLaws ,  (7.  A.  Army. 

Savannah,  November  19 ,  AS'6J. 


In  compliance  with  an  urgent  request  of  Major-General  L.  McLaws, 
Provisional  Army  C.  S.,  you  will  be  pleased  to  proceed  with  the  Macon 
under  your  command  to  the  place  designated  in  the  accompanying 
extract  of  a  letter  from  General  McLaws.  You  will  please  use  all 
vigilance  and  care  in  guarding  against  a  surprise  from  the  enemy,  and 
cooperate  with  the  army  to  best  effect  the  object  requested  by  Major- 
General  McLaws,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 


Lieut.  Comdg.  J.  S.  Kennard,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Commanding  Confederate  Steamer  Macon. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Kennard ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  C.  S.  S. 
Macon ,  regarding  the  impossibility  of  furnishing  a  nightly  guard 
boat. 

C.  S.  S.  Macon, 

Mouth  of  Herb  River ,  November  20,  186  f. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  and 
in  compliance  with  General  McLaws’s  request,  I  have  anchored  at  this 
point.  Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  represent  to  General  McLaws  the 
impossibility,  with  my  present  limited  number  of  officers,  of  sending 
out  nightly,  as  desired  by  him,  a  guard  boat  and  at  the  same  time 
keep  up  a  proper  vigilance  on  board  my  vessel?  Two  of  the  officers 
of  the  vessel  are  sick  on  shore.  Even  with  a  full  complement  of  offi¬ 
cers  on  board,  this  would  be  a  difficult  thing  to  do,  it  being  necessary 
and  the  regulations  requiring  that  two  of  them  shall  be  sent  in  the 
boat. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

4.  S.  Kennard, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  Afloat. 


Special  order  of  Major-General  Jones,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Chief  Engineer 
Tomb,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  Augusta,  Ga.,for  duty  in  testing 
torpedo  boats. 

Headquarters  District  of  South  Carolina, 

Charleston,  S.  C. ,  November  2°2,  186 f. 

4.  II.  Tomb,  chief  engineer,  C.  S.  S.  Chicora,  having  reported  at 
these  headquarters  in  obedience  to  instructions  from  Flag-Officer 
Tucker,  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Augusta,  Ga. ,  and  carry  into 
execution  the  special  instructions  given  him  by  the  major-general 
commanding. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sam  Jones: 

Chas.  S.  Stringfellow, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Chief  Engineer  J.  H.  Tomb. 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  0.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag- Officer 
Hunter ,  G.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  an  interview. 

Headquarters, 
Savannah ,  November  £7,  186 Jt.. 

Commodore:  I  desire  to  have  an  interview,  with  you  in  reference  to 
the  defense  of  Savannah,  and  would  he  pleased  to  have  you  call  and 
see  me  during  the  day.  If  not  convenient,  and  you  will  name  the 
place  and  hour,  I  shall  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  calling  upon  you. 

You  will  find  me  at  the  barracks. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  Hardee, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Commodore  Hunter. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter ,  G.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Kennard , 
G.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  G.  S.  S.  Macon ,  to  proceed  to  Savannah 
without  delay. 


Savannah,  November  £ 7 ,  186 f 

Proceed  to  Savannah  at  tlie  very  earliest  moment  with  the  Macon. 
Be  in  readiness  to  ascend  the  Savannah  River  with  fuel,  etc.  Report 
to  me  at  Savannah  for  your  instructions.  Do  this  with  all  dispatch. 
Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 


Lieut.  Comdg.  J.  S.  Kennard,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter ,  G.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Kennard , 
G.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  G.  S.  S.  Macon,  to  yrroceed  to  duty  in  the 
Savannah  River ,  in  cooperation  with  the  army. 


Savannah,  November  £7,  186 f 

You  will,  with  all  dispatch,  proceed  with  the  Macon ,  under  your 
command  up  the  Savannah  River  to  the  vicinity  of  the  railway  bridge 
of  the  [Savannah  and]  Charleston  Railway.  Defend  that  bridge  if 
necessary.  Be  in  readiness  with  fuel  (reserving  your  coal  as  much  as 
possible)  to  patrol  the  Savannah  River,  always  ready  for  a  move,  and 
alert  for  any  service.  Cooperate  with  the  army,  exercising  your  best 
iudo-ment  in  that  service  for  the  interest  of  the  cause.  1  will  furnish 
you  with  Mr.  T.  N.  Philpot  as  a  pilot  when  I  see  you.  Lieutenant- 
General  Hardee  desires  the  service  above  stated,  and  I  know  no  officer 
to  whom  it  can  be  better  confided. 


Very  respectfully, 


Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 


Lieut.  Comdg.  J.  S.  Kennard,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Brent , 
C.  S.  Navy, ‘commanding  C.  S.  ironclad  Savannah,  to  make  requisi¬ 
tion  for  canteens  and  haversacks. 

Savannah,  November  28,  186f 

Be  pleased  to  make  a  requisition  as  soon  as  possible  for  a  haversack 
and  canteen  for  every  officer  and  man  of  your  command,  and  submit 
the  same  to  me  for  approval. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Comdg.  Officer  Confederate  Steamer  Savannah. 

Sent  to  commanding'  officers  of  all  the  vessels  of  the  Savannah 
Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Carnes, 
C.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sampson. 

Savannah,  November  29,  186 f 

You  are  hereby  detached  from  .the  Confederate  steamer  Savannah 
and  will  assume  command  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Sampson,  reliev¬ 
ing  Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  B.  Mills,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  now 
in  command  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Sampson. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 

First  Lieutenant  W.  W.  Carnes,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Carnes,  C.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sampson,  to  prepare  that  vessel  for 

immediate  service. 

Savannah,  November  29,  186 f 

Be  pleased  to  have  the  Sampson ,  under  your  command,  well  sup¬ 
plied  with  fuel  (wood)  and  be  in  readiness  in  every  respect  with  not 
less  than  one  month’s  provisions  for  immediate  service,  and  report  her 
condition,  as  above  directed,  as  soon  as  possible  to  me. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 

First  Lieutenant  Wm.  W.  Carnes,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S„, 
Commanding  Confederate  Steamer  Sampson . 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Brent,  C.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  ironclad  Savannah ,  regarding  the  placing 
of  torpedoes. 

Savannah,  November  29,  186 f 

Please  assign  a  few  men  to  First  Lieutenant  S.  H.  McAdam,  Pro¬ 
visional  Navy  C.  S.,  for  temporary  duty  in  placing  torpedoes. 
Respectfully,  Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

[Commander  T.  W.  Brent], 

Commanding  Confederate  Steamer  Savannah. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer 
Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  making  enquiry  regarding  orders  given  to  the 
C.  S.  S.  Macon. 

Headquarters, 

Savannah,  Ga. ,  November  29. 

Commodore:  I  desire  to  know  whether  the  Macon  has  yet  passed 
the  bridge,  and  whether  the  order  for  her  to  patrol  the  river  as  high 
up  as  possible  has  been  communicated  to  her  commander  through  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  Hardee, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Commodore  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-  General 
Hardee,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  movements  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Macon 
in  the  Savannah  River. 

Savannah,  November  29,  186f 

In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  day  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  orders  to 
the  commander  of  the  Macon.  The  Macon  passed  up  the  Savannah 
River  this  morning.  I  have  had  no  means  of  learning  how  far  she  has 
ascended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat,  Savannah  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-General  W.  J.  Hardee,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 


[Enclosure.! 

Savannah,  November  29,  186 j, \ — 8  p.  m. 

I  have  received  your  report  by  Mr.  Hall  and  approve  what  you  have 
done.  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  requests  me  to  direct  you  to  patrol 
the  Savannah  River  above  the  bridge  as  far  as  you  can  with  safety  to 
the  Macon.  Take  care  of  your  vessel,  endeavor  to  prevent  the  enemy 
crossing  the  Savannah  River,  and  defend  the  bridge  if  necessary. 
Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Lieut.  Comdg.  J.  S.  Kennard,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 

p.  — jf  you  find  that  you  can  not  ascend  the  river  with  safety  to 

your  vessel,  keep  your  position  at  the  bridge. 

J  W.  W.  H.,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Kennard ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  C.  gS.  S. 

Macon,  regarding  the  position  of  that  vessel  in  the  Savannah  River. 

C.  S.  S.  Macon, 

Savannah  River,  Rridge  of  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  R.  R. , 

November  29,  186 f. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  obedience  to  your 
instructions,  I  have  taken  position  at  this  bridge,  and  am  fully  pre¬ 
pared  to  defend  it  on  either  hand.  It  was  General  Hardee’s  desire 
that  I  should  cruise  between  the  ferries  above.  You  will  please  say 
to  him  that  Captain  Philpot,  much  to  my  disappointment,  tells  me  that 
at  the  present  stage  of  water  in  the  river  it  is  impossible  for  the 
Macon  to  get  as  high  up  as  even  the  first  of  these,  the  Sister’s.  He 
thinks  that  the  Isondiga  would  be  able  to  ascend  as  high  as  the  second, 
Hudson. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Kennard, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  Afloat. 


Order  of  Flag -Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Brent,  C.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  ironclad  Savannah. 

Savannah,  November  29,  186f. 

Proceed  with  the  Savannah  under  your  command  to  Savannah,  and 
report  to  me  with  your  chief  pilot. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

[Commander  T.  W.  Brent], 

Commanding  Confederate  Steamer  Savannah. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Flag-Officer  Hunter, 
C.  S.  Navy,  requesting  assistance  in  the  removal  of  the  Milledgeville 
and  naval  stores  to  a  place  of  safety. 

C.  S.  Naval  Station,  Commandant’s  Office, 

Savannah,  Ca. ,  November  29,  186 f. 
Sir:  Having  some  time  since  transferred  to  the  squadron  under 
your  command  the  steamer  Sampson,  the  only  vessel  that  was  avail¬ 
able  as  a  towboat  or  tug,  and  having  now  decided,  in  view  of  the 
reported  approach  of  the  enemy  toward  the  city,  to  remove  the  Mil¬ 
ledgeville  from  Wiliink’s  wharf,  as  well  as  all  the  naval  stores  here,  to 
a  point  of  probable  safety,  I  have  to  call  upon  you  for  such  assistance 
as  you  can  render  in  towing  that  vessel  to  the  point  where  you  intend 
to  remove  the  vessels  of  the  squadron. 

I  also  suggest  that  you  make  requisitions  at  once  for  one  month’s 
supplies  for  the  squadron,  as  I  intend  to  have  all  the  naval  and  ord¬ 
nance  stores  on  hand  removed  as  soon  as  practicable. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Josiah  Tattnall, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Station. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Commanding  C.  S.  Naval  Forces  Afloat,  Savannah,  Ca. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Hv/nter,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Flag-Officer  Tattnall , 
C.  S.  Navy ,  responding  to  request  regarding  the  removal  of  the 
Milledgeville  amd  naval  stores  to  a  place  of  safety. 


Savannah,  November  30 ,  186 f 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  29th  instant  in  relation  to  the  removal 
of  the  Milledgeville ,  I  would  state  that  I  will  render  you  every  assist¬ 
ance  at  m }r  disposal  in  towing  the  Milledgeville. 

The  pilots  have  informed  me  that  the  C.  S.  S.  Savannah  can  not  be 
taken  up  the  Savannah  River  at  any  state  of  tide.  I  therefore  can 
not  remove  her  above  Savannah.  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  has 
demanded  the  services  of  the  Macon  and  Isondiga.  The  former  is 
patrolling  the  Savannah  River  above  the  [Savannah  and]  Charleston 
Railway  Bridge,  and  the  latter,  viz,  the  Isondiga,  he  protests  against 
being  removed  from  guarding  the  bridge  near  Causton’s  Bluff.  The 
Resolute  is  up  the  Savannah  River  getting  fuel  for  the  squadron. 
Should  it  become  necessary  to  remove  the  Sampson ,  Resolute ,  and 
Firefly  from  Savannah,  I  expect  to  ascend  the  Savannah  River  with 
these,  and  the  Milledgeville  mav  be  towed  in  that  direction  as  far  as 
her  draft  of  water  will  admit.  I  have  given  directions  to  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  each  vessel  of  the  Savannah  Squadron  to  provide 
their  commands  with  one  month’s  supply  of  provisions. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Flag-Officer  Josiah  Tattnall,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Brent ,  C.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  C.  S.  ironclad  Savannah ,  to  assume  position  near 

the  entrance  to  the  canal  in  Savannah  River. 

Savannah,  November  30,  186 f 

Be  pleased  to  proceed  with  the  Sa/vannah  under  your  command  to 
a  position  in  the  Savannah  River  near  the  entrance  of  the  [Ogeecliee] 
Canal,  where  your  battery  will  best  command  that  position.  This 
position  is  designated  by  Lieutenant-General  Hai’dee.  Be  in  readiness 
in  every  respect  for  the  best  services  of  your  command  there;  also  be 
in  readiness  to  move  to  any  other  point  as  promptly  as  possible.  Should 
the  exigencies  of  the  service  separate  me  from  you,  exercise  your 
best  judgment  for  the  time  being,  in  cooperation  with  the  militarv 
authorities. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

[Commander  T.  W.  Brent,] 

Commanding  Confederate  Steamer  Savannah. 

P.  S. — The  navigation  being  critical  for  your  draft  of  water,  please 
be  very  careful  to  keep  your  vessel  at  all  times  afloat. 
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Report  of  Commander  Brent ,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  ironclad 

Savannah,  regarding  the  position  assumed  by  that  vessel  in  Savannah 

River. 

C.  S.  S.  Savannah, 
Savannah  River,  December  1 ,  186 f. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I  proceeded 
yesterday  morning  with  the  Savannah  under  my  command  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  indicated  by  you  near  the  entrance  of  the  canal  [Ogeecheej.  1 
moored  stem  and  stern,  there  being  no  room  to  swing  on  account  of  the 
narrowness  of  the  channel. 

My  battery  commands  the  canal  at  a  portion  of  the  approach  by  rail¬ 
road.  1  think  the  position  a  good  one,  and  the  best  I  could  occupy, 
having  regard  to  the  necessary  draft  of  water,  but  the  guns,  at  low 
water,  can  not  be  elevated  to  clear  the  banks  of  the  river,  or  hardly 
even  at  half  tide.  It  is  a  very  serious  disadvantage  attending  the  posi¬ 
tion,  and  I  see  no  remedy  for  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tiios.  W.  Brent, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commanding  Afloat. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant- General  LLardee,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer 

Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  urging  protection  of  railroadbridgeby  the  G.  S. 

ironclad  Savannah. 

Savannah,  December  2,  186 f. 

Commodore:  If  the  gunboat  Savannah  is  lightened,  could  she  not 
be  gotten  up  to  the  railroad  bridge?  I  am  anxious  about  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  that  structure,  and  think  if  you  could  get  the  Savannah  up 
there  it  would  be  entirely  safe. 

You  will  please  communicate  your  views  on  the  subject,  and  oblige, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  Hardee, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Commodore  Hunter, 

Commanding  Afloat,  etc. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-  General 
Hardee ,  C.  S.  Army,  offering  the  C.  S.  S.  Macon  for  the  protection 
of  the  railroad,  bridge. 

•  Savannah,  December  2,  186 f. 

In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  day,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the 
Savannah  can  not  be  lightened  sufficiently  to  be  gotten  up  the  Savannah 
River  to  the  railway  bridge.  The  Macon  is  at  Sister’s  Ferry.  If  you 
will  enable  me  to  communicate  with  her  she  can  resume  her  station  at 
the  bridge  and,  I  doubt  not,  effectually  defend  it. 

Very  respectfully, 


Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Lieutenant-General  W.  J.  Hardee,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 
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Letter  from  lieutenant-  General  Hardee ,  G.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-  Officer 

Hunter ,  0.  S.  Nary,  regarding  orders  to  be  issued  to  the  O.  8.  8. 

Macon. 

Headquarters, 
Savannah ,  December'  3 ,  186 f 

Commodore:  If  the  Macon  is  at  Sister’s  Ferry  I  do  not  wish  it 
moved,  unless  it  is  compelled  to  fall  back.  In  that  case  I  desire  that 
it  will  take  position  at  the  railroad  bridge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  Hardee, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Commodore  Hunter, 

Commanding ,  etc. 

Please  give  orders  for  the  Macon  to  ascend  the  river  as  high  as 
Boston  Ferry,  if  possible,  and  to  patrol  the  river  between  those 
points.  1  will  forward  your  orders  by  courier. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Brent ,  C.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  C.  S.  ironclad  Savannah ,  to  assume  position 
designated  by  Lieutenant-  General  Hardee ,  G.  S.  Army. 


Savannah,  December  3 ,  1864.. 

Be  pleased  to  take  such  position  with  the  Savannah ,  under  your 
command,  as  may  be  designated  by  Lieutenant-General  IV.  *J.  Haidee, 
Provisional  Army  C.  S. ,  using  your  discretion  to  keep  her  afloat  and 
ready  to  move.  It  is  deemed  by  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  that  you 
may"  render  very  essential  service  connected  with  his  defense  of 
Savannah,  and  1  know  of  no  officer  to  whom  this  trust  can  be  better 
confided. 


Very  respectfully, 


Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 


Commander  T.  IV.  Brent,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Confederate  Steamer  Savannah. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  blunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-General 
ILardee ,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  position  desired  for  the  6.  A 
ironclad  Savannah. 

Savannah,  December  3,  1864- 

The  position  which  you  designated  for  the  C.  S.  S.  Savannah  can  not 
be  reached  by  that  vessel,  owing  to  her  draft  of  water. 

Very  respectfully,  Wm.  w.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 


Lieutenant-General  IV.  J.  Hardee,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 
p  g_ _ Herewith  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  her  commander  on  that 


subject. 
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[Enclosure.] 

C.  S.  S.  Savannah, 
Savannah  River ,  December  3 ,  186 f 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date  I  waited  upon  General 
Hardee,  in  company  with  the  chief  pilot  of  this  ship,  and  I  regret  to 
inform  you  that  the  position  in  which  he  desires  this  ship  to  be  placed 
can  not  be  reached  by  her  on  account  of  her  too  great  draft  of  water. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  W.  Brent, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Kennard,C.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  MaCon ,  regarding  objects  to  be  effected  by 
that  vessel  in  the  Savannah  River. 


Savannah,  December  3,  186 f 

The  Charleston  and  Savannah  Pail  way  Bridge  at  the  Savannah  River 
is  a  very  important  point  to  defend,  and,  should  it  become  necessary, 
endeavor  to  be  in  position  there  to  defend  it.  In  order  to  do  so,  and 
also  to  patrol  the  Savannah  River,  watch  carefully  the  state  of  the  river, 
and  do  not  be  caught  aground  or  be  cut  off  from  the  position  at  the 
bridge.  If  the  state  of  the  river  will  admit,  patrol  the  river  as  high 
up  as  Boston  Ferry.  Keep  your  vessel  below  the  enemy  in  force,  so 
as  not  to  be  cut  off  from  the  bridge.  To  an  officer  so  intelligent  as 
yourself  I  need  not  say  more.  These  are  the  objects  which  Lieutenant- 
General  W.  3.  Hardee  has  just  communicated  verbally  to  me  he  desires 
to  be  effected  by  your  command. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 


Lieut.  Comdg.  ,1.  S.  Kennard,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. , 

Commanding  C.  S.  S.  Macon. 


P-  S.  Lieutenant-General  W.  .1 .  Hardee  has  perused  these  orders, 
and  will  transmit  them  to  you  by  courier. 

W.  W.  H.,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General 
McLaws,  C.  S.  Army ,  requesting  the-  release  of  Lieutenant  Me  Adam, 
C.  S.  Navy,  from  temporary  service  in  placing  torpedoes. 

Savannah,  December  3,  186f 

Learning  that  Captain  Ducat  has  recently  reported  to  you  for  sub- 
FI™6  duty,  and  requiring  most  urgently  the  service  of  Lieutenant 
Me  Adam,  1  io\  isional  Navy,  C.  S.,  at  this  juncture  to  perform  his  duty 
as  the  executive  officer  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Isondiga ,  1  would  ask  that  you 
lelinquish  his  further  services  for  which  he  has  been  temporarilv 
assigned  in  connection  with  the  army. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 
Lieutenant-General  W.  J.  Hardee,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


473 


[Endorsement.] 

Headquarters,  Savannah. 

Captain  Ducat  knows  nothing  whatever  about  putting  torpedoes  in 
the  water.  Lieutenant  Me  Adam  is  skilled  in  the  operation,  and  has  a 
boat’s  crew  now  trained  in  the  business,  and  if  he  is  removed  it  will  be 
necessary  from  that  cause  alone  to  dispense  with  any  further  use  of 
torpedoes,  as  himself  and  crew  are  the  only  persons  in  the  district  of 
Georgia,  to  my  knowledge,  who  know  anything  about  them. 

L.  McLaws, 

Major-  General,  Commanding . 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Brent, 
C.  S.  'Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  ironclad  Savannah ,  to  assume  posi¬ 
tion  for  the  defense  of  obstructions  near  Fort  Jackson. 


Savannah,  December  6',  186  f 

Lieutenant-General  W.  J.  Hardee,  Provisional  Army  0.  S.,  hav¬ 
ing  informed  me  that  the  position  of  the  Savannah ,  which  you  now 
occupy  at  his  instance,  is  an  ineligible  one,  you  will  be  pleased  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  Savannah  near  Fort  Jackson.  Take  the  best  position 
for  the  defense  of  the  obstructions  there.  Be  in  readiness  to  move  at 
the  shortest  notice  where  the  services  of  the  Savannah  may  be  most 
required. 

V ery  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Commander  T.  W.  Brent,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Confederate  Steamer  Savannah. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-  Genet'al  Hardee ,  C.  S.  Army to  Flag-  Officer 
Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  am  interview. 

Savannah,  December  7 ,  186 j. 

Sir:  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  requests  to  see  you  at  his  office. 
Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  T.  B.  Rot, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Commodore  Hunter. 

[Endorsement.] 

General  Hardee  this  day  urges  the  removal  of  the  floating  battery 

Georaia  to  the  railway  bridge  over  the  Savannah  River. 

W.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Gwathmey , 
C.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  C.  S.  ironclad  Georgia ,  to  assume  a  position 
for  the  protection  of  the  Smannah  and  Charleston  Railway  Bridge. 

Savannah,  December  8,  186 j. 

Mv  order  of  vesterday  to  you  for  the  removal  of  the  Georgia  is 
hereby  annulled.  You  will,  however,  at  the  urgent  demand  of 
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Lieutenant-General  W.  J.  Hardee,  Provisional  Army  C.  S.,  proceed 
with  the  Georgia  to  the  railway  bridge  of  the  Savannah  and  Charles¬ 
ton  Railway  over  the  Savannah  River,  take  the  best  position  to  defend 
said  bridge,  and  defend  it  by  every  means  in  your  power. 

Be  in  readiness  to  use  your  battery  for  the  defense  of  either  way  of 
passing  the  bridge  with  two  guns  on  each  side  the  Georgia.  The 
steamers  Beauregard  and  Ida  are  directed  to  tow  your  vessel,  and  the 
commander  of  the  steamer  Jeff  Davis  will  report  to  you  for  service  in 
aiding  you  to  accomplish  this  order.  She  may  be  assigned  the  duty 
of  taking  up  your  anchors  and  planting  them  Avhere  you  will  require 
them  to  be  placed.  Pilot  Austin  will  report  to  you  for  duty  in  the 
execution  of  these  orders.  Keep  your  vessel,  if  possible,  off  the 
ground,  and  get  her  safely  to  your  station.  General  Hardee  deems 
the  service  with  which  you  are  charged  of  the  very  first  importance. 
Your  main  object  will  be  to  get  the  Georgia  safely  to  command  the 
bridge.  Do  not  keep  the  Ida  and  Beauregard  or  Jeff  Davis  longer 
than  necessary,  as  the  services  of  these  boats  are  in  very  great  demand 
for  army  purposes.  Have  an  anchor  or  heavy  kedge  ready  for  letting 
go  at  all  times  to  hold  your  vessel. 

I  send  you  hawsers  and  such  rope  as  I  can  procure  for  tow  lines, 
fasts,  etc. ;  these  are  to  be  kept  safely  and  returned  to  the  naval  service. 

The  officers  commanding  the  steamers  named  have  knowledge  of 
the  river  to  the  bridge.  Take  counsel  of  them  and  effect  the  object 
of  this  order  as  safely  and  as  soon  as  possible.  Report  the  result 
to  me. 


Very  respectfully, 


Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Lieut.  Commanding  W.  Gwathmey,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 

Commanding  Floating  Battery  Georgia. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter ,  C.  B.  Navy ,  to  the  commanding  officer 
C.  B.  S.  Firefly,  to  report  for  duty  to  Captain  Neely ,  G.  B.  Army, 
for  cooperation  in  picket  service. 

Savannah,  December  8,  186 f. 

Report  to  Captain  T.  W.  Neely,  quartermaster,  forthwith,  that  you 
will,  in  conjunction  Avith  your  regular  duties  of  communication  and 
supply  of  the  squadron,  also  relieve  the  pickets  on  the  several  river 
batteries,  on  his  furnishing  you  fuel  for  this  service.  You  will  there¬ 
fore  execute  this  duty  with  promptitude  and  dispatch. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

[Master’s  Mate  Skinner], 

Commanding  C.  S.  S.  Firefly. 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant-  General  Ilardee ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-  Officer 
Ilunter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  C.  S.  ironclad  Georgia. 


Headquarters, 

Savannah ,  Ga. ,  December  9 ,  186 L 
I  am  instructed  by  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  to  enquire  whether 
you  have  received  information  of  the  arrival  or  otherwise  oi  the 
Georgia  at  the  bridge. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  '  ‘  T.  B.  Hot, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Flag-Officer  Hunter, 

Commanding  Afloat ,  Savannah ,  Ga. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  Banter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-  General 
Bar  dee,  C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  delayed  arrival  of  the  C.  S.  iron¬ 
clad  Georgia. 

Savannah,  December  9 ,  186b, 


The  Georgia  has  not  yet  reached  Savannah  on  her  way  to  the  bridge. 
Every  measure  has  been  taken  to  dispatch  her.  Her  pi og less  to  the 
bridge  will  be  very  slow  and  uncertain. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  V .  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 


T.  B.  Roy, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Ilardee!  s  Staff. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Gwathmey ,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  iron¬ 
clad  Georgia,  regarding  the  delayed  movement  of  that  vesset. 

C.  S.  S.  Georgia,  December  9,  186b. 
Sir:  Owing  to  the  stormy  weather,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
pilot,  I  have  concluded  not  to  move  the  vessel  to-day.  I  shall  be  ready 
to-morrow  at  the  earliest  moment,  if  the  weather  should  subside. 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  Austin,  the  pilot,  who  will  make 

all  necessary  explanation  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

J  1  W.  Gwathmey, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commanding  Afloat. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Carnes ,  C.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sampson ,  to  be  in  readiness  for  move¬ 
ment  up  the  Savannah  River. 


Savannah,  December  9 , 

Be  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment’s  warning  up  the  Savannah 
River.  Have  your  pilot  on  board  at  all  times.  Be  in  readiness  for 
service  in  every  respect. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 


Lieut.  Comdg.  W.  W.  Carnes,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sampson. 


[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  commanding  officer  of  C.  S.  S. 

Resolute.  ] 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S. 
Navy,  for  the  destruction  of  Confederate  property  in  case  of  the  fall 
of  Savannah. 

Richmond,  December  10,  18'Gf 
(Via  courier  from  Hardeeville.) 

Should  Savannah  fall,  do  not  permit  our  vessels  under  construction, 
or  any  of  the  public  property  in  your  charge,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  Destroy  everything  when  necessary  to  prevent  this. 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  Josiah  Tattnall, 

Commanding  Station. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Anderson,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer 
Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  requesting  information  regarding  reported 
advance  of  the  enemy. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 
ILardeeville,  December  11, 1861 — 7 :lffi p.  m. 

I  am  directed  by  Lieutenant-General  Wheeler,  commanding  cavalry 
corps,  to  learn  what  your  instructions  and  orders  are.  I  enclose  you 
a  copy  of  a  dispatch  just  received,  and  beg  that  you  will  inform  me 
by  return  of  courier  whether  you  have  an}r  knowledge  of  the  facts 
therein  stated;  and  if  they  should  prove  to  be  true,  what  action  you 
propose  to  take. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  Anderson, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
Officer  Commanding  C.  S.  Steamer. 

At  Savannah  and  Charleston  Railroad  Bridge. 

[Enclosure.] 

Camp  Allen,  December  11,  [18  6 f. 
Sir:  Mr.  D.  Heywood  has  just  come  from  the  river  swamp  and 
reports  that  the  enemy  are  on  Argyle  Island  in  great  numbers,  and 
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are  crossing’  the  [Savannah]  River  on  this  side.  Another  gentleman 
has  just  come  up  and  confirms  the  first  report. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  Gregorie, 

lieutenant ,  Commanding  Company  C. 

R.  M.  Fuller, 

Acting  Adjutant. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier-  General 
Anderson ,  C.  /s'.  Army ,  reporting  the  destruction  of  railroad  bridge. 

Savannah  [and  Charleston]  Railway  Bridge, 

December  11,  1861 — 10  a.  in  . 

I  have  received  your  note  dated  Hardeeville,  11th  December,  1864. 
I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  enemy’s  movements  about  Argyle  Island, 
I  have  just  destroyed  the  Savannah  railway  bridge  by  fire,  and  I  will 
proceed  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow  to  defend  the  right  of  the  line  of  defenses 
of  Savannah. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Brigadier-General  R.  H.  Anderson,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-  General  LLardee,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-  Officer 
Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy ,  suggesting  the  movement  of  the  C.  S.  steamers 
Sampson  and  Macon  through  Back  River. 

Headquarters, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  12,  1861/ — 11:30  p.  m. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch*  of  11:30  to-day  is  received. 

I  regret  to  hear  of  the  loss  of  the  Resolute.  If  it  be  possible  to 
bring  the  Macon  and  the  Sampson  down  Back  River,  I  earnestly  desire 
that  It  shall  be  done.  It  is  believed  to  be  entirely  practicable  for  the 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  Hardee, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commanding  Afloat ,  Chavleston  and  Savannah  ±i*  Jjviclge. 


The  enemy  is  all  along  our  front  in  force. 


W.  J.  H. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-General 
Hardee,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  impossibility  of  reaching  Back 
River. 

Savannah  River,  above  Railroad  Bridge, 

December  13,  1861/. — 10  a.  in. 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  dispatch  of  the  12th  instant  at 

11:30  p.  m.  ,. 

In  my  judgment,  which  has  the  full  concurrence  of  the  commanding 


*  See  p.  490. 
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officers  of  the  Macon  and  Sampson  and  chief  pilot,  Captain  T.  N.  Phil- 
pot,  these  vessels  can  not  reach  Back  River,  the  batteries  which  we 
engaged  yesterday  intervening  to  prevent  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Lieutenant-General  W.  J.  Hardee,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 

P.  S. — To  obtain  fuel,  I  go  to  Purysburg,  where  you  can  communi¬ 
cate  with  me  more  readily  than  at  this  point. 


Letter  from  Major-  General  Wheeler ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-  Officer 

Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  reguesting  assistance  in  transporting  troops. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

December  13 ,  186  j — 1:15  p.  m. 

Sir:  I  deem  it  of  much  importance  to  the  public  service  that  a  por¬ 
tion  of  my  command  be  crossed  the  [Savannah]  River  at  Sister’s 
Ferry,  and  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  w i  1 1  please  aid  me  in 
doing  so  by  sending  one  of  your  boats  at  once  to  that  point  for  that 
purpose. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Wheeler, 

Major-  General. 

Commodore  Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Commanding ,  etc. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General 
Wheeler ,  C.  S.  Army,  acceding  to  reguest  for  assistance  in  transport¬ 
ing  troops. 

Purysburg,  [S.  C.],  December  13,  186 f 
I  have  received  your  request  of  this  date  to  cross  troops  of  your 
command  over  the  Savannah  River  at  Sister’s  Ferry.  I  will  proceed 
promptly  with  the  C.  S.  Sampson  thither  and  effect  the  object  of  your 
request. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Major-General  J.  Wheeler,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-  General 
Hardee,  C.  S.  Army,  reporting  his  departure  for  Sister’s  Ferry,  for 
transportation  of  troops. 

Purysburg,  [S.  C.],  December  13,  186 f 
^  At  the  request  of  Major-General  J.  Wheeler,  Provisional  Army 
C.  S.,  I  leave  here  for  Sister’s  Ferry  for  the  pui-pose  of  transporting- 
troops  of  his  command  over  the  Savannah  River.  I  leave  in  an  hour. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Lieutenant-General  W.  J.  Hardee,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 
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Report  of  Commander  Brent ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  explaining  the  cause  for  the 
retention  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Firefly  from  the  ascent  of  the  river. 

C.  S.  S.  Savannah, 
j. Savannah  River ,  December  13,  186f. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  9th  was  received  on  the  10th,  and  1  imme¬ 
diately  directed  Master’s  Mate  Skinner,  in  charge  of  the  _ Firefly ,  to 
report  to  Paymaster  Kelly  and  to  offer  to  take  for  him  and  the  navy 
storekeeper  such  papers  and  vouchers  as  they  might  desire  to  send  by 
him,  and  to  proceed  with  the  Firefly  under  his  charge  up  the  river 
and  report  to  you. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th,  I  received,  whilst  the  ship  was  lying 
off  Fort  Jackson,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Skinner  informing  me  that  he  was 
endeavoring  to  procure  a  pilot,  but  he  had  not  succeeded.  He,  more¬ 
over,  informed  me  that  the  steamer  Ida  had  started  on  the  evening  of 
the  10th,  and  was  believed  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy;  that  the 
steamer  Swan  had  attempted  to  proceed  up,  but  was  obliged  to  return, 
on  account  of  the  danger,  and  that  from  all  that  he  could  learn,  it  was 
impossible  to  proceed  up  the  river  without  the  danger  of  being  cap¬ 
tured.  Having  received  authentic  and  official  confirmation  of  these 
facts  I  concluded  that  1  ought  not  to  attempt  to  send  the  Firefly  \\ p 
the  river  whilst  the  risk  was  evidently  so  imminent  of  her  being 
captured. 

1  received  this  morning  your  letters  of  the  11th  to  Assistant  Pay¬ 
master  Keim,  and  also  one  to  Master’s  Mate  Skinner,  directing  him  to 
report  to  Assistant  Paymaster  Keim  with  the  Firefly. 

As  the  reasons  against  sending  the  Firefly  were  stronger  than  they 
were  before,  Assistant  Paymaster  Keim  will  endeavor  to  take  other 
measures,  with  the  aid  of  the  military  authorities,  to  join  you  on  the 
river  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

He  will  inform  you  particularly  of  oar  movements  in  this  quarter.  . 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  W.  Brent, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commanding  Afloat ,  Savannah  River. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  I  lag  Officer  Ilunter, 
C.  S.  Navy,  in  case  of  the  capture  of  Savannah  by  the  lederal 

forces.  n  , 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department,  Richmond,  December  If,  180  f. 

Should  the  enemy  get  and  hold  Savannah,  and  you  can  do  no  further 
service  there,  you  are  expected  to  dispose  of  your  squadron  to  the 
o-reatest  injury  to  him  and  the  greatest  benefit  to  oui  country, 
necessary  to  leave  Savannah,  your  vessels,  except  the  Georgia,  may 
tight  their  way  into  Charleston.  Under  no  circumstances  should  they 
be  destroyed  until  every  proper  effort  to  save  them  shall  have  been 

exhausted.  „  „  ,T 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Commanding  Afloat,  Savannah,  Ga. 

Sent  through  Flag-Officer  Ingraham. 
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Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Kennard , 
C.  S.  Navy,  for  the  disposition  of  the  C.  S'.  S.  Macon  in  case  of  the 
capture  of  Savannah  by  the  Federal  forces. 


C.  S.  S.  Sampson, 


Sister's  Ferry ,  Savannah  River ,  December  If  186 f 

Should  you  learn  that  the  enemy  have  possession  of  Savannah,  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  Macon  as  far  as  she  may  be  safely  taken  up  the  Savannah 
River,  unless  there  be  some  essential  service  for  her  nearer  your 
present  position,  of  which  you  will  exercise  your  discretion.  It  is 
very  desirable  to  have  the  Macon  and  her  armament  for  future  uses. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Lieut.  Comdg.  J.  S.  Kennard,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Kennard ', 
C.  S.  Navy,  to  furnish  in  formation  regarding  condition  of  affairs  at 
Savannah. 


C.  S.  S.  Sampson, 

Sister's  Ferry,  December  16,  1861/, — 11  a.  m. 

Please  send  me  word  by  courier  to  this  place,  as  soon  as  you  can,  a 
statement  of  any  knowledge  or  information  which  you  may  now  have 
or  receive  of  the  state  of  affairs  at  Savannah  and  aught  else  pertaining 
to  your  command.  I  have  no  other  means  of  obtaining  this  requisite 
information,  on  which  our  movements  are  based. 

Very  respectfully, 


Wm.  W.  Hunter, 


Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 


Lieut.  Comdg.  J.  S.  Kennard,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 

P.  S. — I  sent  you  a  like  dispatch  at  6  a.  m.  this  morning,  but  the 
courier  lost  it. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Comstock,  C.  S.  Navy,  of  the  capture  by  the 
enemy  of  Fort  McAllister  and  the  investment  of  Savannah. 

C.  S.  S.  Macon, 
Rurysburg,  December  16,  [186 f\. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  14th  has  been  received.  The  commanding 
officer  being  absent  on  shore,  I  have  opened  it.  The  latest  from 
Savannah  is  that  Fort  McAllister  was  taken  by  assault  a  few  days  ago, 
and  the  enemy  have  invested  the  city.  A  body  of  the  enemy  crossed 
over  at  Izard’s  place,  on  Back  River,  and  General  Ferguson’s  com¬ 
mand  had  gone  out  from  Hardeeville  to  attack  them.  Paymaster 
Keim  is  on  board. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  V.  Comstock, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Commanding  Afloat. 
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Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Hunter , 
C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  disposition  of  the  Coyxfederate  vessels  in 
case  of  the  capture  of  Savannah. 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail, 

C.  S.  Navy  Department ,  Richmond ,  Va. ,  December  17 ,  186 f 
Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  send  you  the 
following  instructions,  in  addition  to  those  contained  in  my  letter  to 
you  of  the  10th  instant. 

In  the  present  aspect  of  affairs  at  Savannah,  the  Department  takes 
it  for  granted  that  you  will  use  every  possible  effort  to  beat  back  the 
enemy.  Should  the  city  fall,  however,  you  must  save  your  vessels. 
The  Savannah ,  Isondiga ,  and  Macon ,  at  least,  should  be  saved. 
Charleston,  Wilmington,  and  Georgetown  are  open  to  them.  The 
Savannah’s  draft  permits  her  to  go  through  into  Ossabaw  Sound, 
should  this  route  be  preferred  to  passing  Fort  Pulaski.  The  draft  of 
your  other  vessels  is  much  less,  and  your  pilots  should  be  called  upon 
at  once  in  reference  to  the  channels  of  escape. 

It  would  seem  that  the  Savannah  and  your  other  gunboats,  keeping 
well  together,  might  fight  their  way  into  Charleston  at  night,  if  they 
could  not  do  better.  The  two  smaller  vessels  might  go  to  sea  if 
necessary. 

Under  any  circumstances,  it  is  better  for  the  vessels,  for  the  Navy, 
for  our  cause  and  country,  that  these  vessels  should  fall  in  the  conflict 
of  battle,  taking  all  the  risks  of  defeat  and  triumph,  than  that  they 
should  be  tamely  surrendered  to  the  enemy  or  destroyed  by  their  own 
officers.  If  fall  they  must,  let  them  show  neither  the  weakness  of 
submission  nor  of  self-destruction,  but  inflict  a  blow  that  will  relieve 
defeat  from  discredit.  This  will  be  sent  to  you  by  a  messenger  from 
the  Department. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.S.Lee, 

Captain  in  Charge. 

Flag-Officer  \T7.  W.  Hunter,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Commanding ,  etc. ,  Savannah,  Ga. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-  General 
Hardee ,  C.  S.  Army ,  annauncing  his  departure  with  the  C.  S. 
steamers  Macon  and  Sampson  from  Sister’s  Ferry. 

C.  S.  S.  Sampson, 
Sister’s  Ferry ,  December  18,  186 f 

That  the  Macon  and  Sampson  may  be  in  a  position  to  obtain  sub¬ 
sistence  by  communicating  with  Augusta,  I  will  take  advantage  of  the 
present  rise  in  the  river  to  proceed  above  Shell  Bluff,  my  communica¬ 
tion  with  Savannah  for  that  purpose  being  effectually  cut  off,  and  will 
leave  here  for  that  point  to-morrow  morning. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Com  manding  Afloat. 

Lieutenant-General  W.  J.  Hardee,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 

N  W  R — VOL  16 - 31 
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Instr  uctions  regarding  the  disposition  of  vessels. 

Savannah,  December  18,  186 If. . 

Savannah:  To  remain  two  days  after  our  troops  have  evacuated  the 
city  to  protect  the  evacuation;  then  to  he  ready  to  proceed  to  sea  by 
the  way  of  [Saint]  Augustine  Creek.  Lieutenant  McAdam  to  take 
two  boats  from  the  Savannah  to  remove  the  torpedoes  at  Turner’s 
Rocks. 

Lsondiga:  After  the  evacuation  of  our  troops  will  proceed  up  the 
river,  if  there  are  no  enemy’s  batteries  to  prevent  it,  and  join  Flag- 
Officer  Hunter;  otherwise  to  try  the  passage  to  sea  by  [Saint]  Augus¬ 
tine  Creek. 

Firefly:  Proceed  up  the  river  to  join  Flag-Officer  Hunter. 

Georgia:  The  general  commanding  will  give  notice  of  the  time  of 
dismantling  Forts  Jackson  and  Lee,  when  the  guns  will  be  spiked  and 
shots  jammed  in  the  guns.  The  crew  will  leave  the  ship  for  Screven’s 
Ferry,  at  the  same  time  scuttling  the  ship  effectually. 

Guns  on  lower  end  of  Hutchinson’s  Island:  Spike  the  guns  and  jam 
shot  in  them;  break  the  carriages. 

The  foregoing  plan  was  adopted  on  the  advice  and  approval  of  Gen¬ 
erals  Beauregard  and  Hardee. 

Thos.  W.  Brent, 

Commandant  Afloat,  pro  tern. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-  General  ILardee,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-  Oflicer 
ILunter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  making  suggestion  regarding  the  naval  vessels 
in  case  of  the  capture  of  Savannah. 

Headquarters. 

Savannah,  Ga. ,  December  19,  186 J. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  case  of  the  evacuation 
of  Savannah,  bjr  arrangement  with  Captain  Brent,  C.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding,  etc.,  the  steamers  Lsondiga  and  Firefly  will,  if  practicable, 
be  sent  up  the  river  to  join  you.  I  have  to  request  in  that  case  that 
you  will  patrol  the  river  from  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad 
bridge  as  far  up  as  possible.  If  forced  up  the  river  by  the  enemy,  all 
the  steamers  under  your  command  should  continue  to  go  up  as  far  as 
the  state  of  the  water  will  permit. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  Hardee, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Commodore  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag- Oflicer,  Commanding  Afl,oat ,  Savannah  River. 


,  [Telegram.] 

Pocotaligo,  December  20,  {186 Jf 

It  is  essential  that  Savannah  River  should  be  commanded  by  your 
gunboat  as  long  as  possible  from  the  enemy’s  upper  batteries  to  as 
high  up  as  navigation  will  permit. 

G.  T.  Beauregard. 

Commodore  Hunter, 

On  Boat  Macon,  near  Purysburg . 
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Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Tucker ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Chief  Engineer  Tomb , 
C.  S.  Navy ,  to  proceed  with  dispatch  to  Savannah  for  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  commanding  officer  afloat. 

Flagship  Charleston, 
Charleston ,  December  21,  186 f 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Savannah  by  the  first  train,  special  or 
otherwise,  and  deliver  the  within  letter*  to  Flag-Officer  Brent,  com¬ 
manding  afloat  at  Savannah,  and  return  here  as  early  as  possible  with 
his  reply. 

Enclosed  you  have  an  order  lor  transportation  to  and  from  Savannah, 
which  you  will  please  show  to  the  commanding  general  of  this  de¬ 
partment  and  request  him  to  direct  that  you  be  furnished  with  the 
earliest  means  of  carrying  out  these  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Tucker, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Chief  Engineer  J.  H.  Tomb,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Charleston ,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Brent ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  operations  con¬ 
nected  with  the  evacuation  of  the  city  of  Savannah. 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  December  2 f  186T 
Sir:  I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  dispatch  f  I  received  from  the  Secre 
tary  of  the  Navy,  dated  Richmond,  December  14.  The  original,  which 
1  retain,  is  dated  Charleston,  December  15,  and  forwarded  to  you  by 
General  Beauregard,  with  the  request  that  Lieutenant-General  Hardee 
would  have  it  deciphered  and  transmitted.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a 
letter, J  dated  December  17,  1  received  from  the  office  of  orders  and 
detail,  at  Hardeeville.  1  was  most  anxious  to  carry  out  the  instruc¬ 
tions  of  the  Department  in  relation  to  the  escape  of  the  vessels  from 
Savannah  after  its  occupation  by  the  enemy,  and  with  this  view  was 
making  preparations  to  put  the  Savannah  in  a  fit  condition  for  sea.  1 
directed  Lieutenant  McAdam,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  the  officer  who 
laid  the  torpedoes,  to  remove  with  all  possible  dispatch  those  that  ob¬ 
structed  the  passage  to  sea  by  the  way  of  Turner’s  Rocks.  In  his 
report,  dated  the  20th,  he  states  that  he  immediately  proceeded  to 
the  C.  S.  S.  Savannah ,  where  he  was  furnished  with  two  boats  and 
their  crews,  but  after  every  endeavor  he  found  that  with  all  the  appli¬ 
ances  at  his  command,  grapnels,  etc.,  he  was  unable  with  the  motive 
power  of  boats  to  remove  any  one  of  them,  the  anchors  to  which  they 
are  attached  being  too  firmly  embedded  in  the  sand.  The  steam  tender 
Firefly  towed  the  boats.  Finding  it  impossible,  with  the  means  at  my 
command,  before  the  time  fixed  upon  for  the  evacuation  of  the  city, 
to  remove  the  torpedoes,  I  determined  that  it  would  not  be  proper  to 
attempt  the  passage  of  the  river  in  that  direction,  and  the  passage  by 
the  North  Channel  was  effectually  obstructed.  Under  these  circum¬ 
stances  it  did  not  seem  to  me  possible  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of 
the  Department  in  regard  to  taking  the  Savannah  to  sea  and  fighting 
her  way  into  this  or  some  other  port.  As  to  the  Isondiga,  she  was  a 
very  inferior  vessel  in  speed  and  her  magazine  was  very  much  exposed. 


*  Not  found. 


|See  p.  479. 


fSee  p.  481. 
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I  therefore  thought  her  best  chances  of  escape  would  be  to  attempt  to 
go  up  the  river  if  a  passage  could  be  found  not  commanded  by  the 
enemy’s  batteries.  The  T Voter  Witch  was  burned  on  the  19th,  after 
consultation  with  the  commanding  general  and  by  his  advice,  to  pre¬ 
vent  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  In  a  conference  I  had 
with  Generals  Beauregard  and  Hardee  a  few  days  before  the  evacua¬ 
tion  the  plan  was  fixed  upon  that  the  Savannah  should  attempt  to  get  to 
sea  by  Wassaw  Sound,  and  the  Isondiga  and  Firefly  up  the  river.  This 
proved  to  be  impracticable,  principally  on  account  of  the  torpedoes,  as 
before  stated.  General  Hardee  requested  me  to  remai  n  after  the  evacu¬ 
ation  of  the  city  until  Thursday  night,  the  22d  instant,  to  protect  valua¬ 
ble  stores  at  Screven’s  Ferry,  and  which  could  not  be  sooner  removed, 
and  informing  me  that  Major-General  Wheeler  had  been  directed  to 
keep  in  constant  communication  with  me  to  inform  me  of  the  move¬ 
ments  of  the  enemy,  and  if  those  movements  should  render  my  position 
unsafe  that  I  should  be  advised  by  General  Wheeler.  I  was  happy  to 
have  it  in  my  power  to  render  very  important  service  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  pontoon  bridges  with  detachments  of  the  crew  of  the 
Savannah  and  Georgia ,  under  Boatswain  McCalla.  On  the  morning 
of  the  21st  the  enemy,  in  possession  of  the  city,  opened  upon  the  ship 
a  well-directed  lire  of  field  artillery  from  the  bluff  near  the  gas  works. 
I  was  unable  to  give  my  guns  sufficient  elevation  to  reach  them  when 
I  returned  the  fire.  On  the  evening  of  the  21st  Captain  Quirk  [Man¬ 
ning  J.  Kirk?],  the  commanding  officer,  and  having  charge  of  the 
transportation  at  Screven’s  Ferry,  informed  me  that  he  intended  evacu¬ 
ating  that  night  by  8  o’clock,  and  asking  me  if  I  could  land  my  com¬ 
mand  by  that  time.  The  city  and  commanding  positions  being  in 
possession  of  the  enemy,  every  outlet  of  escape  closed  except  that  by 
Screven’s  Ferry,  and  my  supply  of  provisions  getting  short,  I  consid¬ 
ered  it  my  duty  to  destroy  my  ship  to  prevent  her  from  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  enem}T,  and  to  save  the  officers  and  crew.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  at  about  7:30  p.  m.,  the  ship  was  fired,  having  previously  landed 
her  officers  and  crew,  except  the  firing  party  under  charge  of  the 
executive  officer,  Lieutenant  Hudgins.  I  left  with  the  last  boat. 
Upon  landing  at  Screven’s  Ferry,  trie  wharf  there  was  fired,  and  the 
Firefly ,  which  was  alongside  of  it. 

I  then  proceeded  with  the  officers  and  men  in  a  march  of  about  18 
miles  to  Hardeeville.  Nothing  was  saved  except  what  was  carried 
about  the  person,  and  no  transportation  could  be  obtained  from  the 
army  except  a  wagon  to  carry  the  sick,  who  could  not  march.  On  the 
morning  of  the  22d  I  arrived  with  my  command  at  Hardeeville,  where 
I  received  by  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Ingraham,  Provisional  Navy 
C.  S.,  the  letter  from  the  Navy  Department  referred  to  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  this  letter.  It  was  then  too  late  to  carry  out  the  orders 
of  the  Department,  even  had  it  been  in  my  power  to  do  so.  I  found 
at  Plardeeville  Lieutenant  Dalton,  with  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Isondiga ,  which  he  had  burned,  on  account  of  her  getting  ashore  above 
the  pontoon  bridge  in  Back  River,  after  the  enemy  had  possession  of 
the  city,  and  whilst  he  was  coming  down  the  river  to  communicate 
with  rue.  His  report  will  be  enclosed  if  ready  before  the  closing  of 
this  dispatch.  Upon  application  to  Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  I 
obtained  transportation  for  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  vessels  to  this 
place,  leaving  Hardeeville  on  the  evening  of  the  22d  and  arriving  here 
on  the  night  of  the  23d.  I  immediately  reported  to  Flag-Officer 
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Ingraham,  through  whom  the  sick  were  sent  to  the  naval  hospital,  and 
on  the  following  morning  to  Flag-Officer  Tucker,  who  placed  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  crew  on  board  the  receiving  ship.  On  the  24th  1  telegraphed 
my  arrival  to  the  Navy  Department  and  am  awaiting  orders.  On  yes¬ 
terday,  the  25th,  Flag-Officer  Tucker  asked  me  to  place  100  men  under 
Lieutenant  Dalton,  principally  composed  of  the  crews  of  the  Isondiga 
and  Georgia,  with  the  marines  of  the  Savannah ,  under  Lieutenant 
Pratt,  to  reinforce  Fort  Johnson,  threatened  with  an  attack  by  the 
enemy.  The  rest  of  the  command,  consisting  of  about  300  men,  under 
Lieutenant  Hudgins,  of  the  Savannah ,  were  kept  in  readiness  if 
required.  I  send  this  under  charge  of  Third  Assistant  Engineer  T.  O. 
McClosky,  with  orders  to  report  to  you.  I  have  transmitted  a  copy 
of  this  report  to  the  Navy  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  W.  Brent, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commanding  Afloat,  Savannah  River. 


Extract  from  journal  of  Flag- Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  December 

10-25,  1861 

Ci  S.  S.  Sampson,  Flagship ,  December  10,  1864  ■ — Flag-Officer 
William  W.  Hunter,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  came  on  board  at  10 
p.  m.  last  evening.  Weighed  anchor  at  3:15  a.  m.  this  day  and  pro¬ 
ceeded,  attended  by  steam  tender  C.  S.  S.  Resolute ,  up  the  Savannah 
River.  Arrived  at  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railway  bridge  and 
dropped  anchor  at  5:20  a.  m.  At  6:30  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  up  the  river.  7 : 30,  about  4  miles  from  the  bridge,  met  C.  S.  S. 
Macon,  descending  the  river.  Captain  Kennard  reported  the  enemy 
as  having  passed  Sister’s  Ferry  on  the  river  road  to  Savannah. 
Patrolled  the  river  as  high  as  Purysburg,  25  miles  from  Savannah, 
where  we  anchored  at  8:30  a.  m.  10:15  a.  m.  started  down  the  river 
to  return  to  the  bridge.  At  11:15  a.  m.,  about  5  miles  from  the 
bridge,  ran  fast  ashore  on  sand  bar;  endeavored  to  get  otf  with  the 
assistance  of  C.  S.  S.  Resolute ,  but  failed.  About  5:30  p.  m.  heard 
firing  in  the  direction  of  the  bridge,  both  artillery  and  musketry. 
Supposed  it  was  C.  S.  S.  Macon  firing  on  enemy,  <  endeavoring  to 
molest  the  bridge.  Five  heavy  guns  were  heard  at  intervals,  ope  or 
two  at  a  time,  and  ceased  in  about  half  an  hour.  Also  heard  artillery 
firing  at  a  distance  toward  Savannah  during  the  afternoon. 

December  11.—  About  4  a.  m.  heard  artillery  firing  in  the  direction 
of  Savannah,  which  continued  at  intervals  through  the  morning.  At 
8:30  a.  m.  got  off  the  bar  and  at  9  a.  m.  started  down  the  river  again; 
arrived  at  the  bridge  at  10  a.  m.  and  came  to  an  anchor.  Found 
C.  S.  S.  Macon  at  the  bridge.  Received  a  request  from  Lieutenant- 
Genera]  W.  J.  Hardee,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. ,.  to  effectually  destroy 
the  railroad  bridge  and  proceed  to  defend  the  right  of  the  line  of 
defense  at  Savannah.  Waited  for  tide  to  serve,  and  at  8:30  p.  m. 
passed  through  the  bridge  and  anchored.  Immediately  sent  out  a 
party  and  carried  out  the  request  of  General  Hardee.  11  p.  m., 
waiting  for  tide  to  descend  the  river. 
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December  1 2. — At  6  a.  m.  got  underway  and  moved  down  the  river 
in  company  with  C.  S.  steamers  Macon  and  Resolute ,  Sampson  lead¬ 
ing,  next  Resolute ,  and  Macon  bringing  up  the  rear.  At  7  a.  m.  beat 
to  quarters  and  cleared  the  decks  for  action.  When  opposite  Argyle 
Island  we  obtained  information  from  a  man  on  shore  that  the  Yankees 
were  at  a  mill  farther  down,  grinding.  He  stated  that  he  did  not 
think  there  was  any  artillery.  As  we  went  along  we  saw  at  the  differ¬ 
ent  places  smoking  ruins.  After  we  passed  the  mill,  at  1  weedside, 
situated  on  a  back  river  a  short  distance,  where  we  saw  the  enemy,  as 
above  stated,  we  were  opened  upon  by  one  or  more  light  batteries  of 
Parrott  guns,  posted  upon  a  bluff  in  the  bend  of  the  river,  which  we 
had  to  approach  head-on,  and  entirely  commanding  the  channel, 
apparently  supported  by  infantry,  and  about  1,000  or  1,200  yards 
distant.  We  kept  on  to  within  about  800  yards,  and  opened  on  them 
with  bow  gun,  assisted  by  C.  S.  S.  Macon  astern  and  to  starboard.  The 
vessel  was  struck  three  times — On  her  hurricane  deck,  near  machinery 
and  steam  drum,  and  once  in  her  rudder — in  a  short  space  of  time,  and 
it  was  evident  we  could  not  pass  the  batteries.  C.  S.  S.  Macon  was 
struck  twice,  once  under  her  bow  and  one  shot  passing  through  smoke¬ 
stack.  C.  S.  S.  Resolute  struck  twice,  one  shot  injuring  her  wheel 
so  as  to  disable  her.  Seeing  that  it  was  impossible  to  proceed,  flag- 
officer  ordered  the  vessels  to  retire.  While  turning  to  retire  we  came 
in  collision  with  C.  S.  S.  Resolute ,  damaging  both  vessels.  At  the  same 
time  the  C.  S.  S.  Macon  struck  Resolute  on  her  port  quarter,  commit¬ 
ting  no  injur}',  however.  The  C.  S.  S.  Resolute ,  being  unmanageable, 
drifted  ashore.  It  being  impossible  to  render  her  any  assistance 
without  endangering  the  safety  of  the  other  vessels  from  the  fire  of 
the  enemy  and  from  being  cut  off  above  by  a  battery  which  was  seen 
to  start  off  up  the  river  at  a  gallop,  we  were  compelled  to  leave  her, 
with  orders  for  the  crew  to  escape  in  their  boats  if  it  was  impossible 
to  get  her  off'.  We  returned  up  the  river,  firing  our  bow  gun,  as  it 
would  bear  upon  the  enemy,  the  Macon  doing  likewise.  Passed  up 
above  the  Savannah  and  Charleston  Railroad  bridge,  and  came  to  an 
anchor,  Macon  doing  the  same  at  about  10  a.  m.  During  the  engage¬ 
ment  Sampson  fired  9  shots  and  C.  S.  S.  Macon  21  shots.  The  enemy 
fired  over  50  shots,  probably.  Master  J.  W.  McCarrick,  C.  S.  S. 
Macon ,  was  dispatched  with  a  boat’s  crew  to  endeavor  to  find  out  the 
fate  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Resolute  or  her  officers  and  crew,  or  assist  in  getting 
her  off,  if  possible.  Sent  a  dispatch  to  Lieutenant-General  W.  J. 
Hardee,  Provisional  Army  C.  S.,  announcing  the  failure  of  our 
attempt  to  cooperate  with  him  on  the  right  of  his  line  of  defense. 
Sharpshooters  reported  to  be  at  the  bridge  on  the  Georgia  side  of  the 
river.  Master  McCarrick  returned  about  6.30  p.  m.,  bringing  with 
him  two  Yankee  prisoners,  whom  he  had  captured.  He  was  unable  to 
find  out  anything  definite  about  the  fate  of  the  Resolute ,  her  officers 
or  crew,  but  supposed  the  officers  and  crew  were  captured,  as  he  was 
chased  by  the  enemy  in  the  Resolute’s  boats,  and  passed  a  few  shots 
with  them,  killing  one.  He  saw  a  fire  in  the  direction  of  the  Resolute 
and  thinks  that  it  was  she  burning.  At  9  p.  m.  heard  musketry  firing 
down  the  river.  At  10  p.  m.  heard  some  heavy  artillery,  and  from 
11  p.  m.  to  12  there  was  a  brisk  cannonading  kept  up,  apparently  to 
the  southward  of  Savannah. 

December  13. — At  about  12.30  a.  m.  suspicious  noises  were  heard 
on  the  Georgia  bank  of  the  river.  Supposing  that  there  was  some 
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danger,  the  crew  were  called  to  quarters  with  small  arms.  At  2  a.  m. 
crew  ordered  to  turn  in.  At  10.30  a.  m.  weighed  anchor,  and,  with 
the  C.  S.  S.  Macon ,  proceeded  up  the  river  to  Purysburg  to  get  wood. 
At  wood  landing,  near  this  place,  General  Wheeler  came  on  board 
with  his  staff,  and  requested  the  flag-officer  to  aid  him  in  transporting 
a  part  of  his  troops  across  the  river  at  Sister’s  Ferry  to  the  South 
Carolina  side.  At  2.30  p.  m.  we  accordingly  proceeded  up  the  river, 
leaving  the  Macon  at  Purysburg.  Heavy  tiring  heard  all  day  in  the 
direction  of  Savannah,  at  intervals.  At  4.40  p.  m.  came  to  alongside 
of  Beck’s  Bluff,  cast  out  a  rope  to  a  tree,  and  remained  all  night,  about 
32  miles  from  Savannah. 

December  U±. — Got  up  steam  and  proceeded  up  the  river  at  6:20  a.  m. 
Passed  Ebenezer  at  10  a.  m.  About  10:45  a.  m.  turned  men  out  with 
small  arms  on  seeing  a  number  of  persons  run  from  alongside  of  aflat 
tied  at  the  foot  of  a  bluff.  Turned  out  to  be  negroes  loading  a  flat  with 
corn.  Picked  up  a  flat  floating  down  the  river.  At  1 : 30  p.  m.  arrived 
at  Sister’s  Ferry  and  found  that  all  of  Wheeler’s  cavalry,  whom  we 
were  to  assist  in  crossing,  had  crossed.  At  2:30  p.  m.  proceeded  up 
the  river  about  100  yards  and  came  to  anchor,  to  await  news  from 
below,  to  guide  our  future  movements.  Left  a  boat  to  assist  in  cross¬ 
ing  a  detachment  of  scouts.  About  6:30  p.  m.  heard  voices  at  the 
ferry;  sent  down  a  boat  and  found  two  men  returning  from  flag  of 
truce;  assisted  them  in  crossing.  Commenced  to  blow  out  and  clean 
boilers,  to  facilitate  the  raising  of  steam.  Heard  very  heavy  cannon¬ 
ading  in  a  southerly  direction  to-da3r. 

December  15.—  Remained  at  anchor.  Proceeded  with  the  cleaning 
of  boilers.  Heard  cannonading  in  southerly  direction  apparently. 
No  news. 

December  16—  Still  at  anchor.  Colonel  Rawls,  Fifty -fourth  Georgia 
Regiment,  came  on  board  to  request  assistance  in  crossing  wagons, 
etc.,  over  the  ferry.  Sent  the  cutter.  Colonel  Ralls  reported  the 
capture  of  Fort  McAllister  after  a  hard  fight  and  almost  annihilation 
of  the  garrison  by  the  enemy.  Reported  the  destruction  of  a  vessel 
near  Ogeechee  River;  uncertain  whether  it  is  the  Water  Witch  or  not; 
think  not.  Also  some  of  the  enemy  on  the  South  Carolina  shore. 
Heard  cannonading  in  southerly  direction  to-daj^. 

December  17.— At  2  a.  m.  courier  came  on  board  bringing  dispatches 
from  Lieutenant  W.  Y.  Comstock,  executive  officer  of  C.  S.  S.  Macon , 
in  absence  on  shore  of  lieutenant  commanding,  announcing  capture  of 
Fort  McAllister  by  assault  a  few  days  ago,  and  the^  enemy  invested 
the  city.  A  body  of  the  enemy  crossed  over  at  Izard’s  place,  on  Back 
River,  and  General  Ferguson’s  command  had  gone  out  from  Hardee- 
ville  to  attack  them.  Flag-officer  sent  back  a  dispatch  ordering  C.  S.  S. 
Macon  up  to  Sister’s  Ferry.  Heard  heavy  cannonading  during  the 
day.  A  cavalry  soldier,  who  said  he  was  from  near  Savannah  yester¬ 
day’  denies  that  Fort  McAllister  has  been  taken.  _  . 

December  18.— Still  at  anchor  at  Sister’s  Ferry,  awaiting  arrival  ot 
the  C.  S.  S.  Macon ,  whom  the  flag-officer  has  ordered  to  come  up. 
C.  S.  S.  Macon  arrived  at  5:30  p.  m.,  and  came  to  anchor  alongside. 
Paymaster  C.  W.  Keim,  who  left  Savannah  on  the  14th  instant,  in 
compliance  with  an  order  from  Flag-Officer  W.  A  .  Hunter,  confirms 
the  report  of  the  fall  of  Fort  McAllister,  and  reports  that  the  G  S.  b. 
Savannah  is  lying  off  Krenson’s  shipyard;  the  Isondiga,  cottonclad, 
in  Back  River,  twenty  days’  provision  in  the  city,  and  great  uncer¬ 
tainty  as  to  its  fate. 
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December  19. — At  8:20  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  started  up  the 
river  for  Shell  Bluff,  about  40  miles  from  Augusta,  in  order  to  be  in  a 
position  to  obtain  supplies,  the  C.  S.  S.  Macon ,  in  our  company.  ^  Came 
to  an  anchor  about  57  miles  from  Sister’s  Ferry  at  5:30  p.  m.,  C.  S.  S. 
Macon  alongside. 

December  20. — At  6:30  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  up  the 
river.  At  7:45  a.  m.,  C.  S.  S.  Macon  got  aground  in  turning  into  the 
“cut  off”  about  62  miles  from  Sister’s  Ferry,  in  pulling  her  off  we 
got  aground.  Took  in  wood  at  Brier  Creek  Landing  and  at  Matthew’s 
Bluff.  Anchored  for  the  night  3  miles  below  Heshman’s  Lake. 

December  °21. — After  getting  up  steam  this  morning,  Pilot  T.  N. 
Philpot,  C.  S.  S.  Macon ,  reported  that  the  river  had  fallen  4  feet  and 
that  it  was  too  low  for  us  to  proceed.  Master  McCarrick,  C.  S.  S. 
Macon ,  in  going  ashore  3  miles  up  the  river,  discovered  a  distillery, 
and  from  some  causes  his  suspicions  were  aroused.  He  therefore 
reported  it  to  the  fiag-officer,  who  sent  out  a  detachment  of  20  men 
to  find  out  about  them,  under  Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  W.  Carnes, 
C.  S.  S.  Sampson.  It  proved  to  be  a  Government  distillery  and  all 
right. 

December  22. — Still  at  anchor  3  miles  below  Heshman’s  Lake.  This 
evening  Pilot  T.  N.  Philpot  reported  the  river  to  have  risen  3  inches, 
and  stated  that  if  it  rose  12  inches  more  by  the  morning  we  could 
proceed  up  the  river. 

December  23. — Weighed  anchor  and  started,  the  C.  S.  S.  Macon  doing 
likewise,  at  7:30  a  m.  up  the  river,  the  river  having  risen  about  2  feet. 
Passed  round  some  very  short  turns  and  through  the  obstructions. 
At  Brown’s  Landing  the  C.  S.  S.  Macon  stopped  to  get  wTood  and 
heard  a  report  from  some  gentlemen  that  Savannah  had  been  evacuated. 
Anchored  for  the  night,  having  come  57  miles.  At  6:50  p.  m.  C.  S.  S. 
Macon  did  likewise. 

December  2b- — At  7:15  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  started  up  the 
river;  C.  S.  S.  Macon  did  likewise.  At  9:30  a.  m.  both  vessels  dropped 
anchor  at  Shell  Bluff.  On  returning  from  the  shore  Pilot  T.  N.  Phil¬ 
pot  reported  that  a  gentleman  had  received  a  dispatch  stating  that 
Savannah  had  certainly  been  evacuated.  The  C.  S.  S.  Macon  was 
therefore  dispatched  up  to  Augusta.  C.  S.  S.  Sampson  had  to  remain 
to  repair  her  cylinder.  At  2:10  p.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  started. 
At  3:30  p.  m.,  7  miles  from  Shell  Bluff,  ran  alongside  C.  S.  S.  Macon , 
who  was  there  anchored,  having  bent  her  propeller  by  striking  against 
a  log,  and  thus  being  disabled;  took  her  in  tow.  Anchored  at  6:25 
p.  m.  about  20  miles  from  Augusta. 

December  25.- — At  6:40  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  up  the 
river.  At  12  m.  came  to  anchor  about  600  yards  below  the  city  of 
Augusta.  C.  S.  S.  Macon  made  fast  to  the  shore. 


[Telegram.] 

Augusta,  Ga.,  December  26.  186b • 
On  the  urgent,  demand  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  Provisional 
Army  C.  S.,  whilst  cooperating  with  him  on  the  Savannah  River 
above  the  city,  to  prevent  the  enemy  crossing,  to  cross  our  own  troops, 
and  to  destroy  the  Charleston  Railway  bridge,  the  investment  of 
Savannah  caused  numerous  batteries  to  be  placed  by  the  enemy  on  the 
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banks  of  the  river,  to  oppose  ray  return  to  Savannah.  I  engaged 
these  with  the  Sampson ,  Macon ,  and  the  Resolute ,  I  leading  in  the 
Sampson.  All  the  vessels  were  riddled  by  their  Parrott  shells,  sev¬ 
eral  bursting  on  board.  The  Resolute  was  disabled  and  taken.  1  he 
machinery  of  the  Sampson  and  Macon  narrowly  escaped  destruction, 
and  these  vessels  were  withdrawn  only  when  it  was  found  to  be  impos¬ 
sible  to  pass  the  batteries.  The  Macon  and  Sampson  are  now  at  this 
place  repairing  damages.  I  learn  that  Commander  T.  W.  Brent,  of 
the  Savannah;  Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  Gwathmey,  of  the  Geor¬ 
gia,  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  H.  H.  Dalton,  of  the  Isondiga,  have 
destroyed  these  vessels.  Paymaster  W.  W.  J.  Kelly,  Naval  Store¬ 
keeper  Godfrey,  Surgeon  R.  W.  Jeffery  are  here.  I  will  write  more 
fully  by  mail. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Ri  chmond,  Va. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  operations  of  the 
Savannah  Sguadron  in  conjunction  with  the  army. 

Augusta,  Ga.  ,  December  27,  186 j. 

X  yesterday  had  the  honor  to  transmit  yTou  a  teleg'raphic  lepoit  in 

relation  to  the  Savannah  Squadron. 

On  the  9th  instant  the  assistant  adjutant-general  ot  Lieutenant- 
General  Hardee  addressed  me  as  follows: 

Headquarters, 
Savannah,  December  9,  1864- 

Commodore:  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  directs  me  to  say  that  it  is  now  necessary 
to  protect  and  defend  the  [Savannah  and  Charleston]  railroad  bridge  oyer  the  Savan¬ 
nah  and  patrol  the  river.  It  is  probable  that  the  enemy  will  be  there  to-morrow. 

Respectfully,  commodore,  your  obedient  servant,  Poole 

Assistant  A  djutant-  General. 

Flag-Officer  Hunter, 

Commanding,  etc. 

To  the  foregoing  I  replied:  ' 

Savannah,  December  9 ,  IS64. 

I  will  proceed  up  the  Savannah  River  with  the  Sampson  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment. 

Very  respectfully,  Wm.  W.  Hunter. 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Colonel  D.  H.  Poole, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Accordingly  at  3:13  a.  m.,  the  tide  then  serving  to  cross  the  shoal, 
I  proceeded  with  the  Sampson  up  the  Savannah  River  about  4  miles 
above  the  bridge,  and  met  the  Macon.  I  directed  the  Macon  to  defend 
the  bridge  and  proceeded  with  the  Sampson  to  patrol  the  1  n  ei  as 
high  up  as  Purysburg.  Returned  to  the  bridge  with  the  Sampson, 
On  the  morning  of  the  11th  received  the  following  dispatch  from 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee  wdiilst  at  the  railway  biidge. 

Headquarters, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  10,  1864  10 p.  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  effectually  destroy  the  railroad  bridge 
over  the  Savannah  River  by  burning  or  cutting  it,  and  that  you  will  then  drop  down 
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with  the  Macon  to  the  line  of  land  defense  for  Savannah  and  give  it  all  the  strength 
and  protection  in  your  power. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  J.  Hardee, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Flag-Officer  Hunter, 

Commanding  Afloat,  or 
Captain  Kennard, 

C.  8.  S.  Macon. 


To  the  foregoing  I  replied: 


Raiiavay  Bridge, 
Savannah  River,  December  11,  1864- 
I  have  just  received  your  note  of  December  10,  1864,  at  10  p.  m. 

I  will  proceed  forthwith  to  destroy  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Savannah  River, 
and  drop  down  with  the  Macon,  Sampson,  and  Resolute  to  the  right  of  the  line  of 
land  defenses  for  Savannah  and  give  it  all  the  strength  and  protection  in  my  power. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 


Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 


Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 


Having  effectually  destroyed  the  railroad  bridge  by  lire,  I  addressed 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee  the  following  note: 


Near  and  above  toe  Savannah  Railway  Bridge, 

December  12,  1864 — 11:30  a.  m. 

Last  night  I  burned  effectually  the  railway  bridge  over  the  Savannah  River. 

In  descending  the  river  this  day  to  give  you  all  the  assistance  in  my  power,  I 
encountered  a  battery  of  artillery,  supported  by  infantry,  posted  near  Broad  River. 
I  engaged  it  for  a  time,  but  finding  its  position  too  strong  for  me  to  pass,  the  Resolute 
being  disabled  and  the  other  vessels  struck  in  several  places,  I  was  compelled  to 
leave  the  Resolute  and  return  to  the  bridge,  where  I  will  act  as  occasion  may  require. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 
Lieutenant-General  W.  J.  Hardee,  Provisional  Army  C.  S., 


Commanding  Forces,  Savannah,  Ga. 


The  investment  of  Savannah  by  the  enemy  caused  numerous  bat¬ 
teries  to  be  placed  by  the  enemy  on  the  bank  of  the  Savannah  River 
to  oppose  my  return  to  Savannah.  1  engaged  these  with  the  Sampson , 
Macon ,  and  the  river  steamer  Resolute  (the  latter  being  armed  with 
musketry  only),  I  leading  in  the  Sampson.  All  the  vessels  were 
pierced  by  Parrott  shells,  several  bursting  on  board.  The  Resolute 
was  disabled  and  taken  and  the  Sampson  and  Macon  narrowly  escaped 
destruction.  These  vessels  were  withdrawn  only  when  it  was  found  to 
be  impossible  to  pass  the  batteries.  A  sudden  rise  in  the  Savannah 
River  admitted  the  passage  of  these  vessels  to  Augusta,  the  only  point 
available  to  obtain  subsistence  and  repair  damages.  I  have  not  yet 
received  any  report  from  Commander  T.  W.  Brent,  of  the  Savannah; 
Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  Gwathmey,  of  the  battery  Georgia ,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  H.  H.  Dalton,  of  the  steam  gunboat  Isondiga.  I 
learn  by  rumor  that  these  officers  and  the  crews  of  their  vessels  are  at 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  and  that  the  Savannah  and  Georgia  were  destroyed, 
ihe  fate  of  the  Isondiga  is  as  yet  officially  unknown  to  me.  As  soon 
as  1  can  get^  reports  from  Commander  T.  W.  Brent,  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  \W  Gwathmey,  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  H.  H.  Dalton 
of  the  condition  of  their  commands,  these  will  be  dispatched  to  you. 
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I  will  cooperate  with  the  means  at  my  disposal  with  Brigadier-General 
B.  D.  Fry,  commanding  the  military  forces  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter. 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

lion.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 


Charleston,  [December\  27,  [186 f\. 
General  Beauregard  and  myself  agree  in  thinking  it  highly  important 
that  your  vessels  should  patrol  the  river  from  Sister’s  Ferry  to  Mat-  • 
thew’s  Bluff. 

IV.  J.  Hardee, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Commodore  IV.  W.  Hunter. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Brent,  C.  S. 
Navy,  to  furnish  detailed  report  regarding  lute  operations  at 
Savannah. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  December  27 ,  186 f. 

Be  pleased,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  to  transmit  me,  for  the 
information  of  the  honorable  Navy  Department,  the  condition  of  your 
command  and  all  the  circumstances  in  detail  consequent  on  youi  late 
operations  at  Savannah  and  present  condition  at  Charleston. 

I  have  the  Macon  and  Sampson  here;  also  there  are  here  several  ot 
the  officers  late  stationed  on  shore  at  Savannah. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Afoat. 

Commander  T.  W.  Brent,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


P.  S. — Please  give  me 
Lieutenant  Commanding 
of  the  Water  Witch. 


any  information  you  may  have  in  relation  to 
H.  II.  Dalton  and  the  Isondiga;  also  the  fate 

W.  W.  H.,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant  W.  Gwathmey, 
C.  S.  Navy,  late  commanding  C.  S.  ironclad  Georgia.\ 


[Telegram.] 

Augusta,  December  28,  186 f. 

The  Macon  and  Sampson  are  repairing  damages.  The  condition  of 
the  Savannah  River  will  not  admit  of  their  proceeding  to  Sisters 
Ferry  or  Matthew’s  Bluff. 

J  Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag -Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Charleston,  S.  C. 
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Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy  preferring  to  reports  received 
regarding  operations  at  Savannah. 

Office  of  C.  S.  Navy  Agent, 
Augusta ,  Ga.,  December  28,  186 f 

I  have  received  this  day  from  Commander  I .  W.  Brent,  C.  S.  Navy, 
dated  Charleston,  S.  C.,  December  24,  1864,  his  narration  of  the  dis¬ 
position  of  the  vessels  of  the  Savannah  Squadron  within  the  lines  of 
investment  of  the  enemy  there;  also  your  letter  of  directions  to  me  of 
December  14,  1864,  should  the  enemy  “  get  and  hold  Savannah,”  and 
also  a  letter  from  Captain  in  Charge  S.  S.  Lee,  dated  Richmond,  Decem¬ 
ber  17,  1864.  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Com¬ 
mander  T.  W.  Brent,  C.  S.  Navy,  above  alluded  to,  as  the  best  manner 
of  informing  you  of  all  the  circumstances  pertaining  to  that  part  of 
the  Savannah  Squadron  embraced  in  the  investment  of  Savannah.  I 
have  not  yet  received  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  H.  H. 
Dalton,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  which  Commander  T.  W.  Brent 
informed  me  would  be  transmitted,  and  so  soon  as  received  I  will  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  you.  On  yesterday  I  described  to  you  fully 
the  condition  and  position  of  the  Macon  and  Sampson,  which  vessels 
were  cut  off  from  Savannah  whilst  on  service  designated  by  Lieutenant- 
General  Hardee  on  the  Savannah  River,  that  these  vessels  were  repair¬ 
ing  damages,  and  that  I  had  informed  Brigadier-General  B.  D.  Fry, 
commanding  the  military  forces  here,  of  my  readiness  to  cooperate 
with  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 


Augusta,  Ga.,  December  29,  186 f 
Please  obtain  authority  from  the  Quartermaster-General  of  the 
Army  to  authorize  Major  [Lemuel  O.J  Bridewell,  quartermaster  at 
Augusta,  to  furnish  shoes  and  clothing  to  the  men  of  my  naval  com¬ 
mand.  Many  are  barefoot  and  unclad. 

Respectfully, 


Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

A  Jag -Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 


Paymaster  in  Charge,  James  A.  Semple,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Richmond,  Va. 


Report  of  Commander  Brent,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  condition  of 

the  late  Savannah  command. 

* 

Charleston,  S.  C. ,  December  30,  186 f 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
27th  instant. 

Under  date  of  the  26th  instant,  I  sent  you  a  communication  by 
Third  Assistant  Engineer  T.  O.  McClosky,  giving  you  in  detail  the 
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condition  of  my  command  and  circumstances  consequent  upon  my  late 
operations  at  Savannah.  I  also  transmitted  a  copy  of  it  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment.  I  presume  you  received  that  letter  since  the  date  of  your  letter 
to  me  and  that  you  have  the  required  information.  If  not,  and  you  will 
apprise  me  by  telegraph,  1  will  transmit  you  a  copy.  I  forwarded 
you  to-day  by  mail  an  official  letter  from  the  Office  of  Orders  and 
Detail  and  another  letter  with  no  official  mark,  both  handed  to  me. 
In  relation  to  the  present  condition  here  of  the  late  Savannah  com¬ 
mand,  since  ni3T  letter  of  the  26th,  I  have  to  state  that  an  order  was 
received  bjT  Flag-Officer  Tucker  from  the  Navy  Department,  directing 
him,  after  retaining  such  officers  and  men  as  he  might  require  for  his 
squadron,  to  send  the  residue  to  Flag-Officer  Pinkney  at  Wilmington. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Dalton  went  in  command  of  the  party  to 
Wilmington,  as  Lieutenant  Gwathmey  was  sick  in  hospital  at  the 
time;  he  expects  to  leave  in  a  few  days.  It  was  ordered  by  the 
Department  that  I  should  go  if  necessary,  but  it  was  not  judged  to  be 
so,  either  by  Flag-Officer  Tucker  or  myself.  I  therefore  remain  here 
to  attend  to  matters  relating  to  the  command  and  to  await  the  orders 
of  the  Department.  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  Third  Assistant 
Engineer.!.  W.  McGrath,  of  the  Savannah;  Third  Assistant  Engineer 
McDonald,  of  the  Gecn'gia;  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Cronk,  of  the 
Firefly ,  and  Master’s  Mate  [E.  W.]  Skinner,  of  the  Firefly ,  remained 
with  the  enemy  at  Savannah.  Three  of  the  Savannah!  s  crew  were  left 
at  the  hospital  at  Savannah.  Twenty -three  deserted  before  leaving 
Savannah  or  straggled  on  the  road  to  this  place.  Of  the  Georgia's 
crew,  6  were  left  in  Savannah  and  15  were  missing  on  the  way 
between  Savannah  and  Charleston.  I  have  no  information  from  the 
Isondiga  of  her  losses.  Acting  Master’s  Mate  E.  W.  Wyatt,  of  the 
Georgia ,  remained  at  Hardeeville  and  has  not  yet  reported  here.  I 
ordered  Pilots  Hernandez  and  Austin  to  report  to  you  and  gave  a 
week’s  leave  to  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Fabian,  with  orders  to 
report  to  you.  I  telegraphed  to  you  yesterday,  requesting  that 
Assistant  Paymaster  Keim  might  come  here  immediately  to  attend  to 
his  interest  and  arrange  for  the  transfer  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Savannah ,  Firefly ,  and  Water  Witch,  as  unfortunately  all  of  the  pay¬ 
master’s  papers  were  lost  with  the  destruction  of  the  Savannah. 

I  am,  very  respectfully7,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  W.  Brent, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commanding  Afloat ,  Augusta Ga. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Gwathmey ,  C.  S.  Na,vy,  regarding  information 

already  forwarded. 

Charleston,  S.  C. ,  December  30,  186 f 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  the  27th  instant.  In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  Commander 
Brent  informs  me  that  he  has  sent  you  in  detail  all  the  information 
which  you  call  for,  and  which  you  have  doubtless  received  before  this, 
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making  it  only  necessary  for  me  to  add  that  1  am  ordered  to  Wilming¬ 
ton  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Verjr  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Gwathmet, 

Lieutenant  Commanding ,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Augusta ,  Ga. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  service  to  be  performed  by  his  command  at  Augusta,  Ga. 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail, 

C.  S.  Navy  Department ,  Richmond ,  Ya. ,  December  31,  186 f 
Sir:  You  will  have  the  steam  vessels  under  your  command  repaired 
and  keep  them  in  readiness  for  any  service  you  may  be  called  upon  to 
render  in  the  river  and  for  the  defense  of  Augusta.  Report  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  vessels  and  whether  you  are  in  want  of  officers  and  men, 
or  anything  else  that  may  be  necessary  for  the  outfit  of  the  vessels. 

You  will  report  also  the  names  of  the  officers  and  number  of  men 
attached  to  each  steamer,  and  give  a  full  account  of  your  leaving  Savan¬ 
nah  and  passage  up  the  river. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  Lee, 
Captain  in  Charge. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. , 

Augusta,  Ga. 

Repjort  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  general  matters. 

Augusta,  January  °2,  1865. 

In  my  report  to  you  from  this  place  of  the  29th  ultimo,  I  stated  that 
Pilot  Fleetwood  had  been  dispatched  from  the  C.  S.  S.  Macon  to  join 
the  C.  S.  S.  Savannah  and  had  not  been  heard  from.  I  have  now  to 
state  that  he  has  since  that  period  reported  to  me  at  this  place  and  is 
now  here.  I  have  placed  the  pilots  on  duty  as  watch  officers  and  assign 
them  any  duty  wherein  they  can  be  useful.  In  a  report  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  just  received  from  Commander  T.  W.  Brent,  C.  S.  Navy,  from 
Charleston,  S;  C.,  he  states  that  Acting  Master’s  Mate  E.  W.  Wyatt, 
Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  of  the  Georgia,  remained  at  Hardeeville  on 
his  way  with  the  Georgians  crew  from  Savannah.  That  3  of  the  Savan¬ 
nah's  crew  were  left  at  the  hospital  at  Savannah,  23  deserted  before 
leaving  Savannah  or  straggled  on  the  road  to  Charleston.  Of  the 
Georgia's  crew,  6  were  left  in  Savannah  and  15  were  missing  on  the 
way  between  Savannah  and  Charleston.  I  have  nearly  completed 
repairing  damages  of  the  Macon  and  Sampson.  The  shaft  of  former 
was  bent  and  the  hog  chains  of  the  Sampson  were  shot  away.  I  wait 
youi  instructions  touching  the  remnant  of  the  Savannah  Squadron. 
A  e  will  endeavor  to  make  ourselves  useful  to  the  cause  here  or  else¬ 
where. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding . 
Captain  in  Charge  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  navy  agent  at 
Augusta ,  Ga.,  regarding  wood  for  the  C.  S.  steamers  Macon  and 
Sampson. 

Augusta,  January  3 ,  1865. 

Herewith  are  duplicate  requisitions  for  20  cords  of  dry  pine  wood 
for  fuel  for  the  Confederate  steamers  Macon  and  Sampson.  As  these 
vessels  can  not  move  without  fuel  alluded  to,  and  the  commanding 
brigadier  [general],  B.  D.  Fry,  informs  me  that  he  can  not  furnish 
said  fuel,  1  feel  it  an  imperative  duty  to  endeavor  to  obtain  it  by 
requisition  on  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding. 

Wm.  F.  Howell, 

0.  S.  Navy  Agent ,  Augusta ,  Ga. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Carnes,  C.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sampson,  for  an  expedition  in  the 
Savannah  River,  for  the  purpose  of  making  soundings. 


Augusta,  January  f  1865. 


The  commanding  general  desires  an  officer  and  boat’s,  crew  be 
assigned  him  to  sound  the  Savannah  River  at  different  points.  An 
officer  of  engineers  will  accompany  the  officer  in  command  of  the  boat 
and  direct  what  is  needful  to  be  done.  A  steamer  will  tow  up  the 
boat  dispatched  on  this  service.  The  work  which  will  be  first  done  is 
within  a  few  miles  of  Augusta.  A  week’s  rations  will  be  necessary 
when  the  boat  shall  be  dispatched  more  distant  from  Augusta.  Please 
send  Master’s  Mate  Johnson,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  and  a  good  boat 
and  boat’s  crew.  Direct  him  to  be  careful  of  the  boat  and  crew  and 
return  to  the  Sampson  when  the  work  is  completed.  You  can  assign 
the  boat  from  either  the  Macon  or  Sampson  and  select  the  crew  from 


either  of  these  vessels. 
Respectfully, 


[Lieutenant  Carnes,  C.  S 
Com  m  anding  C. 


Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Navy,] 

S.  S.  Sampson. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  approach¬ 
ing  completion  of  repairs  on  the  C.  S.  steamers  Macon  and  Sampson. 

Augusta,  January  J,  1865. 

I  have  this  day  received  two  letters  from  you  of  the  5th  and  12th 
December,  1864,  forwarded  to  meat  this  place  by  Commander  T.  W. 
Brent,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  from  Charleston,  S.  C.,  the  latter 
approvino-  of  my  disposition  of  the  Macon.  I  have  neaily  completed 
the  damages  of  the  C.  S.  steamers  Macon  and  Sampson,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  discretion  you  have  conferred  on  me,  I  will  use 
the  force  still  under  my  command  to  the  best  advantage. 

Very  respectfully,  Wlt  w.  Hunter,  . 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding.  ■ 
Captain  in  Charge  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy. 
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Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  availability 
for  further  usefulness  of  the  C.  S.  steamers  Sampson  and  Macon. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  January  5,  1865. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  express  to  you  a  condensed  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  availability  for  further  usefulness  of  the  naval  com¬ 
mand  at  this  place.  In  vessels  it  consists  of  the  Macon ,  6  guns,  18 
officers,  and  80  men  available  for  duty,  embracing  two  seacoast  pilots 
and  one  river  pilot.  The  Sampson  has  2  guns,  11  officers,  and  80 
men.  These  vessels  can  only  move  in  the  Savannah  River  at  its 
highest  stage.  The  rise  and  fall  of  the  river  is  sudden,  and  this  ren¬ 
ders  the  vessels  liable,  nay,  almost  certain  to  be  left  aground  in  any 
attempt  to  patrol  the  river.  The  draft  of  water  of  these  vessels,  with 
fuel,  is  nearly  8  feet.  The  Macon  is  so  thoroughly  rotten  that  both 
her  plank  and  timbers  may  be  picked  to  pieces  by  hand.  She  is 
hogged  by  the  simple  action  of  her  machinery  about  18  inches.  She 
has  "not  the  strength  to  bear  grounding.  Her  machinery  is  good. 
The  Sampson  has  a  vertical  condensing  engine.  Her  cylinder  is  vul¬ 
nerable  for  12  feet  above  her  water  line;  her  frame  and  planking  are 
sound,  and  she  is  coppered;  would  prove  a  useful  vessel  and  well 
Avorth  saving  for  future  uses.  The  topography  of  the  country  in  the 
vicinity  of  Augusta  would  place  these  vessels  completely  at  the  dispo¬ 
sition  of  batteries  used  in  assailing  Augusta  without  the  ability  of 
effectually  returning  their  lire.  An  investment  of  Augusta  by  the 
enemy  Avould  necessarily  involve  the  destruction  of  these  vessels,  as 
there  is  not  water  sufficient  to  take  them  higher  up  the  Savannah  lli\Ter. 
Perceiving  no  manner  of  using  them  effectually  for  the  defense  of 
Augusta,  and  yet  the  importance  of  saving  their  personnel  and  mate¬ 
rial  should  Augusta  not  fall,  I  respectfully  submit,  in  view.  of  the 
present  aspect  of  affairs,  that  it  may  conduce  to  the  public  interest 
to  transfer  to  a  more  useful  field  of  action  the  officers,  pilots,  and 
men  not  absolutely  necessary  to  the  care  of  the  Sampson  and  Macon 
and  to  effect  the  destruction  of  these  vessels  should  events  render 
such  a  resource  imperatively  indispensable.  Though  I  am  prepared 
to  exercise  the  discretion  with  which  you  have  vested  me  to  the 
most  useful  end  as  circumstances  may  arise,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to 
acquaint  you  with  the  precise  condition  of  my  command  here.  In  my 
letter  to  you  of  December  29,  1864,  I  stated  that  Seacoast  Pilots  Aus¬ 
tin  and  Hernandez  had  joined  me  here  from  Charleston,  S.  C.,  since 
which  time  also  Pilots  Ferguson  and  Fleetwood  have  also  reported 
here.  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Fabian  and  Third  Assistant  Engi¬ 
neer  T.  O.  McClosky,  Provisional  Na\ry  C.  S.,  have  also  reported  to 
me  at  this  place  and  are  supernumeraries  available  for  transfer.  Will 
you  please  inform  me  what  disposition  I  shall  make  of  these? 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  "W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding. 

Captain  in  Charge  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navju 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  destruction 
of  the  C.  S.  S.  Isondiga  at  Savannah ,  Ga. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  January  6 ,  1865. 

Having  not  received  any  report  from  Lieutenant  Commanding 
H,  EL  Dalton,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  late  commander  of  the  Con- 
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federate  steamer  Isondiga ,  I  transmit  you  the  following  statement 
received  this  day  from  Commander  T.  W.  Brent,  dated  Charleston, 
S.  C.,  January  4,  1865,  viz: 

All  that  I  can  myself  state  in  relation  to  the  Isondiga,  besides  what  is  contained  in 
my  report  of  the  26th,  is  that  the  Isondiga,  at  the  request  of  General  Hardee,  was 
placed  above  the  pontoon  bridge  for  its  protection  during  the  evacuation  of  the 
troops.  After  this  duty  was  performed  and  the  bridge  destroyed,  I  saw  the  Isondiga 
on  the  morning  of  the  21st  and  supposed  her  to  be  on  her  way  to  join  me  at  Scre¬ 
ven’s  Ferry.  Soon  after  I  perceived  her  to  be  on  tire.  Lieutenant  Dalton  has  since 
informed  me,  on  our  meeting  at  Hardeeville,  that  in  attempting  to  come  down  to 
join  me  he  had  grounded,  and  seeing  that  the  city  was  in  possession  of  the  enemy, 
and  that  there  was  no  means  of  escape,  he  thought  it  proper  to  abandon  and  destroy 
his  vessel  to  prevent  her  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Thomas  IV.  Brent, 

Commander. 

Commander  T.  W.  Brent  also  informs  me  that  “  at  the  request  of  Flag- 
Officer  Tattnall  he  had  transferred  Assistant  Surgeon  M.  Ford  from 
the  Water  Witch  to  the  marine  detachment  under  Captain  J.  R.  F.  Tatt¬ 
nall,  serving  with  the  army  in  the  line  of  defenses  before  Savannah. 
Assistant  Surgeon  Ford  continued  with  the  marines  on  the  evacuation 
of  the  city,  and  remains  on  duty  with  them  on  this  station.”  I  have 
also  to  inform  }rou  that  Lieutenant  R.  C.  Foute,  Provisional  Navy 
C.  S.,  has  been  ordered  by  Flag-Officer  Tucker  to  report  to  him  for 
duty  by  authority  from  the  honorable  Navy  Department. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  FIunter, 

Hag-  Officer,  Commanding. 

Captain  in  Charge  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Comstock,  C.  S.  Navy,  requesting  instructions 
regarding  the  disposition  of  two  deserter's  from  Sherman'’ s  army. 

C.  S.  S.  Maoon,  January  6,  1865. 

Sir:  On  the  12th  of  December,  1864,  Master  J.  W.  McCarrick, 
while  on  a  scouting  expedition,  picked  up  two  deserters  from  General 
Sherman’s  army.  These  two  men,  from  Mr.  McCarrick’s  report,  were 
evidently  trying  to  escape  from  their  command.  While  returning,  it 
became  necessary  to  open  lire  on  the  eneni}7,  and  these  two  men  ren¬ 
dered  some  assistance  by  firing  on  their  own  party. 

While  on  board  of  this  vessel  they  have  behaved  well,  and  have  had 
opportunities  of  leaving  the  ship.  They  are  anxious  to  return  to  their 
homes. 

1  respectfully  refer  to  you  for  the  necessary  instructions  as  to  what 
course  to  pursue  toward  them,  or  what  disposition  to  make  of  them. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Comstock, 

Lieutenant  in  Charge. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Afloat. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter ,  C.S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  desertion 

of  pilots. 


Augusta,  January  9,  1865. 


I  have  to  report  the  desertion  of  G.  J.  Clark,  pilot  for  the  waters 
adjacent  to  Savannah,  and  his  son,  Charles  Clark,  first-class  boy,  and 
also  River  Pilot  Billy  Bugg,  negro,  all  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sampson.  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  these  have  deserted  to  the  enemy  and  are 
finding  their  way  to  Savannah  for  that  purpose,  their  families  being 
there.  This  desertion  leaves  the  Sampson  without  a  river  pilot,  and 
will  give  the  enemy  the  benefit  of  Billy  Bugg’s  services,  who  is  one  of 
the  best  pilots  on  the  Savannah  River. 

Very  respectful! v, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding. 


Captain  in  Charge  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding,  repairs  to  C.  S. 

steamers  Macon  and  Sampson ,  and  their  services  in  the  Savannah 

River. 

Augusta,  Ga.  ,  January  9 ,  1865. 

1  have  this  day  received  your  order  of  the  31st  ultimo,  directing  me 
to  have — 

The  steam  vessels  under  your  command  repaired  and  keep  them  in  readiness  for 
any  service  you  may  be  called  upon  to  render  in  the  river  and  for  the  defense  of 
Augusta.  Report  the  condition  of  the  vessels  and  whether  you  are  in  want  of  offi¬ 
cers  and  men,  or  anything  else  that  may  be  necessary  for  the  outfit  of  the  vessels. 

You  will  report  also  the  names  of  the  officers  and  number  of  men  attached  to  each 
steamer,  and  give  a  full  account  of  your  leaving  Savannah  and  passage  up  the  river. 

In  obedience  thereto  I  respectfully  report  that  the  damages  to  the 
Confederate  steamers  Macon  and  Sampson  have  been  repaired,  and 
that  these  vessels  are  in  readiness  for  service,  except  a  supply  of  fuel, 
which  is  now  being  obtained.  One  of  the  Macon’s  propeller  shafts 
was  bent;  it  has  been  taken  out,  straightened,  and  replaced;  her  smoke¬ 
stack  and  woodwork  was  damaged  by  shell,  but  not  sufficiently  to  pre¬ 
vent  her  power  of  locomotion.  The  bending  of  her  propeller  shaft 
rendered  it  necessary  to  take  her  in  tow  by  the  Sampson  from  7  miles 
above  Shell  Bluff  to  Augusta.  The  Sampson  had  her  hog  braces  shot 
away  and  her  woodwork  above  water  pierced  and  rent  by  shells  and 
the  bursting  of  these  on  board;  not,  however,  sufficiently  to  prevent 
her  power  of  locomotion.  The  Macon  and  Sampson  do  not  require 
either  officers  or  men.  Two  of  the  pilots  deserted  last  night.  I  will 
endeavor  to  obtain  another  river  pilot.  Funds  and  clothing  for  the 
officers  and  crew  are  needed;  the  former  have  been  required  for  by 
Assistant  Paymaster  M.  L.  Sothoron,  Provisonal  Navy  C.  S.,  and  the 
most  needful  articles  of  the  latter  are  being  procured  from  the  navy 
agent  at  this  place.  Herewith  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  officers  and 
number  of  men  attached  to  the  Macon  and  Sampson.  In  relation  to  a 
full  account  of  my  leaving  Savannah  and  passage  up  the  river,  I  would 
refer  you  to  my  letters  of  the  27th  ultimo,  dated  Augusta,  addressed 
to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  containing  copies  of  letters 
from  Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  and  my  replies  thereto.  The  fol- 
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lowing  dispatches  were  received  by  me  from  Generals  Beauregard 
and  Hardee: 

Pocotaligo,  December  SO,  1864. 

It  is  essential  that  Savannah  River  should  be  commanded  by  your  gunboats  as 
long  as  possible  from  the  enemy’s  upper  batteries  to  as  high  up  as  navigation  will 
permit. 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

General. 

Commodore  Hunter, 

On  board  Macon,  near  Purysburg 

Also  this: 


Headquarters, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  19,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  case  of  the  evacuation  of  Savannah, 
by  arrangement  with  Captain  Brent,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding,  etc.,  the  steamers 
Isondiga  and  Firefly  will,  if  practicable,  be  sent  up  the  river  to  join  you.  I  have  to 
request,  in  that  case,  that  you  will  patrol  the  river  from  the  Charleston  and  Savan¬ 
nah  Railroad  bridge  as  far  up  as  possible.  If  forced  up  the  river  by  the  enemy,  all 
the  steamers  under  your  command  should  continue  to  go  up  as  far  as  the  state  of  the 
water  will  permit. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  Hardee, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Commodore  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Afloat,  Savannah  River. 

Whilst  patrolling  the  river  near  Sister’s  Ferry  I  learned  of  the  fall 
of  Savannah.  I  then  proceeded  to  Shell  Bluff,  where  the  fall  of 
Savannah  being  confirmed,  I  repaired  to  Augusta  whilst  the  state  of 
the  river  admitted  of  its  ascent  to  that  point,  and  barely  reached  it, 
after  grounding  twice,  owing  to  the  sudden  fall  of  the  river.  To 
have  been  caught  aground  in  the  Savannah  River  would  have  ren¬ 
dered  the  vessels  useless  and  unable  either  to  communicate  with  head¬ 
quarters  or  obtain  subsistence  or  supplies.  Therefore,  both  in 
accordance  with  the  suggestions  of  Generals  Beauregard  and  Hardee 
and  my  own  judgment,  1  have  brought  the  Macon  and  Sampson  to  this 
place. 

J  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wi.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding. 

Captain  in  Charge  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  C.  S.  S.  Macon ,  to  proceed  to  Shell  Bluff  battery,  for  coop¬ 
eration  with  the  military  forces. 

Augusta,  Ga.  ,  January  11,  1865. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  Brigadier-General  B.  D.  Fry, 
Provisional  Army  C.  S.,  be  pleased  to  have  the  Macon  in  readiness  in 
every  respect,  with  Pilot  Philpot  and  all  other  officers  on  board,  to 
proceed  to  Shell  Bluff  with  ammunition  and  supplies  to  guard  and 
keep  that  post  in  cooperation  with  the  military  forces.  Be  ready 
with  the  Macon  to  return  to  this  place  at  any  moment  you  may  be 
directed  to  do  so.  The  object  of  this  order  is  that  you  may  be  in 
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readiness  a>  move  to  Shell  Bluff  for  the  purpose  stated  at  the  eailiest 
moment  you  may  he  directed  to  do  so. 

Resl’°cMully’  Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Commanding  Officer  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Macon. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Harder,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commanding  officer 

of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sampson. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  January  11,  1865. 

Keep  your  command  in  readiness  to  move  with  the  Sam/pson  at  the 
earliest  moment  you  may  be  directed  to  do  so. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Commanding  Officer  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sampson. 


[Same  order  to  Lieutenant  Kennard,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
C.  S.  S.  Macon. \ 


Letter  from  Brigadier-  General  Fry,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer  Hun¬ 
ter,  C  S.  Navy,  requesting  the  detail  of  a  gun's  crew  for  cooperation 
at  Shell  Bluff,  Savannah  River. 

Headquarters, 

Augusta,  Ga.,  January  Ilf,  1865. 

Commodore:  Some  works  have  been  erected  and  an  VIH-inch  colum- 
biad  placed  in  position  at  Shell  Bluff  to  prevent  gunboats  from  ascend¬ 
ing-  the  Savannah  River,  and  it  is  important  that  a  sufficient  number 
of  men  to  work  the  gun  should  be  stationed  there.  I  have  none  who 
have  been  exercised  at  heavy  guns,  and  would  respectfully  request 
that  [you]  will  detail  an  officer  and  fifteen  or  twenty  men  for  that 
purpose,  to  be  sent  down  as  early  as  practicable.  It  would  perhaps 
be  most  convenient  to  send  them  with  the  tents  and  necessary  supplies 
by  one  of  your  vessels. 

I  am,  commodore,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  D.  Fry, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  Rost 
Commodore  W.  W.  Hunter,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  LLunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General 
Fry,  C.  S.  Army,  responding  to  reguest  for  cooperation  at  Shell  Bluff 
hattery. 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  January  15,  1865. 

1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
14th  instant,  requesting  me  to  furnish  a  detail  of  an  officer  and  15  men 
to  man  the  battery  on  Shell  Bluff.  This  detail  will  be  furnished  you 
from  the  crew  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Macon ,  which  vessel  will  be 
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directed  to  proceed  to  Shell  Bluff  with  the  needful  ammunition,  sup¬ 
plies,  tents,  etc.,  for  the  service  alluded  to,  when  you  may  be  pleased 
to  furnish  these. 

The  detail  will  also  require  small  arms,  ammunition,  and  accouter¬ 
ments.  For  the  necessary  arrangments  of  this  service  I  will  present 
myself  to  you  at  your  headquarters  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  general,  very  respectfully, 

W  m.  W.  Hunter,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  B.  D.  Fry,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  C.  S.  S.  Macon,  to  'proceed  to  Shell  Bluff  for  cooperation  with 
Brigadier- General  Fry,  C.  S.  Army. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  January  16,  1865. 

At  the  request  of  Brigadier-General  B.  D.  Fry,  Provisional  Army 
C.  S.,  you  will  proceed  this  day  with  the  Macon  under  your  command 
to  Shell  Bluff,  on  the  Savannah  River.  On  your  arrival  there  you 
will  detail  Master  J.  W.  McCarrick,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  and  15 
of  the  crew  of  the  Macon,  viz,  all  the  marines  and  such  others  of  your 
crew  as  you  may  select  to  make  up  the  number  of  15.  Place  Master 
J.  W.  McCarrick,  Provisional  (Navy  C.  S.,  with  the  detail  alluded  to, 
in  charge  of  the  battery  on  Shell  Bluff,  with  orders  to  hold  it  and  pre¬ 
vent  the  enemy  from  ascending  the  Savannah  River.  Ammunition 
for  the  battery  and  small  arms,  accouterments,  and  provisions,  with 
tents,  will  be  furnished  you  for  the  detachment.  Give  them  also  two 
axes.  The  commanding  general  will  also  cause  you  to  be  furnished 
with  two  weeks’  meat  ration  for  16  men.  Have  the  detachment  prop¬ 
erly  posted  for  the  effective  use  of  the  battery,  and  return  to  this  place 
at  the  earliest  moment  practicable.  Be  vigilant,  that  no  desertions 
take  place  from  your  command  and  that  your  operations  or  position  be 
not  known  to  the  enemy.  To  your  known  energy,  zeal,  and  judgment 
this  service  is  confidently  committed. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Commanding  Officer  of  tiie  C.  S.  S.  Macon. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  assignment 
of  the  C.  S.  S.  Macon  to  special  duty  in  cooperation  with  the  army 
at  Shell  Bluff. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  January  16,  1865. 

I  have  been  called  on  by  Brigadier-General  Fry,  military  com- 
-miander  at  this  place,  to  send  the  Confederate  steamer  Macon  to  Shell 
Bluff,  15  miles  below  this  place,  and  to  assign  an  officer  and  detach¬ 
ment  of  my  command  to  defend  that  position  from  the  approach,  by 
the  Savannah  River,  of  the  enemy.  Accordingly,  I  have  dispatched 
the  Macon  thither,  and  directed  Master  J.  IV.  McCarrick,  Provis¬ 
ional  Navy  C.  S.,  with  a  detachment  of  15  men  from  the  Macon,  to 
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man  one  68-pounder  cotumbiad  mounted  on  Shell  Bluff  and  to  hold  that 
position.  The  Macon  has  water  sufficient  this  day  to  reach  Shell  Bluff. 
Her  large  draft  of  water  will  probably  detain  her  there  till  the  next 
rise  in  the  Savannah  River,  which  at  this  season  may  be  soon  expected. 
The  Macon  will  return  to  this  place  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding. 

Captain  in  Charge  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Tattnall ,  C.  S.  Wavy,  regarding  the  destruction  of 
p  ublic  property  on  the  evacuation  of  /Savannah. 

Augusta,  Ga.  .  January  17 ,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  30th  December  (ultimo), 
which  followed  me  to  this  place  from  Charleston,  I  furnish  you  a 
statement  of  the  destruction  of  the  public  property  under  my  charge 
at  Savannah,  including  the  vessels  on  the  stocks  and  those  not  com¬ 
pleted,  and  also  what  became  of  the  naval  and  ordnance  stores. 

The  Milledgeville ,  the  steamer  constructed  by  Mr.  Willink,  and 
which  had  been  recently  launched,  was  burned  to  the  water’s  edge  and 
sunk  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  where  I  had  anchored  her  to  prevent 
accident  from  tire  to  the  property  in  the  vicinity.  In  the  expectation 


of  getting  her  u 


p  the  river,  in  which,  as  1  reported  to  you,  I  was  dis¬ 


appointed,  1  had  placed  some  provisions  and  a  few  other  unimportant 
articles  on  board  of  her  for  the  use  of  the  squadron.  The  provisions, 
however,  had  all  been  transferred  to  the  squadron  and  but  little  was 
lost  in  her. 

The  ship  on  the  stocks  at  the  yard  of  Krenson  &  Hawkes  I  had 
intended  to  throw  off  the  stocks,  as  I  feared  danger  to  the  neighboring 
houses  if  I  burned  her.  Disappointed,  however,  by  nearly  all  the 
force  I  had  relied  on  to  effect  it,  I,  at  the  last  moment,  tired  her,  and 
she  was  consumed. 

Some  30  or  35  tons  of  coal  were  left,  as  it  could  not  be  destroyed  or 
removed,  all  communication  with  Thomasville  having  been  cut  off  by 
the  enemy;  and,  indeed,  the  coal  would  have  been  required  by  the 
squadron  had  the  siege  been  continued. 

The  property  sent  to  Thomasville  consisted  chiefly  of  a  large 
quantity  of  paint,  1,000  sheets  of  sheathing  copper,  and  some  blocks, 
with  a  very  small  quantity  of  provisions.  The  stock  of  everything  in 
store  at  Savannah  was  very  sipall,  nothing  having  been  received  from 
Albany  for  some  time,  owing  to  the  interruption  of  the  communication 
by  the  enemy.  A  small  stock  of  provisions  had  been  kept  on  hand  for 
the  use  of  the  marines  who  were  in  the  trenches.  When  preparations 
were  making  for  the  evacuation,  this  was  distributed  in  equal  quan¬ 
tities  among  the  families  of  the  officers  that  were  obliged  to  remain 
behind,  and  who  would  otherwise  have  been  destitute.  The  under- ' 
standing  was  that  they  were  to  be  held  subject  to  the  order  of 'the 
quartermaster  of  marines,  and  not  to  be  used  until  the  enemy  had 
entered  the  city.  In  the  latter  case  the  officers  were  to  be  accountable 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  their  value  or  return  in  kind. 
Receipts  were  taken  for  the  same  by  the  navy  storekeeper.  Four 
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families  received  the  benefit  of  this  arrangement,  of  which  my  own 
was  one.  The  apportionment  consisted  of  1  barrel  of  flour,  2  of  bread, 
and  1  of  beef. 

The  ordnance  stores  sent  to  Thomasville  consisted  of  all  the  powder 
and  shells  on  the  station  and  the  pivot  gun  of  the  captured  steamer 
Water  Witch.  I  do  not  know  the  quantity  of  the  powder  and  shells,  but 
Lieutenant  Oliver’s  last  report  to  the  ordnance  office  will  inform  }rou. 

1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Josiah  Tattnall, 

Captain ,  C.  8.  Wavy. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

In  Charge  of  Bureau  of  Orders  and  Detail. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant- General  Hardee ,  C.  8.  Array ,  to  Flag-Officer 
Hunter,  C.  8.  Navy ,  requesting  cooperation  in  manning  of  shore 
batteries. 

Hqs.  Dept,  of  S.  C.,  Ga.,  and  Fla., 

Charleston ,  8.  C.,  January  18 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  cooperate  with  the 
military  authorities  at  Augusta,  Ga.,  by  placing  such  of  your  heavy 
guns  in  land  batteries  as  can  do  better  service  there  than  on  board  the 
boats,  and  give  such  additional  officers  and  men  as  you  can  spare  for 
the  service  of  other  heavy  guns. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  Hardee, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Commodore  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Afloat ,  Augusta,  Ga. 


Report  of  Master  ALc  Garrick,  C.  8.  Navy,  regarding  condition  of  Shell 

Bluff  battery. 

Shell  Bluff  Battery,  January  19,  1865. 

Sir:  By  the  steamer  Macon  I  sent  you  a  report  regarding  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  battery  at  this  point.  Being  compelled  to  send  the 
report  by  return  of  steamer,  but  a  few  moments  were  allowed  me  tor 
examination ;  consequently  it  was  very  imperfect.  Since  that  time  1  have 
made  a  more  careful  survey  and  fired  several  rounds  to  ascertain  the  exact 
range  of  prominent  points  on  the  river.  I  found  that  there  were  no 
fuzes  for  the  shells,  and  no  primers  for  discharging  the  gun.  1  he 
cartridges,  which  are  “fixed”  (attached  to  wooden  sabots),  are  entirely 
too  light,  weighing  onlv  4  pounds,  and,  unless  very  particular,  when 
rammed  home  will  not  fill  the  chamber  of  the  gun,  and  the  wooden 
sabot  is  directly  under  the  vent  of  the  gun,  stopping  it  entirely.  _  Mr. 
Comstock  was  kind  enough  to  furnish  me  with  a  box  of  friction 
primers  for  immediate  use,  but  either  on  account  of  the  distance 
through  the  breech  and  shortness  of  primers,  or  because  the  primers 
themselves  are  of  indifferent  quality,  in  five  cases  out  ot  six  they 
fail  to  explode  the  charge.  The  gun  itself,  although  very  much  neg¬ 
lected  of  late,  we  can  soon  put  in  good  working  order,  ihe  platform 
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is  considerably  out  of  line,  its  foundation  having-  been  washed  away 
by  the  rains,  but  has  not  been  damaged  sufficiently  to  interfere 
materially  with  the  working  of  the  gun.  A\  ith  regard  to  ourselves, 
wo  are  tolerably  well  situated,  but  badly  in  need  of  implements 
for  cooking,  nothing  of  the  kind  having  been  furnished  us  by  the 
vessel;  all  on  board  being  deemed  scarcely  sufficient  for  ship's 
use.  I  understand  that  the  Government  is  accustomed  to  furnish 
mess  kettles,  etc..,  to  the  Army,  and,  as  we  are  doing  Army  duty, 
General  Fry  might  furnish  us  with  something  of  the  kind  and  an 
oven  to  bake  bread,  boil  meat,  etc.  If  convenient  you  can  aid  us 
materially  by  calling  his  attention  to  the  matter  at  an  early  day. 
Enclosed  send  you  a  requisition  for  articles  absolutely  required  to 
render  the  galley  at  all  efficient.  If  furnished  promptly  it  can  soon 
be  put  in  fighting  trim,  and,  should  the  enemy  make  his  appearance, 
we  will  endeavor  to  give  a  good  account  of  ourselves. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  W.  McCarrick, 

Master  in  Charge  of  Battery. 

Flag-Officer  Hunter. 

© 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- General 
JLardee ,  C.  A.  Army ,  regarding  measures  of  cooperation. 

Augusta,  Ga.  ,  January  W,  1865. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant  in  relation  to  my 
cooperation  with  the  military  authorities  at  this  place.  I  have  already 
acquainted  Brigadier-General  Fry  of  my  readiness  to  do  so;  and  in 
furtherance  thereof,  I  have  already  furnished  him  a  detachment  of 
officers  and  men  to  man  a  battery  on  Shell  Bluff,  and  an  officer,  boat, 
and  boat’s  crew  on  service  on  the  Savannah  River.  The  Macon  has  also 
proceeded  from  this  place  to  Shell  Bluff  and  returned  here  on  the 
above-mentioned  service.  The  Savannah  River  will  not  admit  of  the 
movements  of  my  vessels  in  its  present  stage  of  water,  owing  to  their 
great  draft  of  water. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  verv  respectfully, 

W  m.  W.  Hunter. 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding . 

Lieutenant-General  W.  J.  Hardee,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier- General 
Fry ,  C.  S.  Army,  forwarding  requisition  for  articles  needf  ul  for  the 
efficient  working  of  Shell  Bluff  battery. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  January  23,  1865. 

Herewith  is  a  requisition  of  articles  absolutely  needful  for  the  effi¬ 
cient  use  of  the  battery  at  Shell  Bluff  from  the  officer  in  command 
there. 

I  also  respectfully  submit  for  your  persual  a  letter*  from  Master 
James  W.  McCarrick,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  the  officer  alluded  to, 


*  See  p.  503. 
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asking  your  direction  to  have  his  command  supplied  with  some  facili¬ 
ties  for  cooking,  such  as  mess  or  camp  kettles,  etc. 

1  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding. 
Brigadier-General  B.  D.  Fry,  C.  S.  Army. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Tinnier ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  C.  S.  S.  Macon ,  regarding  measures  of  cooperation  at  Augusta , 


Q  a. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  January  2f  1865. 

You  will  please  cause  those  of  3Tour  command  who  are  not  armed  as 
infantry  to  present  themselves  as  soon  as  possible  at  the  headquarters 
of  Brigadier-General  Fry,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. ,  at  Augusta,  Ga., 
in  charge  of  their  officers,  to  be  armed  and  accoutered  and  supplied 
with  ammunition.  Hold  these  organized  to  act  as  infantry,  and  move 
at  a  moment’s  warning  to  the  railway  bridge  over  the  Savannah  River, 
when  the  signal  may  be  given  by  ringing  continuously  the  bell  on  the 
bell  tower  and  firing  a  gun  or  guns  in  connection  therewith.  Be  in 
readiness  to  move  or  destroy  the  Macon  when  you  may  be  required  to 
do  so,  saving  all  the  most  valuable  material  and  subsistence  for  mili¬ 
tary  purposes.  Relying  on  your  well-tried  efficiency  and  discretion,  I 
confidently  commit  to  you  this  service. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 


Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 


Commanding  Officer  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Macon. 


[Similar  order  sent  to  commanding  officer  of  Sampson.\ 


Letter  from  Major-General  Ilill ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer  Hunter , 
C.  S.  Navy ,  making  appointment  for  conference. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  January  35,  1865. 

Can  you  meet  General  Gobi)  and  myself  at  General  1  ry’s  office  at 
11:30  a.  m.  1 

Respectfully, 

D.  H.  Hill, 

Major-  General. 

Commodore  Hunter. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Hill, 
C.  S.  Army,  making  appointment  for  conference. 

Augusta,  Ga.  ,  January  35,  1865. 

I  will  have  the  honor  to  meet  you  and  General  [Howell]  Cobb  at 
General  Fry’s  office  at  11:30  a.  m.  this  day. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

F lag-  Officer ,  Commanding . 

Major-General  D.  H.  Hill,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 
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Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter ,  C.  8.  Navy ,  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  C.  8.  8.  Macon,  for  the  delivery  of  coal  in  payment  for  repairs 
to  the  C.  8.  steamers  Macon  and  Sampson. 

Augusta,  January  26,  1865. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Macon  will  deliver  to  Messrs. 
Mullikin  &  Harrell,  C.  S.  Navy  gun-carriage  makers,  7  tons  of  coal, 
as  payment  in  full  for  their  bill  of  $1,449  for  repairs  of  machinery  iron¬ 
work  of  the  steamers  Macon  and  Sampson. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Hunter,  C.  8. 

Navy ,  to  confer  with  the  commanding  general  regarding  the  disposi¬ 
tion  of  naval  vessels  in  the  Savannah  River. 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail, 

C.  8.  Navy  Department ,  Richmond,  Va.,  January  28,  1865. 

Sir:  Your  telegram  has  been  received.  You  will,  without  delay, 
consult  the  commanding  general  as  to  what  is  best  to  be  done,  whether 
he  would  prefer  to  keep  the  vessels  manned  and  ready  for  service  in 
the  river,  or  had  they  better  be  dismantled  and  the  guns  removed 
elsewhere  for  defense.  If  the  services  of  the  vessels  are  not  required 
at  Augusta,  or  in  the  river,  and  the  commanding  general  has  no  service 
for  them  or  the  guns,  then  the  next  best  thing  is  to  dismantle  the 
vessels  and  send  everything  to  Columbus,  Ga.,  as  soon  as  possible, 
holding  on  to  the  vessels  to  the  last  moment  before  destroying  them. 

Answer  at  once  by  letter,  or  telegram,  if  necessary. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  Lee, 

Captain  in  Charge. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding ,  etc. ,  Augusta,  Ga. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter,  C.  8.  Navy ,  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  C.  8.  8.  Sampson,  regarding  the  laying  of  torpedoes  in  the 
Savannah  River. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  January  31,  1865. 

The. commanding  officer  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sampson  will  direct  S.  A. 
Brockington,  master's  mate,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  to  proceed  with 
a  boat  and  boat’s  crew  down  the  Savannah  River  till  he  finds  either 
the  steamer  Amazon  or  Leesburg.  Proceed  with  one  of  these,  with  a 
torpedo  boat  and  two  of  the  torpedo  corps  with  the  steamer  alluded  to, 
and  lay  down  at  the  position  designated  by  the  torpedo  corps  the 
torpedoes,  and  return  with  the  steamer,  boat,  and  boat’s  crew  and  tor¬ 
pedo  corps  to  this  place.  Have  the  officer  and  boat’s  crew  provided 
with  one  week’s  rations. 

Respectfully,  Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Afloat. 
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Report  of  .Flag-Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  suggestions 
regarding  the  best  application  of  the  naval  force  at  Augusta ,  Ga. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  February  3,  1865. 

I  have  this  day  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  directing  me 
to  consult  the  commanding  general  as  to  the  best  application  of  the 
naval  command  here.  In  obedience  thereto  I  submit  to  you  the  re¬ 
sult  of  General  Beauregard’s  suggestions,  viz,  that  the  ammunition  of 
the  Sampson  and  Macon  be  turned  over  to  the  army;  that  the  vessels, 
with  their  batteries,  can  not  render  any  effective  defense  of  this  place, 
and  that  the  former  be  held  by  a  detachment  of  their  crews  to  take 
care  of,  or  destroy  them,  as  events  may  render  necessary.  ^  That  the 
most  valuable  of  the  materiel  and  personnel  be  conveyed  to  Columbus, 
Ga.,  or  such  of  these  as  may  be  transported  over  the  break  of  the  road 
at  Mayfield.  [Ga.].  That  the  guns  of  the  vessels  be  continued  on  board 
of  them,  because  from  thence  they  may  be  transported  with  greater 
facility  to  positions  most  eligible  for  them.  lhe  vessels  can  not  navi¬ 
gate  this  river,  by  reason  of  their  great  draft  of  water.  The  neigh¬ 
boring  heights  can  command  them,  with  immunity  from  their  file. 
Accordingly,  1  will  furnish  the  commanding  general  with  a  statement 
of  the  ammunition  available  for  his  uses  here,  transfer ^to  him  the  same, 
and  transfer  to  Columbus,  Ga.,  the  remaining  materiel  which  it  is 
practicable  to  transport  thither,  with  the  officers  and  men,  except  15 
men  and  2  officers  now  stationed  at  a  battery  at  Shell  Hluff,  on  the 
Savannah  River,  45  miles  below  this  place,  and  5  men  and  1  officer  on 
board  each  of  the  vessels.  The  latter-named  persons,  should  we  be 
compelled  to  evacuate,  I  will  endeavor  to  send  to  Columbus. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding. 

Captain  in  Charge  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  General  Beauregard , 
C.  S.  Army ,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  proposed  dispo¬ 
sition  of  the  naval,  force  at  Augusta ,  Ga. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  February  f  1865. 

Consequent  on  the  result  of  the  interview  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
have  with  you  yesterday,  I  respectfully  submit  a  statement  ot  ord¬ 
nance  and  ordnance  stores  on  board  the  C.  S.  steamers  Macon,  and 
Sampson.  I  also  transmit  you  herewith  a  copy  ot  instructions  from 
the  honorable  Navy  Department,  dated  January  28,  1865,  relating  to 
the  disposition  of  my  naval  command  here.  Deeming  it  my  duty  to 
preserve  intact  the  personnel  and  materiel  of  the  Macon  and  Sampson 
for  further  naval  service,  I  respectfully  suggest  that  these  be  removed 
to  the  nearest  naval  depot  (Columbus,  Ga.)  whilst  it  is  practicable  to 
do  so.  If,  however,  you  may  judge  that  the  materiel  and  personnel 
alluded  to  can  be  more  usefully  employed  here,  I  will  cordially  con¬ 
tribute  to  this  by  every  means  it;  my  power. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 
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Report  of  Flap- Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  proposed 
disposition  of  tlie  force  under  his  command  at  Augusta ,  Ga. 

Augusta,  Ga.  ,  February  6,  1865. 

In  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  consulted 
General  Beauregard,  commanding  the  military  district,  as  to  the  best 
disposition  to  be  made  of  my  naval  command  here.  We  concurred 
that  the  ammunition  of  the  Sampson  and  Macon  be  turned  over  to  the 
army.  That  the  vessels,  with  their  batteries,  can  not  render  any 
effective  defense  of  this  place,  and  that  the  former  be  held  by  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  their  crews  to  take  care  of  or  destroy  them  as  events  may 
render  necessary.  That  the  most  valuable  of  the  materiel  be  conveyed 
to  Columbus,  Ga.,  or  such  of  these  as  may  be  transported  over  the 
break  in  the  road  at  Mayfield.  That  the  guns  of  the  vessels,  except  a 
12-pounder  howitzer,  be  continued  on  board  of  them,  because  from 
thence  the}"  may  be  transported  with  greater  facility  to  positions  most 
eligible  for  them.  That  the  vessels  can  not  navigate  the  river  by  rea¬ 
son  of  their  too  great  draft  of  water.  The  neighboring  heights  can 
command  them  with  impunity  from  their  fire.  Accordingly,  I  fur¬ 
nished  the  commanding  general  with  a  statement  of  the  ammunition 
available  for  his  uses  here,  with  a  request  that  he  would  receive  the 
same.  The  general  requires  that  the  personnel  of  my  command  be 
kept  here  to  aid  in  the  defense  of  this  place.  I  have  already  manned 
a  battery  at  Shell  Bluff,  consisting  of  one  68-pounder  columbiad,  with 
15  men  and  2  officers.  I  have  assigned  1  officer  and  5  men  to  remain 
by  each  of  the  vessels,  viz,  the  Macon  and  Sampson ,  and  have  armed 
the  remainder  with  small  arms,  subject  to  a  call  for  service. 

Herewith  J  transmit  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  General  Beauregard, 
with  his  endorsements  thereon.  So  soon  as  the  transportation  thereto 
alluded  to  can  be  furnished  me,  I  will  send  to  Columbus,  Ga.,  the  most 
valuable  of  the  naval  materiel. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding . 

Captain  in  Charge  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Rhett ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  the  commanding  U.  S.  naval 
officer  off  Charleston ,  S.  C,  regarding  arrangements  for  the  exchange 
of  maul  matter  for  prisoners  of  war. 


Headquarters  Second  Sub-District,  S.  C., 

Sullivan's  Island ,  February  1%,  1865. 

^  Sir:  Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  commanding  Department  of  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  directs  me  to  communicate  with  you 
to  ascertain  if  arrangements  can  be  made  to  transmit  by  flag  of  truce 
of  mail  matter  and  some  packages  for  prisoners  of 


amount 


war  which  have  accumulated,  and  to 
may  desire  to  send. 


receive  in  return  such  as  you 


.  A  meeting  at  the  usual  point  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  buoy,  which 
is  2,500  3Tai  (Is  from  Fort  Sumter,  will  probably  be  most  convenient  to 
both  parties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alfred  Rhett, 

Colonel ,  Commanding . 

Commanding  Officer  of  United  States  Naval  Forces, 

Off  Charleston  Harbor. 
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[Endorsement  1.] 


Received  yesterday  from  Breach  Inlet. 

Captain  and  Senior 


February  15,  1S65. 
No  reply  has  been  made. 

G.  Id.  Scott, 
Officer,  Inner  Blockade. 


[Endorsement  2.] 


February  16. 


The  fixed  place  for  naval  flag  of  truce  is  at  Breach  Inlet.  No  rebel 
boat  will  be  permitted  to  pass  the  line  from  Sumter  to  Moultrie.  But 
one  of  our  tugs  or  boats  may  enter  the  harbor  and  meet  the  flag  of 
truce  there. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Bear -A  d/mira  l. 


[Telegram.] 

Greenville,  Ala.,  February  15,  1865. 

(Received'at  Augusta,  February  16.) 

Cut  oft'  from  Charleston.  Can  you  assign  me  to  duty? 

Danl.  G.  Brent, 

Second  Lieutenant. 

Flag-Officer  Hunter. 

Commanding  Naval  Forces. 


[Telegram.] 

Augusta,  Ga.  ,  February  17,  1865. 
No  authority  to  assign  you  duty.  Communicate  with  Captain  J .  R.  F. 
Tattnall,  C.  S.  Marine  Corps. 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Hag-  Officer ,  Comman  ding . 

Second  Lieutenant  Danl.  G.  Brent,  C.  S.  Marine  Corps, 

Greenville,  Ala. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Me  Garrick,  C.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  two 
Union  prisoners,  captured  in  the  Savannah  River. 

Shell  Bluff  Battery,  February  26,  1865. 

Sir:  I  send  you,  in  charge  of  J.  C.  Green  and  H.  J.  Yerty,  two 
Yankees,  captured  this  morning  whilst  endeavoring  to  make  their  way 
down  the  river  to  Savannah.  One  of  them  claims  to  have  belonged  to 
the  U.  S.  S.  Flambeau,  off  Charleston,  and  the  other  that  he  was  cap¬ 
tured  at  Gettysburg  from  the  army  under  Meade.  Both,  when  caught, 
were  rigged  out  in  Confederate  uniforms.  They  did  not  stop  when 
hailed  or  fired  on  and  would  have  escaped  us  but  for  a  bateau  fortu¬ 
nately  near  at  hand  with  which  we  overhauled  them.  Some  nights 
since'a  man,  or  men,  passed  down  in  a  boat,  were  hailed,  fired  on,  and 
chased,  but  made  their  escape  in  the  darkness.  I  would  like  very  much 
to  have  one  of  the  Maconls  boats,  which  are  scarcely  needed  on  boai  d, 
but  would  be  very  useful,  not  only  in  cases  of  this  kind,  but  in  facili¬ 
tating  our  escape  should  we  ever  be  cut  oft  from  land  from  Augusta. 

&  Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  W.  McCarriok, 
Master,  Commanding  Battery. 


Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Brent ,  C.  S. 
Marine  Corps,  to  assume  command  of  Marines  on  hoard  the  C.  S. 
steamers  Macon  and  Sampson. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  March  1,  1865. 


In  compliance  with  your  request  of  this  da}7  to  he  assigned  temporary 
duty  with  the  detachment  of  Company  E,  C.  S.  Marines,  serving  on 
board  the  C.  S.  S.  Macon ,  and  in  consequence  of  your  having  been  cut 
off  from  the  position  occupied  by  your  company,  and  its  present  posi¬ 
tion  not  being  now  known  to  you,  you  will  be  pleased  to  report  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  steamer  Macon  for  duty  in  command  of  the 
marines  of  the  Macon  and  Sampson  until  you  may  be  enabled  to  rejoin 
Company  E,  C.  S.  Marines. 

Respectfully, 

W.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding . 

Lieutenant  Daniel  G.  Brent,  C.  S.  Marine  Corps. 


P.  S. — Be  pleased  to  inform  the  captain  of  Company  E,  by  letter,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  of  your  present  duties  and  the  causes  therefor. 

W.  W.  H.,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Masted s  Mate 
Brockington ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  proceed  to  special  duty  with  Chief  Engi¬ 
neer  Tomb ,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Augusta,  Ga.  ,  March  13,  1865. 

You  will  proceed  with  Chief  Engineer  James  H.  Tomb,  Provisional 
Navy  C.  S.,  with  two  men  of  the  naval  command  at  this  place,  and 
when  the  temporary  duty  for  which  you  and  they  are  hereby  assigned 
shall  be  accomplished,  you  will  return  with  all  dispatch  with  the  men 
alluded  to  and  resume  your  duties  on  board  the  C.  S.  S.  Sampson. 
Till  you  return,  or  the  return  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Carnes,  Pro¬ 
visional  Navy  C.  S.,  place  Master’s  Mate  A.  W.  Johnson,  Provisional 
Navy  C.  S.,  in  command  of  the  Sampson  and  impart  to  him  all  orders 
and  information  necessary  to  the  proper  execution  of  his  duties, 
and  enjoin  him  to  be  vigilant  and  careful  of  all  the  public  property 
committed  to  his  charge. 

Respectfully, 

W.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding. 


Master’s  Mate  S.  A.  Brockington,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Order  of  Tlag- Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Comstock, 
C.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sampson. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  March  20,  1865. 

You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  C.  S.  S.  Macon,  and  you  will  be 
pleased  to  report  for  duty  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  W.  Carnes, 
Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  and  relieve  him  in  the  command  of  the  C.  S.  S. 
Sampson.  Obtain  from  him  all  orders  and  instructions  pertaining  to 
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your  command,  and  hold  it  in  readiness  for  immediate  service.  Have 
an  especial  care  of  the  army  ammunition  and  all  public  property  of 
your  command. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

lag-  Officer,  Commanding. 

First  Lieutenant  W.  V.  Comstock,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Order  of  Flag-  0  fleer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Master  Me  Carried,  C.  S. 

Navy ,  regarding  a  transfer  of  command. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  March,  20,  1865. 

You  are  hereby  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  battery  at  Shell 
Bluff  and  will  please  report  for  duty  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  S. 
Kennard  on  board  the  C.  S.  S.  Macon.  You  will  turn  over  your  com¬ 
mand,  with  all  orders  and  instructions,  to  Boatswain  John  Perry,  Pro¬ 
visional  Navy  C.  S.,  and  direct  him  to  execute  the  same,  charging  him 
to  have  an  especial  care  of  the  arms,  ammunition,  and  all  public  prop¬ 
erty,  and  vigilantly  keep  his  command  at  all  times  in  readiness  for 
immediate  service. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer',  Commanding. 

Master  J.  W.  McCarrick,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Boatswain  Perry,  C.  8. 

Navy,  to  assume  command  of  Shell  Bluff  battery,  Savannah  River. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  March  20,  1865. 

You  will  relieve  Master  J.  W.  McCarrick,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 
in  command  of  the  battery  at  Shell  Bluff.  Receive  from  him  all  orders 
and  instructions  relating  to  your  command.  Keep  a  vigilant  care  of 
your  arms,  ammunition,  and  the  public  property,  and  be  at  all  times 
in  readiness  for  service. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding. 

Boatswain  John  Perry,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Report  of  Flaq-  Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  assignment 
of  officers  from  the  C.  S.  S.  Peedee. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  March  25,  1865. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  on  the  22d  instant  Second  Lieutenant 
J.  R.  Price  and  Passed  Midshipman  William  F.  Clayton,  Provisional 
Navy  C.  S.,  reported  to  me  at  this  place  by  order  of  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  O.  F.  Johnston,  late  in  command  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Peedee,  which 
vessel  I  learn  had  been  destroyed.  I  have  assigned  Second  Lieutenant 
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J.  E.  Price  to  the  C.  S.  S.  Sampson  and  Passed  Midshipman  W.  F. 
Clayton  to  the  C.  S.  S.  Macon.  *  *  * 

T  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer',  Commanding . 

Captain  in  Charge  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 


Augusta,  Ga.,  March  88,  1865. 


I  am  still  in  Augusta,  Ga. 

Wm.  W.  Hunter,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 

Captain  in  Charge  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Richmond,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 


Eichmond,  March  30,  1865 — (Eeceived  31st.) 
Eeport  at  once  the  total  of  your  men  and  also  of  officers. 

S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Captain  W.  W.  Hunter. 


[Telegram.] 

Augusta,  Ga.  ,  March  31,  1865. 

Total  number  of  officers  of  all  grades  under  my  command,  25;  of 
men,  bo}rs,  and  marines,  112. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding . 

Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Hunter,  C.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  removal  of  stores  to  Columbus,  Ga. 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail, 

C.  S.  Navy  Department,  Richmond ,  Va.,  March  31,  1865. 
Sir:  Your  letter  has  been  received.  As  suggested  by  you,  be 
pleased  to  remove  all  the  stores  to  Columbus,  Ga.,  or  some  other  safe 
point. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nav}r: 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  Lee, 
Captain  in  Charge. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding ,  etc. ,  Augusta,  Ga. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Kennard , 
C.  S.  Navy,  to  perform,  temporary  duty  in  transporting  officers ’ 
families  sent  out  of  Savannah ,  Ga. 

Augusta,  Ga.  ,  April  Ip,  1865. 

Be  pleased  to  report  forthwith  to  Brigadier-General  B.  D.  Fry, 
Provisional  Army  C.  S.,  at  Augusta,  Ga.,  for  temporary  duty,  to  com¬ 
mand  the  steamer  Leesburg,  assigned  for  the  transportation  of  officers’ 
families  sent  out  of  Savannah,  Ga. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  S.  Kennard,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-  General 
Fry,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  transportation  of  families  of  Con¬ 
federate  officers. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  April  Ip,  1865. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  of  this  day,  Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing  J.  S.  Kennard,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  commanding  Confederate 
steamer  Macon,  is  directed  to  report  to  you  for  temporary  duty  to  take 
charge  of  the  steamer  Leesburg  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  the 
families  of  Confederate  officers  sent  out  of  Savannah.  As  Lieutenant 
Commanding  J.  S.  Kennard  is  the  only  officer  of  appropriate  rank  to 
command  now  at  my  disposal,  and  as  both  the  Macon  and  Sampson 
will,  during  his  absence,  be  commanded  by  officers  whose  rank  is 
deemed  inadequate  to  these  offices,  I  would  suggest  that  Lieutenant 
Commanding  J.  S.  Kennard  resume  his  duties  as  soon  as  the  emergency 
for  which  his  services  are  required  shall  terminate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding . 

Brigadier  General  B.  D.  Fry,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 


Letter  from  Mr.  McDonald ,  to  Flag-Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 
reguesting  the  detail  of  a  man  for  special  service. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  April  6,  1865. 

I  wish  a  man  detailed  from  the  Navy  to  accompany  me  within  the 
lines  of  the  enemy  on  a  special  service,  whom  1  want  to  carry  out  cer¬ 
tain  objects  for  the  benefit  of  the  service  which  you  can  understand 
from  papers  I  have  exhibited  to  you  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Truly  yours,  etc., 


Fla^-Officer  Wm.  W.  Hunter. 
N  W  R — VOL  16 - 33 


Bethney  F.  McDonald. 
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letter  from  Flag- Officer  Hunter ,  O.  S.  Navy,  to  Mr.  McDonald , 
authorizing"  the  detail  of  a  seaman f 'or  special  service. 


Augusta,  Ga.  ,  April  6,  1865. 

You  are  hereby  authorized  to  obtain  from  Lieutenant  Commanding 
J.  S.  Kennard,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  a  man  not  above  the  rating 
of  seaman  to  aid  you  in  the  discharge  of  Government  service  toward 
the  lines  of  the  enemy  at  Savannah.  Said  man  to  be  safely  returned  to 
his  command  at  Augusta,  Ga.,  when  said  service  shall  have  been 
accomplished. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding. 


Mr.  B.  F.  McDonald. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Many,  to  Chief  Engineer  Tomb , 
C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  special  duty. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  April  12,  1865. 

By  order  of  the  honorable  Navy  Department  you  will  proceed  to 
assist  Captain  L.  M.  Coxetter,  in  accordance  with  your  request,  and 
for  that  purpose  you  will  proceed  to  the  position  necessary  so  to  do. 
Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding . 

Chief  Engineer  James  H.  Tomb,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Order  of  Brigadier- General  Fry ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Chief  Engineer) • 
Tomb ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  proceed  to  Shell  Bluff  battery ,  and  assume 
command  of  special  expedition. 

Headquarters  Engineer’s  Department, 

Augusta ,  Ga .,  April  12,  1865. 

Captain:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Shell  Bluff  and  there 
await  the  arrival  of  Master’s  Mate  Brockington  with  navy  and  torpedo 
boats  from  this  point.  You  will  then  take  charge  of  the  expedition 
under  the  general  instructions  given  to  Messrs.  Brockington  and  White 
and  proceed  as  therein  ordered. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  D.  Fry, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding  Post. 

Jas.  H.  Tomb, 

Captain  and  Chief  Engineer,  Torpedo  Corps. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Fry,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Hun¬ 
ter,  G.  S.  Navy,  reporting  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant  Kennard,  C.  S. 
Navy,  for  special  service  in  Savannah  River. 

Headquarters, 
Augusta,  April  12,  1865. 

Commodore:  In  compliance  with  your  order  Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing  Kennard  has  reported  to  me  for  temporary  duty  and  has  been 
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directed  to  take  charge  of  the  steamer  Leesburg  for  the  removal  of 
torpedoes  from  the  Savannah  River  and  the  transportation  of  the 
families  of  Confederate  officers  (sent  ont  of  Savannah  by  the  United 
States  authorities)  from  Sister’s  Ferry  to  this  city.  I  respectfully 
request  that  you  will  authorize  Lieutenant  Commanding  Kennard  to 
select  such  men  from  your  command  as  mav  be  necessary  for  this 
duty. 

I  am,  commodore,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  D.  Fry, 

Brigadier-  General . 

Commodore  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier-  General 
Fry ,  C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  a  detail  of  men  for  special  service  under 
Lieutenant  Kennard ,  C.  S.  Navy,  while  commanding  steamer 
Leesburg. 

Augusta,  Ga.  ,  April  12,  1865. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  this  day 
requesting  a  detail  of  men  of  my  command  to  report  to  Lieutenant 
Commanding  J.  S.  Kennard,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  temporarily 
commanding  the  Confederate  steamer  Leesburg.  In  compliance  with 
your  request  I  have  directed  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  S.  Kennard 
to  select  the  men  alluded  to.  In  transferring  these  to  the  Leesburg 
for  temporary  service,  1  would  respectfully  state  that  as  the  whole 
motive  of  removing  the  torpedoes  in  the  Savannah  River  can  properly 
only  be  known  to  you,  there  is,  in  my  mind,  very  cogent  reasons  why 
the  torpedoes  should  not  be  removed  or  their  location  known.  The 
latter  can  not  be  kept  from  the  enemy  if  any  attempt  shall  be  made  to 
remove  them,  because  of  the  notoriety  the  act  will  occasion. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding . 

Brigadier-General  B.  D.  Fry,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Warley ,  C.  S 
Navy,  to  report  for  duty  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Augusta,  Ga.  ,  April  2J+,  1865. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  to  be  assigned  duty  I  would  state 
that  as  there  is  no  duty  available  for  you  under  my  command  you  will 
be  pleased  to  report  yourself  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
who,  I  am  informed,  is  at  Washington. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

,  Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding. 


Lieutenant  A.  F.  Warley,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 
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Confidential  order  of  Flag- Officer  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Nary,  to  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Macon,  to  prevent  the  use  of  arms, 
ammunition,  etc.,  of  the  C.  S.  steamers  Macon  and  Sampson,  by  the 
crews  of  those  vessels. 

Augusta,  Gta.,  May  1,  1865. 

Cause  all  the  small  arms  and  ammunition  and  accouterments  of  the 
Macon  and  Sampson  to  be  placed  where  the  crews  of  these  vessels  can 
not  get  access  to  them.  If  necessary,  throw  them  overboard  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  clandestine  use  of  them. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Commanding . 

Commanding  Officer  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Macon. 

P.  S. — The  civil  authorities  apprehend  a  riot  in  the  city  of  Augusta 
this  night. 
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FROM  JUNE  7  (*)  TO  DECEMBER  15,  1861. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Flag-  Officer  Mervine ,  TJ.  S.  Navy , 
to  assume  command  of  the  Gulf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department, 
Washington ,  May  6,  1861. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  Boston,  Mass.,  and  when  the  U.  S.  steam  frigate 
Colorado  sjiall  be  put  in  commission  you  will  hoist  your  flag  on  board 
that  vessel  and  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the  Department,  which 
will  be  transmitted  to  you  at  Boston  forthwith. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Utica ,  N.  Y. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Mervine , 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  establishment  of  the  blockade  of  the  Gulf 
States. 

Navy  Department,  May  7,  1861. 

Sir:  The  President,  by  proclamation  of  the  19th  April,  1861, 
ordered  a  blockade  of  the  ports  within  the  States  of  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Alabama,  Florida,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Texas,  and  by 
a  supplemental  proclamation  of  the  27th  of  April,  1861,  he  extends 
the  blockade  so  as  to  include  the  ports  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 
In  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  law  of 
nations  in  such  cases  provided,  it  becomes  necessary  that  a  competent 
force  be  posted  so  as  to  prevent  the  entrance  and  exit  of  vessels  from 
the  ports  aforesaid. 

With  this  view,  you  will  establish  and  enforce  a  blockade  at  each 
and  all  of  the  ports  in  the  States  enumerated  south  of  Key  West  to 
the  Rio  Grande,  and  a  sufficient  disposable  force  will  be  placed  under 
the  command  of  yourself  that  you  may  carry  these  orders  into  effect. 
On  vou  will  devolve  the  duty  of  blockading  all  the  ports  south  of  Key 
West. 


*The  operations  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  from  November  15,  1860,  to  June  7,  1861, 
are  published  in  Series  I,  Volume  4.  It  is  considered  desirable  to  include  in  the 
present  volume  certain  additional  and  preliminary  correspondence  relating  to  the 
Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  from  May  6  to  June  7,  1861. — Compiles. 
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You  will  duly  notify  neutrals  of  this  declaration  of  blockade,  and 
give  to  it  all  the  publicity  in  your  power.  The  blockade  must  be 
strict  and  absolute,  and  only  public  armed  vessels  of  foreign  powers 
should  be  permitted  to  enter  the  ports  which  are  placed  in  a  state  of 
blockade.  To  neutral  or  foreign  vessels  that  are  already  in  the  ports 
you  will  allow  a  reasonable  number  of  days  to  leave  them.  The  coun¬ 
try  relies  upon  your  command,  with  the  squadron  stationed  east  of 
Key  West,  to  make  this  blockade  effectual,  so  as  to  close  the  ports  of 
the  States  above  named,  protect  our  commerce  from  the  depredations 
of  privateers,  and  contribute,  by  your  activity  and  vigilance,  to  the 
speedy  suppression  of  the  insurrectionary  movements  and  the  adjust¬ 
ment  of  the  present  unhappy  difficulties. 

It  will  not  be  improper  to  state  to  you  that  a  lawful  maritime  block¬ 
ade  requires  the  actual  presence  of  an  adequate  force  stationed  at  the 
entrance  of  the  port,  sufficiently  near  to  prevent  communication.  The 
only  exception  to  this  rule  which  requires  the  actual  presence  of  an 
adequate  force  to  constitute  a  lawful  blockade,  arises  out  of  the  cir¬ 
cumstance  of  the  occasional  temporary  absence  of  the  blockading 
squadron,  produced  by  accident,  as  in  the  case  of  a  storm,  which  does 
not  suspend  the  legal  operation  of  a  blockade.  The  law  considers  an 
attempt  to  take  advantage  of  such  an  accidental  removal  a  fraudulent 
attempt  to  break  the  blockade. 

You  will  permit  no  neutral  or  foreign  vessel  proceeding  toward  the 
entrance  of  a  blockaded  port  to  be  captured  or  detained,  if  she  shall 
not  have  previously  received  from  one  of  the  blockading  squadron  a 
special  notification  of  the  existence  of  the  blockade.  The  notification 
must  be  inserted  in  writing  on  the  muster  roll  of  the  neutral  vessel  by 
the  cruiser  which  meets  her,  and  it  should  contain  the  announcement, 
together  with  statements  of  the  day  and  the  latitude  in  which  it  was 
made. 

1  he  United  States  have  at  all  times  maintained  these  principles  on 
the  subject  of  blockade,  and  you  will  take  care  not  to  attempt  the 
application  of  penalties  for  the  breach  of  blockade  except  in  cases  when 
your  right  is  justified  by  these  rules. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron,  U.  S.  S.  Colorado. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Mervine,  l .  S.  Navy,  acknowledging  Depart¬ 
ments  orders. 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard, 
Charlestown,  Mass. ,  May  11,  1861. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  orders  dated 
0th  instant,  directing  me  to  hoist  my  flag  on  board  the  U.  S.  steam 
trigate  Colorado  when  she  shall  be  read}’,  and  my  arrival  at  this  yard 
in  pursuance  thereof.  Also  the  receipt  of  instructions,  dated  7th 
instant,  to  establish  and  enforce  a  blockade  at  each  and  all  of  the  ports 
enumerated  in  the  President’s  proclamation  of  the  19th  April,  1861 
south  of  Key  West  to  the  Rio  Grande.  ’ 
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Be  pleased  to  accept  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  this  mark  of 
the  Department’s  confidence  in  me,  which  1  shall  endeavor  not  to 
disappoint. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Mervine ,  II.  S. 

Navy,  forwarding  information  regarding  war  movements  on  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Fiver. 

Navy  Department,  May  If  1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  which 
has  been  referred  to  this  Department  from  Commander  H.  S.  Stell- 
wagen,  dated  the  2d  instant,  in  relation  to  war  movements  observed  at 
points  on  the  Mississippi  in  the  way  of  fitting  out  privateers,  etc. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Appointed  to  Command  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Boston. 

[Enclosure.] 

Light-House  Inspector’s  Office, 

Philadelphia,  May  °2,  1861. 

Sir:  I  deem  it  a  duty  to  inform  you  that  a  gentleman  of  my  acquaint¬ 
ance,  Mr.  John  Weimann,  who  left  New  Orleans  on  the  15th  ultimo, 
assures  me  that  he  saw  a  large,  warlike-looking  ship,  with  black  mast¬ 
heads  and  yards,  lying  there,  said  to  be  a  frigate  called  the  Carlscrona, 
having  guns  and  equipments  on  board,  sent  out  from  Sweden  or  some 
other  country  of  Europe  for  sale,  and  that  another  ship  was  also  fitting 
for  a  man-of-war  or  privateer.  He  thinks  the  Carlscrona  may  have 
been  a  Swedish  frigate,  sold  out  of  service  and  repaired,  fitted  out,  and 
armed  to  sell  at  the  South.  At  the  custom-house  many  carpenters  were 
making  gun  carriages. 

At  Vicksburg,  on  the  heights,  he  saw  and  examined  many  new  guns, 
many  of  the  columbiads,  marked  1861,  weight  8,653-8,658,  etc.,  and  a 
large  supply  of  shot,  shells,  etc.  At  Grand  Junction,  [Tenn.],  saw  a 
large  train  carrying  shot  and  shells  south. 

The  source  of  information  is  very  reliable.  1  hope  our  ships  off  the 
Mississippi  may  pick  up  the  ships  if  they  venture  out. 

Very  respectfully,  jmur  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Stellwagen, 
Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hiram  Paulding, 

Chief  Bureau. 

[Endorsement.] 

Bead  by  Mr.  Welles.  H.  P. 

I  would  recommend  that  so  much  of  this  letter  as  relates  to  vessels 
that  may  be  employed  b}T  the  enemy  be  copied  and  sent  to  the  senior 
officer  blockading  in  the  Gulf. 
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[Telegram.] 


Mat  11,  1861. 


Do  not  wait  for  the  Colorado ,  but  proceed  at  once  in  the  Mississippi 


to  the  Gulf. 


Gideon  Welles. 


Captain  Meryine,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Care  of  Captain  Hudson,  Boston  Navy  Yard. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Blag-  Officer  Mervine ,  Tr.  S. 

Navy,  to  proceed  to  the  Gulf  in  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Mississippi. 

Navy  Department,  May  If,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  hoist  your  Hag  on  the  Mississippi  and  proceed  with 
her  with  all  the  dispatch  practicable  to  the  Gult  and  carry  into  effect 
the  instructions  issued  to  you  on  the  7th  instant. 

The  Colorado ,  which  is  preparing  as  your  flagship,  will  follow  you 
at  the  earliest  day  possible.  The  following  additional  vessels  will  be 
under  your  command,  most  of  which  are  at  present  in  the  Gulf,  viz: 
Steam  frigate  Niagara,  steamers  Brooklyn,  Powhatan ,  Mohawk, 
Crusade r,  Huntsville,  Wyandotte,  Water  Witch,  and  the  sloop  of  war 
St.  Louis.  Other  vessels,  as  they  are  equipped,  will  be  ordered  to 
proceed  to  Key  West  and  report  to  you  for  instructions. 

The  Sabine,  at  present  ofl  Pensacola,  has  been  recently  ordered  to 
proceed  to  Portsmouth,  N.  IT 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Gideon  Welles.] 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Appointed  to  Command  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  ,  Boston. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  information 
regarding  measures  for  supplying  coal  and  water. 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard, 
[Boston],  Mass. ,  May  15,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  shall  proceed  in  the 
U.  S.  steam  frigate  Mississippi,  in  pursuance  of  your  orders,  as  soon 
as  that  vessel  shall  be  ready  tor  sea.  In  the  meantime  1  beg  leave  to 
remind  you,  sir,  of  the  request  contained  in  my  letter  of  13th  instant 
for  a  flag-lieutenant,  clerk,  and  letter  press. 

Please  inform  me  what  measures  are  in  contemplation  by  the 
Department  for  keeping  up  a  supply  of  coal  and  water.  The  latter 
can  not  be  got  short  of  Cuba,  unless  Cat  and  Ship  islands,  [Mississippi 
Sound],  near  the  Mississippi  River,  afford  it;  but  of  this  I  am  unin¬ 
formed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 
Captain,  II.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Alden ,  U  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina,  to  ’proceed  to  duty  in  the 
Gulf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  May  16,  1861. 
Sir:  When  the  steamer  South  Carolina,  under  your  command,  is  in 
all  respects  prepared  for  sea,  you  will  proceed  with  her  with  all  practi¬ 
cable  dispatch  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  On  the  way  you  will  touch  at 
Key  West,  and  proceed  thence  to  Fort  Pickens  for  the  purpose  of 
landing  the  munitions  to  be  sent  out  in  the  South  Carolina. 

Until  the  arrival  of  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  in  the  Mississippi,  you 
will  be  governed  by  the  instructions  of  the  senior  commanding  officer 
in  the  Gulf,  to  whom  you  will  report. 

The  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  at  Boston  will  furnish  you  with 
a  copy  of  the  instructions  relative  to  the  seizure  of  privateers,  etc., 
which  the  Department  has  directed  him  to  give  to  each  vessel  sailing 
from  the  yard. 

Before  sailing  you  will  transmit  to  the  Department  a  muster  roll 
of  the  South  Carolina  and  a  separate  list  of  her  officers, 
i  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  James  Alden, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina,  Boston. 


Confidential  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer 
Mervine,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  naming  vessels  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Gulf 
Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  May  17,  1861. 


Sir:  The  name  of  your  squadron  will  be  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squad¬ 
ron,  and  will  consist  of  the  following-named  vessels,  viz: 

Sabine  (ordered  home)/  Brooklyn,  St.  Louis,  Powhatan,  Water 
Witch,  Wyandotte,  Crusader ,  Mohawk,  Niagara,  Huntsville ,  Mount 
Vernon  (convoys  to  Key  West,  then  returns),  Colorado  (flagship), 
Mississippi,  South  Carolina,  Massachusetts,  B.  R.  Cuyler,  Montgom¬ 
ery,  Flag. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Captain  Wm.  Mervine, 

Boston. 


Additional  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer 
Mervine,  U.  ,S.  Navy ,  appointed  to  command  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  May  17,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  14th  and  15th  instant  have  been  received. 
Lieutenant  F.  B.  Blake  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  .you  for  duty. 
Your  request  for  a  clerk  and  letter  press  is  granted.  For  the  present 
coal  will  be  shipped  to  Key  West,  and  a  vessel  is  to  be  purchased  capa¬ 
ble  of  carrying  1,000  tons,  which  will  be  attached  to  your  squadron 
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for  the  purpose  of  distributing'  the  coal  to  steamers  engaged  in  block¬ 
ading.  With  regard  to  fresh  water,  the  Department  has  no  informa¬ 
tion.  That,  and  the  obtaining  of  fresh  meat  and  vegetables,  will 
engage  your  earliest  attention. 

It  is  very  important  that  the  commander  in  chief  should  be  in  the 
Gulf  at  the  earliest  moment,  to  carry  out  the  important  objects 
intrusted  to  him. 

The  following  vessels  have  received  orders  to  proceed  to  the  Gulf 
to  form  a  part  of  the  squadron  under  your  command: 

Steamer  South  Carolina ,  Commander  James  Alden. 

Steamer  Massachusetts ,  Commander  M.  Smith. 

Steamer  R.  R.  Cuyler ,  Captain  F.  Ik  Ellison. 

Steamer  Montgomery ,  Commander  O.  S.  Glisson. 

Steamer  Flag ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  L.  C.  Sartori. 

The  two  first  named  will  carry  out  munitions,  etc.,  to  Fort  Pickens. 
All  of  them  will  touch  at  Key  West,  and  should  you  reach  there  before 
them  you  will  leave  instructions  for  their  further  movements. 

I  am,  respectfully,  3rour  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Appointed  to  Command  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Boston. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Mervine ,  TJ.  S. 
Navi/,  giving  list  of  vessels  operating  in  the  Gulf  in  aid  of  the 
Southern  States. 

Nany  Department,  May  17,  1861. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  for  your  information  a  list*  of  vessels  said 
to  be  in  the  service  of  the  insurrectionary  States  on  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine. 

Ap/pointed  to  Command  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  ,  Boston. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Ellison ,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  Gulf 
Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  May  17, 1861. 
Sir:  The  steamer  R.  R.  Cwyler,  under  your  command,  is  to  form  a 
part  of  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  of  which  Captain  William 
Mervine  will  be  the  flag-officer. 

As  soon,  therefore,  as  she  is  prepared  for  this  service,  and  in  all 
respects  ready  for  sea,  you  will  proceed  with  her  with  all  practicable 
dispatch  to  the  Gulf,  ‘touching  at  Key  West. 

At  Key  \\  est  you  may  find  Flag-Officer  Mervine  or  instructions 
from  him  for  your  further  movements,  or  it  is  possible  Captain 
McKean  may  be  there  in  the  Niagara,  to  whom  you  will  report  for 
such  special  duty  in  carrying  out  the  blockade  of  ports  on  the  Gulf  as 


*See  Series  T,  volume  4,  p.  165,  letter  Forbes  to  Welles. 
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he  may  assign  you.  In  the  absence  of  either  of  these  officers,  }tou 
will  proceed  from  Key  Kest  to  Fort  Pickens  and  report  to  the  senior 
commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  Navy  in  that  vicinity  for  the  purpose 
hereinbefore  indicated. 

The  commandant  at  New  York  will  furnish  you  with  a  copy  of  the 
instructions  in  relation  to  seizing  privateers,  etc.,  which  the  Depart¬ 
ment  has  directed  him  to  give  to  the  commanding  officer  of  each  ves¬ 
sel  sailing  from  the  navy  yard. 

Before  your  departure  you  will  transmit  to  the  Department  a  mus¬ 
ter  roll  of  the  R.  R.  Cuyler  and  a  separate  list  of  her  officers. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  F.  B.  Ellison,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler ,  New  York. 


[Orders  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Commander  O.  S.  Glisson, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery ,  New  York.] 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Mervine ,  TJ.  S.  JSavy ,  regarding  the  cause  of 
his  delayed  departure  from  Boston  in  the  U.  S:  S.  Mississippi. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Mississippi, 

Navy  Yard ,  Charlestown ,  Mass ,  May  23,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  ship  was  reported  to 
me  ready  for  sea  on  yesterday  at  5  o’clock  and  15  minutes  p.  m.,  and 
that  my  flag  was  then  hoisted. 

The  day,  however,  was  too  far  spent  to  make  all  the  preliminary 
arrangements  for  getting  to  sea  before  night,  and  it  was  therefore 
postponed  until  9  o’clock  this  morning,  at  which  time  the  tide  served 
and  the  ship  was  got  underwa}^  and  proceeded  down  the  bay.  When 
off  Fort  Warren  the  port  delivery  pipe  burst,  which,  when  examined, 
was  found  to  have  been  intentionally  cut,  and  the  division  concealed 
by  an  envelope  of  gutta-percha  and  canvas.  Upon  further  examina¬ 
tion  the  other  pipe  was  found  to  be  in  like  condition. 

Suspicion  as  to  the  perpetrator  of  this  villainous  deed  points 
strongly  to  the  late  engineer,  Michael  Quinn,  or  to  a  man  named 
Green,  a  Virginia  machinist,  who  was,  I  am  told,  employed  upon  the 
engine  at  Norfolk,  Va.  Perhaps  both  may  have  had  a  hand  in  it. 

Consequently  I  am  compelled  to  return  to  the  navy  yard  for  repairs, 
which  it  is  believed  can  be  completed  in  twenty-four  hours. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  May  23,  1861. 
Take  as  many  extra  men  as  convenient  on  board  the  Mississippi, 
Massachusetts,  and  South  Carolina,  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  Gulf  Squad¬ 
ron;  also  six  to  ten  watch  officers  if  any  temporary  acting  appoint¬ 
ments  are  at  the  Boston  Station. 
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Consult  with  Colonel  Brown,  at  Fort  Pickens,  and  cooperate  fully 
with  him  in  regard  to  the  safety  of  that  place.  Answer  per  telegraph. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  Wm.  Mervine, 

Care  of  the  Commandant ,  Navy  Yard ,  Boston ,  Mass. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  May  2f,  1S61. 
The  ship  Bamberg ,  from  Liverpool  for  New  Orleans,  has  been  out 
about  thirty^  days  with  concealed  arms  on  board. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  William  Meryine, 

Care  of  Captain  Hudson ,  Commandant  Navy  Yard ,  Boston ,  Mess. 


Report  of  Blag- Officer  Mervine,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  departure  from 

Boston. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Mississippi,  May  27,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  as  soon  after  the  repairs 
to  the  steam  escape  pipe  were  completed  as  the  tide  would  permit,  this 
ship  was  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the  bay. 

*  *  *  *  *  *■  * 

At  3:30  o’clock  p.  m.  the  pilot  was  discharged  and  the  ship  is  now 
proceeding  to  sea. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  G  ulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  transmitting  request  of  the  President. 

Navy  Department,  May  29,  1861. 
Sir:  If  practicable,  you  will  be  pleased  to  have  the  wishes  of  the 
President,  expressed  in  his  note  to  me  of  the  28th  instant,  a  copv  of 
which  is  herewith  enclosed,  complied  with. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

h  lag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Endorsement.] 

Dispatched  Lieutenant  Strong,  of  Mohawk ,  on  this  business,  June 
12,  1861. 


F.  G.  W. 
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[Enclosure.! 


Executive  Mansion,  May  38,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir:  A  friend  of  mine  residing  at  Chicago,  Ill.,  Mr.  C. 
Beckwith,  has  a  lady  relative,  Miss  Elizabeth  Smith,  at  St.  Marks,  in 
Florida,  whom  he  much  desires  to  have  brought  away  from  there,  and 
he  has  been  induced  to  think  that  some  of  our  vessels  connected  with 
the  blockade  could  effect  this  without  much  trouble.  If  this  is  prac¬ 
ticable,  I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  will  direct  it  to  be  done. 

Yours,  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 


Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Mervine , 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  vessels  which  cleared  previous  to  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  blockade. 

Navy  Department,  May  31,  1861. 
Sir:  It  has  been  represented  to  this  Department  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  low  state  of  water  in  the  Mississippi  River,  sundry  vessels  which 
cleared  from  New  Orleans  before  the  blockade  was  instituted  are 
detained  and  unable  to  cross  the  bar,  and  are  consequently  in  danger 
of  being  captured  as  not  coming  within  the  rules  prescribed  for  the 
blockade. 

To  foreigners,  and  our  own  loyal  countrymen  within  the  States  that 
are  now  in  insurrection,  the  Government  wmuld  be  lenient,  and  take 
no  advantage  of  such  a  misfortune  as  the  one  indicated.  If,  therefore, 
any  vessels  have,  by  this  calamity,  for  which  they  are  not  responsible, 
been  detained,  you  will,  on  being  satisfied  that  they  cleared  from  New 
Orleans  within  fifteen  days  from  the  declaration  of  effective  blockade, 
permit  them  to  depart. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Captain  Ellison,  U.  S*  Navy,  commanding  US.  S.  R.  R. 

Cuyler,  regarding  the  departure  of  that  vessel  from  New  York. 

U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler, 
Harbor  of  New  York,  June  5,  1861. 

Sir:  The  command  of  this  ship  was  transferred  to  me  by  Flag- 
Officer  Breese  on  the  3d  instant,  and  I  left  the  navy  yard  the  same 
afternoon  and  anchored  in  the  North  River  for  the  purpose  of  organiz¬ 
ing  the  crew  and  preparing  for  sea.  The  transfer  rolls  of  the  officers 
and  crew  were  only  received  here  late  last  evening,  and  I  am  now 
under  steam,  proceeding  to  sea  in  the  execution  of  your  orders  of  the 
17th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  muster  rolls  of  the  officers 
and  crew. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  B.  Ellison, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Commander  Poor ,  U  S.  Navy ,  commanding  (  .  S.  S.  Brook¬ 
lyn ,  regarding  the  blockade  of  Pass  a  V  Outre. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Pass  a  V  Outre ,  June  7,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  Brooklyn  actively  engaged  in 
blockading  this  pass.  Several  vessels,  both  foreign  and  American, 
have  been  warned  off.  There  are  several  vessels  detained  at  the  bar 
on  account  of  the  lowness  of  the  river.  As  they  had  loaded  and  cleared 
before  the  blockade  was  established,  they  will  be  permitted  to  depart, 
as  also  all  others  which  may  load  and  clear  within  the  time  allowed 
after  the  appearance  of  this  [vessel]  off  the  bar  (fifteen  days). 

Several  foreign  consuls  visited  this  ship  to  ascertain  if  any  extra 
time  would  be  allowed  vessels  after  the  notice  expired  to  overcome 
the  difficulties  of  passing  the  bar.  I  informed  them  that  reasonable 
time  would  be  allowed,  provided  1  was  satisfied  every  exertion  was 
made  to  remove  them;  and  as  they  can  not  be  removed  without  the 
assistance  of  steam  towboats,  they  wished  to  know  if  said  boats  would 
be  allowed  to  tow  them  over  the  bar  and  return  unmolested  by  the 
blockading  force.  I  assured  them  such  an  arrangement  would  he  per¬ 
mitted,  provided  the  vessels  and  their  cargoes  were  foreign  property. 

One  or  two  vessels  have  approached  under  English  colors  with  pro¬ 
visional  registers,  signed  by  the  English  consul  at  New  Orleans,  which 
vessels  have  been  American  property,  but  sold  to  other  parties  and 
thus  changed  their  nationality.  I  would  like  to  receive  instructions 
as  to  the  legality  of  such  provisional  registers,  as  I  am  in  doubt  as  to 
the  power  of  the  English  consul  to  thus  change  the  national  character 
of  vessels  clearing  from  New  Orleans. 

As  the  vessels  and  their  cargoes  were  of  little  value,  I  did  not  deem 
it  sufficiently  important  to  test  the  matter  by  making  captures  and 
sending  them  in  for  adjudication. 

The  Mount  Vernon  arrived  to-day,  having  in  tow  the  steamer  Par¬ 
kersburg ,  with  supplies  of  stock  and  provisions,  which  are  most  accept¬ 
able  to  all  on  board.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  health  of  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  Brooklyn  is  good. 

The  schooner - also  arrived  with  a  supply  of  coal,  which  we 

were  quite  in  need  of.  She  reports  a  schooner  now  in  sight  as  another 
coal  vessel.  The  two  will  afford  an  ample  supply  for  all  the  vessels 
now  here  and  at  Mobile. 

The  Powhatan  is  at  the  Southwest  Pass  and  effectually  prevents  any 
interruption  of  the  blockade  in  that  quarter.  The  communication  via 
Lake  Pontchartrain  to  the  northward  is  still  unguarded  and  must  remain 
so  without  another  vessel.  It  is  possible  for  ships  to  approach  that 
entrance  without  being  seen.  Small  steamers  coidd  pass  out  and 
receive  their  cargoes. 

I  received  from  Captain  McKean,  of  the  Niagara,  a  communication 
for  Lieutenants  Broome  and  Graham,  of  the  Marine  Corps,  and  Engi¬ 
neer  Jordan,  to  take  passage  to  the  United  States  in  the  Mount  Vernon 
in  consequence  of  their  declining  to  sign  an  oath  of  allegiance  admin¬ 
istered  to  all  the  officers  by  him  on  his  arrival  off  Pensacola.  As 
Lieutenant  Graham  had  expressed  to  me  his  readiness  to  take  the  oath 
before  J  had  opened  Captain  McKean’s  communications,  and  assured 
me  previously  that  his  only  objection  to  taking  the  oath  at  the  time 
the  other  officers  took  it  was  that  he  had  consulted  Ins  mother’s  wishes, 
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and  was  desirous  of  knowing  them  before  lie  took  any  action.  A  let¬ 
ter  received  by  Mount  Vernon  removed  all  his  doubts,  and  he  now  felt 
at  perfect  liberty  to  act,  and  desired  to  take  the  oath,  which  I  admin¬ 
istered  to  him  and  retained  him  on  board. 

It  is  but  justice  to  Lieutenant  Graham  to  say  that  he  at  all  times 
cheerfully  and  efficiently  performed  his  duty.  I  hope,  therefore,  the 
Department  will  approve  of  my  having  retained  him  on  board  the 
Brooklyn. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  Poor, 

Commander. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Confidential  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- 
Officer  Nervine,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  enforcement  of  the 
blockade. 

Navy  Department,  June  8 ,  1861. 

Sir:  The  importance  of  excluding  all  commercial  intercourse  from 
the  ports  of  the  insurgent  States  will  demand  your  unceasing  vigi¬ 
lance.  It  is  especially  essential  that  the  Mississippi  should  be  closed; 
and  without  the  Department  presenting  details,  you  will  at  no  time 
allow  vour  force  to  be  so  diminished  as  to  permit  any  vessel  to  enter 
or  depart  from  New  Orleans. 

With  the  force  that  you  have  it  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  you  can 
stop  every  outlet  with  an  armed  vessel,  but  unremitting  watchfulness 
will  enable  you  to  perform  good  coast  guard  duty  over  the  less 
important  points.  Mobile  and  Galveston  should  be  allowed  no  com¬ 
mercial  privileges  while  the  present  condition  of  affairs  continues. 

You  can  embarrass  the  insurgents,  relieve  your  own  cares,  and  make 
the  embargo  more  strict  by  sinking  hulks  across  some  of  the  harbors 
or  on  the  bars.  Doubtless  you  will  capture  some  prizes,  and  perhaps 
this  may  be  the  best  disposition  jou  can  make  of  them.  There  must 
be,  so  far  as  is  possible,  a  perfect  nonintercourse  established. 

Foreign  nations  are  allowed  a  reasonable  time  to  leave  the  ports,  but 
after  that  has  expired  there  should  be  no  relaxing  the  rule.  Vessels 
coming  on  to  the  coast  should  be  once  warned  oft  before  seizure. 
These  are  privileges  extended  by  courtesy  to  those  who  are  not  aware 
that  the  ports  of  the  States  in  insurrection  are  closed.  To  foreign 
nations  and  to  our  own  citizens  they  are  as  if  they  had  nevei  been 

ports  of  entry.  _ 

That  portion  of  the  Navy  which  is  at  Fort  Pickens  will  act  in  con¬ 
cert  with  the  Army  as  heretofore  in  defense  of  the  place.  > 

Please  keep  the  Department  constantly  advised  of  the  condition  of 
things  and  of  your  own  operations. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Captain  W.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Mississippi,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  U.  S.  Wavy,  regarding  affairs  at  Key 
West ,  Fla. ,  on  his  arrival  there  in  the  TJ  8.  S.  Mississippi. 

No.  1 1  U.  S.  Flagship  Mississippi, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  June  8,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  (by  means  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Crusader,  which  I  have  ordered  to  Havana,  for  the  purpose  of  convey¬ 
ing  his  Excellency  Governor  [J.  B.]  Weller,  late  IT.  S.  minister  to 
Mexico,  and  which  is  to  return  immediately),  of  my  arrival  at  this 
place  yesterday  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Mississippi ,  after  a  pleasant  passage  of 
eleven  days.  We  were  detained  on  the  passage  a  few  hours  b}r  the 
choking  of  the  damper  of  the  smoke  pipe,  which  was,  however, 
promptly  remedied.  *  *  * 

I  found  anchored  here  the  IT.  S.  steamers  Massachusetts  (which  sailed 
for  Fort  Pickens  immediately  after  my  arrival),  Crusader ,  Water  Witch, 
and  Montgomery .  I  dispatched  the  latter  vessel  (after  detaching  the 
supernumerary  officers,  whom  I  ordered  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Water  Witch 
as  passengers,  with  the  exception  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Robert 
Barstow,  whom  I  ordered  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery)  to  blockade 
Appalachicola,  under  orders  herewith  enclosed,  marked  "  A,”  and  with 
a  circular,  also  enclosed,  marked  “  B.”  I  shall  issue  a  copy  of  the  cir¬ 
cular  and  order,  with  appropriate  changes,  to  each  vessel  of  the  Gulf 
Squadron.  The  Crusader  will  be  left  here  to  carry  out  her  instructions 
from  the  Department  under  date  of  March  11,  1861. 

The  Water  Witch  will  sail  immediately  to  join  the  forces  oil'  Fort 
Pickens,  and  to  prosecute  the  duties  heretofore  assigned  her  as  a 
dispatch  vessel. 

A  steamer  named  the  Salvor  came  in  here  last  evening  under  suspi¬ 
cious  circumstances,  which  will  cause  her  detention  until  I  can  hear 
from  the  Department.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Craven  informs  me 
that  he  permitted  this  vessel  to  make  a  trip  from  this  place  to  Tampa 
Bay  and  from  thence  to  Havana  wTith  a  load  of  cattle,  in  order  to 
fulfill  an  important  contract  with  a  firm  there.  She  touched  here  and 
was  to  sail  on  the  same  destination  this  morning,  when  I  stopped  her 
until  further  orders.  I  have  not  had  time  to  make  search  or  examina¬ 
tion  respecting  her,  but  shall  do  so  immediately.  On  board  this  vessel 
came  his  Excellency  Governor  Weller,  who  intended  taking  passage 
in  the  Water  Witch  to  Fort  Pickens  and  thence  to  Washington  through 
the  insurrectionary  States,  at  the  same  time  asserting  that  he  had 
important  dispatches  for  the  Government  at  Washington.  1  have 
considered  this  movement  on  the  part  of  this  high  functionary  as 
rather  suspicious,  and  assumed  the  responsibility  of  refusing  him  a 
passage  in  that  direction,  which  I  hope  will  meet  with  the  approbation 
of  the  Department. 

I  find  upon  enquiry  that  though  the  yacht  Wanderer  is  here,  her 
owner  is  now  in  Mississippi.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Craven  has 
communicated  with  the  Department  in  reference  to  this  matter,  and  I 
have  left  it  in  his  hands. 

Application  has  been  made  to  me  by  the  army  officers  and  the  U.  S. 
district  judge  at  this  place  to  allow  the  fishing  boats  to  carry  on  their 
usual  coast  trade.  It  is  represented  that  the  trade  is  limited  to  fresh 
meats,  vegetables,  fish,  etc,,  and  is  carried  on  with  a  few  men  who  are 
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Unionists  along  the  coast.  This  port  is  dependent  on  that  trade  for 
its  supply  of  those  articles.  1  ask  for  instructions  on  this  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mekvine, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

A. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Mississippi, 

Key  West ,  June  7,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  United  States  steamer  under  your 
command,  with  all  practicable  dispatch,  to  the  port  of  Apalachicola, 
off  which  you  will  remain  sufficiently  near  to  prevent  communication 
until  further  orders,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  maintaining 
an  effective  blockade  of  that  port  against  the  entrance  and  egress  of 
all  vessels,  excepting  vessels  of  war  of  those  nations  in  amity  with  the 
United  States. 

You  will  only  notify  neutrals  of  the  declaration  of  blockade,  and 
give  to  the  annexed  declaration  of  blockade  all  the  publicity  in  your 
power. 

No  American  coasting  vessels  are  to  be  allowed  to  enter  or  depart 
from  said  port  from  the  time  of  your  arrival  on  the  station.  The 
blockade  will  not  be  complete  as  to  foreign  or  neutral  vessels  until 
you  shall  have  been  on  the  station  fifteen  days.  To  such  vessels 
already  in  port  you  will  allow  a  reasonable  number  of  daj^s  to  leave. 
You  will  warn  off  all  neutral  or  foreign  vessels  attempting  to  enter 
said  port,  unless  they  shall  have  previously  received  from  one  of  the 
blockading  squadron  a  special  notification  of  the  existence  of  the 
blockade,  and  endorse  the  warning  upon  their  muster  rolls,  with  a 
statement  of  the  time  and  date  of  the  warning,  together  with  the 
latitude  and  longitude. 

If  any  such  vessel  shall,  after  such  warning,  cither  by  yourself  or 
any  of  the  blockading  squadron,  make  a  second  attempt  to  enter,  or  be 
found  hovering  about  in  the  vicinity,  then,  and  in  no  other  case,  it 
will  be  a  good  and  lawful  prize,  which  you  will  capture  and  send  to 
the  nearest  Northern  port  for  adjudication,  together  with  “all  the 
papers  and  writing  found  on  board,”  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  article  7  of  an  “act  for  the  better  government  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States”  (Naval  Register,  page  112). 

Should  there  be  an  occasional  temporary  absence  of  your  vessel 
from  your  station,  produced  by  accident,  as  in  the  case  of  a  storm, 
this  does  not  suspend  the  legal  operation  of  the  blockade.  The  law 
considers  an  attempt  to  take  advantage  of  such  an  accidental  removal 
a  fraudulent  attempt  to  break  the  blockade.  This  is  the  only  excep¬ 
tion  to  the  necessity  of  the  actual  presence  of  the  blockading  force  to 
constitute  a  legal  blockade. 

All  open  letters  from  shippers  (and  you  will  receive  no  others) 
which  contain  nothing  detrimental  to  the  public  interest  should  be 
forwarded  to  their  destination  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  late  naval  officers,  who  have  resigned 
and  are  in  the  insurrectionary  States,  will  remain  inactive.  Great 
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vigilance  and  caution  will  therefore  be  required  to  guard  against  a  sur¬ 
prise,  especially  at  night. 

Enclosed  please  find  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  to  Captain  Hudson,  which  is  to  be  deemed  incorporated  into 
these  orders  and  is  to  serve  for  your  guidance  in  the  circumstances 
therein  contemplated. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  Mervine, 
Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Commander  T.  Darrah  Shaw, 

Commanding  Steamer  Montgomery . 

Declaration  of  blockade. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Mississippi, 

June  7,  1861. 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern : 

I,  William  Mervine,  flag-officer,  commanding  the  United  States 
naval  forces  composing  the  Gulf  Squadron,  give  notice  that  by  virtue 
of  the  authority  and  power  in  me  vested,  and  in  pursuance  of  the 
proclamations  of  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
promulgated  under  date  of  April  19  and  27,  1861,  respectively,  that 
an  effective  blockade  of  the  port  of  Apalachicola,  Fla.,  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  and  will  be  rigidly  enforced  and  maintained  against  all  vessels 
(public  armed  vessels  of  foreign  powers  alone  excepted)  which  shall 
attempt  to  enter  or  depart  from  said  port. 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


B. 

Circular.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Mississippi, 

May  22, 1861. 

Having  been  appointed  by  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to  command  the  United  States  naval  forces  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
destined  to  establish  and  maintain  an  effective  blockade  of  all  the  ports 
south  of  Key  West  to  the  Rio  Grande,  I  deem  it  a  proper  and  fitting 
occasion,  upon  assuming  that  command — considering  the  unhappy 
state  into  which  our  beloved  country  has  been  precipitated  by  the 
unhallowed  machinations  of  a  comparatively  few1  disaffected  political 
aspirants,  who  have  labored  for  years  to  instill  into  the  minds  of  their 
fellow-citizens  the  baneful  principles  by  which  they  have  been  gov¬ 
erned — to  admonish  the  officers  and  men  attached  to  the  squadron  of 
the  great  necessity  that  exists  for  prompt  and  energetic  action,  untir¬ 
ing  vigilance,  and  devotion  to  duty  by  every  officer  and  man,  upon 
every  one  of  whom,  in  his  appropriate  sphere,  depends,  in  some  meas¬ 
ure,  whether  the  exertions  now  being  put  forth  by  the  Government  to 
crush  the  hydra  of  secession  shall  result  in  a  short  or  a  long  struggle 
and  whether  the  integrity  of  the  United  States  shall  be  maintained. 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Eagle ,  O.  S.  Navy , 

commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Santee ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  Gulf 

Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  June  8. 1861. 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  frigate  Santee ,  under  your  command,  is  to  form  a 
part  of  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Flag-Officer  William  Mervine. 
When  she  shall  he  in  all  respects  ready  for  sea,  you  will  proceed  with 
her  to  the  Gulf  and  report  accordingly. 

On  your  way  you  will  run  into  Hampton  Roads  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  a  supply  of  shells  for  the  Santee  and  also  for  the  Marion ,  to 
be  sent  from  W  ashington. 

It  is  desirable  that  you  should  keep  near  the  coast,  with  the  view  of 
communicating  with  the  naval  forces  oil'  the  blockaded  ports. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  a  muster  roll  of  the  San¬ 
tee  and  a  separate  list  of  her  officers. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  Henry  Eagle, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  Santee ,  Portsmouth ,  N.  II. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Bailey ,  11.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Colorado ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  Gulf 
Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  June  8, 1861. 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  frigate  Colorado ,  under  your  command,  is  to  be  the 
flagship  of  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  she 
is  in  all  respects  ready  for  sea,  you  will  proceed  with  her  to  the  Gulf 
and  report  to  Flag-Officer  William  Mervine. 

It  is  desirable  that  you  should  keep  near  the  coast  on  the  way  down 
and  communicate  with  the  naval  force  off  the  blockaded  ports. 

You  will  transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  a  muster  roll  of 
the  crew  of  the  Colorado  and  a  separate  list  of  her  officers. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Colorado ,  Boston. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Porter ,  U.  S  Navy ,  advising,  the  restriction  of 
vessels  sailing  from  blockaded  ports  under  provisional  registers. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Powhatan, 
Southivest  Pass ,  Mississippi  River ,  June  — ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  a  matter  connected  with 
the  blockade  of  New  Orleans,  about  which  I  have  received  no  instruc¬ 
tions  and  of  which  (I  am  of  opinion)  the  Government  is  not  advised. 
Vessels  of  various  kinds,  commanded  by  Americans,  with  American 
crews,  leave  this  port  with  provisional  registers  to  last  six  months,  or 
until  they  can  arrive  at  an  English  port  where  there  is  a  registrar; 
these  are  all  bona  fide  American  vessels  and  owned  in  New  Orleans. 

The  English  consul,  who  has  visited  the  ship,  asserts  that  the  trans¬ 
action  is  a  proper  one  and  that  the  English  Government  is  responsible 
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for  his  act.  Under  the  circumstances  vessels  so  registered  are  allowed 
to  pass  out  during  the  lime  allowed  neutrals  to  depart,  but  it  appears 
to  me  that  this  arrangement  is  liable  to  great  abuse.  If  we  allow  ves¬ 
sels  with  provisional  registers  to  depart  in  one  instance,  we  must  in  all, 
though  I  should  take  the  responsibility  of  sending  north  any  vessel  of 
a  suspicious  character  coming  out  of  New  Orleans,  no  matter  what  kind 
of  papers  she  might  have.  It  would  no  doubt  be  a  relief  to  all  com¬ 
manding  officers  to  be  instructed  on  this  point. 

1  communicate  direct  with  the  Department,  owing  to  a  good  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  write,  and  there  being  no  likelihood  of  an}7  superior  officer 
coming  to  this  point  for  some  time.  I  was  ordered  here  by  Captain 
McKean  to  blockade  this  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 

In  a  short  time  I  shall  be  without  coal.  I  have  not  enough  on  hand 
now  to  allow  me  to  leave  my  anchorage  and  chase  vessels  or  go  as  far 
as  Barataria  Bay,  where  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  the  secession¬ 
ists  are  carrying  on  an  active  commerce. 

There  are  five  vessels  now  fitting  out  at  New  Orleans  and  are  nearly 
ready  for  sea:  The  St.  Philip  ( Star  of  the  West),  to  be  armed  with  2 
68-pounders  and  4  32-pounders;  the  Sumter  (a  steamer),  with  1  68- 
pounder  and  2  32-pounders;  the  McRae ,  formerly  Marquis  de  la 
llabana ,  1  68-pounder  and  2  32-pounders;  the  Washington  and  McClel¬ 
lan  (formerly  revenue  cutters),  batteries  not  known. 

Commander  Raphael  Semmes,  formerly  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  commands 
the  Sumter ,  and  Commander  Thomas  B.  Huger,  formerly  a  lieutenant 
in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  commands  the  McRae.  The  officers  were  all 
formerly  in  the  U.  S.  Navy. 

The  vessels  can  not  get  out  of  this  pass,  as  our  broadside  completely 
commands  the  channels,  but  they  can  get  out  of  two  other  passes 
where  there  is  no  vessel  blockading. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sea'etccry  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Seizure  of  the  British  ship  Perthshirey  June  9,  1861. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  copies  of 

reports  of  commanding  officers. 

Navy  Department,  October  21h  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  19th  instant,  and  enclosures,  and  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a 
report  of  Captain  William  W.  McKean,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Niagara, 
;md  a  copy  of  a  report  of  Commander  Melancton  Smith,  which  con¬ 
tain  such  information  as  the  Department  possesses  in  relation  to  the 
seizure  of  the  British  ship  Perthshire  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 
and  her  subsequent  release,  by  order  of  Captain  McKean. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

XT  TXT  xx  n  Gideon  Welles. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Report  of  Captain  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Niagara. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Niagara, 

Off  Southwest  Pass  of  Mississippi,  September  19 ,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  17th  instant,  with  the  accompany¬ 
ing-  document,  was  received  on  the  18th  instant. 

The  English  ship  Perthshire ,  Captain  James  Oates,  left  the  harbor 
of  Mobile  on  the,  30th  of  June,  1861,  and  was  boarded  by  Lieutenant 
Spicer,  from  this  ship,  and  passed  by  my  order,  the  fifteen  days 
allowed  by  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
for  neutral  vessels  to  depart  not  having  expired. 

1  am  under  the  impression  that  no  endorsement  was  made  upon  her 
register,  as  I  did  not  consider  it  necessary. 

I  arrived  off  Fort  Pickens  in  the  Niagara  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  12th  of  June,  1861.  A  large  ship,  which  proved  to  be  the  Perth¬ 
shire,  had  just  anchored. 

Immediately  after  the  Niagara  had  come  to  anchor,  Commander  M. 
Smith,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts ,  came  on  board  and  reported 
having  captured  the  Perthshire  in  latitude  27  27'  [N.]  and  longitude 
85°  31'  [W  ] 

I  stated  to  Commander  Smith  that  the  Perthshire  had  left  Mobile 
within  the  time  allowed  by  the  President’s  proclamation;  that  I  con¬ 
sidered  the  capture  illegal,  as,  by  order  of  the  Department,  no  neutral 
vessel,  not  having  on  board  contraband  of  war,  was  to  be  detained  oi 
captured,  unless  attempting  to  leave  or  enter  a  blockaded  port  after 
the  notification  of  blockade  had  been  endorsed  on  her  register.  1 
therefore  directed  him  to  release  the  Perthshire  and  to  replace  such 
provisions  and  stores  as  might  have  been  used  by  the  prize  crew. 

She  was  accordingly  released  and  immediately  got  underway,  Com¬ 
mander  Smith  having  reported  to  me  that  he  had  not  only  replaced 
such  provisions  as  had  been  used,  but  had  also  supplied  her  with  water. 

I  subsequently  received  from  Captain  Adams  the  report  of  Com¬ 
mander  Smith,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted.  It  bears  no 

dcit-G. 

As  I  was  in  hourly, expectation  of  your  arrival  from  Key  West,  I 
had  fully  intended  reporting  the  circumstances  to  you,  but  it  escaped 

my  memory.  i 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

Off  Pensacola,  Fla.,  [June  10,  1861.] 

Sir-  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  9th  instant,  in  latitude  27°  27  and 
longitude  85°  31',  I  boarded  and  seized  as  a  prize  the  English  ship 
Perthshire,  from  Mobile,  bound  to  Liverpool  with  a  cargo  of  2,240 
bales  of  cotton,  said  ship  having  been  boarded  by  one  of  the  blockading 
fleet  off  Pensacola,  May  13,  and  warned  not  to  enter  the  harbor 

Two  officers  and  29  men  were  placed  on  board  the  prize  and  Mr. 
William  R.  Clark,  acting  master,  was  directed  to  proceed  with  all 
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possible  dispatch  and  report  to  the  senior  commanding'  officer  of  the 
Gulf  Squadron  for  instructions. 

In  addition  to  the  above  I  boarded  ship  Tauten ,  from  Mobile,  ship 
Carl  and  bark  Mary ,  from  New  Orleans,  all  loaded  with  cotton  and 
with  registers  endorsed.  Also  ship  Bramley  Moore ,  from  New  Orleans, 
register  not  endorsed,  but  allowed  her  to  proceed  upon  her  voyage  as 
the  time  granted  vessels  to  clear  according  to  the  notification  of  the 
blockade  had  not  expired. 

Very  respectfully,  Melancton  Smith, 

Commander. 

Commanding  Officer  Gulf  Squadron, 

Pensacola. 

[Endorsement.] 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine,  June  10,  1861. 

At  the  time  the  Perthshire  was  boarded  from  this  ship  and  ordered 
off  from  Pensacola,  there  was  no  blockade  of  Mobile  or  the  Mississippi 
River. 

H.  A.  Adams, 

_  Captain. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stating  that  the  seizure 

was  unjustifiable. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  October  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  British  ship  Perthshire ,  detained  by 
the  commander  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts.  As  that  detention  can 
not,  in  1113''  judgment,  be  justified,  the  claim  of  the  owners  will  have  to 
be  paid.  This  Department  will  accordingly  make  application  to  Con¬ 
gress  for  that  purpose.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  it  is  desirable  that 
such  mistakes  should  not  be  repeated,  the  expediency  of  making 
Commander  Melancton  Smith  sensible  of  his  error  is  submitted  to 
your  consideration. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  fiom  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  requesting  informa¬ 
tion,  in  response  to  the  request  of  the  British  minister. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  October  19 ,  1861. 

.  knt:  1  transmit  herewith  a  copy  [of]  a  note  from  the  British  min¬ 
ister,  of  the  11th  instant,  and  of  its  accompaniment,  respecting  an 
alleged  interference  with  the  British  ship  Perthshire  by  vessels  of  the 
United  States  blockading  squadron. 

X  will  thank  you  to  furnish  me  with  such  information  upon  the 
subject  as  will  enable  me  to  reply  to  the  note  of  Lord  Lyons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

TT  William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  V  elles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Letter  from  the  British  minister  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

British  Legation, 
Washington ,  D.  C. ,  October  11 ,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  memorial 
addressed  to  Earl  Russell,  her  Majesty’s  principal  secretary  of  state 
for  foreign  affairs,  by  Mr.  William  Gray,  owner  of  the  British  ship 
Perthshire ,  which  appears  to  have  been  interfered  with  by  United 
States  ships  of  war.  1  am  directed  by  Lord  Russell  to  ask  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States  for  an  explanation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  3rour  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

Lyons. 

Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  etc. 


Complaint  of  William  Gray,  owner  of  the  seized  vessel. 

Hartlepool,  August  £ 8 ,  1861. 

My  Lord:  I  take  the  liberty  of  directing  your  lordship’s  attention, 
in  your  official  capacity  as  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  to  the 
following  facts  connected  with  the  seizure  and  detention,  by  a  United 
States  steamship,  of  the  ship  Perthshire ,  of  the  port  of  Hartlepool, 
whilst  engaged  in  lawful  commerce  upon  the  high  seas,  and  to  request 
that  your  lordship  will,  through  the  British  ambassador  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  bring  the  case  before  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and 
demand  compensation  for  the  loss  I  have  sustained  by  the  detention  of 
my  ship,  and  which  loss  I  estimate  at  the  sum  of  £200,  besides  render¬ 
ing  void  all  insurances  effected  upon  the  ship,  her  cargo,  and  freight 
(of  the  gross  value  of  £40,000)  by  compelling  the  ship  to  deviate 
from  her  voyage. 

The  Perthshire ,  a  ship  of  810  tons  register,  was  chartered  by  a  mer¬ 
chant  in  Liverpool,  in  March  last,  to  proceed  in  ballast  from  Grimsby 
to  Pensacola,  and  there  load  a  cargo  of  timber  for  the  United  King¬ 
dom;  the  charterer,  however,  having  the  option,  through  his  agent 
at  Pensacola,  of  ordering  the  ship  to  Mobile  to  load  cotton  for  Liver¬ 
pool,  at  a  lump  sum  of  £2,300. 

The  ship  sailed  from  Grimsby  in  March  last,  and  on  the  13th  of 
May  was  making  for  the  harbor  of  Pensacola,  when  she  was  ordered 
to  heave  to  by  the  commander  of  the  United  States  steamship  Niagara. 
She  was  boarded  by  Lieutenant  Brown,  boarding  officer,  who  informed 
Captain  Oates,  of  the  Perthshire ,  that  Pensacola  was  blockaded,  and 
endorsed  the  vessel’s  register  as  follows: 

Boarded  by  the  United  States  squadron  May  13, 1861,  and  warned  not  to  enter  the 
harbor  of  Pensacola. 

George  Brown, 

Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy,  Boarding  Officer. 

In  reply  to  the  enquiry  of  Captain  Oates,  the  lieutenant  informed 
him  that  Mobile  was  not  blockaded.  The  ship  then  proceeded  to 
Mobile,  where  she  arrived  on  the  14th  of  May.  Mobile  was  not  block¬ 
aded  until  May  26.  At  Mobile  the  Perthshire  loaded  a  cargo  of  cotton 
for  Liverpool  and  proceeded  to  sea  on  May  31.  Outside  the  port  she 
was  again  boarded- by  the  boarding  officer  of  the  United  States  steam¬ 
ship  Niagara ,  who  examined  her  clearances,  expressed  himself  satisfied 
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with  them,  and  said  the  ship  might  proceed  on  her  voyage.  She  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  light  and  variable  winds  until  the  9th  of  .Tune,  when  she 
was  boarded  by  the  boarding  officer  of  the  l  nited  States  ship  iALassa- 
chusetts,  who,  after  communication  with  his  ship,  sent  a  prize  crew  of 
29  men  and  2  officers  on  board  the  Perthshire ,  who  took  possession  of 
the  ship  and  all  the  captain’s  papers,  hauled  down  the  British  flag  and 
hoisted  the  United  States  flag.  They  altered  the  course  of  the  ship 
and  took  her  back  toward  Pensacola,  off  which  place,  on  the  12th  of 
June,  after  sailing  about  200  miles  back,  they  fell  in  with  the  United 
States  squadron,  the  commander  of  which  ordered  the  Perthshire's 
release,  without,  however,  making  any  compensation  for  the  detention 
to  which  she  had  been  subjected,  nor  for  the  ship’s  stores,  consisting 
of  tea,  coffee,  and  sugar,  used  by  the  prize  crew  whilst  on  board  the 
Perthshire. 

On  this  ship  being  released,  the  captain’s  papers  were  returned  to 
him,  and  his  clearance  endorsed  as  follows: 

Boarded  June  9, 1861,  by  the  United  States  steamship  Massachusetts;  detained  under 
note  159,  page  339,  Vattel’s  Law  of  Nations;  liberated  by  commanding  officer  of  the 
Gulf  Squadron  June  12,  1861. 

This  endorsement  was  without  any  signature. 

A  paper  was  given  to  the  captain  of  the  Perthshire  in  which  was 
written,  also  without  signature,  as  follows: 

Vattel’s  Law  of  Nations.  Sir  Walter  Scott’s  opinion.  Note  159,  page  339,  article  3. 
Things  to  be  proved: 

1 .  The  existence  of  a  blockade. 

2.  The  knowledge  of  the  party  supposed  to  have  offended. 

3.  Some  act  of  violation. 


Such,  my  lord,  is  a  plain,  unvarnished  statement  of  the  facts  con¬ 
nected  with  this  extraordinary  seizure  and  detention.  The  ship  hav¬ 
ing  reached  her  destination  safely  prevents  a  discussion  as  to  liability 
in  the  event  of  loss  after  the  deviation  in  the  voyage,  but  which  the 
Liverpool  underwriters  say  they  would  have  been  exempted  from  had 
such  taken  place. 

The  ground  upon  which  I  base  my  claim  for  =£200  is  as  follows:  The 
ship  had  been  nine  days  at  sea  when  she  was  seized.  She  was  taken 
back  almost  to  the  place  from  which  she  first  started,  and  three  days 
after  that  (or  twelve  days  from  leaving  Mobile)  she  was  as  far  from 
Liverpool  as  on  the  31st  of  May,  when  she  sailed  from  Mobile.  Her 
freight  was  about  <£550  per  month,  or  twelve  days  at  that  rate  is  about 
the  sum  I  claim. 

The  case  of  the  Perthshire ,  my  lord,  has  been  commented  upon  by 
all  the  leading  journals  in  Great  Britain,  and  without  exception  they 
pronounce  it  a  case  in  which  our  Government  ought  to  make  a  demand 
for  damages.  1  venture  to  hope,  therefore,  that  your  lordship  will 
take  such  steps  with  regard  to  this  matter  as  will  prevent  a  repetition 
of  improper  interference  with  British  ships  and  at  the  same  time 
obtain  for  me  the  reasonable  and  fair  compensation  I  claim. 

1  have,  etc., 


William  Gray, 

Owner  of  the  Ship  Perthshire. 


Bight  Hon.  Earl  Bussell,  etc. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Smith,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the 
U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts,  stating  that  the  seizure  was  unjustifiable. 


Navy  Department,  October  29,  1861. 

Sir:  The  seizure  and  detention  of  the  English  ship  Perthshire ,  by 
your  order,  has  been  the  subject  of  complaint  to  the  Department  of 
State  by  her  Majesty’s  minister  at  Washington,  and  a  claim  has  been 
laid  by  the  owners  of  that  vessel  in  the  sum  of  £200. 

From  information  in  the  possession  of  this  Department,  the  follow¬ 
ing  appears  to  be  a  true  statement  in  the  case  of  the  Perthshire: 

She  sailed  from  Grimshaw  [Grimsby]  in  March  last,  in  ballast,  for 
Pensacola,  there  to  load  with  timber  for  the  United  Kingdom,  or  if 
her  agent  in  Pensacola  thought  proper,  he  had  authority  to  send  her 
to  Mobile  for  a  cargo  of  cotton. 

On  the  13th  of  May  she  was  making  the  harbor  of  Pensacola  and 
was  boarded  and  the  following  endorsement  made  on  her  register: 

Boarded  by  the  United  States  squadron  May  13,  1861,  and  warned  not  to  enter 
the  harbor  of  Pensacola. 

Geo.  Brown,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Boarding  Officer. 


The  captain  of  the  Perthshire  states  that,  in  reply  to  an  enquiry,  the 
boarding  officer  informed  him  Mobile  was  not  blockaded;  and  Captain 
Adams  has  endorsed  on  your  report  of  the  capture  that  at  the  time  of 
the  boarding  of  the  Perthshire  off  Pensacola  there  was  no  blockade  of 
Mobile  or  the  Mississippi  River. 

The  Perthshire  continued  her  course  to  Mobile,  arrived  there  May 
14,  loaded  with  a  cargo  of  cotton,  and  proceeded  to  sea  again  May  31, 
for  Liverpool.  The  blockade  of  Mobile  appears  to  have  commenced 
on  or  about  May  25.  Outside  of  the  port  she  was  boarded  by  an 
officer  from  the  Niagara ,  and  passed  by  order  of  Captain  McKean, 
the  fifteen  days  allowed  for  neutral  vessels  to  depart  not  having  expired. 
On  the  9th  of  June,  when  some  hundreds  of  miles  from  Mobile,  she 
fell  in  with  the  Massachusetts,  under  your  command;  a  prize  crewwas 
thrown  into  her  and  she  was  taken  back  to  Pensacola,  where  she  was 
released  by  order  of  Captain  McKean,  he  not  considering  her  seizure 
legal. 

The  grounds  on  which  you  seized  her,  as  stated  in  your  report,  are 
that  she  had  been  “boarded  by  one  of  the  blockading  fleet  off'  Pensa¬ 
cola  and  warned  not  to  enter  the  harbor.” 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  State  having  had  all  the.  papers  in  the 
case  before  him,  says  that'  the  detention  of  the  Perthshire  can  not,  in 
his  judgment,  be  justified,  and  that  the  claim  of  the  owners  will  have 
to  be  paid,  and  that,  accordingly,  an  application  will  be  made  by  him 
to  Congress  for  that  purpose. 

The  Department  communicates  to  you  the  liabilities  to  which  the 
Government  has  been  subjected  by  a  mistake  on  your  part,  in  order 
to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  error;  and  while  it  enjoins  vigilance  at 
all  times,  judgment  and  wise  discretion  must  also  be  exercised. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  1  Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  Melancton  Smith, 

Goradg.  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts ,  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Explanatory  report  of  Commander  Smith,  XT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts. 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

At  Ship  Island ,  December  13 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
October  29,  1861,  in  relation  to  the  seizure  and  detention  of  the  English 
ship  Perthshire  by  my  order,  and  that  it  has  been  the  subject  of  com¬ 
plaint  to  the  Department  of  State  by  her  Majesty’s  minister  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  and  a  claim  for  damages  has  been  laid  by  the  owners  of  that 
vessel  in  the  sum  of  .£200. 

The  facts  in  the  case,  as  stated  in  your  communication,  are  in  all 
respects  correct,  except  that  the  vessel  was  boarded  outside  of  the 
port  of  Mobile  by  an  officer  from  the  U.  S.  steam  frigate  Niagara ,  and 
passed  by  order  of  Captain  William  W.  McKean,  of  which  circum¬ 
stance  there  was  no  official  evidence. 

The  grounds  on  which  the  seizure  was  made  are  not  set  forth  in  my 
report  of  the  transaction,  as  it  was  only  deemed  necessary  at  that  time 
to  show  that  the  vessel  had  been  regularly  boarded  and  warned  off 
by  an  officer  of  the  blockading  squadron. 

On  the  9th  day  of  June  I  boarded  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  seven  ves¬ 
sels,  all  having  their  registers  endorsed  except  the  Perthshire  and 
Bramley  Moore ,  which  last  vessel,  as  I  stated  in  my  report,  was 
allowed  to  proceed  upon  her  voyage,  as  the  time  granted  vessels  to 
depart  from  the  port  of  Mobile  had  not  expired. 

This  is  conclusive  evidence  that  1  was  aware  that  a  notification  had 
been  issued,  and  equally  apparent  that  1  possessed  the  knowledge  that 
any  vessel  seized  before  the  expiration  of  that  notification  would  be 
illegal. 

My  reasons,  therefore,  for  making  the  capture  are  as  follows:  I  was 
informed  at  Key  West  that  the  time  allowed  vessels  to  leave  the  port 
of  Mobile  expired  on  the  27th  day  of  May,  but  feeling  unwilling  to 
be  guided  by  a  report  that  did  not  reach  me  officially  I  communicated 
the  intelligence  to  Flag-Officer  William  Mervine,  who  was  entering 
the  harbor  of  Key  West  as  I  was  leaving  it,  and  requested  definite 
instructions  in  relation  to  captures  in  the  event  of  falling  in  with  ves¬ 
sels  on  my  way  to  my  station.  The  flag-officer,  not  having  assumed 
the  command  of  the  Gulf  Squadron,  was  not,  he  informed  me,  pre¬ 
pared  to  give  me  instructions,  and  that  I  must  be  guided  by  my  own 
judgment  until  my  arrival  at  Fort  Pickens. 

Acting,  therefore,  upon  the  above  information  and  the  evidence 
before  me,  that  the  Perthshire  had  left  on  the  31st  day  of  May,  four 
days  after  the  time  allowed  vessels  to  clear,  I  naturally  inferred  that 
she  had  run  the  blockade. 

Whether  I  was  warranted  under  the  circumstances  in  detaining  the 
vessel  from  the  data  furnished  me  at  Key  West,  and  in  the  absence  of 
the  usual  endorsement  upon  the  Perthshire1  s  register,  1  most  respect¬ 
fully  leave  for  the  Department  to  decide. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 
Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Ilandy ,  TJ.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  ship  Marion ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  Gulf 
Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  June  10 ,  1861. 
Sir:  The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Marion ,  under  your  command,  is  to 
form  a  part  of  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Flag-Officer  William 
Mervine.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  she  is  in  all  respects  ready  for  sea, 
you  will  proceed  with  her  to  the  Gulf  and  report  accordingly. 

It  is  desirable  that  you  should  keep  near  the  coast,  with  the  view  of 
communicating  with  the  naval  force  off  the  blockaded  ports. 

A  supply  of  shells  for  the  Marion  will  be  taken  on  by  the  Santee , 
which  will  touch  at  Hampton  Roads  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  them. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  a  muster  roll  of  the 
Marion  and  a  separate  list  of  her  officers. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles 

Commander  E.  L.  Handy. 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Ship  Marion ,  Portsmouth ,  N.  11. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Mervine ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  copies  of 

correspondence  with  the  commanding  army  officer/'  at  Key  West,  Fla. 

No.  2.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Mississippi, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  June  10,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Lieutenant  Commanding 
J.  H.  Strong,  U.  S.  S.  Mohawk,  from  Pensacola,  arrived  here  this 
morning,  conveying  the  mail  and  dispatches  from  that  place,  under 
orders  to  return  with  the  mail,  etc.,  at  this  place  for  the  forces  at 
Fort  Pickens.  I  have  ordered  him,  after  proceeding  to  Havana  and 
leaving  his  dispatches  with  the  U.  S.  consul  there,  to  return  to  this 
place,  and  after  coaling  to  proceed  to  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  to  blockade 
that  port,  under  general  orders,  a  copy  of  which  was  enclosed  in  my 
communication  of  the  8th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  shall  sail  from  this  port  for 
Fort  Pickens  on  Wednesday  next. 

Nothing  of  importance  has  occurred  since  my  dispatch  of  the  8th 
instant  (No.  1),  save  a  correspondence  with  Brevet  Major  William  H. 
French,  commanding  at  Fort  Taylor.  Coynes  of  his  letters  (marked 
“A”  and  <;C”)  and  of  my  reply  (marked  “B”)  are  enclosed. 

I  have  published  the  declaration  of  blockade  of  this  port,  which  is 
annexed  to  my  general  orders  and  has  been  already  sent  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  (dispatch  No.  1). 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure  A.] 

Headquarters  Troops  at  Key  West,  June  8,  1861. 

Sir:  As  commander  of  United  States  troops  on  this  key,  and  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  administration  of  this  island  of  Key  West  and,  by  con¬ 
sequence,  whatever  matters  which  may  transpire  in  the  haiboi,  I 
desire  to  know  upon  what  authority  standing  orders  relative  to  the 
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arrival  and  departure  of  individuals,  nonresidents  of  this  key,  issued 
from  these  headquarters,  have  been  deviated  from. 

I  claim  the  right  of  cooperation,  at  least,  with  your  arm  of  the 
service,  and  if  a  vessel  has  been  permitted,  armed  or  otherwise,  to 
pass  under  the  guns  of  my  forts,  it  is  because  it  was  deemed  certain 
that  none  of  the  police  orders  1  had  issued  for  this  city  and  harbor 
would  be  deviated  from  without  the  preliminary  courtesy  of  consult¬ 
ing  with  me. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

Wm.  H.  French, 

Brevet  Major ,  etc. 

Captain  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Squadron  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

[Enclosure  B.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Mississippi, 

Key  West,  June  10,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  8th  instant  was  received  Saturday 
evening  last,  too  late  for  a  reply  at  that  time  without  interfering 
with  duties  demanding  my  more  immediate  attention.  You  will 
not,  I  trust,  deem  it  improper  in  me  to  say  in  passing,  that  before 
charging  uie  with  the  violation  of  your  “'standing  orders,”  it  would 
have  been  courtesy,  to  say  the  least,  to  have  furnished  me  with  a  copy 
of  them,  or  have  given  me  some  data  of  information  as  to  your 
action.  The  absence  of  specific  charges  as  to  wherein  I  have  violated 
such  orders,  and  the  tone  of  the  letter  itself,  following  the  friendly 
conversation  we  had  on  my  arrival,  leads  me  to  characterize  your 
communication  as  extraordinary  as  it  was  unexpected.  While  I  dis¬ 
claim  any  right,  purpose,  or  intention  to  interfere  with  your  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  affairs  on  this  island,  I  can  not  see  that  it  follows,  as 
a  logical  inference,  nor  am  1  disposed  to  admit  that  you  have  exclu¬ 
sive  jurisdiction  as  to  all  matters  transpiring  upon  the  waters  about 
the  island.  It  is  true  that  in  the  discharge  of  duties  inseparable  from 
my  position  as  commander  in  chief  of  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 
and  in  pursuance  of  orders  emanating  from  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  I  have  ordered  all  vessels  entering  or  departing  from 
this  port  to  be  boarded,  and  b}^  so  doing  have,  it  appears,  destroyed 
what  I  deem  an  improper  intercourse  carried  on  between  this  place 
and  the  mainland  of  Florida.  You  will  remember  that  in  the  con¬ 
versation  had  between  us  on  board  this  vessel,  in  the  presence  of  your 
officers  and  others  who  accompanied  you,  that  you  and  they  maintained 
that  this  intercourse  was  necessary  for  the  comfort  and  health  of  the 
United  States  forces  stationed  here  and  of  the  residents  on  the 
island.  At  that  time  I  pointed  out  and  endeavored  to  portray  the 
evil  which  must  arise  from  such  an  intercourse;  that  it  was  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  spirit  of  the  blockade,  which  I  was  directed  to  make 
effective;  that  it  was  supplying  the  rebels  with  money  and.  vastly 
more  important,  with  information  as  to  the  movements  of  the  United 
States  forces. 

1  need  not  say  to  }mu,  sir,  that  all  who  reside  on  this  island  have 
not  that  sympathy  with  our  Government  that  we  have,  and  I  must 
confess  that,  with  your  knowledge  of  that  fact,  you  entertain  very 
liberal  views  as  to  the  honesty  of  these  traders  and  as  to  the  fidelity 
with  which  the  police  laws  established  by  you  have  been  observed. 
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Without  charging-  that  these  individuals  have  been  guilty  of  dishonest 
practices,  yet  I  fear  they  would  not  be  found  proof  against  the  temp¬ 
tation  of  a  bribe  under  certain  circumstances. 

I  may  refer  to  a  single  instance  which  will  justify  me  in  the  fore¬ 
going  reflections.  The  captain  of  the  steamer  Salvor,  which  was,  on 
my  arrival  here,  about  to  proceed  to  Tampa  Bay  for  cattle,  but  which 
I  detained,  was  tampered  with  b}^  Captain  Hartstene,  of  the  so-called 
Southern  Navy,  for  the  purchase  of  his  steamer.  She  would  doubt¬ 
less  have  been  seized  or  purchased  had  she  been  permitted  to  depart 
again  for  that  locality.  And  now,  sir,  while  expressing  my  regrets 
for  the  extended  remarks  which  have,  1  conceive,  been  called  forth  by 
a  misconception  of  our  respective  official  duties,  while  no  real  cause 
existed  for  a  difference  of  opinion,  1  will  conclude  by  observing 
that  the  extent  of  my  cooperations  with  you,  if  measured  by  the 
assumptions  of  your  letter,  would  be  narrowed  down  to  a  very  line 
point;  but  be  assured,  sir,  that  nothing  would  give  me  greater  pleasure 
than  a  full,  hearty,  and  harmonious  cooperation  with  you  in  every 
measure  which  is  for  the  best  interest  of  our  beloved  country. 

I  add  for  your  information  an  extract  from  my  general  instructions 
from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

You  will  establish  and  enforce  a  blockade  at  each  and  all  of  the  ports  south  of 
Key  West  to  the  Rio  Grande.  *  *  *  On  you  will  devolve  the  duty  of  blockading 
all  the  ports  south  of  Kev  West.  *  *  *  The  blockade  must  be  strict  and  effectual, 

and  only  public  armed  vessels  of  foreign  powers  should  be  allowed  to  enter  the 
blockaded  ports. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-  Officer,  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Brevet  Major  Wm.  H.  French,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  at  Fort  Taylor,  Key  West,  Fla. 

[Enclosure  C.] 

Headquarters  Troops  at  Key  West,  June  10,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  this  date. 

My  communication  to  you  was  predicated  upon  the  belief  that  the. 
orders  issued  by  myself  in  reference  to  the  arrivals  and  departure  of 
individuals  to  and  from  this  island,  and  to  execute  which  the  senior 
naval  officer  on  this  station  had  always  cooperated,  had  of  course  been 
communicated  to  you  when  you  arrived,  as  is  customary  in  our  arm  of 
the  service. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  no  measure  you  have  thought  proper 
to  adopt  concerning  matters  which  have  their  origin  outside  of  this 
harbor,  or  have  their  origin  here  and  intended  for  prohibited  points, 
meets  the  least  opposition  from  myself.  On  the  contrary,  knowing 
your  views,  I  esteem  it  a  duty  to  cordially  assist  in  carrying  them 
out  by  every  means  in  my  power. 

You  will  therefore  perceive  that  the  impression  conveyed  in  your 
letter  of  this  date  is  based  upon  a  misapprehension. 

A  number  of  persons  had  been  permitted  to  land  from  the  Salvor ; 
some  are  now  on  the  island;  they  were  on  their  way  to  the  mainland, 
but,  being  unable  to  proceed,  they  are  thrown  upon  me  to  dispose  oi 
them;  this  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  do,  and  it  is  obligatory  that  they 
should  be  forbidden  to  land. 
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I  must  take  the  liberty  to  remind  you  that,  in  our  conversation  to 
which  you  alluded,  1  informed  you  that  it  had  been  my  intention  to 
seize  the  Salvor  in  consequence  of  Captain  Hartstene’s  visit  to  Tampa, 
which  was  also  notified  to  the  commander  of  this  department  in  a  com¬ 
munication  to  him  at  Fort  Pickens,  previous  to  your  arrival  and 
knowledge  of  the  facts. 

The  other  party  you  have  named  was  employed  in  the  Government 
service  bringing'  building  materials  to  this  fort,  and  with  which  I  did 
not  think  necessary  to  interfere.  These,  I  presume,  constitute  the 
“liberal  views”  you  are  pleased  to  state  that  1  entertain. 

The  state  of  this  island  is  perfectly  known  to  my  superior  officer, 
who,  in  his  communication  of  the  30th  of  May,  says:  “Your  course, 
marked  by  prudence  and  ability,  meets  his  decided  approbation.  He 
trusts  the  continuance  of  the  same  forbearance  and  consideration  will 
bring  all  the  inhabitants  to  their  duty.”  This  extract  is  made  to 
meet  the  insinuation  which  appears  in  a  portion  of  your  letter.  And 
now  I  desire  to  conclude  by  asserting  that  in  loyalty,  zeal,  and  the 
exercise  of  my  best  abilities  for  the  defense  and  honor  of  our  country, 
its  Constitution,  and  its  flag,  I  will  not  be  placed  behind  anyone,  and 
the  charge  you  seem  to  prefer  is  as  unjust  as  it  is  without  a  basis. 

I  am,  sir,  ver}^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  French, 

Brevet  Major ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Comdg.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Harbor  of  Key  West. 


Order  of  Commander  Shaw ,  U.  S.  Navy \  announcing  the  blockade  of 

Apalachicola ,  Fla. 

Off  Apalachicola,  Fla.,  June  11,  1861. 

I,  T.  Darrah  Shaw,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery ,  now  off 
the  port  of  Apalachicola,  do  hereby  promulgate  the  enclosed  declara¬ 
tion  of  blockade  of  the  said  port,  made  by  William  Mervine,  esq., 
flag-officer,  commanding  U.  S.  blockading  forces  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  under  the  following  terms,  viz: 

No  American  coasting  vessels  are  to  be  allowed  to  enter  or  depart  from  said  port 
from  the  time  of  your  arrival  on  the  station.  All  foreign  or  neutral  vessels  now  in 
the.port  of  Apalachicola  will  be  allowed  ten  days  from  the  11th  of  June,  instant,  for 
their  departure. 

All  mercantile  letters  coming  to  me  unsealed  will  be  forwarded  to 
their  destination  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 

T.  D.  Shaw, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Cliauncey ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  Gulf 
Squadron. 

-  Navy  Department,  June  12,  1861. 

Sir:  The  U.  S.^  S.  Susquehanna ,  under  your  command,  will  form  a 
part  of  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  of  which  Captain  William 
Mervine  is  flag-officer. 
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The  moment  she  is  ready  for  sea  you  will  proceed  with  her  to  the 
Gulf  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Mervine  for  instructions. 

You  will  use  all  dispatch  in  reaching  your  station,  keeping  near  the 
coast  on  the  way  down  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  the 
naval  force  off  the  Atlantic  blockaded  ports. 

Before  sailing  you  will  transmit  to  the  Department  a  muster  roll  of 
the  Susquehanna  and  a  separate  list  of  her  officers. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  John  S.  Chauncey, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Mervine ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general  matters 

at  Key  West.  Fla. 

No.  3.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Mississippi, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  June  12,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  dispatches  from 
the  Department  in  reference  to  the  removal  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Smith 
from  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  the  subsistence  of  pilots,  the  capture  of  prizes, 
the  removal  of  the  Flag  from  my  squadron,  and  as  to  vessels  detained 
in  the  Mississippi  River  by  low  water. 

I  have  dispatched  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  H.  Strong  with  the 
steamer  Mohawk  to  carry  out,  if  possible,  the  wishes  of  the  President 
in  reference  to  Miss  Smith.  He  will  bring  her  to  this  port  and  return 
to  the  blockade  of  St.  Marks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  sir,  that  the  steamer  R.  R.  Cuyler 
arrived  at  this  port  on  the  9th  instant,  and,  I  am  sorry  to  report,  with 
a  case  of  smallpox  on  board.  She  is  anchored  at  some  distance  from 
the  land  and  every  precautionary  measure  has  been  taken.  I  have 
ordered  the  sick  man  on  shore  to  "the  care  of  the  medical  officer  at  the 
hospital. 

The  supernumerary  officers  on  board  that  vessel  have  been  disposed 
of  as  follows:  Acting  Master  E.  S.  Turner  and  Third  Assistant  Engi¬ 
neer  N.  Beach  Clark  are  ordered  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Crusader,  to  wait  the 
arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Colorado,  when  they  will  take  passage  in  her. 
Acting  Master  W.  H.  Latham  and  Third  Assistant  Engineer  John  D. 
Van  Buren,  jr. ,  I  have  ordered  to  report  on  board  the  U .  S.  S.  Mohawk 
for  duty. 

I  have  ordered  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler,  after  coaling  and  ascer¬ 
taining  that  no  more  cases  of  the  smallpox  are  likely  to  occur,  to 
proceed  to  Tampa  Bay,  to  blockade  that  port. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  coal  be  dispatched  by  trans¬ 
ports  direct  to  the  steamers  off  Fort  Pickens,  Mobile,  and  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River.  There  will  be  a  great  saving  of  expense  and  trouble,  in 

my  judgment,  should  this  course  be  adopted. 

1  have  released  the  steamer  Salvor ,  referred  to  ip  a  former  dispatch 
(No.  1),  and  she  is  now  in  the  emplo}^  of  the  United  States  Quarter¬ 
master’s  Department.  I  published  a  declaration  of  the  blockade  of 
this  port,  and  enclose,  marked  “D,”  a  modification  thereof,  which  I 
have  deemed  it  expedient  and  proper  to  make. 
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I  shall  sail  for  Fort  Pickens  to-morrow,  in  all  probability.  .  We 
have  been  detained  one  day  by  the  necessity  of  repairs  to  our  boilers. 
******  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure  D.] 

Flagship  Mississippi, 

Key  West ,  June  10,  1861. 

The  declaration  of  blockade  of  this  port,  made  by  me  on  the  8th 
instant,  is  so  far  relaxed  in  its  terms  as  to  allow  legitimate  trading 
between  this  port  and  the  ports  of  the  loyal  States.  Trading  between 
Key  West,  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  any  of  the  West  India  islands,  so 
long  as  it  is  confined  to  lawful  objects  of  commerce,  may  be  carried 
on  under  such  restrictions  as  may  be  imposed  by  the  naval  commander 
stationed  off  this  port. 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Shaw,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Montgomery,  stating  his  inability  to  protect  both  entrances  to 

Apalachicola,  Fla. 

U.  S.  S.  Montgomery, 

Off  Apalachicola,  Fla.,  June  12.  1861. 

Sir:  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  make  the  following  com¬ 
munication,  in  anticipation  of  your  probable  arrival  off  here,  in  a  day 
or  two,  or  to  dispatch  it  to  }7ou  by  the  first  conveyance.  We  arrived 
off  this  port  yesterday  about  meridian,  and  in  pursuing  our  way  to 
the  main  entrance  of  the  port,  slowly  and  cautiously,  leads  going  (in 
the  absence  of  any  harbor  chart  and  the  removal  of  all  buoys  and 
marks),  we  touched  on  the  northeastern  bank,  but  succeeded  in  getting 
off'  without  damage.  I  keep  myself  in  a  position  to  command  the 
main  entrance,  midway  between  the  two  light-houses,  the  lights  of 
which  are  extinguished. 

This  day  I  embraced  the  first  opportune  offered  to  dispatch  your 
declaration  of  blockade  to  the  citizens  of  Apalachicola,  together  with 
a  communication  from  myself  (a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  enclose, 
marked  “A”),  in  order  to  give  it  the  greatest  publicity,  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  addresses:  The  mayor,  postmaster,  collector  of  customs,  and  the 
commercial  reading  rooms.  After  meridian,  a  pilot  boat,  bearing  a 
flag  of  truce,  hove  to,  near  us.  I  received  on  board  a  pilot  and  three 
gentlemen,  whose  visit  was  to  ascertain  the  object  of  our  arrival  here. 
After  a  general  conversation,  I  requested  the  delivery  of  the  docu¬ 
ments  mentioned  above,  and  handed  them  to  the  master  of  the  pilot 
boat,  who  seemed  to  be  the  prominent  man  of  the  party,  who  promised 
that  they  should  be  faithfully  delivered  as  directed. 

I  would  respectfully  call  the  flag-officer’s  attention  to  the  fact  that 
there  are  two  entrances  to  the  port  of  Apalachicola,  both  of  which  are 
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used,  and  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  command  them  at  the  same 
time,  for  the  reason  that  being  off  one  entrance — the  main  one,  for 
example— a  vessel  might  slip  out  the  middle  one  without  our  knowl¬ 
edge,  owing  to  the  distance  between  the  two,  and  pursue  her  course, 
in  shoal  water,  to  the  westward  without  being  seen,  and  vice  versa. 
My  suspicions,  from  the  conversation  yesterday,  are,  that  any  trade 
that  may  be  canned  on  at  present  will  be  with  vessels  of  very  light 
draft,  that  they  may  run  under  the  land  in  very  shoal  water,  even  out 
of  reach  of  our  guns,  and  I  inferred  from  what  I  heard,  and  my  own 
reflections,  that  a  small  trade  may  be  attempted  with  New  Orleans, 
by  passing  through  the  lakes,  Pontchartrain,  etc.,  and  north  of  the 
Chandeleurs. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  respectfully  suggest  for  your  consid¬ 
eration  the  propriety  of  placing  one  of  your  lightest  draft  steamers  off 
and  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  middle  pass  referred  to,  which  will 
enable  me  more  effectually  to  maintain  the  blockade  off  the  main 
entrance. 

I  hope  it  may  be  your  pleasure  to  allow  the  mail  steamer  running 
to  the  flagship  to  call  off  here,  to  deliver  and  take  our  letters  for  home. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant. 

T.  D.  Shaw, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  ’  the  Navy  to  Commander  Handy,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  ship  Vincennes ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  Gulf 
Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  June  13,  1861. 
Sir:  The  United  States  sloop  of  war  Vincennes ,  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  is  to  form  a  part  of  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  of  which 
Captain  William  Mervine  is  flag-officer. 

As  soon,  therefore,  as  she  shall  be  prepared  for  this  service,  and  in 
all  respects  ready  for  sea,  you  will  proceed  with  her  to  the  Gulf  and 
report  to  Flag-Officer  Mervine  for  duty. 

On  your  way  south  you  will  [keep]  near  the  coast  for  the  purpose  of 
communicating  with  the  naval  force  off  the  Atlantic  blockaded  ports. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew 
of  the  Vincennes  and  a  separate  list  of  her  officers. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  Robert  Handy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes,  Boston. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  seizure  of 
the  schooner  Forest  King,  hi  the  port  of  Key  West,  Fla. 

No.  4.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Mississippi, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  June  If,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been  detained  by 
various  duties,  the  most  important  of  which  has  been  the  seizure  in 
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this  harbor  of  the  schooner  Forest  King ,  of  Massachusetts?],  loaded 
with  coffee.  This  vessel  came  into  this  port  yesterday  afternoon,  and 
being  boarded,  it  was  found  that  she  had  been  notified  of  the  existence 
,  of  the  blockade  and  had  been  warned  not  to  enter  any  port  south  of 
the  Delaware  by  the  boarding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville  off 
Pensacola.  Her  master  gave  as  his  reasons  for  entering  here  that  he 
was  short  of  provisions,  and  had  been  told  by  the  boarding  officer  of 
the  Huntsville  that  this  was  an  open  port.  I  was  satisfied  aftei  an 
examination  of  her  stores  that  this  was  not  the  true  reason.  His 
cargo  was  consigned  to  parties  in  New  Orleans.  J  have  sent  the 
master,  F.  C.  Perry,  his  mates,  and  three  of  his  crew  on  board  the 
U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon  for  passage  to  the  United  States.  The 
remainder  of  his  crew  will  accompany  the  Forest  King  to  New  York, 
whither  I  have  ordered  her  for  adjudication,  sending  all  her  papers  to 
the  United  States  district  judge  at  that  port.  I  detailed  as  her  master, 
from  the  U.  S.  S.  Crusader ,  Acting  Master  E.  S.  Turner  (whom  I 
had  ordered  to  that  vessel,  as  will  appear  hereafter),  with  Oliver  B. 
Warren,  master’s  mate,  and  the  following  men  from  this  vessel  as  his 
crew:  Elijah  Drew,  seaman;  John  Rourk.  landsman;  Peter  Baiter, 
landsman;  Marion  Brocolin,  seaman;  John  Golden,  landsman;  Andrew 
Feeny,  landsman;  W.  H.  Gray,  ordinary  seaman;  John  M.  Laughlin, 
ordinary  seaman.  He  is  ordered  to  proceed  to  New  York,  deliver  the 
papers  to  the  United  States  district  judge,  a  copy  of  his  instructions 
to  the  clerk  of  the  United  States  district  court,  the  vessel  to  the  mar¬ 
shal  of  the  district,  and  report  himself  and  command  to  the  comman¬ 
dant  at  the  navy  yard  in  New  York  for  passage  to  this  squadron,  or 
for  such  other  disposition  of  them  as  may  be  deemed  proper.  I  have 
detached  from  this  vessel  Acting  Midshipman  H.  L.  Johnson  to  supply 
deficiency  of  officers  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Crusader. 

Midshipman  H.  D.  Manley,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn ,  with  a  crew 
of  9  men,  in  charge  of  the  prize  II.  F.  Spearing ,  of  New  Orleans, 
reported  to  me  to-day.  He  will  remain  at  this  port  until  Judge  Mar¬ 
vin  examines  her  papers  and  the  circumstances  of  the  seizure. 

I  have  placed  the  revenue  vessel  J.  Appleton  subject  to  the  orders 
of  Captain  F.  B.  Ellison,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  II.  R.  Cuyler.  He  is 
directed  to  tow  her  to  Tampa  Bay.  fit  her  with  a  proper  armament, 
and  use  her  to  the  best  advantage  in  the  blockading  service. 

I  have  also  detailed  as  her  crew  10  of  the  extra  100  men  on  board 
this  vessel,  and  Midshipman  Adam  C.  Alexander,  attached  to  this 
vessel,  has  been  detached  for  the  same  service. 

I  have  also  detailed  from  our  supernumeraries  8  men  to  be  employed 
on  the  yacht  Wanderer,  and  placed  them  under  the  orders  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  T.  A.  M.  Craven. 

The  two  men  condemned,  as  stated  in  1113^  dispatch  (No.  3),  have 
been  ordered  to  the  steamer  Parkersburg ,  Captain  Hoffman,  for  pas¬ 
sage  to  New  York.  I  regret  to  report  that  a  medical  survey  was 
ordered  on  Lieutenant  Duncan,  of  the  FT.  S.  S.  Crusader ,  which  has 
resulted  in  his  condemnation  as  unfit  for  service,  and  that  but  faint 
hopes  are  entertained  for  his  recovery.  I  ordered  Acting  Master  E. 
S.  Turner  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Craven  to  suppl}r  this 
vacancy. 

I  enclose  herewith,  marked  “F,”  the  report  and  duplicate  of  the 
medical  survey  in  Lieutenant  Duncan’s  case;  also  marked  “A,”  “B,” 
“C,”  “D,”  “E,”  respectively,  lists  of  the  officers  and  crews  entitled 
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to  prize  money,  of  the  following  vessels  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the 
seizure  of  the  Forest  King:  Mississippi ,  Crusader ,  R.  R.  Cuyler , 
Mohawk,  Mount  Vernon. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  JNIervine, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  Key  West ,  requiring  that  every  vessel  sailing  from  that  port 
l)e  f  urnished  with  permit  and  clearance. 

Flagship  Mississippi,  June  1J±,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  require  all  vessels  and  boats  leaving  the  harbor  of 
Key  West  to  obtain  a  clearance  and  permit  from  the  custom-house, 
setting  forth  the  object  of  their  voyage,  except  pilot  boats  on  their 
regular  grounds,  which  permit  must  be  approved  by  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  port,  and  if  any  such  vessel  or  boat  is  found  without  such 
clearance,  they  will  be  dealt  with  as  violating  the  blockade. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-Officer ,  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Chas.  Howe, 

Collector  of  the  Port  of  Key  West. 


delay  in 

u.  s.  s. 


No  5  1  U.  S.  Flagship  Mississippi, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  June  17,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  shall  be  detained  here 
probably  two  or  three  days  longer,  in  consequence  of  the  following 
circumstances: 

This  ship  was  got  underway  on  Saturday  last,  and  while  proceeding 
to  sea  under  charge  of  Christopher  Dunn,  one  of  the  pilots  of  this  port, 
was  run  on  a  shoal  known  as  one  of  the  Triangles.  I  he  favorable 
circumstances  under  which  we  were  proceeding  as  to  wind  and  weather, 
joined  to  the  fact  that  the  same  pilot  recently  ran  the  coal  ship  Charmer 
upon  the  same  shoal,  renders  him  liable  to  the  suspicion  of  design. 
We  lay  in  this  position  some  twelve  hours,  but,  by  discharging  some 
of  our  coal,  provisions,  and  water,  were  enabled  to  float  the  ship  off,  I 
am  happy  to  say,  without  the  reception  of  any  material  injury.  Com¬ 
mander  Glisson,  with  the  steamer  Mount  Vernon,  was  the  first  to  bring 
his  vessel  to  our  assistance.  He  lay  alongside  and  received  what  stores 
we  discharged.  I  am  sorry  to  add  that  his  vessel  was  considerably 
injured  by  chafing  and  thumping  against  this  ship,  not  so  much,  how¬ 
ever,  as  to  prevent  his  proceeding  to  sea.  Much  credit  is  due  him  and 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Craven,  of  the  Crusader ,  for  the  prompt  and 
effective  assistance  they  rendered. 
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It  is  a  matter  of  surprise  that  this  shoal  has  never  been  marked  by  a 
buoy.  I  trust  that  our  misfortune  will  call  the  attention  of  the  proper 
authority  to  the  subject. 

In  order  to  blockade  effectively  the  entire  ports  and  inlets  on  this 
coast  and  the  Gulf,  more  vessels  than  are  at  present  under  my  com¬ 
mand  are  required.  Small  steamers,  or  fast  sailing-  vessels,  drawing 
not  more  than  6  feet  of  water,  would  be  most  effective  to  cut  off  the 
intercourse  and  trade  carried  on  between  the  smaller  and  larger  ports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Mervine ,  U.  S. 

Navy,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  reported  forwarding 

of  specie  to  Havana  for  the  purchase  of  munitions  of  tear. 

Navy  Department,  June  18,  1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  addressed  to  the 
Department  by  Charles  W.  Sanford,  esq.,  dated  this  day,  in  relation 
to  the  pilot  boat  Samuel  Houston,  which,  it  is  said,  is  about  to  sail  from 
Galveston,  Tex.,  for  Havana,  with  $100,000  in  specie,  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  arms  and  munitions  of  war. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine. 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

Washington,  June  18,  1861. 

Sir:  I,  last  evening,  received  a  communication  from  a  source  upon 
which  1  can  implicitly  rely,  that  the  pilot  boat  Samuel  Houston,  for¬ 
merly  belonging  to  our  service,  but  now  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  in 
Texas,  was  about  to  sail  from  Galveston,  Tex.,  for  Havana,  with 
$100,000  in  specie,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  arms  and  munitions 
of  war. 

1  trust  that  this  communication  may  be  in  time  to  intercept  her,  as 
the  property  of  this  Government,  at  Havana. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  W.  Sanford. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Brown,  U.  S.  Army ,  commanding  Department  of 
Florida,  to  Captain  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  cooperation  in 
the  defense  of  Fort  Pickens. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens,  June  18,  1861. 

Captain:  On  the  25th  of  May,  on  your  first  arrival  at  this  port,  I 
sent  you  a  copy  of  the  following  document,  the  original  of  which  was 
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offered  to  your  perusal  by  the  assistant  adjutant- general  of  this 
department: 

Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  April  1,  1861. 

All  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  to  whom  this  order  may  be  exhibited  will  aid 
by  every  means  in  their  power  the  expedition  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Harvey 
Brown,  supplying  him  with  men  and  material  and  cooperating  with  him  as  he  may 
desire. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

The  expedition  alluded  to  is  the  one  in  which  I  am  now  engaged  and 
which,  in  the  words  of  my  instructions,  is  “to  reinforce  and  hold 
Fort  Pickens,  in  the  harbor  of  Pensacola.” 

Having  made  requisitions  on  you  for  aid,  which  have  not  been 
complied  with,  I  very  respectfully  request  that  you  will  inform  me 
whether  you  consider  the  foregoing  instructions  of  the  President 
obligatory  on  you,  and  if  you  do,  whether  you  are,  or  I  am,  to  be  the 
judge  of  the  necessity  of  the  required  aid. 

I  am,  captain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Harvey  Brown, 

Colonel ,  Commanding. 

Captain  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  off  Pensacola. 


Letter  from  Captain  McKean ,  II.  8.  Navy ,  to  Colonel Brown ,  TJ.  8. 

Army ,  commanding  Department  of  Florida ,  requesting  instructions 

as  to  measures  of  cooperation  in  holding  Fort  Pickens. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  June  18, 1861. 

Colonel:  The  communication  of  this  date,  which  I  have  had  the 
honor  to  receive  from  you,  has  caused  me  no  little  surprise. 

In  it  you  state  that  you  have  made  requisitions  upon  me  for  aid, 
which  have  not  been  complied  with.  May  I  ask  the  favor  of  being 
informed  what  those  requisitions  are,  and  when,  and  how  made,  as  1 
am  ignorant  of  them. 

You  enquire  whether  I  consider  the  instructions  of  the  President 
obligatory  on  me;  and,  if  i  do,  whether  I  am,  or  you  are,  to  be  the 
judge  of  the  necessity  of  the  required  aid. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  I  do  consider  the  instructions  of  the 
President  obligatory,  unless  I  should  receive  orders  of  later  date  from 
the  Navy  Department  than  the  letter  of  the  President,  as  it  is  to  be 
inferred  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  cognizant  of  the  order  of 
the  President.  I  would  here  observe  that  I  am  not  only  willing,  but 
anxious  to  render  all  the  aid  in  my  power.  I  desire,  however,  that  all 
applications  for  aid  may  be  made  in  writing. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  request  that  you  wdl  inform 
me  in  what  position  this  ship  can  be  placed  in  order  to  render  the  most 
efficient  aid,  in  case  of  an  attack  on  Fort  Pickens. 

am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Captain. 

Colonel  Harvey  Brown, 

Commanding  Department  of  Florida,  Fort  Pickens. 
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Letter  from  Colonel  JBrown ,  IT.  S.  Army ,  to  Cajptain  McKean,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  malting  definite  statement  of  cooperative  action  desired  in  con¬ 
nection  with  Fort  Pickens. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens ,  June  19 ,  1861. 

Captain:  Your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date  was  duly  received. 

In  answer  to  enquiries  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  same  date,  you 
say: 

In  reply,  1  have  to  state  that  I  do  consider  the  instructions  of  the  President  obli¬ 
gatory,  unless  I  should  receive  orders  of  a  later  date  from  the  Navy  Department  than 
the  letter  of  the  President,  as  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is 
cognizant  of  the  order  of  the  President. 

I  am  happy  to  learn  that  you  do  now  consider  the  instructions  of 
the  President  obligatory,  and  although  it  may  be  a  question  whether 
even  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy’s  order  will  supersede  that  of  the 
President,  unless  expressly  so  worded,  yet  it  will  be  time  enough  to 
raise  this  question  when  the  contingency  happens;  the  order,  of  which 
I  sent  you  a  copy,  was  signed  in  my  presence  and  delivered  to  me  by 
the  President,  and  I  happen  to  know  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
was  not  cognizant  of  it. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  to  be  informed  what  those  requisi¬ 
tions  for  aid  were,  and  where  and  how  made  by  me,  which  have  not 
been  complied  with  b}^  you,  I  have  to  say  that  I  consider  the  with¬ 
drawing  necessaiy  aid  against  my  solemn  protest  and  the  representa¬ 
tions  of  the  chief  engineer  of  this  department,  as  being  a  noncompli¬ 
ance  with  my  requisitions,  certainly  as  a  noncompliance  with  ni3T 
expressed  wishes. 

On  your  arrival  here  I  received  a  notice  of  it  from  a  third  person, 
and  that  you  had  given  orders  to  send  away  the  Brooklyn  and  Pow¬ 
hatan.  1  immediately  wrote  you  a  letter,  in  which  having  stated  the 
reasons  why,  in  my  Judgment,  the  safety  of  this  fort  required  their 
continuance  here,  and  having  enclosed  a  letter  containing  the  opinion 
of  the  chief  engineer  to  the  same  purpose,  I  wrote: 

I  therefore  enter  my  solemn  protest  against  the  removal,  at  this  time,  of  any  of  the 
steamships  from  this  harbor,  the  safety  and  preservation  of  the  fort  imperiously 
demanding  their  continuance  here. 

They  both  sailed  the  same  day. 

The  next  day,  the  26th,  1  received  your  letter  informing  me  of  the 
arrival  of  the  Huntsville ,  and  that  the  St.  Louis  might  be  looked  for 
hourly,  and  asking  me  if  I  did  not  think  that  the  Sabine  and  these 
vessels  would  be  a  sufficient  force  to  prevent  a  landing  of  the  rebels 
on  the  island,  and  expressing  your  anxiety  to  proceed  to  Mobile.  In 
answer  to  which  I  wrote  you  on  the  27th,  and  after  alluding  to  the 
inefficiency  of  sail  ships,  I  said: 

Yet,  appreciating  the  importance  of  blockading  Mobile  and  capturing  the  vessel,  I 
will  interpose  no  further  objections  to  the  departure  of  the  Niagara  after  the  arrival 
of  the  St.  Louis,  provided  the  Mohawk  is  permitted  to  continue  to  guard  the  North 
Pass,  which  I  consider  of  great  importance,  and  that  the  Wyandotte  and  Water  Witch 
continue  here,  with  the  Huntsville,  to  enforce  the  blockade  and  protect  the  island. 

I  take  no  notice  of  our  personal  interview  because  a  difference  of 
opinion  might  exist  as  to  its  purport. 

The  Niagara  and  Water  Witch  sailed  the  next  day ;  the  St.  Louis 
did  not  arrive  until  the  2d  June.  The  Wyandotte  was  not  here.  The 
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Mohawk  was  at  the  North  Pass,  and  thus,  in  the  face  of  my  earnest 

J.  i  *  J-  *  1.  .  1 I  -i-h  SI  7.  4-  t-ll  A 


representations,  this  place  was  left  with  only  the 
island  [Santa  Rosa]  and  the  Huntsville  to  enforce 


Sabine  to  guard  the 

_ _.je  the  blockade.  It  is 

true  that  no  landing,  as  was  then  strongly  apprehended,  was  made  by 
the  rebels,  but  this  is  no  evidence  of  the  prudence  of  leaving  the 
island  so  unprotected. 

I  deem  the  patrolling  the  shores  of  the  inner  harbor  at  night  as  a 
necessary  precautionary  measure,  and  Captain  Adams  placed  at  my 
disposal  for  this  purpose  a  boat  with  two  crews;  when  he  left,  he  with¬ 
drew  them  and  1  made  repeated  verbal  applications  through  your 
officers  sent  by  you  to  me  to  have  them  replaced,  and  received  a  verbal 
answer  from  one  that  he  was  directed  by  you  to  say  that  you  would 
submit  my  request  to  the  flag-officer  on  liis  arrival.  I  have  conse¬ 
quently  not  been  able  to  have  a  boat  patrol,  which  has  not  before  been 
omitted  and  which  common  prudence  would  seem  to  demand. 

I  do  not  desire  to  be  unreasonable  in  my  requests,  and  1  certainly  am 
not  insensible  to  the  benefits  my  command  has  received  from  the  Navy. 
I  shall  only  ask  for  what  I  consider  to  be  necessary,  and  which,  under 
the  instructions  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,.  I  have  a  right 
to  ask,  and  as  you  desire  it,  my  requests  shall  be  in  writing. 

Mv  command  is  a  responsible  one,  not  only  in  itself,  and  in  its 
peculiar  position,  but  particularly  in  a  national  aspect;  the  honor  of 
the  nation  being  interested  in  the  preservation  of  this  fort,  after  the 
fall  of  Sumter,  and  hence,  as  I  suppose,  the  anxiety  of  the  President 
and  the  unusual  power  vested  in  me  by  him  to  call  on  the  Navy  for 
such  aid  as  1  deemed  necessary.  .  .  . 

In  compliance  with  your  wish,  I  now  respectfully  request  in  writing: 

1st.  That  you  will" place  your  vessels,  not  otherwise  engaged  in 
enforcing  the  blockade,  in  such  a  position  near  your  present  anchorage 
as,  in  your  judgment,  may  prevent  a  landing  of  the  enemy  on  the 
island. 

2d.  That  you  will  keep  a  small  steamer,  as  now,  at  the  northeast 
end  of  the  island  to  guard  that  entrance. 

3d.  That  you  give  me  such  facilities  in  unloading  vessels  as  from 
time  to  time  may  arrive  as  your  crew  and  boats  can  afford.  This,  I 
would  observe,  lias  always  been  done  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

4th.  That  you  will  be  pleased  to  send  me  two  complete  crews  to 
man  the  boat' left  here  by  Captain  Adams,  the  crews  to  live  in  the  fort 
and  be  rationed  by  me. 

5th.  That  you  will  send  a  quartermaster  or  other  petty  officer  to 
reside  in  the  fort,  and  who  is  acquainted  with  the  signals,  to  take 
charge  of  mine,  that,  if  necessary,  communication  by  signals  may  be 
held  between  the  fort  and  ships.  .  , 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  say  that  having  harmoniously  received  the 
cooperation  and  assistance  of  the  Navy  under  command  of  Captain 
Adams,  it  shall  not  be  my  fault  if  the  same  harmony  and  good  feelings 
do  not  continue. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Harvey  Brown, 
Colonel ,  Commanding. 

Captain  Wm.  W.  McKean,  T7  7 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  off  Fensacola  Harbor. 
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Letter  from.  Captain  McKean ,  U  8.  Navy ,  to  Colonel  Brown,  U.  8. 

Army ,  regarding  cooperative  action  in  connection  with  the  holding 

of  Fort  Pickens. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  June  20,  1861. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowlege  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  of  the  19th  instant. 

After  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  23d  ultimo  I  sent 
Lieutenant  Guest,  the  executive  officer  of  this  ship,  to  call  upon  you 
and  point  out  the  great  importance  of  my  proceeding  to  Mobile,  and 
to  say  that,  in  the  event  of  a  summons  or  an  attack  on  Fort  Pickens, 
the  distance  being  short,  a  steamer  could  he  sent  for  me  and  I  could 
he  here  in  a  few  hours.  He  informed  me  that  }7ou  made  no  objection 
to  this,  and  I  therefore  proceeded  to  that  place. 

On  my  return  to  this  place  on  the  12th  instant  I  requested  Captain 
Adams  to  say  to  you  that,  as  the  flag-officer  was  hourly  expected  and 
I  should  in  all  probability  be  ordered  to  some  other  point  immediately 
upon  his  arrival,  I  would  prefer  not  making  any  arrangement  in  regard 
to  the  boats’  crews  until  he  should  arrive,  and  that,  as  there  are  on  board 
the  Mississippi  100  supernumerary  seamen,  I  would  suggest  to  him 
that  two  officers  should  be  placed  on  board  the  schooner  Aid  with  as 
many  of  the  men  as  she  could  accommodate,  and  another  party  of 
them  on  shore,  both  to  be  entirely  at  your  disposal.  Hearing  nothing 
from  you  in  reply  upon  that  subject,  I  took  it  for  granted  that  the 
proposition  was  agreeable  to  you. 

You  say,  “I  am  happy  to  learn  that  you  do  now  consider  the  instruc¬ 
tions  of  the  President  obligatory.”  I  do  not  consider  the  instructions 
of  the  President  more  obligatory  now  than  I  did  on  my  arrival  at  this 
place.  I  do  not  regard  them  as  conflicting  with  the  specific  orders  of 
the  Department  of  a  later  date,  which  enjoin  on  me  the  immediate 
blockade  of  the  Mississippi  and  such  other  ports,  especially  Mobile,  as 
the  force  under  my  command  will  admit. 

You  request  me  to  place  “the  vessels  not  otherwise  engaged  in 
enforcing  the  blockade  in  such  a  position  near  my  present  anchorage 
as,  in  my  judgment,  may  prevent  a  landing  by  the  enemy  on  the 
island.”  I  will  keep  a  sufficient  force  here  for  that  purpose. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  will  send  two  boats’  crews  to  man 
the  boat  left  by  Captain  Adams. 

I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  importance  attached  by  the  Government 
to  the  safety  of  Fort  Pickens,  and  I  would  repeat  that  I  desire  to  ren¬ 
der  all  the  aid  I  can  without  destroying  the  efficiency  of  the  ship  I  com¬ 
mand,  and  I  can  but  regret  that  there  should  be  any  difference  of 
opinion  or  misunderstanding  between  us  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Captain ,  Senior  Officer  Present ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Colonel  Harvey  Brown,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Department  of  Florida,  Fort  Pickens,  Fla. 

P.  S. — One  of  my  young  officers  did  inform  me  that  you  considered 
a  “patrol  ’  necessary,  but  I  had  no  idea  that  you  had  reference  to  crews 
for  the  boat,  and  I  directed  him  to  inform  you  that  I  had  a  marine 
guard  on  the  island  [of  Santa  Rosa]. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Mervine ,  TJ.  S.  Navy , 
regarding  vessels  cleared  from  Northern  ports. 

Navy  Department,  June  W,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  informs  this  Department  that 
authority  has  been  given  to  the  collectors  at  the  several  Northern 
ports  to  grant  clearances  to  vessels  consigned  to  merchants  at  Key 
West,  Fla. 

You  will  be  pleased,  therefore,  to  give  instructions  to  the  com¬ 
manders  of  the  vessels  composing  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  to 
permit  vessels  that  have  been  thus  cleared  and  consigned  to  proceed  to 
Key  West. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Letter  from  Mr.  Loper  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nervy  regarding  alleged 
naval  preparations  at  New  Orleans. 


By  reliable  information  from  New  Orleans: 


There  is  at  this  time  an  expedition  fitting  out  consisting  of  five  towboats  carrying 
two  guns  each,  of  heavy  caliber  (rifled);  two  screw  vessels,  one  of  them  is  being  ren¬ 
dered  bombproof,  armed  with  12-inch  rifled  guns,  and  a  small  seagoing  side- wheel 
steamer,  also  heavily  armed ;  the  fleet  numbering  eight  vessels,  fully  manned,  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Tattnall.  Their  object  is  the  capture  of  the  Brooklyn.  The 
plan  is  to  take  advantage  of  a  foggy  night  and  make  a  dash  with  the  whole  fleet  and 
assail  her  at  all  points;  and  if  not  apprised  in  time  the  chances  are  they  will  succeed, 
as  they  are  desperate  and  maddened  by  their  isolation.  No  time  should  be  lost  in 
conveying  this  information  to  the  blockading  vessels  as  two  of  their  vessels  are  ready 
and  lying  at  Fort  Jackson.  I  would  advise  by  all  means  the  entire  destruction  of 
the  telegraphic  stations  at  Pass  a  l’Outre  and  South  West  Pass,  as  they  keep  the 
authorities  at  New  Orleans  apprised  of  every  move  of  the  fleet  and  are  pernicious  in 
their  tendencies  every  way. 


The  above  information  is  derived  from  a  person  who  left  New 
Orleans  last  Monday  (this  day  week)  and  may  be  relied  upon  as 
correct  in  each  and  every  particular.  I  deemed  it  of  sufficient  impor¬ 
tance  to  warrant  my  coming  from  Stonington  to  urge  your  considera¬ 
tion  for  it. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully  yours, 

R.  F.  Loper. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


This  information  was 
date  of  June  21,  1861. 


[Endorsement.] 

communicated  to  Commodore  Mervine  under 

G.  V.  Fox. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Brown ,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  commanding  Department  of  ' 
Florida ,  to  Captain  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  existence  of 
cordial  relations  between  them. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens ,  June  1861. 

Captain:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant. 

I  shall  without  any  hesitation  ask  your  assistance  whenever  the 
wants  of  the  service  at  this  fort  require  it,  under  the  full  assurance 
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that  it  will  he  cheerfully  rendered;  and  any  1  can  give  the  Navy  will 
be  gladly  given. 

I  am  assured,  that  although  we  have  not  hitherto  entirely  agreed, 
you  act  only  for  the  best  interests  of  the  country  and  the  efficiency 
and  safety  of  your  command,  and  as  I  profess  to  be  governed  by  the 
same  principles  I  feel  sure  that  there  will  hereafter  be  no  want  of  cor¬ 
dial  cooperation  between  us. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Harvey  Brown, 

Colonel ,  Commanding . 

Captain  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  off  Pensacola. 


Confidential  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Mer- 
vine ,  V.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  information  regarding  operations  of 
the  Confederates  at  New  Orleans. 

Navy  Department,  June  21,  1861. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch  No.  1,  June  8,  is  received,  giving  intelligence 
that  you  had  arrived  on  your  station,  and  enclosing  copies  of  papers 
relating  to  the  blockade;  also  dispatch  No.  2,  giving  the  correspond¬ 
ence  between  yourself  and  Major  Brown  [French]. 

The  Department  approves  the  enforcement  of  the  blockade  and  inter¬ 
diction  of  trade  with  parties  in  Florida.  So  far  as  mere  marketing  is 
concerned,  if  carried  on  in  good  faith  and  by  reliable  Union  men  so  as 
to  be  satisfactory  to  yourself  or  those  in  authority,  as  it  is  no  infringe¬ 
ment  of  the  blockade,  your  judgment  must  govern  you. 

Some  of  the  prizes  captured  might  perhaps  be  sent  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication.  It  may  be  an  object  with  you  to  sink  hulks  at  the  en¬ 
trance  of  some  of  the  iidets  and  harbors  on  the  coast,  which  would 
assist  you  in  stopping  communication  and  carrying  into  effect  the 
blockade.  Likely  some  of  the  vessels  which  you  seize  may  be  best 
disposed  of  in  this  manner. 

It  is  represented  that  there  are  officers  on  the  vessels  in  the  Gulf 
who  are  disaffected  and  would  not  probably  take  the  oath.  This  sub¬ 
ject  is  a  delicate  one,  when  mere  rumor  is  the  authority,  and  yet  so 
interesting  to  the  country  that  it  can  not  be  treated  lightly.  If"  there 
are  officers  who  are  known  to  be  disloyal  to  the  flag,  or  who  refuse  to 
take  the  oath,  you  will  detach  and  send  them  to  a  loyal  port. 

You  will  not  only  exercise  constant  vigilance,  but  enjoin  it  upon  all 
under  your  command.  Not  unlikely  desperate  efforts  will  be  made  to 
surprise  and  injure  the  force  that  is  guarding  the  coast  and  maintain¬ 
ing  our  nationality. 

I  send  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Joseph  Eustis, 
for  whose  veracity  and  reliability  Vice-President  Hamlin  vouches, 
describing  some  of  the  schemes  agitated  at  New  Orleans  in  regard  to  the 
ships  of  your  squadron.  Similar  statements  have  reached  the  Depart¬ 
ment  from  other  quarters.  You  may  be,  and  perhaps  are,  apprised  of 
what  is  doing;  but  this  communication  from  a  distant  part  of  the 
Union  assures  you  of  the  interest  that  is  everywhere  felt  in  regard  to 
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you  and  your  force,  and  cautions  you  to  constant  watchfulness  against 
the  schemes  and  acts  of  the  insurgents. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


P.  S. — I  would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  following  extract  from 
another  letter  received  from  a  very  intelligent  and  reliable  gentleman, 
who  calls  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  “the  value  of  steam 
rams”  as  a  means  of  coast  and  harbor  defense,  etc.  He  says: 

“  I  am  induced  by  a  vague  hint  in  the  New  Orleans  papers  to  sus¬ 
pect  that  they  have  now  in  preparation,  on  the  Mississippi,  a  plan  of 
this  sort  for  running  into  and  sinking  some  of  the  blockading  vessels 
in  the  Gulf.” 


[Enclosure.] 


Bangor,  June  18 ,  1861. 

Honorable  Sir:  Having  recently  arrived  by  land  from  New  Orleans, 
Hon.  H.  Hamlin  requested  me  to'  make  a  few  statements  to  you  in 
regard  to  what  was  going  on  at  the  above-named  place  when  I  left; 
and  I  think  the  most  important  one  is  the  fitting  out  of  an  armed  force 
to  destroy  or  take  our  blockade,  which  they  (the  Southerners)  think 
can  be  done  easily,  as  there  were,  when  I  left,  only  two  ships  of  war 
at  that  station,  one  at  each  pass.  They  propose,  and  have  commenced, 
fitting  out  five  of  their  largest  low-pressure  tugboats,  with  heavy  ord¬ 
nance,  and  to  throw  hot  water,  and  manned  with  500  men  each.  Their 
plan  of  attack  is  to  board  in  thick  weather,  when  they  can  be  seen  but 
a  short  distance.  The  Southern  trdops  are  numerous  and  well  armed, 
and  are  coming  north  as  fast  as  conveyance  will  admit. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

Joseph  Eustis. 


Secretary  of  the  United  States  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Comma nder  French ,  IT.  S.  Nary , 
commanding  U.  S.  ship  Preble ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  Gulf 
Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  June  88,  1861. 
Sir:  The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Preble ,  under  your  command,  is  to  form 
a  part  of  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Flag-Officer  William  Mer¬ 
vine.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  she  shall  be  in  all  respects  ready  for  sea, 
you  will  proceed  with  her  to  the  Gulf  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Mer- 

You  will  keep  near  the  coast  on  your  way  South,  for  the  purpose  of 
communicating  with  the  naval  force  ofl  the  Atlantic  blockaded  ports. 
Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  a  muster  roll  of  the  Preble 
and  a  separate  list  of  her  officers. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  Henry  French, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Preble. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Craven ,  U  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  detention  of 

the  sloop  President  Fillmore. 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader, 

Key  West ,  June  $22,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  remarkable  document  which 
I  have  taken  from  a  small  coasting  vessel  recently.  Refusing  to 
acknowledge  the  paper  as  valid,  I  have  detained  the  President  Fill¬ 
more  in  these  waters. 

I  am,  very  respectful^,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

Confederate  States  of  America. — License  of  a  vessel  under  twenty  tons  to  carry 
on  the  coasting  trade  for  one  year. 

District  of  New  Orleans,  No.  12, 

Port  of  New  Orleans. 

In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  adopted  9th  February,  1861,  continuing  in  force  the  laws 
authorizing  the  enrolling  and  licensing  of  ships  and  vessels,  Edward 
Lenupi  and  M.  Lacorich,  of  New  Orleans,  State  of  Louisiana,  having 
given  bond  that  the  sloop  called  the  President  Fillmore ,  whereof  the 
said  M.  Lacorich  is  master,  burden  eleven  and  ||  tons;  proof  being 
had  of  admeasurement,  dated  at  this  port  9th  September,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-three,  property  of  Edward  Lenupi,  shall  not  be 
employed  in  any  trade  while  this  license  shall  continue  in  force 
whereby  the  revenue  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  shall  be 
defrauded;  and  having  also  sworn  that  this  license  shall  not  be  used 
for  any  other  vessel  or  for  any  other  employment  than  is  herein 
specified. 

[seal.]  Thomas  Shields, 

Collector. 

License  is  hereby  granted  for  the  said  sloop  called  the  President 
Fillmore ,  of  New  Orleans,  to  be  employed  in  carrying  on  the  coasting 
trade  for  one  year  from  the  date  hereof,  and  no  longer. 

[seal.]  P.  O.  Labatut, 

Naval  Officer. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seal  of  office  at  the  custom-house  of  New 
Orleans,  this  17th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-one. 


[Endorsements.] 

May  23,  1861. 

This  will  certify^  that  the  sloop  President  Fillmore ,  of  New  Orleans, 
was  captured  by  the  United  States  Blockading  Squadron  while  endeav¬ 
oring  to  enter  Pensacola  Harbor,  and  the  master  was  compelled  to  part 
with  such  articles  of  his  cargo  as  were  required  for  the  use  of  the 
ships.  The  sloop  was  then  liberated,  with  permission  to  return  to 
New  Orleans. 

H.  A.  Adams, 

Captain ,  Senior  U.  S.  Naval  Officer  offi  Pensacola. 
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The  captain  and  men  of  the  sloop  being  afraid  of  their  lives  if  they 
return  to  New  Orleans,  I  have  given  them  permission  to  go  to  Key 
W  est. 

H.  A.  Adams. 


Report  of  Captain  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Colorado , 
regarding  injuries  to  engines  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

At  Sea,  June  33,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  previously  to  my  taking  charge 
of  this  ship  at  Boston,  the  ship’s  engines  had  been  tampered  with  by 
some  evil-disposed  person  or  persons,  intending  to  render  the  same 
insecure. 

On  the  night  of  the  20th  instant  one  of  the  standards  which  support 
the  reversing  shaft  of  the  engine  broke.  The  engines  were  immedi¬ 
ately  stopped.  Upon  examination  it  was  found  that  both  the  forward 
and  after  standards  were  in  the  same  condition,  namely,  a  wedge- 
shaped  piece  had  been  sawed  out  of  each  and  the  apertures  supplied 
by  plugs  of  soft  iron,  the  surface  smoothed  down  and  painted  over  so 
as  to  escape  the  most  critical  observation. 

So  unusual  a  contrivance  makes  it  evident  that  the  purpose  was 
malicious.  Its  only  effect  was  to  so  weaken  the  standards  that  they 
would  simultaneously  break  on  the  first  emergency  requiring  a  sudden 
reversal  of  the  engines.  The  break  fortunately  occurred  while  in 
direct  action  and  in  good  weather. 

After  stopping  the  engines  thirty -six  hours,  the  engineers  repaired 
the  damage  by  strengthening  the  standards  with  wrought-iron  bars 
and  a  wooden  support  underneath.  This  enables  me  to  proceed  to  my 
station.  Enclosed  I  send  you  the  chief  engineer’s  report  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servent, 

T.  Bailey, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

At  Sea,  June  21,  1861. 

Sir:  At  10:55  p.  m.  on  the  20th  instant,  the  standard  supporting 
the  after  end  of  the  reverse  shaft  broke,  and  it  became  necessary  to 
stop  the  engines.  On  examination  I  found  that  the  strengthening  lib 
of  the  standard  had  been  cut  and  a  triangular  piece  of  wrought  iion, 
nicely  fitted,  had  been  inserted  in  the  ribs,  as  shown  in  red  lines  in  the 
accompan ving'  sketch.  On  further  examination  I  found  the  standard 
supporting  the  forward  end  of  the  reverse  shaft  cut  and  a  triangulai 
piece  inserted  in  the  same  manner.  These  pieces  were  secured  by  a 
tap  bolt  three-eighths  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  tapped  into  the  body  of 

the  rib.  .  J  .  . 

I  would  further  state  that  the  fracture  in  the  after  standard  shows 

evidence  of  long  standing,  while  the  surfaces  of  the  part  fitted  with 
the  triangular  piece  being  of  recent  origin  j  the  forwaid  standaid  is 
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cracked  only  in  the  depth  of  the  rib.  They  are  both  being  repaired 
and  strengthened  by  wrought-iron  straps  and  bolts. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  Gideon, 

Chief  Engineer. 

Captain  Theo.  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado. 


Report  of  Commander  Smith ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  capture  of 
five  schooners  in  Mississippi  Sound. 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

Off  Pass  a  V  Outre ,  June  25,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  23d  instant  I  captured  in  Missis¬ 
sippi  Sound,  with  the  boats  belonging  to  the  vessel,  five  schooners,  four 
claiming  to  belong  to  a  government  not  recognized  by  the  United 
States,  and  having  on  board  the  flag  adopted  by  the  States  that  are  in 
rebellion,  and  one,  a  Mexican  vessel,  from  New  Orleans,  that  had  vio¬ 
lated  the  blockade. 

The  Mexican  schooner  Brilliante ,  cargo  600  barrels  flour,  2  dis¬ 
mounted  guns,  and  one  gun  cariiage,  had  been  warned  off  b}T  the 
boarding  officer  of  the  steamer  Brooklyn,  and  her  register  was  properly 
endorsed.  She  cleared  for  New  Orleans  four  days  after  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  the  notice  given  to  neutral  vessels  to  depart.  Captured  the 
schooner  Trois  Freres  (under  Confederate  papers),  from  New  Orleans, 
bound  to  Mobile,  with  a  cargo  of  salt  and  oats;  schooner  Olive  Branch , 
from  Mobile,  bound  to  New  Orleans,  Confederate  papers;  cargo,  100 
barrels  spirits  of  turpentine;  schooner  Fanny ,  from  New  Orleans, 
bound  to  Mobile,  and  loaded  with  602  bars  of  railroad  iron;  schooner 
Basilde ,  from  New  Orleans,  bound  to  Mobile,  with  coasting  license 
from  Confederate  States  custom-house;  cargo,  30,000  bricks. 

These  vessels  were  sent  forward  to  Key  West,  under  charge  of 
Lieutenant  George  L.  Selden  and  Acting  Master  Sawyer,  with  prize 
crews  numbering  25  men.  Lieutenant  Selden  had  orders  to  report  to 
the  senior  officer  present,  and.  in  the  event  of  his  being  the  senior  offi¬ 
cer,  to  Judge  Marvin,  U.  S.  district  judge,  to  whom  the  papers  of  the 
captured  vessels  were  addressed. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  mention  also  that  on  the  day  of  these  seizures 
I  interrupted  the  mail  communication  between  New  Orleans  and 
Mobile,  by  turning  back  the  steamboat  Oregon ,  one  of  the  boats  run¬ 
ning  regularly  with  mails. 

This  steamer,  being  out  of  range  of  my  shot,  was  not  disposed  to 
change  her  course  until  I  opened  fire  from  a  small  sailboat  of  6  tons 
(a  previous  capture),  mounting  one  brass  6-pounder  on  a  truck  car¬ 
riage,  which  had  been  used  as  a  signal  gun  on  board  this  vessel  previ¬ 
ous  to  her  purchase.  The  projectiles  used  on  this  occasion  consisted 
of  grapeshot  wound  with  rope  yarns,  and  milk  cans  filled  with  canis¬ 
ter  shot,  manufactured  on  board;  with  proper  missiles  the  steamer 
might  have  been  reached  and  captured.  The  Oregon ,  upon  g’oing 
about,  hoisted  the  secession  flag  at  the  main  peak  and  the  American 
ensign,  union  down,  forward, 
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A  steamer  of  light  draft,  acting  in  concert  with  the  Massachusetts , 
will  effectually  cut  off  all  communications  between  New  Orleans  and 
Mobile  by  way  of  the  sound. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Melancton  Smith,] 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mekvine,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  f  rom  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Mervine ,  U.  S. 

Wavy,  regarding  vessels  under  orders  to  join  the  Gulf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  June  25,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  dispatches,  numbered  1,  2,  and  3,  have  been  received. 
The  following  vessels  are  under  orders  to  join  the  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron: 

Frigate  Santee,  Captain  Henry  Eagle;  steamer  Susquehanna,  Cap¬ 
tain  J.  S.  Chauncey;  sloop  Vincennes ,  Commander  Robert  Handy; 
sloop  Preble,  Commander  H.  French;  sloop  Marion,  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  W.  H.  Ball.  , 

The  Santee  sailed  from  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  on  the  20th  instant. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general  mat¬ 
ters  and  transmitting  reports  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the  U.  S. 
vessels  Brooklyn  and  Powhatan. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Mississippi, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  June  27,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  my  arrival  at  this  place  on 
the  23d  instant.  1  found  here  the  U.  S.  steamers  Niagara  and  Water 
Witch. 

The  Niagara  has  only  four  days’  coal,  and  I  shall  be  obliged  to  send 
her  to  Key  West  for  a  supply  on  the  arrival  of  the  Colorado. 

Nothing  has  occurred  in  this  quarter  to  change  the  relations  between 
our  forces  and  the  rebels.  The  peaceful  discharge  of  soldiers,  ord¬ 
nance,  and  munitions  of  war  from  the  transport  steamers,  which  are 
continually  arriving,  would  show  a  state  of  indifference  on  the  part 
of  the  rebels  to  the  preparations  being  made  for  their  destruction. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  previous  to  my  departure  from  Key 
West  no  new  case  of  smallpox  had  occurred  on  the  steamer  R.  R. 
Cuyler ,  and  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  assistant  surgeon  of  that  vessel 
any  extension  of  the  disease  was  not  to  be  feared.  That  vessel  was  to 
have  sailed  the  day  after  my  departure  for  Tampa  Bay,  the  station  I 
had  assigned  her.  t 

X  put  a  crew  on  the  yacht  Wanderer  and  directed  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Craven  to  load  her  with  coal  and  water  for  the  steamer 
Montgomery ,  off  Apalachicola.  rlhis  yacht  would  make  a  useful  tcn- 
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der  for  the  squadron,  and  I  ask  for  authority  to  use  her  in  that  way 
until  she  is  purchased  from  her  owners. 

A  vessel  of  large  capacity  in  her  hold  is  required  to  carry  water  to 
the  blockading  ships  on  stations  where  it  can  not  be  had,  otherwise 
a  continuous  blockade  can  not  be  kept  up,  from  their  withdrawal  for 
a  supply  of  water.  The  same  remark  will  apply  equally  to  the  coal¬ 
ing  of  the  vessels. 

Before  leaving  Key  West  two  divers  were  employed  to  make  an 
examination  of  the  bottom  of  this  vessel.  The  copper  was  found  off 
in  places  about  the  forepart  of  her  false  keel  and  the  keel  itself  was 
broomed  up.  This  was  reported  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and 
Repair  and  it  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  have  her  docked. 

The  British  steam  sloop  Jason ,  Captain  Von  Donop,  evidently  on  a 
tour  of  inspection  of  our  blockade,  was  in  this  port  the  24th  instant. 
After  an  interchange  of  civilities  she  sailed  on  the  25th  for  Havana. 

Commander  Alden,  with  the  steamer  South  Carolina,  _  arrived  here 
last  evening  from  Berwick  Bay,  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  to  which 
place  he  was  ordered  before  my  arrival,  but  was  obliged  to  return  by 
way  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  Mobile,  not  being  able  to  get  near 
the  shores  of  the  bay  he  was  ordered  to. 

Commander  Poor,  of  the  Brooklyn ,  thought  the  information  con¬ 
tained  in  his  report  (G)  and  that  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Porter 
(H)  sufficient  to  justify  the  sending  of  the  South  Carolina  to  me. 

1  have  ordered  him  off  to  Galveston,  Tex.,  on  the  blockading  serv¬ 
ice,  and  he  will  sail  to-day  for  that  station. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  health  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
squadron  is  generally  good.  The  crews  of  the  vessels  at  this  port  are 
severely  taxed  at  present  in  unloading  the  different  transports  which 
are  continually  arriving  with  men  and  supplies  for  Fort  Pickens. 

Enclosed  (marked  II)  please  find  a  communication  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Porter. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag- Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure  G.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Pass  d  V  Outre,  Louisiana,  June  21],  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Commander  Alden,  in  command 
of  the  South  Carolina,  arrived  here  this  morning  from  Berwick  Bay, 
where  he  found  his  presence  was  not  essential  to  the  strict  enforcement 
of  the  blockade.  Wishing  to  communicate  to  you  important  informa¬ 
tion  furnished  by  a  refugee  from  New  Orleans  (whom  1  send  on  board 
the  South  Carolina),  I  have  directed  Commander  Alden  to  proceed  to 
Pensacola,  after  calling  at  Ship  Island  to  leave  orders  for  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  to  join  this  ship. 

I  send  also  to  Commander  Alden  Sergeant  Brodie,  late  ordnance 
sergeant  of  Fort  Pickens.  This  person  was  suspected  of  treasonable 
conduct  and  sent  on  board  this  ship  for  safe-keeping,  but  no  charge 
regularly  preferred.  He  has  been  under  the  sentry’s  charge  over 
three  months  and  appears  to  be  suffering  from  his  confinement.  I  do 
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not  feel  authorized  in  continuing  him  longer  in  confinement,  under 
the  circumstances,  and  therefore  have  sent  him,  in  hopes  you  might 
be  able  to  dispose  of  his  case.  If  he  should  be  returned,  I  desire  some 
written  authority  for  receiving  and  confining  him. 

Commander  Alden  will  be  able  to  communicate  the  information 
above  referred  to.  Very  few  vessels  approach  the  Passes. 

I  spoke  H.  B.  M.  S.  Jason,  evidently  upon  a  cruise  of  inspection. 
On  the  20th  instant  the  Massachusetts  captured  the  British  brigantine 
Nahum  Stetson ,  attempting  to  enter  the  South  Pass,  after  being 
warned  oft’.  I  sent  him  to  Key  West  for  adjudication,  removing  from 
her  $2,000  in  specie  (for  the  use  of  the  ships  stationed  here),  which  I 
deemed  necessary.  She  had  a  consular  provisional  register;  a  copy 
of  the  same  I  enclose  for  your  perusal,  and  would  be  glad  to  know 
from  you  if  they  are  legal.  Captain  McKean  thought  they  were,  if 
issued  prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  blockade. 

The  health  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  continues  pretty  good. 
This  ship  is  in  efficient  order,  except  her  boilers  and  engines,  which 
are  not  at  all  reliable,  and  will  soon  require  a  thorough  repair. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


C.  H.  Poor, 


Commander. 


Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine,  etc. 


[Enclosure  H.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Powhatan, 
Southwest  Pass ,  Mississippi  River ,  June  19, 1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  an  order*  from  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  report  myself  to  you  for  duty  in  obedience 
thereto.  By  direction  of  Captain  W.  W.  McKean  I  am  employed  in 
blockading  the  Southwest  Pass  of  the  Mississippi;  all  the  vessels  have 
left,  that  were  cleared  before  the  14th  of  this  month,  the  day  fixed 
for  rigid  blockade,  and  no  others  have  presented  themselves  for  admit¬ 
tance  since  that  time. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  an  active  commerce  is  carried  on 
between  New  Orleans  and  Texas  by  means  of  the  Berwick  Railroad f 
through  Atchafalaya  Bay,  and  there  are  now  at  that  place  several 
steamers  and  a  number  of  coasting  vessels  that  go  in  and  out  as  oppor¬ 
tunity  offers.  I  have  recent  reliable  information  that  one  or  two  pri¬ 
vateers  are  off  this  coast;  they  are  under  the  disguise  of  whaling- 
schooners,  and  have  about  16  men  on  board.  They  have  boarded  some 
foreign  vessels  and  chased  three  or  four  Northern  vessels  whose  cap¬ 
tains  T  have  conversed  with.  I  believe  they  are  fitted  out  in  Texas 
and  from  Apalachicola,  in  Florida. 

I  have  several  times  seen  smoke  in  the  direction  of  Barataria  Bay, 
35  miles  from  here,  and  think  that  communication  is  held  with  Now 
Orleans  in  that  direction.  Not  being  able  to  leave  my  anchorage  for 
fear  of  vessels  slipping  out  or  in,  I  regret  to  say  I  could  not  satisfy 
myself  on  that  point.  There  are  five  vessels  fitting  out  at  New  Orleans 
called  vessels  of  war.  The  St.  Philip,  formerly  Star  of  the  West, 
armed  with  two  68-pounders  and  four  32-pounders,  to  be  Commodore 
Tattnall’s  flagship.  The  steamer  Sumter,  commanded  by  Raphael 
Semmes,  formerly  commander  in  the  U.  S.  Navy.  She  mounts  one 
68-pounder  and  two  32-pounders.  [The  steamer  McRae\  commanded 


*See  Series  I,  volume  4,  p.  166. 


t Berwick’ s  Bay  and  Texas  Railroad, 


564 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


by  Thomas  B.  Huger,  formerly  a  lieutenant  in  the  U.  S.  Navy;  and 
two  revenue  cutters,  the  T Washington  and  Me Clellan,  capable  of  car¬ 
rying  four  light  32-pounders  (or  rifle  guns)  each. 

Communication  being  cut  off  between  us  and  New  Orleans,  I  have 
no  means  of  knowing  what  is  going  on  there  as  I  had  when  we  could 
communicate  with  vessels  coming  out.  I  think,  though,  they  ai  e  \  eiy 
much  pushed  for  money  to  carry  on  the  work  on  the  vessels. 

By  permission  of  Captain  Adams  I  sent  some  drawings  to  Havana 
to  have  certain  castings  made  for  parts  of  our  boilers;  if  the  ship  could 
be  spared  a  week  or  ten  days  to  run  over  there  and  have  some  work 
done  to  the  engine  it  would  conduce  very  much  to  her  efficiency.  She 
is  much  in  need  of  articles  we  can  not  otherwise  obtain. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Mervine ,  U.  S. 

Navy,  forwarding  information  of  the  arrival  at  LLavana  of  the  ship 

Bamberg ,  and  request  for  a  man-of-war  in  that  port. 

Navy  Department,  June  29,  1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  consul-general 
at  Havana,  received  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  and  submitted 
by  him  to  this  Department,  suggesting  the  importance  of  having  an 
American  man-of-war  at  that  port  as  frequently  as  possible.  The  sub¬ 
ject  is  commended  to  your  consideration. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 

[Enclosure.] 

United  States  Consulate- General, 

LLavana,  June  18,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  in  this  port  of 
the  American  ship  Bamberg,  of  New  Orleans,  James  C.  Wilmer,  master. 
This  vessel,  according  to  the  report  of  her  master,  is  from  Liverpool 
and  bound  to  New  Orleans. 

When  within  two  or  three  days’  sail  of  the  latter  port  he  was  informed 
of  the  existence  of  the  blockade  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and, 
without  waiting  for  formal  notice  of  the  fact  from  any  of  our  men-of- 
war  on  that  station,  he  determined  to  come  here. 

From  a  copy  of  her  manifest,  in  my  possession,  I  am  induced  to 
believe  that  this  vessel  is  loaded  with  arms  and  ammunition  for  the 
Southern  Confederacy,  and  that  the  captain  has  been  led,  through  fear 
of  seizure,  to  avoid  our  naval  vessels. 

I  shall  not  give  him  a  clearance  until  we  have  a  man-of-war  here  to 
follow  him  beyond  Spanish  jurisdiction,  unless  otherwise  instructed. 

I  have  informed  the  senior  naval  officer  at  Key  West  of  this  fact, 
and  take  this  occasion  to  suggest  to  the  Government  the  great  impor¬ 
tance  of  having  an  American  man-of-war  in  this  port  as  frequently  as 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


565 


possible.  From  our  vicinity  to  Key  West  a  visit  from  the  vessels  sta¬ 
tioned  there  could  not  be  a  matter  of  serious  inconvenience,  while  it 
would  tend  greatly  to  the  aid  and  assistance  of  this  consulate. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  Siiufeldt, 

Consul-  General. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Mervine ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  urging  the  need  of  addi¬ 
tional  vessels  for  the  enforcement  of  the  blockade  in  the  Gulf. 

No.  7.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Mississippi, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  July  7,  1861. 

Information  from  various  sources  has  been  received  that  several 
vessels  have  been  and  are  being  fitted  out  at  New  Orleans,  under  naval 
officers  late  of  our  Navy,  some  of  which  are  powerful  tug  steamers 
tilled  in  about  the  bows  with  solid  timber  and  faced  with  railroad  iron, 
the  decks  and  engines  faced  over  and  protected  in  like  manner, 
intended,  it  is  said,  to  attack  and  destroy  the  blockading  vessels  off  the 
Mississippi  River.  These  preparations,  in  my  opinion,  call  for  a 
larger  force  than  is  necessary  merely  to  prevent  ingress  or  egress. 
The  great  commercial  interests  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  will  doubt¬ 
less  stimulate  her  people,  as  soon  as  the  cotton  and  sugar  crops  are 
ready  for  market,  to  make  great  efforts  for  the  destruction  of  a  force 
so  vitallv  affecting  her  interests  and  the  secession  movements  of  the 
South. 

I  shall  certainly  be  off  the  Mississippi  in  time  (I  hope  with  the 
Colorado  under  me)  to  operate  against  any  attempt  that  may  be  made 
by  the  rebels  against  the  forces  stationed  there,  unless  the  Department 
contemplates  the  reduction  and  occupation  of  Pensacola. 

If  such  measures  are  in  contemplation,  I  presume  the  Department 
will  give  me  timely  notice  thereof. 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest,  sir,  that  in  order  to  establish  a  rigid  block¬ 
ade,  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  employ  small  steam  vessels  of 
light  draft  to  cruise  in 'the  shoal  water  and  numerous  inlets  on  the 
coasts  of  Florida,  Alabama,  and  the  west  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
where  a  large  coasting  trade  is  carried  on,  beyond  the  reach  of  our 
heavy  vessels. 

I  beg  leave  to  represent  that,  in  my  opinion,  a  sufficient  force  to 
effectually  blockade  the  coast  of  I  lorida  between  Cape  Roman  and  Apa- 
lachciola,"  would  give  quite  enough  employment  to  a  separate  command. 
Ido  not,  however,  desire  to  be  understood  as  wishing  to  shirk  any  por¬ 
tion  of  the  important  command  assigned  to  me;  for,  however  great 
may  be  the  labor  incident  to  such  an  extended  command,  I  should 
endeavor,  were  it  even  much  larger,  to  discharge  the  duties  thereof 
with  untiring  devotion  and  to  the  best  of  my  abilities.  1  he  schooner 
Narragansett ,  with  coal  enough  to  supply  this  vessel,  the  Water 
Witch,  and  the  Wyandotte,  arrived  to-day. 

I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  letters,  one  from  Commander  Hibson, 
of  the  St.  Louis ,  marked  “P,”  and  one  from  Lieutenant-Commanding 
Baldwin,  of  the  Wyandotte ,  marked  “O,”  showing  that  their  vessels 
are  in  a  most  deplorable  condition.  I  learn  that  the  facts  in  each  of 
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these  cases  have  been  represented  to  the  proper  department,  but  no 
action  has  been  taken  in  reference  to  them. 

From  these  and  other  instances  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge, 
I  am  compelled  to  believe  that  there  is  gross  neglect  in  some  branch 
of  the  department  which  has  charge  of  fitting  our  vessels  for  sea. 

The  Niagara  and  Powhatan  should  go  north  for  repairs,  but  their 
commanders  in  the  present  emergency  of  the  country  have  refrained 
from  making  the  necessary  reports,  lest  it  should  be  construed  into  a 
disposition  on  their  part  to  avoid  the  service. 

The  term  of  service  of  nineteen  of  the  Niagara's  crew  has  expired, 
or  will  expire  between  the  5th  of  this  month  and  the  31st  of  the  next. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Lu  ag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gidf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Revort  of  Lieutenant  Selden,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  recapture  of  prize 

vessels,  July  2,  1861. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  December  2,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  in  this  city  from  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.,  where  1  have  been  a  prisoner  of  war  for  the  last  five 
months. 

I  parted  company  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts ,  to  which  ship  I 
was  attached,  on  the  25th  of  June  last,  off  Pass  a  l’Outre,  in  charge  of 
five  prizes,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  Captain  Smith,  of  that  ship. 
With  the  exception  of  one  of  them,  commanded  by  Master  Sawyer, 
they  were  entirely  unfit  for  sea  service,  their  bottoms  being  perfectly 
Hat,  and  intended  for  traffic  in  the  sound  between  Mobile  and  New 
Orleans,  and  after  a  week’s  effort  in  contending  against  squalls  from  the 
southward  and  eastward,  and  also  calms,  and  finding  it  impossible  for 
me  to  reach  Key  West  (my  destination)  with  all  my  prizes  without  a 
fresh  supply  of  water,  I  determined  to  make  my  way  for  Tampa  Bay, 
or  some  point  on  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Gulf,  where  I  might  fall  in 
with  some  of  our  cruisers,  or  be  able  to  dig  for  water.  On  the  2d  July 
1  anchored  on  a  3-fathom  bank  in  a  squall,  which  disabled  one  of  the 
prizes  to  such  an  extent  that  I  had  determined  to  destroy  her.  When 
the  weather  cleared  up,  I  found  them  all  scattered  in  different  direc¬ 
tions  and  that  we  had  drifted  in  sight  of  Cedar  Keys.  At  this  time 
one  of  the  prizes,  loaded  with  salt,  had  her  foremast  gone,  hanging- 
over  her  stern,  and  all  her  head  stays  parted.  She  was  distant  from 
my  own  vessel  some  8  miles.  I  had  no  boat  to  send  to  her,  and  it  was 
in  vain  that  I  signaled  to  her  merely  to  lift  his  anchor  from  under 
foot  and  he  would  have  drifted  down  on  me.  Whilst  anxiously  await¬ 
ing  and  hoping  for  a  breath  of  wind,  a  steamer  was  discovered  from 
the  masthead  coming  out  from  under  the  keys.  I  was  fully  under  the 
impression  at  first  that  it  was  one  of  our  cruisers,  but  when  I  discov¬ 
ered  that  it  was  a  high-pressure  western  river  boat  I  was  most  pain¬ 
fully  impressed  with  my  utter  defenseless  condition.  The  steamer 
approached  the  crippled  vessel  above  alluded  to  with  great  caution, 
approaching  in  a  line  ahead  of  her,  when,  on  getting  nearer  and  seeing 
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her  deck  load  and  defenseless  condition,  bore  down  on  her  and  taking 
possession  obtained  information  from  the  prisoners  of  the  unarmed 
condition  of  all  four  vessels.  The  crew  of  the  vessel  nearest  me  was 
enabled,  after  great  difficulty,  in  reaching  my  vessel  in  a  dilapidated 
boat,  joining  1113^  forces.  I  was  enabled  to  muster  but  9  men  for  resist¬ 
ance,  armed  with  the  common  single-barreled  ship’s  pistols  and  cut¬ 
lasses.  On  approaching  us  she  tired  a  shot  immediately  astern  of  me 
from  a  12-pounder  on  his  upper  decks.  I  refused  to  reduce  sail  or 
haul  my  colors  down,  when  he  tired  another  shot  immediately  over  my 
head  and  between  my  sails.  1  then  saw  that  he  had  cannon  on  both 
decks  and  200  troops.  I  then  ordered  my  prisoners  below  and  my  men 
under  the  lee  of  the  rails  and  discharged  two  barrels  of  my  revolver 
at  the  deck  of  the  steamer,  when  she  ranged  close  alongside  and  I  was 
hailed  by  an  officer  to  know  why  1  did  not  haul  my  colors  down,  when 
I  replied  that  ‘‘I  would  not  strike  my  colors  to  a  flag  not  recognized 
by  my  Government.”  General  Smith,  who  commanded  the  steamer, 
was  requested  by  his  major  to  allow  him  to  tire  down  on  my  decks, 
which  the  general  refused  to  do,  and  told  me  he  respected  my  conduct 
and  feelings  and  assured  me  of  good  treatment  for  myself  and  men, 
which  promise  was  faithfully  carried  out  until  we  were  turned  over 
from  the  State  authority  of  Florida  to  the  Confederate  Government, 
since  which  time  the  treatment  I  have  received  has  been  so  brutal  and 
insulting  that  I  shall  make  it  the  subject  of  a  separate  complaint  and 
report  to  my  Government.  It  is  a  duty  also  to  the  Department, 
and  in  vindication  of  my  professional  character,  to  explain  my  position 
on  the  chart  at  the  time  of  my  capture.  The  question  would  be  nat¬ 
urally  asked  why  I  should  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cedar  Keys, 
bound  from  Pass  a  l’Outre  to  Key  West.  Out  of  the  whole  five  prizes 
but  one  of  them  was  a  seagoing  vessel,  commanded  by  Master 
Sawyer,  from  the  Massachusetts ,  and  the  rest  were  entirely  unsea¬ 
worthy.  The  vessel  I  was  in  being  in  an  almost  sinking  condition, 
and  Captain  Smith  informing  me  he  could  not  supply  me  with  a 
pump  box,  I  was  forced  to  apply  to  Captain  Poor,  of  the  Brooklyn 
for  one,  who  informed  me  he  would  supply  me  with  a  spare  one  from 
his  ship  or  have  one  made  by  his  carpenter.  I  only  asked  for  one 
box  although  there  were  four  pumps.  1  hese  vessels  were  all  heavily 
laden,  but  had  no  draft  of  water,  being  intended  for  the  sound  or 
inner  passage  between  Mobile  and  New  Orleans.  Such  was  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  vessels,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  commanded  by 
Master  Sawyer,  which  was  a  well-formed  Mexican  brig,  a  regular 
seagoing-  vessel.  He  was  to  keep  astern  of  the  other  vessels  foi 
the  purpose  of  relieving  any  of  the  flat-bottomed,  woithless  old  hulks 
that  composed  my  fleet.  Signals  were  provided  by  order  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Smith,  and  we  sailed  from  Pass  a  l’Outre  at  about  10  p.  m. 
in  a  squall.  About  an  hour  after  sailing,  and  steering  my  course 
E.  S.  E.,  I  was  overtaken  and  hailed  by  the  Massachusetts  and  ordered 
to  steer  N.  E.  until  clear  of  the  Balize.  I  considered  myself  already 
clear  of  the  Balize,  but  supposing  that  the  news  of  some  privateer 
5eino*  in  the  neighborhood  held  caused  tins  ordei,  1  &teeied  a  N.  \j. 
course  perhaps  for  an  hour  or  two  at  the  rate  of  about  1  knots  pci 
hour  when  I  was  again  overtaken  and  hailed  by  the  Massachusetts  and 
was  asked  why  I  was  not  steering  my  course,  when  I  assigned  as  a 
reason  that  I  had  shortly  before  received  orders  to  steer  oil'  my  course. 
I  accordingly  steered  on  my  course  again,  and  at  daylight  found  all 
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my  vessels  in  sight,  Mr.  Sawyer’s  brig  being  well  to  windward,  of 
course,  as  she  was  the  only  vessel  capable  of  making  any  weather. 
Supposing  he  was  merely  trying  the  quality  of  the  vessel,  and  taking 
it  for  granted  he  would  bear  down  and  rejoin  us  again  before  dark,  I 
was  surprised  to  see  him  hold  his  wind  ancl  keep  out  of  signal  distance 
and  apparently  making  his  way  to  Key  West.  Some  of  the  vessels 
were  so  dull  and  made  such  leeway  that  it  was  necessary  at  times  to 
heave  to  nearly  all  night  to  keep  them  together,  with  continual  reports 
that  one  or  the  other  had  gone  down.  Finding  it  impossible  at  the 
rate  of  leeway  we  were  making  to  reach  our  port  with  the  supply  of 
water  we  had  on  hand  for  the  prisoners  as  well  as  my  own  men,  1  at 
first  contemplated  putting  in  at  Fort  Pickens  and  reporting  to  the 
senior  officer  of  the  fleet  for  assistance  or  a  tow  from  one  cruiser  to 
another,  but  supposing  I  could  reach  Tampa  I  determined  to  make  the 
most  of  the  light  S.  E.  winds  and,  even  with  all  our  drift,  I  could 
reach  the  banks  in  the  neighborhood  and  procure  enough  water  either 
from  one  of  our  cruisers  or  by  sinking  a  well  on  shore,  to  be  able  to 
coast  it  down  to  Cape  Sable  and  to  Key  West.  I  could  have  reached 
my  port  of  destination  in  the  vessel  I  was  in,  poor  as  she  was,  but  1 
could  not  think  of  leaving  the  other  vessels  and  men  to  the  almost 
inevitable  fate  of  perishing  if  I  did  so.  1  could  not  follow  the  example 
of  Master  Sawyer  and  abandon  the  rest  of  the  vessels  to  their  fate. 
In  spite  of  every  human  effort,  it  was  impossible,  in  consequence  of 
the  light  breezes  and  calms  and  the  character  of  these  scow-built  ves¬ 
sels,  to  reach  Tampa,  and  we  anchored  in  a  heavy  squall  some  10  miles 
to  the  southward  of  Cedar  Keys.  It  was  at  this  point  and  in  this  loca¬ 
tion  that  I  was  captured. 

I  have  now  to  state  that  the  prize  crew  under  my  command  was  sent 
a  few  daj^s  before  my  exchange,  in  company  with  several  hundred  Fed¬ 
eral  troops,  south,  to  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.  The  men,  19  in  number,  with 
one  exception,  are  Eastern  men  (from  Massachusetts,  mostly),  are  tine 
men,  and  so  proved  themselves,  as  1  ever  served  with,  anil  1  regret 
extremely  that  I  should  have  been  separated  from  them,  and  I  trust 
sincerely  to  see  them  soon  exchanged  and  restored  to  serve  again  their 
flag,  which  they  so  much  love  and  are  faithful  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  L.  Selden, 
Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington . 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Mervine ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  reported  'preparation  of  steamer  in  London  for 
breaking  the  blockade. 


Navy  Department,  July  2,  1861. 
Sir:  The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  received  at  the 
Department  of  State  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  London. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine,  etc. 


Gideon  Welles. 


I  have  just  learned  that  a  Southern  man,  now  in  this  city  (London),  received  a 
letter  this  morning  from  Liverpool,  saying  that  a  very  sharp,  swift  steamer  was 
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nearly  ready  to  sail  with  rifled  cannon,  arms,  provisions,  etc.,  for  the  Southern  States. 
That  she  expects,  with  rifled  guns,  to  break  the  blockade  and  get  in.  It  is  thought 
her  destination  is  New  Orleans.  If  she  gets  in  safely  and  gets  her  cargo  discharged, 
she  will  be  sent  out  as  a  privateer.  There  may  not  be  much  foundation  for  this 
rumor,  but  I  think  from  the  manner  in  which  it  has  reached  me  there  is  enough  to 
warrant  the  blockading  vessels  at  the  different  ports  being  put  on  their  guard  and 
warned  what  to  look  for. 

I  shall  do  all  that  can  be  done  to  get  at  the  exact  facts  at  once. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  escape  of 
the  C.  i$.  S.  Sumter  from  the  Mississippi  River. 


No.  8.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Mississippi, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  July  3 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  by  the  arrival  last  night  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts,  I  have  intelligence  that  the  rebel  privateer  Sum¬ 
ter  made  her  escape  from  the  Mississippi  River  on  the  30th  ultimo 
while  Commander  Poor  was  in  chase  of  a  suspicious  vessel,  off  the 
river. 

I  have  ordered  the  U.  S.  S.  Niagara ,  which  was  about  to  leave 
for  Key  A  Vest  for  water  and  coal  for  herself  and  for  small  stores  for 
the  squadron,  to  go  by  way  of  Havana,  off  which  place  the  Sumter  is 
likely  to  be,  with  the  design  of  intercepting  the  California  steamers. 

If 'the  Niagara  does  not  fall  in  with  her,  she  is  to  proceed  to  Key 
West,  and  the  Crusader ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Craven,  will  be  dis¬ 
patched  after  the  privateer.  I  have  ordered  him  to  proceed  to  Havana, 
and  if  the  Sumter  is  found  in  that  port  to  endeavor  to  have  her  ordered 
out;  if  not,  he  is  to  cruise  off  that  port  five  or  six  days  and  then 
return  to  his  station  at  Key  AAT est. 

The  enclosure  will  prove  the  correctness  of  my  remarks  as  to  the 
necessity  of  the  employment  of  steamers  of  light  draft  on  the  block¬ 
ading  service.  There  is  an  immense  coast  trade  carried  on  by  small 
vessels,  which,  from  their  light  draft,  defy  the  approach  of  our  heavy 
men  of  war. 

Enclosed  please  also  find  the  following  documents: 

Copy  of  letter*  from  Commander  Poor,  of  the  Brooklyn ,  detailing 
the  escape  of  the  Sumter. 

Copy  of  letter  f  from  Commander  Smith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


p.  S. — Nearly  all  the  pursers  in  the  squadron  are  destitute  of  funds. 
I  would  respectfully  request  that,  if  possible,  a  supply  of  money  be 
sent  on  for  the  use  of  the  squadron. 


*  See  Series  I,  volume  1,  p.  34. 


f  See  p.  560. 
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Letter  from,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Mervine ,  V.  S. 

Navy ,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  transfer  of  American 

vessels  to  British  ownership. 

Navy  Department,  July  3,  1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter* 
in  repl}r  to  one  from  this  Department,  addressed  to  me  on  the  27th 
ultimo  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respecting  the 
transfer  of  American  vessels  to  British  ownership,  and  to  the  provis¬ 
ional  registers  issued  in  such  cases  by  British  consuls. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Commander  Gibson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship 
St.  Louis,  regarding  change  of  position  for  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Ship  St.  Louis, 

Off  Mobile  Bay,  July  l,  1861. 

Sir:  *  *  *  In  relation  to  the  distance  that  we  are  anchored  off 

the  entrance  of  the  bay,  I  have  only  to  state  that  I  was  directed  by 
Captain  •  McKean  to  take  this  exact  position.  I  have  not  weighed 
anchor  since  he  was  here.  We  are  now,  by  measurement,  2f  miles 
from  the  point  of  the  shoal;  a  steamer  might,  with  perfect  safety,  lie 
much  nearer.  The  Huntsville ,  however,  has  taken  her  position  f  at 
least  a  mile  outside  of  us;  if  she  was  the  same  distance  inside  of  us 
the  outlet  to  the  bay  would  be  more  effectually  guarded;  if,  sir,  after 
this  explanation  you  still  wish  me  to  change  my  anchorage,  I  will 
immediately  do  so. 

I  do  not  know,  sir,  whether  there  is  ati}^  driftwood  to  be  obtained 
about  the  islands  in  Mobile  Bay;  the  only  island  in  sight  of  us  is 
Dauphin  Island,  which  is  distant  about  11  miles  by  measurement  on 
the  chart,  and  I  should  think  it  very  unsafe  to  send  a  boat  such  a  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  ship  to  land  on  the  shore  of  an  enemy;  besides,  the 
quantity  of  wood  (if  any  could  be  obtained)  that  could  be  brought  off 
in  a  boat,  possibly  against  a  head  sea,  would  be  very  small,  and  hardly 
justify  the  risk. 

Ship  Island,  which  is  41  miles  to  westward  of  us,  is,  as  I  have  learned 
by  the  papers,  in  possession  of  the  rebels,  a  regiment  having  been  sent 
there,  as  stated,  since  the  burning  of  the  fortification  which  had  been 
commenced  there;  if  such  is  the  case  we  can  not  procure  water  at  Ship 
Island. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alex.  Gibson, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Wm,  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  off  Pensacola. 

P-  S. — Since  I  made  my  report  to  you  in  relation  to  the  state  of  this 
ship,  her  catheads  have  been  reported  to  me  as  being  in  a  state  of  decay. 

*See  Series  I,  volume  5,  p.  759. 

|The  position  of  the  Huntsville  was  also  given  by  Captain  McKean. 
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Report  of  Captain  Adams ,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  JJ.  S.  ship  Sabine, 
on  arrival  off  Portsmouth ,  N.  II. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Off  Portsmouth,  N.  II.,  July  I,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  from  the 
anchorage  off  Fort  Pickens,  which  place  she  left  on  the  15th  ultimo. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


General  report  of  Lieutenant  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
TJ.  S.  S.  Powhatan,  in  South  West  Pass ,  Mississippi  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 

South  West  Pass,  Mississippi  River,  July  4-,  1861. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  instructions  I  enclose  requisitions  for 
stores,  etc.,  for  live  months,  not  knowing  how  long  this  ship  will  remain 
out  on  this  station. 

She  was  sent  here  for  a  particular  purpose,  and  there  being  a  proba¬ 
bility  that  she  might  be  destroyed  in  the  attempt  to  enter  Pensacola 
Harbor,  I  took  no  more  stores  than  were  absolutely  necessary  to  get 
out  there;  in  fact,  she  is  destitute  of  everything.  We  can  not  raise  a 
tack,  scarcely  a  nail  to  repair  any  damages  with.  We  have  not  an 
ounce  of  paint  on  board,  nor  whitewash.  The  ship  is  actually  going 
to  ruin  for  want  of  her  wood  being  covered.  It  is  now  over  a  year 
since  she  had  any  paint  put  on  her.  We  could  not  repair  a  boat  for 
want  of  a  plank,  and  our  machinery  having  broken  down,  brought  to 
my  notice  that  there  was  no  rope  in  the  ship  to  make  sheets,  bowlines, 
braces,  halyards,  etc. 

I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  four  days  after  the  ship  was  ordered  to 
sea  she  was  outside  of  Sandy  Hook,  steering  south.  She  was  all  stripped 
when  ordered,  and  everything  was  put  on  board,  including  provisions, 
ordnance,  and  800  tons  of  coal  in  the  time  1  have  mentioned  above;  of 
course  there  was  confusion.  It  would  be  charity  for  some  ship  to  divide 
her  stores  with  us  until  such  time  as  we  could  have  them  sent  out.  W e 
are  on  an  important  service,  and  might  fail  for  want  of  some  very  small 
matter.  Captain  Adams  approved  a  requisition  of  mine  for  some 
articles  to  be  purchased  in  Havana.  I  received  a  letter  from  the  consul 
at  Havana  informing  me  that  the  articles  have  been  sent  over  in  the 
schooner  Nonpareil,  and  delivered  to  the  quartermaster  at  Pensacola. 
Will  you  do  me  the  favor,  siu,  to  have  them  sent  to  us  by  the  first  op¬ 
portunity.  At  present  our  machinery  is  broken  down,  but  I  am  lying 
close  up  to  the  bar,  and  nothing  can  get  in  or  out  without  running  over 
us.  I  shall  be  ready  to  steam  up  in  about  ten  days.  The  enemy  are 
beo-inning  to  make  some  demonstrations;  the  Sumter  has  come  down 
within  10  miles  of  us,  but,  owing  to  the  current,  has  been  beyond  tire 
reach  of  our  boats.  An  armed  tugboat  called  the  Ivy  is  employed  in 
attendance  on  this  vessel,  and  I  think  they  are  putting  up  batteries  at 
what  is  called  the  Passes.  Wishing  to  get  hold  of  this  Ivy  I  fitted  out 
an  expedition  up  the  river  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Watson 
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Smith,  who  was  directed  to  proceed  at  night  to  the  telegraph  station, 
seize  the  operator,  cut  the  wire,  and  with  35  picked  men,  well  armed 
and  concealed,  seize  the  Ivy  when  she  came  as  usual  to  the  dock.  I  he 
vessel  did  not  come  down  as  usual.  The  position  was  seized  and  all 
my  directions  carried  out,  and  on  the  third  day,  after  the  men  had  laid 
patiently  concealed,  a  mail  steamer  came  down  and  landed  on  the  oppo¬ 
site  side  of  the  river.  Mr.  Smith  could  stand  it  no  longer,  and  with 
16  men  stowed  away  in  the  bottom  of  an  old  deck  boat,  he  proceeded 
under  sail  across  the  river,  but  as  he  was  almost  near  enough  to  board 
her,  the  boat  started  oil'  under  a  full  head  of  steam,  gave  the  alarm  up 
the  river,  and  everything  in  the  shape  of  a  steamer  (man-of-war  and 
all)  immediately  got  underway  and  have  not  shown  themselves  since. 
My  intention  was  to  seize  the  Ivy,  put  200  men  in  her  at  once,  carry 
the  Sumter  by  boarding,  and  proceed  to  New  Orleans  under  the  dis¬ 
guise  of  the  secession  flag,  and  burn  the  Star  of  the  West.  The  only 
thing  that  prevented  this  was  the  want  of  one  more  minute  in  time,  for 
the  boarding  was  almost  accomplished. 

There  is  a  field  here  for  something  to  do.  The  steamers  they  have 
up  the  river  could  be  captured  by  a  proper  combination  of  force,  and 
we  could  very  easily  be  in  possession  of  the  lower  part  of  the  river 
and  cut  them  off  from  important  supplies.  When  the  hurricane  months 
come  on  we  will  have  to  enter  the  river  or  go  to  sea,  and  the  sooner 
we  get  in  with  our  forces  and  prevent  them  from  putting  up  forts  at 
an}7  of  the  Passes  the  sooner  this  war  will  be  brought  to  a  close.  I 
am  an  old  cruiser  in  this  river,  and  know  every  inch  of  the  ground. 
I  assure  you  that  an  expedition  up  the  river  is  an  easy  thing  for  ves¬ 
sels  not  drawing  over  16  feet,  and  1  do  believe  that  the  people  would 
return  to  their  allegiance  if  they  had  any  guarantee  of  protection.  I 
know  most  of  the  pilots,  light-house  keepers,  etc.,  and  this  is  their 
feeling.  I  was  glad  to  see  Captain  Alden  going  to  the  westward,  for 
there  is  an  active  commerce  carried  on  at  Atchafalaya  Bay  by  the  Ber¬ 
wick  Railroad.  Shut  that  up  and  }7ou  at  once  starve  oat  New  Orleans; 
but  the  South  Carolina  draws  too  much  water  for  that  duty.  The 
coast  is  very  shoal  about  Atchafalaya,  and  a  vessel  like  the  Water 
Witch,  drawing  8  feet  water,  would  suit  better.  I  have  no  doubt  but 
that  at  this  time  arms  and  munitions  of  war  are  being  sent  to  and  from 
New  Orleans  and  Texas  by  way  of  the  Berwick  Railroad,  also  cattle 
from  Texas.  Two  or  three  light-draft  steamers  (nothing  more  than  8 
feet)  would  put  a  stop  to  all  this.  Hoping  you  will  soon  visit  this 
part  of  your  command,  I  will  wait  till  then  to  give  you  what  informa¬ 
tion  I  possess  about  matters  and  things  here,  as  it  would  involve  too 
long  a  correspondence. 

We  shall  want  shortly  about  three  months’  provisions;  we  have  now 
six  weeks’  on  board.  1  have  400  tons  of  coal  on  board,  quite  enough 
for  present  purposes;  the  ship  leaks  very  much  when  she  has  more 
than  that  amount  in  her. 

I  am  averse  to  making  any  complaints  at  this  moment  about  the  con¬ 
dition  of  this  ship,  but  feel  it  my  duty  to  state  that  she  is  very  rotten 
and  in  need  of  thorough  repair  throughout.  I  doubt  if  we  could  save 
her  masts  in  a  heavy  blow,  the  spirketing  (to  the  middle  of  which  the 
rigging  screws  set  up)  is  almost  entirely  decayed. 

1  presume  she  is  throughout  decayed. 

It  was  a  disappointment  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  to  be 
ordered  away  from  Fort  Pickens  while  there  was  a  prospect  of  some 
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offensive  operations  taking  place,  and  having  been  disappointed  in  not 
being  allowed  by  the  commandant  at  Fort  Pickens  to  enter  the  harbor 
of  Pensacola  for  fear  of  precipitating  hostilities,  myself,  officers,  and 
crew  would  be  much  pleased  to  take  part  in  any  future  operations 
against  the  rebel  forts.  In  drill,  discipline,  and  general  effective¬ 
ness  this  ship  is  behind  no  other,  and  in  attack  on  Pensacola  would 
do  good  service.  I  am  familiar  with  the  channel  and  the  bar,  having 
sounded  them  out  thoroughly  while  blockading  the  harbor. 

I  beg  leave  to  say,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  supplies  are  taken  to 
New  Orleans  through  Wiley’s  Jump  [The  Jump],  a  pass  in  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  about  25  miles  from  here  and  to  the  northwest.  The  place  is 
only  accessible  within  15  miles  for  very  light-draft  steamers,  and  from 
theuce  to  the  pass,  in  boats,  one  small  steamer  would  effectually  block¬ 
ade  it.  The  South  Pass  is  still  open  12  miles  from  here,  and  I  have 
reason  to  think  that  vessels  drawing  7  feet  go  in  and  out  from  there 
at  night.  Open  boats  can’t  cruise  here,  or  I  would  have  taken  that 
means  to  block  up  the  Pass. 

The  lights  have  all  been  put  out  at  the  Passes  and  lighted  only  to 
show  from  up  the  river.  In  consequence  of  this  affording  aid  to  the 
enemy.  I  have  ordered  the  apparatus  at  South  West  Light-House  to  be 
taken  down  and  brought  on  board.  It  is  an  expensive  thing,  and  the 
Light-House  Board  will  be  glad  to  receive  it.  W e  keep  a  good  look¬ 
out  from  our  masthead,  and  in  case  we  make  out  one  of  our  own  vessels 
before  sunset,  I  hoist  one  of  our  side  lights  (which  shows  a  long  way) 
in  the  mizzen  top  and  three  horizontal  lanterns  at  the  peak.  A  vessel 
standing  in  must  bring  this  ship  to  bear  N.N.E.  and  then  steer  for  her. 
The  anchorage  is  outside  of  us  in  7  fathoms  water.  We  are  anchored 
close  to  the  bar,  and  sometimes  swing  on  the  mud. 

The  officers  and  crew  are  all  well,  with  the  exception  of  some  slight 
cases  and  some  casualties.  They  are  anxious  to  be  doing  something  to 
show  their  devotion  to  their  flag.  The  American  merchant  ship  Bam¬ 
berg,  bound  to  this  place,  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  from  Liver¬ 
pool,  stopped  in  Havana  about  the  16th  of  June  and  landed  her  cargo 
there,  being  advised  by  the  English  consul  to  do  so,  on  account  of  the 
blockade.  &I  am  of  the  opinion  these  arms  will  be  now  [run]  over  in 
small  fishing  smacks. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Blockading  Squadron  in  the  Gidf  of  Mexico. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan ,  Lieutenant  D.  I).  Porter ,  US. 

Navy ,  commanding . 

July  5,  1861.  — At  7:15  a.  m.  sent  Lieutenant  [George]  Brown,  in 
charge  of  the  launch  and  lifeboat,  accompanied  by  Chief  Engineer 
H.  Newell,  went  to  the  light-house  (off  South  West  Pass)  to  take  down 
and  bring  on  board  the  lantern.  At  12:35  p.  m.  the  party  returned 
on  board  ship,  bringing  all  the  apparatus  for  lighting  the  light-house 
at  the  South  West  Pass,  including  the  lenses. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Mervine ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  the  Depart¬ 
ment’’ s  instructions  regarding  further  cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the 

defense  of  Fort  Pickens ,  Fla. 

No.  9.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Mississippi, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  July  8,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  boats  of  this  ship  and  of 
the  frigate  Niagara  have  been  employed  ever  since  my  arrival  here, 
from  morning  until  night,  transporting  army  supplies  from  the 
transport  vessels  to  the  shore. 

The  almost  daily  arrival  of  transports  would  indicate  that  there  will 
be  no  cessation  of  this  double  dut}^  for  the  officers  and  crews.  It 
entirely  excludes  drilling  in  the  various  exercises  required  to  make 
our  ships  efficient  vessels  of  war,  and  converts  them  into  mere  append¬ 
ages  to  the  Army. 

It  appears  that  his  Excellency  the  President  issued  an  order  which 
authorized  Colonel  Brown,  on  his  assuming  the  command  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Florida,  to  call  upon  the  Navy  for  aid,  at  a  time,  however, 
when  Fort  Pickens  was  in  defenseless  condition.  I  can  not  believe 
that  that  order  was  intended  to  be  continued  in  force  when  the  post 
was  in  position  to  def,y  attack,  well  supplied  with  men,  scows,  and 
large  launches  sufficient,  when  manned  by  the  soldiers,  to  afford  the 
means  of  transportation  required. 

I  shall  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you,  sir,  on  this  subject  at  your 
earliest  convenience. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Meryine, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  O. 


Letter  from,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Mervine ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  regarding  measures  for  supplying  coal  and  provisions  to  the 
blockading  fleet. 

Navy  Department,  July  8 ,  1861. 

Sir:  Three  ships,  averaging  1,200  tons  each,  have  been  purchased 
and  will  be  immediately  dispatched  in  succession  to  the  Gulf,  loaded 
with  coal.  They  will  be  under  your  orders  for  the  distribution  of  coal 
from  Key  West  to  the  blockading  vessels  as  previously  intimated. 

The  first  one  or  two  will  sail  in  about  ten  days. 

Two  large  sea  steamers,  the  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island ',  have 
also  been  purchased  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  fresh  supplies  in 
ice,  also  paymasters’  and  forward  officers’  stores.  They  will,  if  not 
detained,  run  regularly  and  alternately  from  New  York  to  the  extreme 
limit  of  the  blockading  fleet,  giving  each  vessel  at  sea  the  necessary 
supplies  and  stores,  carrying  out  men  ancl  officers,  and  bringing  home 
others  who  are  condemned.  They  will  touch  at  Key  West  for  orders 
from  yourself;  but  to  insure  regularity,  it  is  very  necessary  that  they 
should  perform  their  circuit  without  detention  or  deviation  except  for 
some  pressing  necessity. 

I  he  Rhode  Island  will  probably  leave  in  ten  days  or  a  fortnight,  to 
be  followed  by  the  Connecticut.  Please  notify  the  commanding  officers 
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under  your  command,  and  give  early  information  to  the  Department  of 
the  wants  of  your  squadron,  that  they  may  go  forward  by  these  vessels. 
1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Flag-Officer  Mervine ,  IJ.  S. 

Nary,  forwarding  information  regarding  p>roposed  attack  upon  the 

blockading  fleet  at  the  Balize. 

Navy  Department,  July  8,  1861. 

Sir:  The  extract  below,  from  a  letter  received  at  this  Department, 
is  given  for  your  information.  Similar  information  was  given  you  in 
the  P.  S.  to  the  dispatch  from  this  Department  of  June  21. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine,  Commanding ,  etc. 

By  dates  from  New  Orleans  of  24th  June,  I  am  informed,  from  undoubted  author¬ 
ity,  that  the  propeller  Enoch  Train  is  now  being  fitted  up  by  a  force  of  100  men  for 
the  purpose  of  running  down  the  blockading  vessels  at  the  Balize,  with  a  view  to 
sink  them. 

The  propeller  is  to  be  covered  with  timber  2  feet  thick,  with  an  outside  plating  of 
1-inch  iron,  and  is  to  be  so  protected  as  to  glance  off  shot  and  shell.  She  is  to  have 
no  guns;  but  is  intended  to  go,  under  a  full  head  of  steam,  directly  in  contact  with 
our  vessels  of  war.  Her  bow  is  to  have  sharp  irons,  so  constructed  as  to  stave  a  hole 
through  the  vessel. 


List  of  vessels  captured  by  the  U  S.  S.  South  Carolina,  off  Galveston, 
from  July  J  to  July  7,  1861,  inclusive ,  Commander  James  Alden, 
.TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 


Date. 

Class. 

Name. 

Captain’s  name. 

Ton¬ 

nage. 

Remarks. 

July. 

4 

G.  Patterson . 

87 

4 

N.  A.  Nelson . 

40 

Pronounced  worthless  af- 

4 

L.  Maynard . 

87 

ter  survey  and  sent  into 
Galveston  with  passen¬ 
gers. 

Schooner 
(canal  boat) 

46 

Do. 

4 

Louisa.  . 

G.  Marshall . 

50 

Do. 

4 

Schooner 
(pilot  boat). 

Iy  Lawless . 

94 

5 

E.  Tonjety . 

24 

Do. 

5 

I.  Belinda's . 

63 

6 

do 

George  Baker  .... 

G.  H.  Smith . 

44 

Schooner 
(pilot  boat). 

66 

Total  number  of  passengers  and  crews,  including  captains  of  vessels, 
85  prisoners;  making,  with  the  one  run  on  shore  by  the  gunboat,  11 
vessels  captured  between  the  4th  and  7th  of  July,  inclusive. 

Examined  and  found  correct. 

James  Alden, 
Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 
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Report  of  Commander  Alden,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8. 

South  Carolina ,  transmitting  copy  of  report  regarding  eleven  captures 

made  by  that  vessel. 

U.  8.  8.  8outii  Carolina, 

Off  Galveston ,  July  9 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  for  the  information  of 
the  Department  a  copy  of  my  report  relating  to  our  late  captures,  to 
the  flag-officer  commanding  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  and  trust 
that  it  will  prove  satisfactory. 

The  health  of  my  crew  is,  1  am  happy  to  say,  very  good,  and  a  more 
loyal  set  I  never  knew. 

I  am  about  dispatching  two  of  the  prizes  this  evening  (the  Falcon 
and  George  G.  Baker)  for  New  York,  one  of  which  will  be  the  bearer 
of  this,  as  well  as  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  entitled  to  a  share  in 
the  capture  of  the  prizes. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 
Commander ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington ,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina, 

Off  Galveston ,  July  8 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  here  on  the  2d  instant, 
and  immediately  hoisted  a  signal  for  a  pilot  for  the  purpose  of  com¬ 
municating  with  the  shore.  In  a  short  time  a  pilot  boat  came  off, 
bearing  a  flag  of  truce  and  a  document,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
sent.  In  reply  to  it  I  enclosed  a  copy  of  your  declaration  of  blockade, 
with  a  single  remark  that  I  was  sent  here  to  enforce  it,  which  I  should 
do  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  The  next  morning,  the  3d  instant,  at 
daylight,  a  small,  high-pressure  steamer  evaded  our  vigilance,  and 
under  cover  of  a  thick  rain  squall  slipped  in,  but,  on  the  following 
day,  the  4th  instant,  we  succeeded  in  capturing  six  schooners;  on  the 
5th  two,  besides  one  ran  ashore  by  the  gunboat;  on  the  6th  one,  and 
on  the  7th  one,  making  in  all  eleven  sail  destroyed  or  captured.  A 
descriptive  list  is  herewith  sent.  It  will  be  seen  that  they  are  all 
rather  small,  and,  of  course,  with  cargoes  not  very  valuable.  Out  of 
the  whole  there  are  but  three  of  them  coppered,  viz,  one  called  the 
Shark  and  the  two  pilot  boats.  On  the  5th  instant  it  was  represented 
to  me  that  some  of  our  prizes  were  worthless.  I  thereupon  caused  a 
survey  of  them  to  be  held,  when  three — the  Venus ,  McCanfield ,  and 
Louisa — were  condemned  as  unseaworthy  and  unfit  to  lie  even  at  anchor 
in  any  seaway.  At  this  time,  my  prisoners  being  increased  in  number 
to  52  (an  inconvenient  crowd  to  handle  with  our  small  crew,  which  is 
very  much  reduced  by  manning  the  prizes),  I  determined  to  put  them 
on  board  the  condemned  vessels  and  send  them  in,  which  was  accord¬ 
ingly  done.  To-day  (the  8th  instant),  I  have  discharged  the  Corolla , 
another -worthless  one,  into  one  of  the  other  prizes,  and  shall  send  33 
more  prisoners  in  her  to  Galveston  this  afternoon.  This  leaves  me 
six  vessels  with  four  cargoes  to  dispose  of,  the  latter  being  worth 
about  $20,000. 

The  two  pilot  boats  being  empty,  one  of  them  1  have  made  a  cruiser, 
and  the  other  I  send  to  you  with  this  dispatch.  Among  other  things 
captured  we  have  13  mail  bags  and  31  bags  containing  express  matter. 
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Be  pleased  to  inform  me  what  I  shall  do  with  these  last.  Might  I  not 
let  the  private  citizens  have  their  letters  after  giving  them  a  thorough 
overhauling,  and  extracting  anything  of  a  public  nature?  Am  1  right 
in  turning  over  such  poor  craft  as  I  have  to  their  penniless  owners  by 
using  them  as  cartels  for  prisoners,  or  ought  I  to  destroy  them  and 
retain  the  captives? 

This  activity  incident  to  chasing  our  prizes  in  detail  has,  of  course, 
caused  a  greater  consumption  of  coal  than  was  contemplated,  and  we 
have  not  now  more  than  seven  days’  fuel  on  board;  this,  however,  I 
can  economize  very  much  by  tying  still  and  keeping  the  two  gunboats 
constantly  underway  and  only  chase  when  they  are  unable  to  bring  a 
vessel  to.  I  would  suggest  that  a  steam  frigate,  or  some  of  that  class, 
even  a  sail  vessel  would  do,  to  anchor  off  the  entrance  to  Galveston, 
where  she  can  ride  safely  all  the  year  round  and  serve  as  a  nucleus  for 
the  rest  of  us  to  center  about.  The  vessel,  with  the  two  gunboats,  the 
Aid  and  Dart ,  together  with  another  of  our  prizes  which  I  contem¬ 
plate  taking  into  service,  called  the  Shark,  a  vessel  of  light  draft  and 
strongly  built,  if  armed  with  a  24-pound  howitzer,  would  be  most 
efficient.  These  sent  to  cruise  to  the  south  as  far  as  the  Rio  Grande 
and  the  east  as  far  as  the  South  West  Pass  of  the  Mississippi,  would, 

1  believe,  most  effectually  close  up  every  hole  and  corner  along  that 
line  of  coast. 

If  a  vessel  can  not  be  sent  now,  I  shall  require  at  least  25  men  and 

2  officers,  which  will  be  no  more  than  sufficient  to  fill  vacancies  made 
by  manning  prizes,  and  if  you  approve  the  plan  of  arming  the  Shark, 
please  send  me  in  addition  to  that  number  12  more  men  and  a  24-pound 
howitzer.  The  Dart  I  shall  arm  with  one  of  the  12-pound  howitzers 
obtained  from  the  Powhatan  as  soon  as  I  can  get  a  slide.  I  send  you 
some  stirring  news  from  the  North  of  a  very  late  date,  Washington, 
the  4th  instant.  I  write  in  great  haste  and  am  compelled  to  omit 
many  things  which  perhaps  you  ought  to  know. 

But  I  am  sure  the  bearer  of  this,  our  master,  Mr.  [Rodney]  Baxter, 
will  be  able  to  fill  up  any  omissions,  and  will,  of  course,  give  you  in 
detail  some  interesting  facts,  which  I  have  been  barely  able  to  touch 
upon.  He  is  ordered  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  Pensacola  and 
report  to  you,  and  I  will  venture  to  hope  that  as  he  is  my  right  bower 
you  will  be  pleased  to  return  him  to  me  at  the  earliest  practicable 
moment. 

With  great  respect,  I  am  truly,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

James  Alden, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commander  in  Chief  TJ.  S.  Gulf  Squadron  . 

[Subenclosure.] 

Galveston,  Tex.  ,  July  2,  1861. 

Sir:  As  commanding  officer  of  this  port,  I  have  deputized  Colonel 
Sydnor  to  visit  you  for  the  purpose  of  requesting  you  to  inform  me 

of  the  object  of  your  visit. 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  C.  Moore, 

Captain  Artillery,  C.  S.  A.,  Commanding ,  Galveston , 

Commanding  Officer  of  the  Man-of-Wab  off  Galveston, 
n  w  r — vol  16— — 37 
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Report  of  Comm  ander  Alden ,  U.  S.  Na  vy ,  commanding  Z .  S.  S. 

South  Carolina ,  regarding  captures  of  schooners ,  July  9  and  Id, 

1861. 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina, 

Off  Galveston ,  August  28,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  requesting  me  to  furnish  you 
with  the  particulars  of  the  capture  of  the  two  schooners,  the  General 
T.  J.  Chambers  and  the  one  scuttled,  the  Tom  Ilicks ,  is  received.  The 
last  named  was  captured  off  the  port  on  the  9th  of  July,  loaded  with 
lumber,  27  tons  burden;  Charles  Wells,  captain;  owned  at  Calcasieu 
Bay,  La.;  from  this  port  and  bound  for  Port  Lavaca.  The  General 
T.  J.  Chambers  was  captured  off  this  port  on  the  12th  of  July,  lumber 
loaded,  46  tons  burden;  Jacob  Hanson,  captain;  owned  at  Galveston, 
from  Calcasieu  Bay,  bound  to  Galveston. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  entitled  to  share  the  prize 
money,  and  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  off  Fort  Pickens. 

The  cargo  of  the  Tom  Hicks,  some  15,000  feet  of  lumber,  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  this  vessel  before  she  was  scuttled  by  us,  and  still  remains 
there. 

Very  respectfully, 

James  Alden, 

Commander. 


Report  of  Captain  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  making  reference  to  the  pro¬ 
posed  pursuit  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Niagara. 

U.  S.  Steam-Frigate  Colorado, 

Key  West,  July  9,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  at  Key  W est. 

As  soon  as  I  can  replenish  coal  and  water  1  have  verbal  directions 
from  the  flag-officer  to  join  him  off  Fort  Pickens. 

Captain  McKean,  of  the  Niagara,  senior  officer  in  port,  will  com¬ 
municate  to  you  more  particularly  about  the  proceedings  of  the  rebel 
privateer  Sumter  and  of  his  intention  of  going  in  pursuit. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Bailey, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Captain  McKean ,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  letter  from  the 

consul-general  at  Havana ,  Cuba,  regarding  captures  made  by  the 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

U.  S.  Steam-Frigate  Niagara, 

Key  West ,  July  9,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Niagara ;  at  this 
place  for  coal  and  water  at  9  o’clock  yesterday  morning. 

Last  night  at  19  o’clock  1  received  a  communication  from  Consul- 
General  Shufeldt,  at  Havana,  a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  transmit. 

The  Colorado  being  at  the  coaling  wharf,  and  there  not  being  room 
in  the  harbor  for  this  ship  to  swing,  I  was  compelled  to  anchor  out¬ 
side  the  fort,  but  I  have  now  two  coal  vessels  alongside,  and  hope  to 
get  a  sufficient  quantity  of  coal  on  board  to  start  in  pursuit  of  the 
Sumter  in  the  course  of  the  night,  if  the  pilot  can  take  us  out,  or,  at 
latest,  by  daylight  to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  Shufeldt,  I  presume,  will  communicate  with  the  governor- 
general  of  Cuba  on  the  subject  of  the  Sumter.  I  will  therefore  write, 
begging  him  to  telegraph  to  me  through  the  U.  S.  commercial  agent 
at  Cienfuegos  the  result  of  any  conference  that  may  take  place. 
Should  I  find  the  Sumter  in  harbor,  I  will  be  guided  by  the  informa¬ 
tion  I  may  receive,  either  to  take  possession  of  her  or  in  blockading 
her  there. 

In  going  in  pursuit  of  the  Sumter ,  I  shall  deviate  from  the  instruc¬ 
tions  of  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  which  doubtless  have  been  communi¬ 
cated  to  you,  but  1  think  the  circumstances  of  the  case  justify  me  in 
so  doing. 

The  paymaster  being  entirely  without  funds,  I  have  found  it  neces- 
sary  to  draw  $9,000,  in  case  there  should  be  a  necessity  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  coal  at  Cienfuegos  or  elsewhere. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 

P.  S. — I  will  take  with  me  the  steamer  Crusader,  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Craven,  as  I  doubt  if  this  ship  can  enter  the  harbor  of 
Cienfuegos. 

[Enclosure.] 

Consulate-General  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Havana,  July  7,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  just  received  of  Charles  D.  Fowler,  esq.,  U.  S.  consular 
agent  at  Cienfuegos  (south  side  of  the  island),  a  telegraphic  dispatch, 
dated  last  night,  at  10:05,  in  the  following  words: 

The  war  steamer  Sumter  (Southern)  has  c.aptured  seven  vessels  and  just  come  into 
this  port  with  all  of  them. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  Shufeldt, 

Consul-  General. 

Commander  of  Any  U.  S.  War  Vessel, 

Key  West. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  Flag-  Officer  Mervine,  lT.  S. 
Wavy.,  forwarding  extracts  regarding  proposed  destruction  of  tele¬ 
graph  line  from  Mobile  to  New  Orleans. 


Navy  Department,  July  10 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  communicate  for  your  information  the  following  extiact  ft  om 
a  letter  referred  to  this  Department  by  the  Secretary  of  \\  ar. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Comm  anding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron . 

I  would  also  suggest  the  destruction  of  the  telegraph  line  from  Mobile  to  New 
Orleans,  and  thereby  cutting  off  all  communication  from  Mobile,  south.  This  can 
easily  be  accomplished,  as  the  principal  part  of  the  route  is  by  cable  across  the  bay 
and  lake,  and  from  information  (confidential)  it  can  be  easily  done. 

Patrick. 


Engagement  with  Confederate  batteries  on  Ship  Island ,  Mississippi 

Sound ,  July  9 ,  1861. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  U.  3.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  report. 

No.  10.1  Flagship  Mississippi, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  July  10 ,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  a 
copy  of  the  report  of  Commander  Melancton  Smith,  of  the  FT.  S.  S. 
Massachusetts ,  in  relation  to  a  fire  opened  upon  him  from  Ship  Island. 

This  island  is  fortified  by  the  rebels,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
their  inter-water  commerce  with  New  Orleans,  which  is  very  important 
to  them.  This  could  be  entirely  cut  off  by  light-draft  steam  propellers, 
or,  indeed,  by  sailing  vessels,  mounting  one  18  or  24  pounder  pivot  gun 
and  two  or  more  light  howitzers. 

I  shall,  in  all  probability,  be  compelled  to  throw  up  a  battery  on  the 
north  point  of  Chandeleur  Island  to  secure  an  anchorage  for  the  vessels 
stationed  in  Mobile  Bay  during  bad  weather. 

That  island  affords  a  iee  and  good  anchorage,  even  during  hurricanes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  from  the  Department 
of  instructions  relative  to  vessels  cleared  from  Northern  ports  for  Key 
West.  I  have  taken  action  in  accordance  therewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S. — July  11,  1861.  Since  writing  the  foregoing  I  am  in  receipt 
of  a  communication  from  Commander  Price,  of  the  Huntsville ,  who 
reports  the  reception  of  three  negroes  on  his  vessel,  who  eascaped 
from  the  shore  in  a  canoe  of  their  own  construction.  They  are  still 
on  the  Huntsville ,  and  I  ask  for  instructions  as  to  the  disposition  to 
be  made  of  them,  as  well  as  for  my  action  in  future  similar  cases. 

Wm.  Mervine, 

-  Flag-Officer ,  etc. 
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Report  of  Commander  Smith,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Massachusetts. 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

Off  Chandeleur  Island ,  July  9 ,  1861. 

Sir:  Considering  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  you  should  lie 
immediately  informed  of  the  occupancy  of  Ship  Island  by  a  rebel  force 
and  the  erection  of  four  batteries  at  that  place,  I  have  judged  it  to  be 
the  most  expeditious  and  least  objectionable  method  to  communicate 
with  the  steamer  Huntsville  and  dispatch  her  to  acquaint  you  with  the 
particulars,  as  that  arrangement  will  leave  the  St.  Louis  to  blockade. 
Mobile  and  permit  me  to  return  to  my  station. 

I  leached  here  from  Pensacola  at  12  o’clock  on  the  1th  instant, 
when,  finding  everything  quiet,  1  proceeded,  as  directed  to  Pass  a 
l’Outre  on  the  Oth  and  thence  to  South  West  Pass  on  the  7th,  to  deliver 
your  dispatches.  On  my  return  here  last  evening,  the  8th,  I  found 
that  Ship  Island  light  had  been  extinguished,  and  argued  from  that  cir¬ 
cumstance  that  the  place  had  been  fortified  in  my  absence. 

This  proved  to  be  the  case,  as  I  discovered  at  daylight  3  secession 
flags,  39  tents,  and  4  batteries  in  process  of  erection,  the  materials 
used  in  their  construction  being  bales  of  cotton  and  sand  bags. 

Upon  weighing  anchor  the  rebels  opened  fire  from  two  batteries  of 
one  gun  each,  the  missiles  from  which  both  fell  short.  1  steamed  up 
immediately  within  range  of  their  guns,  returning  their  fire  from  the 
pivot  guns  with  round  shot  and  15-second  shells  from  gun  deck,  but 
with  distant  firing  charges  and  all  the  elevation  1  could  give  the  guns, 
the  shot  fell  short,  while  two  from  the  batteries  on  shore  passed  over 
the  forecastle  and  engine  house  and  struck  the  water  several  yards 

from  the  vessel.  „  .  ,  ,  . 

Having  exhausted  all  my  15-second  shell  (lo  in  number),  and  as  the 
engine  of  this  vessel  is  all  above  the  water  line,  I  considered  it  pru¬ 
dent  to  haul  off  a  short  distance,  where  1  remained  quiet,  out  of  reach 
of  their  shot,  until  they  ceased  firing. 

1  am  of  opinion  that  the  rebels  have  1  rifled  cannon,  2  guns  ot  heavy 
caliber,  one  12-pounder,  and  a  force  of  300  to  400  men,  in  which  opinion 
the  officers  of  this  vessel  fully  concur,  some  estimating  the  force  as 

high  as  800.  .  ,  i  ,  , 

Twenty-six  shot  and  shell  were  fired  from  the  batteries,  and  17  shot 

and  shell  from  this  vessel.  ,  .  T  A  A 

Deeming  it  injudicious  to  leave  for  Mobile  before  dark,  1  pioceeded 
to  Chandeleur  Island  to  remove  the  lens  and  secure  the  lighting  appa¬ 
ratus  at  that  station,  to  prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  ot  the  rebels 
in  my  absence,  which  work  I  have  accomplished. 

'  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Major-General.  Twiggs,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Department  No.  1,  C.  S.  A., 

New  Orleans ,  La.,  July  1%,  1861. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  transmitted  a  statement  of  the  number  and  the 
position  of  troops  in  this  department.  A  few  days  since  I  sent  my 
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aid-de-camp,  Capt.  Edward  Higgins,  in  command  of  the  steamer 
Oregon ,  with  about  90  men  and  one  8-inch  shell  gun,  to  visit  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  Ship  Island.  On  his  arrival  there  the  enemy  had  disappeared. 
He  landed  the  8-inch  gun  and  a  82-pounder,  and  left  Lieutenant  \\  ar- 
ley,  of  the  Navy,  in  command,  to  put  the  guns  in  position  and  defend 
the  island. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  Lieutenant  Warley’s  report.  The  8-inch  gun 
was  borrowed  from  the  Navy.  The  commodore  asked  me  to  return  it 
by  the  20th  instant.  As  it  is  the  only  efficient  gun  I  have  on  the 
island,  it  would  cause  considerable  embarrassment  to  return  it  at  this 
time;  and  as  the  Navy  has  two  more  8-inch  guns  not  in  use,  I  shall 
delay  returning  it. 

The  demonstration  of  Lieutenant  Warley  at  Ship  Island  proves  that 
the  place  can  be  maintained  if  we  can  retain  the  guns  borrowed  from 
the  Navy. 

Two  boats  seized  by  the  governor  of  Louisiana  and  turned  over  to 
me  1  have  armed  as  well  as  I  could.  They  are  now  in  the  lakes. 
Ammunition  is  much  wanted. 

I  think  we  can  prevent  in  future  the  enemy  showing  such  boldness 
6n  the  lakes,  and  one  or  two  more  boats  will  insure  the  safety  of  ves¬ 
sels  between  here  and  Mobile.  The  guns  on  the  steamers  are  not  suit¬ 
able.  They  are  32-pounders,  but  I  could  do  no  better. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  report  to  the  Department  how'  much  I  am 
indebted  to  Captain  Higgins  for  his  energy  and  industry  in  fitting  out 
the  steamers.  Having  been  an  officer  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  his  knowl¬ 
edge  and  experience  in  such  matters  were  invaluable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  Twiggs, 

Major -  General ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  L.  I\  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Statement  of  posts  and  troops  in  Department  No.  1,  C.  S.  A.,  July  12,  1861. 

Fort  Morgan,  Mobile  Bay,  ten  companies  Second  Alabama  Vol¬ 
unteers. 

Fort  Gaines,  Mobile  Bay,  five  companies  Alabama  artillery. 

Grant’s  Pass,  Mobile  Bay,  one  company  Alabama  artillery. 

East  Pascagoula,  two  companies,  Fourth  Regiment  Louisiana 
Volunteers. 

Biloxi,  two  companies,  Fourth  Regiment  Louisiana  Volunteers. 

Mississippi  City,  one  company,  Fourth  Regiment  Louisiana  Vol¬ 
unteers. 

Ship  Island,  three  companies,  Fourth  Regiment  Louisiana  Vol¬ 
unteers. 

Pass  Christian,  two  companies,  Fourth  Regiment  Louisiana  Vol¬ 
unteers. 

Fort  Pike,  one  company  Louisiana  artillery,  80  general  service 
recruits. 

Fort  Macomb,  one  company  city  troops. 

Bienvenue  and  Ponce  Dupres,  one  company  city  troops. 

Proctorsville,  one  company  city  troops. 

New  Orleans  Barracks,  two  companies  city  troops;  295  general  serv¬ 
ice  recruits,  partly  formed;  one  company  Louisiana  infantry;  one 
company  Louisiana  artillery. 
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Pass  Manehae,  20  men,  city  troops. 

Fort  Berwick,  Berwick  Bay,  two  companies  volunteers. 

Fort  Chene,  Berwick  Bay,  one  company  volunteers. 

Fort  Livingston,  two  companies  volunteers. 

Fort  Jackson,  four  companies  Louisiana  artillery. 

Fort  St.  Philip,  three  companies  Louisiana  artillery. 

The  average  strength  of  a  company  is  about  80  men. 

D.  Beltzhoover, 

Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


The  Ship  Island  Engagement. 

From  the  Richmond  Dispatch,  July  23, 1861.] 

The  New  Orleans  Delta  of  the  17th  instant,  published  the  following 
corrected  statement  of  the  Ship  Island  affair: 

Captain  Edward  Higgins,  of  the  C.  S.  Army,  aid-de-camp  to  General  Twiggs,  acting 
under  the  orders  of  the  general,  took  possession  of  the  steamers  Oregon  and  Swam, 
the  former  armed  with  one  8-inch  columbiad  and  one  12-pound  howitzer,  the  latter 
with  a  32-pounder  and  one  howitzer,  both  boats  manned  by  the  crew  of  the  McRae. 
The  steamers,  after  protecting  their  boilers  at  Bay  St.  Louis,  proceeded  toward  the 
cruising  ground  of  the  Massachusetts  and  tenders.  On  reaching  Ship  Island  found 
that  the  Massachusetts  had  left.  Captain  Higgins,  aware  of  the  importance  of  the 
position,  took  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  occupying  it,  and  to  that  end 
immediately  landed  the  four  guns  above  mentioned  and  the  crew  of  the  McRae; 
put  them  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Warley,  as  commander,  who  immediately  went  to 
work  erecting  the  batteries,  and  to  him,  in  conjunction  with  Captain  Thom,  of  the 
marines,  Surgeon  Lionale  [Lining(?)],  and  Midshipmen  Comstock  and  Read,  is  due 
whatever  praise  may  be  attached  to  the  repulse  of  the  Massachusetts.  On  his  arii\a 
at  New  Orleans,  Captain  Higgins  reported  to  General  Twiggs,  and  then  it  was  that 
guns,  ammunition,  etc.,  were  placed  on  the  Oregon  and  Grey  (  loud,  m  charge  of 
Major  Smith,  and  with  them  that  gentleman  proceeded  to  Ship  Island,  where  he 
has  since  mounted  the  guns  so  sent. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer _  Mervine,  US. 
Navy ,  transmitting  informatiem  regarding  the  fitting  out  of  vessels 
by  the  Confederates  near  Nevi  Orleans. 

Navy  Department,  July  10 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  dated  the  5th  instant, 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  referred  by  him  to  this  Depart¬ 
ment,  in  relation  to  the  fitting  out  of  steamers  by  the  rebels  near  New 

Orleans. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West,  K  la. 

[Enclosure.] 

Philadelphia,  July  5,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  On  my  way  home  from  Texas,  a  week  since,  where  I 
have  lived  with  my ‘family  for  the  last  three  years,  I  stopped  in  New 
Orleans  two  days,  and  in  my  walks  through  the  city  and  vicinity  I 
found  they  were  making  active  preparations  at  Algiers,  fitting  out 
steamers,  sailing  craft,  and  tugs,  mounting  from  two  to  seven  guns 
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each.  I  learned  they  had  twenty-eight  under  way  and  ready.  Most 
of  those  I  saw  were  old  steamers  and  tugs  altered  and  guns  placed  on 
board.  I  understood  their  intention  is  to  capture  one  of  the  blockad¬ 
ing  ships  at  the  mouth,  should  they  find  them  separated.  T  have  no 
doubt  the  Government  is  well  posted  what  is  goingon  down  there,  but 
as  it  is  dangerous  for  a  Northern  man  to  be  squinting  about  in  that 
country  I  thought  this  might  accidentally  be  of  some  value,  and  there¬ 
fore  embraced  this  opportunity. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

Lewis  Eckel, 

221  North  Third  street ,  Ph  iladelphia. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron. 


Report  of  Captain  Eagle ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  Ship 
Santee ,  of  the  sailing  of  that  vessel  from  Hampton  Roads  for  the 
Gulf  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Santee,  July  10 ,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  frigate  Santee  under  my 
command,  left  Hampton  Roads  this  day  at  12  o’clock,  and  proceeded 
to  sea  on  her  way  to  join  the  blockading  squadron  commanded  by  Flag- 
Officer  William  Mervine.  We  discharged  the  pilot  at  5  p.  m.  this  day. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Eagle, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Strong,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  at  St. 

Marks,  Fla.,  and  capture  of  the  sloop  George  B.  Stoat. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohawk, 

Off  St.  Marks,  Fla,.  July  12,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  June  10,  I  left  Key  West  for 
this  place  and  arrived  on  the  22d  ultimo. 

On  the  following  morning  I  sent  the  declaration  of  blockade  on 
shore  under  a  flag  of  truce. 

The  secessionists  have  erected  a  battery  at  about  50  yards  from 
the  light-house,  mounting  two  32-pounders  and  two  brass  12- pounders, 
manned  by  from  75  to  100  men;  the  fort  is  built  of  logs  of  wood, 
boarded  on  the  outside  and  filled  in  with  sand. 

A  light-draft  steamer,  drawing  8  or  9  feet  of  water,  with  a  couple 
of  heavy  guns  on  board,  could  take  the  fort  perfectly  easy,  if  it  should 
be  thought  desirable. 

After  waiting  here  for  several  days,  and  hearing  nothing  from  Miss 
Smith,  or  the  messenger  that  I  sent  from  Key  West,  1  concluded  my 
letter  had  not  reached  her,  and  as  there  was  no  possibility  of  commu¬ 
nicating  with  her,  except  under  a  flag  of  truce  (she  being  at  Newport), 
I  sent  a  note  to  her  on  the  29th  of  June,  telling  her  that  I  had  a  letter 
and  money  for  her,  but  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  her  to  come  off 
and  get  it.  I  also  said  her  friends  were  anxious  for  her  return,  and 
that  my  cabin  was  at  her  service. 

1  he  commanding  officer  at  the  fort  said  the  note  should  be  forwarded 
to  the  lady. 
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On  the  8th  instant  I  received  the  enclosed  letter  from  the  governor 
of  the  State,  brought  to  me  under  flag  of  truce,  and  also  a  note  from 
Miss  Smith,  asking  me  to  deliver  the  letter  and  many  thanks  to  Mr. 
Noyes,  to  whose  care  it  was  directed.  I  did  so,  and  have  heard  noth¬ 
ing  from  there  since.  The  note  to  Miss  Smith,  instead  of  being  sent 
to  her,  was  first  sent  to  the  governor. 

On  the  5th  instant,  captured  the  sloop  George  B.  /Sloat,  attempting 
to  run  the  blockade  (for  the  second  time  since  I  arrived  off  the  port). 

There  were,  as  passengers,  on  board,  the  lady,  three  children,  and 
two  servants  of  Adjutant-General  Holland,  of  Florida;  Mrs.  H. 
claimed  the  flag  to  be  private  property,  and  secured  it  to  her  per¬ 
son.  As  I  could  not  possess  it  without  using  violence  to  a  lady,  and 
she  in  a  very  delicate  situation,  I  determined  to  let  it  go.  I  landed 
the  family  at  the  fort,  and  have  the  captain  and  crew  of  the  sloop  on 
board  this  vessel.  The  captain  and  at  least  one  of  his  men,  two,  I 
think  (from  evidence  that  I  have),  belong  to  the  secession  Army. 

In  vour  instructions  to  me,  you  direct  me  to  send  all  prizes  to  the 
nearest  Northern  port  for  adjudication.  This  sloop  is  not  worth  the 
expense,  and  instead  of  sending  her  north,  I  would  respectfully  request 
to  be  allowed  to  take  her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication,  as  we  have  a 
United  States  consul  there.  Please  direct  me  also  what  disposition  I 
shall  make  of  the  prisoners. 

Colonel  Williams,  the  officer  who  brought  me  the  note  from  the 
governor,  informed  me  that  they  (the  secessionists)  had  taken  two 
schooners  at  Cedar  Keys,  with  Lieutenant  Selden,  U.  S.  Navy,  and 
18  men.  I  think  there  must  be  some  mistake.  There  is  but  one 
lieutenant  of  that  name  in  the  service,  or  at  least  on  the  Navy  Register, 
and  he  is  retired.  But  the  colonel  was  positive  that  they  had  a 
lieutenant  of  the  U.  S.  Navy  as  prisoner. 

There  is  a  shoal  that  makes  off  this  coast  all  the  way  from  South 
West  Cape  to  Cedar  Keys,  from  5  to  8  miles  from  the  land,  with  a 
channel  on  the  inside  for  vessels  drawing  6  feet  of  water;  that  chan¬ 
nel  is  used  for  boats  and  small  craft,  to  communicate  along  the  coast 
and,  it  may  be,  for  transporting  munitions  of  war  also. 

It  is  impossible  for  me,  in  this  vessel,  to  prevent  it,  for  1  can  not 
approach  the  shore  within  4  miles,  on  account  of  the  draft  of  water, 
and  even  if  I  could  it  would  be  to  no  purpose,  except  to  mortify  and 
disgrace,  for  5  knots  under  steam  alone  is  all  that  can  be  gotten  out  of 
this  vessel  in  her  present  condition,  and  with  a  good  breeze  the  sails 
will  add  from  1  k  to  2  knots. 

1  consider  her  very  inefficient  for  this  duty  in  her  present  state. 

I  understand  they  are  building  a  battery  at  Cedar  Ke}^s,  intending 
to  mount  four  24-pounders  upon  it,  and  the  guns  are  now  on  the  way. 

I  shall  be  obliged  to  leave  here  on  the  25th  instant  and  go  to  Key 
West  for  water,  in  case  I  am  not  supplied  by  that  time. 

We  have  two  light  cases  of  scurvy  on  board.  W  ith  that  exception 
our  officers  and  crew  are  in  good  health.  _  . 

Not  a  single  vessel  has  appeared  off  the  coast  since  my  arrival,  with 
the  exception  of  occasionally  a  small  sailboat  close  under  the  land,  and 

there  are  no  vessels  in  port. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Lieu  tenant,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  G  ulf  Blockading  Lguadron. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Executive  Department, 

Tallahassee ,  July  2,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  note  sent  to  Miss  Smith  by  the  tiag  of  truce  has  been 
duly  forwarded  to  that  lady. 

Miss  Smith  can  not  be  permitted  to  visit  your  vessel,  but  she  can 
appoint  any  person  she  sees  proper  to  receive  any  property  for  her. 

She  will  be  furnished  with  any  papers  from  this  department  that 
will  insure  her  respect  and  safeguard  to  her  friends  in  the  United 
States  if  she  desires  to  return  to  the  Northern  country. 

But  whether  she  stays  here  or  returns  to  her  friends,  be  assured 
she  will  receive  all  the  attention  and  security  that  all  ladies  receive  in 
the  Southern  States. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

M.  S.  Perry. 

Lieutenant  Strong, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mohawk ,  off  St.  Marks. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Water  Witch ,  Lieutenant  William  Ronck- 
endorff ’  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding. 

July  12,  1861. — East  Pass,  Santa  Rosa  Island,  Florida.  At  4  : 50  a.  m. 
sent  second  cutter  ashore  armed.  When  near  the  beach  the  boat  was 
tired  upon  by  a  party  of  about  25  men;  cutter  returned  to  the  ship 
immediately.  No  one  hurt.  At  6: 30  got  underway  and  steamed  in 
toward  the  land;  called  all  hands  to  quarters.  Sent  the  first  cutter 
ashore  with  Lieutenant  Eastman  and  11  men,  who  scoured  the  eastern 
end  of  the  island.  From  8  to  12  first  cutter  landed  with  men  and  took 
possession  of  a  sloop  lying  inside,  and  commenced  working  it  down 
toward  the  East  Pass.  It  grounded  several  times.  From  12  to  I  p.  m. : 
Sent  gig  and  first  cutter  to  assist  in  towing  the  sloop.  It  grounded 
about  one-half  mile  inside  East  Pass  and  was  abandoned,  after  taking 
out  the  compass,  etc. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Scott ,  17.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  IT.  S,  S.  Keystone  State ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  Gul  f 
Squad#' on. 


Navy  Department,  July  13,  1861. 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State ,  under  your  command,  is  to  form 
a  part  of  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  of  which  Captain  William 
Mervine  is  flag-officer.  You  will,  therefore,  as  soon  as  she  shall  be  in 
all  respects  ready  for  sea,  proceed  with  her  to  the  Gulf  and  report  to 
Flag-Officer  Mervine  for  duty. 

On  the  way  to  Key  West  vou  will  keep  on  the  inner  edue  of  the 
Gulf  Stream. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  a  complete  muster  roll  of 
the  crew,  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Keystone  State. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

„  ,  _  TT  „  Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  G.  H.  Scott, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State ,  Philadelphia. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Mervine ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy ,  transmitting  consular  information  regarding  the  fitting  of 
vessels  at  Hamburg ,  Germany. 

Navy  Department,  July  15 ,  1861. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  extract  from  a  dispatch  received  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Hamburg,  in  relation  to 
the  fitting-  at  that  port  of  vessels  for  the  coast  of  Texas. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Comdg.  Gulf  Blockading  Sq  uadron ,  Key  11  7est,  Fla. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Consulate, 
Hamburg ,  June  11 ,  1861. 

Sir:  Vessels  are  constantly  fitting  out  at  this  port  for  Point  Isabel, 
on  the  coast  of  Texas. 

The  owners  of  the  vessels  and  cargo  seem  confident  of  being  able  to 
make  the  port  of  destination  without  meeting  any  obstacles,  and  come 
to  me  for  the  usual  papers. 

*  *  r  1  *  *  *  *  * 
Your  obedient  servant, 

James  H.  Anderson, 

TJ.  S.  Consul. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  cif  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  IT.  S. 
Navy,  deploring  the  escape  of  the  C.  S.  8.  Sumter. 

Navy  Department,  July  16,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Department  regrets  to  learn  that  a  rebel  steamer,  the 
Sumter  armed  and  fitted  out  at  New  Orleans,  has  passed  out  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  and  has  been  committing  serious  depredations  on  our  com¬ 
merce  in  the  Gulf.  .  ,  ,  , , 

The  preventing  of  privateers  from  leaving  the  ports  of  the  insur¬ 
rectionary  States  on  the  Gulf,  is  an  object  from  which  your  attention 
should  not  be  withdrawn.  The  Department  will  continue  to  add,  as 
rapidly  as  circumstances  will  permit,  to.  the  squadron  under  youi 
command  to  enable  you  to  carry  out  efficiently  the  instructions  that 

you  have  received.  . 

It  is  very  desirable,  as  suggested  by  the  Department  in  its  lettei  to 
you  of  the  21st  ultimo,  that  hulks  should  be  sunk  in  some  of  the  out¬ 
lets,  either  using  prizes  or  purchasing  vessels  for  the  purpose.. 

No  more  privateers  must  be  permitted  to  make  their  way  mto  the 

Would  it  not  be  well  to  take  a  position  in  the  Mississippi  above  the 
Passes  and  erect  a  shore  battery  ?  Bv  this  means  the  egress  of  vessels 

would  be  entirely  prohibited. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  J  Gideon  Welles. 

Flao--Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Order  from  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  U.  S.  Wavy,  to  Commander  A-lden, 

JJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  prisoners  and  prizes  and  enjoining  the  effect¬ 
ive  blockade  of  Galveston ,  Tex. 

Flagship  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  July  16,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  communication  of 
the  8th  instant.  The  Department  wishes  you  to  report  in  reference  to 
the  merits  of  the  Emerson  windlass,  in  use  on  your  vessel.  In  reply 
to  the  queries  in  your  letter  already  referred  to,  I  have  to  make  the 
following  answers:  All  prisoners  who  refuse  to  swear  allegiance  to 
the  United  States,  and  also  to  give  their  parole  of  honor  not  to  bear 
arms  against  the  Government,  either  on  land  or  water,  must  be  re¬ 
tained  as  prisoners  of  Avar,  and  sent  to  me  by  the  first  public  con¬ 
veyance.  All  prizes  of  no  value  should  be  sunk  in  such  a  manner  as 
best  to  obstruct  the  navigation  of  the  rebels,  using  these  means  as  assist¬ 
ants  in  the  blockading  service.  Care  should  be  taken,  however,  to 
preserve  all  the  goods  and  papers  in  such  vessels,  to  be  sent  to  Key 
West  for  adjudication. 

All  documents  seized,  of  any  public  nature  or  importance,  must  be 
sent  to  me.  Strictly  private  letters  may  be  sent  on  shore  under  a  flag 
of  truce.  The  express  matter  spoken  of,  you  will  examine  and  send 
on  to  me  anything  of  a  valuable  or  public  nature  therein  contained. 
It  is  necessary  that  the  blockade  established  should  be  a  thorough  and 
effective  one.  Your  great  object  will  be  to  effectively  blockade  the 
port  of  Galveston,  not  moving  from  thence,  as  that  would  destroy  the 
blockade  as  to  foreigners.  Our  own  vessels  attempting  to  enter  or 
come  out  are  good  prizes  and  may  be  captured  by  your  tenders.  I 
am  expecting  a  supply  of  coal,  but  can  not  tell  when  it  will  be  here. 
Use  economy,  therefore,  in  the  consumption  of  the  supply  you  now 
have. 

I  have  no  24-pounder  howitzers  that  you  can  have  for  mounting  on 
the  Shark-,  that  project  will  have  to  be  abandoned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  James  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  JJ.  A  S.  South  Carolina. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  JMervine,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  general  matters 

'pertaining  to  his  command. 

No.  12.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  July  17,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  dispatches  from 
the  Department.  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  station  on  the  15th 
instant,  of  the  steam  frigate  Colorado,  and  the  transfer  of  my  flao-  to 
her  on  the  16th  instant. 

The  prize  schooner  Sam.  Houston,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master 
Rodney  Baxter,  arrived  here  on  the  15th  instant,  with  a  dispatch* 


*See  p.  576. 
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from  Commander  James  Alden,  dated  the  8th  instant,  a  copy  of  which 
is  enclosed. 

The  veiy  efficient  manner  in  which  Commanders  Alden  and  Smith 
have  performed  the  duties  assigned  them  is  worthy  of  commendation. 
They  have,  however,  greater  facilities  for  making  captures  than  other 
commanders  of  the  squadron,  their  own  vessels  being  of  light  draft, 
and  being  assisted  by  vessels  they  have  captured  and  fitted  out  with  a 
heavy  gun  and  a  prize  crew.  If  all  the  vessels  recently  purchased  for 
blockading  purposes  were  wTell  supplied  with  boats  and  howitzers, 
the  whole  coastwise  commerce  could  be  destroyed. 

The  Mississippi  came  out  with  only  one  small  howitzer,  and  this 
vessel  has  but  two,  and  only  one  boat  carriage,  although  she  should 
have  four  howitzers  and  carriages.  Other  vessels  are  even  in  worse 
condition.  I  speak  of  these  matters  with  no  disposition  to  complain, 
for  I  know  the  proper  Department  can  not  meet  the  requisitions  made 
upon  it,  but  if  I  am  expected  to  put  a  stop  to  this  coastwise  intercourse 
with  no  greater  means  than  I  have  at  my  disposal,  I  desire  that  these 
facts  should  be  duly  considered  in  measuring  the  success  which  results 
from  my  exertions. 

Be  assured,  sir,  that  my  best  energies  shall  be  directed  to  carry  out 
the  wishes  of  the  Department. 

I  contemplated  an  expedition  to  Ship  Island  to  dislodge  the  rebels  at 
that  point,  and  had  made  application  to  Colonel  Brown  for  two  rifled 
cannon  for  that  purpose,  but  my  plans  have  been  frustrated  by  the 
nonarrival  of  the  Niagara.  By  a  dispatch  from  Captain  McKean,  of 
that  vessel,  I  learn  that  he  has  intelligence  that  the  privateer  Sumter  had 
captured  seven  vessels  and  taken  them  into  a  port  on  the  south  side  of 
Cuba.  He  considered  that  fact  sufficient  to  justify  a  departure  from 
the  orders  I  had  given  him,  and,  with  the  Crusader, h ad  gone  in  search 
of  the  privateer.  I  leave  this  matter  for  your  consideration,  with  the 
remark,  that  though  orders  should  be  obeyed,  yet,  in  the  same  circum¬ 
stances,  I  should  have  adopted  his  course. 

From  information  derived  from  Colonel  Williams,  of  the  rebel  forces 
who  visited  the  steamer  Mohawk  under  a  flag  of  truce,  I  learn  that 
Lieutenant  Selden,  of  the  Federal  Navy,  in  charge  of  two  prize  vessels 
ordered  to  Key  West,  was  captured  with  his  prizes  and  crews  at  Cedar 
Keys.  What  he  was  doing  at  that  place  is  beyond  my  comprehension, 
unless  indeed,  he  designedly  placed  himself  in  a  favorable  position  to 
be  captured.  The  enclosed  copy  of  a  communication*  from  Lieutenant 
Strong,  of  the  Mohawk ,  will  show  the  result  of  his  negotiation  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  Miss  Smith  at  St.  Marks,  Fla. 

I  shall  send  to-morrow  the  Water  Witch  with  a  supply  ot  water  to 

the  Mohawk.  _ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine. 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  _ 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  T).  C. 


*  See  p.  584. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  McKean,  TJ.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Niagara ,  commending  his  action  in  pursuing 
the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

Navy  Department,  July  17,  186 L 

Sir:  The  Department  has  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  and 
fully  approves  of  your  course  in  proceeding  with  the  Niagara  and 
Crusader  in  search  of  the  piratical  steamer  Sumter. 

I  am  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Niagara,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Mervine,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  request  of 

Acting  Master  Kimball,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  connection  with  proposed 

clearing  of  the  Passes  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

Flagship  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  July  17,  1861. 

Sir:  Acting  Master  George  Kimball  reports  to  me  that  he  can  not 
carry  out  the  views  of  the  Department  relative  to  deepening  the 
Passes  of  the  Mississippi  River  until  the  autumnal  rains  shall  have 
given  greater  force  to  the  current  of  the  river,  but  more  especially 
because  he  is  entirely  destitute  of  the  implements  and  materials  with 
which  to  work.  I  enclose  his  communication  to  me  on  the  subject, 
and  as  I  can  see  no  possible  reason  for  his  making  a  longer  sta}^  in  this 
region,  I  have  permitted  him,  according  to  his  own  request,  to  take 
passage  to  New  York  in  the  steamer  State  of  Georgia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  ,  P.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Santa  Rosa  Island,  July  15,  1861. 

Sir:  1  understand  that  the  Passes  at  the  mouths  of  Mississippi  are 
so  filled  in  by  the  mud  lumps  which  have  risen  up  that  it  will  be 
impossible  for  me  to  pilot  your  vessels  of  war  over  the  bar  until  I  shall 
have  blasted  them  out. 

To  effect  this,  I  require  a  variety  of  apparatus,  viz,  a  galvanic  bat¬ 
tery,  canisters  of  powder  for  submarine  blasting,  and  suitable  wires, 
with  other  appropriate  fixtures.  I  can  procure  these  requisites  in 
New  York  Cit}o  I  do  not  know  of  an}’-  place  nearer.  I  also  think  it 
important  that  I  should  oversee,  myself,  the  procuring  and  prepara¬ 
tion  of  the  same.  From  my  experience  in  blasting  out  the  Pass  a 
1  Outre,  in  the  fall  of  1858,  1  shall  be  best  satisfied  with  my  personal 
supervision  of  the  preparation  for  a  similar  enterprise  again. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant. 

Geo.  Kimball, 

Acting  Master,  TJ.  S.  Navu. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

TJ.  S.  Frigate.  Colorado. 
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Report  of  Lieuten  ant  Breese,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the 

sloop  Belle ,  off  Tampa ,  Fla. 

Schooner  Wanderer, 

Key  West ,  July  80,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  to  inform  you  that,  as  senior  naval  officer  present  in  this 
port,  I,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  instant,  seized  as  a  prize  the  sloop 
Belle ,  of  65  tons,  for  violating  the  blockade.  When  you  were  here 
you  gave  her  permission  to  go  to  Caloosahatchee  River,  in  conformity 
with  a  contract  made  by  the  owner  and  Captain  Hunt,  engineer,  to 
procure  some  palmetto  logs  for  Fort  Taylor.  She  went  to  Tampa  and 
landed  some  ten  passengers,  and  in  coming  out  ran  from  the  boat  of 
the  Cuyler  stationed  off  Egmont  Key.  The  Cuyler  was  at  the  time 
aground,  and  sent  her  boat  in  chase.  I  have  turned  her  over  to  the 
court  for  adjudication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  L.  Breese, 

Lieutenant ,  TJ.  8.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Mervine ,  TJ.  8. 

Navy ,  transmitting  consular  information  from  London  regarding 

the  movements  of  the  ship  Peter  Marcy. 

Navy  Department,  July  80,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  State  has  submitted  to  this  Department  a  dis¬ 
patch  from  the  U.  Si  consul  at  London,  stating  that  the  American  ship 
Peter  Marcy ,  of  and  from  New  Orleans,  arrived  in  that  port  on  the 
23d  of  June  with  a  register  and  clearance  issued  under  the  assumed 
authority  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  and  bearing  the  flag 
adopted  by  those  States.  Of  course  such  a  register  and  such  a  clear¬ 
ance,  as  well  as  the  flag,  are  entirely  unauthorized,  and  the  Peter 
Marcy ,  or  any  vessel  with  such  a  register,  clearance,  and  flag,  should 
be  at  once  seized. 

Your  particular  attention  is  invited  to  the  Peter  Marcy ,  should  any 
of  the  squadron  under  your  command  fall  in  with  her,  and  to  any  ves¬ 
sel  under  similar  associations. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  TJ.  S. 
Navy ,  forwarding  information  regarding  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

Navy  Department,  July  80,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  attention  is  especially  called  to  the  following  extract  from  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  Department  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State: 

This  Department  has  reliable  information  from  New  Orleans  that  the  privateer 
Sumter  expects  to  meet  two  English  vessels  with  arms  for  the  South. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flay-  Officer  Nervine ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
regarding  vessels  to  be  sent  north  for  repairs. 

Navy  Department,  July  20 ,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Department  has  received  your  Nos.  7  and  8  and  their  sev¬ 
eral  enclosures. 

As  your  squadron  enlarges  you  can  exercise  your  discretion  about 
ordering  the  Brooklyn  and  St.  Louis  home,  directing  them  to  proceed 
to  Philadelphia. 

Boilers  for  the  Wyandotte  and  Crusader  are  in  the  course  of  con¬ 
struction  at  New  York,  and  will  be  finished  in  a  month  or  six  weeks. 

You  will  therefore  order  those  vessels  to  that  port  as  soon  as  they 
can  be  spared,  or  in  time  to  receive  their  boilers  and  refit. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West. 


Letter  from  Major  French ,  F.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer  McKean,  TJ.S. 

Navy ,  giving  information  regarding  a  schooner  in  Caloosahatchee 

River. 

Headquarters  Troops, 

Key  West,  July  20,  1861. 

Captain:  I  have  direct  and,  as  I  believe,  the  most  reliable  informa¬ 
tion  that  a  schooner  fitted  out  as  a  slaver  is  in  the  Caloosahatchee 
River,  awaiting  to  fill  its  crew  and  also  for  letters  of  marque  from 
Montgomery. 

Her  appointments,  I  am  told,  are  full,  and  she  is  ready  to  sail  as 
soon  as  the  above  commissions  are  supplied. 

She  lays  behind  a  point  of  land  in  a  bend  of  the  river  12  miles  from 
its  mouth. 

Her  draft  is  6  feet,  and  no  vessel  drawing  more  than  that  can  reach 
her,  as  that  is  the  deepest  water  at  high  tide. 

Had  you  not  arrived  this  morning,  I  would  have  dispatched  a  light- 
draft  vessel,  with  boats  and  detachment  of  50  men,  to  capture  her. 

At  Punta  Rasa  there  is  8  feet,  and  the  same  at  Sanibel  Bar. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  called  in  person,  but  as  I  am  anxious  to 
furnish  to  you  the  information  early,  I  will  reserve  it  until  the  Niagara 
conies  to  the  wharf. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W  m.  H.  French, 

Brevet  Major,  U.  S.  Army. 

Captain  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Niagara. 

1  am  not  aware  that  anyone  knows  the  above  except  my  informant, 
and  any  expedition  should  be  started  in  secrecy,  there  is  such  facility 
here  for  comunicating  our  movements. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Mervine ,  U  S.  Navy , 

relieving  him  from  f  urther  duty  in  cooperation  with  the  army  at 

Fort  Pickens ,  Fla. 

Navy  Department,  July  22,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  communications,  numbered  9,  10,  and  11,  have  been 
received. 

I  have  had  an  interview  with  the  President  in  relation  to  the  order 
issued  to  Colonel  Brown  last  spring,  alluded  to  in  your  dispatch.  No.  9, 
and  am  directed  by  him  to  say  to  you  that,  the  exigency  which  then 
existed  having  passed,  the  extra  demand  on  the  Navy  for  labor  and 
services  that  do  not  properly  belong  to  it  to  render,  is  no  longer  to  be 
continued,  and  that  you  will  consider  yourself  relieved  therefrom. 
The  Department  can  not  order  a  fleet  captain  to  your  flagship,  as 
requested  in  your  No.  11,  but  as  Lieutenant  Commanding  Roncken- 
dorff  will  be  promoted  this  session  of  Congress,  there  being  a  vacancy 
for  him,  you  are  authorized  to  transfer  him  to  your  flagship  and  assign 
him  such  duty  as  you  think  proper. 

In  reference  to  the  three  negroes  alluded  to  in  your  No.  10,  who 
escaped  from  the  shore  to  the  Huntsville ,  the  Department  would  say 
it  is  not  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  invite  or  encourage  this  class 
of  desertions. 

But  you  may,  for  the  present,  let  them  remain  on  board  and  employ 
them  as  usefully  as  possible. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Mervine ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general  matters 

pertaining  to  his  command. 

No.  13]  Flagship  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  July  22,  1861. 

Sir:  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you,  the  U.  S.  corvette 
Macedonian ,  Captain  Glynn,  arrived  at  this  anchorage  short  of  pro¬ 
visions.  The  storeship  Release  being  absent  supplying  the  blockading 
vessels  at  other  points,  I  was  unable  to  afford  any  assistance  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Glynn,  who  has  gone  to  Key  West.  He  reports  his  officers  and 
crew  in  a  sickly  state,  which  he  attributes  to  the  foul  condition  of  his 
ship’s  hold.  He  reports  having  spoken  a  prize  of  the  U.  S.  S.  South 
Carolina  off  Galveston,  ordered  to  Key  West.  The  officer  in  com¬ 
mand  stated  that  the  steamer  had  several  prizes  in  addition  to  those 
enumerated  in  the  prize  list  enclosed  in  my  last  dispatch.  The  South 
Carolina  has  been  assisted  by  captured  light-draft  rebel  vessels  which 
have  been  armed  with  howitzers. 

A  tender  to  this  squadron  is  much  needed,  to  carry  orders  and  to 
enable  me  to  know  the  wants  of  the  several  vessels  and  their  transac- 
actions.  For  want  of  such  aid,  I  have  been  obliged  to  use  the  mail 
steamer  Water  Witch  to  carry  water  to  the  steamer  Mohawk  oil  St. 
Marks.  A  captured  vessel  was  sent  to  me  from  the  commander  of  the 
latter  vessel  to  inform  me  that  he  would  be  obliged  to  leave  his  station 
unless  water  was  furnished  him  by  the  25th  instant. 
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1  was  no  less  surprised  at  his  being  short  of  water  than  at  his  send¬ 
ing  here  for  a  supply,  when  the  passage  to  Key  West  or  1  ortugas 
could  have  been  made  in  a  shorter  time.  I  have  already  informed  the 
Department  of  my  sending  the  T Yanderer  to  the  blockading  i  essels 
with  coal  and  water,  and  that  I  had  detailed  two  officers  and  a  crew  of 
eio-ht  men  to  man  her.  I  have  not,  as  yet,  heard  whether  my  action 
in  this  case  meets  with  the  approval  of  the  Department.  If  supplied 
with  a  heavier  piece  of  ordnance  than  she  now  carries  she  would  make 
a  capital  tender  for  the  squadron. 

Great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  supplying  the  demand  from  the 
steamers  for  engineers.  A  number  shouid  be  sent  out,  in  reserve, 
subject  to  my  orders. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  present  disposition 
of  the  vessels  composing  this  squadron : 

Crusader ,  at  Key  West;  Montgomery ,  off  Apalachicola;  Mohawk , 
off  St.  Marks;  R.  R.  Cuyler ,  off  Tampa  Bay;  Wyandotte ,  off  east  end 
Santa  Rosa  Island;  Colorado ,  off  Fort  Pickens;  Mississippi ,  off  Mobile; 
Huntsville ,  off  Mobile;  Massachusetts ,  near  Ship  Island;  Niagara , 
ordered  off  South  W est  Pass,  Mississippi  [River] ;  St.  Louis ,  off  East 
and  South  East  Pass,  Mississippi  [River];  Brooklyn ,  off  Pass  a  1'Outre; 
Powhatan ,  off  South  West  Pass,  Mississippi  [River];  South  Carolina , 
off  Galveston;  Water  Witch ,  mails. 

I  regret  to  report  that  by  a  note  from  Colonel  Brown,  I  learn  that 
Mark  Boothby,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Niagara ,  left  at  Fort  Pickens 
to  perform  guard  duty,  deserted  to  the  enemy  on  the  14th  instant. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AVm.  Mervine, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  AVelles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ronckendorff,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  V.  S.  S. 

Water  Witch,  regarding  the  movements  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Water  AVitch, 

Key  West,  July  25,  1861. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  communication  of  June  8th  from  this  place,  I 
have  been  engaged  in  blockading  off  Mobile  Bay,  Pensacola  Harbor, 
and  East  Pass  of  Santa  Rosa. 

I  left  Fort  Pickens  on  the  18th  instant  and  communicated  with  the 
Montgomery  off  Apalachicola,  Mohawk,  at  St.  Marks,  and  LI.  R.  Cuy¬ 
ler,  at  Tampa  Bay. 

I  shall  remain  here  for  a  week  to  have  some  repairs  done  to  the 
engine,  and  then  proceed  to  Matanzas,  Cuba,  in  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  Flag-Officer  Mervine.  All  well  on  board,  and  the  health  of  Key 
AV est  is  good. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AVm.  Ronckendorff, 

Lieutenan  t,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  AAfELLEs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  Commander  Alden ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Knox ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  to  command  expedition  for  stopping  intercourse  between  Sabine 

River  and  New  Orleans ,  via  Berwick  Bay. 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina, 
Blockading  Squadron  off  Galveston ,  July  26,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  reason  to  suppose  that  there  is  a  communication  kept  . 
up  by  steamers  between  the  Sabine  River,  some  60  miles  to  the  east¬ 
ward  of  this  place,  and  New  Orleans,  via  Berwick  Bay,  and  in  view  of 
putting  a  stop  to  that  intercourse  you  arc  hereby  directed  to  proceed 
to-night  with  the  prize  schooners  Dart,  Shark,  and  Sam.  Houston  to 
some  point  beyond  the  river,  say  Calcasieu  Bay,  and  endeavor  to 
capture  the  steamer  which  it  is  thought  will  sail  to-morrow  evening 
for  Sabine  River.  The  schooners  are  well  armed,  one  with  a  24-pounder, 
and  the  other  two  with  one  12-pound  howitzer  each.  Your  whole  force 
will  consist  of  35  men,  besides  the  following-named  officers:  Acting 
Master  Kempton,  Master’s  Mate  Hudson,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon 
Bright,  Acting  Paymaster  Gould,  and  Assistant  Engineer  Carney. 
Your  party  I  have  made  stronger  than  I  should  have  done  under  other 
circumstances,  but  as  the  enemy  has  suffered  considerably  at  our  hands 
since  our  arrival  here,  I  suspect  that  they  would  not  be  so  bold  unless 
they  moved  under  a  pretty  strong  escort  of  armed  men.  I  mention 
this  fact  simply  to  put  you  on  your  guard,  not  doubting  but  that,  by 
a  bold  move  and  rapid  action,  you  will  overcome  any  obstacles  you 
may  meet.  It  is  thought  that  three  days  will  be  ample  for  carrying 
out  this  enterprise,  and  I  shall  therefore  expect  you  will  return  at  the 
expiration  of  this  time.  Wishing  you  all  the  success  that  you  can 
possibly  desire, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Samuel  R.  Knox, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 

P.  S.  —  In  regard  to  cutting  the  steamer  out  of  the  Sabine  River,  if 
she  should  be  disinclined  to  venture  out  after  you  arrive,  that  must 
be  left  entirely  to  your  discretion,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the 
ground.  I  am  told  there  is  a  battery  covering  this  entrance,  but  if 
you  can,  with  the  aid  of  the  little  prize  schooner  Tom  Hicks,  which 
will  also  accompany  you,  evade  their  vigilance,  success  will,  I  think, 
be  certain;  but  of  that,  as  well  as  all  other  matters  connected  with 
the  expedition,  you  alone,  after  leaving  here,  must  be  the  judge. 
Again  wishing  you  all  the  success  imaginable,  I  am,  in  great  haste, 

Truly,  yours, 

J.  A. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  withholding  information  regarding  Senate  resolution. 

Navy  Department,  July  29,  1861. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  19th  instant,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  “communicate  to  the  Senate  (if  not  incompatible  with  the 
public  interest)  the  character  of  the  quasi  armistice*  to  which  he  refers 


*See  Series  I,  volume  4,  pp.  74-78,114  etc. 
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in  his  message  of  the  4th  instant,  by  reason  of  which  the  commander 
of  the  frigate  Sabine  refused  to  transfer  the  United  States  troops  into 
Fort  Pickens  in  obedience  to  his  orders;  by  whom  and  when  such 
armistice  was  entered  into;  and  if  any  and  what  action  has  been  taken 
by  the  Government  in  view  of  the  disobedience  of  the  order  ot  the 
President  aforesaid,”  has  the  honor  to  report  that  it  is  believed  the 
communication  of  the  information  called  for  would  not  at  this  time 
comport  with  the  public  interest. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Gideon  W  elles. 

The  President  oe  the  United  States. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Nervine ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  authorizing  the  establishment  of  batteries  for  the  protection  of 
the  Passes  in  the  Mississippi  River. 


Navy  Department,  July  31,  1861. 

Sir:  The  steamer  Rhode  Island,  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  D. 
Trenchard,  leaves  to-morrow  to  carry  out  the  plan  already  communi¬ 
cated  to  you  for  regular  communication  with  vessels  of  both  squadrons. 

You  will  give  such  directions  as  will  expedite  her  movements  both 
going  and  coming. 

A  large  number  of  naval  guns  sent  out  to  Fort  Pickens  have  been 
landed  at  Tortugas. 

If,  in  your  judgment,  it  is  deemed  practicable  to  establish  and  hold  a 
battery  at  or  near  the  Head  of  the  Passes  of  the  Mississippi  (and  the 
subject  is  most  earnestly  pressed  upon  vour  immediate  attention),  you 
are  authorized  to  take  any  number  of  these  guns  and  construct  such  a 
battery.  An  engineer  officer  will  probably  be  detailed  by  the  senior 
army  officer  at  your  request,  and  laborers  'to  assist  might  be  hired  at 


Key  West. 

The  necessity  of  taking  measures  which  will  effectually  close  the 
river  seems  to  leave  no  alternative  but  the  construction  of  one  or  more 
batteries,  and  any  expenditures  to  accomplish  this  will  be  approved  by 
the  Department.  You  may  send  the  crippled  ships  of  your  squadron 
home  as  early  as  practicable  and  additional  forces  will  be  sent  out  as 
fast  as  they  are  fitted. 

The  Susquehanna  will  be  retained  on  the  coast  under  Flag-Officer 
Stringham. 

The  Cambridge  at  Boston  and  the  coal  ships  at  New  York  are  nearly 
ready. 

The  Keystone  State  is  in  the  West  Indies  in  pursuit  of  the  pirate 

Sumter. 

An  appropriation  has  been  asked  for  from  Congress  to  finish  the 
coal  shed  at  Key  West,  repair  the  wharf,  and  construct  a  railway. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADBON. 


597 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Pope ,  U.  S.  Navy. . 

commanding  f  .  S.  S.  Richmond ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  Gulf 

Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  July  31 ,  1861. 

Sir:  When  ready  in  all  respects,  proceed  to  sea  with  the  Richmond 
and  pass  through  the  Mayaguana  [Mariguana]  Passage  to  Kingston, 
Jamaica  (if  necessary  to  touch  there  for  coal),  thence  along  the  south 
side  of  Cuba,  around  Cape  San  Antonio  to  Key  W  est.  and  report  to 
Flag-Officer  Mervine  for  duty  in  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

If,  on  the  way,  you  should  obtain  any  information  of  any  piratical 
vessels,  especially  the  Sumter ,  you  are  directed  to  follow  them  so  long 
as  you  r  coal  will  permit. 

You  will  examine  the  anchorages  at  the  islands  near  your  route. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  John  Pope,  ^ 

Commanding  P.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Richmond Jew  1  ork. 


Repent  of  Commander  Alden,  0.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  cm  expedition  fen 
restricting  intercourse  through  Berwick  Bay. 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina, 
Blockading  Squadron  off  Galveston ,  July  31,  1861. 
Sir-  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that  when  Acting  Master  Baxter, 
of  the’ tender  Sam.  Houston ,  returned  from  Pensacola  after  communi¬ 
cating  with  you  from  this  ship,  he  passed  near  the  Sabme  Kiver  (a 
harbor  of  some  importance  about  90  miles  to  the  eastward  ot  this  point) 
and  saw,  at  some  distance,  a  steamer  pass  out  and  disappear  to  the 

^Bdieving  that  there  might  be  some  communication  kept  up  between 
this  point  and  Berwick  Bay  1  immediately  fitted  out  the  tenders  Part 
and  Sam.  Houston ,  one  of  our  prizes,  each  with  a  howitzer  and  K  men, 
and  sent  them  under  the  charge  of  our  first  lieutenant,  Mi.  Ki  o.  . 
They  returned,  after  an  absence  of  three  days,  the  time  I  gave  them, 
without  catching  the  steamer  or  hearing  anything  about  her  Mr. 
Knox’s  report*  is  herewith  submitted,  and  I  hope,  it  the  expedition 
accomplished  nothing  else,  it  will  make  them  very  cautious  how  they 

venture  on  such  business  again.  •  *f„L0 

The  truth  is,  1  think  there  should  be  a  vessel  ot  light  diaft  m  Atcfia 
falaya  or  what  is  better  known  here  as  Berwick  Bay.  Its  importance 
is  second  to  none  on  this  coast,  because  communication  is  so  easy  by 
railroad  to  New  Orleans,  and  then  it  is  the  only  opening  for  the  com¬ 
merce  of  the  whole  coast  of  Texas.  I  am  informed  that  there  is  now 
a  regular  intercourse  kept  up  between  that  point  and  ports  to  the  south 
of  this,  as  it  will  be  seen  they  can  easily  avoid  us  by  keeping  well  out 

to  sea  as  they  pass  this  port. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedrent  servant,  ^ 

Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Blockading  Squadron. 


*  Not  necessary  to  publish. 


598 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Report  of  Flag -officer  Mervine ,  O.  S.  Navy,  regarding  geneft'al  matters 
and  transmitting  reports  and  documents. 


No.  Iff.]  Flagship  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  August  1,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  set  of  charts 
of  the  coast  of  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Texas,  with  accom¬ 
panying  directions  for  finding  watering  places  designated  thereon.  I 
beg  leave,  most  respectfully,  to  remark  that  nearly  all  the  places  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  stations  of  the  blockading  vessels  where  water 
in  sufficient  quantities  could  be  obtained,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  are  either  in  the  immediate  possession  of  the  rebels 
or  their  forces  are  so  near  at  hand  as  to  render  it  hazardous  to  send  in 
boats  without  an  armed  vessel  to  cover  and  protect  watering  parties. 
The  Department  does  not,  1  presume,  intend  that  blockading  vessels 
which  do  not  have  direct  access  to  water,  should  leave  their  stations  to 
procure  it.  Such  a  course  would  be  at  variance  with  the  instructions 
1  have  received  in  reference  to  the  blockade.  Now,  sir,  in  the  absence 
of  other  means,  I  see  no  way  to  effect  this  object  than  to  employ  a 
vessel  of  sufficient  capacity  to  carry  water  to  the  blockading  vessels  on 
their  stations,  or  to  have  a  vessel  of  war  as  a  relief,  to  take  the  place 
of  such  vessels  as  may  be  out  of  water,  during  their  absence  to  obtain 
a  supply. 

The  absence  of  the  Niagara  deranged  my  plans  in  reference  to 
operations  against  the  rebels  at  Berwick  Bay  and  Ship  Island,  in  the 
Mississippi  Sound.  Both  places  are  now  defended  by  rebel  batteries 
and  troops,  and  a  large  force  would  lie  required  for  a  successful  attack. 
When,  however,  by  the  arrival  of  the  Santee  or  Susquehanna ,  I  can 
leave  one  of  those  vessels  for  the  defense  of  F  ort  Pickens,  I  shall  proceed 
to  both  places  to  see  what  can  be  done  in  the  way  of  assailing  them. 
Ship  Island  is  a  good  watering  place,  and  is  doubtless  occupied  for  the 
express  purpose  of  cutting  off  our  access  to  water  at  that  point. 

I  have  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  place  of  the  Niagara  last  even¬ 
ing.  She  was  unsuccessful  in  her  search  for  the  Sum  ter.  She  brought 
me  dispatches  from  the  Department,  which  I  defer  acknowledging 
more  specifically  at  present,  as  I  send  this  by  the  storeship  Release , 
which  I  desire  to  dispatch  to  New  York  without  further  detention. 

In  reference  to  your  communication  as  to  entering  the  Mississippi 
and  erecting  a  fortification  above  the  Passes,  I  have  to  state  that  there 
is  not  water  enough  in  either  Pass  to  allow  any  vessels  of  the  squadron 
to  pass  over  the  bars. 

I  shall,  as  soon  as  I  can  replace  them  with  other  vessels,  relieve  the 
St.  Louis  and  Brooklyn  and  send  them  home  for  repairs. 

I  regret  to  report  that  the  smallpox  has  again  broken  out  on  the 
steamer  R.  R.  Guyler.  Her  commander  reports  that  two  of  his  men 
are  down  with  it,  and  that  he  sent  them  to  Key  West  for  hospital  treat¬ 
ment.  He  was  not,  however,  allowed  to  land  them,  or  to  have  any 
communication  with  the  shore,  or  with  the  Government  vessels  at  that 
station,  nor  could  the  vessel  in  which  they  were  conveyed  obtain  a 
supply  of  water,  although  she  reported  herself  as  short  of  that  article. 
The  men  were  carried  back,  and  are  now  on  the  J.  Appleton,  a  tender 
to  the  Cuyler. 

I  have  information,  which  I  believe  to  be  correct,  that  the  rebels  are 
forming  a  coal  depot  at  Grand  Cayman,  on  the  south  side  of  Cuba. 
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The  health  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  squadron  is  generally 
good,  though  we  have  a  few  cases  of  dysentery. 

Enclosed  and  accompanying  please  find  the  following  documents: 

Reports  of  Captain  William  W.  McKean  and  Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing  T.  A.  Craven;  copy  letter  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Porter, 
dated  July  19,  1861;  copy  letter  from  Commander  Poor,  dated  July 
22,  1861;  copy  letter  from  Commander  Smith,  dated  July  14,  1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretai'y  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  July  31 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Niagara  at  this 

place  at  9  p.  m.  this  day.  .  T  *  *  i 

In  my  communication  of  the  9th  instant,  from  Key  West,  1  stated 
my  intention  to  proceed  in  pursuit  of  the  privateei  Sumter.  1  left 
that  place,  accompanied  by  the  Crusader ,  at  daylight  on  the  morning 
of  the  10th,  having  taken  on  board  363  tons  of  coal  (but  no  water),  and 
reached  Cienfuegos  on  the  night  of  the  13th.  Not  having  a  chait  ot 
the  harbor,  and  no  pilot  coming  off,  I  did  not  enter,  but  on  the  moin- 
ino-  of  the  14th  dispatched  Lieutenant  de  Kraftt  in  one  ot  the  cutters, 
with  instructions  to  call  on  Mr.  [Charles  D.]  Fowler,  our  consular 
agent,  and  procure  from  him  all  the  information  he  possessed  in  regard 

to  the  Sumter  and  her  prizes.  . 

Near  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  he  met  a  small  steamer  coming  out, 
bound  to  Trinidad,  and  being  hailed  from  her  and  informed  that  our 
consul,  Mr.  Kooken,  was  on  board,  he  received  him  into  the  cutter 
and  returned  to  the  ship.  Mr.  Kooken  resides  in  Trinidad  and  is  con¬ 
sul  of  the  district  in  which  it  and  Cienfuegos  are  situated.  I  learned 
from  this  gentleman  that  the  Sumter  arrived  at  Cienfuegos  on  the  6th 
and  left  on  the  7th,  after  taking  on  wood,  water,  and  100  tons  ot  coal. 
She  is  commanded  by  Captain  Semmes,  formerly  a  lieutenant  in  our 
service.  She  has  a  battery  of  four  32-pounders,  broadside  guns,  and 
one  8-inch  pivot.  Her  crew  consists  of  about  100  men— 25  or  30  ot 
whom  are  said  to  be  from  the  Northern  States.  , 

She  entered  the  harbor  of  Cienfuegos  under  American  colors  and 
did  not  hoist  the  rebel  flag  until  she  had  passed  the  tort.  She  cai  i  led 
in  six  prizes,  two  barks  and  four  brigs;  several  ot  these  were  captured 
close  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbor.  Two  other  vessels  were  taken  by 
her  One  of  them  was  recaptured  by  her  captain  and  crew,  after  a 
prize  crew  had  been  put  on  board  of  her,  and  has  arrived  in  New  York. 
The  other,  a  clipper  ship  of  about  1,100  tons,  the  Golden  Rocket, .Cap¬ 
tain  Bailey,  from  Havana,  bound  for  Cienfuegos,  was  taken  off  the 
Isle  of  Pines  and  burned,  Captain  Semmes  havmg  orders  to  destroy 
all  prizes  he  could  not  carry  into  port  Captain  Bailey  was  robbed 
of  $200  private  property,  in  specie.  He  informed  the  consul  that 
there  was  no  discipline  on  board  the  Sumter,  that  the  crew  were  very 
much  dissatisfied,  and  many  of  them  would  desert  on  the  hist 

opportunity. 
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The  prizes  in  Cienfuegos  were  left  without  prize  crews,  the  governor 
having,  ps  i  understood,  receipted  for  them,  subject  to  the  decision  of 
the  governor-general.  Mr.  Kooken  had  just  returned  from  Havana, 
where  he  had  been  to  consult  the  consul-general;  he  was  informed  by 
Mr.  Shufeldt  that  by  mutual  agreement  he  and  the  governor-general 
had  referred  the  matter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Spanish  min¬ 
ister  at  Washington.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  I  think,  that  this  was  done 
hastily,  for  I  have  reasons  to  believe  that  had  a  peremptory  demand 
been  made  the  vessels  would  have  been  given  up  immediately,  as  the 
cargoes  were  all  shipped  on  Spanish  account  and  the  vessels  captured 
within  Spanish  jurisdiction. 

In  consequence  of  this  arrangement  by  the  governor-general  and 
Mr.  Shufeldt  I  didn't  think  it  proper  to  act  at  all  in  the  case,  but 
urged  upon  the  consul  to  advise  the  captains  of  the  vessels  seized  to 
get  them  underway  and  endeavor  to  proceed  to  sea;  if  interfered  with 
in  the  attempt,  the  Spanish  authorities  would  be  further  committed. 
The  wind  blew  so  fresh  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  that  I  was  unable  to 
land  the  consul.  Early  on  the  following  morning,  however,  he  was 
conveyed  to  the  town  by  Lieutenant  de  Krafft  in  one  of  our  boats. 
This  officer,  accompanied  bv  the  consul,  called  upon  the  governor  and 
our  consular  agent,  Mr.  Fowler;  an  investigation  was  being  made  in 
regard  to  the  prizes,  and  from  what  he  heard,  Lieutenant  de  Krafft 
was  of  opinion  that  they  would  all  be  released.  No  dispatch  from 
Mr.  Shufeldt  had  been  received  by  Mr.  Fowler  for  me. 

On  the  way  to  the  town  Lieutenant  de  Krafft  communicated  with  the 
fort  and  was  furnished  by  the  commandant  Avith  a  pilot  up  the  bay. 
This  person  piloted  the  Sumter  into  the  harbor.  His  bill,  and  that 
for  coal,  wood,  and  water,  was  paid  in  American  silver. 

It  Avas  stated  at  the  fort  that  orders  had  been  received  there  to  the 
effect  that  no  American  vessel  of  war  belonging  to  either  would  be 
permitted  to  remain  in  the  harbor  over  twenty-four  hours,  but  on 
enquiry  of  the  governor  on  the  subject  it  appeared  that  the  order  had 
reference  only  to  \mssels  bringing  in  prizes,  in  which  case  both  men- 
of-war  and  prizes  must  leave  within  that  time.  It  Avas  also  stated  that 
the  Sumter ,  with  any  other  prizes,  would  not  be  permitted  to  enter 
any  port  in  Cuba,  except  in  stress  of  weather,  and  then  only  from 
consideration  of  humanity.  Reference  was  made  by  the  governor  to 
the  deception  practiced  by  the  Sumter  in  entering  'the  harbor  under 
the  United  States  colors.  The  pilot  having  informed  Lieutenant  de 
Krafft  that  the  Sumter  had  gone  to  the  westward  to  cruise  off  Cape 
San  Antonio  or  Chagres  for  the  California  steamer,  I  left  on  the  after¬ 
noon  of  the  15th  for  Cape  San  Antonio,  arriving  off  thereon  the  night 
of  the  17th.  The  same  monthly  steamer  from  Aspinwall  leaves  on 
the  15th  and  should  have  arrived  off  San  Antonio  at  latest  by  the 
evening  of  the  18th.  I  remained  there  until  the  night  of  the  19th 
without  seeing  anything  of  her,  Avhen,  being  short  of  water  and  coal,  I 
shaped  my  course  for  Key  West,  where  I  arrived  on  the  20th.  My 
instructions  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Craven  Avere  that  in  the  event 
of  a  separation  he  was  to  meet  me  off  Cienfuegos.  We  separated  the 
first  day  out,  and  he  not  having  reached  there  at  the  time  of  my 
departure,  I  left  a  communication,  instructing  him,  in  the  event  of  his 
arriving  immediately  after  my  departure,  to  proceed  to  Fort  Pickens 
and  report  to  you  all  the  information  he  could  procure;  but  should  he 
not  arrive  for  some  days  after,  to  return  to  his  station  at  Key  West. 
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He  arrived  at  the  latter  place  on  the  24th  instant,  and  I  herewith 
transmit  a  copy  of  his  report. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

U  S.  S.  Colorado ,  off  Fort  Pickens. 


U.  S.  S.  Crusader, 

Key  West,  July  25,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  to  this  place  from 
Cienfuegos. 

My  delay  in  reaching  that  place  was  owing  to  my  inability  to  carry 
steam  except  at  low  pressure.  We  averaged  only  3f  knots,  and  the 
engine  of  the  ship  broke  down,  delaying  us  six  hours. 

I  reached  Cienfuegos  on  the  16th,  and  there  found  your  orders  of  the 
15th.  On  17th  I  visited  the  governor;  was  very  courteously  received, 
and  expressed  my  regrets  that  the  pirate  Sumter  had  taken  a  course 
which  was  calculated  to  embarrass  the  friendly  relations  of  our  respec¬ 
tive  governments. 

On  the  evening  of  the  17th  the  vessels  captured  by  the  Sumter  were 
all  released,  and  a  rumor  had  gained  credence  on  shore  that  the  Cru¬ 
sader *  would  not  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  harbor.  I  deferred  my 
departure  until  the  19th,  thus  also  giving  time  for  all  vessels  wishing 
convoy  to  avail  themselves  of  the  sailing  of  this  ship. 

I  sailed  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  with  the  following  vessels  under 
convoy:  Barks  West  Wind  and  Louisa  Kilham,  brigs  Machias,  Naiad, 
Albert  Adams ,  and  Ben  Dunning.  The  winds  being  light  and  the  ves¬ 
sels  dull  sailers,  we  were  four  and  a  half  days  in  reaching  Cape  San 
Antonio,  after  passing  which  I  parted  company  with  my  convoy. 

While  at  Cienfuegos  an  English  brig  arrived  from  Kingston,  J  amaica, 
the  captain  of  which  stated  that  he  had  been  offered  £1  per  ton  to  take 
a  freight  of  250  tons  of  coal  from  Kingston  to  the  Caymans,  but  hav¬ 
ing  already  entered  upon  another  charter  he  had  to  decline. 

No  names  were  given,  but  the  enormous  freight  to  a  place  so  near 
and  unfrequented  leads  me  to  suspect  that  some  agent  of  the  privateer 
was  establishing  a  depot  at  the  Caymans. 

It  is  my  belief  that  the  Sumter  will  cruise  in  the  Providence  Chan¬ 
nel,  where  she  can  intercept  our  transports,  and  she  will  probably  also 
try  to  intercept  all  homeward-bound  steamers  from  Aspinwall;  their 
route  is  through  the  Crooked  Island  Passage. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  Craven, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Captain  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  Niagara. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Powhatan, 

S  utli  West  Pass,  Mississippi  River,  July  19, 1861. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  officers,  quarterly  returns  of  forward 
officers  and  ordnance  stores,  list  of  clothing  and  provisions  on  hand, 
and  amount  of  coal  on  board.  There  is  nothing  new  of  any  consequence. 
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I  sent  one  of  my  boats  25  miles  up  the  coast  three  days  since  and  cap¬ 
tured  a  pleasure  party  who  had  left  New  Orleans  to  prevent  being  per¬ 
suaded  to  enter  the  Army.  They  communicated  freely,  and  their 
information  is  to  be  relied  on.  1  he  blockade  here  has  put  a  stop  for 
the  present  to  fitting  out  privateers,  of  which  there  were  twelve  getting 
ready  (small  sailing  vessels).  One  steamer  only  is  fitting  out,  a  poor 
concern  without  speed,  and  her  boilers  are  just  being  tried.  '1  here  is 
no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  boat  with  the  iron  horn.  She 
will  likely  never  be  finished,  and  if  she  is  she  won't  come  down  here. 
The  working  people  in  New  Orleans  are  very  tired  of  the  war  and 
would  be  glad  to  see  it  over.  The  Sumter  when  she  left  had  very  little 
coal  on  board  and  will  have  to  depend  on  captures  for  a  supply.  She 
is  a  12-knot  ship,  and  I  doubt  if  anything  we  have  out  here  can  catch 
her  unless  her  coal  fails  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Lieutenan  t,  Comm  an  ding. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Pass  a  V  Outre ,  Louisiana ,  July  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  20th  ultimo  I  captured  as  a  prize, 
for  attempting  to  run  the  blockade,  and  sent  into  Key  West  for  adju¬ 
dication,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  J.  N.  Quackenbush,  of  this  ship,  the 
brigantine  Nahum  Stetson ,  of  and  for  New  Orleans,  sailing  under  a 
British  provisional  register.  1  took  out  of  the  Stetson ,  for  the  use  of 
this  ship,  2,000  Mexican  dollars. 

On  the  7th  instant  I  captured,  and  on  the  8th  sent  into  Key  West  for 
adjudication,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  W.  K.  Clark,  of  this  ship, 
the  bark  Pilgrim ,  of  and  for  New  Orleans,  with  a  cargo  of  brandies 
and  wines. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  Poor, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

Off  Chandeleur  Island  Light ,  July  If  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  13th 
instant,  while  at  anchor  3  miles  from  Ship  Island  light,  two  armed 
steamers,  the  Oregon  and  Arrow,  were  discovered  under  full  steam, 
heading  for  this  vessel. 

I  got  underway  immediately  and  made  the  necessary  preparations 
for  their  reception,  steaming  up  slowly  to  bring  them  within  range. 
The  first  shot  thrown  caused  both  boats  to  open  fire,  but  their  ammu¬ 
nition  was  uselessly  expended,  in  which  1  felt  disposed  to  encourage 
them  by  throwing  an  occasional  shot  and  shell,  knowing  that  their 
object  was  not  to  engage,  but  to  toll  me  up  in  range  of  the  batteries 
on  shore. 
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The  steamers  turned  back  in  unbecoming  haste  at  the  first  fall  of 
shot  near  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Nary. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Ellison ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  visit  of  H.  B. 

M.  S.  Jason ,  off  Tampa  Bay ,  Florida. 

U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cutler, 

Off  Tampa  Bay.  Florida ,  A  ugust  0,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  in  the  haste  of  my  last 
dispatch  (No.  10)  I  omitted  to  mention  that  her  Britannic  Majesty’s 
ship-of-war  Jason  called  in  here  on  the  13th  ultimo,  evidently  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  state  of  the  blockade,  and  that  I  commu¬ 
nicated  with  her. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Ronckendorff  has  supplied  me  with  500 
gallons  water. 

I  have  on  hand  water  to  last  to  the  20th  instant,  and  coal  to  1st 
September. 

I  am  very  much  in  need  of  a  boat,  those  belonging  to  the  ship 
being  totally  unfit  for  the  service,  and  I  have  at  times  been  unable  to 
communicate  with  my  sick  men  ashore  on  this  account.  I  respectfully 
request  that  you  will  cause  me  to  be  furnished  with  a  suitable  one. 

I  am,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  B.  Ellison, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Comdg.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  off  Fort  Pickens. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  IT.  S. 
Navy ,  transmitting  consular  information  regarding  the  departure 
from  Liverpool  of  the  American  ship  Gondar. 

Navy  Department,  August  0,  1861. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  copy  of  a  dispatch  received  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  from  the  U.  S.  minister  at  London,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  com¬ 
munication  addressed  to  the  minister  by  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool, 
which  accompanied  it,  in  relation  to  the  American  ship  Gondar  and 
other  American  vessels  believed  to  have  been  fraudulently  transferred 
to  British  subjects  and  designed  to  cover  contraband  goods.  The 
Secretary  of  State,  in  communicating  these  papers  to  this  Department, 
recommends  that  orders  be  given  for  the  capture  of  any  of  the  vessels 
named,  with  a  view  to  test  judicially  the  question  of  ownership.  You 
will  accordingly  keep  a  vigilant  watch  for  them  and  capture  them  if 
fallen  in  with. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  9 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Wilding,  the  vice-consul  at  Liver¬ 
pool,  a  letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  forward  at  once  to  the  Department. 
Since  its  date  I  have  received  a  telegram  announcing  that  the  Gondar 
has  sailed  for  Nassau,  laden  with  salt. 

Although  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  transfer  of  these  vessels  to 
nominal  English  subjects  is  fraudulent,  1  presume  that  the  only  way 
to  raise  the  question  would  be  by  capture. 

If  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  should  claim  a  restoration  of 
them,  the  proof  that  they  are  bona  tide  English  property  might  be 
required  in  our  courts. 

It  is  not  by  any  means  impossible  that  they  may  be  used  to  cover 
contraband  goods. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Francis  Adams. 

The  Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State ,  Washington,  1).  C. 

[Subenclosure.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool ,  July  8,  1861. 

Sir:  The  ship  Gondar  (avowedly  an  English  ship  belonging  to  Liver¬ 
pool)  is  now  loading  here  for  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  as  I  believe 
that  her  cargo  is  intended  for  Charleston,  I  beg  to  acquaint  you  with 
my  suspicions  as  to  her  real  ownership.  She  was  formerly  an  Amer¬ 
ican  ship,  registered  at  Charleston  in  the  names  of  A.  Michaels  (one- 
sixth),  sometimes  captain,  and  George  A.  Trenholm  (five-sixths),  of 
Charleston,  Mr.  Trenholm  being  chief  partner  of  the  house  of  John 
Fraser  &■  Co.  In  February  last  her  American  certificate  of  registry 
was  delivered  up  at  this  office  to  be  canceled  and  the  vessel  reported 
to  be  sold  and  registered  as  an  English  vessel. 

Since  that  time  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  a 
branch  of  John  Fraser  &  Co.,  of  Charleston,  have  continued  to  use  and 
manage  the  vessel  as  they  did  before,  and  she  is  registered  at  the 
custom-house  in  the  names  of  John  R.  Armstrong  and  Henry  Gerard, 
two  of  their  clerks,  as  joint  owners,  who  are  English  subjects. 
The  only  partner  here  is  C.  K.  Prioleau,  an  American,  a  native  of 
Charleston. 

The  following  vessels  belonging  to  the  same  house  were  sold  and 
registered  as  English,  and  are  no  doubt  owned  in  the  same  way:  The 
Eliza  Bonsall,  Alliance ,  Emily  St.  Pierre ,  and  John  Fraser.  I  have 
no  doubt  whatever  that  John  Fraser  &  Co.,  of  Charleston,  are  the  real 
owners  of  all  these  vessels,  and  are  wrongfully  using  the  British  flag. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir.  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Wilding, 

Vice-  Consul. 

His  Excellency  Charles  F.  Adams,  etc. 
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Attack  by  Galveston  batteries  upon  the  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina , 

August  3 ,  1861. 

Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State  transmitting  cor¬ 
respondence. 

Navy  Department,  September  9,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  for  your  perusal  a  letter 
addressed  to  this  Department  by  Commander  James  Alden,  U.  S.  S. 
South  Carolina ,  including  a  report  of  his  affair  with  the  batteries  at 
Galveston,  and  copies  of  the  correspondence  which  grew  out  of  it 
between  the  foreign  consuls  at  that  port  and  himself. 

Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  return  the  letter  and  papers,  after  mail¬ 
ing  such  use  of  them  as  you  may  think  proper  % 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  V.  h  ox, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Report  of  Commander  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  correspondence  and  report  regard¬ 
ing  the  Galveston  affair. 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina, 

Off  Galveston ,  August  17 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  for  the  information  of  the 
Department,  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  between  myself  and  the  for¬ 
eign  consuls  at  Galveston.  Also  a  copy  of  my  report  of  the  affair 
made  to  Flag-Officer  Mervine.  I  am  happy  to  add  that  the  health  of 
the  ship’s  company  is  good  and  everything  has  gone  on  quietly  since 

the  affair  above  referred  to.  ,  ,.  , 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 

Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Jfavy. 


Protest  of  foreign  consular  officers. 

Galveston,  August  6,  1861. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  consuls  and  vice-consuls  at  Galveston,  con¬ 
sider  it  their  duty  to  enter  their  solemn  protest  against  your  bombard¬ 
ment  of  this  city  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  instant  without  having 
given  any  notice  so  that  women  and  children  might  have  been 
removed,  and  also  against  your  firing  a  shell  into  the  midst  of  a  large 
crowd  of  unarmed  citizens,  amongst  whom  were  many  women  and 
children,  causing  thereby  the  death  of  an  unoffending  Portuguese  and 
wounding  boys  and  peacefully  disposed  persons,  as  acts  of  inhumanity 
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unrecognized  in  modern  warfare,  and  meriting  the  condemnation  of 
Christian  and  civilized  nations. 

i  Arthur  Lynn, 

British  Consul. 
Jules  Frederich, 

Hanoverian  and  Oldenburg  Consul ,  and  in  the  absence  of  J.  W.  Jock- 
usch ,  Acting  Consul  for  Prussia  and  Hamburg. 

J.  C.  Kuhn, 

Swiss  Consul. 

J.  Kauffmann, 

Vice-Consul  for  Russia,  Deputy  Consul  for  Bremen ,  Saxony ,  Bel¬ 
gium,  Holland,  and  Vice-  Consul  for  Austria. 

F.  Gonzalez, 
Mexican,  Consul. 

F.  W.  Steil, 

Consul  for  Nassau ,  [ New  Providence ]. 

B.  Theron, 

French  Agent,  Consul ,  and  Vice-  Consul  for  Spain. 

Theod.  Wagner, 

Consul  pro  tern,  for  Electoral  Hesse. 

Captain  James  Alden, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina. 


Letter  from  Commander  Alden,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  responding  to  the  protest  of  consular  officers. 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina, 
Blockading  Squadron,  of  Galveston,  August  6,  1861. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  just  received  by  the  hand  of  Captain  Davis  your 
communication  of  yesterday’s  date,  in  which  you  enter  your  “solemn 
protest  against  your  (my)  bombardment  of  this  city  on  the  evening  of 
the  3d  instant,  without  having  given  any  notice,  so  that  the  women 
and  children  might  have  been  removed,”  and  characterizing  my  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  that  connection  as  “acts  of  inhumanity,  unrecognized  in 
modern  warfare  and  meriting  the  condemnation  of  Christian  and 
civilized  nations.” 

My  first  impulse  on  reading  your  extraordinary  communication,  so 
full  of  statements  at  variance  with  my  own  knowledge  of  the  facts,  was 
to  return  it  to  you  and  ask  you,  in  ail  conscience,  to  examine  the  mat¬ 
ter  before  endorsing  such  sweeping  accusations;  but  as  the  facts  were 
all  patent,  and  you  might  inform  yourselves  of  them  if  you  would,  I 
decided  to  send  you  the  verbal  answer  I  did,  and  which  may  be  to 
some  of  you  quite  sufficient;  but  as  it  is  likely  there  are  others  who 
have  signed  this  extraordinary  document  who  know  little  or  nothing 
about  the  matter,  and  as  }rou  all  represent  countries  with  which  we 
are  at  peace  and  amity,  it  may  perhaps  be  my  duty  to  state  to  you  the 
facts  of  the  case.  They  are  simply  as  follows:  Early  on  the  morning 
of  the  3d  instant  our  gunboat  found  herself  near  the  shore,  and  shortly 
afterwards  (as  the  results  proved)  within  range  of  some  of  the  batteries. 
The  first  warning  she  got  was  a  shot,  not  a  blank  cartridge,  but  a  shot, 
not  bred  ahead  or  astern  of  her  to  warn  her  off,  but  straight  at  her. 

She,  of  course,  fired  back;  some  shots  were  exchanged,  when  she 
came  and  reported  the  facts  to  me.  This  was  in  the  morning.  I 
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waited  all  day,  till  nearly  4  in  the  afternoon,  hoping  some  explanation, 
some  disavowal  of  the  act,  would  be  sent  olf .  None  came.  I  then  got 
underway  and  stood  for  the  batteries,  which,  you  are  aware,  are  built 
in  the  rear  of  and  close  to  the  town,  merely  to  see  if  they  could,  while 
they  knew  the  town  must  be  injured  by  our  return  lire,  repeat  such  an 
act  of  aggression  by  commencing  upon  us.  We  were  no  sooner  within 
range  of  their  guns,  however,  than  they  opened  their  fire,  when  we, 
after  exchanging  a  few  shots  with  them  retired,  preferring  that  it 
should  appear  that  we  were  beaten  off  ,  rather  than  continue  a  contest 
where  (as  the  resultshows)  so  many  unoffending  citizens  must  necessarily 
suffer.  If  that  act  means  the  “condemnation  of  Christain  and  civil¬ 
ized  nations”  pray  tell  me,  gentlemen,  what  you  would  have  done 
were  you  in  my  place? 

Again,  you  protest  against  my  firing  a  shell  into  the  midst  of  a 
“large  crowd  of  unarmed  citizens,  amongst  whom  were  many  women 
and  children.”  Good  God,  gentlemen!  do  you  think  such  an  act  could 
have  been  deliberate  or  premeditated?  Resides,  I  would  ask,  was  it 
not  the  duty  of  the  military  commandant  who,  by  his  act  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  had  invited  me  to  the  contest,  to  see  that  such  were  out  of  the 
way?  Did  he  not  have  all  day  to  prepare?  It  was  evident  to  my 
mind  that  they  knew  we  were  coming,  or  whj7  was  that  demonstration 
on  the  steamer  General  Rusk? 

In  conclusion,  let  me  add  that  no  one  can  regret  the  injury  done  to 
unoffending  individuals  more  than  I  do.  Still,  I  find  no  complaint  of 
my  acts  of  the  3d  instant  coming  from  military  or  civil  authorities  of 
Galveston,  and  with  due  reference  to  your  consideration  and  humanity, 
I  must  respectfully  remark  that  it  is  the  first  time  that  I  have  ever 
heard  that  the  women  and  children  or  unarmed  citizens  of  one  of  our 
towns  were  under  the  protection  of  foreign  consuls. 

Respectfully, 

James  Alden, 

Commander ,  U  S.  Navy ,  Commanding/. 

Arthur  Lynn,  Esq., 

British  Consul. 

J.  C.  Kuhn,  Esq., 

Swiss  Consul. 

F.  W.  Steil,  Esq., 

Consul  for  Nassau ,  \New  Providence .] 

[And  others.] 


Report  of  Commander  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina, 

Off  Galveston ,  August  10 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  a  report  of  a  shoit  but 
lively  affair  which  took  place  on  the  3d  instant  between  this  ship  and 
two  of  the  batteries  located  near  to  and  back  of  the  city  of  Galveston. 
The  city  is,  as  the  accompanying  sketch  will  show,  entirely  at  our 
mercv,  but  I  have  never  had  any  intention  of  troubling  them,  as  I 
considered  my  duty  was  simply  to  blockade  and  stop  the  commerce 
of  the  port,  as  1  frankly  told  their  military  commandant,  Captain  (now 
Colonel)  [John  C.]  Moore,  who  called  upon  me  shortly  after  our  arrival 
to  enquire  into  the  truth  or  falsity  of  a  report,  to  wit,  that  I  had 
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threatened  to  bombard  the  town  if  my  duty  of  blockading  was  inter¬ 
fered  with  by  them  in  any  way.  I  told  the  captain  in  reply  that  I 
seldom  made  threats  under  any  circumstances;  that  1  had  not,  nor 
should  I,  upon  so  momentous  a  subject  as  this,  presume  to  think  what 
I  should  do,  believing  as  I  did,  as  far  as  the  town  was  concerned,  that 
they  would  gladly  let  us  alone;  but  I  was  disappointed,  for,  on  the  3d 
instant,  as  one  of  our  tenders  was  returning  from  a  cruise  to  the  south¬ 
ward  in  charge  of  Mr.  Rodney  Baxter,  acting  master,  she  found  her¬ 
self,  early  in  the  morning,  near  two  of  the  rebel  batteries,  which 
shortly  opened  their  fire  upon  her,  which  she  returned  in  the  most 
gallant  manner,  and  after  exchanging  a  few  shots  came  and  reported 
the  facts  to  me. 

The  whole  affair  passed  under  my  own  observation,  our  anchorage 
being  only  3  miles  distant,  and  while  I  was  made  to  realize  that  people 
could  be  so  insane  as  to  initiate  hostilities  with  us  when  their  town 
was  so  completely  at  our  mercy,  I  was  restrained  from  going  in  and 
engaging  their  batteries  on  the  moment,  believing  that  the  whole  affair 
might  have  been  the  result  of  misunderstanding  or  accident.  I  there¬ 
fore  waited  all  day  for  some  explanation  or  disavowal  on  the  part  of 
the  authorities,  but  none  came;  on  the  contrary,  steam  was  gotten  up 
on  the  General  Busk,  a  large  sea  steamer  which  has  been  preparing 
for  sea  for  some  time,  and  other  demonstrations  satisfied  me  that  so 
far  from  their  volunteering  any  explanations,  they  were  ready  for  us, 
and  indeed  wanted  a  brush.  I  therefore,  at  about  d  o’clock  p.  m.,  got 
underway,  and  after  towing  a  prize  which  we  have  a  little  to  seaward, 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  steamer  General  Busk,  if  she  should  come  out 
while  we  were  engaged,  I  stood  down  toward  the  batteries.  Our 
moving  was  the  signal  for  the  General  Busk  to  get  underway,  and  as 
she  approached  the  bar  1  turned  to  give  her  chase,  but  she  was  as  cpiick 
in  that  evolution  as  we  were,  and  ran  back  with  all  speed.  She 
attempted  it  the  second  time,  but  after  that  was  content  to  go  in  and 
watch  the  result  out  of  harm’s  waj^. 

Being  satisfied  that  there  was  no  more  diversion  in  that  direction,  I 
resumed  my  original  course  and  stood  toward  the  batteries,  but  we 
were  no  sooner  in  range  than  they  opened  their  fire  upon  us,  when  the 
action  became  general.  After  exchanging  some  dozen  or  fifteen  shots 
with  them,  I  withdrew,  satisfied  that  throughout  the  whole  affair  we 
were  doing  more  injury  to  the  city,  or  perhaps  the  unoffending  citizens, 
than  to  the  batteries  or  those  who  sought  the  collision. 

t  he  nearest  point  that  we  could  get  to  the  shore,  our  ship  drawing 
12  feet,  was  about  1  mile,  where  we  found  13^-  feet  of  water. 

Their  firing  was  extremely  bad,  considering  the  large  object  that 
this  ship,  almost  entirely  light,  presents,  for  not  a  shot  touched  us. 
Ours,  I  regret  to  say,  as  far  as  the  poor  Portuguese  and  other  unof¬ 
fending  sufferers  go,  was  more  effective.  The  only  information  I 
have  from  the  city  on  the  subject  is  in  a  very  insulting  letter,  gotten 
up  in  the  shape  of  a  protest,  remonstrating  against  my  acts  of  the  3d 
instant,  and  signed  by  all  the  foreign  consuls  at  Galveston,  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  sent,  together  with  my  answer.  1  should  add  that 
some  of  the  crew  of  our  tender  had  occasion,  a  few  days  ago,  to  land 
down  the  coast  in  pursuit  of  fresh  provisions,  when  we  were  informed 
that  a  captain  of  a  company,  or  captain  of  a  gun,  and  others  in  one  of 
the  batteries  were  killed  in  the  affair  of  the  3d  instant;  also  that  one 
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of  our  shells  went  into  the  middle  of  the  town,  but  from  some  cause 
or  other  did  not  burst. 

Respectfully,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 

Commander . 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Sjuadron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy,  express¬ 
ing  approval  of  his  conduct. 

Flagship  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  August  %1,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication, 
detailing  the  particulars  of  your  engagement  with  the  secession  bat¬ 
teries,  and  accompanying  documents.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
approve  of  the  course  you  took  in  reference  to  the  matter.  I  have 
forwarded  copies  of  all  the  papers  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

I  have  no  doubt,  myself,  that  the  English  consul  is  the  “head  and 
front”  of  the  protest.  AlwajTs  ready  to  interfere,  the  representative 
of  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  Government  at  Galveston,  doubtless,  rejoiced 
at  an  opportunity  to  obtain  a  little  notoriety  at  your  expense.  Your 
reply  to  the  protest  meets  my  hearty  approval. 

Under  the  circumstances  I  approve  of  your  noncompliance  with  the 
requisition  of  Commander  Price  for  one  of  your  prize  schooners. 
In  consequence  of  an  omission  to  forward  the  army  mail  on  the 
Water  Witch,  I  dispatched  the  Sam.  Houston  with  it,  in  hopes  that 
she  might  fall  in  with  the  former  vessel  at  Apalachicola,  but  with 
orders  that  if  the  schooner  did  not  overtake  the  steamer,  to  proceed 
with  the  mail  to  Key  West.  She  will  doubtless  rejoin  you  in  a  few 
days,  when  you  will  transfer  her  to  Commander  Price,  provided  she 
is  not  essential  to  you  in  preventing  the  escape  of  the  General  Busk, 
which  must  be  prevented  at  all  hazards,  if  she  is  armed  and  intended 
for  a  cruiser.  I  am  confident  you  would  do  all  in  your  power  to  pre¬ 
vent  such  a  catastrophe,  but  judging  from,  certain  emphatic  expres¬ 
sions  in  an  official  document  I  have,  relative  to  the  escape  of  the 
Sumter ,  not  even  dark  nights,  nor  any  such  contingency,  would  shield 
you  from  censure  should  the  steamer  get  out. 

Prisoners  of  war  should  be  sent  to  New  York  by  the  steamers 
Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut  and  delivered  to  the  U.  S.  marshal  of 
that  port.  Private  citizens  should  be  released  on  parole. 

I  intended  you  should  have  received  a  set  of  Coston  signal  lights, 
but  through  some  mistake  they  were  delivered  to  the  Mississippi.  I 
will  forward  you  a  set  by  the  Connecticut. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Jas.  Alden, 

Commanding  U  S.  sS.  South  Cavolina 5  off  Galveston ,  Tex . 
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Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Alden,  TT.  S.  Navy,  express¬ 
ing  approval  of  his  conduct. 


Navy  Department,  September  12,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  17th  of  August,  enclosing' 
copy  of  your  report  of  the  affair  at  Galveston,  and  also  copies  of  the 
correspondence  between  the  foreign  consuls  at  that  port  and  yourself. 

Your  course  as  therein  indicated  meets  with  the  approval  of  the 
Department. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

‘  G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  Navy. 


Commander  James  Alden, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina ,  Gulf  Blckdg.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Mervine ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  nigld  expedi¬ 
tion  for  cutting  out  a  schooner  near  Pensacola  navy  yard,  August 
3-f  '1861. 

No.  15.]  Flagship  Colorado, 

v  Off  Fort  Pickens,  August  8,  1861. 

Sir:  In  dispatch  No.  11 1  stated  that  1  was  at  that  time  too  much 
engaged  in  dispatching  the  sto reship  Release  to  New  York  and  in  pre¬ 
paring  orders  for  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  to  give  the  attention  to 
the  communications  lately  received  from  the  Department  which  they 
deserved.  I  would  now  advert  to  that  passage  which  refers  to  the 
escape  of  the  privateer  Sumter,  and  the  disastrous  consequences 
thereof.  While  1  acknowledge  the  justice  of  your  remarks,  as  applied  to 
Commander  Poor,  whose  duty  it  was,  at  all  hazards,  to  have  prevented 
the  escape  of  the  privateer,  I  would  most  respectfully  remark  that  1 
can  not  permit  myself  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  escape  of  other 
privateers  from  various  unguarded  points  of  the  Southern  coast,  unless 
the  force  and  the  right  description  of  vessels  are  furnished  me  to  pre¬ 
vent  it.  I  would  add  that,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  the  Sum¬ 
ter  is  the  only  vessel  that  has  escaped  from  those  ports  subject  to  my 
blockade  since  I  assumed  command  of  this  squadron.  In  view  of  the 
repeated  admonitions  from  the  Department,  and  of  information  from 
other  sources  of  the  preparation  making  at  New  Orleans  for  an  attack 
on  the  vessels  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  formidable 
vessels  fitting  out  at  foreign  ports  to  break  the  blockade,  I  have 
deemed  it  advisable  to  send  the  Niagara  to  the  South  West  Pass,  and 
as  soon  as  I  have  the  vessel  to  send  will  station  another  vessel  at  the 
Pass  a  1’Outre. 

I  have  directed  Captain  Ellison,  of  the  R.  R.  Cuvier ,  heretofore 
stationed  at  Tampa  Bay,  to  remove  his  vessel  to  the  northeastern 
entrance  to  Apalachicola,  there  being  two  entrances  to  the  latter  port, 
distant  from  each  other  some  18  miles. 

The  ports  of  St.  Marks,  Apalachicola,  Mobile,  New  Orleans,  and 
Galveston  are  those  from  which  the  largest  shipments  of  cotton  are 
usually  made,  and  I  have  concluded  that  they  should  therefore  be  the 
best  guarded. 

Commander  Shaw,  of  the  steamer  Montgomery ,  has,  I  am  informed, 
taken  a  position  at  too  great  a  distance  from  Apalachicola  to  render 
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his  blockade  of  that  port  effective,  and  has  also  entertained  secession¬ 
ists  on  his  vessel.  Of  these  matters  I  shall,  however,  inform  myself 
more  particularly  on  the  return  of  the  Water  Witch,  which  I  have  sent 
with  orders  and  vegetables  purchased  at  Key  West  to  the  vessels  sta¬ 
tioned  at  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

Id.  B.  M.  steam  corvette  Jason  is  reported  by  Captain  Ellison  as 
having  visited  his  station. 

I  regret  to  have  to  report  that  Thurber  Bailey,  captain’s  clerk  on 
board  this  ship,  died  of  dysentery  on  the  4th  instant;  also  that  Assist¬ 
ant  Surgeon  Charles  H.  Coveil,  also  attached  to  this  ship,  died  of  the 
same  disease  on  the  7th  instant.  The  remains  of  Mr.  Bailey  were 
interred  on  Santa  Rosa  Island,  as  will  also  be  those  of  Mr.  Coveil. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  3d  instant  a  night  expe¬ 
dition  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  out  a  schooner  lying 
near  the  navy  yard  at  Pensacola,  which  was  believed  to  be  fitting  out 
as  a  privateer.  The  force  employed  consisted  of  the  first  and  second 
cutters  and  gig  of  this  ship,  and  the  first  and  second  cutters  of  the 
frigate  Niagara,  with  their  fighting  crews  and  eight  marines,  the 
whole  under  the  command  of  Captain  Theodor  us  Bailejy  assisted  by 
Lieutenants  IV.  F.  Spicer,  B.  B.  Taylor,  E.  E.  Potter,  F.  B.  Blake, 
and  E.  A.  Selden;  Midshipmen  Robeson,  Casey,  Steece,  and  Forrest; 
Assistant  Engineer  White  and  Gunner  Borton. 

The  boats  reached  the  end  of  the  long  wharf  near  midnight,  and 
Captain  Bailey  pulled  inside  the  shears,  the  remainder  lying  on  their 
oars  off  the  wharf.  Previously,  however,  while  about  200  yards  from 
the  wharf,  they  had  been  hailed  by  a  sentry  who,  receiving  no  answer, 
became  so  much  alarmed  that,  without  firing  his  musket,  he  made  a 
regular  stampede  for  the  guardhouse  at  the  upper  end  of  the  wharf. 
The  schooner,  the  object  of  the  expedition,  was  discovered  to  be 
moored  close  to  the  guardhouse.  The  alarm  was  immediately  given 
by  the  sentry,  the  guard  turned  out  on  the  wharf,  the  long  roll  was 
beaten,  gradually  extending  along  the  whole  line,  six  rockets  of  a  very 
inferior  character  and  a  fire  balloon  were  sent  up,  the  batteries  were 
lighted,  and  apparently  every  preparation  for  a  .general  defense  was 
made.  In  the.  absence  of  an}r  firing  from  the  formidable  batteries,  the 
display  of  fireworks  and  the  evident  excitement  on  shore  was  enjoyed 
by  our  men  both  in  the  boats  and  in  the  ships.  Captain  Bailey  deemed 
any  further  demonstration  in  the  face  of  such  an  overwhelming  force 
useless,  and  very  prudently  made  his  way  back  to  the  ships  in  safety. 

The  absence  of  any  discharge  of  ordnance  by  the  rebels  is  almost 
unaccountable  to  me.'  1  can  only  surmise  that  they  were  taken  entirely 
by  surprise  and  were  totally  unprepared.  I  consider  it  fortunate  that 
such  was  the  case,  for  had  they  fired,  in  view  of  the  boastful  spirit  of 
the  rebels,  our  retreat  would  doubtless  have  been  magnified  into  an 
overwhelming  defeat. 

The  next  day  the  rebels  were  seen  from  Fort  Pickens  moving  all 
their  vessels  inside  the  wharf  and  mounting  new  guns  at  the  navy 
yard.  Thev  have  anchored  an  armed  schooner  off  the  i7ard,  evidently 
intending  to  guard  against  another  surprise. 

I  send  with  this  a  selection  from  mail  matter*  captured  by  Com¬ 
mander  Alden  in  one  of  his  prizes,  being  that  portion  of  it  which  has 


*Not  found. 
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any  hearing  on  public  matters.  The  private  letters,  Commandei  Alden 

sent  on  shore  under  a  flag  of  truce. 

1  have  the  honor  to  lie,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Colorado ,  fag  ship  Commodore  William 
Mervine ,  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

August  3,  1861. — From  meridian  to -I  p.  m.,  fitted  second  cutter  with 
gun  and  implements.  At  8  sent  two  boats  on  cutting-out  expedition. 
At  11:45  three  rockets  from  the  navy  yard.  A  boat  from  the  bark 
IF  II.  Wall  came  alongside  for  assistance  to  change  her  position. 
Manned  third  and  fourth  cutters,  armed.  At  12  midnight  boats 
from  cutting-out  expedition  had  not  returned. 

August  F — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  Six  rockets  were  observed 
in  close  succession,  apparently  being  fired  from  the  Pensacola  navy 
yard;  also  the  movement  of  lights  on  the  Santa  Rosa  Island.  Dis¬ 
patched  two  boats  from  this  ship  and  two  from  the  Niagara  to  tow  the 
American  bark  IF  H.  Wall  out  of  gunshot  of  the  rebel  batteries. 
At  2:30  a.  m.  the  boat  expedition  commanded  by  Captain  Bailey  in 
person  returned,  having  made  a  close  reconnoissance  inside  the  navy- 
yard  wharves,  more  especially  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  out  an  armed 
rebel  schooner.  The  schooner  was  found  secured  to  the  sheer  wharf, 
and  the  rebel  relief  guard  was  forming  on  the  landing.  Discovering  the 
boats,  they  sounded  the  alarm,  the  rockets  were  fired,  and  the  troops 
called  to  arms.  Taking  advantage  of  the  alarm  and  confusion,  the 
boats  made  an  orderly  and  safe  retreat. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Niagara,  Captain  William  IF  McKean , 

commanding. 

August  3,  1861. — At  dark  sent  two  armed  boats  in  charge  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Spicer  to  the  flagship  to  take  part  in  a  boat  expedition  off 
Fort  Pickens.  At  midnight  six  rockets  were  sent  up  from  the  navy 
yard,  giving  evidence  that  the  approach  of  our  boat  expedition  in  the 
harbor  had  been  discovered. 


Extract  from  report  of  Commander  Price,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Huntsville ,  regarding  an  armed  Confederate  schooner. 

U.  S.  S.  Huntsville, 

Off  Mobile,  August  5,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatches 
of  the  2d  instant  by  the  Wanderer  and  the  Niagara. 

I  have  received  neither  officers  nor  men  from  the  Massachusetts  or 
South  Carolina. 

The  master  that  was  detailed  for  me  on  board  the  former  vessel  was 
sent  to  Key  West  in  a  prize,  and  has  not  returned  that  1  am  aware  of. 
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I  am  short  of  officers,  and  with  but  barely  men  enough  to  man  my 
guns. 

On  Friday  last,  as  1  was  standing  to  the  westward  along  the  reef,  at 
the  Mississippi  Gulf  [Sound],  I  spied  an  armed  schooner  some  5  or  6 
miles  out  from  the  land,  which,  as  I  neared  her,  hoisted  the  Confed¬ 
erate  flag.  1  fired  four  or  five  shots  at  her  before  she  got  inside  the 
reef. 

She  carried  one  pivot  gun,  from  which  she  returned  the  fire.  1  was 
at  no  time  nearer  than  2^  miles. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cicero  Price, 

Commander. 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  forwarding  statement  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  blockade  of 

Apalachicola ,  Fla. 

Navy  Department,  August  5 ,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  attention  is  invited  to  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter, 
referred  to  the  Department  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  dated 
the  30th  ultimo,  in  which  it  stated  that  the  blockade  of  Apalachicola 
is  by  no  means  effectual. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Corndg.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  T Vest,  Fla. 

[Enclosure.] 

Lansingburgh,  N.  Y.,  July  30,  1861. 

Sir:  A.  married  lady  residing  at  Apalachicola,  Fla.,  writes  to  her 
uncle  in  this  village  that  the  blockade  of  that  port  has  thus  far  been 
only  a  farce.  She  states  that  there  are  four  passages  to  the  sea,  and 
that  the}^  are  guarded  by  only  one  small  vessel;  that  while  the  vessel 
is  near  the  mouth  of  one  passage  there  is  not  any  difficulty  about  effect¬ 
ing  ingress  or  egress  at  some  one  of  the  other  passages. 

The  lady  expresses  the  belief  that  four  vessels  would  be  necessary 
to  make  the  blockade  effectual. 

Thinking  this  information  might  possibly  be  of  some  benefit  to  the 
Government,  and  perhaps  enable  the  United  States  to  diminish  Lord 
Lyons’  instances  of  ineffectual  blockade,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
address  you  upon  the  subject. 

The  lady  directs  her  uncle  to  forward  his  reply  (under  cover)  to  a 
firm  in  New  York  City,  by  whom  it  will  be  forwarded,  and  this  inti¬ 
mates  that  there  is  still  communication  by  sea  to  the  port  of  Apalach¬ 
icola. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Mott. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Pow¬ 
hatan ,  regarding  the  impaired  condition  of  the  boilers  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Powhatan, 

Louth  West  Pass ,  Mississippi  River ,  August  6 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  take  advantage  of  the  sailing1  of  the  Sam.  Houston  to  send 
communications. 

The  articles  I  send  to  Havana  for  are  much  needed,  and  I  should  be 
glad  if,  by  any  means,  we  could  get  them.  Our  boilers  are  almost 
expended.  We  have  patched  and  repatched  until  there  is  not  a  chance 
of  patching  much  more,  our  boilers  are  so  thin.  Two  boilers  burst 
holes  in  them  a  few  days  ago,  merely  backing  a  little  harder  than 
usual.  Without  the  articles  sent  over  by  the  consul  we  will  soon  be 
obliged  to  let  our  tires  go  out,  and  I  feel  extremely  anxious  that  noth¬ 
ing  shall  get  in  or  out  of  this  Pass. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Lieutenant ,  Comm.andi.ng. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Comdg.  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron ,  TJ.  S.  S.  Colorado. 


Report  of  Captain  McKean ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Niagara ,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  in  South  West  Pass. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Niagara, 

South  West  Pass ,  August  7,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  last  evening. 
Learning  at  Mobile  that  a  privateer  had  been  seen  to  the  westward  of 
that  place,  and  had  been  chased  by  the  Huntsville ,  I  deemed  it  necessary 
to  tow  the  Wanderer  to  the  Chandeleurs.  On  arriving  there  on  the 
evening  of  the  5th,  1  communicated  with  Captain  Smith,  of  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts ,  supplied  him  with  some  medicine,  and  left  at  10  p.  m.,  reach¬ 
ing  the  Pass  a  l’Outre  early  yesterday  morning,  when  I  communicated 
with  Captain  Poor,  of  the  Brooklyn. 

The  Brooklyn  and  the  Powhatan  have  both  a  full  supply  of  coal. 

The  barkentine  Andrew  Manderson  will  leave  here  to-morrow  or  the 
next  day  for  Key  West,  to  land  the  30  tons  retained  as  ballast. 

1  have  no  news.  The  Water  Witch,  arrived  last  night  and  I  write 
in  haste,  as  she  leaves  this  morning. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean,  Captain. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  off  Fort  Pickens ,  Fla. 


General,  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer 
Mervine ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  and  expressing  approval  of  Commanders  Alden 
and  Smith ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  August  7,  1861. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  July  17,  and  enclosure,  from  Acting  Master 
[George]  Kimball,  and  yom  dispatches  No.  12  and  No.  13,  with  the 
enclosures,  have  been  received. 
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The  Department  embraces  this  occasion  to  express  its  appreciation 
of  the  very  efficient  manner  in  which  Commander  Alden,  of  the  South 
Carolina,  and  Commander  Smith,  of  the  Massachusetts ,  have  performed 
the  duties  assigned  them,  and  to  say  that  their  vigilance  and  energy 
are  worthy  of  all  commendation. 

It  is  regretted  the  service  is  not  better  supplied  with  boats  and  how¬ 
itzers,  as  well  as  a  smaller  class  of  steamers,  to  perform  blockade,  or, 
more  properly,  coast-guard  service  in  the  Gulf.  So  far  as  practica¬ 
ble  the  Department  will  endeavor  to  supply  the  deficit,  but  there  is 
difficulty  in  procuring  the  necessary  ordnance,  as  well  as  the  right 
description  of  vessels.  It  is  a  gratification  that  you  so  fully  and  justly 
appreciate  the  embarrassments  of  the  Department  in  these  respects. 

Much  alarm  is  felt  by  our  community,  and  especially  by  those 
engaged  in  commerce,  in  consequence  of  the  escape  of  the  Sumter ,  and 
the  course  of  Captain  McKean  in  giving  immediate  pursuit  gives  gen¬ 
eral  satisfaction.  It  is  regretted  that  neither  the  Niagara  nor  any  of 
the  other  vessels  have  as  \Tet  succeeded  in  capturing  this  pirate. 

If  no  better  disposition  can  be  made  of  the  prizes  captured,  it  would 
be  well  to  sink  them  in  some  of  the  channels  where  they  can  most 
effectually  obstruct  ingress  or  egress,  and  care  should  be  exercised  in 
releasing’  prisoners.  It  has  been  represented,  confidentially  to  the 
Department,  that  some  of  the  persons  released  by  Commander  Alden 
were  insurgent  officers,  who  destroyed  their  commissions  and  orders 
when  they  found  they  were  to  be  captured,  and  were  released  and  sent 
on  shore,  when  they  ought  to  have  been  retained  and,  perhaps,  sent  to 
New  York  or  some  other  distant  point. 

Every  exertion  is  being  made  to  obtain  engineers  for  the  Navy.  A 
board  is  now  in  session  examining  candidates  that  present  themselves. 
A  sufficient  number  will  be  sent  forward  at  the  earliest  moment  possi¬ 
ble  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  Gulf  Squadron, 

The  new  boilers  for  the  Wyandotte  and  Crusader  will  be  ready 
about  the  middle  of  September.  Instructions  have  already  been  given 
you  to  send  those  vessels  to  New  York  to  receive  their  boilers.  A 
new  boiler  for  the  Mohawk  has  been  ordered. 

The  Susquehanna ,  having  broken  her  shaft  while  on  the  way  to  the 
Gulf,  had  to  return  to  Philadelphia  for  repairs.  ^  She  has  since  been 
assigned  to  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  The  Richmond,  has 
sailed,  or  is  about  sailing,  from  New  York  to  join  your  command. 
She  goes  by  the  island  of  Jamaica  and  south  side  of  Cuba,  and  is 
authorized  to  divert  from  her  course  should  information  be  obtained 
of  pirates,  and  to  pursue  them. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Report  of  Commander  Smith ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Massachusetts,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  sloop  Charles 
Henry ,  of  Mobile. 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

Off  Ship  Island ,  August  8,  1861. 


Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  I  captured  yesterday  the  sloop  Charles 
Henry,  of  Mobile,  William  Stewart,  master,  and  3  men,  sailing  under 
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an  expired  license,  issued  at  Pensacola  April  23,  1860,  and  warned  off 
by  the  blockading  squadron  MajT  12  from  Pensacola  and  May  26  from 
New  Orleans  and  Mobile. 

As  a  dispatch  vessel  will  enable  me  to  communicate  with  the  flag- 
officer  in  the  event  of  any  pressing  emergency,  1  have  placed  her  in 
charge  of  Mr.  Stephen  A'.  Ryder,  master’s  mate,  allowed  him  a  crew 
of  6  men  (supernumeraries),  and  given  her  an  armament  of  1  brass 
6-pounder,  all  of  which  I  respectfully  submit  for  your  approval. 

Mr.  Ryder  has  been  instructed  to  proceed  to  the  anchorage  off  Pen¬ 
sacola,  and  on  his  arrival  to  report  to  the  senior  commanding  officer, 
to  whom  he  is  to  deliver  the  papers  seized  with  the  prize,  with  accom¬ 
panying  dispatches,  and  to  return  immediately  to  this  place  unless 
otherwise  ordered  by  an  officer  senior  to  myself. 

The  master  of  the  Charles  Henry ,  who  is  in  possession  of  some  infor¬ 
mation  in  relation  to  the  fortification  in  Mississippi  Sound  and  at  Pen¬ 
sacola,  is  sent  in  the  prize  for  examination. 

He  has  stated  to  me  that  Fort  Pike  has  a  battery  of  13  24-pounders 
and  2  12-pound  rifled  cannon,  and  a  force  of  about  100  men,  and  that 
Ship  Island  had  some  time  since  1  IX-inch  Dahlgren  and  32-pounder 
and  was  to  be  reinforced.  There  are  at  least  15  guns  at  that  place  at 
this  time,  and  I  calculate  800  men. 

The  steamboat  Oregon  carries  1  V Ill-inch  gun,  68  cwt. ,  and  the 
Arrow  1  32-pounder,  and  2  miles  west  of  the  terminus  of  the  rail¬ 
road,  at  Lake  Borgne,  there  is  a  battery  of  12  32-pounders,  the  earth¬ 
work  crossing  the  track  with  merely  space  for  the  passage  of  the  cars. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  U  S.  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Smith ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  further  instruc¬ 
tions  regarding  the  destruction  of  telegraph  line. 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

Off  Ship  Island ,  August  8 ,  1861. 

Sir:  *  *  *  I  have  at  present  on  board,  after  filling  vacancies, 

caused  by  the  capture  of  men  sent  in  prizes,  1  deserter,  and  1  recom¬ 
mended  for  medical  survey  and  discharge,  and  6  men  transferred  to 
prize  recently  captured,  4  seamen,  5  ordinary  seamen,  and  3  landsmen 
over  and  above  the  complement  allowed,  as  will  appear  by  the  accom¬ 
panying  schedule. 

The  telegraph  line  that  I  am  ordered  to  destroy  can  not  be  approached 
in  this  vessel  at  any  point  nearer  than  20  miles,  and  then  only  by  enter¬ 
ing  the  Ship  Island  Passage,  which  channel  is  now  guarded  by  a  very 
formidable  fortification  and  corresponding  force. 

I  he  boats  of  this  vessel  are  not  constructed  for  such  hazardous 
service,  not  having  the  capacity  for  carrying  a  gun,  while  the  steamers 
in  Mississippi  Sound  are  all  swift  and  armed  with  ordnance  of  long 
range. 

The  distance  being  too  great  to  accomplish  the  work  at  night,  1  have 
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considered  it  judicious  to  apprise  you  of  the  above  facts  and  await 
your  further  instructions  on  the  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Blockading  Squadron ,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Report  of  Captain  Eagle ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  frigate 

Santee ,  regarding  the  seizure  by  that  vessel  of  the  schooner  C.  P. 

Knapp. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 

At  Sea ,  August  S ,  1861. 

Sir:  We  boarded  this  day  the  American-built  schooner  C.  P.  Knapp), 
H.  Lafferty,  master,  under  British  colors,  in  latitude  26"  16',  longitude 
87°  05'  W: 

Upon  an  examination  of  her  papers,  I  ascertained  that  she  left  Few 
Orleans,  La.,  bound  for  Havana,  Cuba,  via  Matamoras. 

Her  log  book,  which  is  now  in  my  possession,  shows  that  after  leav¬ 
ing  Matamoras  she  steered  direct  for  Brash  ear,  La.,  and  was  there  laid 
up  and  her  crew  discharged.  She  was  evidently,  in  my  opinion, 
engaged  in  an  illicit  trade. 

When  first  seen,  and  until  boarded,  she  was  standing  to  the  south¬ 
ward  and  westward.  Her  course  for  Havana,  from  her  position 
when  first  seen,  was  S.  E.  by  E. ;  the  wind  at  the  time  was  from  the 
E.  N.  E. 

The  master  makes  contradictory  statements  in  regard  to  the  number 
of  his  crew.  He  informed  the  boarding  officer  that  he  had  no  passen¬ 
gers,  and  he  informed  me  that  he  had  one  passenger. 

The  papers  of  the  schooner  do  not  appear  legal  in  form.  The  crew 
list  shows'  only  seven  persons,  exclusive  of  the  master,  when  there 
were  on  board,  in  all,  twelve  persons,  two  of  whom  are  believed  to  be 
passengers. 

The  crew’s  list  is  not  signed  by  the  master  and  mates,  and  is  not 
certified  to  by  the  English  consul.  There  should"  be  attached  to  the 
shipping  articles  a  certificate  of  shipment  from  the  English  consul  for 
each  man,  said  certificate  stating  that  he  is  a  British  subject,  and  the 
shipping  articles  should  be  signed  by  the  master  of  the  vessel  and  the 
English  consul. 

There  was  no  certificate  by  the  master  or  mate  that  the  crew  were 
mustered  on  board  the  schooner. 

The  British  law  requires  that  the  master  of  any  British  vessel  shall 
have  a  certificate  showing  that  he  is  qualified  to  command  the  vessel. 
The  master  of  the  schooner  C.  P.  Knapp  has  no  _  such  certificate. 
Attached  to  the  provisional  register  there  is  a  provisional  declaration, 
signed  by  John  Brunaso,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  the  21st  day  of 
May,  1861,  also  signed  by  William  Mure,  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  con¬ 
sul  at  New  Orleans,  which  latter  signature  has  no  consular  seal  attached 
to  it.  This  document,  therefore,  is  not  valid. 

I  can  find  no  clearance  from  the  collector  of  the  custom-house. 

It  has  been  stated  to  me  that  it  is  supposed  the  schooner  nas  other 
cargo  on  board  besides  what  is  stated  on  her  manifest. 
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It  is  evident  that  the  sale  or  transfer  of  the  American  schooner  C.  P. 
Knap]p ,  and  her  sailing  under  British  colors,  were  illegal  transactions. 

There  is  no  evidence  among  the  papers  that  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  have  been  complied  with  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  the  schooner 
to  a  British  subject.  The  law  requires  that  the  original  register  be 
recorded  in  the  collector’s  office  and  then  transmitted  to  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury  in  Washington,  D.  C.  In  the  foregoing  statement  you 
will  see  my  reasons  for  taking  the  schooner  and  towing  her  to  Pensa¬ 
cola  for  your  decision  in  relation  to  her  seizure. 

I  transferred  the  master  and  a  portion  of  the  crew  to  this  ship,  and 
put  Acting  Master  Frederick  Rodgers  in  charge  of  the  schooner,  with 
two  master’s  mates  and  eight  men.  I  was  disposed  to  leave  the  mates 
of  the  schooner  on  board  of  her  to  take  care  of  property,  but  they 
behaved  in  such  a  manner  that  Lieutenant  Jouett  sent  them  on  board 
this  vessel,  and  I  approved  of  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  yours, 

Henry  Eagle, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron . 


Confidential  letter  from,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag -  Officer  Mer¬ 
vine ,  U  S.  Navy ,  forwarding  telegram  regarding  rumored  attack 
wpon  the  blockading  feet. 

Navy  Department,  August  8 , 1861. 
Sir:  The  enclosed  copy  of  telegram,  just  received  by  the  President, 
is  sent,  with  his  endorsement,  to  you,  that  you  may  take  such  measures 
as  may  appear  advisable  in  the  premises. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  W.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 

[Enclosure.] 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  August  7,  1861. 
Private  information  to  me  from  Savannah  assures  me  that  Tattnall 
is  about  to  move  against  the  blockading  fleet.  He  has  six  armed  tugs. 
Have  we  a  squadron  large  enough  to  oppose  him? 

B.  Storer. 

Abraham  Lincoln, 

President. 

[Endorsement.] 

I  have  just  received  this,  and  now  refer  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

A.  L. 


First  report  of  conference  for  the  consideration  of  measures  for  efec- 
tually  blockading  the  coast  bordering  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  August  9,  1861. 
Sir:  In  our  last  memoir  we  completed  our  remarks  and  recommen¬ 
dations  concerning  the  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States  from  Cape 
Henry  to  Cape  Sable. 
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We  are  now  to  take  up  the  shores  of  the  United  States  bordering  on 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Here  we  purpose  to  pursue  the  same  course  as 
before,  dividing  this  region  of  coast  into  several  sections,  all  of  which 
are  distinguished  from  each  other  by  peculiar  geographical  features — 
or  by  different  degrees  of  settlement,  and  require,  therefore,  different 
modes  of  treatment.  Our  sectional  divisions  are  as  follows: 

1.  The  Florida  keys  and  reefs. 

2.  The  west  coast  of  Florida,  from  Cape  Sable  to  Cedar  Keys. 

3.  Northern  division  of  Florida,  from  Cedar  Ke}^s  to  the  River 
Perdido. 

1.  Coast  of  part  of  northern  Florida,  and  the  coasts  of  Alabama  and 
Mississippi,  from  the  river  Perdido  to  Ship  Island.  This  section 
includes  Mobile  Bay  and  Mississippi  Sound,  with  its  numerous  and 
very  important  subsidiary  bays  and  dependencies. 

5'.  The  coast  of  part  of  Mississippi  and  the  coast  of  Louisiana,  from 
Ship  and  Cat  islands  to  Atchafalaya,  Cote  Blanche,  and  Vermilion 
bays,  inclusive. 

6.  And,  lastly^,  a  part  of  the  coast  of  Louisiana  and  the  whole  coast 
of  Texas,  from  Grand  Pass,  Vermilion  Bay,  to  the  Rio  Grande  del 
Norte. 

We  propose  to  take  these  sections,  not  in  the  order  of  their  succes¬ 
sion  from  east  to  west,  or  the  reverse,  but  in  the  order  of  their  impor¬ 
tance,  and  we  shall  begin,  therefore,  with  the  fifth,  which,  in  its  whole 
extent,  embraces  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  together  with  its  various 
approaches  from  the  sea.  Between  Cat  and  Ship  islands,  which  we 
have  taken  to  define  the  northeastern  limit  of  this  section,  and  Atcha¬ 
falaya  and  its  adjacent  bays,  is  comprised  the  great  Delta  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  through  which  are  discharged  all  the  streams  that  are  fed  by 
the  Mississippi  River,  and  within  these  limits  are  embraced  all  the 
military  approaches  to  New  Orleans  by  means  of  these  streams  and 
their  dependencies,  bays  or  lakes.  A  curved  line  drawn  from  Cat 
Island  to  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  and  thence  to  Vermilion  Bay, 
including  Atchafalaya  and  Cote  Blanche  bays,  and  skirting  along  the 
seashore  of  the  Delta  proper,  will  measure  about  170  geographical 
miles;  the  distance  from  the  Mississippi  River  to  the  eastern  limit 
being  about  60  miles,  and  to  the  western  about  110  miles. 

From  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  the  Delta  of  the  Mississippi 
extends  beyond  this  curved  line  about  30  miles.  The  principal  and 
characteristic  features  of  this  portion  of  the  coast  are  apparent.  They 
are  large  and  shallow  sheets  of  water,  called  either  lakes  or  bays,  and 
long,  narrow,  crooked,  and  deep  bayous,  shoal  at  the  entrance,  and 
frequently  entering  into  shoaler  basins. 

But  while  these  general  features  may  be  correctly  said  to  belong  to 
the  whole  section^  it  will  be  convenient,  for  the  sake  of  more  minute 
and  accurate  description,  to  subdivide  into  smaller  sections,  con¬ 
taining — 

(a)  Lakes  Borgne,  etc.,  and  their  approaches  and  connections; 

( l )  The  east  coast  of  the  Delta; 

(c)  The  Delta; 

(d)  From  the  Delta  to  Bayou  La  Fourche; 

(e)  From  Bayou  La  Fourche  to  Atchafalaya  and  Vermilion  bays. 

(a)  The  first  of  these  divisions,  which  lies  west  from  Mississippi 

Sound  and  north  of  the  lower  Mississippi  River,  consists  of  a  series  of 
lakes,  together  with  a  series  of  bayous  and  rivers. 


620 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


The  rivers  fall  generally  into  the  bays  from  the  north,  and,  taking 
their  rise  in  the  interior,  are  independent  water  courses.  The  bayous 
are  generally  narrow,  crooked,  and  dependent  streams,  shallow  at  the 
mouth  (with  from  3  to  6  feet  of  water  on  the  bars),  and  quite  deep 
within;  they  frequently  afford  available  channels  for  boats  into  and 
through  the  great  Delta  and  between  the  lakes,  often  connecting  with 
the  great  river  and  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

The  lakes  are  three  in  number,  Lake  Borgne  on  the  east.  Lake  Pont- 
chartrain,  and  Lake  Maurepas,  which  connects  with  the  Mississippi 
Liver  110  miles  above  New  Orleans. 

We  rely  upon  the  charts  of  the  Coast  Survey  for  the  only  correct 
information  about  the  shores  of  lakes  Borgne  and  Pontchartrain  and 
their  intermediate  channels,  with  which  we  are  principally  concerned. 
The  first  of  these  channels,  between  Mississippi  Sound  and  Lake  Borgne, 
runs  between  St.  Joseph’s  Island  (on  the  north),  on  which  there  is  a 
light-house,  and  Grand  Island,  and  is  called  Grand  Island  Pass.  It  has 
sufficient  water  at  the  east  entrance,  but  shoals  rapidly  as  it  expands 
into  Lake  Borgne  to  9  feet  of  water  only,  which  is  the  least  depth 
before  reaching  The  Pigolets.  This  depth  limits  the  size  of  the  vessels 
navigating  this  channel  of  approach.  There  is  a  light-house  at  The 
Pigolets,  and  between  this  and  the  light  before  mentioned  empties  the 
Pearl  River,  the  largest  between  the  Pascagoula  and  Mississippi  rivers, 
which  takes  its  rise  in  the  heart  of  the  State,  and  is  about  250  miles 
long.  Pearl  River  is  worthy  of  notice,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
great  extent  of  country  it  drains,  but  because  it  forms  the  eastern  limit 
of  the  Delta  of  the  Mississippi.  East  of  it  the  country  is  sanded  and 
woody  with  pines;  west  of  it,  low  and  marshy. 

We  have  said  that  the  main  channel  has  only  9  feet  of  water  at  the 
entrance  into  Lake  Borgne.  The  lake  itself  has  an  average  depth  of  10 
feet  only,  which  diminishes  toward  the  shores.  At  the  head  of  the 
south  bay  of  the  lake  is  the  small  town  of  Proctorsville,  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  Mexican  Gulf  Railroad,  which  meets  the  levee  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  River  12  miles  from  New  Orleans. 

This,  is  one  of  the  approaches  to  New  Orleans,  and  might  be  made 
useful  if  possession  is  taken  of  the  river  above  the  forts.  In  the  south¬ 
west  bay  of  the  lake  the  shore  is  broken  by  several  bayous  practicable 
for  boats. nearly  to  the  river.  The  depth  and  directions  of  these  bayous 
are  furnished  by  the  military  recon noissance  of  1812  by  the  topo¬ 
graphical  engineers. 

Lakes  Borgne  and  Pontchartrain  are  connected  by  two  crooked  chan¬ 
nels  known  as  The  Rigolets,  and  called  severally  Chef  Menteur  and 
Rigolet,  in  both  of  which  the  lowest  depth  descends  to  7  feet,  and  this 
is  the  most  important  fact  for  us  to  know.  The  first  named  of  these 
channels  is  defended  by  a  small  fort,  called  Fort  Wood,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Bayou  Sauvage;  the  second  by  a  fort  of  moderate  size,  called 
Fort  Pike,  so  situated  as  to  command  a  long  passage  known  as  the 
Eastern  Reach.  These  channels  bring  us  into  Lake  Pontchartrain,  which 
is  by  far  the  largest  lake  of  the  whole  Mississippi  Delta,  and  which  is 
immediately  connected  with  New  Orleans  by  two  railroads,  one  canal, 
and  one  bayou  and  canal.  This  connection  takes  place  on  the  southern 
shore;  the  pier  or  wharf  at  the  termination  of  Pontchartrain  Railroad 
has  8  feet  of  water  at  the  end  of  it,  and  there  is  about  the  same  depth 
at  the  piers  of  the  Bayou  St.  John,  and  of  the  Carrollton  and  Jefferson 
railroads.  Along  the  whole  of  this  shore  the  character  of  the  bottom 
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is  the  same  at  the  same  depths;  hard  near  the  shore  and  in  5  feet,  and 
in  10  feet,  soft  blue  mud  and  shells.  The  currents  and  depths  are 
affected  by  the  winds.  It  does  not  seem  worth  Avhile  to  extend  our 
enquiries  to  the  northern  shore  of  this  lake,  or  beyond  it  into  Lake 
Maurepas,  and  to  trace  the  communication  north  by  the  [New  Orleans, 
Jackson  and]  Great  Northern  Railroad,  or  west  to  the  Mississippi 
through  the  rivers  Amite  and  Iberville.  We  have  only  intended  to 
follow  the  principal  routes  in  this  quarter  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
and  to  show  the  navigable  value  of  these  waters  and  their  defenses  as 
far  as  known  to  us.  Having  done  this,  we  think  we  can  safely  draw 
the  conclusion  that  the  approach  to  New  Orleans  through  the  lakes, 
The  Rigolets,  and  the  railroads,  canals,  and  hard  roads,  connecting  it 
with  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Pontchartrain,  would  be  difficult  and 
ver}T  tedious. 

(fi)  Our  second  division  is  from  Ship  Island  south  to  the  southern 
extremity  of  the  Delta  of  the  Mississippi.  This  portion  of  the  coast 
is  characterized  by  immense  marshes  cut  into  innumerable  islands, 
and  by  shallow  lakes  and  by  long,  narrow,  crooked  bayous,  deep  inside, 
with  shallow  entrances,  and  emptying  into  shallow  bays. 

Outside  of  these  bays  lies  a  large  body  of  water  50  miles  long  by 
about  15  wide,  divided  into  two  sounds  known  as  Chandeleur  Sound 
and  Isle  au  Breton  Sound,  and  separated  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  by 
an  irregular  chain  of  islands,  the  largest  group  of  which  chain  is  the 
Chandeleur  Islands. 

Outside  of  the  Chandeleurs  there  are  well-marked  soundings  and 
good  water.  At  a  distance  of  5  or  6  miles  (east)  there  are  about  11 
fathoms,  with  light-blue  mud,  and  20  miles  east  of  Grand  Gozier  there 
are  8  and  9  fathoms  with  fine  sand,  broken  shells,  and  black  specks. 

Beyond  these  depths,  to  the  eastward  and  southward  and  eastward 
off  the  Chandeleurs,  and  off  Grand  Gozier  Island,  the  depths  increase 
with  characteristic  soundings. 

Inside  of  the  Chandeleur  and  Grand  Gozier  islands,  on  the  contrary 
that  is,  in  Chandeleur  and  Isle  au  Breton  sounds— the  waters  and  shores 
have  not  been  examined  by  the  Coast  Survey  and  are  but  little  known. 
Useful  channels  are  reported  to  exist;  so,  also,  convenient  anchorages 
and  places  of  refuge,  for  small  vessels  especially.  There  is  a  good 
anchorage  inside  of  the  Chandeleur  on  the  north;  and  good  holding 
o-round  behind  Grand  Gozier  Island  supplies  an  excellent  harbor  of 
refuse.  There  is  also  a  channel  of  5  fathoms  around  the  south  side 
of  I lie  au  Breton,  which  terminates  in  an  anchorage  of  18  feet,  well 
protected  from  easterly  winds.  But  it  is  generally  understood  that 
the  sounds  arc  very  shallow  on  the  west  shore,  with  numerous  c looked 
channels  leading  into  the  various  bayous,  separating  the  infinite  mul¬ 
titude  of  islands.  The  line  of  the  shores  takes  the  form  of  bays, 
separated  from  each  other  by  long  spits  of  lowland  of  marsh  and 
sand.  The  military  recon noissance  of  1812  furnishes  a  minute  descrip¬ 
tion  of  these  bays,  of  the  principal  bayous  leading  out  of  them  into 
the  interior  of  the  marsh  of  the  Delta,  of  the  inner  lakes  and  swamps, 
and  of  the  connections  through  them  all  with  the  Mississippi  River. 
It  is  not  difficult  to  conceive  a  state  of  things  in  which  these  water 
communications,  that  look  like  a  labyrinth  on  the  map,  might  be 
turned  to  account  in  military  operations.  _ 

But  it  does  not  enter  into  our  present  views  to  consider  this  ques¬ 
tion  and  we  will  pass  therefore  to  the  next  division  or  section  of  the 
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coast.  We  will  notice  in  conclusion  that  the  bays  are  a  resort  in  sum¬ 
mer  for  fishing  parties  and  bathing  parties.  1  he  waters  abound  with 
fish,  and  the  islands  and  marshes  with  game.  Hard  sand  beaches  are 
to  be  found  on  the  islands. 

(c)  The  Delta  of  the  Mississippi,  including  the  Head  of  the  Passes: 

The  distance  from  New  Orleans  to  the  Head  of  the  Passes  by  the 
river  is  about  95  or  100  miles;  the  average  velocity  of  the  river 
current  varies  from  2-^  to  4  miles  an  hour.  At  the  Head  of  the 
Passes  the  river  branches  off  in  three  different  directions — to  the  east, 
to  the  south,  and  to  the  southwest — and  these  branches,  with  the 
exception  of  Pass  a  l’Outre,  take  the  name  of  the  course  they  follow. 
Two  of  them,  the  Pass  a  l’Outre  and  the  South  West  Pass,  retain  the 
velocity  of  the  river  above  the  fork.  The  general  character  of  the 
soil  is  soft  mud,  but  in  close  proximity  to  the  river  the  marsh  is 
harder  and  more  elevated. 

From  the  narrow  neck  of  land  on  which  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 
Philip  stand  the  Mississippi  runs  for  about  20  miles  in  nearly  a  south¬ 
east  direction  with  an  average  width  of  about  two-thirds  of  a  mile  and 
a  varying  depth  of  from  6  to  15  fathoms.  At  the  termination  of  this 
distance  it  widens  suddenly  and  branches  into  its  mouths.  The  Lower 
Mississippi  is  at  its  lowest  level  from  November  to  January,  when  it 
begins  to  rise  and  continues  till  it  reaches  its  highest  state  in  May, 
which  it  maintains  during  June  and  July;  the  fall  begins  in  August. 
The  tides  of  the  Delta  are  small,  rising  to  between  1  and  2  feet  and 
occurring  once  only  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  water  of  the  river,  of 
a  dirty  yellow  color,  extends  over  20  miles  into  the  Gulf,  and  its  cool¬ 
ness,  compared  with  the  higher  temperature  of  the  sea  water,  occa¬ 
sions  fogs;  and  the  increase  of  depth  from  the  bar  to  the  south  and  to 
the  south  and  east  rapidly,  and  more  slowly  to  the  north  and  east  and 
south  and  west,  added  to  the  above  features,  all  combine  to  render  the 
approach  to  the  Mississippi  from  the  sea  safe  and  eas}r. 

We  have  observed  that  the  river  widens  suddenly  as  it  nears  the 
fork;  above  it  is  1  mile  wide,  and  at  the  fork  its  breadth  is  lx  miles, 
and  in  this  place  the  banks  are  much  more  solid  and  firm  than  at  the 
Passes.  In  general,  this  compact  ground  is  only  a  few  hundred  yards 
broad  and  consists  of  firm  grazing  pasture  or  dry  wooded  land.  On 
the  east  bank  the  firm  soil,  beginning  about  1  mile  below  the  house  of 
Richard  Cubit,  continues  up  5  miles  close  along  the  edge  of  the  river 
(see  accompanying  sketch).  And  the  same  is  the  case  (nearly)  on  the 
opposite  side.  Numerous  cattle  graze  on  both  banks,  living  there 
winter  and  summer.  The  west  bank  contains  reed  and  canebrakes,  but 
the  east  bank  looks  like  cultivated  and  rich  pasture  ground.  Opposite 
the  “Jump”  (see  sketch)  the  shore  is  of  the  same  character  as  near 
Cubitt’s  house  and  is  used  for  grazing  purposes.  On  the  west  side, 
above  the  “Jump,”  a  thick  growth  of  wood  and  bushes,  running  a 
few  hundred  yards  back,  extends  several  miles  along  the  shore. 

At  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  between  the  South  West  and  South 
Passes,  there  formerly  stood  a  large  tower  with  a  second-class  light; 
some  years  ago  the  building  was  removed  and  the  materials  were  used 
in  constructing  the  tower  at  Pass  a  l’Outre;  the  brick  foundation  of 
the  old  tower  still  remains.  The  solid  ground,  which  has  been  made 
by  ditching  and  filling,  has  not  been  kept  in  order,  and  suffers  from 
neglect.  There  is  good  anchorage  herein  12  feet  of  water.  We  give 
a  particular  description  of  this  place  because  it  is  to  be  used  hereafter 
in  our  proposed  plan  of  proceeding. 
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We  will  say  a  few  words  on  the  Passes,  after  having  remarked  that  of 
the  two  fortifications  of  the  Mississippi,  Fort  St.  Philip  is  an  irregular 
Spanish  work  that  has  been  enlarged  and  strengthened  by  extensive 
outworks;  and  that  Fort  Jackson,  situated  just  below  the  old  French 
work,  Fort  Bourbon,  is  of  modern  construction,  and  is  surrounded  by 
swamps  and  bogs. 

The  depth  of  water  in  Pass  a  l’Outre,  proper,  one  of  the  three 
branches  of  the  Pass  a  FOutre,  which  is  itself  one  of  the  three  great 
arms  into  which  the  Mississippi  is  divided  at  the  fork,  was,  in  1852, 12 
or  13  feet.  The  bar  of  this  Pass,  however,  has  shown  for  the  last  ten 
years  a  decided  tendency  to  improve,  and  it  is  at  present  the  best  of 
the  outlets. 

We  have  said  that  in  1852  there  were  12  or  13  feet  on  the  bar;  in 
1860  there  were  IT  feet;  in  January,  1861,  there  were  not  less;  but, 
owing  to  the  soft  bottom,  a  steamer,  drawing  19  feet  can  pass  over  at 
spring  tides,  and  in  1860  a  ship  drawing  18£  feet  was  taken  out  by  a 
towboat  without  stopping.  There  is  a  light-house  at  Pass  fi  FOutre, 
and  a  settlement  3  miles  above,  at  which  there  is  a  revenue  station  and  a 
pilot  station.  The  Few  Orleans  and  Mississippi  Towboat  Company  has 
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r,  a  difficulty  arising  from  the  narrowness  of  the  Pass  even 
water  is  sufficient.  There  is  a  light-house  at  this  Pass,  but 


i'ass  a  FOutre)  called  the  Balize  (sea  mark),  and  this  word  has  been 
adopted  as  a  general  term  for  the  whole  Delta.  Here  stands  a  very 
large  observatory  or  lookout,  some  70  or  80  feet  in  height,  visible  far 
out  at  sea,  which  resisted  the  severe  gale  of  1860.  The  town  consists 
of  about  50  houses,  including  several  stores,  a  school,  etc. 

The  South  Ikiss,  the  second  of  the  three  principal  arms  or  outlets  of 
the  river,  is  rarely  entered  by  vessels  of  any  kind,  on  account  of  the 
small  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  (not  more  than  6  feet)  and  on  account 
of  the  difficulty  of  navigating  the  Pass  after  crossing  the  bar  up  to  the 
main  river, 
where  the 
no  other  settlement. 

The  third  and  last  of  the  great  outlets  is  the  South  West  Pass,  which 
was  formerly  the  deepest  of  all  and  the  main  channel  of  entrance  for 
the  commerce  of  New  Orleans.  The  course  over  the  bar  is  nearly 
straight,  and  up  to  1852  there  was  never  less  than  15  feet  of  water, 
and  sometimes  18  and  19  feet.  Of  late  years  this  depth  has  dimin¬ 
ished,  according  to  the  best  information  to  be  derived  from  pilots. 
There  is  now  but  little  more  than  13  feet  on  the  bar,  and  the  Pass 
has  become  inferior  to  Pass  a  FOutre.  There. are  about  30  private 
houses,  inhabited  principally  by  pilots  and  their  families,  a  revenue 
station,  and  a  telegraph  office  at  the  South  West  Pass;  but  no  levees, 
as  at  the  Balize,  except  a  small  one  inclosing  a  private  garden. 

The  bays  and  islands  at  the  fort  (so  to  speak)  of  the  Delta  are  ol  no 
importance  to  our  present  investigation. 

Fio-  orange,  pomegranate,  lime,  and  citron  trees  are  to  be  found  on 
someof  the  islands.  The  bays  are  shoal,  and,  in  some  of  them,  par¬ 
ticularly  East  Bay,  there  are  numerous  oyster  beds. 

(d)  The  west  coast  of  the  Delta  to  Bayou  la  Fourche:  Lhe  hydrog¬ 
raphy  of  the  coast  to  the  westward  of  the  Delta  is  the  same  as  that  to 
the  northward,  except  that  the  islands  lie  closer  to  the  marsh,  and  that 
the  body  of  water  inside  of  them  is  smaller.  Advancing  along  the 
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coast  west  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  15  or  20  miles,  the  land 
becomes  more  firm;  and  still  farther  west  on  the  Fa  Fourche  and  its 
tributaries,  the  plantations  and  settlements  are  extensive  and  numer¬ 
ous.  From  the  SouthWest  Pass  to  Grande  Pass,  Timbalier  Bay, 
into  which  one  of  the  outlets  of  the  Fa  Fourche  discharges  itself,  it  is 
50  miles  on  a  west  course.  North  of  this  line,  a  deep  gulf  makes  up 
about  20  miles,  the  northeast  portion  of  which  (Green  Bay)  extends 
to  Avithin  1  or  2  miles  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  is  bounded  by  the 
neck  on  which  stands  Fort  Jackson.  The  water  is  shoal  and  the 
ground  not  well  known,  but  it  is  reported  that  8  or  10  feet  can  be  car¬ 
ried  up  to  the  head  of  the  bay.  It  is  therefore  one  mode  of  approach 
to  Fort  Jackson.  And,  moreover,  a  bayou  leads  out  of  the  northwest 
corner  of  Green  Bay  (into  Avhich  boats  of  3  feet  draft  can  enter)  and 
runs  up  in  a  line  with  the  river,  through  Cyprien’s  Canal  [Bayou], 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  long  to  the  levee  of  the  Mississippi  10  or  12 
miles  above  Fort  Jackson.  This  bayou  connects  also  with  Bayou 
Shute,  which  enters  Bastian  Bay,  the  next  bay  to  the  westward,  into 
which  enter  several  other  bayous,  not  important  (as  far  as  they  are 
known  to  us)  in  this  enquiry. 

But  the  next  bay  on  the  west,  Barataria,  is  entitled  to  a  more  par¬ 
ticular  notice,  because  the  first  access  to  New  Orleans  west  of  the  Delta, 
or  Balize,  is  through  this  bay.  The  main  entrance  is  through  Grande 
[or  Barataria]  Pass,  the  bar  of  which  had  8  feet  of  water  on  it  in  1853, 
according  to  the  Coast  Survey.  Between  this  bay  and  New  Orleans 
there  is  a  considerable  trade  by  water  through  the  bayous,  in  which 
several  steamboats  and  more  than  a  hundred  luggers  were  engaged  in 
1853.  The  principal  of  these  routes  is  by  either  Bayou  St.  Denis, 
or  Grand  Bayou,  from  the  northwest  corner  of  the  bay,  to  Fittle  Fake, 
thence  by  Bayou  Pierrot  [Perot]  to  Fake  Washa  [Ouacha],  and  thence 
by  canal  entering  the  river  nearly  opposite  Carrollton,  about  10  miles 
above  the  city;  the  whole  distance  is  (55  miles,  and  the  depth  of  water 
is  from  4  to  6  feet.  Again  from  the  north  end  of  this  bay,  Wilkin¬ 
son’s  Bayou  leads  to  the  north  and  east  toward  the  Mississippi,  and 
thence  the  passage  through  is  by  Wilkinson’s  Canal,  having  4  feet,  by 
Smuggler’s  Bayou,  with  the  same  depth,  and  by  several  other  bayous 
and  canals  through  which  3  feet  can  be  carried.  And  finally,  Bara¬ 
taria  Bayou,  running  toward  English  Turn  in  the  river,  is  connected 
by  a  great  system  of  canals  (having  from  2  to  4  feet  depth)  with  the 
river  opposite  New  Orleans  and  with  nearly  every  plantation  for  25 
miles  below.  The  northeast  corner  of  Barataria  Bay,  called  Bay 
Batiste,  is  supposed  to  approach  the  Mississippi  within  5  miles;  and 
so  also  Felix  14ay  on  the  north,  which  makes  a  neck  of  land  only  8  or 
10  miles  across,  about  60  miles  above  the  South  West  Pass. 

This  description  -of  Barataria  Bay,  its  passes  or  entrances,  its 
bayous,  roads,  and  canals,  its  connections  with  the  Mississippi  and 
Ncav  Orleans,  and  its  trade,  are  taken  from  the  military  reconnoissance 
of  1842,  and  from  the  recon noissances  and  surveys  of  the  Coast  Sur¬ 
vey  of  the  United  States.  It  might  be  extended  and  made  more 
intelligible  with  the  maps,  but  our  purpose  is  to  produce  a  strong  and 
distinct  impression  of  the  importance  of  Barataria  Bay  and  its  relations 
to  our  future  plans  of  operations. 

From  Barataria  Bay  the  shore  tends  in  a  southwest  direction  nearly 
25  miles  to  the  entrance  into  Timbalier  Bay,  and  in  this  distance  there 
are  several  bays,  but  the  only  bayou  of  importance  is  Fa  Fourche,  and 
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this  is  the  largest  stream  in  the  whole  Delta  of  the  Mississippi  to 
which  this  term  is  applied.  La  Fourche  flows  into  the  Gulf  through 
three  principal  channels  and  several  smaller  ones;  the  largest  mouth 
is  Pass  Fourchon.  Pass  Fourchon  had  64  feet  on  the  bar  in  1854  and 
was  then  deepening;  inside  the  bayou  was  quite  deep.  Three 
approaches  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  by 
Bayou  La  Fourche,  are  practicable;  one  through  the  whole  bayou  b}^ 
the  way  of  Donaldsonville  and  the  Mississippi  River;  one  bv  the 
bayou  to  Thibodeaux,  and  thence  by  the  New  Orleans  and  Opelousas 
Railroad,  and  the  third  1  >y  the  bayou  and  the  Company  Canal. 

The  first  of  these  approaches  requires  185  miles  navigation  in  not 
less  than  probably  44  feet  of  water;  the  second  requires  70  miles  of 
navigation  and  46  of  railroad;  the  third,  b}r  the  La  Fourche  and  the 
Canal  de  la  Compagnie  [Company  Canal],  requires  45  miles  of  river 
navigation,  and  the  addition  of  the  canal  route  through  Lake  Salvador 
or  W  asha  [Ouacha],  of  which  the  distance  is  not  given;  44  feet  can  be 
carried  this  way. 

From  Donaldsonville  to  Thibodeaux,  and  even  20  miles  below,  both 
sides  of  the  bayou  are  thickly  settled,  and  rich  plantations  lie  close  to 
each  other  in  succession;  beiow  this,  some  25  miles  farther,  extends 
an  interrupted  cultivation. 

(<?)  From  Bayou  La  Fourche  to  Atchafalaya  and  Vermilion  bays: 
About  25  miles  to  the  south  and  west  of  Barataria  entrance  and  about 
60  miles  from  the  South  West  Pass  is  the  main  entrance  into  Timbalier 
Bay,  called  Grande  Pass.  This  bay  is  about  10  miles  long  and  4 
broad,  and  is  separated  from  another  small  bay  to  the  northward  by  a 
line  of  islands;  it  is  shallow,  and  not  more  than  6  feet  of  water  can  be 
taken  in.  In  1853  there  were  114  feet  on  the  bar  at  Grande  Pass,  of 
which  there  exists  a  preliminary  reconnoissance  by  the  Coast  Survey 
of  that  date,  similar  to  the  sketch  of  the  Pass  Fourchon.  West  of 
Timbalier  is  Terre  Bonne  Bay,  similar  to  it  in  general  character;  it  is 
screened  from  the  Gulf  in  part  by  the  long  island  of  Isle  Derniere, 
and  runs  up  15  miles,  north  and  west,  into  the  marshes.  I  he  west 
end  of  the  Derniere  (the  island  is  22  miles  long,  with  an  average 
breadth  of  1  mile)  was  once  the  resort  of  the  surrounding  parishes  as 
a  watering  place,  but  the  settlement  which,  in  1852,  counted.  100 
houses,  has  since  been  nearly  destroyed  by  a  hurricane.  This  vicinity 
is  one  that  requires  careful  navigation  on  account  of  the  inequalities 
of  the  bottom.  There  are  good  channels  and  available  anchorages  for 
vessels  of  small  draft  possessed  of  a  pilot’s  knowledge  of  the  ground. 
This  knowledge  is  furnished  by  the  Coast  Survey  of  the  United 
States,  but  it  would  be  out  of  place  to  cite  it  here,  where  our  object 
is  to  describe  the  general  hydrographical  and  topographical  features, 
and  to  distinguish  the  mode  and  extent  of  preparation  essential  to  an 
efficient  blockade. 

From  Isle  Derniere  the  coast  trends  W.  N.  W.  25  miles,  and  5  north¬ 
west  to  the  entrance  of  Atchafalaya  Bay.  Thence  the  trend  of  the 
coast  is  (45  miles)  W.  N.  W.;  and  throughout,  the  whole  of  this  dis¬ 
tance  extends  one  vast  sheet  of  water,  divided  into  several  arms,  and 
separated  from  the  Gulf  by  a  series  of  oyster  beds  and  by  Marsh 

Island,  25  miles  long  and  8  broad. 

These  several  arms  are  Atchafalaya,  Cote  Blanche,  and  V ermilion  bays, 
the  former  of  which  is  the  largest  bay  on  the  coast  and  receives  more 
water  than  any  other,  since  through  it  the  Atchafalaya  River,  the 
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greatest  branch  of  the  Mississippi,  discharges  its  waters.  I  his  bay  is 
shallow,  being  much  obstructed  by  banks  of  oysters  and  broken  shells; 
the  channels  have  but  6  or  7  feet  of  water.  Fortunately  we  possess  an 
admirable  preliminary  chart  (by  the  Coast  Survey)  of  the  difficult 
entrance  to  and  navigation  of  the  east  end  of  this  bay,  into  which 
empties  the  Atchafalaya  River,  together  with  sailing  directions, 
including  sailing  marks,  buoys,  and  lights.  They  are  the  peculiar 
property  of  the  seaman  and  pilot. 

We  return  to  the  descriptive  geography  of  this  region.  Atchafalaya 
River,  which  empties  into  the  bay  of  the  same  name  at  its  northeast 
corner,  is  the  largest  and  most  important  stream  from  Galveston  to 
the  Balize.  It  receives  many  tributary  streams  and  bayous,  of  which 
the  most  important  is  Bayou  Plaquemine  and  the  largest  Bayou  Teche. 
Bayou  Plaquemine  is  the  most  important  because  it  connects  it  with 
the  Mississippi,  and  is  the  channel  of  trade  between  the  country  bor¬ 
dering  on  the  Atchafalaya  and  New  Orleans.  After  the  Teche  joins 
the  Atchafalaya,  the  latter  becomes  nearly  as  broad  as  the  Mississippi 
itself,  though  not  so  deep,  jTet  there  are  60  feet  of  water  at  its  mouth. 
A  very  large  trade  is  carried  on  in  luggers  and  small  steamboats  on 
the  Teche  and  its  connecting  waters. 

That  part  of  the  Atchafalaya  River,  which  is  comprised  between  the 
bay  and  Grand  Lake  (called  sometimes  Chetimanches  [Chestimachee] 
and  sometimes  Atchafalaya  Lake)  is  more  directly  joined  in  trade  and 
intercourse  with  New  Orleans.  In  this  space  the  river  is  navigable 
for  the  largest  steamboats;  the  difficulty  is  in  the  bay  below.  The 
steamboat  route  from  the  lower  Atchafalaya  River,  from  Berwick 
landing,  and  from  the  Teche  Bayou  to  New  Orleans,  is  through  Grand 
Lake,  up  Grand  River,  or  Bayou,  and  by  Bayou  Plaquemine,  entering 
the  Mississippi  at  the  town  of  Plaquemine;  the  distance  is  108  miles. 

This  route  was  formerly  the  principal  highway  for  all  produce 
shipped  to  New  Orleans;  since,  however,  the  New  Orleans  and  Ope¬ 
lousas  Railroad  has  been  in  operation,  the  number  of  steamboats  by 
Grand  Lake  has  decreased,  and  a  large  amount  of  cotton,  sugar,  and 
molasses  is  transported  on  that  road  by  the  way  of  Thibodeauxville 
[Thibodeaux]  and  Algiers.  This  railroad  (for  Texas  as  it  is  called) 
has  been  running  for  several  years  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans  to 
the  Atchafalaya  River,  terminating  at  Berwick  Bay,  about  10  miles 
below  the  mouth  of  Teche  Bayou.  This  terminus  is  called  Brashear 
City,  where  there  is  now  a  town;  opposite  is  Berwick  City,  a  town  of 
greater  pretensions.  From  Berwick  west  the  road  is  still  unfinished. 
Atchafalaya  Bay  is  the  most  important  of  the  three,  on  account  of  its 
business  connections  with  the  neighboring  parishes  and  with  New 
Orleans.  Cote  Blanche,  divided  into  East  and  West  Cote  Blanche 
bays  by  Malony’s  [Marone]  Point,  on  the  mainland,  and  the  northeast 
point  of  Marsh  Island,  is  shallow,  and  encumbered  with  shoals  com- 
posed  principally  of  shells.  Several  jhannels  run  through  the  series 
of  bays,  lengthwise,  in  which  7  to  8  feet  of  water  can  be  relied  upon; 
but  their  directions  and  the  positions  of  the  shoals  are  liable  to  change 
horn  season  to  season. 

Aesternmostof  the  three  is  Vermilion  Bay,  about  15  miles  long  in 
an  E.  N.  E.  and  \\ .  S.  W.  direction,  and  10  miles  broad  at  its  widest 
part,  which  is  in  the  middle  of  its  length. 

This  bay  is  quite  shallow,  excepting  some  small  channels  in  the  south- 
vest  corner,  which  afiord  good  anchorage  in  5  or  6  feet  of  water  just 
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inside  of  that  entrance  from  the  Gulf  which  is  called  Grande  Pass. 
On  the  bar  of  this  pass  there  is  a  depth  of  9  feet.  Marsh  Island,  which 
bounds  Cote  Blanche  and  a  part  of  Vermilion  bays  on  the  south  or  Gulf 
side,  is  the  largest  and  the  last  of  islands  lying  on  the  coast  from 
Mobile  to  Vermilion  bays. 

It  is  25  miles  long,  and  though  somewhat  marshy,  as  its  name 
implies,  can  boast  of  some  fine  land,  with  oaks.  There  are  several 
sugar  plantations  on  it  and  also  in  tho  vicinity  of  the  great  bays  it 
borders  upon. 

The  examination  of  the  shores  of  the  great  Delta  of  the  Mississippi, 
which  we  have  now  completed,  has  been  made  with  a  twofold  object; 
first,  to  point  out  its  various  connections  and  communications  with  the 
Mississippi  River  and  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and,  second,  to  exhibit 
the  suitableness  or  unsuitableness  of  the  bays,  harbors,  rivers,  and 
bayous  for  naval  operations. 

It  will  be  apparent  to  a  careful  reader  of  this  memoir  that  New 
Orleans  has  so  many  lateral  outlets  and  channels  of  trade,  less  direct 
and  convenient  indeed  than  the  river,  but  not  less  certain  and  practi¬ 
cable,  that  the  blockade  of  the  river  above  does  not  close  the  port. 

The  question  is,  whether  the  present  plan  of  proceeding  should 
embrace  the  conquest  of  this  city  or  the  sealing  up  its  trade  and  navi¬ 
gation.  We  regard  its  conquest  as  incompatible  with  the  other 
nearer  and  more  urgent  naval  and  military  operations  in  which  the 
Government  is  now  and  will  be  for  some  time  hereafter  engaged.  It 
is  an  enterprise  of  great  moment,  requiring  the  cooperation  of  a  large 
number  of  vessels  of  war  of  a  smaller  class,  but  of  formidable  arma¬ 
ment,  a  great  many  troops,  and  the  conduct  of  sieges,  and  it  will  be 
accomplished  with  slow  advances. 

On  the  east  side  the  defense  of  the  city  against  an  attack  is  well 
understood,  and  appears  to  be  provided  for.  On  the  west  side  the 
channels  by  wrhich  the  cityr  must  be  approached  are  more  shallow  and 
more  difficult,  and  there  exist  no  such  obvious  military  relations 
between  the  two  sides  as  would  suggest  combined  and  simultaneous 
attempts  from  both  quarters.  We  recommend,  therefore,  that  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  capture  of  New  Orleans  be  deferred  for  the  present;  be 
deferred  at  least  until  we  are  prepared  to  ascend  the  river  with  vessels 
of  wrar  sufficiently  protected  to  contend  with  the  forts  now  standing 
and  the  temporary  fortifications  which,  in  the  event  of  invasion,  would 
be- established  at  every  defensible  point. 

As  a  final  consideration,  we  may  add  that  while  the  outlet  of  this 
great  river  has  lost  none  of  its  value  to  the  Southwestern  States  of  the 
Union  in  consequence  of  the  changes  and  improvements  of  recent  times 
in  the  modes  of  interior  communication,  it  is  quite  otherwise  with  the 
Western  and  Northwestern  States.  They  are  bound  to  the  East  and 
to  the  Atlantic  Ocean  by  railroads  and  by  water  connections,  through 
canals  and  the  Great  Lakes,  which  render  them  in  a  measure  independ¬ 
ent  of  the  Mississippi  for  the  means  of  access  to  the  sea. 

Instead,  then,  of  presenting  a  plan  for  the  capture  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  we  shall  offer  one  for  shutting  it  up,  for  suspending  its  trade, 
and  obstructing  the  freedom  of  its  intercourse  with  the  ocean  and  with 
the  neighboring  coasts,  feeling  assured  that  the  moral  effect  of  such  a 
course  will  be  quite  as  striking  as  that  of  its  possession  by  the  United 
States.  The  details  into  which  our  notes  have  carried  us  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  memoir  can  not  but  prove  serviceable  to  the  commander 
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in  chief  of  this  station.  We  will  lay  clown  our  recommendations 

briefly  in  order:  .  , 

1.  That  complete  military  possession  be  taken  of  bhip  Island  as  the 
depot,  harbor  of  resort,  and  point  d’appui  of  the  blockading  vessels, 
which  will  control  the  access  to  New  Orleans  through  the  lakes  and 
along  the  east  coast  of  the  Delta.  Ship  Island  is  also  the  key  to  the 
blockade  and  possession  of  Mississippi  Sound  and  the  control  of  the 
coasts  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama;  we  shall  have  occasion,  therefore, 
to  recur  to  it  when  we  speak  of  this  section. 

2.  A  persistent  supervision  and  watchfulness  kept  up  by  cruising 
vessels  of  proper  size  along  the  east  coast  of  the  Delta,  in  Chandelcur 
and  Isle  an  Breton  sounds,  and  the  Passes  of  the  Mississippi,  east  and 
south.  It  may  prove  desirable  for  the  promotion  of  this  part  of  the 
service  that  the  northwest  extremity  of  the  Chandelcur  Islands  should 
be  seized  and  fortified,  with  special  reference  to  the  security  of  the 
light-house  and  the  protection  of  the  snug  anchorage  under  this  point. 

3.  The  complete  fortification  of  the  fork  of  the  Mississippi  at  or 
just  above  the  Passes. 

On  this  subject,  and  on  the  occupation  of  Ship  Island  and  Barataria 
Bay,  and  their  defenses,  we  shall  have  a  word  to  say  in  a  special 
memorandum. 

4.  A  careful  watch  by  cruising  vessels  over  the  Passes  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  from  the  south  and  west,  and  of  the  west  coast  of  the  Delta  to 
Grand  Pass,  Barataria  Bay. 

5.  The  capture  of  Fort  Livingston  and  the  occupation  of  Bara¬ 
taria  Bay,  where  vessels  of  the  lightest  draft  must  be  employed  to 
cruise  in  the  upper  waters  and  interrupt,  as  far  as  possible,  the  trade 
with  New  Orleans. 

6.  The  blockade  and  supervision  of  the  coast  between  Barataria  and 
Atchafalaya  bays,  in  the  execution  of  which  Caminada,  Timbalier, 
Terre  Bonne,  and  the  smaller  bays  are  to  be  visited. 

7.  The  military  and  naval  occupation  of  the  east  end  of  Atchafalaya 
Bay,  and  the  frequent  inspection,  by  cruisers  of  light  draft,  of  Ver¬ 
milion  and  Cote  Blanche  bays,  which  are  traversed  by  the  flats  that 
bring  down  sugar  and  cotton  from  the  upper  country. 

We  said  on  page  24  that  Ship  Island  would  constitute  our  naval 
headquarters  for  the  projected  operations  in  Mississippi  Sound;  and 
this  introduces  the  fourth  of  the  divisions  into  which  we  have  separated 
the  Gulf  coasts,  viz: 

4.  The  coast  of  part  of  northern  and  western  Florida  and  the  coasts  of 
Alabama  and  Mississippi,  from  the  river  Perdido  to  Ship  Island:  This 
section  includes  Mobile  Bay  and  Mississippi  Sound,  with  its  numerous 
and  subsidiary  waters. 

This  is  a  stretch  of  coast  of  but  75  nautical  miles,  the  only  interest 
of  which  attaches  to  Mobile  entrance,  bay,  and  city,  and  to  the 
approaches. 

The  bar  of  Mobile  entrance  is  next  to  that  of  Pensacola  in  depth, 
having  20  feet  upon  it,  which  can  be  carried  to  the  fine  protected 
anchorage  known  as  the  Lower  Fleet.  From  this  to  the  city^  wharves 
8  feet  can  be  carried.  The  entrance  is  defended  by  a  finished  work  of 
considerable  size  (Fort  Morgan)  at  Mobile  Point,  on  the  eastern  side, 
and  by  a  work  in  progress  (Fort  Gaines)  of  smaller  dimensions,  on 
Dauphin  Island  Point,  on  the  western  side. 

Mobile  City  has  a  population  of  41,131  by  the  last  census,  and  is  the 
great  cotton  exporting  port  of  the  Gulf,  next  to  New  Orleans.  The 
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Mobile  River,  the  Alabama  River,  and  its  branches,  head  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  State  of  Alabama.  A  railroad  connects  it  with  Cairo,  at 
the  entrance  of  the  Ohio  into  the  Mississippi  River. 

Besides  the  main  entrance  to  Mobile  Bay,  there  is  an  artificial  side 
entrance  between  Dauphin  Island  and  the  mainland,  at  Grant’s  Pass, 
with  5i  feet  at  low  water  and  about  6f  at  high.  This  pass  was  exca¬ 
vated  through  oyster  reefs  and  mud,  and  has  remained  open.  There 
was  a  light  there  before  the  rebellion.  This  pass  is  7^  miles  in  a 
straight  line  from  Fort  Morgan,  and  25  miles  from  the  city  of  Mobile. 
Mississippi  Sound  has  several  good  entrances  directly  from  the  Gulf. 
It  is  not  known  whether  any  attempt  has  yet  been  made  to  fortify 
them  or  the  pass  just  mentioned.  These  are: 

1.  Through  the  east  spit  of  Petit  Bois  a  passage  was  cut  in  the  hur¬ 
ricane  of  1852,  having  12  feet  as  the  least  water. 

2.  Horn  Island  Pass,  between  Petit  Bois  and  Horn  Island,  has  16 
feet  water. 

3.  There  is  a  fine,  wide  channel  between  Ship  and  Cat  islands,  with  21 
feet  least  water,  except  upon  two  17-foot  lumps.  This,  however,  is  in 
part  closed  by  the  fort  on  Ship  Island. 

There  is  a  good  channel  from  Ship  Island  to  Dauphin  Island  for 
vessels  drawing  not  more  than  15  feet. 

Cat  and  Ship  Island  harbors  are  probably  both  fortified.  ^  Into  the 
former  17  feet,  and  into  the  latter  19  feet  can  be  carried.  rIhe  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  eastern  part  of  Mississippi  Sound,  or  the  blockade  of  the 
entrances,  will  be  necessary,  besides  watching  the  main  entrance  of 
the  bay,  to  the  effective  blockade  of  Mobile. 

Unless  Grant’s  Pass  is  effectually  defended,  or  is  obstructed,  the 
defenses  at  Mobile  may  be  turned  by  a  force  of  suitable  character. 

Before  speaking  of  "the  approaches  to  the  city  of  Mobile  we  must 
recur  to  the  fortifications  on  Ship  Island,  which  constitute  one  of  our 
principal  means  for  closing  up  New  Orleans. 

The  military  possession  of  Ship  Island  is  no  less  important  to  our 
naval  operations  in  Mississippi  Sound  than  to  the  blockade  of  New 
Orleans. 

We  require  it  as  a  depot  of  coal  and  provisions,  as  well  as  a  harbor 
for  repairs  and  refuge.  1  he  small  semicircular  work  which  was  com¬ 
menced  by  the  United  States,  and  has  since  been  seized  by  the  rebels, 
was  scarcely  above  ground  when  the  rebellion  broke  out.  \\  e  legaid 
it  as  not  much  more  defensible  than  the  Hatteras  forts.  However  this 
may  be,  the  entire  possession  of  Ship  Island  and  its  substitution  for 
Pensacola  as  a  naval  station  are  indispensable,  and  its  defense  might 

be  partly  naval  and  partly  military. 

The  most  hasty  glance  at  the  map  will  be  sufficient  to  recognize  at 
once  the  importance  (not  to  be  overrated)  of  a  rigid  blockade  on  a 
portion  of  the  coast,  distinguished  by  the  geogiaplucal  featuies  which 
are  most  favorable  to  trade  and  intercourse  by  water,  and  sheltered 
from  the  destructive  influence  of  storms  by  a  baniei  of  out-lying 

islands.  ,.  a 

It  fortunately  happens  here,  as  elsewhere,  that  the  blockading  fleet 
can  perform  its  duty  strictly  while  it  is  enjoying  the  protection  of  the 

enemy’s  harbors.  ,  ,  , 

We  must  add  a  word  on  the  approach  to  Mobile  by  land. 

From  the  Gulf  shore,  the  nearest  land  approach  to  Mobile  leads 
from  Pascagoula  45  miles  by  hard,  level,  sandy  roads  through  pine 
woods,  clear  of  underbrush,  and  easily  known  by  the  telegraph  poles. 
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Six  miles  out,  a  rough  bridge  of  30  feet  crosses  a  deep,  muddy 
stream,  bordered  with  dense  bushes. 

Thence  on  about  30  miles  farther  the  route  is  over  flat  country,  with 
only  scattering  iog  houses,  and  a  low  population,  to  Dog  River,  which 
is  40  feet  wide,  muddy,  and  unfordable.  The  well-worn  bridge  there 
has  probably  been  replaced.  Yellow  pine  is  plenty  near  both  streams; 
other  streams  along  the  road  are  mere  rivulets  of  fresh  water. 

From  Dog  River  to  Mobile  the  track  rolls  gently,  showing  better 
land  (sparsely  settled  by  uncultivated  people);  and  at  a  distance  of  9 
miles  it  meets  Government  street,  Mobile,  about  2  miles  west  of  the 
Mobile  wharves. 

There  is  a  deep  ravine  on  the  road,  perhaps  not  far  from  the  Dog 
River. 

Mobile  may  also  be  reached  from  Pensacola  by  the  Perdido  Bay  and 
River;  and  from  Portersville,  Ala.,  a  small  village  opposite  the  west 
end  of  Dauphin  Island,  through  which  the  New  Orleans  mail  once 
passed,  having  been  brought  from  Mobile  by  stages  and  carried  thence 
to  New  Orleans  by  steamboats.  We  can  furnish  some  of  the  partic¬ 
ulars  concerning  the  route  (from  the  archives  of  the  Coast  Survey) 
when  they  are  wanted. 

But  we  will  not  lengthen  out  this  already  tedious  memoir. 

In  this  paper  Ave  have  treated,  first,  the  great  Delta  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  from  its  eastern  to  its  extreme  western  boundary;  and,  second, 
in  connection  with  it,  as  an  inseparable  part  of  the  system  of  operations 
recommended,  Mississippi  Sound  and  Mobile,  with  its  adjacent  waters. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servants, 

S.  F.  DuPont, 

Captain ,  T7.  S.  Navy ,  President. 

A.  D.  Bache, 

Superintendent  TJ.  S.  Coast  Survey ,  Member. 

J.  G.  Barnard, 

Major ,  U.  S.  Engineer ,  Member. 

C.  H.  Davis, 

Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Nary,  Member  and  Secretary. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  f  rom  Commander  Alden ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Price ,  TJ.  S. 

Navy ,  regretting  his  inabitity  to  furnish  a  tender  for  special  duty. 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina, 

Off  Galveston ,  August  10,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  communication  of  to-day,  and  in  reply 
would  state  that  the  only  tender  I  havenoiv  at  my  disposal  is  the  Part , 
a  pilot  boat,  drawing  9  feet  of  water,  entirely  too  much  for  any  effi¬ 
cient  operations  in  Atchafalaya  or  Berwick  Bay,  where  you  inform  me 
you  are  going.  Besides  the  Dart  is  indispensable  to  me  just  uoav,  as 
I  am  watching  a  large  sea  steamer,  the  General  Push,  about  ready  for 
sea,  and  there  is  danger  that  she  may  slip  out  at  night  of  the  Northeast 
Passage,  which  is  some  3  miles  distant  from  our  anchorage  olf  the 
main  entrance.  1  must,  therefore,  in  vieAv  of  the  occurrence  of  such 
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an  untoward  event — I  mean  the  escape  of  the  General  Rush I1 — protest 
against  the  withdrawal  at  this  juncture  of  such  an  important  portion 
of  my  command.  There  are  three  channels  to  the  entrance  to  Galves¬ 
ton,  some  3  or  I  miles  apart,  all  of  which  have  to  be  carefully  watched 
by  us,  and  to  do  it  without  a  tender  at  night  would  involve  the  expen¬ 
diture  of  coal  to  such  an  extent  that  I  should  soon  be  without  any. 
The  Sam.  Houston ,  another  armed  tender  of  much  lighter  draft,  I 
expect  will  be  here  in  a  few  days,  which  vessel  I  will  gladly  send  you 
the  moment  she  arrives. 

Trusting  you  will  see  what  a  great  wrong  it  would  be  to  take,  just 
now,  the  only  aid  of  the  kind  that  I  have,  I  am, 

Respectfully,  yours, 

James  Alden, 

Commander. 

Commander  Cicero  Price,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Huntsville  and  Senior  Ojficev  Present . 


Letter  from  Commander  Price ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Alden ,  U  S. 

Navy,  insisting  upon  the  temporary  services  of  a  tender. 

U.  S.  S.  Huntsville, 

Off  Galveston ,  August  10,  1861. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  yours  of  this  date,  I  have  to  say  that  I  am  so  fully 
alive  to  the  urgency  of  the  reasons  set  forth  by  you  that  if  I  had  the 
option  I  would  perhaps  let  your  tender  remain  \yith  you.  As  it  is, 
however,  my  orders  are  imperative,  and  I  therefore  must  take  her,  it 
but  for  a  few  days,  to  enable  me  to  scour  the  coast  from  this  to  Ber¬ 
wick  Bay.  „  ,  ,  . ,  ,,  .  t 

After  performing  that  service  I  will  return  her  and  await  the  amyal 

of  the  Sam.  Houston  from  Pensacola  or  the  South  West  Pass,  which 
you  promise  to  dispatch  to  me  immediately. 

1  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

Cicero  Price, 

Commander. 

Commander  James  Alden, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina,  of  Galveston. 


Letter  from  Commander  Price,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Alden,  XT.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  proposed  cruise  off  the  Sabine  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Huntsville, 

Off  Galveston,  August  10,  1861. 

Sir:  Since  tny  interview  with  you  this  morning,  in  addition  to  your 
note  upon  the  same  subject,  1  have  concluded  to  leave  the  schooner 
here  for  it  is  of  the  first  importance  that  the  General  Rusk  (aimed 
steamer)  should  be  prevented  from  getting  out  of  Galveston  to  which 
end  you  regard  the  presence  here  of  the  schooner  as  essential. 

I  shall  proceed  this  evening  off  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine  Rivei  m  the, 
hopes  of  picking  up  something.  To-morrow  or  the  next  day  shall  go 
farther  to  the  eastward  on  the  coast  and  return  again  to  the  Sabine  by 
the  middle  of  next  week,  as  you  tell  me  that  is  clearly  my  best  position 
to  intercept  traders  from  Berwick  Bay. 
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Should  you  have  any  information  for  me,  and  the  means  of  convey¬ 
ing'  it  offers,  please  seek  me  on  that  part  of  the  coast. 

1  am  so  light,  and  short  of  coal,  that  I  can  not  cruise  more  than  is 
absolutely  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cicero  Price, 
Commander,  l  .  S.  Navy. 

Commander  James  Alden, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina ,  off  Galveston. 


Report  of  Commander  Smith ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  ccnnmanding  17.  S.  S.  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  regarding  the  rumored  fitting  out  of  vessels  for  attacking 

Federal  Uockaders. 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

Off  Ship  Island ,  August  10, 1861. 

Sir:  Since  closing  my  dispatches,  I  have  been  informed  by  the  late 
master  of  the  prize  sloop  Charles  Henry  that  the  rebels  are  fitting  out 
three  steamers  in  Mississippi  Sound  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  this 
vessel,  and  have  constructed  at  New  Orleans  an  iron  submarine  pro¬ 
peller  to  destroy  the  Brooklyn. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  my  ordnance  returns  that  I  have  too 
small  a  quantity  of  ammunition  to  sustain  an  engagement  of  aniT  dura¬ 
tion,  as  it  would  be  impossible,  on  account  of  the  speed  of  the  rebel 
steamers,  to  bring  them  to  close  quarters. 

I  have  on  board  104  projectiles  for  the  VUI-inch  guns,  44  of  which 
are  fuzed  for  near-firing  charges,  and  87  projectiles  for  the  32-pounder 
pivot  gun,  consisting  of  59  solid  shot,  3  stands  of  grape,  and  25  five- 
second  shells. 

The  charges  corresponding  to  these  are  for  ordinary  firing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Blockading  Squadron  ,  Gulf  of  Mexico 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  I  lag- Officer  Mervine, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  matters  pertaining  to  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  August  13,  1861. 

Sir:  An  order  is  to  be  sent  to  Tortugas  by  the  War  Department  to 
return  the  IX-inch  guns  borrowed  from  the  Navy.  Enclosed  is  the 
copy  of  the  order  sent  to  you  under  date,  which  it  is  earnestly  hoped 
you  will  have  considered  practicable  before  any  action  is  taken  toward 
removing  these  guns  beyond  your  reach.  The  recent  escape  of  the 
pirate  McRae  from  New  Orleans  renders  prompt  action  necessary. 

If  the  storeship  Release  has  not  left  your  squadron,  distribute  her 
stores  and  send  her  to  Boston.  Keep  the  naval  storekeeper  at  Key 
vVest  informed  of  the  wants  of  your  vessels,  and  direct  him  to  forward 
what  supplies  are  needed. 

I  he  oi dels  for  the  coal  vessels  now  about  leaving  for  Kev  YVest 
ma}T  be  left  with  him. 
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Four  coal  vessels  loaded,  the  Fear  not,  at  Boston,  Pampero,  Kuhn , 
and  Guard,  at  New  York,  will  report  at  Key  West.  Each  is  armed 
with  four  guns. 

The  Richmond  and  Keystone  State,  now  in  the  West  Indies  in  pur¬ 
suit  of  the  pirate  Sumter  (which  has  returned  to  New  Orleans),  are 
ordered  to  report  to  you. 

The  Macedonian  will  form  part  of  your  squadron  for  the  present. 

The  Cambridge,  at  Boston,  is  fitting  for  the  Gulf;  also  the  Potomac, 
at  New  York,  besides  several  purchased  steamers  and  tugs  and  armed 
schooners. 

By  sinking  your  prizes,  as  previously  suggested,  and  occupying  the 
Head  of  the  Passes,  it  is  confidently  believed  that  the  enemy  may  be 
kept  from  preying  upon  our  commerce. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer-  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  general  matters 

'pertaining  to  his  command . 

No.  16.1  U.  S.  Flagship  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  August  R.  [13],  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  frigate  Santee  arrived  at 
this  anchorage  day  before  yesterday  with  an  American-built  schooner 
under  a  British  provisional  register.  This  vessel,  it  is  believed,  has 
been  engaged  in  an  illicit  trade  between  Berwick  Bay  and  Havana. 
She  is  ordered  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

Two  schooners,  captured  by  Commander  Alden,  of  the  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  with  lumber  taken  from  different  captured  vessels,  were  sent  here 
for  my  disposal.  While  landing  the  lumber  on  the  beach  for  adjudi¬ 
cation,  both  vessels  dragged  their  anchors  and  went  ashore  on  the 
beach  of  Santa  Kosa  Island  during  a  violent  squall.  The  loss  is  to  be 
regretted  only  as  it  deprives  me  of  sinking  them  on  the  bar  at  the  east 
end  of  Santa  Rosa,  in  which  case  I  could  have  dispensed  with  the 
services  of  the  steamer  Wyandotte  at  that  pass  or  inlet.  1  shall  pro¬ 
ceed  in  this  ship  to-morrow  to  Ship  Island,  Mississippi  Sound,  to  see 
if  the  fortification  recently  put  up  there  can  be  successfully  stormed. 
Two  or  three  steamers  carrying  heavy  ordnance  take  shelter  under  its 
guns  when  chased,  and  are  constantly  on  the  lookout  to  cut  off  our 
supply  vessels  in  the  absence  of  the  Massachusetts. 

Commander  French,  U.  S.  sloop  Preble,  has  informed  me  of  his 
arrival  at  Key  West.  I  leave  orders  for  the  Preble  to  proceed  at  once 
to  the  South  East  Pass,  Mississippi  River,  to  relieve  the  AG  Louts, 
ordered  home  for  repairs.  I  leave  orders  for  the  schooner  1 1  ctuder er , 
on  her  arrival  at  this  anchorage,  to  proceed  to  Key  West  to  relieve 
the  steamer  Crusader ,  ordered  home  for  new  boilers. 

I  have  directed  Captain  Eagle,  U.  S.  frigate  Santee ,  to  remain  at 
this  station  until  my  return  from  Ship  Island  and  Berwick  Bay. 

I  deem  it  prudent  to  dispatch  the  Water  Witch  to  the  lortugas 
during  the  approaching  tempestuous  season,  where  she  will  be  four  or 
five  weeks,  cruising  off  there  when  the  weather  permits.  During  the 
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heavy  gales  which  prevail  at  this  season  of  the  year  it  would  be 
extremely  hazardous  to  have  her  on  any  exposed  station. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island  arrived  here  on  the  evening  of  the  12th 
instant  and  departed  the  next  morning,  after  leaving  supplies  of  fresh 
provisions  and  vegetables. 

In  relation  to  destroying  the  telegraphic  communication  betwixt 
New  Orleans  and  Mobile,  I  submit  the  following  extract  from  a  letter 
received  from  Commander  Melancton  Smith,  of  the  Massachusetts: 

The  telegraph  line  that  I  am  ordered  to  destroy  can  not  he  approached  in  this 
vessel  at  any  point  nearer  than  20  miles,  and  then  only  by  entering  Ship  Island 
Passage,  which  channel  is  now  guarded  by  a  very  formidable  fortification  and  corre¬ 
sponding  force,  while  the  steamers  in  Mississippi  Sound  are  all  swift  and  armed  with 
ordnance  of  long  range. 

The  general  health  of  this  ship  is  good,  though  there  are  several  of 
the  officers  suffering  from  dysentery. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  21st  June,  2d, 
8th,  16th,  and  20th  July. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Lieutenant  Craven ,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  at  Key 

West ,  Fla. 

Notice  to  the  public. 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader, 

Key  West,  August  13,  1861. 

I  do  hereby  give  notice  that,  in  future,  no  vessels  or  boats  belong¬ 
ing  to  this  place  will  be  permitted  to  leave  this  harbor  except  those 
whose  owners  and  crews  shall  have  first  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  United  States  Government. 

And  I  do  further  give  notice  that  if  this  resource  fails  to  prevent 
correspondence  with  the  rebels  of  the  mainland,  I  will  close  the  trade 
of  this  port,  the  responsibility  resting  on  those  traitors  who,  while 
plotting  mischief,  believe  themselves  unobserved. 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

L  iei  iten  ant ,  Comm  and  mg. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Craven ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  coastwise 

trade  of  Florida. 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader, 

Key  West,  August  If  1861. 

Sir.  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  that  portion  of  your  letter  of  6th 
instant  which  refers  to  the  cutting  off  and  destroying  all  coastwise 
trade  of  Florida. 

There  is  an  inshore  channel  from  Tampa  to  Cedar  Keys  through 
which  communication  is  kept  up,  and  which  can  only  be  effectuallv 
destroyed  by  the  destruction  of  the  settlement  at  Cedar  Keys  and  the 
breaking  up  of  the  railroad  there. 
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Most  of  the  buildings  at  that  place  belong  to  the  Government, 
having  been  put  up  by  the  army.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the 
Tampa  settlement. 

These  places  can  only  be  approached  by  vessels  of  6  feet  draft  or  by 
a  formidable  boat  expedition.  I  am  informed  that  some  50  men  are 
at  Cedar  Keys  as  a  guard,  and  there  are  about  the  same  number  at 
Tampa,  without  organization. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Flag -  Officer  Mervine ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  transmitting  sketch  of  the  Passes  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

Navy  Department,  August  If  1861. 

Sir:  I  transmit  to  }Tou  herewith  for  your  information  two  sketches 
of  the  Passes  and  fork  of  the  Mississippi  River,  the  special  object  of 
which  is  to  point  out  to  you  the  best  ground  on  the  harbors  suitable 
for  the  site  of  a  fortification. 

I  call  your  special  attention  to  the  sketch  shown  in  No.  2  of  the 
light-house  situation  and  of  the  foundation  of  the  former  tower  at  the 
Head  of  the  Passes  as  it  appears  in  1857. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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[Enclosure.] 


Sketch  of  the  Mississippi  hiver  above  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  showing  firm  soil,  beach,  and  mnrsl 
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Mead  of'  the  Passes. 


South  Pass. 


Sketch  of  the  light  house  situation  and  of  the  foundation  of  the  former  tower  at  the  Head  of  the 
Passes,  1857.  The  levee  is  at  present  much  dilapidated,  if  not  entirely  washed  away. 


Instructions  from  Flag-  Officer  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Eagle, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  be  followed  during  the  absence  of  the  former  from 
the  anchorage  off  Fort  Pickens. 

U.  S.  Ship  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  August  II,  \1861\. 
Sir:  You  will  remain  at  this  anchorage  with  the  ship  under  your 
command  until  further  orders.  Should  the  rebels  attempt  to  make  a 
landing  on  Santa  Rosa  Island  during  my  absence,  you  will  cooperate 
with  the  colonel  commandant  of  Fort  Pickens  in  repulsing  them. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  schooner  Wanderer  here,  you  will  immedi¬ 
ately  dispatch  her  to  Key  West  under  orders  herewith  enclosed.  \  ou 
wilf  also  direct  Commander  H.  French,  of  the  Preble,  on  his  arrival 
here,  to  proceed  immediately,  and  without  anchoring,  to  execute,  the 
orders  herewith  enclosed.  On  the  arrival  of  the  water  114 fc//,  att.ei 
she  shall  have  delivered  the  mail  for  Fort  Pickens,  dispatch  her  with 
orders  to  report  to  me  at  Mississippi  Sound,  or  either  ol  the  Passes  ot 

the  Mississippi  River.  ,.  0  ™  ,  , 

Be  pleased  to  caution  Lieutenant-Commanding  Ronckendorfl  not  to 
approach  too  near  Ship  Island,  in  the  event  of  his  not  finding  me  there. 
The  enemy  have  two  large  steamers  there  with  heavy  ordnance 
mounted  on  them,  and  which  he  might  mistake  for  the  Massachusetts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  1  Wm.  Mervine, 

•  Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Captain  Henry  Eagle, 

U.  S.  Frigate  Santee. 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


638 

Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Mervine,  II.  S.  Na/vy ,  to  Captain  Eagle,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  annulling  previous  instructions. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  August  15,  1861. 

Sir:  Circumstances  have  rendered  it  necessary  that  I  should  assign 
you  other  service  than  that  contained  in  your  instructions  of  yester¬ 
day’s  date.  You  will,  therefore,  on  receipt  of  this,  proceed  with  all 
practicable  dispatch  to  Pass  a  l’Outre,  Mississippi  River,  off  which 
Pass  you  will  anchor  the  ship  under  your  command  and  maintain  an 
effective  blockade.  For  this  purpose  it  will  be  your  especial  duty  to 
anchor  your  ship  so  near  the  bar  as  to  prevent  all  ingress  or  egress. 
On  your  arrival  there,  you  will  direct  Commander  Poor  to  take  a  posi¬ 
tion  between  the  [South]  Fast  and  North  East  passes  that  will  enable 
him  to  intercept  any  vessel  passing  in  or  out.  Inform  Commander 
Poor  that  1  have  orders  to  relieve  him  when  his  services  can  be  spared, 
which  I  hope  will  be  very  shortly.  You  will  please  direct  Commander 
Poor  to  deliver  the  enclosed  dispatch  addressed  to  Commander  A. 
Gibson,  of  the  sloop  St.  Louis. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gidf  Blockade  Squadron. 

Captain  Henry  Eagle, 

U.  S.  Frigate  Santee. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  general  mat¬ 
ters  pertaining  to  Ids  command. 

No-  17-]  U.  S.  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  August  17,  1861. 

wSlR:DThe  U'  S'  Powfiatan  arrived  here  last  evening  from  the  South 
West  lass  of  the  Mississippi  River,  for  the  purpose  of  communicating 
information  of  the  whereabouts  of  the  rebel  steamer  Sumter,  which 
Captain  McKean,  of  the  Niagara,  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to 
authorize  the  withdrawal  of  that  vessel  from  her  station  for  the  time 
benig.  lho  information  was  obtained  by  Lieutenant  Commanding 

Aii'  V  ,a  Pronnse  made  to  one  of  the  crew  of  the  schooner 

Abby  Bradford  that  no  harm  should  occur  to  him,  the  narrator  in 
consequence  of  being  found  in  arms  against  the  Government,  provided 
he  gave  a  circumstantial  and  true  account  of  the  Sumter’s  movements 
which,  1  presume,  Lieutenant  Porter,  in  his  dispatch  in  relation  to  the 
capture,  communicated  to  you.  This  information  is  no  doubt  reliable. 
I  have  sent  the  Powhatan  to  Puerto  Bello,  where  the  Sumter  is  repre¬ 
sented  to  be,  lying  outside  the  port,  in  a  disorganized  state,  short  of 

inni-Jf0neJ  an(I  witl?°ut  credit  1  hoPe  Lieutenant  Porter  may 
tall  m  with  and  capture  her.  J 

Li  withdrawing  the  Powhatan  from  her  station,  1  have  departed 

horn  the  letter  of  my  instructions,  but  the  object  sought  to  be  obtained 

in  arresting  the  depredations  of  that  piratical  craft  upon  our  merchant 

!ne  " 1.  ’  d  k°pe,  justify  the  measure  and  meet  with  your  approval 

I  have  been  .looking  forward  with  some  solicitude  to  the  time  when 

I  could  leave  this  station  in  charge  of  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  squad- 
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ron  of  sufficient  force  to  prevent  a  landing  on  Santa  Rosa  Island,  in 
rear  of  Fort  Pickens;  of  this,  however,  I  think  no  apprehensions  need 
be  entertained,  for  it  is  believed  the  rebels  opposite  us  have  only  a 
force  sufficient  to  guard  their  own  lines.- 

I  had  designated  either  the  steamer  Susquehanna  or  frigate  Santee  for 
the  purpose,  whichever  arrived  first,  and  when  the  Santee  arrived  I  flat¬ 
tered  myself  that  I  would  be  able  to  make  a  reconnoissance  of  the 
rebel  batteries  at  Ship  Island,  which  protect  the  commerce  carried  on 
between  New  Orleans  and  Mobile,  but  I  have  been  frustrated  for  the 
present  by  the  necessary  departure  of  the  Powhatan ,  and  I  am  still 
further  hampered  in  my  operations  by  a  necessity  which  arose  through 
the  want  of  judgment  and  excessive  timidity  of  Captain  Henry  Eagle 
to  order  his  ship  to  Key  West  with  the  prisoners  taken  in  the  prize 
schooner  C.  P.  Knapp. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  Captain  Ellison,  of  the  P.  P* 
Cuyler ,  reports  that  his  sick  with  smallpox  are  convalescent.  The' 
health  of  this  ship  is  as  when  I  last  wrote.  Referring  to  your  dis¬ 
patch  of  the  21st  dune,  on  the  subject  of  allowing  marketing  to  be 
brought  from  the  coast  of  Florida  to  Key  West,  I  am  decidedly  of  the 
opinion  that  it  should  be  suppressed.  A  majority  of  the  people  on 
the  Key  are  at  heart  secessionists,  however  much  the}''  profess  Union 
feeling  under  the  restraint  of  military  rule. 

The  day  before  my  departure  from  Key  West  I  permitted  the 
owner  of  a  vessel  who  professed  to  be  engaged  cutting  timber  for' 
Fort  Taylor  to  go  to  Cape  Florida  and  carry  provisions  to  the  mefl 
engaged  there  cutting  the  timber.  This  was  endorsed  by  Captain 
Selfridge,  of  the  steamer  Mississippi,  on  his  register  or  clearance. 
Instead  of  conforming  with  his  permit,  he  went  to  Tampa  Bay  with 
passengers.  On  coming  out  he  was  chased  by  the  U,  S,  S«  P.  P. 
Cuyler ,  but  escaped  to  Key  West,  where  he  was  seized  by  Lieutenant 
S.  L.  Breese,  of  the  Wanderer ,  and  the  vessel  delivered  over  to  the 
district  attorney  for  violation  of  the  blockade,  but  upon  the  man 
swearing  (falsely)  I  had  given  him  permission  to  go  to  Tampa  arid 
carry  passengers,  the  district  attorney  dismissed  the  case  solely  on 
this  man’s  false  oath. 

Commander  Bickering,  of  the  Light-House  Board,  was  preparing 
his  vessel  to  cut  out  a  small  privateer  fitting  out  at  Charlotte  Harbor^ 
but  before  his  arrival  there  boats  were  dispatched  from  Key  West 
who  treacherously  gave  the  information.  A  Methodist  preacher, 
with  a  few  of  his  active  sympathizers,  has  just  been  expelled  from  the 
island  by  Major  French  for  openly  preaching  secession  doctrines  in  the 
pulpit.  From  a  well-known  and  reliable  Union  merchant  at  Key  West 
I  am  informed  that  the  late  United  States  Senator  Mallory  has  or  had 
several  express  boats  plying  between  Key  West  and  Florida  coast  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  information  regarding  the  movements  of  the 
squadron,  etc.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  secession  leaders  of 
Florida  would  not  tolerate  supplies  to  be  carried  to  the  Key,  without 
an  equivalent  in  the  shape  of  (to  them)  valuable  information  as  to  the 
affairs  of  the  country  and  proceedings  on  the  island.  I  need  not  say 
to  you  that  in  case  of  troops  being  sent  to  any  part  of  the  Southern 
coast  who  might  touch  at  Key  West  for  supplies,  their  arrival  would 
be  immediately  known  through  the  whole  Southern  States. 

An  English  man-of-war  steamer  flying  a  pennant  ran  down  to  us 
last  Sunday  morning  and  crossed  our  bows  within  a  quarter  o.f  a  mile, 
hauled  his  wind,  and  stood  oft'  without  c<o;muiuuicating  or  observing 
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the  usual  courtesies  common  to  all  national  vessels  upon  meeting  each 
other.  This  maneuver  in  the  presence  of  our  enemy  was  exhibited 
for  the  express  purpose  of  showing  John  Bull’s  interest  and  sympathy 
for  King  Cotton. 

A  very  violent  storm  of  three  dajus’  duration  has  been  experienced 
at  this  anchorage.  The  island  of  Santa  Rosa  afforded  us  a  good  [lee] 
and  this  ship  rode  it  out  securely  and  well.  How  the  other  ships  of 
the  squadron  fared  in  less  favored  position  remains  to  be  known. 

It  is  not  improbable,  considering  the  immunity  and  sanctity  con¬ 
ceded  to  national  vessels  of  war,  that  efforts  will  be  made  to  evade  the 
blockade  by  vessels  under  the  guise  of  men-of-war,  which  would  pre¬ 
clude  my  ascertaining  their  real  character  by  search.  I  therefore  ask 
instruction  on  this  subject,  the  necessity  of  which  is  forcibly  impressed 
by  the  strange  conduct  of  the  seeming  English  vessel  of  war  yes¬ 
terday. 

Enclosed,  I  hand  you  documents  and  papers  taken  from  schooner 
Abby  Bradford ,  returns,  officers,  and  crew,  and  punishment  on  board 
the  Niagara.  Letters*  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  I).  Porter, 
U.  S.  S.  Powhatan. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Explanatory  report  of  Captain  Eagle ,  U.  S .Navy,  regarding  statement 
of  Flag-Officer  Mervine ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  report  dated  August  17,  1861. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 

Off  Galveston  Bar ,  Tex.,  November  29,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated 
September  14, 1861,  giving  an  extract  of  a  letter  dated  August  17  from 
Flag-Officer  William  Mervine. 

His  remarks  in  relation  to  me  have  surprised  me  greatly,  as  there 
was  nothing  in  m}^  conduct  to  justify  those  .remarks. 

The  prize  schooner  C.  P.  Knapp  was  sent  to  Key  West  for  adjudi¬ 
cation,  and  Flag-Officer  Mervine  sent  me  a  verbal  order  to  put  the 
prisoners  on  board  the  steamer  Rhode  Island,  to  be  sent  to  New  York. 
I  went  on  board  his  ship  and  stated  that  they  should  be  sent  to  Key 
West  to  give  in  their  testimony.  The  Rhode  Island,  had  gone  to  Gal¬ 
veston  and  my  ship  was  ordered  to  the  Mississippi  River,  and  I  stated 
the  improbability  of  meeting  the  steamer  and  the  necessity  of  sending 
them  to  Key  West.  The  flag-officer  then  said  I  had  better  put  them 
on  board  the  Brooklyn,  to  be  sent  to  New  York.  I  still  urged  the 
necessity  of  sending  them  to  Key  West.  He  then  directed  me  to  put 
them  on  board  the  St.  Louis  and  order  her  to  take  them  to  Key  West. 
I  then  suggested  that  the  prisoners  be  sent  on  board  the  flagship,  to 
await  the  return  of  the  Rhode  Island.  The  flag-officer  said,  “Yes* 
send  them  aboard.’  Captain  Bailey  then  suggested  that  only  a  part 
of  them  be  sent  on  board.  The  flag-officer  then  said,  “Yes;  send  a 
part  of  them.  Let  me  see  them  when  they  come  aboard.”  I  then 
returned  to  my  ship,  and,  not  knowing  what  portion  to  send,  I  sent 
them  all,  lor  the  flag-officer  to  decide  which  he  would  keep.  He  sent 

*For  report  see  Series  I,  volume  1,  p.  65. 
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them  back  to  my  ship,  and  told  Midshipman  Brown,  of  the  boat,  to 
tell  me  to  get  underway  immediately  and  proceed  to  Ive}^  West  and 
land  the  prisoners  in  a  boat,  and  afterwards  to  proceed  to  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River  and  execute  his  orders.  This  was  said  by  him  in  a  violent 
tit  of  passion,  as  can  be  proved  by  Mr.  Brown.  While  getting  my  ship 
underway  written  orders  were  sent  to  me  to  proceed  to  Key  West. 

To  convince  the  Department  that  Flag-Officer  Mervine  is  laboring- 
under  a  mistake  in  regard  to  his  intention  to  take  the  Santee  with  him 
to  make  a  reconnoissance  of  the  rebel  batteries  at  Ship  Island,  I  here¬ 
with  give  copies  of  his  several  orders  to  me.  I  have  briefly  given  an 
explanation  to  your  letter,  having  only  a  limited  time.  1  have  to 
request  that  should  the  confidence  of  the  Navy  Department  be  dimin¬ 
ished,  or  should  they  not  be  convinced  that  the  report  of  Flag-Officer 
Mervine  is  incorrect,  a  court  of  enquiry  may  be  called  to  investigate 
my  conduct.  My  conscience  acquits  me  entirely  of  the  charge  made 
against  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Eagle, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Price ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S. 

Huntsville ,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  a  small  schooner 

carrying  passengers  from  Sabine  City. 

LT.  S.  S.' Huntsville, 

Off  Atchafalaya  Bay,  August  18,  1861. 

Sir:  By  the  Rhode  Island  I  send  you  this  hurried  communication. 

After  giving  the  South  Carolina  40  tons  of  coal,  I  came  down  the 
coast  to  my  anchorage  off  this  station,  when,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
13th  instant,  to  the  westward  some  40  miles,  I  saw  a  schooner  inshore, 
and  as  it  was  calm,  sent  my  boats  and  captured  her.  She  was  a  little 
tub  of  a  thing  of  30  tons,  with  passengers  from  Sabine  City.  _  As 
there  were  two  ladies  on  board,  and  it  was  an  uninhabited  part  of  the 
coast,  I  had  to  take  them  back  to  Sabine  and  land  them  under  a  flag 
of  truce.  There  was  a  slave  on  the  beach  with  his  master,  the  former 
of  whom  was  captured  and  brought  on  board  by  the  boats,  but  I 
released  him,  as  it  seemed  like  kidnapping.  I  have  retained  one  sailor 
who  was  anxious  to  leave  the  country. 

The  schooner  I  shall  destroy,  as  she  is  too  dull  for  a  tender. 

My  coal  is  nearly  exhausted,  and  I  shall  have  to  go  to  Galveston  to 
meet  the  coal  ship. 

The  trade  is  broken  up  from  Berwick,  and  my  ship  is  altogether  too 
deep  to  get  into  the  adjoining  waters  even. 

I  did  not  obtain  the  tender  from  the  South  Carolina ,  for  the  reasons 
set  forth  in  the  following  communication*  from  Commander  Alden. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cicero  Price, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

*  See  report  Alden  to  Price,  August  10,  1862. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  lark  Jaynes 
Maxwell,  sent  by  the  0.  S.  S.  Sumter  into  Cienfuegos. 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 

Cienfuegos ,  August  19 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  had  a  good  run  to  San  Antonio,  though  the  weather  was 
rather  rough.  At  that  place  I  overhauled  five  vessels,  three  of  them 
American,  and  ascertained  that  the  Sumter  had  sent  the  American 
bark  James  Maxwell  into  Cienfuegos  on  the  7th  of  this  month;  that 
the  authorities  ordered  her  to  sea  again  at  once,  but  that  the  prize 
crew  returned  next  day  in  a  boat  and  reported  that  she  had  foundered 
outside.  I  communicated  with  an  American  brig  (the  Franklin ,  of 
Boston)  this  morning  and  the  captain,  who  sailed  yesterday  from 
Trinidad,  informs  me  that  the  James  Maxwell  has  been  picked  up  out¬ 
side  and  brought  into  Cienfuegos  again;  that  she  had  discharged  part 
of  her  cargo  into  launches  outside.  I  am  here  to  make  enquiries 
about  this  matter  and  to  get  the  James  MaxwelVs  chart  and  ascertain 
where  she  was  taken  by  the  Sumter.  The  captain  of  the  Franklin 
says  she  was  captured  off  Puerto  Cabello.  So  far  we  have  gained  ten 
days’  later  news  of  her  and  hope  to  be  on  her  track  in  less  than  a  week. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron ,  U.  S.  S.  Colorado. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Mervine ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy ,  enjoining  the  strictest  vigilance  in  guarding  the  Mississippi 
River. 


Navy  Department,  August  20,  1861. 

Sir:  It  is  necessary  that  the  Mississippi  should  be  guarded  with  great 
vigilance. 

The  attention  of  the  country  and  the  whole  commercial  world  is 
interested  on  that  question,  and  you  can  not  overestimate  your 
responsibility  in  connection  with  it. 

The  escape  of  the  Sumter  and  her  subsequent  depredations  have 
caused  great  dissatisfaction  and  much  comment  on  the  conduct  of  the 
Brooklyn.  If  that  vessel,  which  has  now  been  long  on  duty,  has 
become  impaired  or  inefficient,  you  will  do  well  to  dispatch  her  to  the 
North  to  be  docked  and  renovated,  so  that  she  may  return  in  season 
for  the  important  duties  and  active  service  that  will  be  soon  required. 
You  have  a  long  line  of  coast  to  guard,  and  there  are  certain  points, 
particularly  the  outlets  of  the  Mississippi,  that  must  be  watched  with 
sleepless  vigilance. 

Additional  vessels  will  be  constantly  added  to  your  squadron  as  they 
can  be  procured  and  armed.  In  the  meantime  I  am  confident  you  will 
make  the  best  use  of  those  vessels  you  have  to  meet  the  expectations 
of  the  Government  and  the  country. 

I  send  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  vice-consul  at 
Liverpool  which  requires  attention. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully. 


Flag-Officer  W  m.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Gideon  Welles. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Mervine ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  transmitting  letter  ref  erred  from  the  State  Department  regard¬ 
ing  shipment  of  munitions  of  war  to  Matamoras ,  Mexico. 

Navy  Department,  August  22,  1861. 
Sir:  The  following  copy  of  a  letter,  referred  to  this  Department  by 
the  Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  is  sent  for  your  information. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 

Private.] 

New  York,  August  20,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  requested  Mr.  Brown  to  advise  you  that  my  fii-m 
has  information  of  arrangements  having  been  made  in  Europe  for  the 
shipment  of  munitions  of  war  to  the  port  of  Matamoras,  in  Mexico, 
which,  as  you  know,  adjoins  the  Texan  frontier,  and  I  write  now  to 
confirm  the  intelligence. 

It  appears  so  easy  to  make  entries  into  the  Confederate  States  from 
Matamoras  that  I  would  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be  well  to  have 
a  careful  observation  of  that  port,  and  also  to  watch  the  clearances  to 
that  quarter  from  the  Northern  States. 

Would  there  not  be  security  in  requiring  that  vessels  loading  forthe 
West  Indies  and  ports  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  should  only  be  allowed 
to  take  in  cargo  under  the  inspection  of  a  custom-house  officer? 

Yours,  very  faithfully, 

R.  B.  Minturn. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward. 


Report  of  Captain  Pope ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rich¬ 
mond,  referring  to  the  reported  movements  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Kingston,  Jamaica,  August  22,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  this  ship  at  this  port  coaling,  and 
shall  leave  as  soon  as  completed  and  proceed  on  in  accordance  with 
instructions  from  the  Department.  On  passing  through  the  Mariguana 
Passage,  a  wreck  was  discovered  on  the  reef.  I  ran  this  ship  close  to, 
when  Commander  Horatio  Nelson  came  on  board  and  informed  me 
that  it  was  her  British  Majesty’s  steam  sloop  Driver ,  wrecked  on  the 
3d  instant;  that  he  was  expecting  one  of  her  British  Majesty’s  ships 
every  da}7  to  take  them  off. 

I  offered  any  assistance  and  to  take  his  crew  to  this  port.  The  only 
thing  he  desired  was  quinine,  which  we  supplied. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan  has  just  come  in  for  coal.  Commander 
Porter  says  he  has  verbal  instructions  to  go  in  search  of  the  Sumter, 
from  Flag-Officer  Mervine. 

A  Trinidad  Price  Current  of  the  6th  of  August  reports  that  on  the 
30th  ultimo  the  Confederate  States  screw  steamer  Sumter  came  into 
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that  port  for  coal,  and  sailed  from  thence  on  the  5th  August,  steering 
west,  and  that  she  had  captured  eleven  prizes  and  set  the  crews  at 
liberty. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  Pope, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secvetary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Mervine ,  U  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  sinking  of 
the  schooner  Aid  to  obstruct  the  pass  at  eastern  end  of  Santa  Rosa 
Island. 

No.  18.]  Flagship  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  August  23,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  sunk  at  the  east  end 
of  Santa  Rosa  Island  the  schooner  Aid ,  captured  by  Captain  A  illiam  W . 
McKean,  which,  as  long  as  it  lasts,  will  obstruct  all  ingress  and  egress 
at  that  pass,  and  1  am  thus  enabled  to  dispense  with  the  U.  S.  S. 

Wyandotte ,  and  have  ordered  her  to  New  York  for  repairs,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  your  instructions.  I  have  also  ordered  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Craven,  at  Key  West,  to  turn  overall  unexecuted  orders  and 
instructions  relative  to  the  blockade  to  Lieutenant  Samuel  L.  Breese, 
at  present  in  command  of  the  Wanderer,  and  to  proceed  to  New  Fork 
for  repairs,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Wanderer  at  Key  West,  for  which 
place  she  sailed  from  this  anchorage  on  the  20th  instant.  I  send  this 
communication  by  the  Wyandotte,  which  sails  to-day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron: 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  delay  in  active  measures  against  Ship  Island. 

Navy  Department,  August  23,  1861. 

Sir:  In  your  dispatch  No.  [13],  of  the  22d  July,  you  report  that  you 
intend  to  visit  Ship  Island. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  surprise  and  regret  that  so  important  a  posi¬ 
tion  as  Ship  Island  should  have  been  permitted  to  be  fortified  and 
retained  by  the  insurgents. 

At  this  distance  it  is  difficult  to  understand  the  reasons  for  the 
apparent  inactivity  and  indifference  that  have  governed  in  this  matter. 
If  the  force  under  your  command  is  not  all  that  we  wish  or  all  that  we 
intend  it  shall  be,  still  it  is  sufficient  for  some  demonstration,  and  it 
would  be  well  to  make  up  in  activity  and  extra  exertion  for  the  want 
of  numbers. 

You  have  large  ships,  heavy  batteries,  and  young  and  willing  officers, 
with  men  sufficient  to  dispossess  the  insurgents  from  Ship  Island.  They 
might  have  been  prevented  entirely  from  intrenching  themselves  upon 
it.  In  order  to  have  done  this,  smaller  vessels  would  have  been  neces¬ 
sarily  substituted  temporarily  to  guard  the  Passes.  This,  it  would 
seem,  might  have  been  done. 
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I  allude  to  these  matters,  not  knowing-  what  action  you  have  taken 
in  the  premises  since  the  22d  ultimo.  There  is  a  great  uneasiness  in 
the  public  mind,  as  well  as  anxiety  in  the  Department,  on  the  apparent 
inactivity  of  our  squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  W.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  /Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Powell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  XI.  8.  ship  Potomac ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  Gulf 
Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  August  1861. 
Sir:  When  your  ship  is  read}r  for  sea,  proceed  with  all  practicable 
dispatch  to  Key  West  and  report  for  duty  in  the  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron.  From  Cape  Hatteras  you  will  follow  the  coast  down  to 
enable  you  to  capture  or  destroy  such  vessels  of  the  rebels  as  may  be 
found  in  that  vicinity. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  L.  M.  Powell, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Ship  Potomac ,  New  York. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Alden, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  expressing  commendation  and  urging  the  maintenance 
of  a  rigid  blockade  in  view  of  the  operations  of  privateers. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  August  27,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Nav}r  in  his  last  communication  to  me  is  pleased  to  express  his 
warm  commendation  of  the  manner  in  which  you  have  discharged  your 
duties.  I  trust,  sir,  by  a  continued  vigilance  and  activity,  you  may 
gain  the  approbation  of  the  Department  in  a  still  higher  degree, 

^  He  also  states  that  ho  is  confidentially  informed  that  some  of  the 
prisoners  recently  released  by  you  were  rebel  officers,  who  destroyed 
their  commissions  before  being  captured.  Hereafter  all  prisoners 
you  may  capture,  not  known  to  be  civilians,  should  be  sent  to  New 
York.  I  urge  upon  you  again  the  necessity  for  a  rigid  blockade,  as 
the  Department  has  information  that  several  privateers  have  recently 
escaped  from  the  Southern  coast.  Should  either  of  the  following  ves¬ 
sels  come  within  your  power  you  will  capture  and  send  her  to  New 
York  for  adjudication,  viz,  the  Gondar,  JtLliza  Bonsall,  Alliance, 
Emily  St.  Pierre,  and  John  Fraser.  They  all  sail  under  the  British 
flag. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

r  lag -Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Jas.  Alden, 

TJ.  S.  S.  South  Carolina. 

p  — J  send  herewith  the  accounts  of  the  22  men  transferred  to 
your  vessel  from  the  Mississippi,  and  who  took  passage  on  the  Sam . 
Houston. 
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Report  of  Captain  Allison,.  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  R.  R. 

Cuyler,  regarding  the  seizure-  and  burning  of  the  ship  Finland  of 

Apalachicola ,  Fla. 

U.  S.  S.  CuYLER, 

Off  N.  E.  Entrance  to  Apalachicola ,  August  29,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  my  arrival  off  this 
entrance  to  Apalachicola  on  the  19th  instant  I  found  the  Montgomery. 
Commander  Shaw,  who  informed  me  that  he  was  watching  a  ship  at 
anchor  in  the  bay,  partially  dismantled,  her  lower  and  topsail  yards  on 
deck,  jib  boom  and  topgallant  masts  housed,  and  sails  unbent  and  run¬ 
ning  gear  unrove.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  order  an  examination  of 
her,  to  ascertain  her  character  and  purposes,  upon  which  Commander 
Shaw  volunteered  two  of  his  boats,  armed  and  manned.  These,  with 
three  boats  from  this  ship,  armed  and  equipped,  the  whole  under  the 
command  of  my  second  lieutenant,  James  Parker,  were  dispatched  on 
the  night  of  the  26th  instant  to  make  a  reconnoissance,  and,  if  practi¬ 
cable,  to  capture  her  to  prevent  her  being  used  in  any  way  against  the 
United  States.  She  was  boarded  and  taken  possession  of  without 
opposition,  the  captain,  mates,  and  crew  being  on  board. 

Every  effort  was  made  against  the  most  adverse  circumstances  of 
wind  and  tide  to  get  her  over  the  bar,  but  yesterday  morning  at  day¬ 
light,  as  she  was  trying  to  beat  out,  and  about  4  miles  from  the  outer 
buoy,  close  to  which  I  was  anchored  with  the  Montgomery,  a  steamer 
with  a  large  schooner  in  tow  made  their  appearance  in  the  direction  of 
Apalachicola  and  steered  directly  for  the  ship.  Mr.  Parker  very 
properly,  at  once,  set  her  on  tire  and  took  to  his  boats;  the  enemy 
made  a  slight  pursuit,  but  fearful,  as  I  suppose,  of  getting  within 
range  of  our  guns,  suddenly  changed  their  direction,  and  after  firing 
a  few  guns  harmlessly,  hastily  withdrew,  keeping  in  shoal  water. 

I  regret  that  the  bar,  showing  by  the  charts  only  14  feet  water, 
prevented  pursuit  on  my  part,  and  permitted  the  rebels  to  make  this 
demonstration  with  impunity.  They  were  in  strong  force,  and,  as 
I  have  learned  since,  were  composed  chiefly  of  riflemen  from  Apa¬ 
lachicola. 

The  ship  proved  to  be  the  Finland ,  said  to  be  owned  in  Apalachi¬ 
cola  and  New  York,  without  papers.  A  discrepancy  is  shown  here 
in  the  statement  of  the  captain,  he  informing  Mr.  Parker  that  the 
ship’s  papers  were  in  Apalachicola,  and  stating  to  Mr.  Holt,  acting 
paymaster,  that  they  were  at  Richmond,  Va.,  and  since  repeating  the 
latter  statement  to  myself.  I  had  strong  grounds  for  considering  her 
a  lawful  prize,  and  had  I  succeeded  in  getting  her  out  should  have 
sent  her  to  New  York  for  adjudication.  We  could  have  captured  the 
enemy  easity  had  we  but  had  a  steamer  or  gunboat  drawing  not  more 
than  12  feet  of  water. 

Had  we  been  provided  with  a  launch,  kedge  anchors,  and  hawsers 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  we  could  have  saved  the  ship,  as  she  could 
have  been  under  the  protection  of  our  guns  before  the  rebels  could  have 
reached  her.  A  small  water  tank  schooner  was  alongside  the  ship 
when  she  was  seized  (from  which  we  received  700  gallons  of  water). 
The  owner  of  the  schooner  was  a  poor  Italian,  with  two  of  his  coun¬ 
trymen  as  a  crew. 

Not  deeming  it  necessary  to  detain  these  people  I  took  their  parole 
and  allowed  them  to  go,  accompanied  by  the  late  master  of  the  Finland 
(who  professed  that  there  was  not  enough  money  in  the  South  to  make 
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him  fight  against  the  North).  All  his  money  and  clothes  being  at 
Apalachicola,  and  seeing  no  reason  to  detain  him  as  a  prisoner,  I  also 
gave  him  permission  to  go.  The  crew  of  the  Finland ,  first  and  second 
mates,  carpenter,  steward,  boy,  and  ten  free  colored  men,  preferred 
to  remain  on  board  rather  than  remain  in  Apalachicola,  fearing  that 
they  would  be  impressed  by  the  rebels. 

Some  of  them  wish  to  enlist  in  the  service.  They  appear  to  be  good 
men,  and  it  would  be  a  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  rate  two  of  them  as 
quartermasters. 

They  will  all  remain  on  board  until  I  receive  your  instructions  as 
to  their  disposition. 

The  Finland  is  burned  to  the  water’s  edge,  and  her  destruction  is 
complete. 

From  what  I  glean  from  the  mates  and  crew,  I  have  no  doubt  but 
that  she  was  being  prepared  to  receive  a  cargo  of  cotton,  a  supply  of 
which  is  now  at  Apalachicola,  and  proposed  running  the  blockade. 

Steamers  had  been  visiting  her  with  company  and  provisions  before 


our  arrival. 

It  was  a  matter  of  much  surprise  to  the  people  of  Apalachicola,  as 
well  as  to  the  captain  and  crew  of  the  vessel,  that  she  was  not  seized 
before. 

I  trust,  sir,  I  shall  have  your  approval  of  the  course  I  have  pursued. 
I  am  in  receipt  to-day  of  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  B.  Ellison, 

Captain. 


Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine. 


Report  of  Captain  Self  ridge,  II.  S.  Navy ,  suggesting  that  a  reconnais¬ 
sance  be  made  of  the  passes  in  Mississippi  Sound. 

U.  S.  S.  Mississippi, 

Of  Mobile  Bar ,  August  31 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  received  your  communication  of  the  27th  instant  by  the  Water 
Witch  this  morning,  and  have  the  honor  to  state  that  your  wishes,  as 
therein  expressed,  shall  be  carried  out  so  far  as  is  in  my  powei  when¬ 
ever  circumstances  will  justify.  . 

Since  my  arrival  here  I  have  kept  up  a  rigid  blockade,  and  no  vessel 
has  entered  the  bay  or  departed  therefrom  during  this  time.  I  send 
out  the  boats  at  nights,  armed,  whenever  the  weather  is  such  as  to 
make  it  prudent;  but  they  will  never  intercept  anything,  as  the  trade 
between  Mobile  and  New  Orleans  is  carried  on  inshore.  .  . 

There  are  several  passes  between  the  islands  forming  Mississippi 
Sound,  the  one  between  Ship  and  Horn  islands  having  18  feet  ot 
water.  My  impression  is  that  attempts  will  be  made  to  run  vessels 
out  with  cotton  through  these  passes  early  in  the  autumn.  1  he  Ilunts- 
ville  exchanged  shots  with  an  armed  schooner  and  a  steamboat  near 
the  pass  between  Horn  and  Petit  Bois  islands,  but  they  escaped  by 
running  into  shoal  water.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  a  reconnois- 
sance  of  these  passes  by  a  small  steamer.  <  . 

I  am  making  the  crew  of  this  vessel  efficient  for  any  service  which 
may  be  required  of  her  as  rapidly  as  1  can  in  my  present  position.  1 
am  dragging  to-day,  for  the  fourth  time,  for  the  lost  anchor,  but 
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despair  of  recovering  it  from  the  nature  of  the  bottom  here,  which 
entirely  embeds  an  anchor  in  a  few  da}7s. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Mervine ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general  matters 

pertaining  to  his  command. 

No.  19.]  Flagship  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  August  31.  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  dispatches  from 
the  Department  under  date  of  July  8,  22,  31,  August  2,  5,  6,  7,  13, 
and  also  sketches  of  the  Passes  and  fork  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

In  regard  to  erecting  a  battery  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  I  have  had  an  interview  with  Colonel  Brown,  who 
has  detailed  an  engineer  officer  to  superintend  the  work,  and  1  have 
ordered  Commander  Poor,  of  the  Brooklyn ,  to  proceed  with  that  ves¬ 
sel  to  the  Head  of  Pass  a  l’Outre,  and  to  give  the  officer  all  the  assist¬ 
ance  in  the  way  of  men  that  he  requires.  I  have  also  ordered  Captain 
McKean  to  detail  an  officer  and  25  men  to  assist  in  the  work. 

I  have  also  chartered  a  schooner  to  proceed  to  Tortugas  and  bring 
from  thence  ten  of  the  naval  guns  referred  to,  with  a  supply  of  ammu¬ 
nition  for  the  battery.  I  have  issued  instructions  to  every  vessel  in 
the  squadron  to  sink  worthless  prizes  in  the  best  manner  to  hamper 
the  trade  of  the  rebels.  As  j^et,  none  of  the  vessels  lately  ordered  to 
my  squadron  have  made  their  appearance  at  this  anchorage.  The 
Vincennes  and  Preble ,  however,  reported  to  me  from  Key  West. 
Both  were  detained  at  that  place  in  obtaining  a  supply  of  fresh  water, 
that  which  they  received  at  Boston  having  been  spoiled  in  the  passage 
by  the  filthy  or  unserviceable  condition  of  their  tanks. 

Captain  Eagle,  of  the  Santee ,  reports  to  me  that  the  rigging  of  his 
vessel  was  severely  tested  during  the  late  gale  and  had  all  to  be  lifted 
to  repair  some  damage  to  the  trestletrees.  Commander  Shaw,  of  the 
Montgomery ,  reports  that  during  the  same  gale  he  lost  his  bower  anchor 
and  all  the  chain  attached  to  it.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Baldwin, 
of  the  Wyandotte ,  reports  that  though  his  vessel  experienced  the  full 
force  of  the  storm,  she  did  not  drag  over  the  bar  as  previously 
reported  to  you. 

I  had  distributed  the  stores  on  the  Release  and  sent  her  home  before 
the  reception  of  your  orders  to  that  effect.  She  has  doubtless  arrived 
at  New  York,  unless  she  was  disabled  by  the  storm.  She  sailed  from 
Key  West  only  the  day  previous  to  its  occurrence  and  I  fear  experi¬ 
enced  it  in  all  its  fury.  Her  commander  reported  to  me  from  Key 
A  est  the  death  at  sea  of  James  Brown,  seaman,  a  sick  man  sent  home 
from  this  ship. 

I  fear  that  the  U.  S.  ship  Macedonian  sailed  from  Key  West  before 
the  reception  of  the  orders  transferring  her  to  the  squadron  under  my 
command. 

1  have  ordered  Acting  Master  E.  S.  Turner  and  six  seamen  to  the 
Wanderer,  under  Lieutenant  Breese,  to  do  blockading  duty  at  Key 
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West  during  the  absence  of  the  Crusader  or  until  I  can  supply  her 
place  with  a  regular  man-of-war.  The  Wanderer  has  done  good  service 
to  the  squadron  in  transporting  wood  and  water  and  would  make  a 
useful  tender,  of  which  I  am  greatly  in  need,  for  the  transportation  of 
orders  to  the  different  ships. 

I  have  been  at  as  little  expense  as  possible  in  her  use,  and  have  indeed 
not  felt  at  liberty  to  supply  her  with  some  necessary  articles,  as  she 
was  not  attached  to  the  squadron. 

*  *****  44- 

In  accordance  with  your  permission,  I  have  ordered  Lieutenant 
Commanding  William  Ronckendorff  to  this  ship  for  duty,  and  have 
ordered  the  ffrst  lieutenant  of  the  Mississippi ,  Francis  Winslow,  to 
succeed  to  the  command  of  the  Water  Witch.  I  have  dispatched  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  the  latter  vessel,  with  the  orders  in  regard 
to  the  battery  before  referred  to. 

I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  British  consul  at  New  Orleans  in  the  matter  of  provisional  regis- 
ters.  A  single  instance  will  suffice.  He  certified  that  the  C.  P.  Knapp 
cleared  from  New  Orleans  on  a  certain  day,  with  a  certain  cargo  of 
rice.  Her  log  shows  that  on  that  day  she  was  at  Berwick  Bay,  from 
which  place  she  subsequently  cleared  and  was  found  at  sea  with  a  much 
smaller  cargo.  She  has  been  sent  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

The  first  notice  I  have  of  the  escape  of  the  privateer  McRae  I  obtain 
from  your  dispatch.  All  the  Passes  of  the  Mississippi  River  are  so 
thoroughly  guarded  that  I  doubt  if  she  could  escape  unseen  from  New 
Orleans.  I  have  no  official  intelligence  of  the  fact  from  the  vessels 
there,  although  I  am  in  constant  communication  with  them.  I  can, 
sir,  understandingly,  appreciate  the  solicitude  felt  by  the  Department 
for  the  effectual  cutting  off  of  all  ingress  or  egress  through  the  Passes 
of  the  Mississippi  River.  My  own  responsibilities  are  so  nearly  allied 
to  those  of  the  Department  in  adopting  the  measures  necessary  to 
secure  this  object,  that  I  am  feelingly  alive,  to  any  neglect  of  duty 
bv  those  who  are  appointed  to  assist  me  in  carrying  out  the  measuies 
determined  upon.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  sa}^  whether  the  com¬ 
manders  have  selected  the  most  favorable  position  for  their  vesssels 
for  blockading  purposes  without  actual  inspection.  That  inspection 
I  hope  in  a  short  time  to  be  able  to  make.  In  general  I  may  say  that 
I  am  thoroughly  in  earnest  to  carry  into  effect  every  measure  which 
may  contribute  in  the  slightest  degree  to  bring  to  a  successful  issue 
this  unhappy  struggle  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  6. 


Report  of  Commander  Smith ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Massachusetts,  regarding  the  chase  of  an  armed  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

Off  Ship  Island,  September  2,  1861. 

Sir-  The  armed  vessel  reported  by  Commander  Price,  to  which  my 
attention  is  called  in  your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  answers  the  descrip- 
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tion  of  a  cutter  that  remains  for  the  greater  part  of  her  time  at  anchor 
in  Ship  Island  Passage. 

She  occasionally  gets  underway  and  stands  to  the  eastward  in  the 
sound,  and  ventures  outside  when  the  direction  of  the  wind  will  allow 
her  to  carry  all  sail  on  returning  to  the  anchorage  under  the  guns  of 
the  fort. 

On  the  19th  of  August  she  stood  out  more  boldly  than  usual  and 
hove  to,  but  the  moment  it  was  perceived  that  I  was  in  chase  she  bore 
up,  set  her  squaresail,  and  ran  into  shoal  water. 

The  importance  of  a  rilled  cannon  to  operate  with,  in  such  a  case  as 
this,  is  too  apparent  to  require  either  argument  or  comment,  and  the 
necessity  for  such  a  piece  of  ordnance  for  this  vessel  is  respectfully 
submitted.  The  prize  sloop  Charles  Henry ,  on  her  return  from  Pensa¬ 
cola,  was  released  in  accordance  with  a  suggestion  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  12th  ultimo. 

The  master  and  crew  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  without  the  slightest 
opposition,  but  the  vessel  has  not  been  seen  in  this  vicinity  since  the 
second  day  after  her  departure. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comman  ding  U.  S.  Blockading  Squadron ,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Report  of  Captain  Pope ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of  conver¬ 
sation  between  British  naval  officer  commanding  at  Port  Royal , 
Jamaica ,  and  an  officer  of  the  if.  8.  8.  Richmond. 


U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Key  West,  September  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  at  this  port, 
last  from  Kingston,  Jamaica,  which  place  I  left  on  the  25th  instant 
[ultimo]. 

As  I  was  unable  to  learn  anything  reliable  as  to  the  Sumter ,  further 
than  she  sailed  from  Trinidad'on  the  5th  instant  [ultimo],  I  deemed  it 
my  duty  to  proceed  directly  to  this  port..  The  several  vessels  I  com¬ 
municated  with  on  the  way  could  give  no  information  in  regard  to  the 
Sumter  or  any  other  piratical  cruiser.  I  shall  coal  here  and  proceed 
directly  off  Pensacola  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Mervine.  I  respect¬ 
fully  request  that  the  Department  will  authorize  a  rifled  howitzer, 
with  ammunition,  etc. ,  to  be  sent  out  for  this  ship  as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  accompanying  is  a  report  of  conversation  held  between  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Cummings,  of  this  ship,  and  Captain  Morrish,  senior  naval 
officer  in  command  at  Port  Roj^al,  Jamaica.  The  conversation  took 
place  on  the  morning  of  my  leaving  Jamaica,  when  Lieutenant  Cum¬ 
mings  visited  Captain  Morrish,  thanking  him  in  my  name  for  his  offer 
of  civilities,  etc.  I  forward  it  to  the  Department,  deeming  it  important 
that  the  fact  should  be  communicated  without  delay. 

The  Powhatan  also  left  Jamaica  on  the  25th  instant  [ultimo].  The 
ship’s  company  is  in  good  health. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington.  P.  C. 


Jno.  Pope, 

Captain. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

At  Sea ,  August  £ 5 ,  1861. 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  portion  of  conversation  that  occurred  this 
morning  between  Captain  Morrish,  R.  N.,  and  myself  during  my  visit 
to  the  guardship  at  Port  Royal: 

“I  suppose,”  he  remarked,  “  you  are  in  search  of  these  privateers. 
We  are  ordered  to  observe  a  strict  neutrality,  and  if  the  Sumter  were 
to  come  in  to-morrow,  she  would  receive  the  same  attention  and  assist¬ 
ance  that  you  have;  we  can  make  no  diiierence.”  I  asked,  “is  that 
observing  a  neutrality;  is  it  not  recognizing  her?  Is  that  the  meaning 
of  her  Majesty’s  proclamation?  I  understand,”  I  added,  “neutrality 
to  mean  that  her  subjects  must  not  meddle  in  this  affair;  you  can 
recognize  no  flag.”  “Yes,”  he  replied,  “I  have  received  a  copy  of 
the  flag;  I’ll  show  you  the  letter.”  He  showed  me  the  flag  and  read 
me  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  in  which  the  seceded  States  are  styled  Ihe  Confederate  States. 
It  says,  “In  the  event  of  any  vessel  bearing  the  flag  of  the  Confed¬ 
erate  States,  you  are  to  observe  a  strict  neutrality.”  The  flag  is 
described,  and  adds  that  the  number  of  stars  will  be  increased  in  case 
new  States  should  join  the  confederation. 

This,  as  near  as  I  can  remember,  is  the  substance  of  that  portion 

of  our  conversation. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  Cummings, 
Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  John  Pope, 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond. 


Second  report  of  conference  for  the  consideration  of  measures  for 
effectually  blockading  ihe  coast  bordering  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Washington,  September  3 ,  1861. 

Sir:  The  last  of  the  memoirs  we  had  the  honor  to  present  contained 
our  examinations  and  recommendations  relating  to  two  of  the  six 
great  divisions  into  which  we  have  separated  the  Gulf  coast  viz  the 
fifth  and  the  fourth.  It  remains  for  us  now  to  speak  of  the  other  tour 
divisions,  which  we  will  take  up  in  numerical  order  (see  filth  memoir, 

dated  August  9,  1861).  _  .  ,  .  , 

1  Florida  keys  and  reefs:  This  portion  of  the  coast,  which  com¬ 
mands  the  great  outlet  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  by  the  course  of  the 
Gulf  Stream,  begins  at  Virginia  Key,  in  latitude  25  44  N.  and  longi¬ 
tude  80°  08'  W.,  and  extends  to  the  Tortugas,  in  latitude  24  37  N. 
and  longitude  82°  55'  W. ,  at  distance  of  200  nautical  miles.  The  Coast- 
Survey  notes  cover  the  details  relating  to  the  hydrography  of  nearly 
the  whole  of  this  part  of  the  coast,  especially  those  of  them  which 
refer  to  the  keys  and  reefs. 

Fort  Jefferson,  at  the  Tortugas,  and  Fort  Taylor  at  Key  West 
with  certain  supplementary  works,  will  easily  hold  this  part  of  the 
coast  against  any  but  a  first-rate  naval  power.  Subsidiary  small 
works  may  be  needed  at  a  few  points  which  will  be  referred  to  heie- 
after.  At  Key  West  are  stores  of  coal,  water,  and  munitions  of  war. 
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Water  may  be  had  near  Fort  Dallas,  on  the  Miami  River,  Key  Bis- 
cayne  Bay,  at  Indian  Key,  about  midway  of  the  reef,  and  at  Fort 
Jefferson,  on  the  Tortugas. 

The  lights,  buoys,  and  beacons  are  under  the  supervision  of  the 
United  States  Government. 

The  sailing  directions  for  entering  the  harbors  of  KejT  Biscayne, 
Key  West,  and  the  Tortugas,  and  the  anchorages  of  Legare,  Turtle 
Harbor,  etc.,  and  minor  ones  in  the  hydrographic  notes  and  on  the 
charts,  are  ample.  Special  directions  are  given  for  using  the  Hawk 
Channel  and  the  outer  channel  between  the  reef  and  the  keys,  and  for 
crossing  the  reef  at  different  points;  also  for  passing  into  the  interior 
sounds. 

The  beacons  placed  by  the  Light-House  Board  are  carefully  de¬ 
scribed,  and  a  special  chart  showing  their  positions  is  given  with  the 
notes.  The  tides  and  tidal  currents,  the  great  current  of  the  Gulf 
Stream,  and  the  winds  which  prevail  at  different  seasons  are  briefly 
described. 

The  fortifications  and  the  calls  of  war  vessels  passing  along  this 
coast  not  only  insure  the  control  of  the  commerce,  but  of  the  wreck¬ 
ing  business,  the  admiralty  courts,  etc.  The  world  is  interested  in 
having  this  control  in  the  safe  hands  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  to  which  the  inhabitants,  moreover,  are  generallv  well 
affected. 

It  is  not  supposed  that  under  present  circumstances  a  special  block¬ 
ading  force  is  required  here,  though  if  Indian  Key  and  the  entrance 
to  the  Miami  be  occupied  b}^  small  forts,  which  we  recommend,  then 
two  or  three  steam  gunboats  should  cruise  constantly  up  and  down  the 
reef.  These  vessels  would  afford  relief  in  case  of  wrecks,  exercise  a 
salutary  control  over  the  wreckers,  and  would  be  on  hand  in  case  of 
molestation  to  the  coal  and  water  stations  and  to  lights  and  beacons. 

2.  The  west  coast  of  Florida,  from  Cape  Sable  to  Cedar  Keys:  This 
is  one  of  the  most  sparsely  settled  sections  of  the  coast  of  the  United 
States.  The  five  counties  which  border  the  western  side  of  the  Florida 
peninsula  contain,  by  the  census  of  1860,  only  8,567  inhabitants. 

There  is  very  little  communication  of  any  sort,  either  from  the  coast 
or  along  it. 

The  10-fathom  curve  is  from  13  to  30  nautical  miles  from  the  shore. 
An  extended  flat  of  coral  mud  stretches  out  from  100  to  150  miles. 
The  immediate  shore  is  lined  by  innumerable  islands,  scattered  irregu¬ 
larly  through  the  bays  or  forming  curved  barriers  in  the  general 
direction  of  the  coast. 

There  are  two  beautiful  bays— Charlotte  Harbor  and  Tampa  Bay— 
which  by  their  facilities  for  entering  and  navigating  offer  fine  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  commerce,  and  which  must  some  day  doubtless  be  con¬ 
nected  with  the  railroad  system  farther  north;  at  present  they  are 
scarce^  used. 

.  Fudar  Keys  affords  also  a  reasonably  good  harbor,  though  inferior 
either  to  Charlotte  Harbor  or  Tampa.  Into  these  harbors  can  be  car- 
Fd°  Charlotte  Harbor;  21  feet  into  Tampa  Bay,  and  into 
Old  Tampa  14  feet;  and  9*  feet  into  Cedar  Keys.  The  depth  on  the 
bais  closing’  these  entrances  varies  very  considerably  with  the  direction 
of  the  wind,  a  northerly  wind  depressing  the  water  and  a  southerly 
elevating  it  The  connection  with  Fernandina  by  railroad  gives  Cedar 
Keys  its  chief  importance. 
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Garrisoned  forts  at  these  three  harbors  would  probably  enable  the 
United  States  to  retain  jurisdiction  over  this  territory,  if  it  is  desira¬ 
ble.  One  or  more  gunboats  plying  up  and  down  the  coast,  with  the 
occasional  call  of  supply  vessels,  would  amply  suffice  to  maintain  a 
blockade. 

It  would  be  convenient  to  establish  a  coal  and  water  depot  in  Tampa 
Bay  for  the  gunboats,  in  which  case  the  Coast-Survey  chart  shows  the 
best  location  for  the  purpose. 

The  few  particulars  in  regard  to  this  coast  which  are  known  are 
given  in  the  Coast  Survey  hydrographic  notes. 

3.  Northern  division  of  Florida,  from  Cedar  Keys  to  the  Perdido: 
This  division  covers  about  290  nautical  miles.  It  has  the  cities  of  St. 
Marks,  Apalachicola,  and  Pensacola  within  it;  the  bays  of  Apalachicola, 
St.  Joseph’s,  and  St.  Andrew’s,  Santa  Rosa,  Pensacola,  and  Perdido, 
and  the  sounds  of  St.  George,  St.  Vincent,  and  Santa  Rosa. 

Ocilla  [Aucilla]  River  entrance,  St.  Marks  River,  St.  George’s  and 
St.  Vincent  sounds  and  entrances,  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  and  Pensacola 
Bay  and  its  dependencies,  have  been  examined  by  the  Coast  Survey, 
and  are  described  in  the  hydrographic  notes  by  the  Superintendent, 
which  accompany  this  memoir. 

St.  Marks,  Apalachicola,  and  Pensacola  are  well-known  ports  for 
the  export  of  cotton,  timber,  etc. ,  and  Aucilla  River  furnishes  good 
timber. 

A  railroad  connects  St.  Marks  with  Tallahassee,  22  miles.  Apalachi¬ 
cola  is  near  the  entrance  of  the  river  of  the  same  name,  formed  by  the 
junction  of  the  Flint  and  Chattahoochee,  which  brings  the  cotton  of  a 
large  region  of  Georgia  to  this  port. 

The  Pensacola  and  Georgia  Railway  is  completed  60  miles  from 
Tallahassee. 

Though  St.  Joseph’s  and  St.  Andrew’s  bays  are  fine  sheets  of  water, 
with  easy  entrances  of  20  and  16  feet,  respectively,  they  have  no  com¬ 
merce,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  thinly  peopled  coast  generally, 
with  the  exceptions  which  we  have  noted.  St.  Marks  River  entrance 
has  9  feet. 

East  entrance,  or  Duer  Channel,  into  St.  George’s  Sound  has  15,  or 
to  Duer  anchorage,  18  feet. 

The  East  Pass,  or  middle  entrance  to  St.  George’s  Sound,  has  15  feet 
upon  the  bar.  The  West,  or  Main  Pass,  into  the  same  sound  has  12 
feet  on  its  bar.  The  last  entrance  to  Santa  Rosa  Sound  had  8  feet  on 
the  bar  in  1826. 

Pensacola  entrance  is  a  mile  wide,  with  a  clear  channel  nowhere  less 
than  three-eighths  of  a  mile  wide,  and  with  21  feet  on  the  bar.  Aucilla 
River  has  but  5  feet  on  the  bar,  and  the  Perdido  only  from  3  to  4  feet. 

In  fact  the  blockade  of  St.  Marks,  Apalachicola,  and  Pensacola  is  the 
blockade  of  this  coast.  A  single  gunboat  for  each  of  the  two  first- 
named  ports  would  suffice. 

The  narrow,  crooked,  and  shoal  passage  to  St.  Marks  might  be 
easily  obstructed  by  sinking  a  vessel  in  it. 

Apalachicola  might  be  converted  into  a  cotton  port  if  desired;  the 
excellently  sheltered  bay  of  St.  Vincent  affording  a  fine  roadstead  for 

a  fleet.  , 

In  such  a  case  batteries  could  be  established  at  the  eastern  and 

western  extremities  of  the  sound. 

There  is  a  pretty  good,  but  sandy,  road  from  Apalachicola  to  St. 
Joseph’s  Bay,  about  18  miles,  and  onward  to  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  about 
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30  miles  farther.  If  an  attempt  were  made  to  ship  cotton  from 
Apalachicola  bv  this  route  from  either  of  the  bays,  an  occasional  visit 
of  a  cruiser,  or  a  small  work  at  each  of  the  main  entrances,  would 
arrest  the  movement  and  bring  the  cotton  into  our  possession. 

The  military  importance  of  this  road  should  by  no  means  be  lost 
sight  of. 

The  military  and  naval  operations  in  front  of  Pensacola  and  its 
approaches  having  been  determined  upon,  we  do  not  propose  to  refer 
to  the  subject  in  this  memoir.  The  operations  there  show  how  strong 
a  position  may  become  which  has  the  advantage  of  a  double  defense  by 
a  fort  and  a  fleet. 

5.  Coast  of  part  of  Louisiana  and  the  whole  coast  of  Texas,  from 
Grande  Pass,  Vermilion  Bay,  to  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte:  From 
Vermilion  Ba}^  to  the  Sabine  River  is  about  100  nautical  miles,  and  the 
coast  of  Texas,  from  the  Sabine  to  the  Rio  Grande,  extends  about  325 
miles. 

The  chief  interest  of  this  section  centers  at  Galveston  entrance,  55 
miles  from  the  Sabine  River  and  270  from  the  Rio  Grande.  Galves¬ 
ton  entrance  itself  is  but  the  analogue  of  Charleston,  [S.  C.],  in  its  depth 
of  water}  having  12  feet  at  low  water  over  a  shifting  bar.  This  chief 
maritime  city  of  Texas  had,  in  1860,  but  8,117  inhabitants  and  a  small 
foreign  trade.  The  number  of  vessels  which  arrived  at  Galveston  in 
1856,  from  beyond  the  limits  of  the  collection  district,  was  269,  of 
which  27  were  foreign  vessels.  New  Orleans  is  the  great  entrepot 
which  it  uses,  from  which  it  is  distant  280  miles  by  the  steamer  route 
to  Berwick  Bay,  and  thence  by  the  Opelousas,  New  Orleans  [and 
Great  Western]  Railroad. 

There  are  small  steamers  trading  from  Galveston  up  the  ba}^  and 
Trinity  River,  and  to  the  various  rivers  and  bays  of  the  coast  by  a 
precarious  navigation,  part  of  which  is  exposed  to  the  dangers  arising 
from  the  storms  of  the  Gulf.  An  efficient  blockade  of  Galveston  is, 
in  fact,  the  blockade  of  the  coast  of  Texas.  Of  the  six  other  entrances, 
one,  the  Rio  Grande,  has  but  4  feet  on  its  bar  at  low  water,  and  4.9 
feet  at  high  water;  Aransas  Pass,  9  feet;  Matagorda,  9  feet;  Brazos 
River,  8  feet;  San  Luis  Pass,  8  feet;  Sabine  Pass,  7i  feet  at  low  water, 
with  a  rise  of  tide  of  less  than  one  foot  and  a  half  at  the  several  ports. 

The  smooth-water  navigation,  to  be  effected  by  connecting  the 
sounds  by  artificial  means,  has  been  begun  by  the  Slate  of  Texas,  but 
not  completed  even  for  the  minimum  proposed  depth. 

Three  or  four  efficient  vessels,  which  can  take  care  of  themselves  at 
sea  against  storms  and  enemies,  are  required  for  the  blockade  of  this 
portion  of  the  coast,  three  being  the  least  number  which  it  would 
probably  be  safe  to  trust,  considering  the  northers  and  hurricanes  to 
which  the  coast  is  exposed,  and  the  possible  presence  of  fevers  among 
the  unacclimated  crews.  One  of  the  vessels,  besides,  should  be  of 
the  lightest  draft,  free  to  move  up  and  down  the  coast,  to  interrupt 
the  small  commerce  carried  on  by  the  interior  sounds,  which  are 
nearly  continuous  from  Galveston  to  the  Rio  Grande.  A  visit  to  Gal¬ 
veston,  Corpus  Christi,  and  Aransas  to  recover  the  United  States 
movable  property  seized  there  from  the  Revenue  and  Coast  Survey 
services,  or  to  olffain  indemnity  for  the  seizures,  would  also  form  [one] 
of  the  objects  of  such  an  expedition.  The  Coast  Survey  hydrographic 
notes  which  we  attach  to  this  memoir  are  accompanied  by  maps  and 
sketches  showing  the  general  character  of  this  coast,  and  giving 
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minute  information  in  regard  to  the  harbors  and  passes.  We  take 
this  occasion  earnestly  to  recommend  that  a  Coast  Survey  Vessel  be 
attached  to  each  of  the  principal  blockading  squadrons  to  complete, 
under  general  instructions  from  the  Superintendent,  the  examination 
of  such  parts  of  the  coast  not  yet  surveyed  in  detail.  The  importance 
of  this  measure  can  not  be  overrated.  Protection  may  readily  be 
afforded  to  the  surveying  vessels  without  interfering  at  all  with  the 
regulations  of  the  strictest  blockade. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servants, 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Captain ,  U  S.  Navy,  President. 

A.  D.  Bache, 

Superintendent  U.  S.  Coast  Survey ,  Member. 

J.  G.  Barnard, 

Major ,  TJ.  S.  Engineers ,  Member. 

C.  Ii.  Davis, 

Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  Member  and  Secretary. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ball ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  Marion , 
of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Key  West ,  Fla. 

U.  S.  Ship  Marion, 

Key  West,  September  j,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  at  this  place 
yesterday,  after  a  passage  of  fifty  days  from  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

The  unusual  length  of  the  passage  is  chiefly  due  to  continuous  head 
winds,  calms,  and  three  gales  of  wind,  the  last  of  which  forced  us  out 
of  the  Gulf  Stream  and  compelled  a  circuit  of  the  Bahama  Bank  and 
second  entrance  by  the  Hole  in  the  Wall. 

As  soon  as  filled  up  with  provisions  and  water,  I  shall  sail  for  Fort 
Pickens  to  report  to  you,  in  accordance  with  my  orders. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W7m.  H.  Ball, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Mervine,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  of 
commanding  ' officers  regarding  the  blockade  of  the  Passes  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  River. 

No.  20.]  Flagship  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  September  5,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  copies  of  communications 
from  Captain  McKean,  of  the  Niagara,  and  Commander  Poor,  of  the 
Brooklyn,  in  reference  to  their  carrying  out  the  orders  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  in  blockading  the  Passes  of  the  Mississippi  River,  which  I  hope 
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will  disabuse  your  mind  of  the  truth  of  the  reported  escape  of  priva¬ 
teers  from  that  river,  as  also  of  the  return  of  the  Sumter  to  New 
Orleans. 

The  difficulties  set  forth  by  Commander  Poor  to  be  encountered  in 
the  erection  of  a  battery  above  the  Passes  are  not,  I  think,  exagger¬ 
ated,  and,  taken  in  connection  with  the  inadequate  means  and  illy 
adapted  vessels  at  my  command,  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  the- 
enterprise  would  have  to  be  abandoned.  Nevertheless,  it  shall  be 
done  if  possible. 

The  U.  S.  ships  Vincennes  and  Preble  arrived  here  on  the  3d  instant 
from  Key  West.  The  former,  though  much  lumbered  with  boxes,  etc., 
for  the  squadron,  is  taking  in  all  the  lumber  she  can  stow,  to  be  used 
in  the  construction  of  the  battery.  This  lumber  was  landed  on  Santa 
Rosa  Island  from  the  worthless  prize  taken  by  the  steamer  South 
Carolina. 

I  send  the  Vincennes  to-day  to  the  Mississippi  River,  and  she  will 
ultimately  relieve  the  St.  Louis ,  which  I  have  ordered  to  proceed  to 
Philadelphia,  with  orders  to  report  to  you  on  her  arrival. 

The  sloop  of  war  Preble  was  immediately  dispatched  to  Mississippi 
Sound  to  relieve  the  steamer  Massachusetts ,  while  the  latter  vessel 
repairs  and  cleans  her  boilers,  which  can  not  be  longer  delayed.  It 
may  be  necessary  to  detain  the  Preble  there  as  a  consort  to  the  steamer, 
as  there  are  two  passes  between  Cat,  Ship,  and  Horn  islands  which 
admit  vessels  of  deep  draft. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Niagara, 

Off  So  uth  West  Pass  of  Mississippi  River ,  September  £,  1861. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I  have  this 
day  detailed  and  sent  on  board  of  the  steamer  Water  Witch ,  to  be 
transferred  to  the  steamer  Brooklyn ,  an  officer  and  25  ordinary  sea¬ 
men  and  landsmen.  I  have  also  sent  on  board  the  Water  Witch  Cor¬ 
poral  Albert  Weber,  of  the  marine  guard,  that  he  may  be  forwarded 
to  Washington,  in  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  He  has  a  copy  of  his  account,  and  a  copy  will  be  transmitted 
to  the  Fourth  Auditor.  In  regard  to  the  information  received  by  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  that  privateers  had  eluded  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  the  blockading  vessels  and  escaped  from  the  Mississippi  River, 
I  can  only  say  that  no  vessel  has  escaped  through  this  Pass. 

If  vessels  have  got  out,  which  I  very  much  doubt,  it  was  probably 
through  the  South  Pass,  as  that  is  not  and  never  has  been  guarded.  I 
am  told  that  there  are  from  6  to  8  feet  of  water  on  the  bar;  if  this  be 
correct  a  steamer  drawing  10  or  12  feet  could  be  forced  over.  In  my 
opinion  it  would  not  be  very  difficult  for  a  fast  steamer  to  get  out  here 
on  a  very  dark  night,  for  the  current  runs  at  least  3  knots  per  hour, 
and  should  this  ship  be  riding  with  her  head  upstream,  before  the 
cable  could  be  slipped  and  her  head  paid  off  sufficiently  to  bring  her 
guns  to  bear,  a  steamer  would  be  out  of  sight;  hence  the  great  impor¬ 
tance  of  having  a  fast  steamer  to  send  in  chase.  In  my  opinion  the 
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only  effectual  way  of  blockading  this  river  would  be  to  anchor  one  or 
two  steam  sloops  and  two  or  three  gunboats  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes. 
I  deem  it  of  great  importance  that  a  steamer  should  be  stationed  off 
Barataria  and  West  bays.  Vessels  drawing  18  feet  of  water  can  enter 
there,  and  I  know  of  nothing  to  interfere  with  the  landing  [of]  cargoes. 
We  have  had  frequent  squalls,  with  thunder  and  lightning  and  heavy 
rain,  but  no  gale.  The  coal  ship  has  not  arrived.  I  was  obliged  to 
furnish  the  Rhode  Island  with  about  60  tons  of  coal,  and  I  have  now 
but  200  remaining. 

Large  vessels  should  not  be  sent  here  with  coal.  Schooners  carry¬ 
ing  from  200  to  300  tons  would  be  more  easily  and  expeditiously  dis¬ 
charged.  I  herewith  transmit  a  sick  report. 

1  understand  from  a  Northern  man  who  escaped  down  the  river  and 
got  on  board  the  Brooklyn  that  when  he  left  New  Orleans  two  weeks 
since  the  prow  steamer  was  to  be  completed  in  two  weeks.  She  is 
completely  cased  with  railroad  iron,  is  arched  over,  and  has  nothing- 
showing  above  the  deck.  She  is  fitted  to  throw  hot  water;  he  is  of 
opinion  that  she  has  but  one  gun.  1  have  on  board  six  men  whose 
terms  of  service  have  expired.  Two  of  them  were  sent  home  from  the 
East  India  Squadron.  I  request  authority  to  send  them  home  by  the 
first  opportunity,  as  they  are  urgent  for  their  discharge. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

V7.  W.  McKean, 

Captain. 


Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Pass  a  V  Outre,  September  %,  \_1861\ 

Sir:  I  received  your  several  communications  by  the  Water  Witch, 
also  Lieutenant  McFarland,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  with  wheelbar¬ 
rows,  etc.,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  battery  near  the  Head  of 
the  Passes.  As  soon  as  practicable  I  will  proceed,  in  obedience  to  your 
order,  up  the  river  to  some  suitable  site  for  said  battery.  Owing  to 
the  lowness  of  the  river  and  the  shifting  nature  of  the  bar,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  have  a  careful  survey  of  it  made  and  the  channel  buoyed. 
I  fear  even  then  it  will  be  difficult  to  pass  without  grounding.  The 
current  on  the  bar  is  so  swift  that  unless  the  Brooklyn  is  under  full 
headway  she  will  not  answer  her  helm,  but  the  moment  her  way  is 
stopped  the  tide  causes  her  to  cant  rapidly  without  reference  to  the 
helm.  I  have  on  one  or  two  occasions  approached  within  a  few  feet 
of  the  bar  and  experienced  this  difficulty  of  controlling  the  move¬ 
ments  of  the  ship. 

A  day  or  two  since  the  privateer  steamer  Ivy  stood  toward  the  bar 
as  if  with  an  intention  to  run  out.  I  got  underway  immediately  and 
stood  in  as  near  as  the  soundings  would  permit,  in  order  to  keep 
her  within  range  of  the  Brooklyn's  guns  at  point  blank.  On  this 
occasion  I  touched  the  bottom  twice  and  the  last  time  had  some  diffi¬ 
culty  in  backing  off.  The  Ivy  returned,  but  remained  all  that  night 
with  steam  up  at  the  pilot  town  near  the  bar,  head  upstream.  The 
Brooklyn  was  kept  underway  all  night  as  near  the  bar  as  practicable. 
I  knew  it  would  be  useless  to  send  in  after  her,  as  upon  sight  of  boats 
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approaching  she  would  cast  off  and  run  ofl  to  the  forts.  The  night 
following,  however,  I  sent  an  armed  expedition  in  to  examine  if  she 
had  landed  guns  or  made  any  preparations  toward  erecting  a  battery. 
No  one  was  found  there  except  the  usual  few  unarmed  citizens,  prin¬ 
cipally  pilots  and  their  families.  The  only  evidence  of  preparation 
was  a  pile  driver  on  a  wharf,  which  was  destroyed. 

Every  possible  vigilance  is  and  has  been  observed  on  board  the 
Brooklyn  to  prevent  surprise;  the  guns  and  small  arms  are  kept  loaded 
and  ready  for  immediate  use,  a  regular  sea  watch  is  kept,  lookouts 
aloft  ami  on  deck,  who  pass  the  hail  every  half  hour.  The  Brooklyn 
will  necessarily  be  in  a  very  exposed  position  in  the  river,  as  she  will 
ride  at  all  times  head  to  stream,  which  is  too  strong  to  spring  broad¬ 
side  to,  and  having  little  or  no  room  to  change  her  position,  will  be 
exposed  to  an  attack  without  being  able  to  bring  more  than  her  bow 
gun  to  bear  in  defense;  she  will  also  be  exposed  to  fire  rafts,  etc.  I 
shall,  of  course,  use  all  the  means  in  my  power  to  prevent  anything 
of  the  kind,  but  it  must  be  recollected  the  enemy  have  a  large  number 
of  steam  towboats  idle  at  New  Orleans,  besides  the  McRae ,  Ivy,  and 
Enoch  Train,  by  which  means  a  very  formidable  and  overwhelming 
force  could  be  sent  down  the  river  and  approach  the  Brooklyn  head 
on.  I  consider  it  proper  to  mention  these  facts,  that  you  may  be  able 
to  judge  of  the  difficulties  I  may  have  to  encounter,  as  1  believe  the 
erection  of  the  battery  will  bring  on  an  attack.  I  regret  to  learn  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  places  any  reliance  in  the  report  that  many 
privateers  have  eluded  the  blockade.  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  stating 
that  such  is  utterly  at  variance  with  the  truth.  The  only  privateer 
that  has  passed  the  Brooklyn  is  the  Sumter — an  unfortunate  but 
unavoidable  accident;  the  Brooklyn,  with  the  exception  of  the  occa¬ 
sion  of  her  escape,  when  she  was  performing  legitimate  blockading 
duty,  has  never  been  far  enough  from  the  bar  to  admit  vessels  passing 
out  beyond  the  reach  of  her  guns.  The  Powhatan  has  at  the  same 
time  kept  near  the  mouth  of  the  South  W est  Pass.  The  intermediate 
Passes  would  only  admit  of  vessels  drawing  8  or  10  feet  at  high  water. 
Through  these,  at  night,  it  is  possible  that  very  small  vessels  may 
have  passed  out  without  being  seen,  but  I  doubt  it  very  much.  Reports 
such  as  the  Secretary  refers  to  are  gotten  up  for  effect  in  Europe,  to 
create  an  impression  that  the  blockade  is  entirely  ineffectual.  The 
English  men-of-war,  however,  which  have  appeared  off  here,  must  be 
able  to  testify  differently.  I  hope  you  will  disabuse  the  Secretary’s 
mind  on  this  subject.  I  shall  make  a  reconnoissance  of  the  river 
to-day. 

The  procuring  of  lumber  for  a  foundation  is  extremely  doubtful, 
and  the  transporting  of  sand  will  be  attended  with  much  labor  and 
delay.  It  is  important  that  a  solid  foundation  should  be  secured  before 
the  equinox,  as  I  understand  all  the  Passes  are  overflowed  when  the 
gale  is  severe.  I  would  also  state  that  a  sailing  vessel,  without  the 
aid  of  a  steamer  to  tow  her,  will  be  useless  in  the  river.  They  can 
only  be  depended  upon  when  the  wind  is  strong  in  an  opposite  direc¬ 
tion  from  the  tide.  Quite  a  large  number  of  the  crew’s  terms  of  enlist¬ 
ment  have  expired  and  much  disappointment  is  expressed  at  not  being 
able  to  get  discharged.  I  think  it  is  bad  policy  in  the  Government, 
at  this  time,  to  give  the  men  an  opportunity  of  imagining  themselves 
unfairly  dealt  with.  If  they  are  promptly  discharged  and  paid  off 
they  will  promptly  reenlist,  but  give  them  a  grievance  and  the}’  may 
stray  off  and  seek  other  service. 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


659 


The  man  Lyons,  directed  to  be  discharged  at  request  of  Lord 
Lyons,  I  shall  send  by  the  Water  Witch ,  as  L  presume  it  was  not  the 
intention  to  send  him  up  to  New  Orleans,  after  having  witnessed  all  the 
preparations  on  board  for  the  operations  contemplated  in  the  river. 
He  represents  himself  as  being  of  age,  and  that  he  has  not  made  any 
request  himself  to  be  discharged. 

The  Sam.  Houston  delivered  the  oil.  There  are  manjr  articles  in 
yeomen’s  department  of  this  ship  for  which  requisitions  have  been 
furnished.  I  enclose  herewith  a  requisition  for  money. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  Poor. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from,  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag -Officer  McKean, 
U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  letter  from  the  State  Department  regard¬ 
ing  foreign  consuls  in  the  Southern  States. 

Navy  Department,  September  5,  1861. 
Sir:  Herewith  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter*  addressed  to  this 
Department  on  the  29th,  ultimo,  by  the  Acting  Secretary  of  State  on 
the  subject  of  foreign  consuls  in  the  insurrectionary  States.  You 
will  be  particular  to  give  instructions  to  the  commanding  officers  of 
your  squadron  respecting  intercourse  with  the  functionaries,  as  sug¬ 
gested  by  the  Acting  Secretary  of  State. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Marshall  Talbot,  esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  regarding 
the  shipment  of  arms  from  Antwerp,  Belgium. 

54  Kirwitt  Straat, 
Antwerp,  Belgium,  September  6,  1861. 
Sir:  A  large  quantity  of  arms  left  this  port  to-day  on  board  the 
Belgian  bark  Clara,  to  be  reshipped  in  the  harbor  of  Vera  Cruz  for 
Texan  ports. 

Very  respectfully,  yours* 

Marshall  Talbot. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  ^  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Mervine, 
ZJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  dispatching  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Rhode 
Lsland. 

Navy  Department,  September  6,  1861. 
Sir:  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  D.  Trenchard,  commanding  U.  S. 
S.  Rhode  Lsland,  with  dispatches  for  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


*See  Series  I,  volume  6,  p.  178. 
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has  been  directed  to  report  himself  to  you  immediately  on  his  arrival, 
and  also  to  place  the  Rhode  Island  at  your  disposal. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Commodore  Wm.  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Key  West ,  Fla. 


Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Mervine , 
U  S.  Navy,  for  the  transfer  of  the  Gulf  Squadron  to  the  command 
of  Captain  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  September  6,  1861. 


Sir:  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  transfer  your  command,  with 
all  instructions,  papers,  etc.,  pertaining  to  it  to  your  successor,  Captain 
William  W.  McKean,  and  you  will  then  regard  yourself  as  detached 
from  the  command  of  the  United  States  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

The  steamer  Rhode  Island  is  placed  at  your  disposal,  and  you  will 
return  in  that  vessel  to  New  York,  reporting  your  arrival  by  letter 
to  the  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

G.  A7.  Fox, 
Acting  Secretary. 


Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  McKean ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  appoint  e/1  to  command  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  September  6,  1861. 

Sir:  Flag-Officer  Mervine  has  been  directed  to  transfer  to  }mu  the 
squadron  under  his  command,  together  with  all  papers,  instructions, 
etc.,  pertaining  thereto,  which,  when  completed,  you  are  authorized 
to  hoist  your  flag  as  the  commander  of  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 
and  proceed  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 


Captain  AVm.  AY.  McKean, 

Appointed  to  Command  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  McKean,  JJ.  S. 

Navy,  upon  assuming  command  of  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  . 

Navy  Department,  September  6,  1861. 

Sir:  The  condition  of  public  affairs  is  such  that  the  country  demands 
the  best  men  in  the  service  should  be  called  upon  to  command  her 
navies  and  armies.  In  the  efforts  of  the  Government  to  suppress  the 
causeless  conspiracy  that  has  been  organized  against  it,  high  and  respon¬ 
sible  duties  devolve  on  the  Navy,  and  especially  on  the  squadron  in  the 
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Gulf.  It  is  absolutely  essential  that  the  interdiction  of  commerce  with 
the  insurgents  should  be  rigidly  enforced;  and  to  that  end  the  best 
talents  in  the  service  are  required  at  every  point  on  the  extended  coast 
guarded  by  our  squadrons. 

The  energy  and  promptitude  displayed  by  yourself  on  various  occa¬ 
sions  have  impressed  the  Department  with  the  conviction  that  the 
country  will  be  benefited  by  assigning  you  a  more  responsible  posi¬ 
tion,  and  1  have  therefore  intrusted  to  you  the  command  of  the  squad¬ 
ron  in  tlie  Gulf.  From  the  orders  and  instructions  heretofore  issued 
to  your  predecessor,  and  which  he  will  transfer  to  you,  the  general 
views  and  policy  of  the  Department  and  the  Government  will  be 
obtained.  But  much,  after  all,  must  be  committed  to  the  judgment 
and  discretion  of  the  flag-officer,  who  will  make  his  own  decisions  and 
act  on  his  own  responsibility  without  waiting  orders  or  receiving  spe¬ 
cific  instructions  from  the  Department  in  the  emergencies  that  must 
necessarily  arise. 

It  is  because  I  have  confidence  in  your  judgment,  as  well  as  in  your 
energy  and  force  of  character,  that  I  have  called  you  to  this  impor¬ 
tant  command. 

You  have  a  difficult  duty  to  perform,  but  this  you  will  meet  with 
alacrity,  and,  I  feel  assured,  will  surmount,  to  your  own  and  the  coun¬ 
try’s  satisfaction.  To  lock  up  the  outlets  of  the  great  central  valley 
of  the  continent  so  that  her  products  in  that  portion  of  the  insurgent 
States  shall  not  reach  the  ocean,  and  so  that  the  craving  wants  of  her 
population  for  the  products  of  other  lands  shall  not  be  supplied  while 
their  hands  are  raised  against  the  Government,  will  demand  your  spe¬ 
cial  attention.  I  need  not  enlarge  upon  its  importance,  and  of  the 
embarrassments  you  will  experience  in  closing  the  passes  and  numer¬ 
ous  bayous  and  inlets  along  the  whole  coast.  These  difficulties  will 
present  themselves  to  you,  and  on  the  resources  of  your  own  mind, 
with  such  assistance  as  the  Department  can  send  you,  must  you  rely 
to  remove  them. 

Such  information  as  we  receive  will  be  forwarded  to  you  from  time 
to  time  by  the  first  opportunity. 

Some  important  suggestions  in  relation  to  closing  the  Mississippi 
by  fortifications,  as  well  as  by  vessels,  have  been  made,  and  will  demand 
your  earnest  and  immediate  attention.  The  batteries  on  Ship  Island 
and  at  other  important  points  have,  perhaps,  become  formidable,  and 
may  require  additional  force  to  demolish  or  capture  them. 

But  on  these  and,  indeed,  all  other  questions,  we  shall  rely  on  your 
capacity,  sound  discretion,  judgment,  and  decision.  In  these  I  have 
great  confidence,  as  well  as  in  the  rightfulness  of  our  cause. 

There  are  in  our  Navy  ability  and  power,  which,  if  drawn  out  and 
given  scope,  will  do  honor  to  the  service  and  the  country.  The  ambi¬ 
tion  and  energies  of  these  men  must  not  be  repressed  by  mere  forms, 
and  times  and  exigencies  like  these  will  develop  character  and  effi¬ 
ciency.  Such  material  you  will  have  opportunity  to  encourage  and 
promote,  and  I  commend  them  to  your  consideration. 

Report  frequently  and  fully  to  the  Department.  Wishing  you  every 
success,  and  in  the  belief  that  you  will  attain  it, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West,  Fla. 
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Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag  -  Officer  McKean , 
U  S.  Navy ,  regarding  weekly  tabular  statements  of  vessels  spoken 
and  hoarded. 

Navy  Department,  September  6,  1861. 
Sir:  Direct  the  commander  of  each  vessel  under  your  command  to 
furnish  you  with  a  tabular  statement,  weekly,  of  each  and  every  ves¬ 
sel  seen  and  boarded,  with  date,  name,  name  of  captain,  nationality, 
position,  cargo,  where  from,  where  bound,  and  such  other  remarks  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary.  All  commanders  will  take  care  to  exam¬ 
ine  the  character  of  every  vessel  within  their  reach. 

Yon  will  send  a  copy  of  these  reports  to  the  Department  as  oppor¬ 
tunity  occurs,  with  explanations,  if  any  vessel  shall  be  seen  and  not 
thoroughly  examined. 

The  frigate  Potomac  has  sailed  to  join  your  squadron. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Captain  W.  W.  McKean, 

Appointed  Flag-  Officer ,  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Commander  Poor ,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Quackenbush ,  U.S. 

Navy,  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia  in  charge  of  prize  hark  Macao. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Pass  a  V  Outre,  Louisiana,  September  6,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  American  bark  Macao ,  of  Charleston, 
as  per  permanent  register,  and  of  New  Orleans  by  consular  certificate, 
and  proceed  with  her  as  a  prize  to  the  port  of  Philadelphia  for  adjudi¬ 
cation. 

On  your  arrival  at  Philadelphia  report  yourself  first  to  the  senior 
naval  officer  present  and  immediately  thereafter  take  the  necessary 
steps  for  placing  the  said  bark  in  the  hands  of  the  legalty  constituted 
authorities  for  receiving  and  adjudicating  prizes. 

Should  you  find  it  will  detain  you  on  account  of  adverse  winds  to 
enter  Philadelphia,  you  will  then  go  to  New  York,  carrying  out  the 
same  orders  as  above. 

Sailmaker  Boom  and  10  men  have  been  detailed  as  prize  crew  to 
accompany  you.  The  commanding  naval  officer  will  direct  you  how  to 
dispose  of  them  after  your  arrival. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  Poor, 

Commander. 

Lieutenant  J.  N.  Quackenbush,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Mervine ,  U.  S.  Navy,  responding  to  the  Depart¬ 
ments  criticism  of  his  apparent  inactivity  in  relation  to  Ship  Island. 

No.  21.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  September  9,  1861. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  confidential 
dispatch  of  the  23d  ultimo,  in  which  you  express  your  surprise  and 
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regret  that  I  permitted  such  an  “important  position  as  Ship  Island  to 
he  fortified  and  retained  by  the  rebels,”  and  in  which  you  charge  me 
with  “apparent  inactivity  and  indifference.” 

I  need  not  say,  sir,  that  my  surprise  and  regret  is  fully  as  great  as 
your  own  to  find  that  the  belief  of  dereliction  of  duty  on  my  part  is 
entertained  by  you  without  your  knowledge  or  enquiry  whether  there 
was  foundation  for  the  charge;  nay,  more,  sir,  I  am  deeply  grieved  at 
the  rebuke,  which,  for  the  first  time  in  the  course  of  nearly  fifty -three 
years’  service,  has  been  administered  to  me  for  neglect  of  duty.  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  show  to  your  satisfaction  that  the  reproof  was  unde¬ 
served  on  my  part. 

1  think,  sir,  the  records  of  the  War  Department  will  bear  me  out  in 
saying  that  the  fortifications  on  Ship  Island  were  constructed,  if  not 
prior  to,  at  least  during  the  time  that  Department  was  under  the  con¬ 
trol  of  Jefferson  Davis. 

The  first  instructions  I  received  from  the  Department  were  so  per¬ 
emptory  that  I  should  give  my  whole  attention  to  make  the  blockade 
I  was  sent  to  establish  an  effective  one,  that  I  did  not  feel  justified 
in  removing  the  vessels  from  their  stations  to  make  any  side  move¬ 
ments,  however  important  they  might  appear  to  be.  Complaints  of  the 
inefficiency  of  the  blockade  in  late  dispatches  from  the  Department 
confirmed  me  in  that  belief. 

In  a  recent  dispatch  I  gave  you  the  disposition  of  the  vessels 
under  my  command,  from  which  it  appears  that  but  a  single  vessel, 
the  Water  Witch,  was  not  on  blockading  duty.  Even  then,  all  ports 
which  should  have  been,  were  not,  blockaded,  and  in  one  case,  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  intimated  wishes  of  the  Department,  I  made  the  blockade 
of  one  port  (Apalachicola)  effective  only  by  raising  that  of  another. 

The  officers  of  this  ship  can  bear  witness  to  my  desire  and  intention 
of  making  an  attack  on  Ship  Island,  to  the  eagerness  with  which  I 
have  looked  for  the  arrival  of  vessels  to  enable  me  to  make  the  proper 
demonstration  against  a  fort  garrisoned  by  800  men,  to  the  numerous 
exercises  and  drills  by  which  this  vessel  was  put  in  an  effective  condi¬ 
tion  for  such  an  attack. 

In  regard  to  the  remark  that  I  have  “large  ships  and  heavy  bat¬ 
teries,”  it  may  not  be  improper  to  say  that,  rather  than  being  a  reason 
why  1  should  have  made  the  attack,  that  fact  is  a  sufficient  excuse  for 
my  not  doing  so,  as  on  consultation  with  those  officers  best  acquainted 
with  the  localitv,  and  from  an  inspection  of  the  charts  since  I  proposed 
the  expedition,"  I  find  that  1  could  not  bring  a  vessel  drawing  over  20 
feet  of  water  nearer  than  2  miles  to  the  island. 

I  have  not,  as  yet,  been  able  to  leave  this  station  for  any  purpose. 
The  recent  additions  to  the  squadron  have  only  been  made  in  time  to 
take  the  place  of  vessels  compelled  to  go  north  for  repairs.  One  of 
these  late  arrivals,  the  Santee,  came  in  here  with  a  disabled  rudder. 
This  is  being  repaired,  but  in  her  present  condition  she  is  compara¬ 
tively  useless.  Even  now  the  squadron  under  my  command  is  one  less 
in  number  than  when  1  reported  to  you  the  names  and  stations  of  the 
vessels.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  simple  statement  of  the  condition  in 
which  I  have  been,  and  am  placed,  is  sufficient  to  remove  the  charge 
of  inactivity  and  indifference  from  my  shoulders. 

In  regard  to  the  substitution  of  small  vessels  for  temporary  block¬ 
ading  duty  while  an  attack  was  made  upon  the  point  referred  to,  with 
all  due  deference,  I  request  that  you  will  name  the  number  of  that 
class  of  vessels  under  my  command  at  the  date  of  your  dispatch. 
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The  reminder  that  I  have  under  me  “young-  and  willing-  officers, ” 
appears  to  justify  the  inference  that  some  of  them  have  given  expres¬ 
sion  to  their  impatience  at  a  forced  inactivity  in  a  manner  which  has 
reflected  upon  me,  though  I  can  not  believe  you  would  give  credence 
to  such  representations  without  informing  me  of  their  nature. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  it  is  fitting  that  I  should  inform  you  of  a 
proposed  night  attack  upon  Fort  McKee,  [Fla.].  This  was  to  have 
been  made  on  the  night  of  the  5th  instant,  and  the  attacking  force  was 
to  consist  of  300  soldiers  and  sailors.  I  detailed,  on  our  part,  the 
requisite  number  of  officers  and  men  and  had  every  preparation  made, 
even  to  a  friction  fuze  with  which  to  blow  open  the  gate  of  the  fort. 
Captain  Bailey  was  to  have  taken  the  command  of  the  naval  force 
engaged  in  the  expedition.  On  the  evening  of  the  4th,  myself,  Cap¬ 
tain  Bailey,  and  the  officers  detailed  went  to  Fort  Pickens  to  consult 
with  Colonel  Brown  and  his  officers,  and  to  settle  upon  a  definite  plan 
of  procedure.  On  our  arrival,  Colonel  Brown  informed  us  that  after 
consulting  with  his  officers  he  had  concluded  not  to  make  the  attempt, 
the  result  of  the  expedition  being  so  uncertain  and  the  effects  of  a 
repulse  so  disastrous. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  sir,  that  I  am  an  old  man,  and  I 
suppose  am  consequently  a  fit  object  for  the  application  of  the  term 
“old  fogy.’’  However  that  may  be,  when  the  time  comes  for  action 
and  the  encountering  of  danger,  I  hope  to  be  found  as  ready  and  will¬ 
ing  as  the  youngest  and  bravest  of  our  officers. 

If  it  appears  to  you  that  1  have  been  too  extended  in  my  reply,  or 
have  spoken  too  strongly,  I  must  crave  your  indulgence,  for  I  hold 
that  charges  of  inactivity  and  neglect  of  dut}^  are  at  all  times,  and 
especially  at  this  crisis  of  the  affairs  of  the  Republic,  too  grave  in  their 
nature  to  be  treated  with  indifference. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AVm.  Mervine, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Pope,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Richmond ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  construction  of  lottery  at  the  Head  of  Passes,  in 
Mississippi  River. 

Flagship  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  September  11,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  immediately  with  the  vessel  under  j^our  com¬ 
mand  to  Pass  a  l’Outre  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  on  your  arrival 
there  receive  from  the  steamer  Brooklyn  tents  and  mosquito  bars  for 
the  use  of  the  men  engaged  in  the  construction  of  a  battery  at  the  Head 
of  the  Passes,  also  a  quantity  of  plank  for  the  same  work,  and  the  men 
belonging  to  the  U.  S.  frigate  Niagara.  An  army  engineer  has  been 
detailed  to  superintend  the  construction  of  the  work,  on  which  are 
to  be  mounted  five  Dahlgren  guns,  now  probably  on  their  way  from 
Tortugas. 

\  ou  will  cross  the  bar  as  soon  as  practicable  and  proceed  in  the 
accomplishment  of  the  work  with  all  expedition,  in  which  you  will  be 
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assisted  by  the  sloop  of  war  Vincennes  until  I  can  replace  her  with  a 
steamer.  If  the  Brooklyn  has  any  rifled  howitzers  on  board  of  her 
you  will  receive  them  on  board  your  vessel,  as  also  squadron  regula¬ 
tions,  signals,  unexecuted  orders,  and  all  papers  relating  to  the  block¬ 
ade  which  have  been  sent  to  Commander  Poor. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  John  Pope, 

U.'  S.  S.  Richmond. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  IT.  S.  bark 
J.  C.  Kuhn ,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Key  West ,  Fla. 

U.  S.  Ship  J.  C.  Kuhn, 

Key  West ,  September  11,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place  this  day 
with  a  cargo  of  coal,  white-pine  planks,  and  two  whaleboats. 

I  have  reported  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Breese,  of  the  Wan¬ 
derer,  who  has  detained  me  here  and  ordered  me  to  send  down  my 
light  yards  and  moor  ship. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  G.  Lee. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Comdg.  Gulf  Squadron,  IT  S.  S.  Colorado,  of  Fort  Pickens. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Alden,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina,  to  protect  the  passes  off 

Barataria  Bay. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  September  1%,  1861. 

Sir:  On  the  arrival  of  the  frigate  Santee  off  Galveston  Bar  you  will 
proceed  immediately  to  the  passes  oft  Barataria  Bay.  Ihe  lebels  aie 
expecting  to  receive  a  large  quantity  of  arms  and  to  land  them  in  the 
vicinity  of  Barataria  Bay.  I  need  not  urge  upon  you  unceasing  and 
sleepless  energy  and  effort  in  frustrating  their  designs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  \ 

Commander  James  Alden, 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina,  off  Galveston. 


Report  of  Commander  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
South  Carolina ,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  schooner 
Soledad  Cos,  September  11,  1861. 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina, 

Off  Galveston,  September  13,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  captured,  on  the  11th 
instant,  off  this  port,  a  schooner  loaded  with  about  20  tons  of  coffee, 
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called  the  Soledad  Cos ,  or  rather  she  had  that  name  printed  on  her 
stern  and  purporting  to  belong  to  Tampico.  She,  however,  proved 
to  be  an  old  acquaintance,  a  vessel  that  came  out  of  Galveston  soon 
after  our  arrival  here  in  answer  to  our  signal  to  communicate  with 
the  shore,  her  true  name  being  the  Anna  Taylor ,  of  Galveston,  which 
is  erased  from  her  stern  but  clearly  visible  on  her  head.  Her  captain 
I  knew  immediately.  He  owned  up  at  once.  It  appears  he  drew 
only  2  or  3  feet  of  water  and  slipped  out  of  the  San  Luis  Pass, 
which  is  the  other  (south)  end  of  Galveston  Island,  and  went  to  Tam¬ 
pico,  where  he  made  a  sham  sale  of  his  vessel,  altered  her  name,  and 
thence  went  to  Vera  Cruz,  where  they  obtained  the  coffee  and  Mexi¬ 
can  ffag;  and  when  we  caught  him  he  was  evidently  trying  to  get  in, 
although  he  had  cleared  for  Matamoras  and  Key  West.  His  papers, 
too,  were  so  irregular  that  I  did  not  hesitate  to  make  him  a  prize,  and 
I  shall  send  him,  or  rather  the  coffee,  to  New  York  by  the  first  con¬ 
veyance,  as  the  vessel  is  not  fit  to  go,  having  a  center  board  and  draws 
only  3  feet  of  water. 

Everything  is  very  quiet  since  my  last,  and  I  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  JJ.  S.  Gulf  Squadron,  of  Fort  Pickens. 


Report  of  Flag-  0  fleer  Mervine ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general  matters 

pertaining  to  his  command. 

No.  22.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  September  13,  1861. 

Sir:  By  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Connecticut  at  this  anchorage, 
on  the  8th  instant,  I  am  in  receipt  of  dispatches  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment.  *  *  *  1 

I  have  to  report  that  the  Santee  came  in  here  on  the  5th  instant,  on 
her  return  from  Key  West,  with  a  disabled  rudder.  This  has  been 
repaired,  although  a  new  rudderhead  will  eventually  be  required. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Ellison  will  give  the 
particulars  of  the  loss  of  the  schooner  J.  Appleton ,  formerly  in  the 
revenue  service.  I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  another  letter*  from  him, 
giving  the  details  of  the  destruction  of  the  ship  Finland  at  Apala¬ 
chicola. 

1  our  informant,  G.  J .  Davis,  says  in  his  letter  of  August  7  that  he 
has  positive  information  that  the  privateer  Sumter  was  at  New 
Orleans,  coaling,  on  the  23d  July.  By  reference  to  the  letter  of  R. 
Semmes,  her  commander,  taken  from  the  prize  schooner  Abby  Brad¬ 
ford, and  forwarded  to  you,  you  will  see  that  the  steamer  was  at  the 
.  island  of  Curacao  from  the  17th  to  the  24th  of  July,  and  on  the  25th 
she  captured  the  Abby  Bradford,  off  La  Guayra.  So  it  appears  that 
this  confidential  communication,  like  others  which  have  been  for- 
waided  to  me,  is  utterly  false  in  its  statements,  and  I  believe  has  been 
sent  to  the  Department  from  motives  of  personal  interest,  to  say  the 

168-St. 


*  See  report  dated  August  29,  1861,  p.  646. 
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As  previously  reported  to  you,  I  have  ordered  Lieutenant  F.  Winslow 
to  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Water  Witch ,  and  in  his  place  I  have 
ordered  Lieutenant  S.  L.  Breese  to  take  passage  to  New  York  in  the 
Connecticut  and  to  report  to  you  on  his  arrival. 

Lieutenant  J.  H.  Spotts,  whom  you  directed  me  to  order  for  duty 
on  board  this  ship,  preferred  taking  the  command  of  the  Wanderer , 
to  which  vessel  I  have  ordered  him  in  the  place  of  Lieutenant  Breese, 
as  I  deemed  that  an  older  and  more  experienced  officer  than  the  gen¬ 
tleman  last  named  was  required  to  fill  that  position.  I  hope  that  these 
changes  may  meet  with  your  approval. 

I  have  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond  at  this  anchor¬ 
age  on  the  12tn  instant.  She  brought,  at  the  urgent  request  of  com¬ 
manding  officer  at  Fort  Jefferson,  an  artillery  company  for  Fort 
Pickens.  I  regret  to  report  that  she  had  a  case  of  yellow  fever  on 
board.  B}t  her,  I  have  intelligence  of  the  death,  at  sea,  of  Lieutenant 
Commanding  William  H.  Ball,  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Marion.  He  died 
suddenly  on  the  10th  instant  of  disease  of  the  heart.  I  detached  from 
the  Richmond  Lieutenant  N.  C.  Bryant  to  take  the  command  of  the 
Marion.  I  ordered  to  the  Richmond  Acting  Master  David  L.  Wilcox, 
who  had  orders  from  the  Department  to  the  U.  S.  ship  St.  Louis.  I 
dispatched  the  Richmond  the  same  day  to  relieve  the  Brooklyn  and  to 
take  charge  of  erecting  the  battery  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  order¬ 
ing  the  latter  vessel  to  the  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia. 

I  also  sent  the  Santee ,  the  same  day,  to  relieve  the  South  Carolina , 
off  Galveston,  ordering  the  latter  vessel  to  cruise  off  Barataria  Bay,  to 
intercept  if  possible  arms  expected  by  the  rebels. 

Most  of  the  steamers  in  the  squadron  are  condensing  water  enough 
for  their  own  use,  but  I  am  in  great  need  of  a  proper  vessel  to  supply 
the  sailing  vessels  with  wood  and  water.  All  the  places  where  the 
latter  article  can  be  obtained  are  in  the  possession  of  the  rebels. 
Since  the  Wanderer  has  taken  the  place  of  the  Crusader ,  1  have  had 
no  vessel  for  the  purpose.  If  wood  and  water  can  be  taken  on  the 
coal  vessels  purchased  by  the  Government,  or  on  the  supply  steamers, 
and  be  distributed  to  the  vessels  in  want  of  either,  it  will  answer  every 

purpose.  ,  ,  ..  , 

Colonel  Brown  has  urgently  requested  me  to  allow  a  company  ot 
sappers  and  miners  and  some  invalids  and  deserters  from  the  rebels  to 
be  sent  north  in  the  Connecticut. 

As  it  appears  that  the  soldiers  are  much  needed  at  the  Morth,  1  have 
given  my  consent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  6. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  CuYLER, 

Tampa  Bay ,  August  17 ,  1861. 

Sir:  On  receipt  of  your  order  to  blockade  the  North  East  Pass  of 
Apalachicola,  our  water  was  reduced  to  300  gallons,  which  I  endeav¬ 
ored  to  replenish  from  Egmont  Key  with  the  aid  of  the  schooner 

Appleton. 
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To  facilitate  this  movement,  as  well  as  to  clean  the  boilers,  which 
were  represented  by  the  engineer  to  be  in  an  unsafe  condition,  I  came 
into  the  bay  and  anchored  near  the  watering  place  on  Egmont  Key. 
After  obtaining  a  sufficient  supply  for  present  purposes,  and  having 
stopped  a  leak  of  some  magnitude  in  one  of  the  boilers,  I  was  about  to 
proceed  to  sea  in  execution  of  your  orders  (on  the  15th  instant)  when 
it  came  on  to  blow  very  heavily  from  northward  and  eastward  and  in  a 
few  hours  increased  to  a  gale  of  great  violence. 

The  Appleton  parted  her  cables  and  went  ashore  near  the  light¬ 
house  before  1  was  able  to  render  her  any  assistance.  She  was  driven 
on  the  beach  some  30  feet  above  low-water  mark.  After  the  gale 
abated,  finding  myself  without  means  to  get  her  afloat,  which,  under 
any  circumstances,  would  have  been  exceedingly  doubtful,  having  only 
my  two  bower  anchors  to  depend  on,  the  schooner’s  anchor  being  lost, 
and  deeming  her  of  too  little  value  to  incur  the  delay  of  making  what  I 
considered  a  futile  attempt  at  best,  I  directed  her  to  be  burned,  after 
saving  from  her  everything  of  any  value,  sails,  spars,  etc.,  and  she 
was  totally  destroyed  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
rebels. 


The  gale  was  one  of  great  violence,  commencing  at  N.  N.  E.,  and 
terminating  in  about  thirty  hours  with  the  wind  at  S.  S.  E.,  with  a 
heavy  sea.  1  regard  it  as  providential  that  the  ship  rode  it  out  in  safety, 
with  only  two  anchors  of  1,800  pounds  each,  and  her  chains,  respec¬ 
tively,  1|  and  If  and  about  90  fathoms  with  a  scope  of  75  fathoms  on 
one  and  45  fathoms  on  the  other.  I  would  respectfully  call  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  ground  tackling  of  this  vessel;  a  ship  of 
over  1,200  tons,  with  an  immense  surface  exposed,  with  anchors  and 
chains  that  are  ordinarily  used  for  a  gun  brig  or  schooner. 

We  had  three  anchors  on  leaving  New  York;  a  light  one  of  1,500 
pounds  was  slipped  off  Tampa  Bar  some  weeks  since  when  anchored 
in  4  fathoms  of  water  near  the  bar,  and  as  the  buoy  did  not  watch  I 
could  not  recover  it. 

I  can  not,  sir,  close  this  dispatch  without  an  expression  of  my  opinion 
as  shown  from  the  above  facts,  as  well  as  from  others  that  are  obvious 
to  every  professional  man,  of  the  inefficiency  of  this  vessel  for  war 
purposes,  and  I  feel  it  the  more  to  be  my  duty  to  represent  this  to  you, 
as  1  have  been  informed  that  the  enormous  amount  of  $180,000  is 
asked  for  her  by  her  owners. 

It  would  be  an  imposition  upon  the  Government,  for  thev  would  not 
get  an  equivalent  in  any  use  to  which  they  might  apply  her,  unless  it 
were  as  a  transport. 

.  8>he  is  a  fine  ship  for  the  purpose  for  which  she  was  originally 
intended,  sails  tolerably  fast,  and  consumes  but  little  coal,  going  10 
and  11  knots  with  a  consumption  of  about  12  tons  per  diem. 

,  T°  increase  her  speed  would,  of  course,  require  a  larger  amount  of 
fuel. 

But  as  foi  an  efficient  war  steamer,  no  amount  of  money  expended 
on  her  would  make  her  available. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  B.  Ellison, 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine,  Captain. 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Captain  Ellison ,  U  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U  S.  S.  R.  R. 

Cuyler ,  regarding  the  chase  by  that  vessel  of  a  Confederate  armed 

schooner  off  Apalachicola. 

U.  S.  S.  Cuyler, 

Off  Apalachicola ,  September  13,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
It  th  instant  an  armed  rebel  schooner  was  observed  in  the  bay,  beating 
down  toward  the  light- house  on  Dog  Island.  When  she  had  passed  to 
windward  of  the  channel  way  I  got  underway  and  stood  in  over  the  bar 
in  pursuit  of  her.  (I  had  ascertained  a  few  days  previously  by  sound¬ 
ing  out  the  bar  and  entrance  to  the  bay  that  with  our  present  light 
draft,  14  feet  9  inches,  we  could  get  in.)  She  bore  up  for  shoal  water, 
and  ran  ashore  near  Crooked  River.  I  approached  as  near  as  possible 
and  anchored  in  3  fathoms  water  and  commenced  firing  upon  her,  but 
as  our  shot  fell  short,  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  venture  in  to  shoaler 
water  and  incur  the  risk  of  getting  aground.  I  returned  to  our  an¬ 
chorage  at  the  outer  buoy,  and  at  8  o’clock  next  morning  proceeded 
to  the  West  Pass  for  the  Montgomery ,  hoping  that,  will)  her  light 
draft  of  water,  she  would  be  enabled  to  get  near  enough  to  shell 
her.  Commander  Shaw  promptly  complied  with  my  wishes,  and  at 
5  o’ lock  p.  m.  we  reentered  the  bay,  the  Montgomery  taking  a  position 
in  shoal  water  near  the  mouth  of  Crooked  River,  whilst  this  ship  re¬ 
mained  in  3  fathoms  water.  The  rebels  had  meanwhile  got  the  schooner 
afloat  and  carried  her  so  high  up  the  river  that  it  was  impossible  to 
reach  her  with  the  guns,  and  believing  that  an  attempt  to  capture  her 
with  the  boats,  in  her  strong  position  some  2  miles  up  a  narrow  river, 
would  be  a  useless  risk  of  the  lives  of  officers  and  men  for  so  com¬ 
paratively  trifling  a  result,  I  abandoned  the  attempt  and  returned  to 
our  station  outside,  the  Montgomery  proceeding  to  the  West  Pass. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  when  you  consider  the  size  and  draft  of  water  of 
this  ship,  without  a  launch  or  boats  sufficiently  large  to  carry  out  an 
anchor,  without  even  a  kedge  on  board,  or  any  of  the  ordinary  means 
and  appliances  for  getting  the  ship  off,  in  the  event  of  grounding,  you 
will  not  regard  me  as  having  been  over  prudent,  or  attribute  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  making  a  capture  to  extreme  caution. 

I  am  compelled  to  say  that  the  ship  is  not  properly  fitted  toi  such 
service,  and  for  the  reasons  assigned.  Furthermore,  I  would  take 
this  opportunity  of  stating  that  I  was  not  allowed  quartermasters, 
and  when  we  commenced  firing  upon  the  rebels,  having  previously 
directed  the  colors  to  be  hoisted,  I  discovered  to  my  amazement  that 
the  cornet  had  been  hoisted  at  the  peak  instead  of  the  ensign.  The 
error  was  corrected  as  soon  as  detected,  but  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be 
exaggerated  and  misrepresented.  The  schooner  showed  no  colors  at 
any  time,  and  only  fired  once  from  a  long  gun  amidships. 

I  have  endeavored  as  far  as  it  is  my  power  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of 
your  dispatch  to  me,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so.  Hoping  to  merit 

and  receive  your  approbation, 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  • 

Francis  B.  Ellison, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine,  7 .  .  ,,  . 

'  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
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Report  of  Commanded'  Smith ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Massachusetts ,  regarding  the  fortifying  of  Ghandeleur  Island. 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

Off  Ghandeleur  Island ,  September  13 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  report  that  I  have,  with  the  assistance  of 
Captain  French,  fortified  Ghandeleur  Island  and  established  the  light 
for  the  accommodation  of  vessels  of  war  bound  to  this  place,  and  for 
the  greater  security  of  such  as  are  or  may  be  maintaining  the  blockade 
of  the  passes  to  Mississippi  Sound. 

[It  isj  the  first  step,  though  possessing  no  real  utility  as  a  work  of 
defense,  except  in  the  event  of  an  attempt  being  made  to  land  a  force 
at  night  in  boats  in  my  absence  from  the  island.  I  have  regarded  it 
as  of  some  importance  when  the  facts  shall  have  been  communicated 
to  the  public  through  the  Southern  press,  as  it  will  be  through  the 
medium  of  two  liberated  fishermen  who  have  been  deceived  as  to  the 
number,  character,  and  caliber  of  the  guns  landed. 

All  particulars  in  connection  with  this  movement,  with  my  reasons 
for  the  same,  will  be  communicated  by  Lieutenant  Charles  H.  Cushman, 
who  is  the  bearer  of  my  dispatch. 

Should  my  course  meet  with  your  approval  in  regard  to  the  light,  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Light-House  Board  be  notified  that 
the  present  supply  of  oil  will  be  exhausted  by  the  15th  of  November 
next,  and  a  roll  of  wicking  for  a  fourth-order  Parker  lamp  be  required. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Massachusetts  is  again 
under  steam,  and  I  hope  that  I  shall  not  have  occasion  to  trouble  you 
with  further  reports  of  my  inefficiency  for  a  long  time  to  come. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Destruction  of  the  Confederate  privateer  schooner  Judah  at  the  Pensa¬ 
cola  navy  yard  by  a  boat  expedition  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Colorado , 
September  If  1861. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Colorado, 

Of  Port  Pickens ,  September  15 ,  1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  boat  expedition  was 
^  this  ship  on  the  night  of  the  13th  instant,  consisting* 

of  the  first  launch,  first,  second,  and  third  cutters,  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenants  Russell,  Sproston,  Blake,  and  Midshipman  Steece, 
respectively,  assisted  by  Captain  Reynolds,  of  the  marines,  Assistant 
Kennedy,  Assistant  Engineer  V  hite,  Gunner  Borton,  and 
Midshipmen  Forrest  and  Higginson.  The  whole  force  detailed  con¬ 
sisted  of  about  100  men,  officers,  sailors  and  marines.  The  object  of 
the  expedition  was  the  destruction  of  a  schooner  Avhich  lav  off  the 
1  ensacola  navy  yard,  supposed  to  be  fitting  out  as  a  privateer,  and 
the  spiking  of  a  gun,  in  battery,  at  the  southeast  end  of  the  yard, 
the  movements  of  the  schooner  had  been  assiduous!}'  watched  for 
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several  days  and  nights,  and  1  deemed  it  so  morally  certain  that  she 
was  intended  for  a  privateer  that  I  determined  the  attempt  should  be 
made  to  destroy  her,  even  in  face  of  the  fearful  odds  which  would 
have  to  be  encountered. 

Lieutenant  Russell  had  charge  of  the  expedition,  and  with  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Blake  was  to  attack  the  vessel,  while  Lieutenant  Sproston  and 
Midshipman  Steece  spiked  the  gun. 

The  attack  was  made  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant  at  3:30 
o’clock.  The  schooner,  named  the  Judah ,  was  found  moored  to  the 
wharf  under  the  protection  of  a  battery  and  fieldpiece,  and  to  be 
armed  with  a  pivot  and  four  broadside  guns.  Her  crew  was  on  her 
and  prepared  to  receive  our  forces,  pouring  in  a  volley  of  musketry  as 
the  boats  neared  the  vessel.  A  desperate  resistance  was  made  from 
the  decks  of  the  schooner,  but  her  men  were  driven  off  on  to  the  wharf 
by  our  boarders,  where  they  rallied  and  were  joined  by  the  guard 
and  kept  up  a  continued  lire  upon  our  men.  In  the  meantime  the  ves¬ 
sel  was  set  on  fire  in  several  places.  That  which  finally  consumed  her 
•  was  lighted  in  the  cabin  by  Assistant  Engineer  White  and  Patrick 
Driscoll,  who  went  as  a  volunteer.  She  burned  to  the  water’s  edge 
and  has  since,  while  burning,  been  set  free  from  her  moorings,  and  has 
drifted  down  opposite  Fort  Barrancas,  where  she  has  sunk. 

Of  the  party  assigned  to  attend  to  the  spiking  of  the  gun,  only  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Sproston  and  Gunner  Borton  were  able,  after  considerable  search, 
to  find  it,  the  party  becoming  separated  in  the  darkness.  No  opposi¬ 
tion  being  made  to  their  landing,  Mr.  Steece,  with  his  command,  had 
gone  to  the  aid  of  those  on  the  schooner,  where  he  performed  valuable 
service. 

Very  fortunately,  only  one  man  was  found  in  charge  of  the  gun,  and 
he  immediately  leveled  his  piece  at  Lieutenant  Sproston,  but  was  shot 
down  by  Gunner  Borton  before  he  could  obtain  certain  aim,  both 
pieces  exploding  simultaneously.  The  gun,  which  .was  found  to  be  a 
X-inch  columbiad,  was  immediately  spiked,  and  bringing  off  its  tom- 
pion  as  a  trophy,  these  two  officers  returned  to  their  boat.  The  work 
proposed  having  thus  been  well  and  thoroughly  done,  in  the  short 
space  of  fifteen  minutes,  and  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  in  the  yard 
(reported  by  deserters  as  over  a  thousand  strong)  being  aroused,  our 
boats  pulled  away,  and  rallying  at  a  short  distance  from  the  shore,  fired 
six  charges  of  canister  from  their  howitzers  into  the  yard,  with  what 
result  it  is  impossible  to  say.  Three  of  the  enemy  are  known  to  have 
been  killed,  and  our  officers  are  confident  the  number  is  much  larger. 
The  boats  then  returned  to  the  ship,  arriving  there  about  daylight. 

But,  sir,  I  am  grieved  to  report  that  this  brilliant  affair  was  not 
unattended  by  loss  on  our  side.  I  have  to  report  as  killed  by  shots 
from  the  crosstrees  of  the  schooner,  while  the  boats  were  approaching, 
Boatswain’s  Mate  Charles  H.  Lamphere  and  John  R.  Herring,  seaman 
and  captain  of  the  howitzer  (two  of  the  best  men  in  our  ship),  and 
Marine  John  Smith  (the  first  man  to  board  the  schooner  and  who 
behaved  most  gallantly),  who  was,  by  a  sad  mistake  having  lost  his 
distinguishing  mark,  killed  by  one  of  our  own  men.  "W  e  have  wounded, 
probably  mortally,  Seamen  R.  Clark  and  E.  K.  Osborne;  severely,  9 
other  seamen. 

Captain  Reynolds  received  a  severe  contusion  on  his  shoulder,  and 
Midshipman  Iligginson  had  the  end  of  his  thumb  shot  off.  Lieuten¬ 
ants  Russell  and  Blake  had  narrow  escapes,  the  flesh  of  each  being 
grazed  by  one  or  more  musket  balls. 


672 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


It  is  not  an  easy  task  to  select  individual  instances  of  bravery  or 
daring  where  all  behaved  so  gallantly.  The  officers  united  in  giving 
great  credit  to  the  coolness  and  bravery  with  which  they  were  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  men,  and  the  latter  have  learned  to  look  with  new  pride 
and  confidence  on  the  former.  The  marines,  especially,  seem  to  have 
sustained  the  reputation  borne  by  their  branch  of  the  service,  as  they 
receive  encomiums  from  all  sides. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Kennedy  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  the  care 
of  the  wounded.  Assistant  Engineer  White  brought  down  from  the 
crosstrees  of  the  schooner  a  man  who  had  been  seen  to  fire  upon  the 
boats,  killing  him  instantly. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  complete  list  of  all  engaged  in  the  affair,  with 
the  names  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  each  boat. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  I).  C. 

P.  S. — By  a  strange  inadvertence,  my  mind  being  so  much  engrossed 
with  the  expedition  itself,  1  omitted  to  give  credit  to  Captain  Baile}T, 
of  this  ship,  for  maturing  the  plan  and  taking  charge  of  fitting  out  the 
expedition  to  the  minutest  detail.  It  is  to  his  thoug’htfulness  that  a 
great  portion  of  its  success  must  be  ascribed. 

W.  M. 


List  of  killed  and  wounded. 

U.  S.  S.  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  Fla. ,  September  15,  1861. 

biR:  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  men  and  officers  who  were  injured 
in  the  capture  and  burning  of  the  privateer  schooner  at  the  Warring¬ 
ton  [Pensacola]  nav.y  yard  yesterday  morning,  viz: 

1.  lerence  O’Dowd,  marine,  born  in  Boston;  gunshot  wound  through 
right  thigh;  severely  injured. 

2.  Edward  K.  Osborne,  ordinary  seaman,  born  in  New  York;  gun¬ 
shot  wound  in  back  and  left  arm;  will  probably  prove  mortal. 

3.  Robert  Clark,  seaman,  born  in  Michigan;  gunshot  wounds  in 
chest  and  right  knee  and  this’ll,  which  are  also  very  severe. 

4.  Sevillan  Coburn,  marine,  born  in  Massachusetts;  gunshot  wound 
in  left  side;  not  dangerous. 

5.  John  Hennessy,  ordinary  seaman,  born  in  Ireland;  severe  gun¬ 
shot  wound  in  left  leg. 

b.  Charles  Carberry,  marine,  born  in  Ireland;  severe  gunshot  wound 
of  the  head. 

7.  Henry  A  ard,  seaman,  born  in  Rhode  Island;  severe  gunshot 
wound  through  right  cheek  to  throat. 

.  8’  7  eter  Keating,  seaman,  born  in  Boston;  gunshot  wound  through 
right  arm.  & 

9.  Stephen  O.  Austin,  ordinary  seaman,  born  in  Rhode  Island;  gun- 
shot  wound  of  right  wrist. 

10,  F- J-Higg[inson,  midshipman,  born  in  Massachusetts;  gunshot 
wound  of  right  thumb. 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


673 


11.  Edward  McDonald  Reynolds,  captain  marines,  born  in  Maine; 
slight  wound  on  left  arm. 

12.  William  Fish,  seaman,  born  in  Massachusetts;  severe  gunshot 
wound  in  right  thigh. 

13.  Joseph  Wareham,  seaman,  born  in  New  Jersey;  gunshot  wound 
through  left  arm  into  shoulder. 

Lieutenants  J.  H.  Russell  and  F.  B.  Blake  were  slightly  wounded, 
but  were  not  incapacitated  for  duty;  the  former  was  grazed  by  a  ball 
on  the  left  arm,  the  latter  by  one  on  the  left  side. 

The  following  men  were  killed,  viz: 

1.  John  Smith,  marine,  born  in  Pennsylvania;  killed  by  a  bayonet 
wound  in  the  abdomen,  and  he  also  received  one  in  the  chest. 

2.  John  R.  Herring,  seaman,  born  in  Philadelphia,  killed  by  gun¬ 
shot  wounds  in  right  side,  left  arm,  and  hip. 

3.  Charles  H.  Lamphere,  boatswain’s  mate,  born  in  Boston;  killed 
by  a  gunshot  wound  of  heart. 

Though  the  sultriness  of  the  weather  is  unfavorable  to  the  wounded 
they  are  generally  improving,  and  the  health  of  this  ship’s  crew,  and 
others  of  the  squadron,  is  good  so  far  as  1  can  learn,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Richmond's ,  among  whom  a  case  of  yellow  fever  has  occurred. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  R.  B.  Horner, 
Surgeon  of  the  Fleet. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Report  of  Colonel  Brown,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens ,  September  Ik,  1861. 

Colonel:  A  naval  boat  expedition,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
[John  H.  ]  Russell,  of  the  flagship  Colorado ,  this  morning  at  2  o’clock 
burned  the  piratical  schooner  Judah  and  spiked  the  gun  of  the  only 
battery  in  the  navy  yard.  The  schooner  was  armed  with  tive  guns, 
and  was  lying  in  the  slip  in  front  of  the  battery,  evidently  awaiting  an 
opportunity  to  g'o  to  sea.  We  lost  3  killed  (one  of  them  instantly ,  by 
oiie  of  our  own  party),  4  badly  and  3  or  4  slightly  wounded,  among 
the  latter  Lieutenants  Russell  and  [F.  B.J  Blake,  [Captain  E.  McD.J 
Reynolds,  of  the  marines,  and  a  midshipman.  The  whole  affair  was 
well  conceived,  well  managed,  and  entirely  successful. 

1  took  it  for  granted  it  would  cause  the  opening  of  the  rebel  fire  on 
this  fort,  but  until  the  present  time  no  demonstration  has  been  made. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Harvey  Brown, 

Colonel ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  F.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  read  on  tfie  qnarter-deck  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Colo¬ 
rado,  Sunday,  September  15,  1861,  commending  the  conduct  of  officers  and  crew. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  September  15,  1861. 

The  commander  in  chief  of  the  United  States  naval  forces  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  is  desirous  of  expressing  in  some  public  manner  his 
appreciation  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  attached  to  his 
flagship  who  were  engaged  in  the  attack  on  the  Pensacola  Navy-Yard 
on  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant. 

It  is  by  similar  deeds  of  daring  that  the  proud  position  of  our  Navy 
has  been  won,  and  a  proof  has  now  been  given  that  there  has  been  no 
degeneracy  in  the  spirit  of  her  sons  since  the  days  of  Decatur.  Morris, 
and  Hull. 

The  commander  in  chief  laments  that  such  signal  success  should 
have  demanded  the  death  of  three  brave  men  and  the  sufferings  of  so 
many  others.  He  desires  to  express  his  personal  sympathy  with  the 
wounded  and  with  the  friends  of  the  dead,  and  his  assurance  that  a 
grateful  country  will  not  forget  any  of  those  who  have  given  such 
undoubted  proof  of  their  devotion  to  her  interests  and  her  flag. 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  of  commendation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  McKean,  II.  S. 

Navy. 


Navy  Department,  October  f  1861. 

Sir:  The  Department  received  Flag-Officer  Mervine’s  report  of  the 
boat  expedition  dispatched  1>}T  him  from  the  Colorado  on  the  night  of 
the  13th  of  September,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  John  H.  Russell, 
of  the  Navy,  to  destroy  the  rebel  privateer  Judah,  moored  at  the 
wharf  of  the  Pensacola  navy  yard,  and  to  spike  the  guns  in  battery 
near  by. 

An  expedition  executed  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  so  much  superior 
in  numbers,  with  such  brilliancy,  gallantry,  and  success  can  not  pass 
without  the  special  recognition  and  commendation  of  the  Department. 
To  those  who  were  engaged  in  it,  not  only  the  Department,  but  the 
whole  country  is  indebted  for  one  of  the  brightest  pages  that  has 
adorned  our  naval  record  during  this  rebellion. 

Indeed  it  may  be  placed,  without  disparagement,  side  by  side  with 
the  fairest  that  adorn  our  early  naval  history. 

_  The  expedition  will  give  renown,  not  only  to  those  who  were  imme¬ 
diately  concerned  in  it,  but  to  the  Navy  itself.  It  will  inspire  others 
in  the  service  to  emulation;  its  recital  hereafter  will  thrill  the  heart 
with  admiration. 

1  he  Department  will  cherish  the  recollection  of  the  exploit,  and 
desires  you  to  express  to  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  who  par¬ 
ticipated  in  it  its  highest  admiration  of  their  conduct. 

The  loss  to  the  service  and  to  their  relatives  and  friends  of  those 
who  fell  in  the  expedition,  is  a  painful  feature  of  it,  but  the  memory 
oi  those  brave  men  should  not  be  lost  to  the  hearts  of  all  true  patriots 
but  be  ever  cherished  therein. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Gideon  Welles. 
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Report  of  Captain  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Colorado,  requesting  a  pro¬ 
motion  for  Coxswain  Robert  Clark, 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  November  1 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  to  your  notice  Robert  Clark, 
who  was  coxswain  of  the  second  cutter  engaged  in  the  affair  at  the 
Pensacola  navy  yard. 

I  promoted  him  to  a  vacancy  on  board,  of  master’s  mate,  for  his  reso¬ 
lution  and  steadiness  in  remaining  at  the  helm  and  steering  his  boat 
alongside  the  privateer  Judah ,  after  receiving  a  severe  wound  through 
the  knee;  he  was  afterwards  wounded  bj^  a  buckshot  in  the  body. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  he  will  recover  to  do  his  country  good 
service,  but  with  a  stiff  knee. 

May  I  ask  that  his  appointment  of  master’s  mate  be  confirmed?  I 
send  him  by  the  steamer  Rhode  Island  to  the  New  York  hospital,  with 
an  ordinary  seaman  named  Edward  Iv.  Osborne,  wounded  by  a  buck¬ 
shot  through  the  lungs. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Bailey, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Colorado. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Bragg,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Troops  of  the  Confederate  States, 

Near  Pensacola ,  Fla.,  September  16,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  that  a  rowboat,  with  9  enlisted  men  of  marines,  sent  on  patrol 
duty  on  the  night  of  the  8th  instant  in  the  harbor,  failed  to  return. 
The  crew  has  no  doubt  deserted  to  the  enemy.  It  was  a  gross  neglect 
on  the  part  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  this  service  in  not  sending  an 
officer  in  command  on  such  a  duty. 

On  the  night  of  the  13th  a  boat  expedition  of  three  ship’s  launches, 
heavily  armed,  made  an  attack  on  a  point  at  the  navy  yard  where  the 
boats  of  our  harbor  police  were  moored,  and  succeeded  in  setting  fire 
to  and  destroying  a  small  armed  vessel  in  our  service.  Our  guards 
were  not  surprised,  but,  by  some  strange  neglect,  which  is  now  under 
investigation,  permitted  the  success  of  this  daring'  exploit,  led,  no 
doubt,  by  our  deserters.  I  hope  to  fix  the  responsibility  and  make  an 
example  of  the  guilty  parties. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Braxton  Bragg, 
Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Adjutant-General  C.  S.  Army, 

Richmond,  Va. 


Report  of  Captain  Pope,  II  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Rich¬ 
mond,  regarding  the  examination  by  that  vessel  of  Pass  a  V  Outre. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Pass  a  V  Outre,  Mississippi  River,  September  15,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  under  my 
command  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant,  and  in  obedience  to  your 
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orders  received  from  the  Brooklyn  all  the  articles  designated  in  your 
instructions,  together  with  25  men  and  a  midshipman  belonging  to 
the  Niagara ,  and  Lieutenant  McFarland  of  the  Army  Engineers. 
The  Brooklyn  and  St.  Louis  left  for  Philadelphia  the  next  day.  The 
Vincennes  is  at  anchor  off  the  North  East  Pass,  taking  the  position 
occupied  by  the  Si.  Louis. 

I  have  had  the  main  channel  carefully  sounded  by  Acting  Master 
Wilcox,  and  find  the  greatest  depth  on  the  bar  to  be  15  feet.  I 
design  to  cross  with  this  ship  and  the  Vincennes  as  soon  as  the  guns 
and  materials  necessary  for  the  construction  of  a  battery  arrive,  at 
which  time  it  is  hoped  there  will  be  a  rise  on  the  bar  as  will  insure 
the  safe  crossing  of  both  ships. 

I  regret  extremely  that  the  Brooklyn  had  no  rifled  howitzers,  as 
this  ship  has  none  other  than  broadside  guns  (sixteen  IX-inch)  and 
boat  howitzers.  Previous  to  the  sailing  of  this  ship  from  New  York 
I  called  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  importance  of  this  ship 
having  more  guns  and  two  rifled  howitzers  of  long  range.  Since 
leaving,  1  have  heard  that  two  rifled  guns  had  been  received  at  the  New 
York  yard  for  this  ship,  consequently  1  wrote  to  the  honorable  Secre¬ 
tary  from  Key  AVest  requesting  that  the  guns  might  be  sent  out  by  the 
first  vessel  bound  to  this  station. 

With  this  1  send  copy  of  a  report  from  the  surgeon  of  this  ship, 
recommending  the  therein  named  persons  be  transferred  to  a  home¬ 
ward-bound  vessel,  as  they  were  broken  down,  inefficient,  and  super¬ 
numeraries  on  board.  I  judged  it  would  meet  your  approbation, 
and  had  them  transferred  to  the  Brooklyn. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  no  other  case  of  the  fever  has  occurred  than  the 
one  reported  to  you  on  the  day  of  my  sailing. 

That  case  proved  fatal  on  the  same  evening. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Pope, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Selfridye ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  movements  of 
suspicious  vessels  off  Mobile ,  Ala. 

* 

U.  S.  S.  Mississippi, 

Off  Mobile  Bar ,  September'  16 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  after  six  ineffectual  attempts, 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  to  recover  the  bower  anchor 
of  this  vessel,  by  sweeping  in  the  range  and  over  the  place  it  was  lost, 
I  have  given  it  up,  confident,  from  the  nature  of  the  bottom  where  it 
was  let  go,  that  it  is  embedded  in  the  mud. 

There  are  two  of  the  crew  of  this  vessel  that  the  surgeon  recom¬ 
mends  to  be  sent  home  as  invalids.  Will  you  be  pleased  to  authorize 
their  going  home,  or  being  sent  to  the  Colorado  for  survey? 

Last  week  two  steamers  were  seen  standing  well  out'  to  seaward 
from  the  pass  at  the  west  end  of  Dauphin  Island,  12  or  15  miles  dis¬ 
tant.  Supposing  their  object  was  to  intercept  some  passing  vessel,  or 
to  communicate  with  the  one  in  sight,  hull  down  in  the  offing  to  the 
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southward,  I  got  underway  and  stood  for  them.  So  soon  as  they  per¬ 
ceived  my  movements  they  turned  and  went  back  rapidly  into  the 
sound. 

Suspecting  the  vessel  in  sight  might  wish  to  hold  intercourse  with 
the  steamers,  as  she  was  heading  apparently  in  the  direction  where 
they  were  first  seen,  I  ran  out  to  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  Vincennes. 

On  the  following  morning,  being  well  in,  and  far  enough  to  the 
westward  to  open  partially  the  pass  between  Petit  Bois  and  Dauphin 
islands,  a  steamer  was  seen  with  a  vessel  in  tow,  to  appearance  a  brig 
with  two  small  schooners  in  company,  standing  to  the  northward  in 
Mississippi  Sound. 

The  enemy  are  strengthening  Forts  Morgan  and  Gaines  by  water 
batteries  bearing  on  the  entrance  to  the  bay. 

1  received  from  the  Connecticut  one  month’s  provisions,  which  gives 
us  a  supply  for  a  little  more  than  two  months.  We  have  an  abundance 
of  water,  but  only  three  weeks’  wood.  By  the  use  of  a  large  blower 
we  have  been  enabled  to  burn  coal  in  the  range,  which  has  been  a  great 
saving  of  wood. 

The  boilers  of  this  vessel  require  to  be  thoroughly  cleaned,  but  this 
can  not  be  done  so  long  as  the  fires  are  kept  up,  which  is  necessary 
here.  The  fires  under  one  boiler  have  never  been  extinguished  since 
we  left  Key  W est. 

1  am  desirous  of  the  opportunity  of  putting  on  the  copper  sent  out 
to  Key  West  for  this  vessel  by  the  Bureau  of  Construction  so  soon  as 
you  can  permit  me  to  do  so. 

Vessels  approaching  this  place  in  the  night  should  be  cautious,  as 
signals  of  decoy  are  made  from  Fort  Morgan  immediately  after  ours 
are  made.  The  Connecticut  was  well  inshore,  steering  in  the  direction 
of  the  bar,  when  we  first  saw  her  in  the  evening.  After  our  signals 
were  made  she  continued  on,  and  did  not  stand  for  us  until  I  had  fired 
two  blank  cartridges. 

Had  she  run  inside  of  us,  or  attempted  it,  I  should  have  put  a  shot 
through  her. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding' Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Evacuation  by  Confederate  forces  of  Ship  Island ,  September  17,  1861. 

Report  of  Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

At  Ship  Island  Passage ,  September  W,  1861. 

Str:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  at  7  o’clock  on  the  evening  of  the 
16th  instant  the  rebels  on  Ship  Island  fired  the  barracks  and  some  of 
the  shanties  recently  erected  there  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
troops,  destroyed  the  light  house  by  burning  the  interior  and  breaking 
the  plate  glass  of  the  lantern,  and  then  took  steam  for  the  mainland. 

The  destruction  of  all  the  works  and  materials  landed  for  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  fort  was  evidently  contemplated,  but  the  hasty  depar¬ 
ture  of  the  force  was  undoubtedly  accelerated  by  a  message  sent  from 
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my  rifled  cannon  and  the  appearance  of  the  U.  S.  sloops  Preble  and 

Marion  underway  in  the  distance.  . 

The  additions  made  to  the  fort  display  good  engineering,  and  the 
work  can  be  rendered  bombproof  by  a  different  disposition  of  some 
thousands  of  sand  bags  that  are  ready  filled  upon  the  ground.  At 
present  there  are  eight  casemates  ready  to  receive  another  batteij  . 

There  are  thirteen  shanties  and  buildings  still  standing,  a.  large 
quantity  of  lumber,  some  iron,  and  36  head  of  cattle  on  the  island. 
The  officers’  rowing  guard  and  the  lookout  from  aloft  reported  five 
steamers  in  sight  at  TO  o’clock  on  the  night  of  the  ISth,  which  induced 
me  to  get  underway  with  the  Preble  and  Marion  and  stand  up  into 
Ship  Island  Passage  for  the  better  protection  of  the  property  left  by 
the  rebels,  which  they  were  probably  seeking  an  opportunity  to 
destroy. 

These  vessels  will  occupy  their  present  position  unless  I  am  other¬ 
wise  instructed.  On  the  evening  of  the  18th  instant  I  dispatched  two 
armed  launches,  with  crews  from  this  vessel  and  the  Preble ,  under 
charge  of  Mr.  Stephen  A.  Ryder,  master’s  mate,  to  destroy  the  sub¬ 
marine  telegraph  between  Shieldsboro  and  Pass  Christian;  and  although 
the  expedition  was  not  completely  successful,  owing  to  a  steamboat 
coast  guard  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  the  unusual  size  of  the  cable, 
and  the  limited  time  allowed  for  operations  at  the  point  referred  to,  I 
believe  that  the  59  feet  removed  will  occasion  great  inconvenience,  as 
every  foot,  I  understand,  was  exhausted  in  making  repairs  at  that 
point  last  year. 

On  approaching  our  anchorage  an  accident  occurred,  which  I  regret 
to  state  resulted  in  the  loss  of  Robert  Hatch,  seaman,  who  was  drowned 
by  the  swamping  of  the  Preble’s  launch.  The  launch  has,  however, 
been  recovered  without  injury,,  but  with  some  loss  of  arms,  ammuni¬ 
tion,  and  gun  equipments. 

A  copjT  of  a  letter  from  the  lieutenant-colonel  in  command  at  Fort 
Twiggs,  addressed  to  me,  was  found  posted  on  the  fort  bulletin  and  is 
herewith  enclosed.  1  forward  also  a  section  of  telegraph  cable  for 
your  examination,  and  a  sample  for  Washington,  should  you  consider 
it  necessary  to  forward  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith,  • 

Commander ,  U.  S.  JVdvy. 

Flag-Officer  William  W.  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commandiny  U.  S.  Blockading  Squadron ,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Allen,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Ship  Island,  to  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Massachusetts. 

Fort  Twiggs, 

Ship  Island ,  September  17,  1861. 

By  order  of  my  Government  I  have  this  day  evacuated  Ship  Island. 
This  mjr  brave  soldiers  under  my  command  do  with  much  reluctance 
and  regret.  For  three  long  months  your  good  ship  has  been  our  con¬ 
stant  companion. 

We  have  not  exactly  “lived  and  loved  together,”  but  we  have  been 
intimately  acquainted,  having  exchanged  cards  on  the  9th  day  of  July 
last. 
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In  leaving-  you  to-day  we  beg  you  to  accept  our  best  wishes  for 
your  health  and  happiness  while  sojourning  on  this  pleasant,  hospitable 
shore. 

That  we  may  have  another  exchange  of  courtesies  before  the  war 
closes,  and  that  we  may  meet  face  to  face  in  closer  quarters,  is  the 
urgent  prayer  of  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  W.  Allen. 

lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding  Ship  Island. 


The  Commander  of  the  Massachusetts,  U.  S.  ship  of  war,  now 
lying  off  Ship  Island. 


D.  C.  Jenkins,  [Jr.], 
Lieutenant  and  Post- Adjutant. 


[Telegrams.] 

New  Orleans,  September  17,  1861. 

Ship  Island  is  evacuated.  Two  heavy  frigates,  two  steamers,  a  brig, 
and  two  tenders  were  8  miles  off  Ship  Island  at  dark  yesterday.  As 
the  last  boat  departed  the  steamers  were  bearing  down  upon  the 
island. 

D.  E.  Twiggs. 

Secretary  of  War. 


New  Orleans,  September  18,  1861. 
The  enemy’s  beet  did  considerable  shelling  yesterday  at,  as  they  sup¬ 
posed,  a  masked  battery  on  Ship  Island. 

D.  E.  Twiggs, 

Major-  General. 

Secretary  of  War. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  F.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  extent  of  Ids  command. 

Navy  Department,  September  IS,  1861. 
Sir:  Your  command  will  commence  at  Cape  Florida  and  include  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  and  island  of  Cuba. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West,  I  la. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movements 

of  vessels. 

N0.  24.]  lu  S.  Flagship  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  September  19,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  ordered  Lieutenant 
A.  V.  Need  from  the  Water  Witch  to  this  ship  for  duty.  The  case  of 
yellow  fever  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond  proved  fatal,  but  no  new  cases 
have  developed  themselves.  Commander  H.  French,  of  the  Preble, 
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reports  his  vessel  as  being'  unseaworthy.  I  have  to  report  the  arrival 
at  this  anchorage  of  the  coal  ships  Nightingale  and  Pampero. 

The  ships  John  C.  Kulin  and  Guard  report  to  me,  the  first  from 
Key  West  and  the  second  from  Tortugas.  I  have  ordered  the  latter 
vessel  to  report  to  Captain  McKean  at  the  South  West  Pass,  and  the 
former  to  the  senior  naval  officer  present  at  this  anchorage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Third  report  of  conference  for  the  consideration  of  measures  for 

effectually  blockading  the  coast  bordering  cm  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Washington,  Seqotember  19,  1861. 

Sir:  On  page  25  of  our  fifth  memoir,*  we  had  the  honor  to  say  that 
we  should  furnish  some  additional  memoranda  concerning — 

(1)  Ship  Island;  (2)  The  Fork  of  the  Mississippi;  and  (3)  Fort 
Livingston,  Barataria  Bay. 

This  information,  which  is  chiefly  of  a  military  character,  is  here¬ 
with  submitted: 

1.  Ship  Island:  The  work  on  Ship  Island  is  circular  (diameter  about 
200  feet)  and  is  intended  to  have  one  tier  of  18  or  20  guns  in  casemate 
and  another  in  barbette.  It  was  to  be  surrounded  by  a  wet  ditch.  In 
the  actual  condition  in  which  it  was  left  the  walls  were  raised  some¬ 
what  about  the  level  of  the  parade.  The  wet  ditch  was  not  formed 
(except  so  far  as  the  necessary  excavation  to  get  in  the  foundations  of 
the  scarp  wall  may  have  made  one).  No  arches  nor  cover  of  an}'  kind 
existed,  nor  were  the  embrasures  in  the  scarp  wall  completed. 

Since  the  place  has  been  held  by  the  secessionists,  it  is  likely  they 
have  tried  to  avail  themselves  of  the  existing  work,  but  it  is  probable 
that  the  utmost  they  have  done  is  to  throw  up  sand  parapets  inside 
of  the  unfinished  scarp,  in  which  case  the  work  would  be  no  stronger 
than  an  unflanked  fieldwork  of  strong  profile.  As  vessels  drawing  IS 
feet  may  nearly  surround  the  work,  choosing  their  own  distance,  it  is 
not  likely  it  can  resist  a  naval  bombardment.  A  naval  expedition 
must  lie  accompanied  by  a  small  body  of  troops  prepared  to  land  to 
assist  (if  necessary)  in  the  capture,  and  to  hold  it  when  taken. 

2.  Fork  of  the  Mississippi:  It  is  not  supposed  that  the  seizing  of  the 
Head  of  the  Passes  would  be  attended  with  any  difficulty,  or  even  be 
resisted.  We  have  no  information  of  any  defensive  works  below  the 
strung  permanent  works,  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

But  it  is  likely  that  the  permanent  holding  of  this  important  point 
so  near  the  great  city  of  New  Orleans,  this  hermetically  closing  of  the 
great  outlet  of  the  Southwestern  States,  would  invite  the  most  deter¬ 
mined  attacks. 

The  naval  force  permanently  maintained  here  should  be  strong,  and 
doubtless  here,  if  anywhere,  is  the  place  for  ironclad  ships,  which, 
unless  a  permanent  obstruction  (in  our  opinion  impracticable)  is  placed 
across  the  river,  could  run  the  gantlet  of  the  forts  above  and  attack 
New  Orleans.  To  give  mobility  to  the  squadron,  and  to  secure  a 


*See  August  9,  1861. 
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depot  of  coal  and  other  supplies,  a  strong  fieldwork  for  2,000  men 
should  be  constructed  on  the  point  between  the  SouthWest  and  South 
Passes,  if  the  ground  will  permit,  as  it  probably  will.  Should  this  not 
be  the  case,  well-armed  hulks,  anchored  near  the  shores,  must  be 
resorted  to.  They  might  be  useful  even  if  a  fieldwork  should  be  built. 
They  would  aid  in  commanding  the  Passes,  and  furnish  quarters  for 
troops  who  need  not,  in  general,  be  kept  in  the  work.  Among  the 
means  of  attack,  fire  ships  and  explosive  vessels  will  figure  con¬ 
spicuously.  The  conference  should  state  that  in  all  the  plans  .of 
operations  and  estimates  of  forces  necessary,  it  has  had  in  view  to  give 
the  Government  some  basis  by  which  to  judge  of  the  magnitude  and 
requirements  of  the  things  it  has  to  undertake. 

It  would  be  a  great  mistake,  without  regard  to  circumstances,  the 
time  of  the  expedition,  and  state  of  the  country,  to  take  such  estimates 
and  plans  as  rigid.  The  officer  who  fits  out  and  commands  such  expe¬ 
ditions  must  have  the  most  recent  information  of  the  state  of  the 
enemy;  he  must  study  each  locality  himself,  and  (when  fortifications 
are  to  be  attacked)  be  furnished  with  the  plans  of  the  Engineer  Bureau 
and  all  accessible  information  as  to  the  actual  condition  of  the 


works,  etc.  .  .  . 

3.  Fort  Livingston  and  Barataria  Bay:  Fort  Livingston  is  a  small, 
diamond-shaped  work.  Its  two  land  faces  are  covered  by  a  counter¬ 
scarp  and  glacis,  and  the  faces  of  the  work  are  flanked  by  a  counter¬ 
scarp  gallery  and  casemates.  There  are  ample  casemate  accommoda¬ 
tions  for  the  garrison  within  the  work,  but  no  gun  casemates. 

When  the  work  was  suspended  (many  years  ago,  owing  to  settle¬ 
ment)  its  breast-height  walls  and  parapets  were  partially  formed,  ho 
gun  platforms  had  been  built,  but  it  is  believed  the  stone  was  procured 
for  them  and  is  on  hand.  No  guns  were  on  hand.  It  is  likely  that 
the  rebels  have  mounted  some  heavy  guns  on  the  ramparts  ot  this 
work,  and  that  they  have  armed  the  flanking  caseinates.  It  is  proba¬ 
ble  the  work  would  require  a  short  siege.  . 

The  places,  though  so  near  New  Orleans,  are  in  communication  with 
it  only  by  small  boats  and  very  light-draft  steamers. 

It  is  likely  that  a  regiment  would  be  sufficient  for  a  disembarking 
force  and  for  the  holding  of  the  place  in  conjunction  with  the  gun¬ 
boats,  which  must  necessarily  be  kept  permanently  here.  A  large 
number  of  launches,  armed  with  boat  howitzers,  would  be  necessary 
in  these  waters.  The  character  of  the  naval  force  sent  for  the  capture 
would  be  governed  by  the  fact  that  nothing  drawing  more  than  8  feet 
can  cross  the  bar  or  lie  outside  within  2i  or  3  miles  oi  the  work. 
The  cooperating  squadron  must,  therefore,  consist  ot  vessels  of  small 
draft,  and  must,  in  getting  into,  positions  to  cannonade  the  work, 
cross  the  bar  and  be  subjected  in  approaching  to  a  raking  fire. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Captain,  U ' S.  Navy ,  President. 

A.  D.  Bache, 

Superintendent ,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  Member. 

J.  G.  Barnard, 

Major  U.  S.  Engineers,  Member. 

C.  H.  Davis, 

Commander,  V  S.  Navy,  Member  and  Secretary. 


lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  Captain  Eagle,  U.  S.  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Mitchell,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  for  a,  cruise  of  the  U.  S.  schooner  Sam.  Houston  to  San  Luis 

Bar. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 

Off  Galveston  Bar ,  September  20,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  get  underway  in  the  schooner  Sam.  Houston  at  about 
9  p.  m.  this  day  and  proceed  down  the  coast  to  San  Luis  Bar,  and  there 
anchor  in  5,  6,  or  7  fathoms  water,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  the  guns 
of  the  fort. 

\  ou  will  capture  an}'  vessel  bound  in  or  out,  or  approaching  the 
shore,  having  any  rebel  property  on  board.  In  the  event  of  board¬ 
ing  any  vessel  sailing  under  a  foreign  flag  having  rebel  property  on 
board,  seize  her,  and  convoy  her  up  here  for  my  decision.  Should 
she  not  have  any  rebel  property  on  board,  you  will  warn  her  off,  and 
endorse  her  papers  as  an  officer  of  the  blockading  squadron.  You  will 
return  to  this  anchorage  some  time  during  the  25th  instant.  On  no 
account  will  you  attempt  to  land.  Should  3rou  return  in  the  night,  you 
will  hoist  a  light  and  anchor  near  the  ship.  When  anchored  you  will 
extinguish  the  light. 

Respectfully,  etc,,  Henry  Eagle, 

Captain. 

Lieutenant  J.  G.  Mitchell,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

[Order  of  25th  instant  to  proceed  to  San  Luis  Pass,  Brazos  and 
San  Bernard  rivers,  and  return  to  Galveston  by  October  5.] 


Report  of  Captain  Pope ,  U.  S.Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Richmond , 
transmitting  reports  regarding  a  reconn oissancc  with  a  view  to  the 
establishment  of  battery  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes ,  Mississippi  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Pass  a  V  Outre,  Mississippi  River,  September  22,  1861. 
Sm:  Herewith  !  have  the  honor  to  transmit  reports  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Winslow  and  Lieutenant  Walter  McFarland.  I  am 
pleased  to  state  the  reconnoissance  made  up  the  river  by  the  Water 
Witch  proved  successful  and  creditable  to  all  in  the  expedition. 

This  ship  is,  and  has  been,  delayed  from  entering  the  mouth  of  this 
river  for  want  of  a  rise  of  water  on  the  bar  to  enable  her  to  get  over. 

1  had  expected  that  full  tides  at  this  time  would  be  high  enough  for 
this  ship  and  the  Vincennes  to  cross,  but  fears  are  now  entertained 
that  the  strong  northwest  winds  of  last  night  have  blown  the  water 
out  of  the  river,  so  as  to  make  it  doubtful  even  if  this  ship  can  cross 
before  there  is  a  heavy  freshet.  I  therefore  respectfully  make  the 
following  suggestion:  Let  the  Water  Witch  occupy  the  Niagara's 
station  until  that  ship  arrive  off  this  Pass  to  take  the  place  occupied 
by  the  Richmond,  when  I  will  at  once  start,  taking  the  Vincennes  in 
tow  and  proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  the  South  West  Pass,  and  over 
“J ba^  with  all  the  force,  including  the  Water  Witch ,  up  to  the  Head 
ot  the  1  asses,  and  commence  operations  at  once.  I  make  the  sugges- 
tion,  as  I  am  informed  by  Midshipman  Robeson  that  there  is  from  17 
to  18  feet  of  water. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  Pope, 

Captain . 


Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockade : 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


(383 


[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Water  Witch, 

Off  Pass  a  V  Outre,  September  20,  1861. 

Sir:  After  receiving  on  board  an  additional  howitzer,  with  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  seamen  and  marines  from  the  Richmond,  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  the  Water  Witch  weighed  anchor  at  10:30  a.  m.  yesterday  and 
steamed  over  the  bar,  and,  agreeably  with  your  instructions,  proceeded 
up  the  Pass  a  l’Outre  with  the  view  to  enable  Lieutenant  McFarland 
(U.  S.  Engineer  Corps)  to  make  a  preliminary  reconnoissance  for  the 
location  of  a  battery  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes. 

On  approaching  the  Head  of  the  Passes  (though  still  from  3  to  4 
miles  distant)  an  armed  schooner  was  observed  at  anchor  above  the 
telegraph  station,  and  the  smoke  of  a  steamer  (supposed  to  be  the  Iff  ) 
rapidly  ascending  the  South  West  Pass.  Her  superior  speed  enabled 
her  to  reach  the  Head  of  the  Passes  before  us,  and  although  our  rifled 
howitzer  was  opened  on  her,  with  the  hope  that  an  accidental  shot 
might  cripple  her  engine,  the  distance  was  too.  great  for  effective 
results,  and  she  succeeded  in  taking  the  schooner  in  tow  and  steaming 
up  the  river,  followed  some  2  or  3  miles  by  the  Water  1  Vitch,  when  it 
became  apparent  that  her  powerful  engine  enabled  her  to  keep  just 
beyond  the  range  of  our  gun,  and  further  pursuit  was  abandoned. 
Twentv-three  projectiles  were  thrown  from  the  rifled  howitzer,  some 
of  them  f  alii  no-  cpiite  close  to  the  steamer  and  several  shot  and  shell 
were  returned  from  a  gun  at  the  stern  of  the  steamer,  all  of  whic  i 
fell  short.  Returning  toward  the  Head  of  the  1  asses,  Lieutenant 
McFarland  now  proceeded  in  Richmond r s  cutter  to  make  a  critical 
examination  of  both  banks  of  the  river;  the  result  he  has  (it  is  pre¬ 
sumed)  communicated  to  you  in  person.  .  .  .,  ,  n  A 

The  telegraph  station  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  was  visited  and 
the  apparatus  detached  and  brought  on  board.  I  he  wire  cable  which 
crosses  the  river  at  this  point  was  also  cut  and  cast  adrift,  and  com¬ 
munication  by  telegraph  with  New  Orleans  thus  indefinitely  suspended. 

No  indications  of  a  battery  or  of  any  preparations  to  construct  one 
were  observed  on  either  bank  of  the  river,  and  no  obstructions  of  any 

kind  were  encountered  in  the  river. 

The  objects  of  the  expedition  having  thus  been  successfully  accom¬ 
plished  at  4  p.  m.  the  Water  Witch  left  the  Head  of  the  Passes  and 
steamed  down  the  Pass  l’Outre,  followed  (at  a  very  respectful  dis¬ 
tance)  by  the  Ivy:  at  6  p.  m.  recrossed  the  bar  and  came  to  neai  the 
^Richmond  again  In  conclusion,  I  am  desirous  of  expressing  my 
appreciation  of  the  valuable  services  of  Acting  Mas tei  Wilcox, .  ot 
your  ship,  whose  experience  of  the  river  and  skillful  pilotage  dunng 
the  day  relieved  my  mind  of  all  anxiety  in  that  department. 

'With  much  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  F.  Winslow, 

Lieutenaiit ,  Commanding. 

Captain  John  Pope, 

Com7nanchng  U.  S.  h.  Richmond. 


U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Of  Pass  h  V  Outre,  La .,  September  22,  1861. 
Sir-  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  examined  the  ground  at 
the  Head  of  the  Passes  on  the  Mississippi  and  recommend  that  the  pro- 
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posed  battery  be  thrown  up  on  the  easterly  bank,  at  the  point  marked 
“A”  in  the  subjoined  sketch,  the  chief  advantage  of  this  position 
being  that  its  guns  will  attain  an  enemy  descending  the  river  half  a 
mile  beyond  the  point  at  which  he  would  be  attained  by  the  guns  of 
the  vessels  lying-  at  anchor  in  the  slack  water  at  “B”,  while  at  the 
same  time  the  battery  would  be  in  range  of  and  perfectly  protected  by 
them. 

If  a  second  battery  is  to  be  constructed  the  point  “C”  offers  itself 
as  an  excellent  position,  as  its  guns  would  serve  as  an  additional  sup¬ 
port  to  the  battery  at  k‘A”,  thus  allowing  to  the  vessels  more  liberty 
of  movement. 

The  ground  at  both  points  will  readily  admit  of  the  construction  of 
batteries. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Walter  McFarland, 

First  Lieutenant  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  Army. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 


Be 


ABB 


’ van ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  acknowledging  the 
ent  to  the  command  of  the  Gulf  Blockading 


'ieport  of  Flag- Officer 
Department^ s  assignm  en 
Squadron. 

u.  S.  Steam-Frigate  Niagara, 

Of  South  West  Pass  of  Mississippi  [  River],  September  22,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  orders  of 
the  6th  instant,  appointing  me  to  the  command  of  the  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron,  and  also  of  your  communication  of  the  same  date  so  highl\° 
yet,  as  I  feel,  so  undeservedly  complimentary  to  me. 

I  hat  e  the  satisfaction,  it  is  true,  of  knowing  that  it  has  been  my  desire 
and  purpose  to  perform  my  duty  to  the  Government  with  fidelity  and 
eneig}’ ,  still,  I  am  conscious  that  my  ability  to  serve  is  by  no  means 
commensurate  with  my  will;  and  while  duly  appreciating  the  honor 
conferred  on  me  by  the  Department  in  a  command  of  so"  much  trust 
and  importance,  I  can  only  reiterate  the  assurance  of  my  letter  of 
April  25,  when  first  apprised  on  my  arrival  at  Boston  of  the  exigency 
m  which  the  Government  is  placed,  that  all  the  powers  of  mind  and 
body  granted  me  will  be  given  cheerfully  to  the  prompt  discharge  of 
any  duty  assigned  me  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Union  and  the  defense 
of  our  flag. 

I I  o  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  Department  in  regard  to  the  blockade 
ot  the  entire  coast  of  the  Gulf,  and  to  make  it  thoroughly  effective  will 
be  a  difficult  task,  one  impossible  with  the  naval  force  at  present  here. 
A  very  considerable  additional  number  of  vessels  of  light  draft  and 
well  armed  is  indispensable.  Withoutsuch  auxiliaries  to  the  squadron 
it  will  be  impossible  to  prevent  the  running  of  the  blockade  by  fishing 
s macks  and  other  small  craft,  by  which  large  supplies  of  provisions 
and  munitions  of  war  may  reach  the  enemy;  and  I  have  earnestly  to 
request  that  the  squadron  may  be  reinforced  bv  vessels  of  the  class 
named  at  the  earliest  period  practicable. 

Flag-Officer  Mervine  arrived  at  this  Pass  this  morning.  As  he  is 
anxious  to  leave  immediately  in  the  Rhode  Island,  1  have  assumed  the 
command  without  such  examination  of  the  documents  transferred  to 
me  by  him  as  to  enable  me  to  write  more  fully  by  this  mail. 
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My  first  purpose  is  to  take  possession,  by  the  sloops  Richmond  and 
Vincennes ,  of  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  and  to  erect  a  battery  there. 
Till  this  is  done  I  can  not  leave  my  present  station,  but  as  soon  as  it  is 
accomplished  will  proceed  to  Pensacola. 

I  have  not  yet  decided  whether  I  shall  remain  in  this  ship  or  trans¬ 
fer  my  flag-  to  the  Colorado ,  and  would  beg  to  be  informed  if  it  is  the 
purpose  of  the  Department  to  order  a  captain  to  the  Niagara . 

I  learn  from  Flag-Officer  Mervine  that  the  presence  of  a  vessel  of 
force  off  Fort  Pickens  is  considered  essential  by  Colonel  Brown,  and 
1  will  station  there  the  first  sailing  frigate  that  may  arrive. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Nervine ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  transfer  of  the 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  to  the  command  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean , 

U  S.  Navy ,  September  it®,  1861. 

No.  25. J  U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island, 

New  York,  September  ®9,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
the  6th  instant,  directing  me  to  transfer  the  command  of  the  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron  to  Flag-Officer  William  W.  McKean. 

Preparatory  to  this  step,  I  immediately  dispatched  the  Rhode  Island 
to  the  South  West  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  River,  where  Captain  McKean 
was  then  stationed,  with  his  orders  from  the  Department  and  a  notice 
from  me  that  I  was  ready  to  make  the  transfer  either  at  Fort  Pickens 
or  at  his  station,  whichever  he  might  prefer.  He  replied  that  he 
deemed  it  imprudent  for  him  to  leave  his  ship  without  a  captain,  and 
therefore  requested  that  I  would  come  to  him  and  make  the  transfer 
at  his  station.  Accordingly,  on  the  evening  of  the  21s.t  instant,  I 
shifted  my  flag  from  the  Colorado  to  the  Rhode  Island  and  immedi¬ 
ately  got  underway,  arriving  at  the  South  West  Pass  the  next  morning. 
After  transferring  all  the  necessary  papers  and  orders,  and  a  memo¬ 
randum  of  unfinished  business,  I  struck  my  flag  at  3  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  22d  instant. 

Having  learned  that  neither  the  Richmond  nor  Vincennes  had  crossed 
the  bar  at  Pass  a  l’Outre  to  erect  a  battery,  as  I  had  ordered,  I  ten¬ 
dered  the  services  of  the  Rhode  Island  to  Flag-Officer  McKean  to 
tow  the  Vincennes  over  the  bar,  which  offer  he  thankfully  accepted. 
I  then  proceeded  to  that  Pass  and  had  an  interview  with  Captain  Pope, 
of  the  Richmond,  on  the  subject,  who  informed  me  that  both  his  own 
vessel  and  the  Vincennes  drew  too  much  water  to  pass  over  the  bar, 
and  that  he  had  dispatched  the  Water  Witch  to  the  flag-officer  with  a 
proposition  to  exchange  stations,  that  he  might  pass  over  the  bar  at 
the  South  West  Pass,  where  there  was  sufficient  water.  Immediately 
after  this  interview  I  departed  for  New  5  ork,  and  arrived  at  the  na\  y 
yard  this  day,  after  a  passage  of  six  days. 

I  have  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Department  that  tor  two 
days  prior  to  my  departure  from  the  anchorage  off  Fort  Pickens,  a 
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large  accession  of  troops  was  made  to  the  rebel  forces  on  the  opposite 
shore,  doubtless  in  consequence  of  the  attack  on  the  navy  yard  on  the 
14th  instant. 

I  would  also  state  that  the  night  previous  to  my  leaving  that  anchor¬ 
age  a  slave  escaped  to  Fort  Pickens  from  the  rebels,  who  stated  that 
200  of  their  troops  had  deserted  and  gone  home;  that  30  men  were 
killed  in  the  attack  on  the  navy  yard,  before  referred  to,  principally 
marines,  under  the  command  of  II.  B.  Tyler,  late  adjutant  of  our 
Marine  Corps. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter*  from  Commander  Alden,  relative  to  the 
prize  Soledad  Cos,  and  papers  relating  to  the  British  ship  Perthshire , 
which  tend  to  show  that  that  vessel  was  unjustly  detained. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  no  new  cases  of  yellow  fever  have  occurred 
on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond ,  and  that  the  wounded  men  on  the 
Colorado  were  improving  and  in  a  fair  way  to  recover  when  I  left  that 
ship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 
Captain .  II.  S.  Navy. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  J).  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Powell ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  frigate 
Potomac ,  of  arrival  at  Key  West ,  Fla. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 

Key  West ,  September  23,  1861. 

Sir:  1.  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  under  my  command 
this  day,  after  running  down  the  coast  line  from  Cape  Hatteras,  in 
obedience  to  your  instructions  of  the  24th  of  August  last. 

2.  1  communicated  with  the  Vandalia  and  the  Wabash  off  Charleston 
on  my  route,  and  sighted  the  coast  of  Florida  at  Jupiter  Inlet,  the 
light  of  which  has  been  extinguished. 

The  commander  of  the  blockading  squadron  is  said  to  be  near  Pensa¬ 
cola,  and  I  shall  join  him  speedily. 

3.  A  case  of  varioloid,  in  the  case  of  Robert  Haymom,  ordinary 
seaman,  sent  to  the  hospital  with  measles  shortly  after  his  transfer 
from  the  North  Carolina ,  and  received  as  a  convalescent  just  before 
we  sailed  from  Sandy  Ilook  on  the  7th,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  bring  to 
the  notice  of  the  Department,  and  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of 
the  surgeon,  Dr.  Miller,  for  the  particulars.  I  have  reason  to  think 
that  it  is  not  the  first  case  of  infection  communicated  to  our  ships  from 
the  naval  hospital  at  New  York,  and  I  am  sure  so  grave  a  matter  will 
not  fail  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Department,  to  prevent  its 
recurrence.  Fortunately  I  have  procured  the  reception  of  the  patient 
at  the  marine  hospital  here;  but  the  reluctance  shown  in  the  reception 
of  such  a  case  seems  to  point  out  the  necessity  of  arrangements  here, 
on  a  large  scale,  of  a  hospital  establishment  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
force,  which,  before  long,  must  of  necessity  require  such  a  depot. 

H.  B.  M.  screw  ^hip  Challenger ,  Commodore  Dunlop,  is  at  anchor 
in  this  port,  and  the  screw  steamship  Mersey  is  daily  expected,  to  which 
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ship  Commodore  Dunlop  intends  to  remove.  The  English  ships  are 
undoubtedly  inspecting  the  blockade,  with  what  motive  and  feeling  I 
can  not  undertake  to  sa}L  The  varioloid  case  has  thus  far  prevented 
intercourse. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  officers  and  crew  are  in  good  health, 
though  we  have  run  through  several  epidemic  diseases  transferred  to 
us  with  the  crew  from  the  receiving  ship,  and,  as  above  stated,  the  naval 
hospital  in  Brooklyn.  Our  crew  was  transferred  on  the  20th,  and  the 
first  case  of  measles  was  reported  on  the  23d,  and  up  to  the  25th, 
inclusive,  several  were  sent  to  the  naval  hospital.  Epidemic  catarrh, 
several  cases  of  which  ran  into  pneumonia,  prevailed  at  the  time  of 
the  transfer,  and  we  are  just  getting  rid  of  it  and  this  varioloid  case, 
which,  I  hope,  the  precautions  taken  will  prevent  spreading  among  the 
crew  and  disabling  the  ship. 

The  past  is  without  remedy,  but  for  the  efficiency  of  the  ships  here¬ 
after  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  a  medical  and  official  inspec¬ 
tion  of  the  receiving  ships  and  hospitals  should  be  instituted  to  check 
the  evil  at  its  origin  and  at  once. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

L.  M.  Powell, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Price ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U  S.  S. 

Hun  tsville ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Cecilia. 

U.  S.  S.  Huntsville, 

Off  Atchafalaya  Bay ,  September  % 5 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
24th  instant  (yesterday)  the  Dart ,  tender  to  this  ship,  captured 
the  schooner  Cecilia ,  formerly  of  Galveston,  but  recently  from  the 
Sabine  River. 

She  was  in  ballast,  with  no  freight  but  one  box,  containing  56  pairs 
of  shoes.  She  had  a  crew  of  4  persons  and  14  passengers,  men,  women, 
and  children,  bound  to  Berwick. 

I  had  the  baggage,  etc.,  of  the  passengers  closely  examined  for  let¬ 
ters,  dispatches,  or  other  contraband  articles,  but  found  nothing  to 
detain,  and  have  this  morning  sent  them  and  two  of  the  crew  to  be 
put  on  shore  at  a  ranch  to  the  westward  of  Vermilion  Bay. 

They  wished  to  be  either  landed  at  Berwick  or  sent  back  to  the 
Sabine,  wffiich  1  declined  to  do. 

I  have  detained  the  captain,  Underhill,  and  a  lad  on  board  here. 

Captain  Underhill  claims  to  be  a  New  Yorker,  and  begged  not  to  be 
landed  in  an  enemy’s  country,  but  to  be  sent  to  New  4  ork. 

The  boy  wished  to  be  shipped  on  board  here,  which  I  have  concluded 
to  do,  thinking  the}^  would  probably  make  a  soldier  of  him  at  Berwick. 

The  schooner  is  small— 18  tons  only — with  centerboard,  and  not 
fast,  as  she  took  till  4  o’clock  this  morning  to  beat,  up  to  this  anchor¬ 
age,  off  Point  an  Fer  light-house,  whereas  the  Dart  did  the  same 
thing  by  8  o’clock  last  evening. 

I  know  of  but  one  other  attempt  to  get  into  Berwick  since  I  have 
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been  here  that  succeeded,  although  two  attempts  have  been  made  to 
get  out,  but  were  chased  back. 

There  are  two  schooners  and  a  sloop,  1  am  informed,  in  Berwick, 
trying  to  go  to  the  Sabine,  one  with  arms,  etc.,  for  I  exas.  I  here  is 
a  steamer  at  the  Sabine  that  has  advertised  for  passengers  to  this 
place. 

September  29.  1861. — The  Dart,  after  an  absence  of  live  days,  which 
caused  me  considerable  anxiety,  returned  this  morning.  The  day  she 
left  to  land  her  prisoners  the  wind  was  fair,  but  died  away  before 
night,  so  she  could  not  reach  her  destination  until  the  next  day,  when 
a  norther  came  on  to  blow  for  two  days,  with  considerable  severity 
part  of  the  time,  so  it  was  only  after  this  he  could  effect  a  landing. 

The  officer  of  the  Dart  in  command,  Mr.  Wheeler,  received  from 
the  prisoners,  after  their  landing,  a  handsome  letter,  together  with 
fresh  provisions  and  ATegetables. 

I  have  fitted  out  the  Cecilia ,  prize,  with  my  howitzer  and  small 
arms,  as  a  cruiser  also,  although  she  is  very  slow. 

Both  the  Dart  and  herself  are  to  the  westward  of  Vermilion  Bay, 
where  vessels  between  Berwick  and  Texas  now  attempt  to  pass. 

October  i,  1861. — Last  night  my  second  tender,  the  Cecilia ,  returned 
from  the  westward  of  Vermilion  Bay  with  a  schooner,  the  Danchet'o, 
or  Uncle  Bill ,  formerly  of  Galveston  and  just  out  from  Berwick. 
She  was  in  ballast,  with  a  crew  of  3  persons,  who  were  landed  near 
where  she  was  captured.  She  had  a  mail  and  late  New  Orleans  papers. 

I  have  examined  the  letters,  and  find  nothing  very  important.  An 
official  letter  stated  that  Ship  Island  had  been  abandoned,  and  the 
guns  and  men  withdrawn;  also  that  the  fort  was  destroyed,  which }Tou 
probably  are  aware  of. 

This  morning  the  Dart  came  up  to  me  at  ray  present  anchorage, 
about  10  miles  to  the  westward  from  ray  berth  off  Point  au  Fer, 
whither  1  came  last  night  to  meet  the  Cecilia. 

The  Dart  captured  last  evening,  with  her  boat,  a  schooner,  Zavala , 
of  30  tons,  with  a  crew  of  4  persons  and  5  passengers;  two  of  the  latter 
I  have  detained. 

The  schooner  has  a  freight  on  board  of  some  value,  viz,  247  bales 
of  tobacco;  8  boxes,  contents  not  known.  There  are  other  articles,  of 
which  there  is  no  account,  the  schooner  being  still  at  Vermilion  Bay. 

I  have  directed  the  Dart  to  send  her  up  to  me  and  shall  proceed  to 
take  her  merchandise  on  board  the  steamer,  as  the  schooner  is  too  small 
to  send  to  the  United  States,  besides  weakening  my  crew.  She  is  also 
represented  as  being  old  and  leaky. 

I  am,  very  respectful^ ,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cicero  Price, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

F-  S.—  A  Mr.  Pickles,  of  the  Zavala  schooner,  passenger,  claims  to 
be  a  British  subject,  having  a  passport  from  H.  B.  M.  consul,  Mr. 
Mure,  of  New  Orleans.  He  also  claims  to  be  the  owner  of  the  tobacco 
found  on  board,  viz,  247  bales. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  McKean ,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  enlistment  of  contrabands  m  the  naval  service. 

Navy  Department,  September  25,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Department  finds  it  necessary  to  adopt  a  regulation  with 
respect  to  the  large  and  increasing  number  of  persons  of  color,  com¬ 
monly  known  as  contrabands,  now  subsisted  at  the  navy  yard  and  on 
board  of  ships  of  Avar.  They  can  neither  be  expelled  from  the  service 
to  which  they  have  resorted  nor  can  they  be  maintained  unemployed, 
and  it  is  not  proper  that  they  should  be  compelled  to  render  necessary 
and  regular  service  without  a  stated  compensation.  You  are  therefore 
authorized,  where  their  services  can  be  made  useful,  to  enlist  them  for 
the  naval  service  under  the  same  form  and  regulations  as  apply  to  other 
enlistments.  They  will  be  allowed,  however,  no  higher  rating  than 
boys,  at  a  compensation  of  $10  per  month  and  one  ration  per  day. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  William  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  T Vest,  Fla. 


Report  of  Captain  Pope,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  II.  S.  S.  Richmond , 
regarding  the  ent/rance  of  that  vessel  and  others  into  South  T Vest  Pass. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Off  South  West  Pass,  September  26,  1861. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  24th  instant,  I  proceeded  with 
this  ship  to  this  Pass  and  found  the  Vincennes  and  Water  Witch  at 
anchor  off  the  bar.  After  Lieutenant  May  had  examined  the  buoys 
and  satisfied  himself  as  to  their  correct  positions,  I  attempted  to  cross, 
Lieutenant  May  acting  as  pilot.  When  we  had  got  within  about  40 
yards  of  the  first  buoy  the  ship  grounded  in  10  feet  forward,  running 
on  a  bank  about  100  feet.  I  ran  the  guns  aft  and  immediately  had  the 
South  Carolina  and  Water  Witch,  the  former  coming  in  about  this  time, 
to  our  assistance,  endeavoring  to  tow  us  off.  The  ship  was  finally  got 
afloat,  after  being  ashore  twelve  hours.  On  the  morning  following  I 
caused  a  critical  examination  to  be  made,  and  had  buoys  placed  on  such 
places  as  would  not  afford  water  enough  for  the  ship  to  pass  over. 
The  proximity  of  these  banks  is  such  as,  in  my  opinion,  to  render  the 
passage  of  this  ship,  owing  mostly  to  her  great  length,  somewhat  haz¬ 
ardous  at  this  time,  and  judging  that  you  would  feel  anxious  to  hear 
from  me,  I  dispatched  the  Water  Witch  on  receiving  the  report  of  the 
officer  employed  surveying  the  bar,  with  a  verbal  report  to  you  of  the 
facts  of  the  case,  and  at  the  same  time  to  take  a  good  look  at  the  South 
Pass. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  the  Water  Witch  returned.  A  party  from 
this  ship  was  employed  during  most  of  the  day  sounding  and  placing 
buoys,  assisted  by  the  Water  Witch,  until  the  weather  became  boister¬ 
ous,’' when  they  knocked  off.  During  the  night  a  strong  gale  from  the 
northward  set  in,  and  I  have  fears  that  the  buoys  will  be  swept  away 
and  this  bar  shift,  when  I  will  have  to  go  over  all  the  work  again. 

September  29. — On  the  28th  I  succeeded  in  crossing  the  bar  at  2:30 
p.  m.,  Acting  Master  Wilcox  acting  as  pilot,  which  duty  I  am  pleased 
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to  say  was  performed  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner.  On  passing  over 
the  inner  bar,  with  10  feet  of  water  alongside,  the  ship  struck  an  old 
wreck,  grinding  hard,  and,  I  fear,  tearing  off  much  of  her  copper,  as 
many  pieces  of  the  wreck  wore  brought  to  the  surface  by  the  action  of 
the  propeller. 

I  ran  up  opposite  to  Pilot  Town  and  anchored  and  dispatched  a  boat 
to  the  Water  Witch  to  point  out  the  position  of  the  wreck,  with  orders 
to  use  all  dispatch  in  getting  the  Vincennes  up  to  this  anchorage. 

The  pilots  of  this  place  state  that  four  vessels  were  sunk  on  the  bar 
about  four  months  since  by  the  rebels  for  the  purpose  of  blocking  up 
the  channel.  The  Water  Witch  came  up  this  evening  and  reported  the 
wind  too  strong  to  tow  the  Vincennes ,  but  they  had  hedged  her  up  to 
the  outer  bar. 

September  30. — This  morning  at  daybreak  I  sent  the  Water  Witch 
down  to  the  Vincennes ,  with  Acting  Master  Wilcox  to  assist  in  piloting 
her  up. 

Boarded  the  pilot  boat  Frolic  from  up  the  river,  with  provisions  for 
the  residents  of  Pilot  Town,  and  finding  a  rebel  flag  on  board,  I  cap¬ 
tured  her  and  put  1  men  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Heitman  in  charge. 
1  shall  keep  her  for  the  present  in  company  with  this  ship  as  a  tender. 
As  the  crew  belong  to  this  place  and  the  boat  is  without  arms,  I  have 
permitted  them  to  land.  The  master  of  the  boat  states  as  a  reason  for 
his  having  the  rebel  flag  that  it  was  in  order  to  get  up  to  Fort  Johnson 
to  procure  provisions,  as  without  it  he  would  have  been  captured. 

I  found  several  New  Orleans  papers  on  board,  up  to  the  28th,  and 
several  private  letters,  which  I  have  retained  for  the  present. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  Pope, 

Captain . 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W .  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  U.  S.  S.  Niagara. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general  matters 

p>ertaining  to  his  command. 

No.  2.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Pass  a  V  Outre ,  September  88,  1861. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  on  the  22d  instant  to  address  a  hasty  commu¬ 
nication  to  you,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  orders  of  the  6th 
instant  appointing  me  to  the  command  of  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squad¬ 
ron,  and  also  of  your  letter  of  the  same  date. 

Before  entering  on  a  report  of  the  movements  of  the  squadron  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  that  has  intervened,  1  would  state  that  though  the  cabin 
accommodations  of  the  Niagara  are  very  inferior  to  those  of  the  Colo¬ 
rado,  I  have  determined,  should  the  decision  meet  the  approval  of  the 
Department,  to  remain  in  this  ship. 

She  has  a  good  and  happj^  crew,  very  much  attached  to  their  offi¬ 
cers,  and  one  from  whom  1  would  be  unwilling  to  separate  myself, 
except  by  order. 

The  Department  will  readily  appreciate  my  feeling  in  the  case  when 
reminded  that  many  of  the  officers  and  a  very  large  majority  of  the 
crew  have  been  together  for  almost  eighteen  months;  and  having  been 
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trained  under  my  command,  it  is  natural  that  1  should  feel  great  confi¬ 
dence  in  them.  That  confidence,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  is  fully 
reciprocated,  and  that  all  hands  are  impatient  for  the  opportunity  of 
doing  honor  to  their  ship  and  the  flag  she  bears.  Under  such  circum¬ 
stances  I  think  that  any  avoidable  change  is  not  advisable  and  might, 
if  made,  impair  for  a  time  at  least  the  efficiency  of  the  ship.  1  have 
therefore  appointed  Lieutenant  Guest  a  lieutenant  commanding,  in  the 
hope  that  the  appointment  may  meet  your  approval,  and  have  respect¬ 
fully  to  request  that  a  captain  may  not  be  ordered  to  her;  otherwise 
I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  transferring  my  flag  to  the  Colorado , 
the  arrangements  of  the  cabin  of  the  Niagara  being  unsuitable  for 
the  accommodation  of  both  flag-officer  and  captain.  Lieutenant  Guest, 
should  you  confirm  his  appointment,  will  continue  to  reside  in  the 
wardroom. 

I  do  not  wish  the  Department  to  understand  that  in  placing  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Guest  in  the  position  of  lieutenant  commanding  1  consider 
myself  at  all  released  from  responsibility  as  regards  the  safety  and 
efficiency  of  the  ship,  but  only  relieved  by  it  from  the  detail  of  ordi¬ 
nary  duty,  to  which  it  is  now  impossible  for  me  to  give  the  necessary 
attention. 

The  exigency  of  the  service  is  such  that  I  have  found,  it  necessary 
to  give  acting  appointments  as  masters  to  the  three  midshipmen  on 
board  this  ship,  Mr.  Swann,  Mr.  Robeson,  and  Mr.  Casey. 

Mr.  Swann  will  perform  the  duties  of  master,  which  will  enable 
Lieutenant  May  to  assume  the  duties  of  flag-lieutenant  and  signal 
officer. 

Mr.  Robeson  and  Mr.  Casey  will  perform  duty  as  watch  officers. 

I  have  been  obliged  to  order  Acting  Master  Delano,  from  this  ship, 
and  Acting  Master  Allen,  who  was  sent  out  for  the  St.  Louis ,  to  the 
steamer  South  Carolina ,  Commander  Alden  being  short  of  officers. 

As  this  ship  is  now  without  midshipmen  and  has  no  masters’  mates, 
I  beg  that  four  or  six  midshipmen  may  be  ordered  to  her. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  instant  (the  day  following  the  transfer  of 
the  flag  to  the  Niagara )  I  received  by  the  Water  Witch communica¬ 
tion  from  Captain  Pope,  of  the  Richmond ,  at  the  Pass  a  l’Outre,  stat¬ 
ing  that  in  consequence  of  a  fall  in  the  watter  his  ship  and  the  Vincennes 
could  not  cross  the  bar  as  had  been  directed. 

I  immediately  ordered  the  Vincennes  and  the  Water  Witch  to  the 
South  West  Pass  (where  the  Niagara  was  then  lying),  where  they 
arrived  at  6  p.  m.  the  same  evening.  As  soon  as  it  was  dark  I  got 
underwav  in  this  ship  and  proceeded  to  this  Pass,  wheie  I  ai lived  at 
1:30  a.  m.,  and  at  once  dispatched  the  Richmond  to  join  the  Vincennes 
and  Water  Witch  at  the  South  West  Pass,  with  instructions  to  cross 
the  bar  accompanied  by  those  vessels  and  take  possession  as  soon  as 
practicable  of  the  Head  of  the  Passes.  t 

On  the  25th  instant  the  Water  Witch  brought  a  message  from  Cap¬ 
tain  Pope,  stating  that  in  attempting  to  cross  the  bar  on  the  previous 
day  the  Richmond  had  grounded  and  had  been  obliged  to  haul  ofl. 
I  directed  another  attempt  to  be  made  and  am  now  anxiously  waiting 

the  result.  .  .  ,  .  .  _  ,  ,  ,  , . 

1  must  here  observe  that  the  situation  in  which  1  am  placed  from  the 
want  of  a  suitable  tender  is  exceedingly  embarrassing  and  trying. 
The  Niagara  is  the  only  ship  at  this  Pass.  I  can  not  leave  without 
raising  the  blockade,  and  have  no  means  of  communicating  with  any 
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vessel  in  the  fleet,  the  services  of  the  Water  Witch  being  essential  at 
present  to  the  success  of  the  attempt  to  occupy  the  Head  of  the  Passes. 

A  fast  steamer  of  light  draft  as  a  dispatch  vessel  is  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  efficiency  of  this  squadron. 

1  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  fort  on  Ship  Island  has  been 
evacuated  by  the  rebel  forces,  though  to  the  great  disappointment  of 
the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship,  who  were  anticipating  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  shelling  the  fort  and  making  prisoners  of  the  garrison. 

The  intelligence  was  brought  to  me  by  Commander  Smith,  of  the 
Massachusetts.  A  copy  of  his  report  is  herewith  enclosed;  also  a 
copy  of  a  communication  from  the  colonel  commanding  the  rebel 
forces,  which  was  found  on  the  island  after  Commander  Smith  took 
possession. 

I  beg  to  be  informed  whether  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Department  to 
hold  this  position,  or  that  the  fort  shall  be  effectually  destroyed;  also, 
in  case  of  its  being  held,  in  what  way  and  from  whence  the  necessary 
guns  and  men  are  to  be  procured,  as  a  sufficient  force  can  not  be  spared 
from  the  ships  without  impairing  their  efficiency,  and  Colonel  Brown, 
of  Fort  Pickens,  has  stated  in  reply  to  an  application  from  Captain 
Bailey  that  he  needs  all  his  men  for  his  own  operations. 

Two  hundred  men,  at  the  very  lowest,  would  be  required. 

Unless  it  should  be  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  occupy  and 
at  some  future  time  finish  this  fort,  I  would  recommend  that  it  be 
entirely  destroyed. 

In  my  opinion,  a  sand-bag  battery  at  the  point  of  the  Chandeleurs 
would  be  more  serviceable,  as  at  that  point  there  is  an  anchorage  for 
heav}7  ships. 

By  the  Massachusetts ,  on  her  return  to  her  station,  I  ordered  the 
Preble ,  Commander  French,  to  this  Pass  without  delay. 

It  is  my  intention  to  place  her  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes  should 
Captain  Pope  succceed  in  occupying  that  position.  As  soon  as  in  my 
power  I  will  station  another  steamer  there  also,  as  four  vessels  will  be 
necesary,  at  least  until  a  battery  is  erected. 

I  was  informed  by  Flag-Officer  Mervine  that  he  had  dispatched  a 
schooner  to  Tortugas  to  procure  ten  IX-inch  Dahlgren  guns  for  this 
battery,  and  I  am  in  hourly  ’expectation  of  her  arrival  here.  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  to  the  Department  that  two  rifled  guns  of  heavy 
caliber  be  sent  for  this  battery  as  early  as  practicable. 

I  would  also  suggest  that  a  supply  of  rifled  guns  and  howitzers  for 
the  use  of  the  vessels  and  boats  of  the  squadron  would  vastly  increase 
its  efficiency',  especiallv  as  regards  the  smaller  vessels. 

It  is  my  intention,  when  furnished  with  steamers  of  light  draft 
adapted  to  the  duty,  to  visit  every  point  on  the  coast  from  Tortugas 
to  the  Rio  Grande.  By  the  aid  of  two  such  steamers  in  towing  in  the 
boats  of  this  ship  and  the  Colorado  I  think  I  can  capture  or  destroy 
every  vessel  at  Apalachicola,  St.  Marks,  Tampa,  and  various  other 
Gays  and  inlets,  and  can  also  make  a  clean  sweep  of  the  Mississippi 
Sound.  Then,  by  sinking  obstructions  in  the  narrow  channels  through 
which  steamers  now  pass,  all  communication  between  New  Orleans  and 
Mobile  can  be  completely  broken  up. 

Such  complete  destruction  of  the  vessels  and  boats  now  in  possession 
of  the  rebels  along  the  coast  I  deem  very  important;  for,  this  accom¬ 
plished,  a  storeship  or  small  steamer  anchored  close  in  would,  at  many 
points,  constitute  an  effectual  blockade. 
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I  have  heard  nothing  of  the  Powhatan  since  she  went  in  pursuit  of 
the  Sumter.  I  beg  that  Commanders  Porter  and  Craven  may  be 
returned  to  this  squadron;  they  are  both  active  and  energetic  officers. 

The  French  war  steamer  Lavoisier ,  Captain  Ribourt,  entered  this 
Pass  on  the  23d  instant,  at  which  time  she  was  boarded  by  a  boat  from 
the  Richmond.  She  came  out  on  the  28th  instant  and  was  boarded  by 
an  officer  from  this  ship,  soon  after  which  1  received  a  visit  from  her 
captain.  He  was  exceedingly  courteous,  and  being  bound  directly  to 
Pensacola,  I  availed  myself  of  his  politeness  to  forward  a  communica¬ 
tion  to  Captain  Bailey,  of  the  Colorado. 

He  stated  to  me  that  his  vessel  had  been  anchored  near  the  Head  of 
the  Passes;  that  only  himself  and  his  purser  visited  New  Orleans;  and 
that  he  had  refused  to  receive  on  board  any  letters  or  papers  other 
than  official  documents  from  the  French  consul  to  his  admiral  and  to 
the  French  consul  at  Havana. 

He  informed  me  also  that  his  instructions  were  not  to  permit  any 
French  vessel  to  approach  our  shores,  and  that  he  would  capture  any 
such  he  might  meet  with,  however  near  our  coast. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  J).  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Nervine ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  a  court  of  enquiry 

regarding  his  conduct  while  in  command  of  the  Gulf  Squadron. 

U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island, 

New  York,  September  %9,  1861. 

Sir:  My  late  summary  recall  from  an  honorable  and  important  com¬ 
mand,  without  a  reason  assigned  for  the  step,  has  placed  me  in  a  most 
unenviable  position.  There  is  an  implied  censure  in  this  action  of  the 
Department,  to  which  I  can  not  submit  in  silence,  lest  it  should  be 
construed  into  an  admission  of  misconduct  or  neglect  of  duty. 

The  best  energies  of  my  mind  and  body  have  been  assiduously  and 
laboriously  devoted  to  carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  to  the  full  extent  the  means  placed  at  my  command  would 
allow’.  The  proud  consciousness  I  entertain  of  having  performed  my 
whole  duty  to  the  very  letter  makes.it  imperative  for  me  to  call  for 
the  judgment  of  my  peers  on  my  action,  which  I  ask  for,  through  the 
medium  of  a  court  of  enquiry  or  a  court-martial,  whichever  may  be 
deemed  most  expedient. 

Trusting  that  you  will  give  an  early  attention  to  this  matter, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  seivant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Tl  ashing  ton,  1).  C. 
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Report  of  Captain  Bailey ,  f  \  S.  Navy ,  regarding  proposed  attack,  upon 

the  Pensacola  navy  yard. 


U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  October  1 ,  1861. 

Sir:  The  coal  bark  J.  C.  Kuhn,  K.  G.  Lee,  acting  master,  has 
arrived  from  Ke}r  West.  She  brings  a  mail  for  the  squadron  and  New 
York  papers  to  the  13th  September.  The  frigate  Potomac  had  arrived 
at  Kev  West  with  one  case  of  varioloid  on  board.  It  was  supposed 
she  would  have  to  undergo  a  quarantine.  Your  order  by  the  French 
corvette  Lavoisier  was  received  and  I  will  be  ready  to  join  you  as  soon 
as  the  Potomac  or  a  vessel  of  force  arrives  to  take  the  Colorado’’ s  place 
on  this  blockade.  Colonel  Harvey  Brown,  the  commandant  of  Fort 
Pickens,  informed  me  yesterday  that  he  proposed  opening  fire  upon 
the  navy  yard  and  rebel  works  when  the  wind  becomes  fair  to  secure  a 
general  conflagration  of  the  buildings  at  the  navy  yard,  including  the 
steamer  Fulton.  I  informed  him  of  the  purport  of  your  order  for  me 
to  join  you  and  requested  that  he  would  open  fire  at  the  earliest 
moment  in  order  to  secure  the  cooperation  of  this  ship. 

I  have  directed  the  bark  J.  C.  Kuhn  to  proceed  to  Pass  a  l’Outre  to 
report  to  you.  Dispatches  and  mail  from  the  United  States  I  forward 
by  her. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Bailey, 

Captain . 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Price ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  dereliction  of 

Acting  Master’s  Plate  Wheeler ,  in  connection  with  the  capture  of 

schooner  Zavala ,  October  1 ,  1861. 

U.  S.  S.  Huntsville,  October  38,  1861. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  flag-officer  commanding  the  Gulf  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron  to  disrate  (from  the  16th  instant)  William  M.  Wheeler, 
master’s  mate,  on  board  this  ship,  and  send  him  to  New  York  in  one 
of  the  steamers,  and  acquaint  you  with  the  reasons. 

Mr.  Wheeler  being  in  charge  of  the  tender  to  this  ship,  the  sailing 
schooner  Dart ,  captured  on  the  1st  of  October,  off  Vermilion  Bay,  the 
schooner  Zavala,  formerly  of  Galveston,  but  sailing  from  Berwick  to 
Brazos,  Santiago. 

She  had  no  manifest,  but  a  receipted  bill  of  lading  from  the  New 
Orleans  and  Opelousas  Railroad  Company,  which  called  for  247  bales 
of  tobacco  and  8  boxes  of  merchandise;  the  latter  has  never  been 
accounted  for. 

The  passengers  (six  in  number)  and  crew  I  directed  to  be  landed  at  a 
ranch  near  Vermilion  Bay,  the  only  point  where  I  can  conveniently 
land  captured  persons  within  my  cruising  ground,  such,  for  instance, 
as  women  and  children,  and  men  who  are  not  in  the  service  of  the 
rebels. 

In  discharging  this  duty,  Mr.  Wheeler  not  only  failed  to  examine 
the  baggage  of  the  prisoners  for  contraband  articles,  but  permitted  the 
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boxes  of  merchandise,  which  were  medicines,  and  mainly  quinine,  esti¬ 
mated  to  be  worth  <§10,000,  also  to  go  on  shore  with  their  private 
effects. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  he  must  have  compounded  with  the  party  inter¬ 
ested  for  the  landing  of  the  quinine,  b}T  accepting  presents  of  articles 
which  they  had  no  further  control  of  or  he  any  right  to  accept.  In 
addition,  he  is  charged  with  having  rifled  the  prize  of  various  articles; 
and  also  with  having  been  grossly  intoxicated  for  several  days,  and 
also  part  of  his  crew. 

This  I  am  assured  of,  both  by  the  sober  part  of  the  crew,  as  also  two 
prisoners,  whom  1  detained  for  several  days  on  account  of  their  insub¬ 
ordination. 

Upon  learning  these  facts,  I  reported  the  case  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  squadron,  and  asked  for  a  court-martial,,  thinking  his 
conduct  required  a  greater  punishment  than  mere  dismissal  from. the 
service.  The  flag-officer,  however,  informs  me  that  it  is  not  convenient 
to  order  a  court,  and  directs  the  present  proceedings. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cicero  Price, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Nervine, 
TT.  S.  Navy ,  declining  to  order  a  court  of  enquiry. 

Navy  Department,  October  2,  1861. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo  is  received,  taking  exceptions  to 
the  action  of  the  Department  in  changing  the  command  of  the  Gulf 
Squadron  and  asking  a  court  of  enquiry  or  a  court-maitial  to  lelieve 

you  of  implied  censure.  .  .  .  .  ,  ,  ,  . 

At  a  time  like  this  the  Department  must  insist  on  its  right  and  duty 

to  make  such  selections  as  it  deems  will  best  promote  the  public  wel¬ 
fare,  without  regard  to  personal  pretensions,  and  while  it  would  treat 
with  all  tenderness  and  kindness  every  officer,  and  especially  veterans 
like  yourself,  it  can  not  permit  individual  considerations  to  influence 

and  control  its  actions.  ,  ,  ,  ,  . , 

That  “the  best  energies  of  your  mind  and  body  have  been  assidu¬ 

ously  and  laboriously  devoted  to  carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the 

Government”  may  be  admitted  without  the  formality  of  a  court,  but 
all  men  are  not  alike  constituted,  and  other  and  different  qualities, 
mental  or  physical,  than  yours  may  be  deemed  requisite  at  this  period 
without  the  implication  of  crime  or  fault  on  your  part.  In  selecting 
you  to  command  the  Gulf  Squadron  no  partiality  was  exercised,  nor 
has  any  prejudice  induced  a  change.  Only  the  true  and  best  interests 
of  the  country  have  been  consulted  in  what  has  been  done,  and  the 
Department  must  judge  of  men  as  well  as  means  best  adapted  to  carry 

into  effect  its  views.  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  ,  • 

Neither  the  time  nor  the  service  m  this  crisis  can  be  wasted  in  courts 
of  enquiry  or  courts-martial  growing  out  of  the  substitution  ot  one 
officer  for  another  for  any  duty.  Mere  forms  and  rank  can  not  be 
permitted  to  control  efficient  and  necessary  action  in  an  emergency  like 
this,  nor  can  officers  be  withdrawn  from  duty  unless  from  reasons  ot 
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great  public  necessity.  As  no  such  necessity  exists  in  consequence  of 
substituting  one  officer  for  another  as  hag-officer  in  the  Gulf,  1  must 
decline  ordering  a  court  of  enquiry  or  a  court-martial  in  your  case. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  Wm.  Mervine, 

Late  Flag-  Officer  of  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Utica ,  N.  Y. 


Abstract  log  U.  S.  ship  Yincennes ,  Commander  Handy ,  U.  S.  Nary, 

commanding . 

October  3,  1861.— Off  Southwest  Pass.  At  3  p.  m.  got  on  the  port 
side  of  the  channel  and  struck  one  of  the  vessels  sunk  by  the  rebels  for 
the  purpose  of  obstructing  the  channel.  At  4:30  took  the  schooner 
J.  N.  Genin  in  tow  for  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  she  being  loaded  with 
guns,  shells,  etc.,  for  the  battery  now  being  erected  at  the  Head  of  the 
Passes. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
assigning  to  his  command  the  U.  S.  barks'  Ethan  Allen  and  Kingfisher'. 


Navy  Department,  October  3,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  U.  S.  barks  Ethan  Allen.  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  William  B.  Eaton,  and  Kingfisher ,  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Jos.  P.  Couthouy,  have  been  ordered  to  report  to 
you  for  duty  in  squadron  under  your  command. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadr 


Gideon  Welles. 
on,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Captain  Pope,  F.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of  engineer 
officer  regarding  the  construction  of  battery  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes 
Mississippi  River. 

Y.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Head  of  the  Passes,  October  3,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  from  Lieutenant  McFar¬ 
land,  setting  forth  his  views  in  regard  to  the  practicability  of  con¬ 
structing  a  battery  at  the  Head  of  these  Passes. 

I  ha\  e  carefully  considered  all  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered  in 
the  constructing  of  the  work,  the  greatest  of  which  is  the  transporting 
of  the  guns  from  the  ship  to  the  shore,  owing  to  the  distance  in  shah 
low  water  making  out,  and  the  exposure  of  the  men;  this,  and  the 
other  reasons,  as  stated  by  Lieutenant  McFarland,  have  induced  me  to 
come  to  the  conclusion  of  fully  concurring  with  Lieutenant  McFar- 
and.  hi  nee  my  arrival  here  I  have  had  the  lumber  from  this  ship 
landed  at  the  Head  of  the  South  West  Pass,  but  will  discontinue 
further  operations  until  something  further  is  heard  from  you.  I 

hope  you  will  be  able  to  visit  this  place  and  then  you  can  better 
judge  for  yourself. 

l  am  taking  on  board  of  this  ship  four  of  the  guns  from  the  schooner 
to  be  mounted  on  the  deck  of  this  ship,  which  1  trust  will  meet  vour 
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approval.  We  are  closely  watched  by  the  enemy.  The  Ivy  has  been 
down  since  morning,  and  keeps  herself  about  3  to  4  miles  from  us. 

I  have  about  120  tons  of  coal  on  board;  my  side  bunkers  are  mostly 
out,  and  I  hope  soon  to  have  an  opportunity  to  fill  them,  in  order  to 
protect  the  boilers  from  the  enemy’s  shot.  1  hope  the  Vincennes  will 
soon  join  us,  together  with  the  steamers  you  made  mention  of. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  Pope, 

Captain. 

W  m.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Mississippi  River ,  Louisiana ,  October  3,  1861. 

Sir:  A  more  thorough  examination  of  the  Head  of  the  Passes  than 
my  former  hasty  visit  admitted  of,  has  led  me  to  materially  change 
the  opinion  expressed  in  the  report  made  thereon,  and  I  beg  leave  to 
offer  the  following  as  a  substitute: 

The  only  position  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes  where  a  battery  can  be 
of  material  service  is  at  the  junction  of  the  South  and  South  A  Vest 
passes.  A  battery  at  this  point  would  completely  command  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  the  South  West  Pass,  while  it  would  be  of  little  or  no  effect 
against  vessels  ascending  or  descending  the  Pass  a  l’Outre.  At  the 
same  time  it  would  only  be  of  service  against  vessels  escaping  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  the  fleet  above,  could  render  them  but  little  assistance  in  any 
attack  made  upon  them,  and  must  inevitably  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy  in  case  the  fleet  is  compelled  to  retire,  a  not  improbable  result 
if  a  very  superior  artillery  be  brought  to  bear  against  it.  A  battery 
can  be  constructed  there,  though  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered, 
especially  of  landing  guns,  are  great,  and  must  involve  considerable 
time.  But  if  I  were  asked  for  an  opinion  in  reference  to  the  propriety 
of  carrying  on  the  work,  I  should  say  that,  excepting  the  moral  effect, 
both  here  and  abroad,  of  having  a  battery  upon  the  enemy’s  soil,  the 
little  service  to  be  rendered  by  it  would  hardly  make  amends  for  the 
difficulties  of  accomplishment,  the  danger  to  the  health  of  the  men  in 
working  in  and  living  upon  such  a  soil,  and  the  possible  loss  of  guns 
and  morale  by  a  successful  attack  upon  the  fleet  and  the  consequent 
relinquishment  of  the  battery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Walter  McFarland, 

First  Lieutenant ,  Engineers ,  U.  S.  Army. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

U.  S.  S.  Niagara. 


Report  of  Commander  French ,  U.  S.  Nwy,  requesting  instructions 
regarding  the  disposition  of  four  contrabands. 

U.  S.  Ship  Preble, 

LLead  of  the  Passes ,  Mississippi  River ,  October  5,  1861. 
Sir:  While  lying  at  anchor  with  this  ship  and  the  U.  S.  ship  Marion 
at  Ship  Island,  and  being  momentarily  on  board  the  last-named  ship,  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  24th  of  September  ultimo,  a  small  rowboat  was 
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reported  as  pulling  from  the  mainland  in  the  direction  of  the  ship. 
Not  certain  whether  they  were  coming  there  or  intending  to  land  on 
Cat  Island,  where  rebel  steamers  had  been  passing,  I  directed  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commanding  Bryant  to  dispatch  a  boat  either  to  pursue  or 
relieve  them,  as  the  case  might  be.  In  a  short  time  the  boat  returned, 
bringing  with  them  a  small  boat  and  four  contrabands,  or  runaway 
slaves.  They  had  made  their  escape  from  Handsboro,  Miss.,  and  were 
seeking  refuge  on  board  our  ships.  Their  names  and  names  of  their 
masters  are  as  follows:  Parker  Hamilton,  Toney  Graves,  Stephen 
O’Neil,  belonging  to  R.  C.  Cowens;  William  Sanders,  belonging  to 
Robert  Carr.  Upon  their  statement  that  they  were  being  almost 
starved  to  death,  and  worked  to  death,  and  that  they  wanted  to  stay 
with  us,  I  directed  Lieutenant-Commanding  Bryant  to  retain  them  on 
board  the  Marion  and  to  supply  them  with  rations,  and  to  send  the 
other  two  on  board  this  ship. 

On  the  arrival  of  Commander  Smith  in  the  steamer  Massachusetts , 
with  orders  for  me  to  report  to  you  at  Pass  a  l’Outre,  1  reported  the 
circumstances  to  him  and  received  his  orders  to  bring  them  all  to  you. 
I  have  them  all  here,  and  await  your  orders  as  to  the  disposition  to  be 
made  of  them. 

From  these  contrabands  I  learn  the  rebels  have  a  powder  mill  in 
full  blast  at  a  place  called  Red  Bluff,  in  Handsboro,  on  Bernard’s 
Bayou.  They  sa}^  it  is  working  night  and  day  and  that  daily  trips  are 
made  by  carts  and  wagons,  bringing  the  raw  materials,  I  presume,  and 
taking  away  the  manufactured  article.  They  state  there  are  soldiers 
at  Biloxi,  a  place  2  miles  distant,  and  also  at  Ocean  Springs,  another 
landing  place  on  the  bayou,  below  the  powder  mill.  One  of  them 
says  a  revenue  cutter  guards  the  entrance  of  the  bayou,  while  the 
others  know  nothing  about  it. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  French, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  U.  S.  S.  Niagara. 


Report  of  Commander  Price ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  an  additional 
vessel  for  the  protection  of  outlets  from  Berwick ,  La. 

U.  S.  S.  Huntsville, 

Off  Atchafalaya  Bay,  October  8,  1861. 

Sir:  I  send  the  Dart  to  Pensacola  in  order  to  inform  you  in  regard 
to  matters  at  this  place. 

In  my  dispatch  of  the  1st  instant  I  mentioned  the  capture  of  the 
Zavala,  in  Vermilion  Bay.  There  was  no  manifest  or  othe’  papers 
beyond  a  railroad  freight  bill  and  receipt  which  called  for  247  bales  of 
tobacco  and  8  boxes  of  merchandise.  The  8  boxes,  I  am  informed, 
contained  mostly  quinine,  and  valued  at  $10,000. 

The  master’s  mate  in  command  of  the  Dart  at  the  time  (Mr.  Wheeler) 
permitted  the  boxes  to  go  on  shore  with  the  owner  as  part  of  his  bag¬ 
gage,  for  what  consideration  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn. 

fie  also  riff ed  the  schooner  of  considerable  liquor  and  other  things, 
and  was  disgracefully  drunk  for  several  days  afterwards. 

His  conduct  needs  to  be  investigated  b}^  a  court-martial.  I  can  not 
trust  him  any  further;  what  shall  I  do  with  him? 
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My  pilot,  Mr.  Leonard,  is  fit  only  for  that  position,  nor  are  his 
services  longer  required  even  in  that  capacity.  1  therefore  require  the 
services  of  two  more  officers  very  much.  1  am  reliably  informed  that 
a  steamer  larger  than  the  Sumter  (Confederate  steamer)  has  been  fitted 
for  sea  recently  at  Berwick  under  the  superintendence  of  Captain 
Hollins,  Lieutenants  Shepperd  and  Shryock,  late  of  the  U.  S.  Navy. 
She  is  called  the  Mobile;  her  boiler,  engines,  etc.,  are  all  protected  by 
timbers  12  inches  thick  and  railroad  iron  over  that. 

They  have  a  steam  tug  and  a  large  river  steamer  also  at  that  place, 
which  come  down  every  few  days  to  reconnoiter  the  offing. 

The  schooner  William  II.  King  is  also  armed  as  a  coast  guard.  I 
understand  she  is  of  60  or  70  tons. 

There  are  25  miles  of  outlet  through  the  various  bays  from  Berwick, 
so  you  will  perceive  that  another  vessel  of  war  is  very  much  needed 
here  to  prevent  them  from  getting  out,  or  even  to  keep  them  where 
they  are,  this  ship  being  1  qv  no  means  a  man-of-war  in  her  outfit. 

There  is  but  one  more  coasting  schooner  left  in  Berwick,  and  she 
will  not  probably  venture  out  for  some  time  to  come. 

The  Dart  has  just  returned  from  a  two  days’  cruise  to  the  westward, 
but  saw  nothing  outside. 

Travel  is  very  difficult  through  the  interior  of  Texas  on  account  of 
the  rain  and  the  badness  of  the  roads,  and  hence  the  authorities  say 
they  are  resolved  to  break  up  the  blockade. 

A  steamer  has  been  for  the  last  two  days  putting  down  stakes  by 
means  of  a  pile  driver  to  mark  the  channel. 

We  are  very  short  of  oil,  both  for  the  engines  and  lamps.  1  have 
expected  the  ‘ Rhode  Island  for  ten  days,  as  we  need  a  great  many 
things. 

I  send  by  this  conveyance,  also,  the  various  returns,  reports,  etc., 
up  to  this  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cicero  Price, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer, _ 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Pope ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  attach  by  Confed¬ 
erate  steamer  Ivy  upon  the  United  States  vessels  at  the  Head  oj  the 
Passes ,  Mississippi  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Mississippi  River ,  October  <9,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  the  Ivy  (steamer)  has  been  down  this 
afternoon  and  made  an  attack  upon  these  ships,  throwing  shot  and 
shell  over  this  ship  and  the  Preble,  keeping  herself  entirely  out  of 
the  rano-e  of  any  guns  on  board  either  of  the  ships,  her  shot  passing 
some  500  yards  over  this  ship,  which  makes  it  evident  that  we  are 
entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy.  We  are  liable  to  he. driven  from 
here  at  any  moment,  and,  situated  as  we  are,  our  position  is  untenable. 
I  may  be  captured  at  any  time  by  a  pitiful  little  steamer  mounting 
only  one  gun.  The  distance  at  which  she  was  firing  I  should  estimate 
at  4  miles,  with  heavy  rifled  cannon,  throwing  her  shot  and  shell  far 
beyond  us.  This  may  have  been  an  experiment  to  ascertain  the  range 
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of  our  guns,  which  they  now  have,  and  of  course  will  quickly  avail 
themselves  of  the  knowledge. 

The  guns  for  the  battery  have  not  yet  been  landed. 

It  would  be  the  height  of  folly  to  send  coal  or  provisions,  as  they 
could  not  be  taken  on  board  under  the  tire  of  the  enemy. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Pope, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Regoart  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  measures  for  the 
protection  of  the  United  States  vessels  %n  the  Mississippi  River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  October  10 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  just  arrived  at  this  anchorage  for  the  purpose  of  beg¬ 
ging  from  Colonel  Brown  the  loan  of  three  or  four  heavy  rifled  guns, 
without  which  our  ships  at  the  Mississippi  River  are  entirely  at  the 
mercy  of  the  enemy. 

The  Richmond,  Vincennes ,  and  Preble  have  succeeded  in  occupying 
the  Head  of  the  Passes.  The  Preble  was  towed  up  by  the  Water 
Witch ,  but  as  she  had  not  sufficient  power  to  move  the  Vincennes ,  I 
was  compelled  to  dispatch  two  of  the  coal  ships  to  relieve  the  South 
Carolina  in  the  blockade  of  Barataria  Bay  in  order  that  she  might  tow 
the  I  ■ incennes  up. 

About  10  o’clock  last  night  I  received  by  the  Water  Witch  a  com¬ 
munication  from  Captain  Pope,  of  the  Richmond ,  stating  that  during 
the  afternoon  they  were  attacked  by  a  steamer  called  the  Ivy,  mount¬ 
ing  twTo  or  three  heavy  rifled  cannon,  the  shot  and  shells  from  which 
passed  over  and  far  beyond  our  vessels,  whilst  theirs  fell  far  short. 

I  immediately  got  underway  for  this  place,  and  unless  I  can  pro¬ 
cure  from  Colonel  Brown  two  or  three  rifled  cannon  of  equal  range 
with  those  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  the  ships,  I  fear,  will  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  retire  from  their  position,  the  Ivy  being  so  exceedingly  fast 
that  it  is  impossible  for  the  Richmond  to  close  with  her. 

\  on  will  thus  perceive  that,  unless  this  squadron  is  supplied  with 
rifled  guns  of  heavy  caliber,  the  blockading  ships  are  liable  at  any 
moment  to  be  driven  from  their  anchorage  by  a  steamer  mounting  a 
single  rifled  gun. 

The  schooner  John  N.  Genin ,  from  Tortugas,  with  ten  IX-inch 
Dahlgren  guns  for  the  battery,  has  arrived.  Six  of  them  have  been 
mounted  on  the  deck  of  the  Richmond.  The  water  being  smooth,  she 
can  carry  them  without  injury. 

The  remaining  four  were  to  have  been  placed  in  a  battery,  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  which  was  progressing,  but  as  they  had  not  been  landed,  I  have 
ordered  the  schooner  containing  them  towed  down  to  the  bar,  as  other¬ 
wise  they  might  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  should  the  ships  be 
compelled  to  retire. 

I  he  sailing  sloops  Vincennes  and  Preble  are  of  very  little  use  in  their 
present  position.  Steamers  are  essential. 

Two  steam  gunboats  similar  to  the  Iroquois  would  be  more  service¬ 
able  here  than  a  dozen  sailing  vessels. 
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I  am  placed  in  a  very  trying  and  embarrassing  position.  The  vessels 
in  the  river  are  in  jeopardy.  The  Water  Witch  is  needed  to  aid  the 
sailing  vessels,  in  case  it  becomes  necessary  for  them  to  drop  down, 
and  having  no  other  means  of  communication,  I  have  been  obliged  to 
proceed  here,  in  this  heavy  ship,  to  procure,  if  possible,  suitable  guns 
for  their  defense. 

A  fast  steamer  of  light  draft,  expressly  for  a  dispatch  vessel,  is 
absolutely  essential. 

When  the  South  Carolina  arrived  at  South  West  Pass  on  the  3d 
instant  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  Vincennes  in  tow  she  brought 
with  her  two  small  schooners,  captured  near  Barataria,  under  English 
colors,  both  having  on  board  arms  and  ammunition. 

Not  deeming  it  prudent  to  risk  these  arms  and  munitions  in  an 
unarmed  vessel,  I  have  had  them  transferred,  with  other  prize  goods, 
to  the  storeship  Wight  ingale,  for  transportation  to  New  York,  it  being 
m3'  intention  to  dispatch  her  as  soon  as  possible  for  another  cargo  of 
coal. 

The  smaller  schooner  (51  tons)  being  very  fast,  Commander  Alden 
is  desirous  of  retaining  her  as  a  tender,  and  I  have  allowed  him  to  do 
so.  The  larger  one  (1-45  tons)  being  old  and  leak}',  I  purpose  to  sink 
her  in  one  of  the  channels  in  Mississippi  Sound. 

The  engine  of  the  South  Carolina  was  much  out  of  order,  and  liable 
to  break  down  at  any  moment;  1  was  therefore  obliged  to  detain  her 
a  short  time  for  repairs.  I  am  happy  to  sa}T  that  these  have  been 
made,  and  that  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant  she  returned  to  her 
station. 

B}'  her  I  sent  orders  to  the  commanders  of  the  coal  ships,  which 
had  relieved  her,  to  proceed  to  Ship  Island  and  aid  the  Massachusetts 
in  the  blockade  of  the  Mississippi  Sound. 

Feeling  the  importance  of  having  a  steamer  of  greater  speed  and 
power  than  the  Water  Witch  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  1  dispatched 
on  the  7th  instant  orders  to  the  commander  of  the  sloop  of  war  Marion , 
at  Ship  Island,  to  proceed  immediately  to  Apalachicola  and  relieve  the 
steamer  Cuyler ,  sending  hy  her  instructions  to  the  commander  of  the 
Cuyler  to  proceed  to  the  Head  of  Passes  of  the  Mississippi  with  all  pos¬ 
sible  dispatch. 

These  orders  were  conveyed  to  the  Marion  by  the  Colorado ,  Captain 
Bailey,  he  being  instructed  to  await  at  Ship  Island  the  arrival  of  the 
Niagara.  It  was  my  intention  to  join  him  there  for  the  purpose  of 
lightening  the  ships  preparatory  to  an  attack  on  Pensacola,  I  having 
a"clay  or  two  since  received  a  communication  from  Colonel  Brown 
stating  that  he  was  now  ready  to  open  fire,  and  asking  my  cooperation. 

It  is  proper  I  should  inform  you  that  there  are  but  three  vessels,  the 
South  Carolina ,  the  Huntsville,  and  the  Santee ,  to  guard  the  coast  from 
the  Mississippi  to  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  services  of  ten  or  twelve  steamers  of  light  draft  and  heavily 
armed  would  at  this  time  be  worth  millions  to  the  Government;  with¬ 
out  them,  I  fear  that  Louisiana  and  Texas  will  be  flooded  Avith  arms 
and  ammunition. 

At  6  a.  m.  to-day,  while  on  my  way  to  this  place,  I  met  the  army 
steamer  General  McClellan ,  bringing  me  dispatches  from  Colonel 
Brown,  stating  that  at  3  o’clock  yesterday  morning  the  enemy  landed 
on  Santa  Rosa  and  partially  destroyed  the  camp  of  the  zouaves,  but 
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had  been  repulsed  with  considerable  loss.  He  asks  my  cooperation  in 
an  attack,  which  it  is  needless  to  say  will  be  cheerfully  rendered. 

The  commander  of  the  McClellan ,  at  my  request,  conveyed  an  order 
to  the  Colorado  at  Ship  Island  to  join  me  at  Fort  Pickens  without 
delay. 

I  bey  to  be  informed  whether,  in  the  event  of  the  ships  holding  their 
position  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  the  Department  deems  it  essential 
to  keep  vessels  off  the  entrance  of  the  principal  passes  to  give  notifica¬ 
tion  of  the  blockade. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


October  11. 


P.  S. — Sir:  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  Colonel  Brown  has  loaned 
me  a  30  and  a  12-pounder  Parrott  gun,  with  the  necessary  ammunition, 
and  has  placed  at  my  disposal  the  army  steamer  General  McClellan  to 
convey  them  to  the  Mississippi.  As  she  is  very  fast  theiT  will  reach 
there  much  sooner  than  would  be  possible  if  carried  by  this  ship  or 
the  Colorado. 

By  means  of  them  I  hope  the  ships  will  be  able  to  maintain  their 
position. 

1  am  about  to  go  on  shore  for  the  purpose  of  communication  with 
Colonel  Brown  in  reference  to  the  proposed  attack. 

Very  respectfully, 


Wm.  W.  McKean. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Brown ,  II.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer  McKean , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  suggesting  positions  for  the  United  States  vessels  of 
Fort  Pickens. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens ,  October  12,  1861. 

Sir:  From  reports  received  unofficially  from  rebel  officers  who  have 
been  at  the  fort  during  my  absence,  I  hear  that  the  rebels  are  very 
much  dissatisfied  with  the  result  of  the  expedition  of  Tuesday  night, 
and  are  desirous  to  repeat  it. 

If  their  forces  are  as  great  as  represented,  this  may  not  be  improb¬ 
able. 

Permit  me,  then,  to  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be  as  well  to 
move  the  Colorado  opposite  the  place  of  their  landing,  and  also  the 
Potomac  somewhat  lower  down,  near  the  hospital,  so  as  to  hold  that 
point  if  the  Colorado  moves  to  assist  in  the  bombardment. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Harvey  Brown, 

Colonel ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


703 


Attack  by  Confederate  vessels  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  at 
Head  of  the  Passes ,  Mississippi  River ,  October  12,  1861. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Of  Fort  Pickens ,  October  15,  1861. 

Sir:  The  steamer  McClellan  has  just  arrived  with  disastrous  news 
from  the  Mississippi.  Our  ships  have  been  driven  from  the  Head  of 
the  Passes. 

The  Richmond  had  several  of  her  planks  stove  in  by  the  steam 
ram,  and  all  the  guns  of  the  Vincennes  except  four  have  been  thrown 
overboard. 

Nothing  but  the  arrival  in  the  McClellan  of  the  rifled  guns  loaned 
from  Fort  Pickens  saved  the  vessels  from  another  and,  probably, 
more  destructive  attack. 

I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  the  report  made  by  Captain  Pope, 

My  own  duty,  in  view  of  this  intelligence,  appears  plain.  I  shall 
return  to  the  river  immediately  in  this  ship,  notwithstanding  that 
every  arrangement  is  made  for  the  bombardment  of  Pensacola  at  day¬ 
light  to-morrow  morning.  The  two  ships  here,  the  Niagara  and  the 
Colorado,  were  to  open  upon  Fort  McRee  and  the  adjoining  batteries. 

A  large  increase  of  force  and  a  supply  of  heavy  rifled  guns  is 
essential. 

I  shall  leave  the  Colorado  here  to  blockade  the  harbor  and  to  prevent 
a  landing  of  the  enemy  upon  Santa  Rosa. 

The  rebels  are  said  to  have  concentrated  11,000  men  at  this  point, 
and  threaten  to  take  the  fort  by  storm.  . 

I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  last  night 
from  Commander  Cicero  Price,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville. 

1  refer  you  to  Commander  Ronckendorft  for  particulars. 

In  Preat  haste,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

A  lag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Pope,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Richmond. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

South  West  Pass  of  Mississippi  River,  October  13,  1861. 

Sir-  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

At  3:45  a.  m.,  October  12,  1861,  while  the  watch  on  deck  were 
employed  in  taking  coal  on  board  from  the  schooner  Joseph  H.  loone, 
a  ram  was  discovered  in  close  proximity  to  this  ship.  Bv  the  time  the 
alarm  could  be  given,  she  had  struck  the  ship  abreast  of  the  port  tore 
channels,  tearing  the  schooner  from  her  fasts  and  forcing  a  hole 

through  the  ship’s  side.  _  ,  ,  ,  .  ,  w 

Parsing  aft,  the  ram  endeavored  to  effect  a  breach  in  the  stern,  but 
failed  Three  planks  in  the  ship’s  side  were  stove  in  about  2  teet 
below  the  water  line,  making  a  hole  about  5  inches  in  circumference. 
At  the  first  alarm  the  crew  promptly  and  coolly  repaired  to  their 
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quarters,  and  as  the  ram  passed  abreast  of  the  ship  the  entire  port 
battery  was  discharged  at  her,  with  what  effect  it  was  impossible  to 
discover,  owing  to  the  darkness.  A  red  light  was  shown  as  a  signal  of 
danger  and  the  squadron  was  underway  in  a  very  few  minutes,  hay¬ 
ing  slipped  their  cables.  I  ordered  the  Preble  and  "t  mcenne-s  to  proceed 
down  the  South  West  Pass,  while  I  covered  their  retreat,  which  they 
did  at  about  4:50  a.  m.  At  this  time  three  large  tire  rafts,  stretching 
across  the  river,  were  rapidly  nearing  us,  while  several  large  steamers 
and  a  bark-rigged  propeller  were  seen  astern  of  them.  The  squadron 
proceeded  down  the  river  in  the  following  order:  First,  Preble;  second, 
Vincennes;  third,  Richmond;  fourth,  Water  Witch,  with  the  prize 
schooner  Frolic  in  tow.  When  abreast  of  the  pilot  settlement  the  pilot 
informed  me  that  he  did  not  consider  it  safe  to  venture  to  turn  this  ship 
in  the  river,  but  that  he  believed  he  could  pass  over  the  bar.  I  accord¬ 
ingly  attempted  to  pass  over  the  bar  with  the  squadron,  but  in  the 
passage  the  Vincennes  and  Richmond  grounded,  while  the  Preble 
went  over  clear.  This  occurred  about  8  o’clock,  and  the  enemy,  who 
were  now  down  the  river  with  live  steamers,  commenced  tiring  at  us, 
while  we  returned  the  tire  from  our  port  battery  and  rifled  gun  on  the 
poop,  our  shot,  however,  falling  short  of  the  enemy,  while  their  shell 
burst  on  all  sides  of  us  and  several  passed  directly  over  the  ship.  At 
about  9: 30  Commander  Handy,  of  the  Vincennes ,  mistaking  my  sig¬ 
nal  to  the  ships  outside  the  bar  “to  get  underway”  for  a  signal  for 
him  “to  abandon  his  ship”  came  on  board  the  Richmond  with  all  his 
officers  and  a  large  number  of  the  crew,  the  remainder  having  gone 
on  board  the  Water  Witch.  Captain  Handy  before  leaving  his  ship 
had  placed  a  lighted  slow  match  at  the  magazine.  Having  waited  a 
reasonable  time  for  an  explosion,  I  directed  Commander  Handy  to 
return  to  his  ship  with  his  crew,  to  start  his  water  and,  if  necessary,  at 
his  own  request,  to  throw  overboard  his  small  guns,  for  the  purpose  of 
lightening  his  ship,  and  to  carry  out  his  hedge  with  a  cable  to  heave 
off  by.  At  10  a.  m.  the  enemy  ceased  firing  and  withdrew  up  the 
river.  During  the  engagement  a  shell  entered  our  port  quarter  port, 
and  one  of  the  boats  was  stove  by  another  shell.  At  10:30  a.  m. 
dispatched  Acting  Master  Devens,  of  the  Vincennes,  in  the  Frolic , 
with  orders  to  the  South  Carolina ,  in  Barataria  Bay,  to  come  down  to 
our  assistance. 

At  1  p.  m.  made  a  steamer  standing  down  from  Pass  a  l’Outre 
toward  us,  which  proved  to  be  the  army  transport  McClellan ,  with 
rifled  guns  from  Fort  Pickens  for  this  ship.  At  4  p.  m.  sent  the  Water 
Witch  down  to  Barataria  Bay  for  the  South  Carolina  and  Huntsville , 
with  orders  to  order  the  latter  to  Pass  a  l'Outre  and  the  former  to  this 
place.  At  5  p.  m.  received  on  board  the  guns  and  ammunition  from 
the  McClellan.  My  object  in  dispatching  the  Water  Witch  for  the 
above-named  steamers  was  for  the  purpose  of  having  them  up  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  to  send  the  Huntsville  to  guard  Pass  a  l’Outre  and  the 
South  Carolina  to  assist  in  towing  this  ship  and  the  Vincennes  over 
the  bar  to  prevent  us  being  fired  or  sunk.  I  have  this  morning  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  getting  this  ship  over  the  bar.  The  McClellan  and  South 
Carolina  are  using  all  exertions  to  get  the  Vincennes  off.  The  Night¬ 
ingale  is  hard  and  fast  ashore  to  the  northward  of  the  bar.  1  have 
succeeded  in  reducing  the  leak  of  this  ship,  so  that  our  small  engines 
keep  the  ship  free.  This  is  only  temporary,  and  the  ship  will  have  to 
go  to  some  place  and  have  three  planks  put  in.  I  have  received  the 
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rifle  guns,  and  placed  the  32-pounder  on  the  forecastle  and  the 
12-pounder  on  the  poop.  The  coal  schooner  Joseph  II.  Toone  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  haying  about  15  tons  of  coal  on  board.  Could 
I  have  possibly  managed  this  ship  in  any  way  than  keeping  her  head 
up  and  down  the  river,  1  would  have  stopped  at  Pilot  Town  to  give 
battle,  but  this  was  found  too  hazardous,  owing  to  her  extreme  length. 
The  attempt  was  made,  but  the  broadside  could  not  be  brought  to 
bear  without  running  the  ship  ashore.  1  then  concluded,  as  advised 
by  the  pilot,  to  run  for  the  bar,  and  trust  to  chance  of  finding  water 
enough  to  cross. 

The  schooner  John  N.  Genin  is  at  anchor  outside  of  the  bar.  As 
soon  as  I  can  discharge  her,  the  guns,  etc.,  the  charter  party  will  be 
endorsed  as  you  directed.  In  narrating  the  affair  of  the  river,  I 
Omitted  to  state  that  the  ram  sunk  one  of  our  Large  cutters  and  a  shot 
from  the  enemy  stove  the  gig.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  Vincennes 
is  afloat  and  at  anchor  outside  on  my  starboard  quarter.  I  send  by  the 
McClellan  the  detachment  of  men  belonging  to  the  Niagara  and  Colo¬ 
rado.  I  have  ordered  Assistant  Surgeon  Robinson  from  the  Vincennes 
to  temporary  duty  on  board  of  this  ship. 

At  the  advice  of  the  surgeon  of  this  ship,  I  have  permitted  Assistant 
Surgeon  Howell  (condemned  by  survey)  to  return  in  the  McClellan , 
all  of  which  I  hope  you  will  approve. 

I  have  also  directed  Commander  Alden  to  proceed  with  all  dispatch 
to  Pass  a  l’Outre,  and  as  soon  as  relieved  by  a  steamer  to  return  to  his 
station.  I  also  loaned  to  him  the  rifled  howitzer  sent  out  for  the  Pow¬ 
hatan.  I  have  ordered  the  master  of  the  Nightingale  to  deliver  50 
tons  of  coal  to  the  McClellan.  This,  together  with  what  I  will  take 
out,  will,  I  trust,  lighten  her  so  that  I  will  be  enabled  to  haul  her  off, 
when  I  shall  put  the  guns,  etc.,  from  the  schooner  on  board. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Pope, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Blockading  Squadron. 


Second  report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

No.  5.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  South  West  Pass  of  Mississippi  \River\,  October  85, 1861. 

Sir:  On  the  15th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you,  from  the 
anchorage  off  Fort  Pickens,  a  short  and  hasty  dispatch  (No.  4)  inform¬ 
ing  you  of  the  disastrous  intelligence  received  from  this  place  by  the 
army  steamer  McClellan. 

This  dispatch  I  forwarded  by  the  hands  of  Commander  Konckendorff, 
who  took  passage  in  the  McClellan  for  New  Fork. 

I  left  Fort  Pickens  at  2  p.  m.  on  the  15th  instant,  spoke  the  U.  S.  S. 
South  Carolina  off  Pass  a  l’Outre  at  2  a.  m.  on  the  16th,  and  at 
8:30  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  this  Pass. 

I  immediately  commenced  an  investigation  for  the  purpose  of  learn¬ 
ing-  all  the  circumstances  of  the  affair,  and  T  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to 
say  that  the  more  I  hear  and  learn  of  the  facts  the  more  disgraceful 
does  it  appear. 
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My  first  impulse  was  to  place  another  officer  in  command  and  ordei 
a  reoccupation  of  the  position,  but  upon  mature  reflection  I  decided  to 
await  the  arrival  of  some  of  the  Government-built  gunboats,  which  I 
can  not  but  hope  are  now  on  their  way  to  join  this  squadron. 

My  reasons  are  as  follows:  The  Richmond ,  owing  to  her  great 
length,  is  difficult  to  handle  in  a  narrow  channel  with  a  strong  current, 
and  the  Ouyler  not  having  arrived,  I  had  no  steamer  to  support  her 
unless  I  withdrew  the  South  Carolina  from  Barataria. 

This  I  was  unwilling  to  do,  having  received  information  from  the 
crews  of  the  schooners  captured  near  that  place  that  other  vessels 
belonging  to  the  same  owner  were  loading  with  arms  in  Havana. 

I  say,  “no  steamer,”  for  I  am  convinced  from  experience  that  sailing 
ships  in  that  position  are  worse  than  useless. 

On  the  arrival  of  suitable  vessels  I  shall  at  once,  unless  otherwise 
instructed,  again  take  possession  of  the  Head  of  the  Passes. 

1  found  on  my  arrival  that  the  sloop  Preble  had  been  dispatched  to 
Ship  Island  to  obtain  wood,  though  a  supply  can  be  procured  on  any 
of  the  mud  banks  at  the  entrance  of  this  river.  I  can  not  but  express 
surprise  that  any  officer  should  have  asked  permission,  or  been  allowed 
to  leave  at  such  a  time,  more  especially,  as  I  And  that  the  Pass  a  l'Outre 
was  left  unguarded  for  twenty-four  hours,  rendering  it  possible  that 
armed  vessels  of  the  enemy  may  have  escaped,  tliough  I  have  no 
information  that  such  is  the  case. 

1  had  prepared  a  precept  for  a  court  of  enquiry  that  I  might  be 
enabled  to  report  legally  ascertained  facts  to  the  Department,  but  I 
found  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  assemble  a  court  and  obtain  the 
testimony  of  the  witnesses  without  diverting  too  many  vessels  and 
officers  from  the  far  more  important  duties  of  the  blockade. 

I  have,  therefore,  deemed  it  best  for  the  interest  of  the  service  to 
remove  Commander  Handy  without  the  formality  of  a  court  of  enquiry, 
and  have  placed  Lieutenant  Marcy  in  charge  of  the  Vincennes  until  the 
pleasure  of  the  Department  be  made  known.  Commander  Hand}"  has 
orders  to  return  home  in  the  first  supply  steamer  that  may  arrive  and 
report  by  letter  to  the  Department.  A  copy  of  his  report  to  me  is 
herewith  transmitted,  also  copies  of  reports  from  Commander  French 
and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Winslow,  and  a  copy  of  a  second  report 
from  Captain  Pope. 

I  will  here  state  that  Lieutenant  Commanding  Winslow,  in  the  Water)' 
Witch ,  with  one  rifled  12-pounder  howitzer,  actually  covered  the 
retreat,  and  not  only  this,  but  took  in  tow  and  brought  off  in  safety 
a  small  prize  schooner  which  had  been  abandoned.  He  is  worthy  of 
promotion. 

Commander  Alden,  of  the  South  Carolina ,  has  also  proved  himself 
an  exceedingly  efficient  and  valuable  officer.  I  hope  the  Department 
will  make  an  arrangement  by  which  he  may  be  placed  in  command  of 
one  of  the  larger  steam  gunboats  which,  I  understand,  are  fitting  for 
this  station. 

This  unfortunate  occurrence  has  completely  deranged  all  my  plans. 
I  am  now  tied  to  this  place  until  an  increase  of  force  arrives,  having 
no  vessel  to  blockade  this  Pass. 

It  is  proper  to  mention  that  soon  after  my  arrival  here  the  Ivy  and 
another  rebel  steamer  (name  unknown)  came  down  the  Pass  to  recon- 
noiter.  I  directed  the  commanders  of  the  South  Carolina  and  Water 
Mitch  to  cross  the  bar  in  chase.  They  pursued  the  rebel  boats  several 
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miles  beyond  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  when,  finding  that  they  were 
unable  to  close  with  them,  they  gave  up  the  chase;  a  number  of  shots 
were  exchanged,  but,  owing  to  the  long  range,  without  marked  effect. 

The  Richmond ,  in  companjr  with  the  Guyler ,  is  now  blockading 
Pass  a  l’Outre,  but  it  is  important  that  she  should  be  relieved  as  soon 
as  possible,  that  she  may  be  taken  into  smooth  water  to  repair  the 
injury  done  by  the  steam  ram. 

The  Vincennes  has  now  but  four  8-inch  guns;  six  of  the  9-inch 
intended  for  the  battery  are  still  on  the  deck  of  the  Richmond ,  and  as 
four  are  as  many  as  it  is  prudent  for  her  to  carry  in  rough  water,  I 
shall  order  two  transferred  to  the  Vincennes ,  should  I  find  she  can  be 
fitted  to  carry  them. 

The  schooner,  on  board  of  which  were  the  four  remaining  guns, 
being  a  chartered  vessel,  I  thought  it  desirable  that  she  should  be  dis¬ 
charged  as  soon  as  possible.  I  have  therefor  sent  her,  under  convoy 
of  the  Water  Witch,  to  Ship  Island  to  land  them,  as  I  do  not  consider 
it  advisable  to  erect  the  battery  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes  unless  we 
have  guns  of  equal  range  with  those  of  the  enemy  to  mount  there. 

I  am  under  great  obligations  to  Colonel  Brown  for  the  loan  of  the 
two  rifled  Parrott  guns,  and  also  for  placing  at  my  disposal  the  army 
steamer  Me  Clellan  to  convey  them. 

Captain  Gray,  who  commands  the  Me  Clellan,  was  exceedingly  active 
in  aiding  our  ships  when  aground  in  the  South  West  Pass.  He  suc¬ 
ceeded,  alone,  in  floating  the  Richmond,  and  then  aided  Commander 
Alden,  of  the  South  Carolina,  in  getting  off  the  Vincennes  and  bring¬ 
ing  her  safely  over  the  bar. 

The  day  previous  to  leaving  the  anchorage  off  Fort  Pickens  I  dis¬ 
patched  the  frigate  Potomac  to  Ship  Island,  a  second  case  of  smallpox 
having  appeared  on  board. 

I  directed  Captain  Powell  to  land  the  patient  on  the  island,  and  to 
remain  to  blockade  the  entrance  of  Mississippi  Sound. 

I  have  since  instructed  him  to  have  the  four  IX-inch  guns  which  I 
sent  by  the  schooner  Genin  mounted  in  the  fort,  and  to  land  from 
his  ship  a  sufficient  force  to  work  them. 

It  is  very  important  that  there  should  be  a  depot  on  this  station. 
Key  West  is  too  distant.  A  more  central  location  is  desirable.  I 
have  not  yet  had  it  in  my  power  to  visit  Ship  Island,  but  from  the 
information  I  have  received  in  regard  to  it,  I  think  it  combines  the 
two  most  essential  requisites,  viz.,  safe  anchorage  and  smooth  water, 
and  would  therefore  recommend  it  as  a  suitable  place. 

M}r  reasons  for  proposing  the  establishment  of  a  depot  are  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

1st.  It  is  both  difficult  and  tedious  to  coal  ships  at  sea,  even  when  it 
is  calm;  the  swell  renders  it  impossible  to  haul  the  large  coal  ships 
alongside  without  injury  to  both  vessels.  The  coaling,  therefore,  has 
to  be  done  with  boats,  and  not  only  consumes  much  time,  but  fre¬ 
quently,  for  days  together,  the  water  is  so  rough  that  nothing  can  be 
done. 

2d.  It  is  necessary  for  these  large  coal  ships  to  retain  one-tliird  of 
their  cargo  for  ballast  until  they  reach  some  port  where  sand  can  be 
obtained;  this  is  plenty,  and  easily  procured  at  Ship  Island.  One 
ship  could  be  anchored  there  to  receive  the  coal  which  the  others  have 
retained  as  ballast,  and  they  be  dispatched  without  delay  for  a  further 
supply. 
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3d.  A  hospital  for  the  squadron,  at  which  any  cases  of  infectious 
disease  might  be  landed,  is  very  important.  On  this  island,  thei  c  is, 

I  am  informed,  a  building  formerly  occupied  by  the  keeper  of  the 
light-house,  which  can  be  fitted  up  for  this  purpose.  . 

There  are  also  several  other  buildings  and  sheds  and^  sufficient 
lumber  to  prepare  additional  shelter,  should  it  be  needed.  The  island 
also  affords  wood,  and  I  think  water. 

By  keeping  one  or  two  steamers  moving  up  and  down  the  coast,  to 
relieve  the  vessels  one  at  a  time,  they  might  each,  in  turn,  proceed  to 
the  island,  procure  coal,  wood,  water,  stores,  and,  if  necessary,  make 
repairs,  and  in  a  few  days  be  back  on  their  stations. 

It  will  be  necessary,  however,  should  this  be  done,  to  keep  a  heavily 
armed  ship  always  there  to  act  as  a  guard,  unless  it  should  be  decided 
to  garrison  the  fort. 

On  my  arrival  at  this  place  I  found  the  steamer  Huntsville  here. 
She  had  been  sent  for  by  Captain  Pope  to  aid  in  getting  the  ships 
afloat,  but  did  not  arrive  in  time. 

Her  commander  reported  her  unfit  for  service.  I  therefore,  ordered 
a  survey  (a  copy  of  which,  marked  “A,”  I  inclose)  and  find  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  send  her  to  Key  West  for  temporary  repairs.  Were  it  possi¬ 
ble  to  spare  her,  she  ought  to  be  sent  home,  as  she  needs  a  thorough 
overhauling,  never  having  been  an  efficient  vessel. 

I  have  to  request  that  the  Department  will  not  dispatch  any  more 
sailing  vessels  to  this  station;  they  would  only  be  an  incumbrance. 
The  smallest  steamer,  mounting  one  heavy  rifled  gun,  would  be  more 
serviceable  than  a  heavy  sailing  frigate;  ten  such  could  be  furnished 
at  the  same  cost. 

I  must  here  mention  that  I  have  received  information  that  the  rebels 
are  fitting  a  floating  battery  and  several  steam  gunboats  in  Mississippi 
Sound,  also  an  ironclad  steamer,  mounting  four  heavy  guns,  in  Ber¬ 
wick  Bay.  Should  our  sailing  ships  be  anchored  close  in  to  blockade, 
the  lighter  ones,  in  a  calm,  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  these  steamers. 

I  learn  also  from  the  crew  of  the  prize  schooner  Barnard ,  which 
escaped  a  few  days  since  from  Mobile,  that  at  that  place  three  steamers 
are  being  fitted  as  gunboats,  with  one  or  twTo  heavy  guns  each;  a  float¬ 
ing  battery,  somewhat  similar  to  the  one  used  at  Charleston  in  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sumter,  is  being  prepared;  the  steamers  plying 
between  NewT  Orleans  and  Mobile  have  been  armed  and  Grant’s  Pass 
protected  b}r  a  battery  mounting  four  heavy  guns,  two  of  which  are 
rifled. 

These  men  also  state  that  an  Eastern  man  has  taken  a  contract,  and 
is  now  employed  rifling  all  the  guns  at  Fort  Morgan. 

1  mention  all  these  facts  in  order  to  show  the  Department  the  abso¬ 
lute  necessity  of  an  immediate  and  large  increase  of  steam  force  to 
this  station,  as  there  is  not  one  single  point  that,  in  my  opinion,  is 
sufficiently  guarded. 

1  enclose  a  statement  (marked  1,4  B  ”)  of  the  number  and  position  of 
vessels  which  I  consider  necessary  to  make  a  thoroughly  effective 
blockade  of  the  coast  of  the  Gulf. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 
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Report  of  Commander  Handy,  t.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  IT.  S.  ship  Vincennes. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Off  South  West  Pass ,  Mississippi  River ,  October  Iff  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  my  safe  arrival  at  this  place,  having  left  the 
Head  of  the  Passes  on  the  12th  instant  in  company  with  the  Richmond 
and  Preble.  On  my  route  down  it  was  my  misfortune  (as  anticipated) 
to  ground  some  distance  from  the  bar,  going  head  on.  The  three  ves¬ 
sels  were  pursued  by  rebel  armed  steamers,  who,  after  awhile,  com¬ 
menced  a  brisk  firing.  The  Vincennes  not  being  able,  from  her  situ¬ 
ation,  to  bring  her  broadside  guns  to  bear  on  the  enemy,  I  took  down 
all  the  cabin  bulkheads  and  caused  two  of  the  8-inch  shell  guns  to  be 
run  out  of  the  stern  ports;  continued  a  sharp  firing  with  them  until 
the  signal,  No.  1  (as  understood  on  board  this  ship),  was  displayed 
from  the  Richmond.  I  continued  my  firing,  however,  for  some  time 
afterwards.  I  then  directed  the  officers  and  crew  to  repair  to  the 
Richmond  and  Water  Witch,  Previously  to  leaving  this  ship  I  caused 
a  slow  match  to  be  placed  in  the  magazine,  which  fortunately  did 
not  cause  an  explosion.  I  then  reported  myself  to  Captain  Pope. 
Ascertaining  from  him  that  there  was  a  misunderstanding  about  the 
signal,  I  repaired  with  the  officers  and  crew  on  board  the  Richmond 
to  the  Vincennes ,  obtaining  his  permission  to  throw  overboard  the 
fourteen  32-pounders,  round  shot,  and  any  articles  that  might  have  a 
tendency  to  lighten  the  ship,  as  I  was  more  than  anxious  to  save  her 
from  the  grasp  of  the  rebels,  feeling  that  the  vessel  was  of  more  value 
to  the  Government  than  the  guns.  Although  the  ship  was  lightened 
by  the  operation,  still  it  was  not  sufficient  to  float  her,  but  the  day  fol¬ 
iowing  I  was  relieved  from  my  embarrassing  situation  by  the  steamers 
South  Carolina  and  McClellan. 

I  trust,  sir,  that'my  conduct  will  meet  with  your  entire  approbation, 
governed  as  I  was  from  a  strict  sense  of  duty. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Handy, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Additional  report  of  Captain  Pope,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Richmond 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Off  Pass  a  V  Outre,  Mississippi  River,  October  17,  1861. 
Sir:  My  report  to  you  in  regard  to  our  leaving  the  Head  of  the 
Passes  having  been  made  in  a  great  hurry,  in  order  to  acquaint  you 
as  soon  as  possible  of  the  leading  facts  of  the  case  many  incidents 
e-eve  omitted  which  I  will  now  report. 

After  the  first  blow  given  to  this  ship  by  the  ram,  on  the  morning 
of  the  12th  instant,  it  remained  under  our  port  quarter,  apparently 
endeavoring  to  fix  herself  in  a  position  to  give  us  a  second  blow,  but 
the  slipping  of  our  chain,  and  the  ship  ranging  ahead  under  steam, 
frustrated  the  object.  The  ram  dropped  astern,  but  soon  gathered 
headway  and  ranged  our  port  beam,  receiving  the  fire  of  our  port  bat¬ 
tery,  some  guns  of  which  were  discharged  twice.  It  then  ranged 
ahead,  passing  up  the  river,  receiving  the  fire  of  the  port  battery  of 


710 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


the  Preble ,  disappearing  in  the  darkness.  Owing  to  the  darkness  I 
was  unable  to  see  the  effect  of  our  shot  upon  her,  but  some  officers  are 
of  the  opinion  they  heard  shot  strike  the  ram.  I  passed  the  1  ■reble 
and  stood  up  the  river,  when  Acting  Master  \\  ilcox  reporting  we  were 
getting  too  close  to  the  starboard  shore,  the  helm  was  put  up  and 
the  ship  rapidly  fell  off,  presenting  her  broadside  up  and  down  the 
river.  As  soon  as  she  had  drifted  near  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  inef¬ 
fectual  attempts  were  made  to  get  her  head  upstream,  when  I  found 
myself  a  mile  and  a  half  down  the  South  West  Pass.  I  then  put  the 
helm  up,  continued  down  the  river,  hoping  to  be  able  to  get  her  head 
round  off  Pilot  Town.  In  doing  this  she  drifted  some  distance  below, 
grounding  broadside  to.  Soon  after  this  the  enemy  opened  their  fire 
upon  us,  which  was  kept  up  for  about  two  hours.  The  day  before 
leaving  the  Head  of  the  Passes  I  had  succeeded  in  placing  one  of  our 
TX-inch  broadside  guns  on  the  topgallant  forecastle,  giving  along  range, 
and  it  was  continually  fired  during  the  engagement. 

About  9  o’clock  a.  m.,  during  the  firing,  it  was  reported  to  me  that 
several  boats  filled  with  men  were  leaving  the  Vincennes;  some  went 
on  board  the  Water  Witch ,  others  came  to  this  ship.  In  a  few  min¬ 
utes  Commander  Handy,  with  several  of  his  officers,  came  on  board, 
Commander  Handy  having  wrapped  around  his  waist  in  broad  folds 
an  •American  flag,  and  upon  being  asked,  stated  he  had  abandoned  his 
ship  in  obedience  to  signal.  Being  told  no  such  signal  had  been  made, 
he  insisted  he  so  read  it;  that  Captain  Winslow  had  so  read  it.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  day  Lieutenant  Commanding  Winslow,  being  asked,  remarked, 
he  saw  no  such  signal;  that  when  he  was  asked  by  one  of  Captain 
Handy’s  officers  if  that  was  the  meaning  of  the  signal,  sent  word  to 
Captain  Handy  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  guns  out  of  his  stern  ports 
and  fight  his  ship.  As  soon  as  it  was  thought  from  the  description  of 
the  slow  match  that  it  had  gone  out,  Captain  Handy,  his  officers  and 
crew,  returned  to  their  ship.  In  the  evening  I  received  a  note  from 
Captain  Handy,  a  copy  of  which,  and  my  reply,  is  enclosed. 

After  I  had  taken  the  guns  and  ammunition  from  the  McClellan  she 
was  sent  to  the  assistance  of  the  Vincennes ,  and  endeavored  to  get  her 
afloat;  in  the  meantime  1  carried  out  a  stream  anchor  from  this  ship 
astern,  and  after  unsuccessful  attempts  for  two  or  three  hours  the 
McClellan  returned  to  this  ship  and  was  lashed  alongside  to  wait  until 
a  rise  of  the  tide.  At  early  daylight  of  the  13th  instant  the  Sotith 
Carolina ,  Commander  Alden,  came  in,  and  1  directed  him  to  proceed 
and  if  possible  get  the  Vincennes  afloat.  Soon  after,  this  ship  was  got 
afloat,  her  head  downstream,  and  the  McClellan  was  instantly  cast  off 
and  went  to  assist  in  getting  the  Vincennes  afloat.  As  there  was  not 
room  for  this  ship  to  lay  at  anchor,  or  to  turn  to  point  her  head  up  the 
stream,  I  had  no  other  alternative  than  to  cross  the  bar  and  anchor 
outside.  My  mind  was  very  much  relieved,  knowing  that  the  arma¬ 
ment  of  four  rifled  guns  on  board  the  McClellan,  together  with  the 
long  gun  of  the  South  Carolina ,  would  keep  the  enemy  at  bay.  At 
about  2  p.  m.  the  Vincennes  was  got  afloat,  crossed  the  bar,  and  anchored 
near  this  ship,  and  the  South  'Carolina  was  immediately  dispatched  to 
Pass  a  l’Outre  to  guard  that  place  until  I  could  send  him  a  relief. 

My  retreat  down  the  Pass,  although  painful  to  me,  was  to  save  the 
ships,  by  preventing  them  being  sunk  and  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  and  it  was  evident  to  me  they  had  us  in  their  power  by  the 
operation  of  the  ram  and  fire  rafts.  If  I  have  erred  in  all  this  matter 
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it  is  an  error  of  judgment;  the  whole  affair  came  upon  me  so  suddenly 
that  no  time  was  left  for  reflection,  but  called  for  immediate  action 
and  decision. 

The  ram  having  made  its  appearance  the  next  day  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  the  impression  is  she  sustained  no  injury  from  our  shot, 
only  waiting  an  opportunity  to  destroy  the  ships. 

It  having  been  rumored  there  was  a  panic  on  board  this  ship  at  the 
time  she  was  engaged  with  the  enemy,  I  state  it  to  be  false;  both  offi¬ 
cers  and  men  exhibited  the  utmost  coolness  and  determination  to  do 
their  duty.  My  orders  and  those  of  all  the  officers  were  carried  out 
with  as  much  coolness  as  if  it  had  been  an  everyday  affair,  and  their 
whole  conduct  merits  high  commendation,  and  they  would  feel  grati¬ 
fied  to  prove  their  bravery  by  being  permitted  to  take  part  in  the 
contemplated  attack  on  Pensacola,  as  requested  in  notes  from  me  to 
you  ou  this  subject.  In  both  engagements  with  the  enemy  the  whole 
fire  appeared  to  be  directed  to  the  destruction  of  this  ship,  most  of 
the  shot  being  apparently  directed  to  the  quarter  of  this  vessel,  pre¬ 
sumed  for  the  purpose  of  disabling  our  rudder  and  propeller. 

I  omitted  in  my  hasty  report  to  mention  the  essential  aid  1  have 
received  from  Captain  Gray,  commanding  the  army  transport  McClel¬ 
lan ,  in  getting  this  ship  and  the  Vincennes  afloat.  From  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Winslow,  commanding  the  Water  Witch,  I  received  every 
possible  assistance  that  could  be  rendered. 

I  directed  Commander  French,  of  the  Preble,  as  soon  as  it  could  lie 
done,  to  proceed  to  Pass  a  l’Outre  to  guard  that  entrance.  This  he  was 
unable  to  do  at  the  time;  the  wind  being  ahead  and  a  strong  current 
to  leeward,  he  was  barely  able  to  hold  his  own.  He  came  in  and 
anchored,  and  reported  to  me  he  was  quite  out  of  wood  and  coal.  I 
told  him  he  could  procure  wood  off  the  North  East  Pass,  where  he 
would  be  stationed  after  the  arrival  of  one  of  the  steamers  at  Pass  a 
l’Outre. 

He  replied  it  was  impossible  to  get  wood  there,  and  earnestly 
requested  to  go  to  Ship  Island,  where  he  would,  in  two  days,  procure 
wood  sufficient  for  himself  and  the  Vincennes.  1  reluctantly  consented 
to  his  doing  so,  knowing  that  one  of  the  steamers,  either  the  South 
Carolina  or  Huntsville,  would  reach  Pass  a  l’Outre  in  advance  of  him. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Pope, 

*  Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Culf  Blockadin  g  Squadron. 


P.  S. — This  and  my  first  report  to  you  embrace  all  the  facts  to  my 
best  recollection,  and  if  they  are  not  satisfactory  I  respectfully  ask 
for  a  court  of  enquiry  in  the  matter;  and  if  it  can  not  be  granted  with¬ 
out  detriment  to  the  service  at  this  time,  that  it  may  be  referred  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

John  Pope. 


[Enclosure  1.] 

Sir:  We  are  aground.  We  have  only  two  guns  that  will  bear  in  the 
direction  of  the  enemy.  Shall  I  remain  on  board  after  the  moon  goes 
down,  with  my  crippled  ship  and  worn-out  men?  Will  you  send  me 
word  what  countersign  my  boats  shall  use  if  we  pass  near  your  ship? 
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While  we  have  moonlight,  would  it  not  be  better  to  leave  the  ship? 
Shall  1  burn  her  when  1  leave  her? 

Respectfully, 

Robert  Handy. 


[Enclosure  2.] 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

South  West  Pass ,  October  12,  1861. 

Sir:  You  say  your  ship  is  aground,  ft  will  be  your  duty  to  defend 
your  ship  up  to  the  last  moment,  and  not  to  tire  her,  except  it  be  to 
prevent  her  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

I  do  not  think  the  enemy  will  be  down  to-night,  but  in  case  they  do, 
fight  them  to  the  last. 

You  have  boats  enough  to  save  all  your  men.  1  do  not  approve  of 
your  leaving  your  ship  until  every  effort  to  defend  her  from  falling 
into  their  hands  is  made. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Pope, 

Captain. 

Commander  R.  Handy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes. 


Report  of  Commander  French,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S  ship  Preble. 

U.  S.  Ship  Preble, 

Off  South  West  Pass ,  Mississippi  River ,  October  °22,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  to  make  to  you  the  follow¬ 
ing  statement  of  the  occurrences  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes  on  the 
morning  of  the  12th  instant: 

This  ship  was  anchored  about  150  or  200  yards  distant  from  the 
Richmond  and  about  two  points  on  her  starboard  bow,  being  the  most 
advanced  ship  of  the  forces  there  at  anchor.  I  had  been  on  deck 
most  of  the  time  during  the  night,  had  left  it  but  a  short  time  previ¬ 
ously,  and  was  lying  in  my  berth  asleep  with  all  my  clothes  on,  when 
a  midshipman  rushed  into  the  cabin  exclaiming,  “Captain,  here  is  a 
steamer  right  alongside  of  us.”  I  sprang  instantly  on  deck;  the  order 
had  already  been  given  to  beat  to  quarters  and  the  men  were  then 
assembling  at  their  guns.  This  was  about  3:40  a,  m.  The  moon  had 
set,  or  was  obscured  by  clouds,  and  the  night  somewhat  dark,  with  the 
wind  from  the  northward.  As  I  passed  out  of  my  cabin  on  my  way  to 
the  deck  1  saw  through  a  port  an  indescribable  object  not  20  yards 
distant  from  our  quarter,  moving  with  great  velocity  toward  the  bow 
of  the  Richmond.  My  orders  from  the  senior  officer  were  in  the  event 
of  discovering  any  danger  at  night  to  hoist  a  red  light  at  the  gaff. 
This  had  been  done  by  the  officer  of  the  deck,  instantly,  on  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  the  object,  which  was  first  seen  about  15  or  20  feet  directly 
ahead  of  this  ship,  and  drifting  with  the  current  directly  toward  us;  not 
a  speck  of  light,  smoke,  or  any  moving  thing  could  be  seen  on  or  in  it, 
and  it  looked  somewhat  like  a  huge  whale  in  the  water.  The  instant  the 
persons  onboard  of  it  discovered  our  movements  it  seemed  to  change 
its  direction  to  avoid  us  and  made  directly  for  the  Richmond.  In  an 
instant  huge  clouds  of  the  densest,  blackest  smoke  rolled  up  from  it,  and 
we  all  expected  to  see  her  blown  up,  but  afterwards  concluded  it  must 
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have  been  the  ram,  of  which  we  had  been  told  so  much.  It  next  made 
its  appearance  about  a  hundred  yards  distant,  and  directly  abeam  of 
this  ship,  where  it  lay  quietly  for  a  few  minutes,  apparently  hesitating 
whether  to  come  at  us  or  not.  I  instantly  opened  my  port  battery 
and  gave  her  three  broadsides  in  rapid  succession,  the  Richmond  also 
firing.  She  then  slowly  steamed  up  the  river,  and  when  on  our  port 
bow  threw  up  a  rocket.  This  ship  had  been  lying  all  the  time  with  a 
range  of  only  15  fathoms  cable,  in  readiness  to  slip  in  case  of  emer¬ 
gency.  While  firing  at  him  word  was  passed  v‘  that  the  Richmond  was 
going  ahead  of  us  and  to  hold  our  fire.”  I  was  directing  the  firing  at 
the  battery,  and  hearing  it,  looked  out  of  a  port  and  saw  that  she  was 
astern  barely  lapping  my  quarter,  and  therefore  continued  my  fir¬ 
ing  until  the  ram  was  out  of  line  of  pointing.  1  at  once  manned  my 
deck  tackle  (for  my  capstan  has  been  crippled  since  the  hurricane  at 
Key  West,  and  I  am  therefore  compelled  to  use  deck  tackles)  and 
began  to  heave  in  my  chain.  Immediately  on  the  rocket  being  thrown 
upTrom  the  ram,  three  bright  lights  were  seen  coming  down  the  river 
directly  toward  this  ship,  which  we  at  first  supposed  to  be  steamers 
coming  to  attack  us.  They  soon,  however,  increased  so  rapidly  in 
size,  that  we  were  fully  convinced  they  were  fire  ships,  and  such  they 
proved  to  be.  I  was  then  working  smartly  with  my  deck  tackle,  and 
should  have  succeeded  in  weighing  my  anchor,  Avhen  it  was  reported 
to  me  that  the  Richmond  was  steaming  down  the  river.  1  could  not 
and  would  not  believe  it  possible  until  I  ran  aft  and  saw  her  astern  and 
heading  down.  The  fire  ships  were  then  not  more  than  150  yards  dis¬ 
tant,  directly  ahead,  and  coming  down  upon  this  ship.  At  the  urgent 
suggestion  of  the  first  lieutenant  and  other  officers,  I  then  gave  the 
order  to  make  sail  and  slip  the  cable,  having  first  taken  off  the  slip 
buoy.,  so  that  the  enemy  should  not  easily  obtain  it.  The  ship's  head 
was  immediately  headed  toward  the  South  West  Pass,  orders  to  that 
effect,  in  the  event  of  our  being  obliged  to  slip  at  any  time,  having- 
been  for  some  time  previously  given  by  the^  senior  officer  present. 
The  moment  this  ship  was  discovered  by  the  fire  ships  (which  Avere  in 
toAv  of  tAvo  steam  tugs,  one  on  each  side)  to  be  underway,  their  direc¬ 
tion  AATas  changed  toward  the  Richmond  and  Vincennes ,  which  were  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river  and  below  this  ship.  Continuing  dow  n 
the  river  I  came  up  with  the  Richmond, ,  Avhich  was  burning  the  Cos- 
ton  signals,  and  passing  within  a  few  yards  of  his  stern,  I  hailed  and 
said  “I  can  hear  your  orders;  what  are  they?”  The  answer  Avas 
“Proceed  down  the  Pass.”  We  were  so  near  my  reply  was  made 
without  the  use  of  a  deck  trumpet,  I  continued  down  the  Pass  and 
soon  passed  by  the  Vincennes,  which  soon  after  signalized  to  Richmond , 
“Shall  I  anchor,”  which  was  answered  by  general  signal  “Cross 
the  bar.”  Not  long  after  the  Vincennes,  was  discovered  to  be 
aground,  with  her  stern  up  the  river.  This  ship  shortly  after  took 
the  bottom,  and  I  feared  Avould  also  stick,  but  after  tAvo  or  three  smart 
rolls  worked  herself  over  and  crossed  the  bar,  when  I  anchored  near  the 
coal  ships  Kuhn  and  Nightingale ,  to  protect  them  in  case  of  necessity  • 
I  should  have  stated  that  the  fire  ships  were  towed  on  shore  by  the 
enemy  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  and  two  or  three  steamers  were  seen 
coming  rapidly  down  the  river  to  attack  the  ships.  _  The  Richmond  was 
at  that  time  slowly  moving  down,  Water  Witch  assisting  T  incennes.  Ihe 
eno-agement  had  now  commenced  between  the  Richmond ,  Vincennes , 
and  Water  Witch  on  our  side,  and  three  of  the  enemy’s  steamers,  one  of 
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them  being  a  large  bark-rigged  vessel,  said  to  be  the  Mira/mon ,  but 
now  called  the  McRae',  two  other  steamers  were  also  in  company,  but 
1  could  perceive  no  firing  from  them.  At  this  time  signal  was  made 
from  Richmond  to  ships  outside  the  bar  to  get  underway.  I,  of 
course,  obeyed  the  signal,  as  did  also  the  Kuhn-,  the  Nightingale  being 
ashore,  of  course  could  not.  It  was  not  long  before  we  discovered  the 
Richmond  to  lie  aground;  the  firing  continued  about  two  hours  or 
more,  when  the  enemy’s  steamers  retired  up  the  river.  About  noon 
received  from  the  Water  Witch  6  officers  and  70  men  from  the  Vin¬ 
cennes ,  which,  we  then  learned,  had  been  abandoned. 

The  only  signals  I  saw  made  by  the  Richmond  during  the  engage¬ 
ment  were  those  made  to  this  ship,  and  one  other  to  Water  Witch, 
“Engage  the  enemy.” 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  French, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Ship  Preble. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  TJ.  S.  S.  Niagara. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Winslow,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Water  Witch. 

U.  S.  S.  Water  Witch, 

Off  South  West  Pass,  October  8. \,  1861. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  the  following  statement 
of  the  recent  occurrences  in  the  Mississippi  River,  on  the  morning  of 
Saturday,  October  12,  1861,  is  respectfully  submitted: 

The  Water  Witch,  after  towing  a  schooner  laden  with  coal  alongside 
the  Richmond,  had  anchored  the  preceding  afternoon  on  her  star¬ 
board  quarter,  a  little  inshore,  and  the  Richmond  was  employed  during 
the  night  discharging  the  schooner,  which  was  made  fast  on  her  poll, 
side. 

The  Preble  was  anchored  a  short  distance  ahead  and  on  the  starboard 
bow  of  the  Richmond ,  and  the  Vincennes  lower  down,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  and  nearer  the  entrance  of  the  South  West  Pass. 

The  moon  having -gone  down,  and  the  sky  being  partially  overcast, 
the  night  was  dark  and  every  way  favorable  to  the  operations  of  the 
enemy.  Between  3:30  and  4  a.  m.  the  alarm  was  given  on  board  the 
Frolic ,  a  small  prize  schooner  anchored  nearly  ahead  of  us,  the  officer 
in  charge  hailing  the  Richmond ,  to  apprise  her  of  danger  from  a 
steamer  descending  the  river.  Almost  immediately  after,  the  crash  of 
a  collision  with  the  Richmond  was  distinctly  audible  on  board  the 
Water  Witch.  The  coal  schooner  was  next  observed  drifting  astern, 
and  apparently  in  contact  with  her  a  low,  dark  steamer  almost  obscured 
with  a  dense  column  of  smoke.  The  peculiar  puffing  sound  of  a  hioffi- 
pressure  engine  was  also  heard.  The  steamer  passed  near  the  Water 
Witch,  steering  over  toward  the  Vincennes,  as  we  supposed,  but  soon 
turned  and  commenced  ascending  the  river.  The  RichmoncPs  battery 
was  now  opened  on  her,  and  soon  after  a  broadside  was  discharged 
from  the  Preble. 

A  signal  rocket  was  then  thrown  from  the  steamer  toward  the 
Richmond,  and  short  A  afterwards  three  dim  lights  appeared  up  the 
river  in  the  vicinity  of  the  eastern  shore. 
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The  Richmond  having  now  slipped  her  chain,  turned  her  head  slowly 
in  the  direction  of  the  Vincennes ,  and  apprehending  an  immediate 
attack,  the  chain  of  the  Water  Witch  was  also  slipped,  and  she  was 
backed  astern  a  short  distance  to  allow  the  prize  schooner  Frohc  to 
cast  and  pass  her. 

The  lights  up  the  river  rapidly  increasing  and  expanding,  were 
soon  ascertained  to  proceed  from  three  fire  rafts,  gradually  drifting 
down  toward  us,  and  it  was  now  dee.ned  expedient  to  steam  over 
toward  the  opposite  shore.  As  we  passed  the  Vincennes  she.  was 
observed  to  be  underway  and  heading  downstream.  A  night  signal 
(interpreted  to  “act  at  discretion”)  was  now  made  by  the  Richmond 
and  soon  afterwards  the  Preble  also  passed  us,  steering  toward  the 
South  West  Pass.  Finding  the  tire  rafts  were  drifting  with  the  wind 
steadilv  over  toward  the  western  shore,  the  Water  Witch  was  now 
steered  to  the  northward  and  eastward  (upstream)  and  easily  cleared 
them;  they  subsequently  stranded  on  the  western  bank,  together  with 
the  schooner  from  which  the  Richmond  had  been  coaling,  a  leaky 
prize  vessel  of  little  value,  with  no  men  on  board.  ^ 

Ignorant  of  the  exact  position  of  the  squadron,  the  Water  TT  itch 
toward  daybreak  dropped  down  to  the  entrance  of  the  South  West 
Pass,  and  with  the  earliest  light  (about  5:30  a.  m.)  made  out  the 
Richmond ,  accompanied  by  the  sailing  vessels,  some  3  or  4  miles  down 
the  Pass,  steering  for  the  bar.  The  river  at  this  time  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Head  of  the  Passes  was  entirely  clear  of  the  enemy,  but  an 
officer  sent  to  the  masthead  reported  the  smoke  of  four  steamers 
beyond  a  bend  in  the  river,  5  or  6  miles  above  us,  besides  a  large 
bark-rigged  propeller  still  higher  up.  . 

Deeming  it  important  to  communicate  these  facts  to  the  senior 
officer,  and  apprehending  a  design  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  inn 
the  bark  out  to  sea  by  the  Pass  a  l’Outre  (which  the  light  howitzer  bat¬ 
tery  of  the  Water  Witch  would  have  proved  inadequate  to  prevent), 
she  was  now  steered  after  the  Richmond  at  full  speed,  stopping  hei 
wheels  for  a  moment  only  to  take  in  tow  the  prize  schooner  frolic, 
which  was  dropping  astern  of  the  other  vessels. 

About  this  time  general  signal  No.  435  (cross  the  bar)  was  made  by 
the  Richmond.  On  ranging  alongside  that  ship  the  urgent  necessity 
of  an  immediate  return  to  the  Head  of  the  Passes  was  represented, 
but  as  her  propeller  was  in  motion,  I  am  not  sure  the  suggestion  was 
understood.  An  order  was  received  to  “get  the  sloop  over  the  bar, 
and  the  importance  of  the  Richmond'' s  anchoring  at  once  (to  cover 

the  passage  out)  was  pressed  in  reply. 

The  Water  Witch  then  ranged  ahead  to  execute  her  orders.  Lieu 
tenant  Davis  (the  executive  officer)  was  put.  on  board  the  /  rente  to 
pilot  her  out,  but  before  I  could  reach  the  Vincennes  she  had  unfortu¬ 
nately  grounded  on  a  flat  to  the  left  of  the  channel,  and  all  efforts  to 

tow  her  afloat  proved  fruitless.  . 

The  Richmond ,  in  attempting  to  turn  her  head  upstream,  also 
grounded  near  the  Vincennes.  The  Preble  was  safely  taken  over  the 
bar  by  Lieutenant  Davis,  who  promptly  returned  to  his  station  on 
board,  while  the  Water  Witch  was  still  under  fire  of  the  enemy  s 
steamers. 

Finding  the  Head  of  the  Passes  evacuated,  the  Confederate  steamei 
followed  us  down  the'  South  West  Pass,  the  Ivy  leading  and  opemn 
fire  on  the  Richmond  at  a  long  range  with  a  heavy  rifled  gun.  bhoi  tl\ 
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after,  the  Vincennes  replied  from  a  IX-inch  shell  gun  mounted  on  the 
forecastle  and  a  rifled  howitzer  on  the  poop,  and  occasionally  from  her 
broadside  guns.  Signal  to  “engage  the  enemy,”  being  also  made  to 
the  II  rater  Witch,  our  efforts  to  relieve  the  Vincennes  were  discontinued, 
and  our  rifled  12-pounder  howitzer  (the  only  gun  of  adequate  range  on 
board)  was  brought  to  bear  on  the  Ivy. 

The  bark  (supposed  to  be  the  McRae)  having  also  got  within  range, 
commenced  firing  with  a  rifled  or  Parrott  gun,  throwing  shot  and  shell 
beyond  the  Richmond  and  almost  down  to  the  bar. 

The  Richmond  succeeded  once  or  twice  in  backing  off  into  deeper 
water,  but  drifted  down  with  the  current  and  finally  grounded  again 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  the  Vincennes ,  with  her  broadside  up 
the  river,  obliging  us  to  exercise  some  care  in  keeping  clear  of  the 
range  of  her  guns. 

The  Vincennes,  with  her  stern  upstream,  from  which  but  two  guns 
could  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  enemy,  remained  in  a  critical  position, 
exposed  to  a  raking  fire.  A  signal  made  by  the  Richmond  at  this  time 
to  the  vessels  below  the  bar  (to  get  underway)  was  erroneously  reported 
to  Commander  Handy  as  a  signal  to  abandon  ship,  and  an  officer  was 
sent  to  me  from  the  Vincennes  to  ask  if  any  such  signal  had  been  made. 

1  he  substance  of  my  reply  was  that  no  such  signal  had  been  made,  and 
that  Captain  Handy  should  continue  to  defend  his  vessel.  Soon  after¬ 
wards,  however,  several  boats  came  alongside  of  the  Water  Witch  with 
the  marine  guard  and  a  portion  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Vin¬ 
cennes.  Subsequently  Captain  Handy  with  the  remainder  repaired  on 
board  the  Richmond ,  the  formidable  battery  of  which  ship  alone  pre¬ 
vented  the  enemy  from  taking  possession  of  the  abandoned  vessel,  as 
the  Confederate  steamers  at  no  time  ventured  to  drop  within  effective 
range  of  her  broadside  guns, 

Between  9  and  10  a.ni.,  apparently  contented  with  the  result  of  the 
action,  they  ceased  tiring  and  steamed  up  the  river. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  report  the  coolness  and 
steadiness  of  those  under  my  command  on  this  occasion,  as  well  while 
awaiting  in  uncertainty  and  obscurity  the  breaking  of  day  at  the  Head 
of  the  Passes,  as  subsequently  when  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 

After  transferring  to  the  Preble  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Vincennes, 
who  had  taken  refuge  on  board  our  vessel,  the  Water  Witch  was  next 
engaged  in  another  unsuccessful  attempt  to  get  that  ship  afloat  Com¬ 
mander  Handy  with  the  greater  part  of  his  crew  having  returned  on 
board.  During  the  afternoon  the  steamer  McClellan  arrived  from 
h  ort  I  ickens  with  two  Parrott  guns,  which  were  immediately  placed  on 
board  the  Richmond,  and  about  4  p.  m.  the  Watei'  Witch  was  dispatched 
by  Captain  Pope  to  communicate  with  the  steamers  South  Carolina  and 
Huntsville  (in  Barataria  and  Berwick  bays),  taking  verbal  orders  to 
Commander  Alden  to  proceed  to  Pass  a  l’Outre  and  to  Commander 
1  rice  to  join  the  Richmond  at  South  West  Pass. 

,  Regretting  my  inability  to  communicate  more  briefly  a  faithful 
detail  ot  the  events  of  the  day,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

\Y  ith  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Winslow, 

^  lieutenant,  Commanding. 

b  lag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Rlockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Captain  Pope,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  certificate  of  Acting  Master  Wilcox, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  pilot  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond. 

U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island, 

South  West  Pass ,  Louisiana,  November  3 ,  1861. 

Sir:  Flag-Officer  McKean  informed  me  that  in  making  up  his  dis¬ 
patches  to  the  Navy  Department,  he  omitted  (for  want  of  time)  send¬ 
ing  the  enclosed  certificate,  and  desired  me  to  do  so. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  Pope, 
Captain ,  U  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Off  Pass  a  V  Outre,  October  21f.,  1861. 

I  certify  that  I  acted  as  pilot  of  the  Richmond.  On  leaving  the 
Head  of  the  Passes  on  the  12th  October,  steam  was  up.  In  an  instant, 
the  chains  slipped;  found  we  had  been  struck  by  a  ram;  the  ship  soon 
gathered  headway;  passed  along  up  the  river  some  distance,  when  it 
was  discovered  that  she  was  in  close  proximity  to  the  starboard  shore. 
She  was  then  kept  away,  when  we  fell  rapidly  off,  broadside  to  the 
current,  and  remained  in  that  position  until  we  discovered  ourselves; 
not  being  able  to  see  the  land,  at  the  entrance  of  the  South  AVest  Pass, 
rapidly  drifting  down,  and  close  to  the  right-hand  shore,  and  in  imme¬ 
diate  danger  of  grounding.  After  some  time  the  engine  was  reversed 
and  the  ship  backed  to  the  opposite  side,  when  the  helm  was  put  hard 
to  port  ana  the  ship  ranged  across  the  river  again,  but  still  laying 
broadside  to.  Owing  to  the  intense  darkness,  caused  mostly  by  the 
reflection  of  fire  rafts,  it  being  to  windward  of  us,  and  being  in 
the  narrow  part  of  the  river,  I  informed  Captain  Pope  that  we  were 
too  far  down  the  river  to  attempt  getting  her  head  round,  and  advised 
to  let  her  go  down  to  Pilot  Town,  when  I  thought  we  might  get  her 
head  up  the  river  under  steam.  As  soon  as  we  had  arrived  near  to 
that  place,  the  helm  was  put  to  port,  the  ship  came  up,  and  paying  off 
to  the  stream,  when  we  commenced  backing  and  going  ahead,  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  get  her  head  up  the  river,  but  on  getting  into  shoal  water,  the 
ship  became  unmanageable,  her  head  going  round  to  port  and  grounded; 
and  when  we  floated  off  there  was  but  one  alternative,  and  that  was  to 
cross  the  bar  or  go  ashore  again,  as  there  was  not  room  to  wind  the 
ship.  On  going  down,  the  ship,  although  kept  in  the  best  water, 
rubbed  on  what  is  supposed  to  be  a  sunken  wreck,  and  to  have 
attempted  to  have  come  up  again,  owing  to  the  unmanageable  state  of 
the  ship  in  shoal  water,  would,  in  my  opinion,  have  gone  ashore  in 
spite  of  all  exertions.  The  engines  of  this  ship  are  anything  but  reli¬ 
able,  more  particularly  in  reversing. 

D.  L.  Wilcox, 

Acting  Master,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  a  board  of  survey  on 
the  injuries  sustained  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  South  West  Pass,  Mississippi  \River\  November  1 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  reports  of  survey  upon  the  U.  S.  S.  Rich¬ 
mond. ,  also  upon  schooners  Ezilda ,  J.  II.  Toone ,  and  Barnard.  The 
J.  II.  Toone  was  subsequently  recaptured  by  the  enemy  in  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River  on  the  12th  ultimo.  The  Ezilda  is  now  fitted  as  a  tender 
to  the  IT.  S.  S.  South  Carolina ,  and  has  a  21-pounder  howitzer  on  a 
circle.  The  Barnard  was  run  on  shore  and  is  a  wreck. 

Forty  Enfield  rifles  and  two  loose  muskets,  part  of  the  cargo  of  the 
J.  II.  Toone ,  which  had  been  taken  on  board  the  Richmond  without 
my  knowledge,  are  sent  by  the  steamer  Rhode  Island,  with  instructions 
to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Trenchard  to  deliver  them  to  the  U.  S. 
marshal  in  New  York. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Elay- Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Off  South  West  Pass ,  October  16,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date,  herewith  enclosed,  we 
have  examined  the  injury  sustained  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond  from  a 
steam  ram,  and  find  that  three  of  her  outside  planks  under  the  port 
fore,  channels  are  broken  below  the  water  line  between  two  timbers, 
causing  a  considerable  leak,  which  has  been  temporarily  stopped,  so 
that  she  is  reported  to  make  8  inches  of  water  in  twentv-four  hours. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary  to  careen  the  ship  in  smooth 
water  four  or  five  strakes  to  repair  the  damage  thoroughly. 

We  are,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

John  Guest, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

J.  C.  P.  DE  KrAFFT, 

Lieutenant. 


Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 


Wm.  Lee  Hays, 

Acting  Master. 
Hiram  L.  Dixon, 

Acting  Carpenter. 
Samuel  N.  Whiteouse, 

A  cling  Carpenter. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Taylor,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  schooner  John  N.  Genin. 


Sir 

u.  s. 


U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  October  19,  1861. 

:  Lieutenant  E  A.  Selden,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  25  men  from  the 
steam  frigate  Colorado ,  arrived  on  the  8th  October  at  the  Head 
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of  the  Passes  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  came  on  board  the  schooner 
J\ohn\  N.  Genin ,  which  vessel  1  was  attached  to  by  orders  from  Flag- 
Officer  William  Mervine. 

Lieutenant  E.  A.  Selden  assumed  command  on  his  arrival.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Selden  and  one  or  more  of  the  men  under  his  charge  were 
intoxicated  when  they  first  arrived  on  board  the  schooner. 

On  the  evening  of  the  10th  instant  orders  were  received  from  Cap¬ 
tain  J.  Pope,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond ,  to  take  the  schooner  down 
the  river  and  anchor  outside  the  bar.  On  our  arrival  outside  the  bar 
we  found  the  U.  S.  ship  Nightingale  aground.  On  the  11th  the 
schooner  was  placed  in  a  position  to  assist  in  getting  the  Nightingale 
afloat,  Lieutenant  Selden  from  time  to  time  taking  men  from  the 
schooner  to  aid  in  heaving  the  ship  off. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant  1  saw  the  U.  S.  ships  Richmond , 
Preble ,  Vincennes ,  and  steamer  Water  Witch  coming  down  the  South 
West  Pass,  pursued  by  the  enemy.  The  Preble  came  outside  the  bar. 
Lieutenant  Selden  boarded  her;  then  returned  to  the  schooner  J.  N. 
Genin;  then  went  to  the  ship  Nightingale  and  ordered  Acting  Master 
Horne,  commanding  said  ship,  to  set  fire  to  and  abandon  her.  All 
save  Acting  Master  Horne,  a  few  officers,  and  a  boat’s  crew  left  her. 
Lieutenant  Selden  then  went  on  board  the  U.  S.  bark  J.  C.  Kuhn  and 
ordered  her  to  sea.  On  the  13th  instant  a  rebel  steamer  came  down 
the  South  West  Pass,  when  Lieutenant  Selden  again  boarded  the 
Nightingale  and  ordered  her  to  be  burned.  The  steamer  soon  returned 
up  the  river,  when  the  crew  of  the  Nightingale  went  back  to  their 

ship.  .  . 

On  the  14th  instant  Lieutenant  Selden  left  the  schooner  to  re]oin 

the  Colorado. 

From  the  time  Lieutenant  Selden  first  came  on  board  the  schooner 
J.  N  Genin  he  was  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating  spirits  and 
unfit  to  take  command  of  any  enterprise  of  moment. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Taylor, 

Acting  Master ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  U. .  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado. 


Sworn  statement  of  Signal  Quartermaster  Burrows,  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Vincennes. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Off  North  East  Pass,  Mississippi  River ,  October  28,  1861. 

I,  William  Burrows,  signal  quartermaster,  do  solemnly  swear,  in 
the’  presence  of  the  undersigned  witnesses,  that  the  following  state¬ 
ment  is  correct:  ,  .  .  1  , 

On  the  12th  of  October,  1861,  while  this  ship  was  fast  aground  on 
the  South  West  Bar,  and  a  brisk  action  going  on  between  several  rebel 
steamers  and  the  Richmond,  Vincennes,  and  Water  Witch,  1  saw  a  flag- 
blue,  white,  blue  —hoisted  as  high  as  mizzen  topsail  yard  of  Richmond  j 
heard  Captain  Handy  give  the  order  to  answer  the  signal;  saw  it 
answered.  The  first  lieutenant  looked  in  signal  book  and  told  Captain 
Handy  it  was  No.  1,  and  it  meant  to  abandon  the  ship.  Heard 
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Nathaniel  P.  Allen  report  flag-  blue,  white,  blue.  Heard  first  lieu¬ 
tenant  say  to  Captain  Handy  “  I  see  the  signal.” 

William  Burrows,  [seal.] 

Signal  Quartermaster . 

Sworn  in  our  presence  this  28th  day  October,  1861. 

Witnesses: 

R.  C.  Spalding,  [seal.] 

Paymaster. 

Philip  S.  Wales,  [seal.]' 

Passed  Assistant  Surgeon ,  U  S.  Navy. 


Sworn  statement  of  Seaman  Allen,  on  board  the  U.  S.  ship  Vincennes. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Off  North  East  Pass ,  Mississippi  River ,  October  28,  1861. 

1,  Nathaniel  P.  Allen,  do  solemnly  swear,  in  the  presence  of  the 
undersigned  witnesses,  that  the  following  statement  is  correct: 

During  the  action  of  the  12th  October,  1861,  at  the  South  West  Bar, 
1  was  stationed  on  the  poop  deck  by  Mr.  [Francis  M.]  Green,  acting 
master,  to  assist  in  signalizing.  1  was  looking  at  the  Richmond  and 
saw  a  flag — blue,  white,  blue— and  knew  it  to  be  No.  1  because  I  have 
studied  the  numbers  on  the  paper  inside  of  signal  chest.  Reported  to 
the  first  lieutenant,  “The  Richmond  is  signalizing,”  and  told  him  it 
vas  No.  1.  He  looked  at  the  signal  book  and  then  stepped  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Handy  and  said,  “It  means  to  abandon  the  ship.”  I  heard  th  • 
order  to  answer  the  signal,  which  was  done  by  me,  and  then  the  signal 
was  hauled  down. 

Nathaniel  P.  Allen,  [seal.] 

Seaman. 

Sworn  in  our  presence  this  28th  day  of  October,  1861. 

Witnesses: 

R.  C.  Spalding,  [seal.] 

Paymaster. 

Philip  S.  Wales,  [seal.] 

Passed  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Sworn  statement  of  Quartermaster  Whoole,  on  board  the  U.  S.  ship  Vincennes. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Off  North  East  Pass ,  Mississippi  River,  October  28,  1861. 

I,  i  homas  V  hoole,  quartermaster,  do  solemnly  swear,  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  the  undersigned  witnesses,  that  the  following  statement  is 
correct: 

}\  hil®  the  action  of  the  12th  October,  1861,  was  going  on,  and  the 
ship  aground  on  the  South  West  Bar,  I  saw  a  flag  over  the  mizzen 
topsail  yard  of  the  Richmond.  It  continued  going  up.  I  looked  to 
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see  if  we  were  answering  it,  and  saw  that  we  had  answered  it.  Then 
the  Richmond  hauled  down. 

his 

Thomas  X  Whoole.  [seal.] 

mark 

Sworn  in  our  presence  this  28th  day  of  October,  1861. 

Witnesses: 

R.  C.  Spalding,  [seal.] 

Paymaster)'. 

Philip  S.  Wales,  [seal.] 

Passed  Assistant  Surgeon ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Handy,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Vincennes,  requesting 

a  court  of  enquiry. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Off  North  East  Pass ,  Mississippi  River ,  October  20 , 1861. 

Sir:  Should  it  meet  your  views,  I  most  respectfully  request  that  a 
court  of  enquiry  may  be  instituted  on  my  conduct  during  the  engage¬ 
ment  with  the  rebels  when  aground  on  the  bar.  I  can  produce  suffi¬ 
cient  testimony  to  show  that  the  signal  of  abandonment  was  made  by 
the  Richmond  and  answered  by  my  order,  and  can  show  conclusively, 
1  think,  that  1  had  reason  to  believe  that  I  was  acting  properly  in 
abandoning  the  vessel,  as,  when  the  boats  were  carrying  a  part  of  the 
crew  on  board  the  Water  Witch,  in  full  sight  of  the  Richmond ,  no 
notice  was  taken  of  the  movement  by  Captain  Pope,  leading  me  to 
infer  that  I  was  acting  in  obedience  to  his  orders. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Handy, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Handy,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Vincennes,  acknowl¬ 
edging  order  of  detachment. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes,  . 

Off  North  East  Pass ,  Mississippi  River,  October  28,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowedge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of  the  21th 
instant,  detaching  me  from  my  present  command  and  ordering  me  to 
take  passage  in  the  first  of  the  supply  steamers  that  may  return  to 
New  York  from  this  coast. 

I  can  only  say,  as  I  have  before  stated,  that  I  could  pioduce  suffi¬ 
cient  testimony  to  show  that  the  signal  of  abandonment  was  made  by 
the  Richmond  and  answered  by  my  order.  That  the  filing  of  the  ship 
was  done  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

I  hereby  transmit  a  list  of  articles  thrown  overboard  to  lighten  the 
ship:  11  32-pounder  guns,  33  cwt. ;  all  the  32-pounder  shot;  27  stands 
of  grape. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Handy, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Captain  Pope,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  Commander  Handy,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Private  in  part.]  U-  S.  S.  Richmond, 

South  West  Pass ,  October  22,  1861. 

Dear  McKean:  I  am  sorry  to  say  it,  but  the  truth  must  be  told, 
and  that  is,  Handy  is  not  fit  to  command  a  ship;  particulars  I  have  not 
time  to  enter  into.  He  is  a  laughingstock  of  all  and  everyone.  I  do 
not  know  what  you  can  do  in  the  case.  I  have  sent  for  him  and  shall 
order  him  to  proceed  to  the  North  East  Pass  if  his  ship  is  [in]  con¬ 
dition  to  go,  but  I  fear  he  has  thrown  quite  all  his  provisions  over¬ 
board.  *  '  *  * 

I  hope  you  approve  of  my  sending  the  men  belonging  to  your  ship 
and  Colorado  to  their  respective  ships.  Every  effort  has  been  made 
by  the  Mc  Clellan  to  get  off  the  Nightingale  without  success,  and  I  have 
concluded  to  take  the  Enfield  rifles  on  board  of  this  ship  for  fear  that 
they  might  fall  into  the  enemy’s  hands.  The  captain  has  just  been  on 
board  and  thinks  he  can,  by  getting  an  anchor  out,  get  his  ship  off,  but 
still  I  will  take  rifles  out. 

I  have  ordered  him  to  keep  his  vessel  prepared  to  blow  up  in  case 
she  is  to  fall  into  their  hands.  I  shall  anchor  this  ship  as  close  to  him 


as  is  prudent. 

Everyone  is  in  great  dread  of  that  infernal  ram.  I  keep  a  guard 
boat  out  up  river  during  the  night. 

The  McClellan  was  unable  to  take  out  of  the  Nightingale  any  coal, 
owing  to  the  bank  formed  alongside. 

I  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  the  little  Water  WitcKs  long  absence. 
You  know  that  the  day  I  got  ashore  I  sent  her  down  to  order  up  the 
South  Carolina  and  Huntsville;  neither  the  Water  Witch  nor  Hunts¬ 
ville  have  made  their  appearance;  trouble,  trouble.  *  *  * 

Yours,  in  haste, 


Jno.  Pope. 


Flag-Officer  McKean. 


P.  S. — The  Preble  is  out  of  sight  this  morning;  I  suppose  trying  to 
work  up. 

1  ordered  him  to  proceed  to  the  North  East  Pass.  He  made  signal 
back  that  he  had  but  one  week’s  wood  on  board  and  no  coal. 

I  ordered  Handy  to  make  his  report  to  you.  I  do  not  know  what 
he  means  in  not  having  it  so  that  I  can  send  by  this  steamer.  You 
know  he  has  but  four  guns;  these  are  long  ones.  I  do  not  blame  him 
for  throwing  his  guns  overboard,  as  it  has,  in  my  opinion,  been  the 
means  of  saving  his  ship. 

The  Preble  has  just  come  in  and  anchored  ahead  of  this  ship. 

The  storeship  Kuhn  got  underway  the  day  of  the  engagement,  and 
is,  I  think,  to  leeward,  if  she  has  not  gone  to  Ship  Island.  If  she  does 
not  make  her  appearance  soon,  I  think  of  sending  the  schooner  with 
the  guns  to  that  place  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Taylor.  I  am  com¬ 
pelled  to  take  these  responsibilities  in  your  absence.  How  much  I 
wish  you  were  here!  I  must  act  in  these  troublesome  times  to  the 
best  of  [my]  judgment  and  save  Government  property  from  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  rebels. 


Flag-Officer  McKean,  etc. 


J.  Pope. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  ship  Vincennes,  Commander  Handy,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

October  1 3,  1861. — At  4  a.  m.  the  Richmond  hailed  us  to  get  under¬ 
way  and  stand  down  the  river.  A  fire  raft  was  discovered  coming 
directly  down  upon  us;  veered  to  30  fathoms  and  slipped  our  cable 
and  fired  a  broadside  with  our  port  battery.  The  fire  raft  began  to 
blaze  fiercely,  and  we  now  observed  that  it  was  made  of  three  fiat- 
boats,  or  hulks,  chained  together,  the  interval  between  each  being 
about  200  feet.  It  lit  the  way  for  us,  and  by  it  we  directed  our 
ship  fairly  into  the  South  West  Pass.  At  daylight  we  came  abreast 
of  the  Preble ,  and  spoke  the  Richmond  and  Water  Witch,  coming 
after  us;  discovered  the  smoke  of  three  rebel  steamers  coming  down 
the  river.  At  6  one  of  the  rebel  steamers  stood  down  into  the  South 
West  Pass;  at  7  stood  slowly  toward  the  bar;  at  7:30  grounded  in  2i 
fathoms  water;  made  signal  to  the  Richmond.  The  Richmond  and 
Water  Witch  stood  toward  us.  At  8  the  ship  still  aground.  At  8:30 
one  of  the  rebel  steamers  came  down  the  South  West  Pass  and  opened 
fire  on  this  ship  and  the  Richmond;  got  Nos.  7  and  8  guns  forward,  to 
lighten  the  draft  of  the  ship  aft.  At  9: 30  a  steam  bark-rigged  vessel 
and  three  other  steamers  came  down  the  South  West  Pass  and  com¬ 
menced  firing  upon  the  Richmond ,  Water  Witch ,  and  this  ship.  Took 
down  all  the  cabin  bulkheads,  got  the  two  8-inch  shell  guns,  No.  6  and 
its  opposite,  into  the  cabin  and  pointed  them  out  of  the  stern  ports. 
Kept  up  a  sharp  fire  upon  the  rebel  steamers  with  the  stern  guns.  Upon 
signal  from  the  Richmond,  hoisted  out  the  first  and  second  cutters  and 
launch,  and  lowered  the  stern  and  quarter  boats.  Still  on  the  bar.  Sent 
a  portion  of  our  men  on  board  the  Water  Witch.  At  11  the  Richmond 
grounded  on  the  bar.  This  ship  being  between  the  fire  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  and  the  rebel  steamers,  at  about  11:20  abandoned  ship  (in  obe¬ 
dience  to  signal  from  the  Richmond),  and  with  the  remainder  of  our 
crew  went  to  the  Richmond.  Put  a  slow  match  to  the  magazine  when 
the  boats  left  the  ship.  The  rebel  steamers  getting  nearer  to  us  and 
keeping  up  a  heavy  fire  upon  us  until  the  moment  of  abandonment, 
kept  up  a  constant  fire  from  our  stern  guns.  The  last  gun  fired  was 
disabled,  the  rear  cable  breaking  short  off,  in  consequence  of  being 
fired  without  breeching,  the  starts  never  having  been  fitted.  From  12 
to  4  p.  m.  about  60  of  our  crew  and  a  large  proportion  of  our  officers 
on  board  the  Richmond.  The  fire  was  still  kept  up  for  about  one-half 
hour,  when  the  rebel  steamers  retreated,  one  of  them  being  taken  in 
tow.  Finding  that  the  ship  magazine  did  not  explode,  all  the  ship’s 
company  who  were  on  board  the  Richmond  returned  to  their  ship  and 
found  the  match  placed  in  the  magazine  had  gone  out.  All  hands 
immediately  proceeded  to  lighten  the  ship  in  quickest  way  by  throw¬ 
ing  overboard  all  the  32-pounder  guns,  32-pound  shot  and  grape.  At 
about  3  p.  m.  the  steam  transport  McClellan  came  and  attempted  to 
tow  us  off,  but  without  effect.  From  4  to  G  replaced  the  guns  and 
prepared  to  destroy  the  ship  if  necessary  to  prevent  her  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

October  13. — At  3:30  a.  m.  saw  a  dense  smoke  coming  down  the 
river  in  the  direction  of  U.  S.  S.  Preble.  Beat  to  quarters.  Nothing 
came  near  enough  for  us  to  open  fire  upon,  but  the  Richmond  and 
Preble  both  fired  several  guns  at  some  object,  supposed  to  be  the 
retreating’  steamer.  At  daylight  U.  S.  b.  South  Carolina ,  together 
with  the  McClellan,  succeeded  in  floating  this  ship.  Remainder  of 
ship’s  company  returned  from  the  Preble,  where  they  had  been  trans¬ 
ferred  from  the  Water  Witch. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Water  Witch,  Lieutenant  Winslow,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

October  9,  1861—  South  West  Pass.  At  3: 10  p.  m.  saw  the  steamer 
Ivy  steaming  down  the  river.  At  4  Confederate  steamer  Ivy  came  in 
sight  round  the  point,  and  at  4:30  she  opened  fire  with  a  heavy  rifled 
gun,  and  it  was  returned  by  all  of  the  fleet,  the  shots  falling  very  near 
and  over  us  and  the  Richmond.  At  5  we  got  up  anchor  and  gave 
chase,  when  she  left  and  went  up  river.  A  e  fired  6  shell  from  the 
rifle  howitzer  and  1  shrapnel  from  24-pounder  howitzer. 

October  27.— Head  of  Passes.  Saw  the  Ivy,  but  as  soon  as  she  saw 
us  she  steamed  up  the  river  again. 

October  1 I. — At  3:50  a.  m.  an  iron-plated  steamer  ran  into  theU.  S.  S. 
Richmond,  but  caused  no  damage.  Instantly  the  whole  fleet  beat  to 
quarters  and  fired  into  the  iron-plated  steamer,  but  she  succeeded  in 
getting  away.  At  4  she  sent  up  a  rocket;  we  then  saw  several  lights, 
which  soon  spread  into  a  large  fire,  supposed  to  be  hulks  chained 
together,  filled  with  combustibles  to  fire  the  United  States  vessels. 
The  fleet  proceeded  down  South  West  Pass.  At  4:10  stood  across  the 
river  and  back  till  5:30,  when  we  started  down  the  South  West  Pass  in 
search  of  the  fleet,  pursued  by  four  steam  gunboats  and  one  large  bark- 
rigged  steam  gunboat.  At  7 II.  S.  ship  Vincennes  and  U.  S.  S.  Richmond. 
grounded  on  the  bar,  Mr.  Davis  going  on  the  Preble  to  pilot  her  over 
the  bar.  At  7:30  the  Confederate  steamers  opened  fire  upon  us,  which 
was  returned  by  the  Richmond ,  Vincennes,  and  this  ship.  At  8:30  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Vincennes  were  obliged  to  leave  and  come  on 
board  the  Richmond  and  Water  Witch.  Mr.  Davis  returned  on  board 
after  piloting  the  Preble  safely  over  the  bar.  Kept  up  a  small  cannon¬ 
ading  till  9:30,  when  the  Confederate  forces  retreated  up  the  river. 
From  8  to  12  m. :  Engaged  with  Confederate  steamers,  exchanging 
shots  very  rapidly,  many  of  the  enemy’s  shots  passing  over  and  be¬ 
yond  us.  At  9:30  they  all  left  and  proceeded  up  the  Pass.  At  12  m. 
proceeded  to  the  assistance  of  the  Vincennes /  parted  her  hawser  in 
trying  to  tow  her  off  the  bar. 

October  17. — At  11:30  a.  m.  crossed  the  bar  in  company  with  the 
U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina ,  in  chase  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Ivy. 
From  12  to  4  p.  m. :  In  chase  of  two  Confederate  steamers.  At  1:30 
p.  m.,  arriving  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  and  the  two  Confederate 
steamers  being  in  long  range,  opened  fire  upon  them.  Kept  up  a  run¬ 
ning  chase  until  2:30.  After  having  fired  21  rifle  and  2  percussion 
shells  at  them,  disabling  one  of  them  (we  think),  Captain  Alden,  of 
the  South  Carolina ,  concluded  to  desist,  as  our  opponents  could  keep 
out  of  range  of  our  guns.  At  3  steamed  back  toward  South  W est  Pass, 
after  having  made  a  reconnoissance  of  the  Head  of  the  Passes.  Dis¬ 
covered  the  remains  of  three  large  scows,  which  had  been  used  as  fire 
ships  on  the  night  of  the  12th. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  ship  Nightingale,  Acting  Master  Horne,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding. 

October  II,  1861. — At  7  a.  m.  discovered  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond , 
sloops  of  war  Vincennes  and  Preble ,  and  U.  S.  S.  Water  Witch  coming- 
down  the  river  from  Head  of  the  Passes,  apparently  followed  by  sev¬ 
eral  small  steamers  in  the  service  of  the  rebel  States.  When  the 
vessels  were  nearly  opposite  Pilot  Town  the  Vincennes  ran  aground; 
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the  Richmond  found  it  necessary,  in  order  to  save  the  Vincennes ,  to 
round  to,  and  in  so  doing-  was  carried  on  a  mud  bank  by  the  force  of  the 
current  and  lay  broadside  to  the  current  and  the  pursuing  vessels.  The 
Preble  succeeded  in  coming  out  of  the  Pass  without  getting  aground, 
and  stood  off'  and  on  the  mouth  of  the  Pass  during  the  remainder  of  the 
day.  The  1  Yater  Witch  remained  with  the  Vincennes  and  Richmond. 
The  rebel  steamers  in  pursuit  tired  an  occasional  shot,  but  were  not 
replied  to  b}T  the  Federals  until  after  running  aground,  not  being  able 
to  bring  any  gun  to  bear  upon  the  rebels.  Soon  after  the  Vincennes 
grounded  the  rebel  steamers  rounded  to  and  opened  fire  upon  the  Fed¬ 
erals,  which  was  immediately  returned.  The  position  of  the  vessels 
was  as  follows:  The  Vincennes  lay  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Pass, 
her  stern  to  the  current,  and  could  bring  no  guns  to  bear  up  river; 
the  Richmond  lay  in  the  center  of  the  river,  in  a  good  position, 
broadside  to;  the  Water  Witch  on  the  west  side  the  Pass,  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  engagement,  but  steaming  around  afterward  wher¬ 
ever  she  could  do  the  most  execution.  The  rebel  steamers  Ivy  and 
James  L.  Day  kept  up  a  regular  tire  with  their  rilled  cannon  (which 
far  excelled  those  of  the  Federals)  and  were  replied  to  very  rapidly 
by  the  Richmond  and  Water  Witch.  The  Vincennes  having  several 
opportunities,  tired  a  few  shot,  but  could  do  but  little  in  her  own 
defense.  She  was  obliged  to  throw  all  her  guns  overboard  with  the 
exception  of  four,  At  9  a.  m.  Mr.  S.  R.  Hudson  went  and  reported 
to  Captain  Pope  the  condition  of  the  ship.  During  the  engagement 
received  orders  from  Lieutenant  Selden  to  be  prepared  to  abandon  and 
fire  the  Nightingale  in  case  of  necessity,  also  to  send  all  personal  prop¬ 
erty  and  effects  on  board  the  U.  S.  bark  J.  C.  Kuhn ,  which  was  imme¬ 
diately  done.  The  boats,  after  transferring  the  baggage  to  the  bark, 
returned  to  the  ship.  Mr.  Hudson  (prisoner)  was  sent  on  board  the 
bark  for  safe-keeping.  Sent  Air.  Aymar  and  Air.  Lewis  on  board  the 
schooner  Frolic  with  orders  to  be  put  in  double  irons  in  case  of  trouble. 
Commenced  to  throw  overboard  coal  and  pig  iron  to  lighten  the  ship, 
by  order  of  Lieutenant  Selden,  we  deeming  it  necessary. 

October  13.- — At  7,  made  all  preparations  to  be  towed  off  by  the 
G.  B.  McClellan.  At  1  p.  m.  the  rebel  steamer  Ivy  canny  down  the 
river  within  about  2  miles  of  us.  The  schooner  J.  N.  Gemn  immedi¬ 
ately  got  underway  and  stood  out.  Lieutenant  Selden  came  on  board 
and  ordered  our  men  to  go  on  board  the  Richmond ,  as  it  was  expected 
that  the  Ivy  would  drop  down  upon  us.  One  boat  went  to  the  Rich¬ 
mond.  and  was  ordered  back  by  Captain  Pope.  In  the  meantime  the 
Ivy  returned  up  river.  Lieutenant  Cummings  came  from  the  Rich¬ 
mond  to  make  enquiries  with  regard  to  leaving  the  vessel,  as  the  men 
would  never  have  left  the  ship  without  orders  from  Lieutenant  Selden. 
as  they  were  all  ready  for  going  to  quarters.  At  2:30  p.  m.  the 
McClellan  came  alongside  and  endeavored  to  tow  us  off.  At  7.  gave 
it  up  and  lay  alongside. 


Extract  from  the  New  Orleans  Daily  True  Delta,  October  13,  1861 

We  are  finally  enabled  to  relieve  the  suspense  that  has  held  our 
entire  community  spellbound  for  several  hours,  by  announcing  the 
result  of  the  attack  on  the  blockading  ships  by  our  gallant  little 
mosquito  fleet. 
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It  was  a  complete  success,  and  perhaps  the  most  brilliant  and  remark¬ 
able  naval  exploit  on  record. 

The  sloop  of  war  Preble  is  sunk,  another  vessel  captured,  and  the 
balance  driven  ashore.  All  honor  to  the  heroic  Hollins. 

Below  we  give  three  dispatches  received  since  our  evening  paper 
was  published : 

Fort  Jackson,  12:30  p.  m. 

There  is  a  vessel  in  sight  above  The  Jump,  hove  to,  which  we  suppose  to  be  the 
McRae,  and  the  smoke  of  a  steamer  below  her;  which  is  all  the  additional  news  since 
my  last.  We  do  not  know  the  result  of  the  engagement,  although  the  firing  ceased 
a  little  after  10  o’clock  this  morning. 

J.  K.  Duncan, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Major-General  D.  E.  Twiggs. 


Fort  Jackson,  1:25  p.  m. 

Three  steamers,  one  with  a  vessel  in  tow,  with  two  tall  masts,  are  now  below  the 
forts  and  are  coming  up  rapidly.  The  result  of  the  fight  will  be  given  on  their 
arrival. 

J.  K.  Duncan, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Major-General  D.  E.  Twiggs. 


Extract  from  the  New  Orleans  Daily  True  Delta,  October  15,  1861. 

At  midnight  last  night  the  steamer  Calhoun  arrived  at  the  wharf, 
foot  of  Bienville  street,  having  on  board  Commodore  Hollins. 

A  dispatch  to  announce  her  arrival  had  been  received  from  the  fort, 
but  few  persons  saw  it,  as  it  was  not  published. 

Nevertheless,  a  considerable  crowd  collected  on  the  wharf  about  9 
o’clock  and  waited  a  couple  of  hours,  but  when  the  Calhoun  finally 
arrived  there  were  not  more  than  two  dozen  people  present.  These, 
however,  sent  up  a  hearty  shout  for  the  hero  of  the  naval  victory. 

Commodore  Hollins  went  ashore  immediately  and  drove  off  to  his 
home.  He  was  excessively  fatigued  and  worn  out,  and  unable  to  fur¬ 
nish  any  details  of  the  remarkable  combat  he  had  planned  and  executed; 
but  from  a  gentleman  who  was  all  through  the  fight,  we  obtained  the 
following  particulars: 

The  expedition  started  down  the  river  [Mississippi]  from  the  forts 
at  an  early  hour  Saturday  morning,  the  fireboats  ahead  and  the  gun¬ 
boats  following. 

But  the  span  of  fireboats  could  not  be  controlled  by  the  tug  that  was 
attempting  to  guide  it,  and  very  soon  it  commenced  to  slew  around, 
and  then,  despite  every  effort,  it  ran  into  the  river  bank. 

The  plan  of  firing  the  fleet  was  immediately  abandoned  by  Commo¬ 
dore  Hollins  on  the  occurrence  of  this  accident,  and  he  proceeded  down 
the  river  with  the  gunboats  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  legitimate 
attack  upon  them.  The  vessels  of  the  enemy  found  lying  at  the  Head 
of  the  Passes  were  the  steam  frigate  Richmond ,  the  sailing  sloop  of 
war  Vincennes,  the  sailing  sloop  of  war  Preble ,  and  the  steam  gunboat 
Water  Witch.  They  were  taken  completely  by  surprise,  and  had  not 
the  steamers  had  steam  up  at  the  time,  perhaps  none  of  them  would 
have  escaped.  As  it  was,  their  firing,  maneuvers,  and  general  conduct 
showed  that  they  were  thunderstruck  and  frightened. 

The  Manassas  led  the  way  of  our  little  fleet,  and,  steering  straight 
for  one  of  the  sloops  of  war,  ran  right  into  her.  The  force  of  the  con- 
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eussion  was  tremendous,  so  much  so  as  to  put  the  machinery  of  the 
Manassas  out  of  gear  and  render  her  perfectly  useless,  floating  about 
in  an  unmanageable  condition  on  the  water. 

But  the  enemy  were  very  quick  in  making  their  arrangements  to 
move,  and  the  two  steamers  each  took  one  of  the  sloops  of  war  in  tow 
and  started  down  the  river,  making  the  best  speed  of  which  they  were 


capable. 


They  defended  their  retreat  with  every  gun  they  could  bring  to  bear 
upon  their  pursuers,  but  their  aim  was  wild  and  showed  that  the  gun¬ 
ners  were  terribly  alarmed. 

The  McRae ,  Ivy ,  and  Tuscarora  led  our  fleet,  and  were  the  boats 
that  kept  up  the  tire  on  the  retreating  vessels  and  drove  them  down 
the  stream.  The  other  vessels  of  our  fleet  followed  on  down  as  well 
as  they  could.  The  enemy’s  vessels  took  the  South  \\  est  Pass  for  theii 
avenue  of  escape,  but  some  of  them  got  aground  on  the  bar  there. 
The  boats  of  our  fleet  then  came  up  with  them  about  9  o’clock  a.  m., 
and  firing  now  commenced  in  earnest. 

It  being  daylight,  they  discovered  the  weakness  of  our  fleet  and  they 
managed  their  guns  in  a  far  abler  manner.  I  or  over  an  hour  the  duel 
was  kept  up,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  Commodore  Hollins  signaled 
our  boats  to  withdraw  from  so  unequal  a  contest,  in  which  nothing- 
more  was  to  be  gained.  At  the  time  of  leaving  they  were  taking  the 
men  off  the  sloop  of  war  that  had  been  run  into  by  the  Manassas,  and 
she  was  settling  in  the  water  in  a  significant  manner,  so  there  can  be 
no  doubt  of  her  foundering  and  total  loss.  Our  informant  believes 
that  this  vessel  was  the  "Vincennes ,  and  not  the  Preble ,  as  was  reported 
bv  Commodore  Hollins.  Our  little  fleet  returned  up  the  river  and  cap¬ 
tured  the  cutter  of  the  steam  frigate  Richmond ,  which  was  full  ot 
cutlasses 

What  became  of  the  men  who  had  thrown  down  their  cutlasses  in 
such  a  hasty  manner  and  abandoned  their  boat  is  not  known. 

Returning  to  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  a  detachment  ot  men  were 
landed  who  set  fire  to  all  the  lumber  which  the  enemy  had  put  ashore 
there  after  bringing  it  such  a  distance  and  at  such  great  costand  it  was 
totally  consumed.  The  Manassas  was  then  taken  in  tow,  and  all  ot  the 

boats  returned  to  the  forts.  v  ,  ,  ,  , 

Notone  of  our  boats  is  injured  m  the  slightest  manner,  except  the 
slight  disarrangement  of  the  machinery  of  the  Manassas,  but  are  ready 
to  repeat  the  affair.  Not  a  single  man  on  any  of  our  boats  was  hurt 
It  is  believed  that  all  the  enemy’s  vessels  are  somewhat  injured  and 
that  there  must  have  been  many  casualties  among  their  crews,  but  ot 
this  nothing  can  be  known  as  yet. 


Extract  from  the  Richmond  Dispatch,  October  14,  1861. 


New  Orleans ,  October  12. 
at  3  o’clock  and  45  minutes 
hour. 


It  was  renewed  again  at  9  o’clock.  , 

The  following  message  has  been  sent  by  Commodore  Hollins  to  the 

Navv  Department  at  Richmond: 
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the  South  West  Pass  Bar,  except  the  Preble ,  which  I  sunk.  I  captured  a  prize  from 
them,  and  after  I  got  them  fast  on  the  sand  I  peppered  them  well.  There  were  no 
casualties  on  our  side.  It  was  a  complete  success. 

[Second  Dispatch.] 

New  Orleans ,  October  13. — The  force  of  the  Federal  fleet  was  40 
guns  and  nearly  1,000  men,  while  the  little  Confederate  mosquito  fleet 
carried  16  guns  and  about  300  men.  It  is  reported  that  our  iron 
steamer  sunk  the  Preble  with  her  steel  prow. 

Commodore  Hollins  arrived  in  this  cit}7  at  a  late  hour  last  night. 


Extract  from  the  Richmond  Dispatch,  October  15,  1861. 

New  Orleans ,  October  lb. — The  expedition  under  Commander  Hollins 
consisted  of  the  Manassas ,  the  ironclad  marine  battering  ram,  with 
one  64-pounder  Dahlgren  gun;  the  steamer  Calhoun  (the  flagship), 
with  one  24-pounder  and  two  18-pounder  Dahlgren  guns;  the  steamer 
Ivy,  with  one  8-inch  32-pounder,  rifled;  the  steamer  Jackson ,  with  two 
8-i.n ch  columbiads;  the  steamer  McRae ,  with  a  64-pounder,  mounted 
on  a  pivot,  four  8-inch  columbiads,  and  a  24-pounder,  rifled;  the 
steamer  Tuscarora,  with  one  8-inch  col umbiad and  a  32-pounder,  rifled; 
and  the  cutter  Pickens ,  with  an  8-inch  columbiad  and  four  24-pound 
carronades. 

The  blockade rs  had  the  Richmond,  Vincennes ,  Preble,  Water  Witch, 
and  the  schooner  Joseph  II.  Toone — in  all  53  guns. 

On  Friday  last  <s>ur  fleet  started  from  Fort  Jackson,  the  Manassas 
leading  the  way.  The  night  was  intensely  dark,  and  the  Manassas  ran 
into  a  vessel,  striking  her  near  the  bow,  and  cutting  into  her  upward 
of  20  feet.  Appalling  shrieks  were  heard  aboard  the  doomed  ship; 
signal  rockets  were  fired;  the  enemy  beat  to  quarters,  and  a  perfect 
iron  hail  fell  upon  and  around  the  Manassas ,  during  which  her  machin¬ 
ery  became  deranged.  The  Tuscarora  and  the  Watson  came  up  with 
five  barges,  which  had  been  cut  loose  and  set  adrift  on  the  stream. 

When  the  morning  came  our  fleet  commenced  to  pursue  the  retreat¬ 
ing  enemy  and  a  heavy  cannonading  began,  which  lasted  till  8  o’clock. 
Sei  eial  shots  struck  the  Richmond.  The  shots  from  the  h  ankees  were 
badly  aimed,  as  they  did  not  touch  one  of  our  vessels.  When  the  firing 
ended  the  fleet  returned  to  the  city  with  the  prize  schooner  Joseph  II. 
Toone ,  loaded  with  coal,  and  which  had  been  deserted  during  the  night. 
A  large  quantity  of  lumber,  which  had  been  intended  for  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  fortification  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  was  burned. 


Extract  from  the  Richmond  Dispatch,  October  21,  1861. 

rlT»e  New  Orleans  Delta  is  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  General  Twio-o-s 
tor  the  following  telegraphic  dispatches  received  from  Colonel  Duncan 
commanding  at  Fort  Jackson: 


Fort  Jackson,  October  14 — 8  p.  m. 

I lajor-General  Twiggs:  About  10  o’clock  Saturday  morning,  while  the  fight  was 

a  mile8  he  hi  w  the  K  P?>SS’  DryBradbury  was  arrested  in  a  small  boat  about 
merlv  offhe  i  /he  Passes .ty  the  U.  S.  S.  McClellan ,  Captain  Gray,  for¬ 

merly  ot  the  Star  0/  the  West,  commanding.  After  taking  him  prisoner  the  steamer 

put  about  and  went  out  of  Pass  a  l’Outre,  and  around  to  the  South  West  Pass  imme- 
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The  Richmond  was  struck  by  the  ram,  instead  of  the  Preble.  She  was  struck  a 
little  abaft  of  her  forechains.  A  small  indentation  in  her  copper  was  visible,  her 
great  injury  being  below  the  water  line.  It  was  with  great  exertions  only  that  she 
was  kept  afloat  going  down  the  Pass,  and  she  was  there  run  aground  to  save  her. 
The  Vincennes  also  went  aground,  and  her  guns  were  thrown  out  to  lighten  her. 
Some  time  Saturday  every  preparation  was  made  to  blow  her  up,  a  match  having 
been  actually  applied  to  the  train,  which  accidentally  went  out.  This  was  stated  by 
one  of  her  officers. 

I  don’t  know  if  anyone  was  injured  on  the  vessels.  One  of  our  shells  burst  in  the 
cabin  of  the  Richmond.  The  South  Carolina  and  McClellan  were  both  required  to  get 
off  the  Vincennes.  The  McClellan  got  off  the  Richmond;  they  got  off  Sunday  about 
10  o’clock,  as  seen  from  the  SouthWest  Pass  station.  This  morning  the  Richmond 
was  all  by  the  stern;  bows  out  of  water.  The  McClellan  brought  out  two  rifled  can¬ 
non,  which  gave  the  greatest  satisfaction,  the  officers  saying  they  were  now  ready 
for  the  Ivy.  The  guns  were  taken  on  board  the  Richmond  immediately  and  placed 
in  position.  The  doctor  thinks  the  bore  of  the  gun  is  about  3  inches,  say  6-pounders, 
or  the  mates  of  the  one  on  the  Water  Witch;  they  certainly  do  not  exceed  12-pounders. 

Doctor  Bradbury  was  treated  with  the  greatest  courtesy;  more  as  a  guest  than  a 
prisoner,  and  was  allowed  to  leave  after  the  Richmond  and  Vincennes  got  off  the  bar. 
The  U.  S.  clipper  ship  Nightingale  is  aground  on  the  outermost  east  mud  lumps  of 
the  South  West  Pass.  The  enemy’s  account  of  the  battle  of  Santa  Rosa  is  that  our 
force  made  a  very  bold  and  brilliant  attack,  but  was  repulsed  with  great  loss,  a  boat 
having  got  aground  on  the  receiving  of  our  troops,  which  was  fired  on  from  the  beach 
with  great  effect.  They  acknowledged  that  Billy  Wilson  ran  in  his  shirt,  and 
another  regiment  between  him  and  the  fort  did  the  fighting. 

J.  K.  Duncan, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


The  Memphis  (Tenn.)  Avalanche  gives  the  following  description  of 
the  vessel  which  ran  into  the  Vincennes  at  the  Passes  near  New  Orleans: 

The  “Turtle,”  it  is  said,  did  all  the  execution,  and  has  proved  a  complete  success. 
Most  of  our  readers  are  acquainted  with  her  peculiar  construction,  but  as  the  enemy 
has  seen  and  felt  her,  there  is  no  impropriety  in  describing  her.  She  is  incased  with 
iron  an  inch  thick,  and  is  shell  and  shot  proof.  Her  construction  is  very  strong  and 
symmetrical.  In  front,  several  feet  under  water,  projecting  from  her  bow,  is  a 
machine  like  a  scythe  that  bursts  anything  “wide  open”  that  it  comes  in  contact 
with.  In  the  water  the  “Turtle”  looks  like  the  hull  of  a  steamboat  bottom  side  up. 
Of  an  oval  shape  from  the  water  line  up,  every  ball  or  shell  would  glance  harmlessly 
off.  It  has  but  one  aperture,  and  that  conceals  a  10-inch  howitzer  in  front.  When 
in  range,  this,  which  is  just  large  enough  for  the  muzzle  of  the  gun,  is  opened  and  the 
howitzer  discharged.  The  recoil  is  sufficient  to  permit  the  “door,”  or  “hatch,”  to 
fall,  which  it  does  of  its  own  weight,  and  presents  the  same  imperviousness  to  shot 
and  shell  as  the  remainder  of  the  novel  structure.  Its  complete  success  demonstrates 
the  fact  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  “turn  her  loose”  to  demolish  the  whole  of 
Lincoln’s  Navy. 


Extract  from  the  Richmond  Dispatch,  October  23,  1861. 

The  following  letter,  which  was  written  by  his  son  in  New  Orleans 
to  a  gentleman  in  Charleston,  contains  some  interesting  facts  in  regard 
to  the  naval  engagement  off  New  Orleans  which  have  never  before 
been  published: 

Commodore  Hollins  arrived  here  last  night,  bringing  with  him  a  United  States 
supply  vessel,  a  prize.  She  was  a  Lincoln  supply  vessel  for  the  blockading  fleet,  but 
we  have  her  now.  The  Manassas,  or  the  steam  ram,  arrived  at  3  o’clock  this  after¬ 
noon.  She  will  go  in  the  dock  to-morrow  morning;  Lieutenant  A.  F.  Warley,  C.  S. 
Navy  (of  South  Carolina),  commanded  her.  She  went  in  among  the  fleet  at2o’clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant  in  search  of  the  Richmond,  but  struck  the  first  one 
she  could,  which  was  the  Preble,  sloop  of  war,  800  tons,  ship-rigged,  16  guns.  She 
went  into  the  Preble  16  feet,  but  the  force  of  the  current  of  the  Mississippi  took  her 
stern  round  and  tore  open  the  planks.  The  Preble  then  drifted  stern  on  the  bar,  and 
there  will  rest  her  ribs.  She  fired  fifteen  times  at  the  ram,  hit  her  once,  and  that 
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shot  carried  away  her  smokestacks,  one  of  which  was  lost  overboard.  The  concus¬ 
sion  was  so  great  that  the  engines  felt  the  effects  of  it.  I  never  doubted  but  that  she 
would  be  a  success.  The  frigate  Richmond,  22  IX-inch  Dahlgren  guns,  is  hard  and 
fast  on  the  bar.  Our  fleet  opened  fire  on  her.  The  Richmond  fired  several  broad¬ 
sides  briskly.  It  was  all  Commodore  Hollins  desired,  for  every  broadside  shook 
her  to  such  a  degree  that  it  buried  her  deeper  in  the  sand.  They  had  erected  what 
Commodore  Hollins  called  “customhouses”  on  the  shore  near  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  A  large  quantity  of  timber,  etc.,  was  landed  by  them  and  buildings  nearly 
finished.  “They  were  going  to  collect  revenue,”  but  Commodore  Hollins  says  he 
was  compelled  “'to  shell  out  the  first  duty.” 

A  war  boat  from  the  Richmond  made  her  appearance  full  of  men.  He  fired  three 
shots  from  his  32-pounder,  rifled.  Two  missed,  but  the  last  one  struck  her  amid¬ 
ships,  and  he  thinks  some  one  was  hurt;  he  captured  this  boat  and  brought  it  up 
with  him. 


Extract  from  the  Richmond  Dispatch,  November  5,  1861. 


The  New  Orleans  Picayune  of  the  31st  ultimo  published  the  follow¬ 
ing-  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore 
Hollins  in  relation  to  the  naval  action  near  New  Orleans: 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 
Richmond,  October  26,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  official  report  of  the  naval  contest  between  a  portion  of  your  squadron 
and  that  of  the  enemy  in  the  Mississippi  River  on  the  12th  instant  has  been  received. 

The  conception  and  execution  of  this  enterprise,  by  which,  with  a  force  inferior 
even  to  that  of  one  of  the  enemy’s  fleet,  you  attacked  his  four  ships  and  drove  him 
before  you  from  the  river,  and  destroyed  his  preparations  for  its  occupation,  reflects 
the  highest  credit  upon  yourself  and  your  command,  and  in  expressing  to  you  and, 
through  you,  to  your  officers  and  men  its  high  appreciation  of  the  conspicuous 
gallantry,  ability,  and  zeal  which  marked  the  conduct  of  all,  the  Department  expresses 
the  conviction  that  the  effect  and  significance  of  your  brilliant  triumph,  decisive  and 
important  as  it  was,  rise  far  above  its  apparent  results. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  George  N.  Hollins, 

Commanding  at  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Captain  Pope ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  orders  issued  to  certain 

United  States  vessels. 


U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

South  West  Pass,  October  If  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  but  time  to  say  that  1  have  ordered  Commander  Handy 
to  the  North  East  Pass. 

The  Preble  being  out  of  wood,  I  have  ordered  to  Ship  Island  for 
wood  for  both  ships,  as  the  Vincennes  has  but  eight  days. 

The  Preble  to  return  as  soon  as  possible  and  join  the  blockade  off 
Pass  a  l’Outre,  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  senior  officer  at  that 
place. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  Water  Witch  has  just  made  her  number. 
There  is  another  steamer  in  company,  which  1  take  to  be  the  Hunts¬ 
ville.  I  shall  send  the  Huntsville  back  as  soon  as  possible;  will  make 
another  trial  to  get  the  Nightingale  off  by  steam. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Blockading  Squadron. 


Jno.  Pope, 

Captain. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Warley,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  ram  Manassas,  regarding 

operations  of  that  vessel. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  the  squadron  under  your  command  in  the  ironclad  ram 
Manassas  to  the  Head  of  the  Passes  on  the  morning  of  the  12th. 
After  leaving  the  remainder  of  the  squadron,  according  to  your  direc¬ 
tion,  I  got  on  all  steam,  reached  the  enemy’s  squadron  about  4  a.  m., 
took  them  completely  by  surprise,  and  ran  into  a  sloop  of  war  at  the 
rate  of  about  10  knots  an  hour;  struck  her  on  the  bow,  and,  had  reason 
to  believe,  with  very  great  effect.  I  backed  from  her  and  ordered  the 
ram  to  be  run  into"  the  next  vessel,  when  the  chief  engineer  reported 
the  smokestacks  gone  and  one  engine  ruined  pro  tern.  I  then  made 
the  best  of  my  way  up  the  river,  having  20  shots  fired  at  me  from  the 
three  other  vessels  lying  near  the  one  I  ran  into — all  within  100  yards, 
and  all  except  one,  which  did  no  damage,  passing  over  me.  The 
steamer  Richmond  slipped  and  followed  me,  but  meeting  the  fire  rafts, 
turned  and  went  down  the  river. 

1  can  not  too  highly  praise  or  gratefully  thank  the  officers  and  men 
with  me,  most  particularly  Mr.  Austin,  the  first  mate  (an  acting  mas¬ 
ter  by  your  appointment),  Mr.  Handy,  the  chief  engineer,  also  your 
assistant,  and  the  pilot,  Mr.  Mason,  to  whose  zeal  and  energy  I  feel  I 
am  greatly  indebted  for  the  success  that  attended  the  execution  of 
3Tour  plan. 

Sincerely  congratulate  you,  sir,  on  the  perfect  success  that  crowned 
your  expedition  and  resulted  in  clearing  the  river  of  the  forces  of  the 
enemy. 

I  remain,  sir, 

A.  F.  Warley. 

[Flag-officer  Geo.  N.  Hollins,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Naval  Station ,  New  Orleans.'] 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Warley,  C.  S.  Navy,  expressing 

the  Department’s  commendation  of  his  action  in  command  of  the  C.  S.  ram  Manassas. 

Commandant’s  Office,  Naval  Station, 

New  Orleans ,  January  20,  1862. 

Sir:  I  experience  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  in  being  able  to 
place  before  you  an  extract  from  a  communication  from  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  which  the  Department  acknowledges  how 
very  worthy  you  are  of  the  high  esteem  and  appreciation  which  I 
always  thought  you  well  deserved.  It  reads  as  follows: 

You  will  please  make  known  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Warley  that 'the  Depart¬ 
ment  appreciates  and  approves  the  zeal  and  energy  displayed  in  the  enterprise 
embraced  in  his  report  by  himself,  his  officers  and  men,  and  is  confident  that  its 
failure  which  was  no  fault  of  theirs,  will  but  stimulate  them  to  renewed  action. 
True  his  vessel  was  in  imminent  peril,  but  risks,  and  great  ones,  must  be  cheerfully 
encountered  to  effect  any  action  worthy  of  note  against  the  odds  opposed  to  us;  and 
had  she  been  destroyed  it  would  have  been  in  a  worthy  effort  to  serve  the  country, 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  N.  Hollins, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  F.  Warley, 

Commanding  Steamer  Manassas ,  New  Orleans. 
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Report  of  Flag- Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  number  of 
vessels  required  for  an  effective  blockade. 

U,  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  South  West  Pass  of  Mississippi  \River\,  October  16,  1861. 

Sir:  Deeming  it  important  that  1  should  give  you  my  views  as  to 
the  number  of  vessels  requisite  to  institute  an  efficient  blockade  of  the 
coast  of  the  Gulf,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following: 

Tampa  Bay,  one  steam  gunboat;  Cedar  Keys,  one  steam  gunboat; 
St.  Marks,  one  steam  gunboat;  Apalachicola,  two  steam  gunboats;  Pen¬ 
sacola,  one  steam  frigate,  one  steam  gunboat;  between  Pensacola  and 
Mobile,  one  steam  gunboat;  Mobile,  one  steam  sloop  and  one  steam 
gunboat;  between  Mobile  and  Ship  Island,  one  steam  gunboat;  Ship 
Island,  one  sailing  frigate;  Mississippi  Sound,  three  steam  gunboats; 
Oyster  Bay,  one  steam  gunboat;  Pass  a  POutre,  one  steam  sloop  and 
one  steam  gunboat;  North  East  Pass,  one  steam  gunboat;  South  Pass, 
one  steam  gunboat;  South  West  Pass,  one  steam  sloop  and  one  steam 
gunboat;  West  Bay,  one  steam  gunboat;  to  cruise  between  Barataria 
"Bay  and  Ship  Island  Shoal,  two  steam  gunboats;  Atchafalaya  Bay  to 
Vermilion  Bav,  two  steam  gunboats;  between  Vermilion  Bay  and 
Sabine  Pass,  one  steam  gunboat;  Galveston,  one  (heavy)  steam  gun¬ 
boat;  Matagorda,  one  steam  gunboat;  between  Matagorda  and  the 
Rio  Grande,  three  steam  gunboats;  two  or  three  sailing  frigates,  or 
sloops  to  cruise  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Rio  Grande,  at  some 
distance  from  the  coast. 

In  addition  to  the  above  are  required  three  steam  gunboats,  to 
cruise,  one  from  Tortugas  to  Pensacola,  one  from  the  Mississippi  to 
Sabine  Pass,  and  one  from  Sabine  Pass  to  the  Rio  Grande,  to  commu¬ 
nicate  frequently  with  these  vessels,  and  to  lay  by  them  alternately, 
to  afford  opportunity  for  cleaning  and  repairs  to  their  boilers  and 
machinery. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-0  fleer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  J).  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Pope,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Richmond , 
regarding  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Pass  a  V  Outre. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Off  Pass  a  V  Outre,  October  17,  1861. 

Sir:  By  the  Cuyler  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this 
place.  This  ship  has  evidently  sustained  more  injury  than  was  at  lirst 
known.  The  most  she  will  steam  under  favorable  circumstances  is  6 
knots;  head  to  the  wind,  fresh  breeze,  4,  and  steers  badly.  The  Vin¬ 
cennes  is  at  anchor  off  the  North  East  Pass.  I  ordered  the  M  ater  Mitch 
to  join  you. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  Pope, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report 
regarding  the  capture  of  schooner  Edward,  Barnard. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  South  West  Pass  of  Mississippi  [ River ],  October  19 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  lists  of  prize  goods  and  prisoners  taken 
from  several  small  schooners  captured  by  the  steamer  South  Carolina , 
and  now  on  board  U.  S.  sto reship  Nightingale. 

Also  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Commander  Alden,  in  reference  to  the 
capture  of  the  prize  schooner  Barnard ,  which  arrived  here  on  the 
17th  instant. 

During  the  ensuing  night  it  commenced  to  blow  a  gale  from  N.W., 
and  at  daybreak  she  made  a  signal  of  distress.  Upon  sending  a  boat 
to  her  assistance,  it  was  discovered  that  she  was  leaking  so  badly  that 
she  could  not  be  kept  afloat.  I  therefore  ordered  her  run  on  shore 
upon  one  of  the  mud  banks  and  her  cargo,  consisting  of  594  barrels 
of  spirits  of  turpentine,  transferred  to  the  Nightingale  for  transpor¬ 
tation  to  New  York. 

The  schooner  is  a  wreck. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Gidf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  within  the  prisoners  have  been  transferred 
to  the  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina, 

Off  South  West  Pass,  October  17,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  16th 
instant,  a  few  hours  after  I  left  the  Niagara,  we  captured  a  schooner 
called  the  Fdward  Barnard,  under  the  British  flag,  from  Mobile 
(where  they  acknowledge  to  have  run  the  blockade),  bound  to  Nassau, 
New  Providence,  with  a  cargo  of  600  barrels  spirits  of  turpentine. 

At  the  time  of  the  capture  Pass  a  TOutre  bore  about  S.  W.  distant  15 
miles.  The  captain,  who  is  an  ex-officer  of  the  British  army,  appears 
never  to  have  been  to  sea  before  in  any  nautical  capacity".  He  says 
he  passed  out  of  Mobile  entrance  in  broad  daylig'ht  in  full  view  of  the 
blockading  vessel,  the  U.  S.  S.  Mississippi ,  but  I  find  from  others  on 
board  that  she  slipped  out  under  cover  of  the  night,  and  that  her  boat, 
while  recon  nodering,  was  near  being  captured  by  the  Mississippi’s 
boats.  She  is  in  a  very  leaky  condition,  and  I  recommend  that  her 
cargo,  which  is  very  valuable  (worth  in  New  York,  say,  $40,000),  be 
taken  out  and  put  into  one  of  the  store  ships  bound  for  New  York. 

All  the  papers  found  on  board,  which  have  already  been  submitted 
for  your  inspection,  T  have  enclosed  to  the  U.  S.  district  judge  of  the 
southern  district  of  New  York. 

Herewith  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  my  instructions  to  Prize  Master 
Kempton,  and  of  the  crew  list  found  on  board  the  prize.  The  officers 
of  the  schooner,  consisting  of  the  captain  and  two  mates,  I  shall,  as 
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directed  by  you,  send  to  New  York  in  the  first  supply  steamer  we  fall 
in  with.  The  crew  are  now  on  board  the  Niagara. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  AY.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Alden,  U.  S.  .Navy,  regarding  the  loss  of  the 

tender  Frolic. 


U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina, 

South  T Vest  Pass ,  Ocotober  18,  1861. 

Sir:  The  bearer  of  this  is  Mr.  Gibbs,  master’s  mate  of  the  Richmond , 
and  lately  in  charge  of  the  tender  Frolic.  It  appears  that  she  was 
driven  to  sea  last  night  by  the  Huntsville  drifting  into  her,  being 
compelled  to  slip  his  last  anchor,  after  which  his  sails  were  all  split 
and  he  was  driven  during  the  night  high  up  into  West  Bajy  where  we 
found  him  just  before  dark  this  evening.  Being  unable  to  get  nearer 
with  this  vessel  than  3  miles,  1  anchored  and  sent  boats  to  his  assistance 
with  appliances  to  get  her  afloat  if  possible.  In  due  time  the  officer 
returned  and  informed  me  that  the  vessel  was  in  only  3  feet  of  water 
and  he  could  get  no  more  than  6  feet  a  mile  out;  that  she  was  in  a 
most  dilapidated  condition,  having  lost  her  sails,  leaking  badly,  with 
several  bolts  started  about  the  bows,  and,  in  fact,  a  complete  wreck. 
Under  the  circumstances,  therefore,  I  directed  that  she  should  be 
stripped  of  everything  valuable  and  burned,  which  was  accordingly 
done,  and  the  creiv,  six  in  number,  with  their  luggage,  are  now  on  board 
this  vessel.  Be  pleased  to  inform  me  what  disposition  shall  be  made  of 
them.  AVe  have  not  been  able  to  discover,  nor  have  they  on  the  Frolic 
seen  anything  of  a  square-rigged  vessel  to-day.  1  rusting  m37  action 
in  this  matter  will  meet  your  approbation, 

I  ani,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  AAr.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


p  — I  ata  now  read\T  to  start  for  my  station  at  a  moment’s  warn¬ 
ing,  and  would  suggest  that,  as  this  place  is  so  near  to  my  cruising 
ground,  I  should  drop  in  occasionally  and  communicate  with  vessels 
stationed  here.  If  this  idea  meets  your  approbation,  please  inform  me. 


Yours,  etc., 


|  James  Alden,] 

Commander. 


Report  of  Captain  Eagle ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  II.  S.  ship 
Santee,  blockading  off  Galveston,  Tex. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 

Off  Galveston  Bar,  October  19,  1861. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  inform  you  that  the  U.  S.  frigate.  Santee,  undei 
my  command,  arrived  off  South  AVest  Pass,  Mississippi  Rivei,  on  the 
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14th  of  September,  and  there  exchanged  surgeons  with  the  Niagara ,  in 
compliance  with  your  orders  of  September  12th. 

The  Santee  arrived  at  this  anchorage  on  the  17th  of  September. 
We  received  from  the  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina  23,000  pounds  of  bread, 
75  barrels  salt  provisions,  and  25  barrels  of  whisky. 

Commander  Alden  wished  to  leave  the  two  prize  schooners  Sam. 
Houston  and  Anna  Taylor  in  my  charge,  and  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy 
of  the  receipt  given  for  them.  The  Sam.  Houston  has  since  been  con¬ 
stantly  employed  cruising  between  this  place  and  San  Luis  Pass, 
Brazos  River,  and  San  Bernard  Bay  [River].  During  the  night  of  the 
24th  of  September  the  schooner  returned,  bringing  two  deserters  from 
the  rebels.  One  deserted  from  the  rebel  Army  and  the  other  deserted 
from  fear  of  being  pressed  into  the  rebel  service.  Their  information 
is  of  no  importance.  One  I  have  shipped  as  ordinary  seaman  for  three 
years,  and  the  other  as  landsman  for  three  years  or  during  the  war. 
On  the  28th  of  September,  at  9: 30  a.  m. ,  a  steamer  came  out  from  Gal¬ 
veston,  and  Ave  tired  a  shot  ahead  of  her  and  she  returned  to  the.  town. 
She  came  out  a  second  time,  and  we  again  fired  ahead  of  her.  The  third 
time  she  came  out  we  fired  three  shots  directly  at  her,  the  shots  fall¬ 
ing  short.  She  immediately  returned  to  the  town. 

On  the  3d  of  October  the  schooner  Sam.  Houston  returned,  bringing 
three  prisoners  of  war  and  1(5  bags  of  salt,  captured  oil’  San  Luis  Pass 
in  the  4-ton  schooner  Reindeer ,  on  her  way  to  Galveston.  The 
schooner  Avas  sunk,  as  being  worthless.  One  of  the  prisoners  of  war 
had  on  his  person  $121.37,  which  he  said  was  his  private  property. 
As  he  was  in  feeble  health,  1  sent  him  ashore  on  his  parole  of  honor. 
I  hoisted  a  flag  of  truce  at  the  fore  and  sent  him  aboard  a  steamer 
Avhich  came  out.  As  he  was  entirely  destitute,  I  returned  him  $5.37 
and  deposited  the  remaining  $116  with  the  paymaster  of  this  ship,  to 
await  your  decision  with  regard  to  it.  The  other  two  prisoners  are 
anxious  to  ship,  and  1  await  your  orders  with  regard  to  shipping  them. 
One  was  born  in  Finland  and  the  other  in  the  Western  islands. 

I  herewith  give  you  an  extract  from  my  sailing  instructions  of  June 
8,  1861: 

On  your  way,  you  will  run  into  Hampton  Roads,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  a 
supply  of  shells  for  the  Santee  and  also  for  the  Marion,  to  be  sent  from  Washington. 

On  my  arrival  at  Pensacola,  on  the  11th  of  August,  I  handed  you 
my  sailing  instructions,  at  the  same  time  mentioning  that  I  had  200 
shells  for  the  Marion.  They  are  still  on  board  this  \Tessel. 

1  am  under  the  impression  that  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Galveston 
are  removing  their  families  from  the  town. 

*  *  *  *■  *  * 

I  consider  the  blockade  of  this  port  to  be  effectual,  as  we  are  so  near 
the  bar  as  to  prevent  any  ingress  or  egress  Avithout  our  knowledge. 

*  *  *  *  *  -x-  -  * 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Eagle, 

^  Captain. 

h  lag-Olhcer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  cause  of 
withdrawal  from,  cooperation  in  the  attach  upon  Pensacola. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  South  West  Pass  of  Mississippi  [ River ],  October  19,  1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  copies  of  two  communications  received 
from  Colonel  Brown,  of  Fort  Pickens  (marked  “A”  and  “E”), 
referred  to  in  my  dispatch,  No.  3,  of  the  10th  instant. 

In  the  haste  of  leaving  Fort  Pickens  for  this  place,  1  omitted  to 
send  them. 

The  communication  marked  “A”  was  received  by  the  Colorado 
before  leaving  this  place.  The  second  one,  marked  “B,”  was  received 
by  the  McClellan  while  on  my  way  to  Fort  Pickens  to  endeavor  to 
procure  from  Colonel  Brown  rifled  guns  for  the  defense  of  the  ships 
in  the  river. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  contained  in  these  communications 
I  remained  at  Fort  Pickens  (the  colonel  having  loaned  me  two  rifled 
Parrott  guns  and  placed  at  my  disposal  the  army  steamers  to  convey 
them  here),  and  the  ships  had  been  lightened,  the  arrangements  for 
the  bombardment  all  completed,  and  it  was  to  have  commenced  at 
daylight  on  the  following  morning,  when  I  received  by  the  McClellan 
such  information  in  regard  to  the  state  of  affairs  at  this  place  as  con¬ 
vinced  me  that  my  immediate  presence  was  indispensable. 

It  was  very  mortifying  to  me  and  to  all  on  board  this  ship  to  be 
compelled  to  leave  at  such  a  time,  but  as  I  considered  that  my  first 
duty  was  to  the  blockade,  I  got  immediately  underway,  leaving  the 
Colorado,  with  instructions  to  blockade  the  harbor  and  to  prevent  the 
rebels  from  landing  on  Santa  Rosa  Island. 

The  Niagara  and  Colorado  were  to  have  attacked  Fort  McRee  and 
the  adjoining  water  batteries,  an  arrangement  which  the  weather 
would  have  defeated  had  I  remained,  as  during  the  night  it  com¬ 
menced  to  blow  very  hard  from  southeast. 

An  attack  by  heavy  ships  can  only  be  made  when  the  water  is  per¬ 
fectly  smooth,  as  in  order  to  get  within  range  they  must  anchor  in  I 
fathoms. 

Hoping  for  the  speedy  arrival  of  such  an  increase  of  force  as  will 
not  only  enable  me  to  return  to  Pensacola,  but  to  aid  more  effectually 
in  the  reduction  of  that  place, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Sguadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  1).  C. 

[Enclosure  A.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens,  Octobers,  1861. 

Sir:  No  former  time  has  been,  1  think,  so  favorable  to  attack  the 
rebel  forces  at  Warrington  and  the  navy  yard  as'  the  present.  From 
the  most  reliable  information  I  can  get,  the  best  troops  of  the  enemy 
have  been  sent  to  Virginia,  and  he,  at  this  time,  is.  not  only  weak  m 
the  quality,  but  much" more  so  in  the  number,  of  his  troops,  and  that 
this  is  the  fact  is  strongly  evidenced  by  his  suffering  me  to  lire  into 
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the  dry  dock  and  subsequently  to  burn  it,  and  afterwards  Captain 
Bailey  to  attack  the  navy  yard,  burn  a  vessel  in  the  slip,  and  spike  one 
of  his  most  important  guns  without,  in  any  manner,  resenting  these 
gross  and  palpable  insults. 

I  am  now  ready  to  act,  but  am  too  weak  to  do  so  more  than  destroy 
the  navy  yard  and  silence  some  of  the  batteries,  but  can  not  cross  over 
and  prosecute  any  advantages  I  may  obtain  by  a  bombardment.  I 
think  a  joint  attack  by  the  Army  and  Navy  would,  at  this  time,  be 
attended  with  decisive  results,  and  I  respectfullv  invite  your  coopera¬ 
tion  in  such  manner  as  may  hereafter  be  considered  advisable.  There 
are  two  plans  worthy  of  consideration,  the  one,  to  attack  and  carry 
Fort  McKee,  by  assault,  after  one  or  two  days  bombardment,  and  the 
other,  for  one  or  two  of  your  ships,  after  I  have  somewhat  silenced 
the  batteries  of  the  enemy,  to  run  in  under  cover  of  my  fire  and  then, 
by  a  combined  attack,  covered  by  the  fort  and  ships  on  the  left  flank  of 
the  enemy,  drive  him  from  his  position.  I  could  furnish  for  such  an 
attack,  provided  the  ships  succeeded  in  getting  safely  in,  say,  300  men, 
and,  with  those  you  could  furnish,  I  think  that  success  might  be  reason- 
ably  expected;  at  any  rate  we  could  take  and  hold  the  navy  yard  until 
reinforcements  could  be  sent  us,  and  the  possession  of  the  harbor 
would,  in  itself,  be  decisive  of  success.  I  make  these  crude  sugges¬ 
tions  merely  for  the  purpose  of  giving  you  a  general  idea  of  my 
views  on  the  subject.  Should  3-011  think  proper  to  join  me  in  the 
adventure,  we  can  arrange  the  details  at  a  personal  conference.  It  may 
not  be  improper  for  me  to  say  that  the  idea  of  entering  the  harbor 
under  the  protection  of  my  tire  was  suggested  to  me  bv7  Captain  Bailey, 
of  the  Colorado.  If  an  attack  is  made,  the  sooner  it  is  done  the  better. 
I  will  be  ready  at  all  times  at  an  hour’s  notice. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

Harvey  Brown, 

Colonel ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

[Enclosure  B.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens,  October'  9 , 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  rebels  crossed  over  to  this  island 
in  force  at  3  o'clock  this  morning,  from  1,200  to  1,500  men.  They 
landed  about  4  miles  from  the  fort,  marched  down,  attacked  and  par¬ 
tially  burned  the  camp  of  the  Sixth  Regiment  of  New  York  Volunteers. 

The  enemy,  after  a  severe  contest,  were  driven  back  by  the  regulars, 
assisted  by  a  small  portion  of  the  volunteers,  with  the  loss  of  1  officer 
and  some  15  privates  killed,  a  goodly  number  of  wounded  (the  exact 
number  1  have  not  ascertained),  and  about  40  prisoners,  including  5  or 
6  officers. 

My  loss  is  about  8  killed  and  as  many  wounded  and  prisoners,  includ¬ 
ing  among  the  latter  1  officer,  Major  Vogdes. 

I  shall,  of  course,  open,  my  batteries  on  the  enemy  so  soon  as  I  shall 
be  entirely,  ready,  and  it  is  desirable  to  have  your  cooperation,  if  pos¬ 
sible.  I  will  wait  for  it.  The  Colorado  or  some  other  steamship  should, 
at  an}  late,  be  sent  here  without  delaj7,  and  kept  here.  1  request  an 
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answer  by  Captain  Gray,  of  the  steamer  McClellan ,  whom  I  send  to 
you  with  this  dispatch. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Harvey  Brown.] 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean. 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Report  of  Flag -Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  commence - 
merit  of  the  erection  of  battery  at  Head  of  ilie  Passes,  Mississijopi 
River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  October  12,  1861. 
Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  a  report*  made  by  Lieutenant 
McFarland,  U.  S.  Engineer  Corps;  also  of  a  report  made  by  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Commanding  Winslow  to  Captain  Pope.  I  received  the  former 
on  the  3d  instant. 

On  the  following  day  I  took  passage  in  the  Water  Witch  for  the 
Head  of  the  Passes,  and  after  a  careful  examination  decided  to  erect 
a  battery,  the  difficulties  being  such  as,  in  my  opinion,  could  be  easily 
overcome.  The  work  was  immediately  commenced,  but  was  discon¬ 
tinued  for  reasons  stated  in  my  dispatch  No.  3  of  the  10th  instant. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Winslow  is  a  highly  energetic  and  intelli¬ 
gent  officer,  and  is  worthy  of  all  praise. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Cetter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  P  lag-  Officer  McKean,  U.  S. 
Navy,  reporting  the  shipment  of  blankets  from  England. 


Navy  Department,  October  12,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Department  has  information  of  the  shipment  from  Eng¬ 
land  to  Halifax,  [Nova  Scotia],  of  large  quantities  of  blankets,  etc., 
intended,  ns  is  supposed,  for  the  blockaded  poits  and  to  be  thiown 
into  them  by  some  organized  system  of  trade  which  should  be  watched 


and  detected. 

I  am,  respectfully, 


Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West,  P  la. 


*  See  p.  683. 
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Report  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of 
Commander  Aider,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  South,  Caro¬ 
lina, ,  regarding  the  capture  of  schooners  Ezilda  and  Joseph  II.  Toone. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  October  12,  1861. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Commander  James 
Alden  in  reference  to  the  capture  of  the  schooners  Ezilda  and  Joseph  II. 
Toone  by  the  steamer  South  Carolina ,  under  his  command. 

Also  lists  of  their  cargo  and  other  prize  goods  which  have  been 
placed  on  board  the  U.  S.  storeship  Nightingale  for  transportation 
to  New  York. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  YI .  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,!).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina, 

South  West  Pass,  October  J,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that  the  two  schooners  brought 
here  by  me  this  morning  were  captured  b}r  us.  The  first,  the  Ezilda, 
was  taken  on  the  30th  ultimo,  4  or  5  miles  from  land,  with  Timbalier 
light  bearing  W.  i  S.  about  13  miles. 

The  other,  the  Joseph  II.  Toone ,  we  caught  after  a  hard  chase  of  five 
hours.  When  first  discovered  she  was  standing  in,  and  we  had  at  the 
time  Fort  Livingston,  at  the  entrance  of  Barataria  Baj",  in  full  view, 
but  as  soon  as  she  discovered  us  she  immediately  tacked  and  stood  to 
the  southward  and  westward.  When  we  boarded  her,  at  9  o’clock  in 
the  evening,  we  were  about  midway  between  the  South  West  Pass  of 
the  Mississippi  River  and  Timbalier  light-house.  They  both  claim  to 
be  English  vessels.  The  first,  the  Ezilda ,  was  cleared  for  Matamoras 
by  Captain  T.  O.  Sullivan,  of  Cork,  Ireland,  and  the  log  is  signed  by 
him,  or  rather  his  name  is  appended  to  the  first  two  days’  remarks; 
but  it  appears  he  left  her  before  she  sailed,  and  when  captured  by  us 
was  commanded  by  an  ex-United  States  naval  officer,  William  Ander¬ 
son  Hicks,  of  Mississippi,  who  resigned  from  the  Naval  Academy  at 
Annapolis  in  March  last,  and  was  an  officer  on  board  the  Sumter  when 
she  left  the  Mississippi,  ft  appears  from  his  own  statement  that  he 
had  carried  into  Cienfuegos  several  prizes  taken  by  the  Sumter,  and 
when  we  took  him  was  on  his  way  home  via  Havana.  He  had  as  pas¬ 
senger  a  Mr.  Buddendorff,  a  merchant  of  New  Orleans,  who  I  have 
determined  to  let  go  on  his  parole.  The  crew  list  of  the  Ezilda  con¬ 
tains  not  one  Englishman,  and,  taken  in  connection  with  the  fact  that 
he  had  contrived  to  get  so  far  off  his  course,  over  400  miles,  against 
adverse  winds,  not  to  mention  the  cargo,  so  entirely  contraband  of 
war  (a  list  of  which  is  herewith  sent),  I  at  once  pronounced  him  a  prize 
to  the  U.  S.  Government;  and  as  the  vessel  was  not  in  a  safe  condition, 
having  broken  her  rudder,  I  immediately  transferred  her  cargo  to  this 
vessel,  where  it  now  is.  I  would  add,  too,  that  one  of  their  bills  of 
lading  sa}"s,  “  Shipped  (>1  bags  of  coffee  to  any  port  of  the  Confederate 
States  north  of  Brazos.” 
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In  regard  to  the  Joseph  II.  Toone ,  she  was,  when  we  first  saw  her,  evi¬ 
dently  trying  to  get  into  Barataria  Bay.  The  entrance  was  plainly  in 
sight,  with  a  whole  sail  leading  wind.  She  was  heading  right  in,  being 
about  10  miles  distant,  but  tacked  on  finding  we  could  cut  her  ofi.  She 
was  then,  it  appears,  only  five  days  out  from  Havana,  and  had  experi¬ 
enced  northerly  winds  a  great  part  of  the  time,  but  if  she  were  bound 
to  Tampico,  as  her  clearance  shows,  she  had  gotten  in  the  short  space 
of  five  days  just  450  miles  off  her  course,  which  is  precisely  the  distance 
run,  and  is  considered  a  very  quick  trip  from  Havana  to  Barataria  Bay. 
Her  captain  (Pennington)  is  from  New  Jersey,  while  her  crew,  judging 
from  appearances,  are  mostly  foreign  to  the  British  crown. 

An  abstract  which  I  send  you  of  her  cargo,  taken  from  the  bill  of 
lading  found  on  board,  being  mostly  arms  or  ammunition,  together 
with  other  articles  contraband  of  war,  were  so  convincing  I  immedi- 
atelv  made  her  a  prize  to  the  U.  S.  Government.  Her  passengers 
were:  William  H.  Aymar,  merchant,  of  New  Orleans;  hails  from  St. 
Andrew’s,  New  Brunswick,  and  is  owner  of  both  cargo  and  vessel; 
goes  to  New  York  as  a  prisoner  of  war  in  the  Nightingale.  Thomas 
Lewis,  late  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  and  lately  attached  to  the  U.  S.  Arsenal 
at  Washington;  has  an  English  passport  and  travels  under  the  name  of 
John  Martin;  goes  to  New  York  as  a  prisoner  of  war  in  the  Nightin¬ 
gale.  Dr.  D.  L.  Lefebre  is  a  Frenchman,  and  says  he  thought  he  was 
going  to  Tampico.  I  shall  let  him  go  on  parole.  . 

I  have  directed  Stephen  R.  Hudson,  master’s  mate,  to  proceed  in  the 
Nightingale  with  the  cargo  and  prisoners  of  the  Joseph  II.  Toone ,  and 
to  hold  himself  ready  to  testify  in  both  of  the  cases  above  referred  to. 
A  copv  of  his  instructions  I  enclose.  4  he  nearest  estimate  I  can  make 
of  the  arms,  not  knowing  the  exact  number  contained  in  a  box,  is  from 
4,000  to  5,000  stand. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Engagement  between  the  U.  S.  &  Massachusetts  and  the  Confederate 
steamer  Tlorida ,  m  Mississippi  Sounds  Octobei  19 ,  18b  1. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  reports. 

No  q  -l  U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  South  1  Vest  Pass  of  Mississippi  [  River\ ,  October  28,  1861.  _ 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  reports  received  from  Captain 
L.  M.  Powell,  commanding  U.  S.  frigate  Potomac,  and  Commandei 
Melancton  Smith,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts,  in  Mississippi 

y°You  will  perceive  by  the  description  of  the  shell  which  struck  the 
Massachusetts  that  the  enemy  are  supplied  with  rifled  cannon  of  very 

heCommander  Smith  has  displayed  great  activity  and  zeal  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  his  duties,  and  I  respectfully  request  that  he  may  be 
aDDointed  to  the  command  of  a  more  efficient  vessel. 

PIn  my  communication  bearing  date  September  28  I  recommended 
that  the  fort  on  Ship  Island  should  be  destroyed  unless  it  was  the 
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intention  of  the  Government  to  finish  and  garrison  it,  but  from  infor¬ 
mation  since  derived  from  Commander  Smith  and  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding-  Winslow,  I  am  now  satisfied  that  it  is  essential  to  hold  it, 
more  particularly  should  my  suggestion  in  reference  to  a  depot  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Department.  I  shall  therefore  strengthen 
the  fort  as  much  as  the  means  at  my  disposal  will  allow,  and  detail 
from  the  heavy  ships  a  sufficient  number  of  seamen  and  marines  to 
hold  it  until  1  can  receive  instructions  from  the  Department. 

The  occupation  of  the  fort,  however,  will  not  do  away  with  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  keeping  a  steam  force  in  the  sound,  for,  without  this,  the  rebels 
might  land  on  the  eastern  end  of  the  island  and  attack  the  fort  in  the 
rear.  Steamers  of  light  draft  could  prevent  this,  and  also  cut  off  the 
communication  between  New  Orleans  and  Mobile. 

An  increase  of  steam  force  in  the  sound  is  necessary  at  this  time.  I 
shall  therefore  order  the  Cuyler  there  immediately,  leaving  the  Rich¬ 
mond  to  blockade  Pass  a  l’Outre. 

It  is  evident,  from  the  report  of  Captain  Powell,  that  the  presence 
of  the  Potomac  is  useless  at  Ship  Island.  I  shall  therefore,  as  there 
appears  no  further  apprehension  of  the  spread  of  the  smallpox,  order 
her  off  Mobile. 

I  have  been  exceedingly  anxious  for  some  time  to  visit  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Sound,  and  my  presence  there  at  this  time  is  important.  I 
must  therefore,  if  possible,  make  some  arrangement  by  which  1  may 
be  enabled  to  do  so. 

I  will  here  state  that  there  is  good  anchorage  for  heavy  ships  under 
Chandeleur  Island,  upon  which  there  is  a  light-house,  which  has  been 
taken  in  charge  by  Commander  Smith  and  is  kept  in  operation. 

I  am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Mag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Wash  ington.  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Powell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  frigate  Potomac. 

U.  S.  Ship  Potomac, 

Ship  Island ,  October  22,  1861. 

Commodop.e:  1  have  to  acknowledge  yours  of  17th  instant  by  the 
Water  Witch,  with  the  Genin  in  tow. ' 

I  proceed  to  the  execution  of  your  orders  in  relation  to  the  guns,  etc., 
and  a  party  is  now  on  shore  clearing  up  the  premises  and  cleaning  the 
magazine. 

Since  you  wrote,  indeed,  two  days  after,  matters  of  grave  import 
touching  the  above  have  turned  up,  which  might  materially  influence 
your  policy,  as  they  have  our  relations  with  Ship  Island  and  the  adja¬ 
cent  islands.  The  enclosed  reports  of  Commander  M.  Smith  will  fully 
inform  you  as  to  their  character. 

rlhe  first  of  the  reported  gun  steamers  made  her  experimental  trial 
trip  on  the  Massachusetts ,  and,  if  she  be  a  sample  of  the  rest,  you  may 
perhaps  consider  that  Ship  Island  and  the  adjacent  waters  will  require 
a  force  of  a  special  kind  in  order  to  hold  them  to  our  use. 

The  shallow  water,  combined  with  the  prevailing  winds  from  sea- 
waid,  aided  by  the  flood  tide,  makes  a  sailing  ship  anchored  here 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


741 


stationary  of  necessity  for  a  period  of  several  days  at  a  time,  and  if 
this  time  be  chosen  by  the  enemy  to  attack  her  with  these  rifled  steam 
gunboats,  which  she  can  not  advance  upon,  nor  withdraw  from,  nor 
reach  with  her  ordnance,  I  need  not  tell  you  what  must  result. 

The  caliber  and  long  range  of  the  rifled  cannon  from  which  the  shell 
that  exploded  in  the  Massachusetts  was  tired,  established  the  ability,  of 
these  fast  steam  gunboats  to  keep  out  of  the  range  of  all  broadside 
guns,  and  enables  them  to  disregard  the  armament  or  magnitude  of 
all  ships  thus  armed,  or  indeed  any  number  of  them,  when  sheltered 
b}^  shoal  water. 

'  Hence.  I  think  and  esteem  it  my  duty  to  impart  my  thoughts  to  you, 
to  wit:  That  we  hold  our  position  here  is  partly  due  to  the  gallant 
little  steamer  Massachusetts  and  her  rifled  howitzer,  and  partly  to  the 
ignorance  of  the  enemy  whether  we  carried  this  effective  arm. 

“  The  Massachusetts  can  not  repeat— can  not  afford  to  repeat,  in  fact — 
her  performance.  One  shot  in  the  three  fired  from  this  heavy  rifled 
gun  of  the  enemy  tore  her,  in  its  transit,  all  to  pieces  in  the  large 
saloon;  three  shots  in  nine  would  suffice  to  destroy  her  utterly,  and  I 
could  render  no  assistance  unless  I  kept  her  under  the  shelter  of  my 
guns,  which  could  not  do  more  than  encourage  the  enemy. 

The  facts  will  be  sufficiently  suggestive  to  your  sound  judgment. 

I  send  two  acting  masters,  as  you  ordered  at  first.  One  of  them,  Mr. 
Wiggin,  is  well  acquainted  with  these  waters,  and,  at  the  instance  of 
Captain  Smith,  I  will  retain  until  I  hear  further  from  you. 

The  surgeon  discharged  our  varioloid  case  to-day.  lie  thinks  the 
acting  masters  may  safely  go. 

The  feeble  occupation  of  this  dilapidated  fort  under  the  circum¬ 
stances  named  above,  which,  if  known  to  you,  would  have  had  their 
just  influence  on  your  mind,  seems  to  me  to  be  injudicious  at  this 
time;  it  will  be  quite  enough  to  provoke  an  attack  in  force,  which  is 
at  hand  to  take  it,  fortify,  and  hold  it  to  our  great  detriment. 

Ship  Island  is  the  most  important  point  for  us  on  this  coast,  and 
designed  to  be  occupied,  it  should  not  be  without  the  means  of  holding 

it  against  any  force.  '  .... 

If  left  in  the  care  of  Smith,  as  heretofore,  it  will  not  attract  atten¬ 
tion.  Our  presence  here  with  several  other  vessels  has  evidently 
attracted  their  attention.  Movements  are  on  hand,  steamers  are  at 
this  moment  either  landing  or  taking  off  troops  from  we  can  not  tell 
which — Mississippi  City. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Powell, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  VV.  McKean, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Niagara. 


Report  of  Captain  Powell,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  the  commanding  officer  of 

the  TJ.  S.  S.  Massachusetts. 

U.  S.  Ship  Potomac, 

Ship  Island ,  October  HI,  1861. 

Commodore:  1  forward  herewith  report  of  Commander  Melancton 
Smith  of  an  engagement  with  a  steam  gun  vessel  of  the  enemy,  which 
I  witnessed,  and  which  was  conducted  with  great  spirit  and  gallantry 
by  the  commander. 
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Finding  him  drawn  into  shoal  water  under  the  north  shore,  and 
having  driven  off  his  opponent,  a  steamer  much  faster  than  his  own,  I 
hoisted  the  signal  of  recall,  almost  at  the  instant  that  Commander 
Smith  made  his  of  exhausted  fuzes  for  the  long  range. 

1  sawT  him  return  with  great  pleasure,  for  1  had  soon  discovered  that 
the  enemy  had  the  speed  as  well  as  the  range  of  rille  cannon  of  heavy 
caliber,  and  that  damage  to  his  engine  would  have  been  fatal  to  him, 
as  our  sailing  vessels  could  render  no  assistance. 

J  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Powell, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Vm.  W.  McKean, 

South  1 Vest  Pass ,  Mississippi  River. 


First  report  of  Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts. 


U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

At  Ship  Island ,  October  19,  1861. 

Sir:  In  reporting  the  particulars  of  the  engagement  to-day  between 
the  Massachusetts  and  a  rebel  steamer,  with  a  horizontal  engine,  in 
Mississippi  Sound,  I  most  seriously  regret  that  my  meager  supply 
of  ammunition  did  not  warrant  my  firing  more  rapidly,  as  a  chance 
shot  might  have  done  as  much  injury  as  one  aimed  with  precision, 
when  the  distance  was  so  great  as  to  render  the  greatest  elevation 
necessary.  At  no  time  was  the  enemy  less  than  a  mile  and  three- 
fourths  distant,  judging  from  the  flight  of  the  projectiles  and  the 
explosion  of  the  shells,  a  majority  of  which  fell  short  or  exploded 
before  reaching  my  target. 

I  am  of  the  opinion,  however,  that  some  of  the  shot  and  shell  took 
effect,  fiom  the  facts  that  the  heavy  gun  of  the  steamer  was  silenced 
after  its  third  discharge,  and  the  evident  anxiety  of  my  opponent  to 
icach  the  shoal  water,  which  he  accomplished  with  most  unbecoming 
speed. 


The  armament  of  the  steamer  is  judged  to  be  broadside  guns  and 
one  100-pounder  rifled  pivot;  the  latter  we  had  demonstrated  to  our 
satisfaction  by  the  messenger  itself.  It  entered  the  starboard  side 
abaft  the  engine,  5  feet  above  the  water  line,  cutting  entirely  throuo-h 
18  planks  of  the  main  deck,  carried  away  the  table,  sofas,  eight  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  iron  steam  pipe,  and  exploded  in  the  staterooms  on  the 
Port  side,  stripping  the  bulkheads  of  four  rooms,  and  setting  fire  to 
the  vessel.  A  fragment  of  the  shell  hit  a  timber,  breaking  all  the 
outside  planking  from  the  main  to  the  spar  deck,  a  distance  of  5*  feet. 

1  he  missile  that  did  the  damage  was  exploded  by  a  time  fuze  4  inches 
long,  the  shell  measuring  15  inches  in  length,  7  inches  in  diameter 
with  an  internal  cavity  of  5  inches.  Twelve  pieces  of  the  fragments 
have  been  collected  and  weigh  58  pounds. 

Ihe  engagement  was  continued  until  my  ammunition  was  exhausted 
A/a  “ac/msSdrawing  ld|‘  feet!  a"  We  Were  111  Atwater  and  the 
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It  affords  me  great  satisfaction  to  state  that  the  officers  and  crew  of 
this  vessel  did  their  whole  duty  fearlessly  and  with  becoming  zeal. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Commander ,  II.  8.  Navy. 

Captain  Levin  M.  Powell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac ,  Ship  Island. 


Second  report  of  Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding'  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts. 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

8 hip  Island ,  October  21.  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that  a  rebel  steamer,  with  a  hori¬ 
zontal  engine,  made  her  first  appearance  in  Mississippi  Sound  on  the 
morning  of  the  19th  instant,  and  after  steaming  up  within  6  miles  of 
the  Massachusetts  slowed  down  and  fired  a  lee  gun.  I  ordered  steam 
immediately,  and  after  obtaining  permission  from  Captain  Powell  to 
engage  her,  got  underway  with  a  full  head  of  steam  and  approached 
the  enemy  as  near  as  he  would  permit  me  to  do,  which  matter  he  con¬ 
trolled  entirely,  having  the  advantage  of  great  speed.  At  no  time  was 
the  enemy  less  than  If  miles  distant;  hence  the  greatest  elevation  of 
the  guns  became  necessary,  and  even  then  the  majority  of  the  shot  fell 
short  or  exploded  before  reaching  my  target.  1  am  of  the  opinion, 
however,  that  some  of  the  shot  and  shell  took  effect,  from  the  facts 
that  the  heavy  gun  was  silenced  alter  its  third  discharge  and  the  evi¬ 
dent  anxiety  of  my  opponent  to  reach  the  shoal  water,  which  lie 
accomplished  with  unbecoming  speed. 

The  steamer  is  supposed  to  be  the  Florida ,  cut  down  and  strength¬ 
ened  by  hog  frames,  and  her  armament  judged  to  be  0  broadside  guns 
and  1  68-pounder  rifled  pivot,  the  latter  we  had  demonstrated  to  our 
satisfaction  by  the  messenger  itself.  It  entered  the  starboard  side 
abaft  the  engine,  5  feet  above  the  water  line,  cutting  entirely  through 
18  planks  of  the  main  deck,  carried  away  the  table,  sofas,  eight  sections 
of  iron  steam  pipe,  and  exploded  in  the  stateroom  on  the  port  side, 
stripping  the  bulkheads  of  four  rooms,  and  setting  lire  to  the  vessel. 
A  fragment  of  the  shell  hit  a  timber,  breaking  all  the  outside  planking 
from  the  main  to  the  spar  deck,  a  distance  of  5%  feet.  The  missile 
that  did  the  damage  was  exploded  by  a  time  fuze,  4  inches  long  the 
shell  measuring  15  inches  in  length,  7  inches  in  diametei,  with  an 
internal  cavity  of  5  inches.  Twelve  pieces  of  the  fragments  have  been 
collected  and  weigh  58  pounds.  The  engagement  was  continued  until 
my  ammunition  was  exhausted  and  the  enemy  out  of  1  an  go  of  m\ 
(runs  making  the  best  of  his  way  toward  Pass  Christian,  in  shoal 
water,  which  rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  pursue  him  farther,  as 
wo  were  in  17  feet  water  and  the  Massachusetts  drawing  14£  feet. 

Seventy-six  projectiles  and  455  pounds  powder  were  expended,  and 
I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  during  the  engagement  no  one  was 
hurt  It  affords  me  great  satisfaction  to  state  that  the  officers  and 
crew  of  this  vessel  did  their  whole  duty  fearlessly  and  with  becoming 
zeal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Commander ,  II.  8.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean,  „  ,  ,r  . 

Commanding  IT.  8.  Blockading  Squadron ,  Gulf  oj  Mexi&u 
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Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts,  Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 


October  19,  1861. — At  10:40  a.  m.  saw  a  steamer  8  miles  distant, 
having  two  masts.  At  11:45  she  tired  a  lee  gun  and  slowed  down. 
The  rebel  steamer  then  tired  a  shot  that  fell  short  one-eighth  of  a 
mile.  Hove  up  and  stood  for  the  steamer.  She  commenced  to  tire 
and  we  answered  with  68  and  32  pounders.  At  12:30  p.  m.  received 
a  68-pound  rifle  shell;  came  in  on  our  starboard  quarter,  5  feet  above 
water  line  and  20  feet  abaft  mainmast,  exploding  in  wardroom  and 
completely  gutting  several  staterooms.  At  1  came  in  shoal  water  and 
could  not  follow  the  steamer  any  farther,  and  having  effectually 
silenced  her  guns,  bore  away  for  anchorage. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Hays,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Confederate  Steamer  Florida. 

[From  Richmond  Dispatch,  October  29, 1861.] 

The  New  Orleans  Picayune  of  the  22d  has  been  courteously  permit¬ 
ted  to  copy  the  following  interesting  report: 

C.  S.  S.  Florida, 

Lake  Pontchartrain ,  October  20,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  of  the  return  of  this  steamer  to 
the  anchorage  off  this  place.  We  left  here  on  Monday  last  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  as  far  as  Pearl  River  for  the  purpose  of  wooding  and  tilling  up 
our  water.  In  weighing  our  anchor  the  following  morning,  we  dis¬ 
covered  that  we  had  fouled  a  telegraph  wire  that  spans  the  river. 
Before  we  could  extricate  it,  the  posts  which  secure  it  in  the  marsh 
were  drawn  from  their  places.  Every  effort  was  made  to  get  it  on 
shore  and  replace  it,  but  our  efforts  were  fruitless,  as  it  was  deeply 
imbedded  in  the  mud  and  covered  over  with  drift  logs.  The  only 
alternative  left  was  to  drag  it  out  with  the  machinery,  which  we  accom¬ 
plished,  and  succeeded  in  landing  it  on  the  wharf  at  the  mouth  of 
Pearl  River.  This  large  wire  1  had  immediately  replaced  by  a  smaller 
one,  which  I  trust  will  temporarily  answer  to  keep  up  the  communi¬ 
cation. 

From  Pearl  River  we  stood  to  the  eastward  in  company  with  a 
steamer  which  I  saw  proper  to  convoy  past  the  enemy’s  fleet.  It  was 
my  intention  to  enter  immediately,  but  on  the  eve  of  dropping  the 
anchor  the  vessel  took  the  bottom  and  remained  immovably  fixed  for 
thirty-six  hours,  notwithstanding  every  exertion  to  get  her  off.  It 
blew  quite  fresh  on  Friday,  and  the  steamer  laid  so  uncomfortably 
that  I  was  at  one  time  apprehensive  that  we  would  be  compelled  to 
lighten  her  to  get  her  off.  She  has  sustained  no  injury  that  I  can  dis¬ 
cover,  except  some  derangement  in  her  steam  chimney,  which  can  be 
repaired  in  a  short  time. 

My  principal  object  in  leaving  here  was  that  I  could  get  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  drill  and  exercise  my  crew,  but  the  several  mishaps  that  we 
have  met  with  have,  in  a  measure,  defeated  this  object,  and  my  men 
are  now  almost  as  inexperienced  as  they  were  when  we  left. 

After  getting  the  steamer  afloat  we  proceeded  as  far  as  Horn  Island 
Pass.  1  went  sufficiently  far  into  the  Gulf  to  satisfy  myself  that  the 
enemy  had  no  blockading  vessel  at  this  pass,  nor  have  they  erected 
batteries  anywhere  in  that  neighborhood. 
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From  Horn  Island  we  steamed  to  the  westward,  and  at  9  o’clock 
discovered  four  of  the  enemy’s  vessels  at  anchor  under  the  batteries 
at  Ship  Island.  I  directed  the  Florida  to  be  steamed  within  gunshot 
of  them,  as  I  thought  it  a  good  opportunity  to  try  the  efficiency  of 
our  guns.  At  11.30  we  opened  on  the  fleet  with  the  rifled  guns  with 
encouraging  efl'ect.  We  had  fired  but  three  shots  when  1  discovered 
that  one  of  tlieir  steamers  was  underway.  She  commenced  returning 
our  tire  with  great  vigor,  but  their  shell  burst  harmlessly,  some  half 
mile  from  us.  I  soon  discovered  that  the  steamer  was  our  equal,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  speed.  She  soon  got  a  favorable  position  on  our  port 
quarter  and  so  rapid  and  earnest  was  her  tire  kept  up  that  I  was  for 
some  time  apprehensive  that  she  would  cripple  us. 

Our  fire  was  kept  up  as  fast  as  our  poorly  equipped  battery  would 
permit,  and  was  well  directed,  but  I  fear  most  of  our  shell  burst  long 
before  they  reached  the  enemy.  Our  only  reliable  gun  (the  rifle) 
broke  down  at  the  fourth  fire.  We  were  now  reduced  to  one  gun, 
which  we  continued  firing  as  rapidly  as  we  could.  The  firing  was  kept 
up  on  both  sides  for  over  an  hour,  when  the  enemy’s  ship  ceased  firing 
and  returned  to  her  consorts  under  the  battery  at  Ship  Island. 

Unless  the  enemy  got  into  shoal  water,  I  can  not  account  for  her 
hauling  off,  as  she  had  us  completely  under  her  guns.  She  threw  at 
least  twenty  rified  shot  over  us,  and  many  of  her  shell  burst  in  close 
proximity  to  us;  but  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  we  passed 
through  it  all  without  injury  to  the  vessel  or  crew.  Whether  the 
enemy  was  injured  or  not,  I  am  unable  to  say.  She  steamed  to  her 
consorts  with  the  same  alacrity  with  which  she  came  out.  Her  flag 
was  down  during  most  of  the  fight,  and  whether  we  shot  it  down  or 
she  hauled  it  down  as  a  ruse  I  can  not  say. 

I  regret  that  the  poorly  equipped  condition  of  our  battery  would 
not  permit  me  to  follow  up  this  little  affair  to  a  decisive  end;  but 
under  the  circumstances  I  thought  it  prudent  to  stand  on  our  course 
and  act  on  the  defensive.  I  trust,  however,  that  in  as  short  a  time  as 
practicable  we  will  be  furnished  with  the  necessary  apparatus  for  our 
guns  and  be  able  to  give  them  another  trial. 

I  take  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Florida  throughout  this  little  affair  behaved  in  a  manner  worthy  of 
the  highest  praise. 

The  steamer  that  engaged  us  is  supposed  to  be  the  Ouyler.  She  is 
about  1,200  tons,  very  fast,  and  carries  an  armament  of  about  ten 
guns,  one  of  which  at  least  is  of  great  range. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  W.  Hays, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Commodore  Geo.  N.  Hollins, 

Commanding  Ncwal  Station ,  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  McKean ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  forwarding  information  regarding  communication  carried  on 
by  vessels  ply  ing  between  Havana  and'  New  Orleans. 


Navy  Department,  October  21, 1861. 

Sir:  By  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  this  Department 
by  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  you  will  see  that  the  mode  of 
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communication  between  the  insurgents  is  by  running  the  blockade 
between  Havana  and  New  Orleans.  The  Department  calls  your  par¬ 
ticular  attention  to  this  matter,  that  it  may  in  future  be  prevented, 
provided  it  exists. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  G ulf  Blockading  Squadron . 


[Enclosure.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  18,  1861. 

Sir:  From  intercepted  letters  of  a  recent  date  received  at  this 
Department,  and  which  were  written  by  leading  persons  among  the 
insurrectionists,  it  seems  that  their  chief  mode  of  communication  at  the 
present  time  is  by  means  of  vessels  plying  between  Havana  and  New 
Orleans,  running  the  blockade  at  the  last-named  port. 

I  call  your  attention  to  the  matter,  in  order  that  you  may  take  such 
action  as  you  may  deem  proper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  trans¬ 
mitting  consular  information  regarding  infernal  machine  to  be 
employed  against  the  blockading  fleet. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  21,  1861. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch,  No.  17,  received  from 
the  U.  S.  consul  at  Hamburg,  together  with  the  enclosure  (original) 
accompanying  it,  relating  to  an  “infernal  machine”  to  be  used,  as  it 
is  alleged,  against  the  vessels  of  our  blockading  squadron. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Hamburg,  September  11,  1861. 

Sir:  Some  days  ago  a  gentleman  from  Mobile,  who  has  been  here 
tor  some  months,  who  is  a  friend  of  the  Union  and  has  suffered  much 
i  rom  secessionists,  produced  a  letter  from  a  secession  friend  (who  would 
like  to  be  a  Union  man)  at  New  Orleans,  and  desired  me  to  copy  por¬ 
tions  of  it  describing  an  “  infernal  machine  '  in  process  of  construction 
at  New  Orleans,  to  be  used  as  a  vessel  of  war  against  our  blockading 
squadron  at  that  port.  To  satisfy  his  ardent  patriotism  I  had  my  clerk 
c°Py  portions  of  his  letter  and  translate  them,  which  original  copy  and 
translation  are  herewith  enclosed. 
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Be  kind  enough  to  place  them  in  the  hands  of  some  member  of  the 
War  Department,  that  the  information  embodied  in  them  may  be  made 
use  of  if  it  is  of  an}’  account.  The  letter  from  which  this  extract  was 
taken  is  dated  New  Orleans,  July  28,  1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  H.  Anderson, 

U.  S.  Consul. 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Subenclosure. — Translation.] 

The  “Turtle”  is  a  vessel  of  terrible  engine  power  and  construction. 
She  has  a  bow  9  feet  long,  of  oak  planks,  secured  all  around  by  tim¬ 
bers  of  6  feet  thickness;  also  covered  in  the  same  manner  and  perfectly 
tight  and  solid,  besides  being  covered  with  iron  plates  of  2-inch  thick¬ 
ness.  The  hull  projects  only  2£  feet  over  the  level  of  the  sea.  She  is 
destined  to  run  into  the  Brooklyn,  which  lies  down  on  the  Balize,  and 
to  sink  her.  She  is  provided  with  a  steam  borer,  or  auger,  about  the 
size  of  a  man’s  arm  above  the  elbow,  which,  in  a  moment,  bores  a  hole 
into  the  vessel.  Twenty-five  hose  are  kept  to  throw  boiling  water  over 
the  Brooklyn  to  keep  all  her  hands  from  defending  her.  She  is  really 
a  hellish  engine,  and  is  of  about  this  form. 


Already  several  trials  have  been  made  with  her,  which  have  given 
complete  satisfaction.  Cannon  balls  of  the  size  of  a  human  head 
rebounded  when  fired  upon  her,  producing  no  injurious  effect.  In 
fact,  it  is  very  difficult  to  hit  her,  she  being  very  fast,  and  round,  and 
so  small  a  portion  of  her  being  above  water.  She  is  thoroughly  pro 
tectecl  by  her  iron  coat. 


Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flay-  Officer  McKean,  U.  S. 
Navy,  reporting  the  departure  from  Antwerp  of  the  Belgian  bark 
Clara. 

Navy  Department,  October  <2<2,  1861. 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  consul  at  Antwerp,  in  a  communication  to  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  1st  instant,  states  that  the 
Belgian  bark  Clara  had  recently  sailed  from  that  port  for  Vera  Cruz, 
with  arms  destined  for  Texan  rebels. 

I  am,  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  G  ulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  transfer  of 
the  command  of  the  TJ.  8.  8.  Richmond. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  South  West  Pass  of  Mississippi  \  River],  October  1861. 

Sir:  Captain  Pope  having  applied  to  be  relieved  from  the  command 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond ,  and  transmitted  to  me  a  report  in  regard 
to  his  health  from  Surgeon  Henderson,  of  that  ship,  I  have  detached 
him  from  the  command  and  granted  him  permission  to  return  North 
in  the  United  States  supply  steamer,  with  orders  to  report  to  you  by 
letter  immediately  on  his  arrival. 

I  have  ordered  Captain  Ellison  to  the  command  of  the  Richmond , 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Winslow  to  the  Cuyler ,  and  shall  order  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Hughes,  now  on  board  of  the  Mississippi ,  to  the  Water  Witch. 

I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  Captain  Pope’s  application,*  also  a 
copy  of  the  report*  made  by  Surgeon  Henderson. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Reports  of  Captain  Eagle ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  Santee , 
regarding  the  seizure  of  the  brig  Delta ,  October  %7 ,  1861. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 

Off  Galveston  Bar ,  Tex. ,  October  87,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  this  day  seized  the  American-built  hermaphrodite  brig 
Delta,  sailing  under  English  colors.  She  was  formerly  named  the 
William  M.  Rice ,  and  was  built  at  Brewer,  Me.;  she  is  loaded  with 
salt  and  is  said  to  have  sailed  from  Liverpool,  England,  on  the  4tli 
of  September  last,  bound  to  Matamoras,  Mexico.  She  appeared  off 
this  port  this  day,  evidently  with  the  intention  of  running  into  Gal¬ 
veston. 

I  herewith  enclose  all  the  papers  relating  to  the  vessel  delivered  to 
me  by  Henry  Frederick  Williams,  the  master;  also  his  certificate  in 
relation  to  the  same. 

The  following  are  my  reasons  for  her  seizure: 

Her  register  has  no  seal  attached  to  it  and  1  believe  it  is  not  in  legal 
form. 

The  vessel  has  no  clearance  whatever  from  the  port  of  Liverpool  or 
any  other  port. 

Her  manifest  has  no  certificate  or  seal  attached  to  it.  She  has  no 
dock  certificate  to  prove  that  she  paid  her  dues,  showing  that  she 
could  not  have  had  any  clearance,  as  it  is  necessary  to  have  that  docu¬ 
ment  before  a  clearance  can  be  obtained.  The  statement  of  the 
supercargo,  Sylvanus  Taylor,  showed  that  the  cargo  was  owned  by 
C.  W.  Adams,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  who  is  a  partner  of  Jordon,  who  is 
now  in  Galveston.  I  believe  that  the  supercargo  will  prove  a  very 
important  witness,  as  ho  has  stated  that  the  Delta  left  the  port  of 
Galveston  some  time  last  June  under  English  colors,  having  in  my 
opinon,  been  falsely  transferred. 

*  Not  necessary  to  publish. 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


749 


It  is  m}"  impression  that  the  brig-  sailed  from  Galveston  under  Eng¬ 
lish  colors;  that  she  entered  the  port  of  Liverpool  under  the  American 
flag  and  cleared  again  from  there  as  an  American  vessel. 

I  think  the  papers  belonging  to  the  vessel,  and  which  1  send  you, 
were  made  out  after  she  sailed  from  Liverpool. 

The  captain  states  that  he  has  received  verbal  orders  to  give  up  the 
command  of  the  vessel  to  Sylvanus  Taylor,  the  supercargo,  after  he 
should  get  round  Cape  San  Antonio,  Cuba,  and  that,  after  passing 
the  cape,  the  supercargo  directed  him  to  shape  his  course  for  Galves¬ 
ton,  Tex. 

I  send  Acting  Master  Frederick  Rodgers  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
Hartley  H.  Sewall  as  prize  masters. 

The  papers,  with  two  log  books,  were  sealed  up  in  the  presence  of 
the  prize  masters. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Eagle, 

Captain. 

Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  Southern  District  of  New  York. 


U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 

Off  Galveston  Bar ,  Tex. ,  November  1 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  inform  you  that  by  the  schooner  Anna  Taylor , 
which  left  here  for  South  West  Pass  October  29,  I  forwarded  a  com¬ 
munication  in  relation  to  the  seizure  of  the  American-built  hermaphro¬ 
dite  brig  William  AT.  Rice ,  now  called  the  Delta ,  and  sailing  under 
English  colors.  The  brig  sailed  that  day  for  New  York.  At  about  2 
p.  m.  the  same  day  a  steamer  was  standing  out  of  the  harbor  with  a 
schooner  in  tow.'  The  steamer  had  small  white  flag  up,  and  was 
steaming  with  considerable  speed.  There  was  no  white  flag  at  the  fort, 
as  has  heretofore  been  the  custom  when  they  wished  to  communicate 
by  a  flag  of  truce.  The  brig  Delta  and  schooner  Anna  Taylor  were 
both  in  sight,  becalmed.  I  wTas  under  the  impression  that  the  steamer 
intended  towing  the  schooner  out  to  windward  to  make  an  attempt  to 
capture  these  vessels.  I  fired  eleven  shot  at  her,  which  fell  short, 
when  she  stopped.  I  then  sent  a  boat  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  commu¬ 
nicate  with  her.  The  schooner  carried  a  white  flag  not  much  larger 
than  a  pocket  handkerchief.  She  appeared  to  have  a  gun  on  board  of 
her.  Our  boat  returned  with  a  letter  from  the  British  consul,  a  copy 
of  which  1  enclose,  with  my  reply  to  it.  The  latter  has  not  yet  been 
forwarded,  as  I  wish  the  brig  to  get  a  good  offing  before  the  consul 
receives  any  information  in  regard  to  her.  1  also  enclose  a  copy  of 
rny  letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the 
seizure  of  the  brig  Delta.  The  supercargo,  mate,  boatswain,  and  four 
of  the  crew  of  the  brig  will  go  to  New  York  in  the  steamer  to  give  in 

their  testimony.  ,  ,. 

I  have  ordered  eight  ordinary  seamen  to  be  transferred  from  the 
steamer  Rhode  Island  to  this  ship  to  fill  the  places  oi  the  men  sent 
away  in  the  prize  brig  Delta. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Eagle, 

Cay  tain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 

Off  Galveston ,  Tex. ,  October  39,  1801. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  the  28th,  requesting  to  be  informed,  if  consistent  with  my 
official  duties,  of  the  name  of  the  vessel  detained  by  me  off  the  entrance 
of  this  port,  and  under  what  circumstances  she  was  detained. 

The  vessel  alluded  to  is  the  American -built  hermaphrodite  brig 
William  M.  Rice,  now  called  the  Delta ,  and  sailing  under  English 
colors,  loaded  with  salt.  Her  papers  are,  in  my  opinion,  illegal. 
Consequently  1  have  placed  a  prize  crew  on  board  of  her  and  ordered 
her  to  New  York  for  adjudication. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Eagle, 

Captain. 

Arthur  T.  Lynn,  Esq., 

II.  B.  M.  Consul ,  Galveston, ,  Tex. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  re¬ 
garding  tl\e  impaired  condition  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan  on  arrival 

off  South  West  Pass,  Mississippi  River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  South  West  Pass  of  Mississippi  \River\ ,  October  38,  1861. 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan  arrived  here  on  the  25th  instant  in  a 
leaky  and  thoroughly  worn-out  condition,  as  shown  by  the  report  of 
Commander  Porter  (a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  transmit)  and  also  by 
his  verbal  statements  to  me. 

Deeming  it  necessary  for  the  safety  of  all  on  board  that  she  should 
proceed  to  the  north  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  stormy 
season,  I  have  ordered  her  to  New  York  for  repairs. 

I  send  by  her  the  captain,  passengers,  and  crew  of  the  schooner 
J.  II  Toone  and  the  crew  of  the  schooner  Barnard  (a  list  of  whom  I 
herewith  enclose),  captured  by  Commander  Alden,  of  the  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  with  instructions  to  Commander  Porter  to  place  them  in  the 
hands  of  the  U.  S.  marshal. 

All  papers  relating  to  the  vessels  in  which  they  were  captured  are 
in  the  hands  of  the  officers  sent  by  Commander  Alden  in  charge  of  the 
prize  goods  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Nightingale. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AVm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 

Pensacola,  October  35,  1861. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  report  to  you  the  condition  of  this  ship;  you  will 
judge  whether  she  is  fit  for  active  service  or  able  to  encounter  the  bad 
weather  of  the  approaching  winter. 

Before  leaving  the  United  States  her  boilers  were  considered  unfit 
for  use;  they  have  been  patched  and  repatched  since  that  time  until  it 
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is  scarcely  possible  to  patch  them  any  more;  they  may  give  out  at  any 
moment. 

She  has  been  under  steam  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  daj7s  since  I 
have  commanded  her,  and  since  the  14th  of  August  she  has  run  over 
10,000  miles  under  as  much  steam  as  she  would  bear,  which  is  5  pounds. 

She  is  rotten  throughout;  the  spirketing  is  so  much  decayed  that 
none  of  the  bolts  in  it  will  bear  any  strain.  Her  standing  rigging  is 
all  rotten  and  parts  with  the  slightest  provocation.  _  1  had  her  bottom 
examined  [at]  Curasao  and  25  feet  of  her  false  keel  is  knocked  oft,  part 
of  her  forefoot  is  gone,  500  sheets  of  copper  are  oft  the  bottom,  and 
what  is  left  is  loose.  The  bottom  is  covered  with  barnacles  where  the 
wood  is  exposed,  which  is  the  only  thing  that  keeps  the  oakum  from 
washing  out. 

Her  planking  won't  bear  calking,  and  above  the  water  you  can  run 
a  knife  through  the  seams.  She  leaks  badly;  sometimes  the  water  gets 
above  the  tire-room  floor,  and  in  port  it  takes  five  hours  with  the 
donkey  pumps  to  pump  her  out;  the  hand  pumps  can’t  keep  her  free. 

In  fact,  it  is  a  case  of  complete  wear  out,  and  it  is  astonishing  that  the 
ship  has  kept  afloat  during  the  service  she  has  performed.  The  most 
we  can  get  out  of  her  is  8  knots;  when  in  order  she  has  gone  14;  but 
for  her  condition  above  mentioned  there  would  be  no  more  efficient 

ship  afloat.  ,  ,  , 

Though  it  may  deprive  me  of  a  fine  command,  1  deem  it  my  duty  to 
state  the  true  condition  of  the  vessel,  that  she  may  not  be  risked  with 
the  lives  of  all  on  board. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  Flag-Officer  McKean ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  regarding  the  base  of  coal  supply. 

Navy  Department,  October  29,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo  has  been  received,  in  which  you 
ask  if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  that  the  Government  coal 
ships  shall  return  north  for  a  supply,  or  if  it  is  to  be  drawn  from  Key 

The  coal  vessels  are  to  be  supplied  from  Key  W  est.  1  his  tact  was 
communicated  to  Flag-Officer  Mervine  in  the  Department  s  letter  of 
Julv  8, 1861,  a  copy  of  which  it  is  inferred  was  furnished  to  you  by  that 

officer. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

’  1  Gideon  Welles, 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West,  P  la. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general  matters 

pertaining  to  his  command. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  South  West  Pass ,  Mississippi  [River],  November  1,  1861. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  28th  ultimo  by  the  U.  S.  S. 
Powhatan ,  since  which  time  nothing-  of  importance  has  occurred. 

The  Rhode  Island,  arrived  on  the  30th  ultimo,  and  1  am  in  receipt  of 
your  several  communications  by  her,  containing  information  in  regard 
to  vessels  expected  ivith  munitions  for  the  rebels,  enclosing  orders  for 
Lieutenant  Iiussell,  Paymasters  Warrington  and  Gilman,  and  Acting 
Assistant  Paymaster  Gould,  and  a  communication  in  reference  to  the 
destruction  of  the  privateer  Judah,  at  Pensacola,  and  informing  me  that 
the  barks  Ethan  Allen  and  Kingfisher  had  sailed  to  join  this  squadron, 
etc.;  also  of  several  packages  of  Naval  Registers  for  distribution. 

Having  given  up  all  expectation  cf  the  return  of  the  Pmvhatan ,  I 
had  ordered  Paymaster  Dunn  to  the  steamer  Smith  Carolina  in  place 
of  Assistant  Paymaster  Gould,  condemned  by  medical  survey.  I  have 
therefore  ordered  Assistant  Paymaster  Topi  iff,  who  reported  for  duty 
on  board  the  South  Carolina,  to  the  steamer  Mohawk. 

The  number  of  seamen  sent  by  the  Rhode  Island,  will  be  more  than 
sufficient  to  till  all  vacancies;  no  more  will  be  required  for  some  time. 

1  feel  much  disappointed  and  disheartened  to  find  that  the  only 
increase  of  force  on  the  way  for  this  squadron  is  two  sailing  vessels. 
There  is  not,  as  I  stated  in  a  former  communication,  a  single  point  that 
is  sufficiently  guarded,  and  in  a  short  time  it  will  be  necessary  to  with¬ 
draw  the  steamers  South.  Carolina  and  Massachusetts  for  repairs.  They 
have  been  constantly  under  steam  for  five  months  and  can  not  run 
much  longer;  even  now  their  speed  is  diminished  at  least  one-fourth. 
The  South'  Carolina  was  yesterday  compelled  to  leave  her  station  and 
come  to  this  place  in  order  to  receive  assistance  from  this  ship  to  repair 
several  cracks  in  her  boiler,  and  the  only  vessel  I  could  send  to  occupy 
her  position  during  her  absence  was  a  small  prize  schooner  armed  with 
a  24-pounder  howitzer. 

I  am  now  fully  satisfied  that  it  will  not  be  possible  to  coal  vessels 
along  this  coast  in  the  winter  season.  For  the  past  three  weeks  we 
have  had,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few  days,  strong  breezes,  which 
have  caused  so  much  sea  that  it  has  been  impossible  to  haul  a  coal  ship 
alongside,  and  there  have  been  but  few  days  that  we  could  coal  with 
boats.  Yesterday  it  commenced  blowing  very  fresh  while  our  boats 
were  thus  employed,  and  four  of  them  were  unable  to  regain  the  ship; 
I  was  therefore  compelled  to  get  underway  and  run  down  for  them.  1 
mention  these  facts  in  order  to  show  the  necessity  for  a  depot  and  for 
relief  steamers  to  enable  the  vessels  to  proceed  there  to  take  in  coal. 

It  is  said  that  many  small  vessels,  chiefly  under  the  English  flag,  are 
being  freighted  at  Havana  and  other  points  for  Matamoras.  I  beg 
instructions  from  the  Department  in  regard  to  such  if  discovered  with 
arms  or  munitions  on  board.  Should  their  papers  be  correct,  and  the 
vessels  not  out  of  the  proper  track,  it  would  be,  it  appears  to  me,  an 
infringement  of  the  right  of  neutrals  to  interfere  with  them,  vet  I 
have  no  doubt  that  upon  entering  the  Rio  Grande  their  cargoes  will 
be  landed  upon  the  Texan  side. 

.  Vessels  of  greater  draft  than  fi  feet  can  not  cross  the  bar  of  that 
ri\er;  to  blockade  the  lexas  side  within  the  river  would  therefore 
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require  small  steamers.  At  present  there  is  no  blockade  of  the  coast 
west  of  Galveston. 

The  French  war  steamer  Lavoisier  again  appeared  off  this  place  on 
the  24th  ultimo.  Her  commander  (Captain  Ribourt)  visited  me,  and 
stated  that  he  was  in  pursuit  of  a  French  schooner  which  he  was 
informed  had  loaded  at  Havana  for  the  purpose  of  running  the 
blockade. 

I  am,  .sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  AV.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  AAYlles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Extract  of  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  L  lag-  Officer 
McKean,  U  S.  Navy ,  regarding  vessels  for  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  November  2,  1861. 
Sir:  *  *  *  The  Department  has  given  instructions  for  the  fol¬ 

lowing  vessels  to  proceed  to  the  Gulf  and  report  to  you  for  duty: 
Steamer  Ilcctteras,  Commander  Emmons;  New  London,  Lieutenant  A. 
Read;  steamer  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Commander  Ridgely,  and  bark 
Midnight,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  James  Tratken. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  A\telles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  AV.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Ley  1  Vest,  Fla. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy_  to  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S. 

Navy,  to  retain  ■possession  of  Ship  Island. 

Navy  Department,  November  2,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  several  dispatches  have  been  acknowledged.  The  Depart¬ 
ment  awaits  with  much  anxiety  an  investigation  of  the  conduct  of  Com¬ 
mander  Rope  and  those  under  his  command  during  the  late,  attack  in 
the  Mississippi  River.  General  Butler,  with  2,500  men,  will  sail  for 
Ship  Island  about  the  20th  November.  You  will  therefore  hold  pos¬ 
session  of  that  island,  and,  if  practicable,  move  up  the  IX-mch  guns 
from  Tortugas.  The  Be  Soto,  Commander  Walker,  will  go  direct  to 
vou  with  rifled  guns  and  ordnance  stores.  The  steamer  New  London 
has  also  been  ordered,  and  every  exertion  will  be  made  to  add  light- 
draft  vessels  to  your  force. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  \>  elles. 

Flag-Officer  AV.  AV.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron . 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flay- Officer  McILean ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  regarding  additional  vessels  for  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  November  f  1861. 

Sir:  The  store, ship  Supply ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Colvocoresses, 
will  sail  from  New  York  for  Key  West  in  a  few  days  with  stores  for 
the  Gulf  Squadron,  and  you  will  please  send  instructions  to  her  at 
Key  West  as  to  the  disposition  of  her  cargo. 

The  steamship  De  Soto ,  Commander  William  M.  Walker,  will  also 
sail  from  New  York  about  the  12th  instant  to  join  your  command; 
also  the  schooner  Rachel  Seaman ,  from  Philadelphia. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Calf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  McKean ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy ,  regarding  orders  issued  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the , 
U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Navy  Department,  November  f  1861. 
Sir:  Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  instructions*  to  Commander  D.  B. 
Ridgely,  directing  him  to  proceed  with  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  to 
Havana,  etc.  He  will  not  at  present  join  your  squadron,  but  will  be 
detained  on  the  specific  service  set  forth  in  the  instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  G  ulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


Report  of  Captain  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  .Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Colo¬ 
rado,  regarding  the  necessity  for  an  increased  number  of  officers  for 
that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  November  6,  1861. 
Sir:  An  imperative  sense  of  duty  compels  me  to  bring  to  your 
notice  the  crippled  efficiency  of  this  fine  ship,  occasioned  bj^  the  loss 
of  so  many  of  her  officers. 

fi  ive  lieutenants  and  four  midshipmen  have  been  ordered  home  and 
their  places  supplied  by  two  acting  masters.  There  are  but  two  lieu¬ 
tenants  on  board,  both  recently  promoted  to  that  grade.  Of  the  five 
acting  masters,  none  (with  the  exception  of  Midshipman  T.  Steece 
from  the  Naval  Academy)  are  acquainted  with  the  duties  and  discipline 
of  a  man-of-war.  But  one  midshipman  now  remains  of  this  grade; 
the  ship’s  complement  is  eight. 

For  future  active  operations  against  the  enemy,  and  to  encounter 
the  winter  storms  so  frequent  on  this  coast,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
phip  should  have  able  and  competent  officers.  May  I  ask  of  the 
Department  to  detail  Lieutenant  Watson  Smith,  of  the  Powhatan ,  as 

*See  Series  I,  Yol.  1,  p.  127. 
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first  lieutenant  of  the  Colorado /  also  Lieutenant  George  Dewey,  now 
on  board  the  steamer  Mississippi,  for  duty  on  board  this  ship. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  inclose  a  report*  made  by  Acting-Master  James  Taylor  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Selden  whilst  on  detached  service 
with  men  in  charge. 

The  commander  in  chief  and  the  vessels  in  his  squadron  are  neces¬ 
sarily  at  different  and  distant  points  from  this  anchorage.  I  here  being 
no  vessel  at  our  disposal  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  him, 
no  matter  how  important  the  occasion,  therefore  I  now  make  the 
communication  directly  to  the  Department,  availing  of  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  by  the  steamer  Rhode  Island. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Bailey, 

Captain ,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Colorado. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Capture  of  the  privateer  schooner  Royal  Jacht,  off  Galveston ,  Novem- 
1  *  lev  7-8 ,  1861. 

Report  of  Captain  Eagle,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  II.  S.  frigate  Santee. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 

Off  Galveston  Bar ,  Tex.,  November  12,  1861. 
Sir-  I  respectfully  inform  you  that  on  the  night  of  the  7th  instant 
an  expedition  left  this  ship,  composed  of  the  first  and  second  launches, 
armed  with  howitzers,  under  command  of  Lieutenants  James  E.  Jouett 
and  John  G.  Mitchell,  with  Mr.  William  Carter,  gunner,  and  Acting- 
Masters  Mate  Charles  W.  Adams,  which  1  am  happy  to  inform  you 
resulted  in  the  total  destruction  by  fire  of  the  schooner  Royal  Yacht, 
captured  after  a  desperate  encounter.  She  was  a  large  schooner,  with 
accommodations  for  about  25  persons.  She  carried  a  32-pounder  gun 
on  a  circle  and  was  handsomely  fitted  up.  She  appeared  nightly  off 
the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  and  I  was  apprehensive  that  she  was  fitted 
out  as  a  privateer,  and  was  awaiting  a  favorable  opportunity  to  escape. 
Thirteen  prisoners  were  taken,  three  of  whom  are  wounded.  Several 
of  the  rebels  were  killed.  It  is  with  deep  regret  that  1  have  to  add 
that  Henry  Garcia,  seaman,  was  killed  during  the  action  and  John  rt. 
Emmerson,  coxswain,  has  since  died  of  his  wounds. 

Lieutenant  James  E.  Jouett  and  Mr.  William  Carter,  gunnel,  aie 
wounded  but  are  doing  well.  Their  services  we  shall  not  have  tor 
some  time.  The  following  men  are  wounded:  Edward  Conway,  gun¬ 
ner’s  mate;  George  Bell,  coxswain;  Francis  Brown,  seaman;  Hugh 
McGregg,  ordinary  seaman,  and  Charles  Hawkins,  seaman,  the 
surgeon  reports  that  they  are  all  doing  well.  A  copy  of  my  orders 
and  Lieutenant  Jouett’s  official  report,  with  my  remarks  upon  the 
gallant  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in  the  expedition,  i 

will  forward  bv  the  nextsteamei.  ,  .  , 

Lieutenant  Jouett  is  not  yet  well  enough  to  make  out  his  report. 
The  prisoners  will  be  sent  to  Now  York  by  the  next  steamer.  One  of 


*See  p.  718. 
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them  is  the  notorious  villain  Thomas  Chubb,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that 
ttiey  are  a  desperate  set  of  fellows.  I  take  this  opportunity  to  men¬ 
tion  that  we  are  very  short  of  officers  on  account  of  so  many  having 
been  transferred,  two  being  away  in  the  prize,  two  being  in  the 
schooners,  and  the  illness  of  Lieutenant  Jouett  and  Mr.  Carter.  I 
respectfully  request  that  Acting  Master  Freeman,  or  some  watch 
officer,  may  be  ordered  to  this  ship. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Eagle, 

Cajptain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Comm  an  ding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron . 


Report  of  Captain  Eagle,  IT.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copy  of  orders  issued  in  relation  to  the 

expedition. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 

Off  Galveston  Bar ,  Tex.,  November  £5,  1861. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  enclose  a  copy  of  my  order  to  Lieutenant  James 
E.  Jouett  in  relation  to  the  boat  expedition,  his  official  report  of  the 
capture  of  the  privateer  schooner  Royal  Yacht ,  also  my  letter  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Jouett  and  Mi1.  William  Carter,  gunner,  which  I  will  thank 
you  to  forward.  Lieutenant  Bayse  N.  Westcott,  first  lieutenant  of 
this  ship,  volunteered  for  this  expedition,  but  I  accepted  the  services 
of  Lieutenant  Jouett. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Eagle, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron . 


[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 

Off  Galveston  Bar ,  Tex. ,  November  7,  1861. 

Gentlemen:  Having  volunteered  for  this  expedition,  you  will  take 
the  first  and  second  launches  and  make  all  necessary  preparations  to 
proceed’  to -slight  toward  the  harbor  and  capture  the  armed  schooner 
which  appears  off  the  harbor  nightlv,  apparently  watching  for  an 
opportunity  to  escape. 

,  Should  you  succeed  in  capturing  her,  you  will  use  your  discretion 
in  regard  to  making  an  attempt  on  the  steamer  General  Rusk.  She  is 
lying  at  a  wharf  near  Pelican  Island. 

If  any  alarm  be  given  during  the  attempt  to  capture  the  schooner 
you  will  return  immediately.  You  can  either  destroy  the  schooner  or 
bring  her  to  the  ship;  you  will  exercise  your  judgment  in  regard  to 


I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 


Lieutenant  James  E. 
Lieutenant  John  G. 


Henry  Eagle, 

Captain. 

Jouett,  U.  S.  Navy, 

To  Command  the  Expedition. 
Mitchell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

To  Take  Charge  of  the  Second  Launch. 
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Report  of  Captain  Eagle,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  calling  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  gallant 
conduct  of  Lieutenant  Jonett,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 

Off  Galveston  Bar ,  Tex.,  November  15,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  forwarded  to  Flag- 
Officer  William  W.  McKean  a  report  of  the  capture  of  the  privateer 
Royal  Yacht  in  the  harbor  of  Galveston,  Tex. ,  at  about  2  o’clock  of 
the  morning-  of  the  8th  instant,  by  the  first  and  second  launches  of  this 
ship. 

Among  the  brave  officers  and  men,  Lieutenant  James  E.  Jouett 
and  Mr.  William  Carter,  gunner,  were  conspicuous  for  their  coolness 
and  courage.  They  were  the  first  to  board  the  vessel. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Department 
to  the  gallantry  of  Lieutenant  Jouett.  He  was  seriously  wounded  in 
the  arm  and  side  at  the  commencement  of  the  contest.  Although  suf¬ 
fering  from  wounds  and  loss  of  blood,  he  showed  great  firmness 
throughout;  and  after  setting  fire  to  the  vessel,  he  was  three  hours  in 
the  launch  pulling  for  the  ship,  and  had  the  care  of  12  prisoners  and 
6  of  his  wounded  men.  I  can,  with  confidence,  recommend  him  for  a 
command  of  any  vessel  in  the  service  suitable  to  his  rank,  although  1 
should  much  regret  his  detachment  from  this  ship,  as  he  is  a  very 
efficient  officer. 

1  am  pleased  to  state  that  the  wounded  are  doing  well. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Eagle, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  off  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Jouett,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  expedition. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 

Off  Galveston  Bar,  Tex.,  November  lb,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  7th  instant,  I  took  the  first 
and  second  launches  and,  at  11:40  p.  m.  that  day,  proceeded  into  the 
harbor  intending,  if  we  could  pass  the  armed  schooner  guarding  the 
channel  and  the  Bolivar  and  [Fort]  Point  forts,  to  try  to  surprise  and 
burn  the  man-of-war  steamer  Gener'at  Rusk,  lying  under  Pelican  Island 
Fort  [Jackson!]. 

We  succeeded  in  passing  the  schooner  and  two  torts,  but  in  attempt¬ 
ing-  to  avoid  the  sentinels  on  Pelican  fort,  we  grounded  on  Bolivar 

^At  this  juncture  we  were  discovered.  Deeming  it  imprudent  after 
this  discovery  to  encounter  so  large  a  vessel  and  so  heavily  armed  and 
manned,  I  determined  to  abandon  that  portion  of  the  expedition. 

As  had  been  my  intention,  in  returning  we  boarded,  and  after  a 
short  conflict  captured  the  armed  schooner  Royal  Yacht.  We  took  a 
few  stand  of  arms,  13  prisoners,  and  her  colors.  As  our  pilot  was  shot 
down  and  the  schooner  had  received  a  shell  between  wind  and  water, 
I  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  attempt  to  bring  her  out;  we  therefore 
burned  her,  after  spiking  her  gun,  a  light  32-pounder. 
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After  this  we  returned  to  the  ship.  I  regret  to  state  that  1  man 
was  killed,  2  officers  and  6  men  wounded,  one  mortallv,  who  has  since 
died. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  E.  Jouett, 

lieutenant ,  LJ.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  Henry  Eagle, 

Commanding  Li.  S.  Frigate  Santee. 

^  [Note. — A  report  of  Captain  Jouett,  enclosing  a  report  of  Gunner 
Carter  relating  to  this  event,  was  filed  in  the  Navy  Department,  May 
26,  1879.  See  Gulf  Squadron  book,  volume  1. — Compiler.] 


General  order  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

(To  be  read  on  the  quarter-deck  of  every  ship  attached  to  the  Gulf  Squadron.) 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara,  December  7,  1861. 

The  commander  in  chief  of  the  United  States  naval  forces  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  is  anxious  to  express,  in  the  most  public  manner,  his  entire 
appreciation  of  the  gallantry  and  coolness  displayed  by  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  U.  S.  frigate  Santee ,  engaged  in  the  expedition  for  the 
seizure  and  destruction  of  the  privateer  schooner  Royal  Yacht ,  in  the 
harbor  of  Galveston,  on  the  night  of  the  7th  ultimo. 

He  desires  to  assure  them  that  he  fully  shares  the  satisfaction  they 
must  feel  at  the  brilliant  success  which  crowned  their  efforts;  offers 
his  sincere  sympathy  to  the  wounded  and  to  the  friends  of  those  whose 
lives  were  given  to  the  service  of  their  country,  and  while  expressing 
his  conviction  that  their  names  will  be  enrolled  by  a  grateful  countrv 
among  those  who,  in  former  years,  have  shed  so  bright  a  luster  upon 
the  American  Navy,  feels  confident  that  the  survivors  will  unite  with 
him  in  thanksgiving  to  the  protecting  Providence  manifested  to  them 
while  engaged  in  so  hazardous  an  enterprize. 

.  W.  AY.  McKean, 

r  tag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Commendatory  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  December  S3,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  3d  instant  has  been  received  and 
with  it  copies  of  the  reports  of  Captain  Eagle  and  Lieutenant  j’ames 
Y  Jouett,  of  the  cutting  out  by  a  boat  expedition,  under  command  of 
the  latter  officer,  of  the  rebel  armed  schooner  Royal  Yacht ,  on  the 
mght  of  the  7th  of  November,  m  the  harbor  of  Galveston. 

i  •  ePartiUent  can  not  too  high  terms  express  its  admiration  of 
the  daring  and  successful  exploit  of  Lieutenant  Jouett  and  the  officers 
and  seamen  under  his  command.  The  capture  of  a  schooner,  well 
aimed  and  manned,  and  with  every  advantage  of  resistance,  after  a  des¬ 
perate  encounter,  speaks  well  for  the  intrepidity  and  braverv  of  the 
captors.  J  J 

Those  who  were  wounded,  and  the  friends  of  those  who  lost  their 
Uves  in  the  conflict,  have  the  sympathies  of  the  Department 
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Please  inform  Lieutenant  Jouett  and  Lieutenant  John  G.  Mitchell, 
Gunner  William  Carter,  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Charles  W.  Adams, 
and  the  seamen  of  the  Santee  who  were  engaged  in  the  expedition,  of 
the  pleasure  their  gallant  conduct  has  given  the  Department. 

Transmitted  herewith  is  an  order  detaching  Lieutenant  J.  E.  Jouett 
from  the  Santee  and  directing  him  to  proceed  to  New  York,  as  it  is 
the  purpose  of  the  Department  to  give  him  a  command  worthy  of  his 
gallantry.  * 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Abstract  log  TJ.  S.  ship  Santee,  Captain  Eagle,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

November  7, 1861. — At  11 :40  p.  m.  the  first  launch,  under  Lieutenant 
James  E.  Jouett,  and  the  second  launch,  under  Lieutenant  John  G. 
Mitchell,  being  armed  and  equipped  with  howitzers  and  small  arms, 
left  the  ship  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  rebel  armed  schooner 
lying  inshore.  The  third  cutter,  commanded  by  Mr.  Lambert,  mas¬ 
ter’s  mate,  also  left,  to  be  stationed  at  the  beacon  to  be  a  guide  to 
answer  signals. 

November  8. — At  2:40  a.  m.  saw  signal  lights  from  on  shore  in  quick 
succession,  also  heard  the  reports  of  guns  in  a  N.W.  direction.  At 
5:30  a.  m.  saw  a  bright  light  to  the  northward  and  westward.  Beat 
to  quarters.  In  a  few  minutes  it  proved  to  be  the  rebel  armed 
schooner  Royal  Yacht  set  on  fire  by  our  party.  At  6:15  the  first 
launch  returned,  bringing  on  board  12  prisoners,  also  Lieutenant 
Jouett,  W.  W.  Carter,  gunner,  and  3  of  our  men  wounded  and  1  sea¬ 
man  killed.  The  prisoners  were  put  in  double  irons.  At  7:30  took 
the  launches  in.  At  5:40  called  all  hands  to  bury  the  dead,  and  com¬ 
mitted  the  remains  of  Henry  Garcia  to  the  deep.  From  6  to  8  hoisted 
up  the  third  cutter. 


Report  of  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Steamer  Bayou  City, 
Galveston ,  [ Tex.\  November  8,  1861. 

I  have  to  report  to  you  that  the  chartered  lookout  schooner  Royal 
Yacht ,  commanded  by  Master’s  Mate  Thomas  Chubb,  C.  S.  Nav}7, 
with  a  crew  of  14  men,  anchored  near  Bolivar  Point,  was  surprised 
and  fired  by  the  enemy  between  2  and  3  a.  m.  this  day.  The  especial 
duty  of  the  Yacht  was,  as  you  know,  to  watch  and  give  notice  by  signal 
of  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  No  intimation  of  the  approach  of 
the  enemy  was  exhibited  by  her,  and  as  she  was  visible  at  anchor  at 
daylight,  I  was  only  made  acquainted  with  the  occurrence  stated  by  a 
report  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  General  Rusk ,  anchored 
off  Pelican  Spit,  distant  about  2  miles  from  the  Yacht.  The  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the.  General  Rusk  reports  that  he  discovered  the 
Yacht  on  fire  at  3  o’clock  a.  m.,  and  that  he  repaired  immediately 
on  board  and  extinguished  the  fire,  which  had  been  made  chiefly 
between  decks  of  combustible  material  prepared  for  the  puipose,  and 
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had  reached  and  nearly  1  turned  through  the  wooden  chest  containing 
the  ammunition.  The  enemy  evidently  left  in  great  haste,  leaving  all 
the  ammunition  and  small  arms  of  the  Yacht  except  fifteen  [illegible], 
which  are  missing.  The  Yacht  is  considerably  damaged  by  fire  in  her 
deck,  beams,  masts,  and  sails. 

1  have  brought  her  to  Galveston  and  secured  her  to  the  wharf,  after 
having  placed  her  12-pounder  gun,  ammunition,  and  small  arms  on 
board  the  General  Hush'. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  Husk  and  his  men  evinced  energy, 
courage,  and  good  conduct  in  extinguishing  the  fire  of  the  magazine 
chest,  which  had  nearly  burned  through  to  the  powder. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. 

General  P.  O.  Hebert,  C.  S.  Army. 


Second  report  of  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Galveston,  Tex.,  November  11 ,  1861. 

In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  9th  instant,  directing  me  to  make 
a  more  specific  report  in  regard  to  the  capture  of  the  crew  of  the 
Royal  1  acid ,  to  embrace  more  in  detail  the  facts  which  can  be 
obtained,  such  as — 

Is  there  any  evidence  of  any  resistance  made  on  board?  Was  the  capture  the 
result  of  negligence,  want  of  proper  vigilance,  etc.?  The  commanding  general  also 
desires  to  know  the  orders  given  to  Master’s  Mate  Chubb,  and  the  position  of  the 
vessel  when  taken — 

I  respectfully  refer  you  to  my  official  report  on  that  subject,  dated  8th 
instant,  wherein  it  is  stated  that  the  especial  duty  of  the  Yacht  was, 
as  you  know,  to  watch  and  give  notice  by  signal  of  the  movements  of 
the  enemy.  No  intimation  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  was  exhib¬ 
ited  by  her,  and,  as  she  was  visible  at  anchor  at  daylight,  I  was  only 
made  acquainted  with  the  occurrence  stated  by  a  report  from  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  General  Rusk ,  anchored  off  Pelican  Spit,  dis¬ 
tant  about  2  miles  from  the  Yacht.  This  report  of  the  commander  of 
thzRusk,  as  given  to  me  verbally  by  him  at  8  a.  m.  on  the  8th  instant 
at  Galveston,  is  stated  in  detail  in  my  official  report  to  you  of  the  8th 
instant.  On  receiving  the  report  of  the  commander  of  the  Rusk  I 
forthwith  proceeded  with  the  Bayou  City  to  the  Yacht.  I  found  on 
both  of  her  sides  and  foremast  the  bullet  marks  from  small  arms, 
lhere  was  found  on  board  of  her  a  midshipman’s  uniform  cap,  one 
united  States  cutlass  and  one  navy  revolver,  one  boat’s  grapnel,  one 
12-pounder  shrapnel  shell,  loaded,  fuzed,  and  marked  “U.  S.  N.  Ord¬ 
nance  Department,  Washington,  1861,”  placed  by  the  wooden  chest 
used  as  a  magazine  and  containing  the  ammunition  for  her  one 
12-pounder  gun.  The  Yacht  was  pierced  with  19  musket  balls  on  the 
port  side;  starboard  side,  8;  foremast,  5;  in  her  cabin,  5,  and  a  bloodv 
shoot  pieiced  with  ball  holes,  and  one  broken  boarding*  pike. 

I  have  learned  since  addressing  you  my  first  report  on  this  subject 
that  one  small  boat,  eight  muffled  oars,  marked  “ Santee  2d  launch  ” 
and  some  of  these  pierced  with  musket  balls,  were  found  by  the  sol¬ 
diers  on  Bolivar  Point,  which  had  drifted  on  shore. 
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The  Yacht  was  anchored,  when  attacked,  near  Bolivar  Point,  distant 
about  2  miles  from  the  steamer  General  Rusk ,  and  bearing  N.  i  E. 
from  Central  Wharf  at  Galveston,  distant  about  -f  miles.  About  one 
hour  previous  to  the  attack  1  had  been  on  the  lookout  and  swept  the 
horizon  with  my  night  glass;  the  moon  had  set  and  the  horizon  was 


hazy. 

That  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  on  which  1  can  have  an  opinion, 
in  answer  to  the  questions  contained  in  your  order  of  the  9th  instant, 
be  laid  before  you,  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  report  from  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  steamer  General  Rusk.  These  facts  indicate  that  a  res¬ 
olute  resistance  was  made  by  the  crew  of  the  Yacht ,  and  also  that  she 
was  surprised  and  attacked  and  boarded  simultaneously  on  both  sides 
by  an  overwhelming  force  of  two  or  more  launches. 

In  reply  to  the  enquiry  “  Was  the  capture  the  result  of  negligence, 
or  want  of  proper  vigilance?”  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  full 
statement  of  all  the  facts  touching  the  subject,  which  are  here  placed 
before  you.  In  reply  to  the  enquiry  “The  commanding  general  also 
desires  to  know  the  orders  given  to  Master  s  Mate  Chubb,  I  have  to 
state  that  Master’s  Mate  Chubb  was  directed  to  cruise  and  keep  the 
enemy  in  view,  and  inform  me  by  signal,  either  day  or  night,  of  all 
his  movements,  and  was  furnished  with  tiags,  rockets,  and  lanthorns 
for  this  purpose,  and  a  written  statement  of  the  signals  to  be  made  by 
him  and  also  by  me;  he  was  further  instructed  to  prevent  any  inter¬ 
course  with  the  enemy  from  or  to  the  shore. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. 


General  P.  O.  Hebert,  C.  S.  Army. 


Third  report  of  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Galveston,  Tex.,  November  13 ,  1861. 

I  respectfully  report  to  you  that  Master’s  Mate  rl  homas  Chubb,  C.  S. 
Navy,  was  captured  on  the  8th  instant  while  in  command  oi  a  small 
lookout  schooner  called  the  Royal  I  acid ,  which  was  chattel ed  by  oidei 
of  General  P.  O.  Hebert,  C.  S.  Army,  and  was  used  as  a  lookout 
vessel,  a  full  report  of  which  in  detail  I  have  made  to  General  P.  O. 
Hebert,  C.  S.  Army,  on  the  8th  instant. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Fourth  report  of  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Galveston,  Tex.,  January  186%. 

Ha  vino-  read  several  published  statements  taken  from  Northern  news¬ 
papers  of  the  capture  of  the  crew  of  the  chartered  Confederate  lookout 
schooner  Royal  Yacht ,  indicating  an  official  source  front  the  U.  b.  frig¬ 
ate  Santee,  anchored  otf  this  port,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  place  on  the  hies 
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of  the  honorable  Navy  Department  the  truth  in  relation  to  that  affair. 
As  in  duty  bound  I  promptly  made  an  official  report  on  that  subject 
to  the  general  commanding  the  military  department  of  Texas,  under 
whom  1  was  serving,  on  the  occurrence  of  the  subject  referred  to.  It 
was  dated  on  the  8th  of  November,  1861,  and  delivered  to  the  general 
the  same  day,  to  which  I  respectfully  refer.  The  Yacht  was  attacked 
by  a  large  force  in  boats  from  the  frigate  Santee.  The  night  was  dark. 
I  judge  that  she  was  so  far  surprised  that  only  the  watch  on  deck  had 
an  opportunity  to  offer  any  opposition  to  the  enemy,  and  that  she  was 
boarded  before  those  below  could  get  on  deck;  she  made  no  signal  and 
did  not  fire  her  9-pounder  gun  (which  was  found  loaded  and  ready  to 
fire). 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  McKean.  U.  S. 

Navy ,  transmitting  consular  information  regarding  the  shipment  of 

coffee  from  Rio  de  Janeiro ,  Brazil. 

Navy  Department,  November  9,  1861. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  dated  the  19th  Septem¬ 
ber  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  the  Department  of 
State,  and  call  your  particular  attention  to  .the  same,  as  these  vessels 
must  not  be  allowed  to  make  a  port  in  the  insurrectionary  States. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Cornda.  U.  S.  Culp  Blockading  Squadron ,  ICey  Nest,  Fla. 

[Enclosure.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil ,  September  19,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  17th 
instant,  Messrs.  W.  Moore  &  Co.,  British  merchants,  of  this  city, 
shipped  on  board  the  English  bark  Fmpress ,  Hopkinson,  master 
6,185  bags  of  coffee,  and  took  clearance  for  vessel  from  British  consul 
direct  for  New  Orleans.  The  same  firm,  a  few  days  previous,  shipped 
on  board  British  brig  Cornucopia ,  Coit,  master,  2,563  bags  of  coffee, 
and  took  clearance  for  some  port  of  the  United  States.  It  was  confi¬ 
dently  stated  at  the  exchange  that  her  destination  was  New  Orleans. 

It  is  said  that  Messrs.  Moore  &  Co.  have  some  advices  from  Eng¬ 
land  by  which  they  assume  to  believe  they  will  be  able  to  avoid  the 
blockade  and  safely  deliver  their  coffee  at  New  Orleans.  I  have, 
theiefore,  deemed  it  my  duty  to  communicate  the  above  information  to 
the  Department. 

Mi.  \\  ebb  dm  not  arrive  yesterday  by  the  French  packet.  I  regret 
exceedingly  his  nonarrival,  as  his  presence  here  would  be  hio-hly 
beneficial.  J 

With  great  respect,  etc., 

Richard  C.  Parsons, 

U.  S.  Consul. 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Report  of  Captain  Kurtz,  Corps  of  Engineers ,  U.  JS.  Army,  giving 
data  regarding  fortifications  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Engineer  Department, 
Washington,  November  9,  1861. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  4th  instant,  calling'  for 
a  list  of  all  the  fortifications  upon  the  shores  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
with  their  location,  strength,  armament,  etc.,  with  all  the  information 
in  regard  to  them  which  would  be  useful,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following: 

1st.  Fort  Pickens,  Pensacola  Harbor,  Fla. — Armament:  34  case¬ 
mate  guns,  103  barbette  guns,  28  flanking  howitzers;  situated  at  the 
west  end  of  Santa  llosa  Island;  now  garrisoned  by  the  United  States. 

2d.  Fort  McRee,  Pensacola  Ilarbor,  Fla. — Armament:  80  casemate 
guns,  53  barbette  guns;  a  strong  masonry  work  of  two  tiers  of  case¬ 
mates,  opposite  to  Fort  Pickens,  on  Foster’s  Island  [Bank]. 

3d.  Fort  Barrancas,  Pensacola  Harbor ,  on  the  mainland,  north  of 
and  forming  the  point  of  a  triangle  opposite  to  the  two  former.  Arm¬ 
ament:  33  barbette  guns,  8  flanking  howitzers. 

4th.  Redoubt  of  Fort  Barrancas ,  an  advanced  work,  on  the  land  side 
of  that  fort;  has  no  bearing  on  the  water.  Eight  barbette  guns,.  8 
flanking  howitzers;  would  require  regular  approaches  to  reduce  it, 
and  has  strong  defensive  arrangements. 

5th.  Fort  Morgan ,  Mobile  Point;  east  side  of  .Mobile  entrance. 
Sixty-nine  barbette  guns,  14  casemate  guns;  an  interior  defensive 
barrack  and  scarp,  well  covered  on  the  land  side. 

6th.  Fort  Gaines,  on  Dauphin  Island,  Mobile  entrance,  opposite  to 
Fort  Morgan;  covers  with  its  fire  the  shallow  water  on  the  west  side 
of  the  entrance;  a  new  work  under  construction;  about  ready  for  the 
guns.  Armament:  55  barbette  guns,  20  flanking  howitzers. 

7th.  Fort  on  Ship  Island ,  coast  of  Mississippi. —  New  work,  under 
construction;  a  large  masonry  tower,  to  mount  about  21  casemate 
guns,  30  barbette  guns,  2  flanking  pieces.  The  work  is  understood  to 
be  now  in  the  possession  of  the  United  btates.  Ihe  scarp  is  about 
half  built,  and  it  can  readily  mount  its  casemate  guns. 

8th.  Defenses  of  Proctor' 's  Landing ,  La. — Defends  the  land  approach 
to  New  Orleans  from  Fake  Borgne.  The  works,  consist  of  a  battery 
mounting  25  barbette  guns  and  a  tower,  8  defensive  howitzers,  and  4 
barbette  guns.  The  battery  is  about  completed;  the  tower  moic  than 
half  finished. 

9th.  Fort  L’ike,  on  the  Rigolets  Pass,  from  Lake  Borgne  to  Lake 
Pontchartrain.  It  has  13  casemate  guns,  26  barbette,  and  4  flanking 

howitzers.  _  „  T  .  „ 

10th.  Fort  Macomb,  on  the  Chef  Menteur  Pass,  from  Lake  Borgne 
to  Lake  Pontchartrain.  It  is  situated  similarly  to  Fort  Pike,  and  has 
a  like  armament. 

11th.  Battery  Bienvenue  is  on  Bayou  Bienvenue,  by  which  access  is 
had  from  Lake  Borgne  to  a  landing  within  a  few  miles  of  New  Orleans. 
Its  armament  consists  of  13  barbette  guns. 

12th.  Tower  Dupre,  affords  access  by  a  bayou  from  Lake  Borgne  to 
a  landing  some  10  miles  from  New  Orleans.  Its  armament  is  5 
barbette  guns  and  6  defensive  howitzers.  . 

13th.  Fort  Saint  Philip,  about  70  miles  below  New  Orleans,  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Mississippi.  It  has  93  barbette  guns,  3  advanced 
redoubts  on  the  land  side. 
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14th.  Fort  Jackson,  opposite  Fort  Saint  Philip,  111  barbette  guns, 
16  casemate  guns,  and  10  flanking  howitzers,  and  has  wet  ditches. 

15th.  Fort  Livingston ,  Grande  Terre  Island,  Louisiana,  has- 26  bar¬ 
bette  guns,  and  8  flanking  howitzers. 

16th.  Entrance  to  Galveston  Harbor ,  Tex. — Work  for  a  fort  has 
been  commenced  at  this  point,  wharf,  road,  and  quarters  built,  and 
materials  collected. 

The  armaments,  as  here  stated,  are  those  for  which  provision  is 
made  by  the  Engineer  Department.  The  number  of  guns  actually 
mounted  will  depend  upon  the  supply  of  ordnance  available.  On  the 
land  sides  a  much  larger  number  of  guns  can  be  generally  put  in 
battery  than  is  here  included. 

The  pressure  of  daily  routine  duty  has  prevented  this  report  being 
elaborated.  If  further  or  detailed  information  is  desired  as  to  any 
particular  forts  or  positions  here  specified,  it  can  be  furnished. 

Valuable  information  on  the  whole  subject  is  contained  in  Executive 
(Senate)  Document  No.  5,  first  session,  Thirty-second  Congress,  for 
year  1851-52,  vol.  3,  a  copy  of  which  document  is  herewith. 

The  last  annual  report  of  this  office  (accompanying  report  of  Sec- 
retary  of  War  for  1860)  also  affords  information  as  to  a  number  of  the 
works  specified. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  Kurtz, 

Captain  of  Engineers ,  in  Charge. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Hag-  Officer  McKean ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  approving  changes  made  in  his  command. 


Navy  Department,  November  10, 1861. 
Sir:  Your  dispatches  by  the  Nightingale  this  moment  received  and 
only  acknowledged  as  the  mail  by  the  Connecticut  closes  in  a  few 
hours. 


The  changes  you  have  made  in  consequence  of  the  disgraceful  affair 
in  the  Mississippi  Kiver  are  full}"  approved. 

The  efficient  officers  of  your  squadron  will  be  withdrawn  and  given 
the  fine  ships  now  building.  The  armed  schooners  Rachel  Seaman 
and  Samuel  Rotan  have  sailed  for  Key  West,  and  in  the  course  of  eight 
or  ten  days  the  first  of  the  new  gunboats  will  leave  to  join  you.  They 
will  be  followed  in  a  month  by  one  or  more  side-wheel  gunboats  steam¬ 
ing  either  end  first,  and  carrying  one  rifled  80-pounder  at  one  end  and 
one  IX-inch  smoothbore  at  the  other.  Draft,  7  feet  loaded. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  oj  Captain  Rowell,  l .  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movements  of  the 

enemy  off  Mobile. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 

Off  Mobile,  November  11,  1861. 

Commodore:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  29th  ultimo,  I  have 
anchored  off  Mobile  Bar  and  taken  the  place  of  the  steamer  Missis¬ 
sippi,  with  the  steamer  Water  Witch  in  company. 
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The  usual  movements  of  steamers  ana  some  sailing  vessels  within 
the  bay  continues,  and  amongst  the  latter,  at  a  favorable  moment,  we 
have  recognised  two  schooner  gunboats. 

The  enemy  continue  to  work  upon  tjie  forts;  more  busily  on  Fort 
Gaines,  on  Dauphin  Island. 

Upward  of  twenty  days  have  gone  by  and  there  have  been  no  further 
cases  of  varioloid. 

W  *  7T  -A'  'A*  W 

I  will  say  before  I  close  that  a  schooner  gunboat,  with  the  secession 
hag  flying,  passed  westward  in  the  sound  yesterday.  She  appeared 
to  be  as  large  as  the  waters  of  the  sound  would  float. 

I  placed  Lieutenant  Law,  of  this  ship,  with  20  men,  armed  and  pro¬ 
vided  as  you  directed,  in  the  fort  at  Ship  Island,  with  brief  instruc¬ 
tions  for  his  guidance,  and  under  the  orders  of  Commander  Smith,  of 
the  Massachusetts. 

November  12. — Since  the  above  was  written,  the  steamer  Colorado , 
with  the  storeship  Fearnot ,  reached  this  anchorage. 

vr  *x*  ‘X-  *  -x-  -x- 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Powell, 

Captain. 

Commodore  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  IS.  Niagara. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  erf  the  Navy  to  Captain  Morris ,  TJ.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pensacola ,  in  view  of  delayed  completion  of 
repairs  to  that  vessel. 

Navy  Department,  November  12, 1861. 
Sir:  The  extraordinary  delays  in  finishing  and  starting  the  Pensa- 
coleJs  engines,  and  the  strange  absence  and  conduct  of  Mr.  Sickles,  the 
designer,  force  upon  the  Department  the  suspicion  that  he  has  been 
and  is  willfully  delaying  this  important  matter,  thereby  keeping  out 
of  employment  one  of  the  most  powerful  ships  in  the  Navy.  You  will 
therefore  retain  Mr.  Sickles  on  board,  and  permit  him  no  communi¬ 
cation  with  the  shore  except  through  the  Navy  Department.  Afford 
him  every  facility  and  assistance  for  starting  the  engines.  The  Ord¬ 
nance  Department  will  take  out  your  Xl-inch  gun  and  put  in  its  place 
a  rifled  80-pounder.  If  the  Pensacola’s  engines  operate  tolerably  well, 
the  Department  desires  you  to  make  preparations  to  pass  down  the 
Potomac  with  the  smallest  risk  possible  to  your  ship. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  Henry  W.  Morris, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pensacola ,  off  Alexandria,  Va. 


Report  of  Captain  Morris ,  TT.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Pensacola ,  of  the  execution  of  the  Department’ s  order  regarding 
Mr.  Sickles. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 

Off  Alexandria,  Va.,  November  12,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
this  day’s  date,  marked  confidential. 
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Mr.  Sickles  has  been  informed  of  the  order  to  retain  him  on  board 
and  to  permit  him  no  communication  with  the  shore  except  through 
the  Navy  Department.  He  is  now  on  board. 

1  am,  very  respectfully, 

Henry  W.  Morris, 

Captain. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 


Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Brown ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag- Officer  McKean, 
U.  S.  Nary,  giving  information  received  regarding  proposed  attach 
upon  Fort  Pickens. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens ,  November  Pi,  1861. 

Sir:  A  negro  deserter  from  the  enemy  arrived  here  yesterday 
morning  and  informed  me  that  the  rebels  intended  attacking  here  last 
night  with  4,000  men.  They  did  not  do  so,  either  deterred  by  a  dense 
fog  or  that  the  information  of  the  negro  is  incorrect;  in  the  former 
event  he  may  do  so  to-night. 

As  I  have  before  said  to  you,  I  think  a  naval  force  of  at  least  one 
such  vessel  as  the  Colorado  indispensably  necessary  to  the  preservation 
of  this  fort,  considering  the  very  great  superiority  of  the  numbers  of 
the  enemy. 

1  am,  flag-officer,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Harvey  Brown, 

Colonel ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  McKean, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movements 
of  the  U.  S.  bark  Ethan  Allen. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  South  1  Vest  Puss,  Mississippi  [Rfaer],  November  13,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  place  on  the  10th 
instant  of  the  U.  S.  bark  Ethan  Allen,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
William  B.  Eaton,  last  from  the  anchorage  off  Fort  Pickens.  By  her 
1  received  the  mail  bag  from  Fort  Pickens,  in  which  1  found  your 
communications,  which  should  have  reached  me  by  the  steamer  Rhode 
Island. 

I  inspected  the  Ethan  Allen  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant  (the 
previous  day  having  been  employed  in  filling  up  her  water  and  setting 
up  her  rigging);  immediately  after  the  inspection,  she  sailed  under 
orders  to  blockade  the  bay  of  Tampa,  there  being  no  vessel  at  that 
place.  1  deem  it  due  to  her  commander  to  state  that  I  found  her  in 
perfect  order,  and  her  crew  remarkably  well  drilled,  considering  the 
short  time  they  had  been  on  board. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Elag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Commander  Emmons ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Hatteras ,  regarding  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Key  West , 

U.  S.  S.  Hatteras, 

Key  West ,  November  13 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  this  evening.  Shall 
replenish  with  coal  in  the  morning,  which  will  enable  the  engineers  to 
make  some  necessary  repairs  about  the  engine  and  boilers,  and,  if  possi¬ 
ble,  shall  be  on  my  way  north  in  search  of  the  Como  to-morrow. 

1  left  the  capes  of  the  Delaware  on  the  7th,  having  rode  out  a  severe 
gale  under  the  breakwater  the  night  previous. 

I  passed  three  of  the  blockading  squadron  off  Cape  Hatteras,  and 
communicated  with  a  schooner,  loaded  with  coal  for  our  squadron,  off 
Savannah,  on  the  10th.  Learned  nothing  of  our  naval  expedition, 
excepting  from  the  captain  of  the  schooner,  who  said  he  had  heard 
heavy  firing  off  Savannah  the  night  previous. 

I  have  had  every  facility  offered  _  me  here  by  our  navy  agent,  Mr. 
Patterson,  who  has  received  the  notice  of  his  soon  being  relieved. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — A  few  more  iron  tanks,  to  hold  5,000  or  6,000  gallons  of 
water,  would  very  much  improve  the  stability  of  the  vessel,  and  prove 
a  saving  to  the  Government  on  this  station. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  G  F  E 


Report  of  Captain  Powell,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  instructions  in  the 
case  of  the  British  brig  Cornucopia ,  seized  off  Mobile. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 

Off  Mobile  Bar,  November  If  1861. 

Commodore:  1  send  the  British  brigantine  Cornucopia ,  James  F. 
Coif,  master,  to  you  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Browne,  of  the  steamer 

Water  Witch.  ,  , . 

This  vessel  was  seen  in  the  offing  yesterday  afternoon,  standing  in 

with  a  very  light  breeze  toward  the  land,  to  the  eastward  of  Mobile 
Bar  rather  and  I  sent  the  Water  Witch  to  overhaul  her;  and  Lieutenant 
Huo-hes,  finding  that  she  was  bound  to  Mobile,  towed  her  in  to  my  ship. 

The  case  is  a  novel  one,  and  my  instructions  forbid  me  sending  her 
in  as  a  prize,  because  I  find  no  specific  notification  of  the  blockade  on 
her  papers:  but  there  is  ample  evidence  that  the  shippers  and  master 
had  notification  of  the  existing  blockade,  for  the  chartei  paitj  Fselt 
provides  for  it  and  arranges  a  contingent  voyage  for  the  vessel— that 
is,  if  warned  away  from  Mobile,  to  proceed  to  New  loi  s. 

A  neutral  is  not  permitted  to  go,  as  this  vessel  has  done,  to  the 
station  of  a  blockading  force,  after  having  had  sufficient  notice  to 
enquire  whether  the  blockade  was  in  force  or  had  terminated;  in  other 
words,  to  go  [in]  if  she  could,  and  claim  exemption  from  penalty  it  she 

could  not. 
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The  master  confesses  that  he  was  informed  as  to  the  blockade  of  the 
Southern  ports  of  the  United  States  before  he  went  to  Rio  [de  Janeiro], 
and  whilst  there;  and  that  he  touched  at  Morant  Bay,  Jamaica — where 
he  was  both  able  and  bound  to  inform  himself — but  excuses  his  conduct 
under  the  plea  that  he  supposed  a  timely  warning  would  meet  him  off 
the  port  of  Mobile,  and  that  then  he  would  pursue  his  voyage  without 
further  liability.  I  submit  his  case  to  your  disposal. 

The  papers  will  show  you  that  he  was  consigned  to  Johnson,  Moke 
&  Co.,  New  Orleans,  via  Mobile. 

Should  you  decide  to  send  the  Cornucopia  for  adjudication,  the 
arrangements  are  all  made  by  Lieutenant  Hughes,  as  Mr.  Browne  will 
inform  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Powell, 

Captain. 

Commodore  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Niagara. 


Report  of  Captain 


e ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  destruction  of  a 
schooner  off  San  Luis  Bar. 


U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 

Off  Galveston  Bar ,  Texas ,  November  If  1861. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  the  9th  instant,  with  its  enclosure,  per  schooner  Sam.  Houston , 
which  arrived  here  at  12  o’clock  last  night. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  during  the  prevalence  of  the  heavy 
fog  of  yesterday  the  Sam.  Houston  chased  a  schooner  of  about  60  or 
70  tons,  off  San  Luis  Bar,  causing  her  to  run  ashore  on  the  breakers. 
She  was  undoubtedly  entirely  destroyed,  as  there  w7as  a  heavy  surf 
running,  and  the  sea  was  breaking  completely  over  her.  The  Sam. 
Houston  will  leave  to-night  for  the  purpose  of  blockading  at  San  Luis 
Pass,  Brazos  River,  and  San  Bernard  Bay  [River].  I  avail  myself  of 
this  opportunity  to  mention  that  we  are  very  short  of  officers,  and  I 
trust  you  will  let  me  have  two  watch  officers  who  can  also  take  charge 
of  a  division  of  guns. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Eagle, 

'  Captain. 

i  lag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Brown ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-  Officer  McKean , 
U.  S._  Navy ,  advising  a  renewal  of  the  attach' upon  the  enemy’s 
batteries. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens ,  November  15 ,  1861. 

Sir.  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  rebels  are  sending  to  the 
north  their  most  efficient  and  best  troops.  One  regiment  left  on  Mon- 
da}r,  and,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  their  best  regiment  (the  Louisiana 
Regulars)  is  immediately  to  follow,  the  present would  seem  to  be  a 
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very  auspicious  time  to  make  a  combined  attack  on  his  batteries.  As 
you  held  out  to  me  the  hope  that  our  cooperation  was  only  suspended, 
and  that  you  might  soon  be  able  to  return,  I  mention  the  above  facts, 
with  the  hope  that  you  may  find  affairs  in  such  a  condition  at  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  as  to  enable  us  to  renew  the  attempt  which  was  so  unfortu¬ 
nately  broken  off. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Harvey  Brown, 

Colonel ,  Commanding. 

Flag  Officer  McKean, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Statement  of  the  number  and  position  of  vessels  composing  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron,  November  15,  1861 .f 


Name. 


Position. 


Remarks. 


Steamers: 

1.  ^Niagara . 

2.  Colorado . 

3.  *Mississippi . 

4.  *Richmond . 

5.  Cuyler . 

6.  Massachusetts  . . . 

7.  Montgomery . 

8.  *Mohawk . 

9.  *South  Carolina. . 

10.  Water  Witch . 

11.  ^Huntsville . 

12.  Hatteras . 

Sailing  vessels: 

1.  Santee . 

2.  Potomac . 

3.  Vincennes . 

4.  Preble . 

5.  Marion . 

6.  Ethan  Allen . 

7.  Kingfisher . 

8.  Pampero . 


South  West  Pass,  Mississippi  River 


Mississippi  Sound 

Ship  Island . 

Apalachicola _ 

St.  Marks . 

Barataria . 

Mobile . 

Key  West . 


Off  Galveston . . 

Off  Mobile . 

North  East  Pass,  Mississippi  River. 

Off  Berwick . 

Apalachicola . 

Off  Tampa  Bay . 

Pass  &  1’ Outre . 


9.  J.  C.  Kuhn 


10.  National  Guard 

11.  Wanderer . 


Flagship>. 

Blockading. 

On  her  way  to  Pass  4  P  Outre. 
On  her  way  to  Fort  Pickens. 
Blockading. 

Do. 


Repairing. 

Ordered  to  Apalachicola. 

Frigate;  blockading. 

Do. 

Sloop;  blockading. 

Do. 

Do. 

Bark;  blockading. 

Do. 

Storeship:  gone  to  Key 
West  for  coal. 

Coal  ship;  gone  to  Tortugas 
for  coal. 

Storeship;  anchored  at  Ship 
Island. 

Schooner;  stationed  at  Key 
West. 


| This  list  was  received  at  the  Navy  Department  November  29,  1861. 


Such  of  the  above  as  are  marked  thus  *  after  the  number  are  in 
great  need  of  repairs,  and  the  steamers  can  not,  at  best,  last  long 
unless  they  are  thoroughly  overhauled. 

The  Hatteras ,  on  account  of  her  light  draft,  being  more  suitable  for 
the  blockade  of  Apalachicola  than  the  Montgomery ,  I  shall  immediately 
dispatch  her  to  that  place  and  order  the  Montgomery  off  Mobile  to 
relieve  the  Water  Witch,  which  vessel  can  render  more  efficient  service 
in  Mississippi  Sound  and  is  too  small  for  the  heavy  sea  which  is 
common  at  Mobile. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 
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Letter  from  Flag -Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  crew  of  the 

U.  S.  S.  Mississippi. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  November  17,  1861. 

Your  communication  of  this  day’s  date  requesting  to  be  allowed  to 
participate  in  the  attack  on  Pensacola  has  been  received.  Your  request 
caused  me  great  pleasure,  as  it  convinced  me  that  the  spirit  of  patri¬ 
otism  and  gallantry  which  was  so  distinguishing  a  feature  in  the  char¬ 
acter  of  American  sailors  during  the  war  of  1812  has  not  degenerated, 
but  [illegible]  and  only  await  the  opportunity  to  again  shed  a  luster 
on  the  naval  service  of  our  beloved  country.  I  much  regret  that  I 
can  not,  consistently  with  my  duty  to  the  public  service,  grant  your 
request.  My  reasons  for  making  the  change  I  will  state  to  you. 

The  Richmond,  owing  to  her  light  draft  of  water,  will  in  the  event 
of  an  attack,  be  able  to  take  a  position  which  will  render  her  entire 
broadside  of  9-inch  guns  effective,  whereas  the  Mississippi  could  only 
use  to  advantage  her  pivot  gun.  This,  in  connection  with  the  neces¬ 
sity  which  exists  to  remove  the  Richmond  to  smooth  water  for  repairs 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  will  convince  you  that  my  duty  alone 
influenced  me  in  ordering  the  change.  Should  opportunity  occur,  as 
I  hope  it  may,  which  will  enable  me  to  grant  your  desire  to  distinguish 
yourselves  and  your  ship  in  the  service  of  3'our  country,  it  will  give 
me  unfeigned  pleasure  to  do  so. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron. 

The  Petty  Officers  and  Crew, 

Of  the  U.  S.  S.  Mississippi. 


Report  of  Commander  Shaw,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mont¬ 
gomery,  regarding  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  overhaul  an  unknown 
steamer  off  Apalachicola,  Fla. 

U.  S.  S.  Montgomery, 

Off  West  or  Main  Pass,  Apalachicola,  Fla.,  November  18,  1861. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  evening  of  the 
16th  instant,  at  7:30  o’clock,  a  steamer  was  seen  to  the  eastward, 
standing  to  the  westward.  I  immediately  got  underway  and  proceeded 
to  cut  off  and  overhaul  her.  When  within  hailing  distance,  we  spoke 
her,  but  could  not  make  out  her  reply  to  our  question  of  what  vessel  it 
was.  On  hearing  the  hail,  twice  repeated,  ‘'Is  that  the  Montgomery F 
we  replied  each  time,  “Yes.”  The  stranger  had  not  stopped  her 
engines,  while  we  lay  motionless,  and  although  we  had  given  them 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  this  was  the  Montgomery,  she  still  kept 
going  ahead  and  edging  off  from  us.  I  then  fired  a 'shot  across  her 
bows  to  bring  her  to,  of  which  no  notice  was  taken.  A  shell  was  then 
thrown  for  the  same  purpose,  of  which  no  more  notice  was  taken  than 
of  the  shot,  she  standing  off  under  high  speed.  We  then  started  in 
pursuit  of  her,  and,  although  all  sail  and  steam  was  on  this  vessel,  the 
stranger,  after  a  chase  of  four  hours,  disappeared  directly  ahead  of 
us.  As  I  concluded  it  was  useless  to  follow  her  any  farther,  having 
lost  sight  of  her,  I  returned  to  my  former  anchorage. 
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If  she  was  one  of  our  transport  steamers,  her  conduct  in  not  answer¬ 
ing  our  hail  or  returning  any  of  our  shots,  was,  to  say  the  least,  very 
singular;  and  if  she  was  an  enemy,  I  have  only  to  say  she  was  a  very 
fast  one.  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  an  extract  from  the  log  of  this  vessel, 
which  wrill  give  you  a  better,  condensed  idea  of  the  affair. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  D.  Shaw, 

Commander. 

W.  W.  McKean,  Esq., 

Flag-  Officer,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general  matters 
pertaining  to  Jus  command ,  and  requesting  instructions  regarding  the 
case  of  the  British  brig  Cornucopia. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  November  18,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  September  18,  informing  me  that  my  command  is  extended 
to  Cape  Florida  and  the  island  of  Cuba. 

There  is  at  present  but  one  vessel  east  of  Tortugas,  the  U.  S. 
schooner  Wanderer,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Spotts.  She  was  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Key  West  by  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  and  it  is  only  recently 
that  I  have  been  able  to  communicate  with  her.  It  was  not  until  the 
15th  instant  that  I  learned  the  instructions  that  had  been  given  to  her 
commander  by  Flag-Officer  Mervine. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  state  to  the  Department  that  it  is  entirely  out 
of  my  power  to  send  even  one  vessel  to  that  part  of  the  coast,  as  those 
at  my  disposal  are  entirely  insufficient  for  the  blockade  of  the  Gulf 
[of  Mexico].  So  soon,  as  I  am  able  to  do  so,  I  will  dispatch  a  vessel 
to  cruise  between  Cuba  and  the  coast  of  Florida.  I  transmit  for  the 
information  of  the  Department  a  statement  showing  the  number  of 
vessels  now  composing  the  squadron,  with  their  present  stations. 

I  left  the  South  West  Pass  of  Mississippi  [River],  where  I  had  been 
tied  (with  the  exception  of  four  days)  ever  since  I  assumed  the  com¬ 
mand,  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant  at  4  a.  m.,  the  Colorado  hav¬ 
ing  arrived  to  relieve  me  in  the  blockade  on  the  previous  afternoon. 

On  my  way  to  this  place  I  visited  and  inspected  the  Richmond  and 
Vincennes.  The  Vincennes  is  now  provided  (in  addition  to  her  four 
Ylll-inch  guns)  with  two  of  the  IX-inch  Dahlgren  guns  which  were 
brought  from  Tortugas  for  the  battery  at  the  Mississippi.  In  my 
opinion,  and  also  in  that  of  her  commander,  she  is  quite  as  efficient  as 
with  her  former  battery  of  fourteen  light  32-pounders.  I  suggested 
to  the  Chief  of  the  Ordnance  Bureau,  in  reporting  the  loss  of  her  guns, 
that  two  good  rilled  guns  and  two  24-pounder  howitzers  would  make 
her  more  efficient  than  to  renew  the  battery  thrown  overboard  by 
Commander  Handy. 

I  also  visited  Ship  Island,  and  as  I  find  from  the  instructions  received 
by  the  Hatteras  that  the  Government  intends  to  hold  that  point,  I  am 
most  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  it  has  already  been  placed 
in  such  a  state  of  defense  that  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  our  ability 
to  retain  it  until  the  arrival  of  the  troops. 
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The  work  has  been  much  strengthened.  There  are  seven  casemates 
finished  and  nine  unfinished.  The  four  IX-inch  Dahlgren  guns  men¬ 
tioned  in  my  dispatch  No.  5  as  having  been  landed  on  the  island  have 
been  mounted  (one  on  a  pivot,  which  can  be  fired  in  any  direction) 
and  are  now  ready  for  service.  The  rear  of  the  fort  is  protected  by 
two  12-pounder  howitzers  on  field  carriages.  'That  so  much  work  has 
been  accomplished  in  so  short  a  time  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  activity 
and  untiring  energy  of  Commander  Melancton  Smith,  of  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  Too  much  commendation  can  not  be  bestowed  upon  him. 

1  will,  at  the  earliest  moment  in  my  power,  have  the  remaining 
Dahlgren  guns  transferred  from  Tortugas  to  Ship  Island;  but  I  must 
here  mention  that  the  casemates  are  intended  for  army  guns  with 
regular  casemate  carriages.  In  order  to  mount  the  Dahlgrens,  it  was 
necessary  to  have  platforms  constructed  to  raise  them;  this  requires 
much  labor,  and  after  being  mounted  more  men  are  requisite  to  work 
them  than  if  on  army  carriages.  I  have  detailed  from  the  larger 
vessels,  and  stationed  at  the  fort,  a  lieutenant  of  marines  and  30  pri¬ 
vates;  also  a  lieutenant,  master,  and  midshipman  from  the  naval 
service,  and  140  seamen. 

I  reached  this  anchorage  on  the  17th  instant  (Sunday)  at  9  a.  m., 
soon  after  which  the  steamer  I  latter  as  arrived.  By  her  I  received 
your  several  communications  of  November  2,  and  I  assure  you  I  feel 
cheered  by  the  promise  of  an  increase  of  force  therein  contained. 

The  Department  may  rest  satisfied  that  no  effort  on  my  part  shall  be 
wanting  to  use  it,  so  far  as  my  judgment  will  allow,  for  the  best  inter¬ 
est  and  honor  of  my  country. 

To  show  how  much  reason  I  have  had  to  be  discouraged  from  the 
want  of  a  suitable  force,  I  will  mention  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
16th  instant,  before  leaving  Ship  Island,  there  were  no  less  than  four 
large  steamers  and  several  schooners  belonging  to  the  rebels  in  sight, 
all  of  them  out  of  our  reach.  They  were  crossing  a  flat  or  bank,  on 
which  there  is  but  from  6  to  7  feet  of  water,  and  entirely  out  of  the 
range  of  our  guns. 

I  find  that  the  battery  of  the  Ilatteras  consists  of  four  light 
32-pounders  and  one  20-pounder  rifled  gun.  I  would  urge  upon  the 
Department  that  these  light  vessels  for  service  on  this  coast  would  be 
far  more  efficient  if  armed  with  two,  or  even  one,  heav\r  rifled  gun  (on 
pivot)  and  two  or  more  24-pounder  howitzers.  These  light  32-pound¬ 
ers  are  only  effective  at  close  quarters,  and  for  that  purpose  the  how¬ 
itzers  are  more  efficient,  as  they  can  be  fired  so  much  more  rapidly  and 
require  fewer  men.  The  advantages  of  such  an  armament  are  that, 
at  close  quarters,  or  if  attacked  by  boats,  the  howitzers  are  most  effi¬ 
cient,  and,  if  possessed  of  speed,  a  rifie  of  heavy  caliber  and  long- 
range  would  enable  them  to  destroy  their  enemy  (unless  similarly  pro¬ 
vided)  without  risk  to  their  machinery,  which  is  usually  above  board 
and  much  exposed  to  shot. 

By  the  18th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1794,  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  it  was  declared  that  “A  neutral  vessel  might  thus 
lawfully  sail  for  a  blockaded  port,  knowing  it  to  be  blockaded,  and 
being  found  sailing  toward  such  a  port  would  not  constitute  an 
attempt  to  break  the  blockade  unless  she  should  be  actually  warned 
off.”  A  case  in  point  has  just  occurred,  and  was  referred  to  me  by 
Captain  Powell.  He  detained  the  British  brig  Cornucopia ,  papers  all 
correct,  cleared  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  for  Mobile  or  New  York,  the 
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captain  admitting  that  he  was  aware  of  the  blockade,  but  claiming 
that  he  was  entitled  to  a  warning  from  the  blockading  force.  As  the 
law  appears  to  me  plain,  and  is  in  conformity  with  my  instructions 
received  when  ordered  to  blockade  Charleston,  and  as  her  cargo,  in 
my  opinion,  was  not  contraband  (being  coffee),  I  directed  that  her  pa¬ 
pers  should  receive  the  proper  endorsement  and  she  be  allowed  to 
proceed,  ostensibly,  to  New  York.  There  was  great  diversity  of 
opinion  among  the  officers  on  the  subject,  and  1  beg  to  be  informed  by 
the  Department  whether  the  course  which  1  pursued  was  correct. 
Should  the  Government  have  come  to  any  decision  as  to  the  articles 
to  be  considered  contraband,  I  beg  to  be  furnished  with  a  list. 

I  write  very  hastily,  as  the  opportunity  was  unexpected.  I  send 
this  by  the  army  transport  steamer  Peabody ,  which  is  now  getting 
underway. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-  Office. r  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  orders  issued 

to  certain  United  States  vessels. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  November  21,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform,  you  that  the  steamer  Hatter  as. 
Commander  Emmons,  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  17th  instant,  and 
the  steamer  New  London,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Abner  Read,  on 
the  19th  instant.  On  the  18th  instant  I  dispatched  the  Hatteras  to 
Apalachicola  to  relieve  the  Montgomery ,  which  vessel  draws  too  much 
water  to  be  effective  at  that  point.  The  New  London  I  ordered  to 
Mississippi  Sound. 

The  Montgomery  I  shall  order  to  Atchafalaya  Bay;  she  draws  too 
much  water,  but  it  is  the  best  I  can  do. 

-X-  *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Blag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Read,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  New 
London,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  schooner  Olive, 
November  21,  and  steamer  Anna,  November  22,  1861. 

U.  S.  S.  New  London, 

Ship  Lsland,  November  26,  1861. 

Sir:  While  cruising  in  Mississippi  Sound  in  concert  with  the  R.  R. 
Cuyler  on  the  night  of  the  21st,  about  half  past  10  o’clock,  we  discov¬ 
ered  a  schooner;  lowered  boats  and  captured  her.  She  proved  to  be 
the  schooner  Olive,  a  rebel  trader;  cargo,  lumber. 


774 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Two  hours  and  a  half  afterwards,  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  we 
made  a  steamer;  ran  alongside  and  took  possession  about  1  o’clock. 
The  steamer  proved  to  be  the  steamboat  Anna ,  a  freight  boat,  plying 
between  Pascagoula  and  New  Orleans.  Her  cargo  consisted  of  tur¬ 
pentine  and  rosin. 

The  vessels  were  taken  to  Ship  Island  and  turned  over  to  Com¬ 
mander  Melancton  Smith,  senior  officer  present. 

Accompanying  this  report  you  will  find  a  list  of  officers  and  men 
belonging  to  the  Neno  London;  also  10  men  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Massa¬ 
chusetts  as  volunteers,  and  Acting  Master  Wiggin,  from  Fort  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  who  piloted  us  and  rendered  good  service. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Read, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Nanny,  Washington ,  L).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Smith ,  U.  S.  Wavy ,  regarding  the  capture  of 

the  schooner  Olive ,  November  21,  and'  steamer  Anna ,  November  22, 

1861. 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

At  Ship  Island,  November  26,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  at  1:40  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the 
22d  instant  the  steamer  New  London,  piloted  by  Acting  Master  George 
Wiggin,  captured  in  Mississippi  Sound  (by  a  concerted  arrangement 
with  the  R.  R.  Cuyler  and  the  aid  of  a  portion  of  the  crew  of  the 
Afassachusetts)  the  steamboat  Anna,  of  Pascagoula,  bound  to  New 
Orleans  with  naval  stores,  and  the  schooner  Olive,  loaded  with  lum¬ 
ber  for  the  same  market. 

As  the  lumber  has  reached  the  fort  for  which  it  was  originally 
designed,  I  conceive  that  there  will  be  no  impropriety  in  appropriat¬ 
ing  the  cargo  and  using  the  materials  for  the  reconstruction  of  that 
work. 

The  letters  and  papers  found  on  board  the  steamer,  with  the  affidavit 
of  the  prize  master,  will,  with  your  approval,  be  forwarded  to  the 
judge  of  the  United  States  district  court  for  the  southern  district  of 
New  York,  and  the  necessary  witnesses  have  been  detained  to  accom¬ 
pany  the  goods  upon  their  transshipment,  which  last  arrangement 
becomes  necessary  from  the  unseaworthy  condition  of  the  two  vessels 
seized. 

Whatever  vessel  you  may  designate  to  convey  the  aforesaid  cargo 
to  the  north  will  be  loaded  with  all  possible  dispatch  upon  her  arrival. 
There  being  no  custom-house  at  Pascagoula,  neither  vessel  had  any 
clearance,  manifest,  or  bills  of  lading,  but  an  inventory  of  the  cargo  of 
both  vessels  is  herewith  annexed,  so  far  as  ascertained  to  this  date.  ~Tho 
steamboat  having  drifted  ashore  during  the  last  gale,  coidd  not,  owing  to 
this  casualty,  be  completely  discharged.  Freight  landed  from  steam¬ 
boat  Anna,  783  barrels  rosin,  102  tierces  spirits  turpentine,  942 
pounds  copper  bolts,  435  pounds  lead,  109  pounds  composition  spikes, 
300  pounds  3Tellow  metal,  and  272  cane-bottomed  chairs.  The  cai’go 
of  schooner  Olive  is  42,000  feet  of  lumber. 

The  prisoners,  22  in  number,  being  citizens  of  the  South,  engaged 
in  mercantile,  agricultural,  and  mechanical  pursuits,  were  liberated 
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upon  their  taking  an  oath  not  to  act  in  hostility  against  the  United 
States  Government  during  the  pending  difficulties,  and  were  afforded 
safe  conduct  to  the  mainland.  The  captain  of  the  schooner  Olive 
declining  to  take  the  oath,  has  been  retained,  though  neither  the 
schooner  nor  the  cargo  of  his  vessel  can  be  sent  north.  The  oath 
administered  to  the  prisoners,  and  their  names,  are  herewith  enclosed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Commander ,  U  8.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Blockading  Squadron ,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Combined,  attack  upon  Fort  McRee ,  off  Pensacola ,  Fla.,  November 

22  and  23,  1861. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  TJ  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  November  25,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  22d  instant  a  com¬ 
bined  attack  was  made  upon  the  rebels  at  this  place  by  Colonel  Brown, 
of  Fort  Pickens,  and  the  U.  S.  steamers  Niagara  and  Richmond,  under 
my  command. 

'By  previous  arrangement  the  ships  were  to  attack  Fort  McRee  and 
the  adjoining  water  batteries.  I  had  therefore  lightened  this  ship  as 
much  as  possible  by  sending  down  and  landing  the  topgallant  masts, 
together  with  all  the  spare  spars,  hoisting  out  all  the  boats,  and  placing 
the  howitzers  in  them  in  readiness  for  service,  and,  as  she  had  but  little 
coal  or  provisions  on  board,  succeeded  in  reducing  her  draft  to  21  feet 
10  inches. 

During  the  night  of  the  21st  instant  a  position  had  been  selected  and 
a  buoy  placed  in  1  fathoms  water,  and  on  the  following  morning  at 
10  o’clock,  at  the  firing  of  the  first  gun  from  the  fort  (the  signal  agreed 
upon),  the  Niagara  stood  in,  followed  by  the  Richmond,  and  both  ships 
came  to  anchor  with  springs  on  their  cables,  the  Niagara,  in  1  fathoms 
and  the  Richmond  in  20  feet  water,  Fort  McRee  bearing  from  the 
Niagara  about  north,  distant  2  miles. 

We  immediately  opened  fire,  but  finding  the  shells  from  the  Niagara 
fell  short,  boats  were  sent  out  to  sound,  and  a  buoy  placed  in  23  feet 
water,  near  to  the  edge  of  the  shoal,  distant  from  1  ort  McRee  about 

If  miles.  , 

At  ten  minutes  after  12  o’clock  we  weighed,  stood  in  to  the  buoy, 
anchored,  and  sprung  the  starboard  broadside  to  bear.  Our  tire  was 
then  resumed  with  marked  effect,  many  of  our  shells  falling  directly 
into  the  sand  battery  and  fort,  and  several  apparently  passing  through 

the  wall.  , 

At  3:15  p.  m.  the  sand  battery  was  silenced  for  the  day  by  the  cross 

tire  from  the  ships  and  fort. 

The  barbette  guns  of  McRee  were  silenced  almost  immediately  after 
opening  fire,  and  the  fire  from  the  casemate  guns  was  gradually  slack¬ 
ened  till  at  5  p.  m.  it  was  silenced  entirely. 

That  the  injury  to  McRee  must  be  very  considerable  is  proved  by 
the  fact  that  not  a  gun  was  fired  from  that  fort  during  the  second 
day’s  bombardment. 
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The  Richmond,  owing  to  her  light  draft  of  water,  was  able  to  take 
a  position  closer  to  the  northern  shore  than  the  Niagara ,  and  so  far  in 
the  rear  of  both  fort  and  battery  that  their  guns  could  not  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  her.  For  several  hours  she  escaped  without  a  shot,  but 
in  the  afternoon  a  masked  battery  among  the  sand  hills  on  the  main¬ 
land,  back  of  the  lagoon,  opened  upon  her.  Finding  that  the  rebels 
were  getting  her  range,  she  changed  her  position,  and  shortly  after, 
fearing  that  she  had  been  struck,  and  perceiving  that  her  shells  fell 
considerably  short  of  the  enemy,  I  signaled  her  to  drop  out  of  the  line 
of  tire.  The  guns  in  this  masked  battery  were,  I  think,  rifled,  and  of 
very  heavy  caliber,  throwing  shells  over  and  considerably  beyond  her. 

About  G  p.  m.  a  sudden  squall  came  up  from  the  northward  and 
westward,  the  wind  blowing  very  fresh,  with  heavy  rain. 

This  caused  a  fall  m  the  tide,  and,  the  ship  touching  the  bottom,  we 
were  obliged  to  weigh  as  quickly  as  possible  and  standout  into  deeper 
water  for  the  night. 

The  enemy  availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  repair  the  sand 
battery  and  mount  in  it  several  guns  of  heavy  caliber. 

At  9  a.  m.  on  the  following  morning,  the  wind  still  fresh  from  the 
northward  and  westward,  we  again  got  underway,  stood  in,  anchored 
in  4  fathoms  water  (there  beingsome  swell),  and  opened  fire.  This  was 
returned  briskly  from  the  sand  battery.  Finding  that  our  shells  fell 
short,  ceased  firing  (and  as  the  buoy  which  we  had  placed  on  the  pre¬ 
vious  evening  to  mark  our  position  had  been  blown  adrift  during  the 
night), _  sent  boats  to  sound,  weighed,  and  stood  closer  in,  anchoring 
in  ^23  feet  water,  again  opening  our  fire.  Our  shells,  however,  still 
fell  short.  As  it  was  impossible  to  get  any  closer  (the  ship  touching 
the  bottom  occasionally),  I  careened  her  as  much  as  possible,  to  obtain 
more  elevation,  increased  the  charges,  and  spent  more  than  an  hour  in 
trying  every  possible  expedient  to  make  our  shot  reach,  but  without 
success. 

During  this  time  the  shells  of  the  enemy  were  falling  thick  about 
and  passing  oyer  us,  some  going  far  beyond.  I  therefore  deemed  it 
my  duty  to  withdraw  the  ship,  as  to  have  retained  our  position  wToukl 
have  been  to  expose  both  her  and  the  crew  to  serious  injury,  with  no 
possible  advantage.  Our  not  being  able  to  get  within  range  was  owino- 
to  the  fact  that  the  northerly  wind  had  lowered  the  water  and  was 
directly  in  face  of  our  fire. 

The  Richmond  having  expended  her  20-second  fuzes  on  the  previous 
day,  and  being  satisfied  that  her  guns  were  outranged  by  those  of  the 
enemy,  I  deemed  it  best  that  she  should  not  join  in  the  attack. 

Two  shots  struck  this  ship,  one  abaft  the  fore  chains,  lodging 
between  the  outer  and  inner  planking,  the  other  a  little  forward  of  the 
mizzen  chains,  passing  through  the  planking  and  lodging  in  one  of  the 
knees,  starting  both  the  knee  and  the  inner  planking.  The  injury  how¬ 
ever,  is  trifling.  " 

.  The  Richmond  also  received  two  shots.  Onestruck  forward,  shatter¬ 
ing  the  rail  and  hammock  nettings;  the  other  was  a  shell,  which  glanced 
under  her  counter  and  exploded  in  the  water  some  4  feet  below  the 
surface,  breaking  and  pressing  inboard  several  of  her  planks  and  caus¬ 
ing  a  serious  leak. 

The  loss  in  the  engagement  was  1  man  killed  on  board  the  Richmond 
by  a  shot  and  7  slightly  wounded  by  the  splinters.  The  Niagara 
though  so  much  exposed,  especially  on  the  second  day,  escaped 
entirely.  1 
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I  would  here  remark  that  the  experience  gained  in  this  affair  has 
convinced  me  that  ships  can  not  operate  effectively  against  forts  and 
earthworks  unless  they  can  approach  within  a  few  hundred  yards. 
Had  the  ships  been  able  to  run  close  in  to  McKee,  our  batteries,  in  my 
opinion,  could  have  demolished  both  it  and  the  sand  battery  in  a  very 
short  time. 

The  principal  object  of  the  bombardment — the  destruction  of  the 
navy  yard — I  am  sorry  to  say,  was  not  accomplished;  but  the  shells 
from  Fort  Pickens  set  fire  to  the  town  of  Warrington,  which  is  com¬ 
pletely  destroyed;  also  the  marine  barracks,  thereby  depriving  the 
enemy  of  comfortable  quarters. 

I  desire  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  fact  that  neither  this  ship  nor 
the  Richmond  were  furnished  by  the  Ordnance  Department  with  any 
fuzes  longer  than  15-second,  nor  am  I  aware  of  there  being  any  in  the 
squadron. 

Had  it  not  been  for  a  supply  of  20-second  fuzes  furnished  by  Colonel 
Brown,  the  ships  could  not  have  aided  in  the  bombardment.  It  is  use¬ 
less  to  furnish  shell  guns  of  long  range  unless  fuzes  to  correspond  are 
provided. 

I  am  greatly  disappointed  in  the  range  of  the  Xl-inch  guns;  for, 
with  an  elevation  of  16  degrees,  the  most  we  could  get  after  careen¬ 
ing  the  ship,  we  could  not  obtain  a  range  of  2  miles. 

I  ordered  a  survey  upon  the  Richmond  (a  copy  of  which  I  herewith 
transmit),  and  shall  send  her  to  Key  West  to  repair  the  injury  from 
the  shot,  and  also  that  received  while  in  the  Mississippi,  as  the  anchor¬ 
age  here  is  too  much  exposed,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  land  her 

guns.  _  ,  . 

I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  notes  furnished  by  Captain  Flhson. 
He  reports  to  me  favorably  of  the  conduct  of  all  on  board  his  ship. 
On  board  this  ship  all  did  their  duty;  both  officers  and  crew  were  in 
high  spirits. 

I  am,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer,  Oorndg.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  .Navy ,  Washington ,  7).  (7. 


Report  of  Captain  Ellison,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Richmond. 

U.  S.  S.  Kichmond, 

Off  Port  Pickens ,  November  lib,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the  action  with  the  rebel 
batteries  on  the  22d  instant  this  ship  had  1  man  killed  and  i  w ounded. 

A  concussio..  "’hell  struck  the  ship  and  exploded  on  the  starboard 
side,  forward  of  the  mizzen.  chains,  4  feet  below  the  water’s  edge, 
breaking  entirely  off  two  planks  between  the  timbers  and  causing  a 
very  serious  leak.  She  was  also  struck  abaft  the  fore  rigging,  break- 
ing  the  swinging-boom  rail  and  completely  shivering  the  hammock 
nettings,  passing  through  on  the  port  side,  breaking  oft  the  rail  and 
injuring  the  netting.  A  piece  of  canvas  covered  with  felt  and  satu¬ 
rated  with  tar  has  been  applied  to  the  outside  of  the  leak,  and  from  the 
inside  the  planking  has  been  wedged  out,  and  the  opening  has  been 
filled  in  with  oakum  and  tallow. 
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The  ship  makes  1  foot  of  water  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  can  be 
kept  free  with  the  pumps,  but  any  accident  happening  to  them  might 
prove  serious  to  the  ship. 

Lying  in  smooth  water,  with  little  or  no  sea,  the  leak  is,  of  course, 
very  much  less  than  it  would  be  under  different  circumstances. 

The  wounded  men  are  all  rapidly  recovering,  I  am  happy  to  say, 
and  will  probably  return  to  their  duty  in  a  few  days. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  Ellison, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Comdg.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Additional  report  of  Captain  Ellison,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Richmond,  com¬ 
mending  the  conduct  of  his  officers  and  crew,  and  transmitting  notes  of  the  action. 

U.  S.  S.  RICHMOND, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  November  25,  1861. 

Sir:  Herewith  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  notes 
made  by  my  aid,  Mr.  H.  Walton  Grinnell,  of  New  York,  during  the 
action  of  the  22d  instant.  They  are  very  full,  and  embrace  every 
incident  worthy  of  note. 

The  valuable  assistance  of  this  young  gentleman  to  me  in  carrying 
my  orders  and  the  accuracy  of  their  execution  deserve  my  warmest 
praise,  and  I  trust  his  application  for  a  warrant  as  a  midshipman  may 
receive  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Navy  Department. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  evinced  the  highest  order  of 
coolness  and  gallantry,  and  no  more  confusion  or  excitement  prevailed 
than  in  ordinary  target  practice  or  general  exercise  of  the  guns. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  Ellison, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Kichmond, 

Off  Pensacola  Bar ,  November  22,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  you  the  following  rough  notes 
on  the  action  of  to-day: 

At  9:55  a.  m.  Fort  Pickens  and  batteries  opened  tire  upon  the  nav}r 
yard,  etc.;  at  10  we  got  underway;  at  10:10  beat  to  quarters;  at  10:20 
Fort  McKee  opened  tire  on  the  fleet,  shot  falling  short;  at  10:35 
spoke  the  flag-officer;  at  10:45  let  go  the  stream  anchor  with  a  spring 
and  brought  the  starboard  broadside  to  bear  upon  the  enemy;  at  11 
a.  m.  fired  forecastle  gun  and  the  starboard  battery,  our  shot  falling 
short;  at  11:30  our  shot  began  to  take  effect  on  the  fort,  the  enemy’s 
shell  falling  short;  at  12:05  tiring  forecastle  gun  only,  with  20-second 
shell  and  hollow  shot;  at  12:25  p.  m.  a  masked  battery  opened  tire 
upon  us  from  the  woods  to  the  westward  of  Fort  McRee;  at  12:50 
eased  our  spring  cable;  at  12:55  piped  one  watch  to  dinner;  at  2:40 
still  filing  delibeiately  at  both  the  battery  and  fort,  shot  doing;  some 
execution;  at  2:45  the  buildings  outside  of  the  fort  discovered  to  be  on 
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fire;  at  3  p.  m.  a  shot  from  the  masked  battery  struck  this  ship 
between  wind  and  water,  between  the  main  and  mizzen  chains,  the  leak 
discovered  in  the  starboard  spirit  room;  at  3:20  the  tire  from  the 
masked  battery  quite  rapid,  Fort  McKee  silent;  at  4:20  p.  m.  a  shot 
from  the  battery  struck  this  ship  by  No.  2  gun,  killing  the  captain  of 
the  gun,  wounding  7  men,  breaking  the  swinging  boom,  and  shatter¬ 
ing  the  rail  and  hammock  nettings,  etc;  at  4:30  the  tire  from  the  bat¬ 
tery  very  accurate,  the  shell  bursting  near  and  around  us;  at  4:55  p.  m. 
the  flag-officer  made  signal  1218;  at  5  p.  m.  hove  up  anchor,  gave  the 
battery  our  full  starboard  battery,  and  stood  for  the  flagship;  at  5:05 
the  flag-officer  made  signal  222;  at  5:10  beat  retreat;  at  5:15  spoke 
the  flag-officer;  at  6  p.  m.  anchored  in  fathoms  of  water. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walton  Grinnell, 
Acting  Master’s  Mate  and  Aid  to  Captain. 

Captain  F.  B.  Ellison. 

U.  S'.  S'.  Richmond. 


Report  of  a  board  of  survey  on  the  injuries  sustained  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  November  $5,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  within  order,  we  have  held  a  careful  survey 
on  the  steamer  Richmond  and  find  the  injuries  sustained  l)}’  her  in  the 
attack  on  Fort  McKee  and  the  neighboring  sand  hatteries  to  consist 
of  two  shot  holes,  one  over  No.  3  starboard  gun,  cutting  entirely 
through  her  swinging  boom  and  the  main  rail  in  the  center  of  the  port 
and  passing  through  the  opposite  port.  Also  a  shot  hole  under  the 
starboard  quarter,  about  4  feet  under  water,  causing  a  bad  leak  bjr 
crushing  in  the  outer  planking  between  two  of  the  timbers  on  a  line 
with  the  after  orlop  deck  beams. 

In  our  opinion  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to  take  out  the  guns, 
but  we  are  of  opinion  that  by  selecting  a  smooth-water  harbor  the  ship 
can  be  tipped  by  the  bow  and  heeled  to  port  so  as  to  make  the  neces- 
sary  repairs  by  using  a  coffer  dam. 

We  are,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  C.  P.  DE  KrAFET, 

Lieutenant. 
Kobt.  L.  May, 

Lieutenant. 
John  Rainbow, 

Carpenter. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Brown,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 

reopening  of  the  attack. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens ,  November  £2,  1861. 

Sir:  We  silenced  McRee  for  at  least  two  hours  and  the  battery  for 
the  same  time.  I  temporarily  silenced  two  others  of  their  batteries, 
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but  they  resumed  their  tire.  I  was  disappointed  in  not  being  able  to 
tire  the  buildings  of  the  navy  yard.  We  disabled  the  Time ,  steamer, 
I  think,  past  recovery.  I  propose  opening  again  in  the  morning,  say 
at  9  o’clock,  or  as  soon  as  you  are  ready.  Suppose  you  commence, 
and  I  will  immediately  follow  suit.  I  send  you  the  fuzes.  1  will 
observe  your  flag. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

Harvey  Brown, 

Colonel ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  McKean, 

Commanding  Naval  Fm'ces. 

P.  S. — I  think  you  or  the  Richmond  overshot.  I  could  not  hoist  a 
flaer,  as  one  was  short  and  the  other  over.  I  have  1  killed,  1  wounded. 

c5  j 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Colonel  Brown,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the 
inability  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Richmond  to  get  within  range. 

November  23,  [1861]. 

Colonel:  I  have  done  my  best  to  get  within  range,  but  the  water  is 
lower  than  it  was  yesterday  and  the  ship  touched  the  bottom  again  this 
morning. 

The  Richmond  is  leaking  very  badly,  and  it  requires  all  of  her 
pumps  to  keep  her  free.  1  shall  be  obliged  to  send  her  to  Key  West. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  Warrington  is  on  fire.  I  hope  it  will  extend 
to  the  navy  yard.  Let  me  know  if  you  have  met  with  any  loss.  If 
you  wish  the  bread  I  will  have  it  landed. 

Wm.  W.  McKean. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  frigate  Niagara. 

November  1861. — Off  Fort  Pickens.  From  8  to  meridian:  Mak¬ 
ing  preparations  for  action.  At  9:55  a.  m.  Fort  Pickens,  as  agreed 
upon,  opened  fire  on  the  rebel  batteries  and  steamers  at  the  navy 
yard.  Hove  up  anchor  and  stood  in  toward  Fort  McRee.  At  10:30 
brought  our  broadside  to  bear  upon  Fort  McRee  and  water  battery  to 
the  left  of  the  fort,  the  Richmond  taking  position  so  as  to  bring  her 
guns  to  bear  upon  the  same.  Rebels  returning  fire.  At  11  ceased 
tiring,  sent  out  a  boat  to  sound.  At  12:15  hove  up  anchor  and  stood 
farther  in  toward  Fort  McRee.  At  12:45  anchored  with  port  anchor 
in  25  feet  of  water  and  sprung  our  broadside  to  bear  as  before. 
Rebels  returning  tire  from  several  heavy  guns.  Fort  Pickens  keeping 
up  a  steady  fire  upon  all  the  batteries  of  the  enemy.  At  3  p.  m.,  a 
number  of  our  shell  having  fallen  in  Fort  McRee,  it  was  completely 
silenced.  Two  of  their  heavy  shot  hulled  the  ship  above  the  water 
line,  one  abaft  the  fore  chain,  other  just  forward  of  the  mizzenmast. 
From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Bombardment  of  the  rebel  batteries  still  continues, 
our  shell  generally  telling  well.  At  4,  several  of  the  batteries  on  the 
mainland  extending  to  the  westward  of  Fort  McRee  opened  upon  the 
ships.  At  4:30  the  Richmond ,  finding  her  berth  too  warm,  stood  out 
to  us.  At  5:30  sand  battery  close  to  Fort  McRee,  suffering  a  heavy 
cross  fire  from  the  ship  and  Fort  Pickens,  was  complete!}'-  silenced. 
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At  6  a  heavy  squall  struck  the  ship,  causing  her  to  thump.  Ceased 
firing,  hove  up  anchor,  and  stood  in.  At  6:30  anchored,  the  ship  hav¬ 
ing  but  14  inches  of  water  under  her  keel.  Toward  evening  struck 
the  bottom  several  times,  there  being  at  this  period  of  the  day  consid¬ 
erable  of  a  swell  on. 

November  23. — At  10:15  a.  m.  hove  up  anchor  and  stood  in 
toward  Fort  McRee  and  opened  lire  on  the  rebel  batteries  with  our 
starboard  guns,  Fort  Pickens  commencing;  rebels  returning  the  fire 
from  all  of  their  batteries.  At  1  p.  m.,  finding  that  our  shell  were 
doing  no  execution,  ceased  firing.  At  2:30  commenced  firing  from 
our  starboard  batter}r,  rebels  returning  fire  with  heavy  rifled  cannon. 
At  3:30,  finding  that  even  with  increased  charges  our  shell  were  all 
falling  short,  and  that  the  ship  commenced  to  thump,  and  that  the 
rebels  were  enabled  to  send  their  shell  beyond  us,  stood  out.  At  4  let 
go  port  anchor.  Fort  Pickens  bombarding  the  rebel  forts,  batteries, 
and  navy  yard.  The  town  of  Warrington  appeared  to  bo  on  fire. 
From  4  to  6  Fort  Pickens  still  bombarding  and  Warrington  on  fire. 
At  6  navy  yard  on  fire.  From  6  to  8  Warrington  still  on  fire,  also  the 
navy  yard.  Firing  from  Fort  Pickens  at  intervals,  also  firing  from 
rebel  lines.  From  8  to  midnight:  h  ort  Pickens  firing  at  intervals  of 
from  ten  to  fifteen  minutes  toward  the  navy  }^ard.  The  town  of  War¬ 
rington  and  a  portion  of  the  navy  yard  wrapped  in  flames. 


Report  of  Colonel  H.  Brown,  Fifth.  United  States  Artillery,  commanding  Department  of 

Florida. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens,  November  25,  1861. 

General:  *  *  *  Having  invited  Flag-Officer  McKean  to  coop¬ 

erate  with  me  in  attacking  the  rebels,  and  to  which  he  gave  a  ready 
and  cordial  assent,  I,  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  opened  my  batteries 
on  the  enemy,  to  which  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour  he  responded 
from  his  numerous  forts  and  batteries,  extending  from  the  navy  yard 
to  Fort  McRee,  a  distance  of  about  4  miles,  the  whole  nearly  equidis¬ 
tant  from  this  fort  and  on  which  line  he  has  two  forts — McRee  and 
Barrancas — and  fourteen  separate  batteries,  containing  from  one  to 
four  guns,  many  of  them  being  X-inch  Columbiads  and  some  XII  and 
XIII  inch  seacoast  mortars,  the  distance  varying  from  2,100  to  2,900 
yards  from  this  fort.  At  the  same  time  of  my  opening  Flag-Officer 
McKean,  in  the  Niagara,  and  Captain  Ellison,  in  the  Richmond,  took 
position  as  near  to  Fort  McRee  as  the  depth  of  water  would  permit, 
but  which,  unfortunately,  was  not  sufficiently  deep  to  give  full  effect 
to  their  powerful  batteries.  They,  however,  kept  up  a  spirited  tire 
upon  the  fort  and  adjacent  batteries  during  the  whole  day.  My  fire 
was  incessant  from  the  time  of  opening  until  it  was  too  dark  to  see,  at 
a  rate  of  a  shot  from  each  gun  every  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  the  fire 
of  the  eneni3r  being  somewhat  slower.  By  noon  the  guns  of  Fort 
McRee  were  all  silenced  but  one,  and  three  hours  before  sunset  this 
fort  and  the  adjoining  battery  ceased  to  fire.  *  *  *  We  reduced 

very  perceptibly  the  fire  of  Barrancas,  entirely  silenced  that  in  the 
navy  yard  and  in  one  or  two  of  the  other  batteries.  *  *  * 

The  next  morning  I  again  opened  about  the  same  hour,  the  navy, 
unfortunately  (owing  to  a  reduction  in  the  depth  of  water  caused  by  a 
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change  of  wind),  not  being  able  to  get  as  near  as  yestei day,  conse¬ 
quently  the  distance  was  too  great  to  be  effectual.  My  fire  this  day 
was  less  rapid  and,  I  think,  more  efficient  than  that  of  yestei  day. 
Fort  McRee,  so  effectually  silenced  yesterday,  did  not  fire  again 
to-day.  We  silenced  entirely  one  or  two  guns  and  had  one  of  ours 
disabled  by  a  shot  coming  through  the  embrasure..  About  3  o  clock 
fire  was  communicated  to  one  of  the  houses  in  W  arrington  and  shoitly 
after  to  the  church  steeple.  The  church  and  the  whole  village  being 
immediately  in  the  rear  of  some  rebel  batteries  (they  apparently  having 
placed  them  purposely  directly  in  front  of  the  largest  and  most  valuable 
buildings),  the  fire  rapidly  communicated  to  the  other  buildings  along 
the  street  until  probably  two-thirds  of  it  was  consumed,  and  about  the 
same  time  fire  was  discovered  issuing  from  the  back  part  of  the  navy 
yard,  probably  in  Woolsey,  a  village  to  the  north  and  immediately 
adjoining  the  yard,  as  Warrington  does  on  the  west.  Finally,  it  pene¬ 
trated  to  the  yard,  and,  as  it  continued  to  burn  brightly  all  night,  I 
concluded  that  either  in  it  or  in  Woolsey  many  buildings  were 
destroyed.  Very  heavy  damage  was  also  done  to  the  buildings  of  the 
yard  by  the  avalanche  of  shot,  shell,  and  splinters  showered  unceas¬ 
ingly  on  them  for  two  days,  and  as  they  were  nearly  fireproof  (being 
built  of  brick  and  covered  with  slate),  I  could  not  succeed  in  firing 
them,  neither  my  hot  shot  nor  shells  having  any  power  of  igniting 
them.  The  steamer  Time ,  which  was  at  the  wharf  at  the  time,  was 
abandoned  on  the  first  day  and  exposed  to  our  fire,  which  probably 
entirely  disabled  her. 

******  * 

In  closing,  1  tender  to  Flag-Officer  McKean  and  Captain  Ellison,  of 
the  Navy,  and  to  their  officers  and  crews,  my  best  thanks  for  their 
able  cooperation,  which  would  have  had  the  happiest  results  but  for 
the  unfortunate  fact  that  the  great  draft  of  water  prevented  their  suf¬ 
ficiently  near  approach  to  the  works  of  the  rebels. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Harvey  Brown, 
Colonel ,  Commanding . 

Brigadier-General  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant-  General ,  U.  S.  Army ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


[Telegram] . 

Baltimore,  November  30,  1861 , 

Richmond  Dispatch,  28th,  has  extracts  from  Pensacola  Observer, 
22d,  23d;  says  Pickens  opened  fire  on  rebel  steamers  Time  and  Nelms. 
Both  returned  with  shot  holes,  but  editor  says  not  seriously  damaged. 
Says  Niagara  trying  to  get  over  bar,  but  had  not  succeeded.  Saj^s 
firing  had  not  done  much  damage,  only  2  killed. 

Thinks  Pickens  and  our  ships  must  have  suffered  greatly,  but  from 
manner  in  which  editor  abuses  Captain  Brown,  judge  the  enemy  were 
suffering  severely.  Accounts  leave  battle  still  going  on.  Fight  com¬ 
menced  Friday,  was  renewed  Saturday;  no  particulars  given,  but 
great  amount  of  bragging,  boasting  of  what  would  be  final  result. 

Fulton. 


G.  V.  Fox. 
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Report  of  Major-General  Bragg,  C,  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Pensacola, 

Near  Pensacola ,  Fla. ,  November  25,  1861. 

Sir:  As  you  were  advised  by  telegraph  at  9:30  a.  m.  on  the  22d,  the 
enemy  opened  tire  on  our  lines  without  notice  from  Fort  Pickens  and 
his  sand  batteries.  Shortly  thereafter  his  two  large  naval  steamers  off 
our  harbor  took  up  position  and  joined  in  the  conflict.  We  responded 
from  such  of  our  guns  as  were  best  calculated  to  damage  him  in  a 
contest  at  long  range.  His  tire  was  first  directed  on  the  navy  yard, 
where  our  transportation  steamer  had  just  arrived  heavily  loaded,  but 
in  a  short  time  our  whole  line  was  enveloped  in  a  terrific  fire,  which 
was  kept  up  without  intermission  until  darkness  put  an  end  to  it. 
Fort  McRee  seemed  to  be  the  main  point  of  attack,  the  ships,  the 
heaviest  out  batteries,  and  a  large  portion  of  Fort  Pickens  devoting 
their  entire  time  to  it.  Knowing  the  condition  of  it,  I  felt  great 
apprehension,  but  was  strengthened  in  my  hope  b}T  the  confidence  I 
had  in  its  noble  commander,  Colonel  Villepigue,  and  his  brave  garri¬ 
son  of  Georgians  and  Mississippians. 

Our  casualties  for  the  day,  thanks  to  the  enemy’s  wild  firing,  were 
only  9  wounded — 2  mortally,  2  severely,  and  5  slightly,  Colonel  Ville¬ 
pigue  among  the  latter.  Five  valuable  lives  were  lost  in  addition 
near  Fort  McRee  by  an  unfortunate  accident. 

The  conflict  was  renewed  at  10  a.  m.  the  next  day  and  continued  on 
our  part  until  dark,  by  the  enemy  until  12  at  night,  a  few  random  shots 
only  being  fired  after  that  until  4  a.  m.,when  a  single  X-inch  shell 
from  our  side  announced  our  wakefulness,  but  respect  for  the  Sabbath 
and  quiet  reigned.  The  firing  was  steady  and  regular  for  the  whole  clajq 
only  one  ship  being  engaged,  the  other  apparently  crippled.  Thanks 
to  the  prudent  care  of  their  officers,  the  wild  firing  of  the  enemy,  and, 
above  all,  to  the  visible  and  acknowledged  preservation  of  a  merciful 
Providence,  not  a  casualty  occurred  for  the  whole  day. 

Yesterday  and  to-day  the  enemy  has  not  renewed  the  contest,  and  for 
reasons  which  the  Department  will  appreciate  it  is  not  my  policy  to 
do  so.  Their  ships,  both  crippled,  are  withdrawn  to  their  former 
anchorage,  a  miserable  failure  being  their  rewai'd  for  commencing  an 
engagement  without  notice  by  firing  into  houses  they  knew  to  be 
occupied  by  women  and  children  and  closing  it  by  disgracefully  vio- 
lating.the  hospital  flag,  in  accordance  with  a  former  barbarous  threat. 

When  the  more  circumstantial  reports  of  subordinates  are  received, 
the  Department  shall  have  a  detailed  account  of  the  whole,  when  I  will 
endeavor  to  do  justice  to  individuals  and  corps.  It  will  suffice  to  say 
now  that  the  conduct  of  my  gallant  little  army  fully  equaled  the  high 
expectation  I  had  formed  of  it.  To  Brigadier-Generals  R.  Id.  Ander¬ 
son  and  A.  H.  Gladden  I  am  indebted  for  able  support  and  prudent 
counsel  during  the  whole  time,  and  the  army  will  pardon  the  single 
exception  I  make  in  giving  credit  at  this  time  to  Colonel  John  B.  Vil¬ 
lepigue  and  his  Georgians  and  Mississippians  for  their  heroic  defense 
of  Fort  McRee. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Braxton  Bragg, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Adjutant-General  C.  S.  Army, 

Richmond,  Va. 

SO 
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Second  Report  of  Major-General  Bragg,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Pensacola, 

Near  Pensacola,  Fla.,  December  1861. 

Sir:  *  *  *  i  am  enabled  to  give  you  a  more  detailed  account  of 

our  recent  passage  at  arms  with  the  enemy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  of  November,  about  9:30  o’clock,  he 
opened  fire  from  Fort  Pickens  and  all  his  outer  batteries  without  the 
slightest  warning.  His  first  shots  were  directed  principally  upon  the 
navy  yard  and  Fort  McRee,  the  former  known  to  be  occupied  by 
women  and  children  and  non  combatants,  and  used  by  us  for  defensive 
purposes  only.  In  less  than  half  an  hour  we  were  responding  and  the 
enemy  distributed  his  lire  on  our  whole  line. 

Soon  after  the  enemy  opened,  two  large  naval  steamers,  supposed  to 
be  the  Niagara  and  Hartford  [Richmond],  took  position  due  west  from 
Fort  McRee  and  within  good  range,  from  whence  they  poured  in 
broadsides  of  the  heaviest  metal  throughout  the  dajL  From  the 
defective  structure  of  Fort  McRee  it  was  unable  to  return  this  terrific 
fire  with  any  effect.  *  *  * 

Toward  evening  our  sand  batteries  appeared  to  have  crippled  the 
Hartford  [Richmond],  and  she  drew  off  and  did  not  again  join  in  the 
combat.  Darkness  closed  the  contest,  which  had  lasted  for  more  than 
eight  hours  without  an  intermission.  For  the  number  and  caliber  of 
guns  and  weight  of  metal  brought  into  action  it  will  rank  with  the 
heaviest  bombardment  in  the  world.  It  was  grand  and  sublime.  *  *  * 

A  dark  cloud,  accompanied  by  rain  and  wind,  at  G  o’clock  so  obscured 
the  night  as  to  enable  us  to  withdraw  in  safet}T  our  transport  steamers 
which  had  been  caught  at  the  navy  yard.  The  gunboat  Nelms ,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Manston,  Louisiana  Infantry,  commanding,  was  also  at  the  yard 
when  the  firing  commenced,  but  she  w  s  gallantly  backed  out  and 
proceeded  to  Pensacola  unharmed.  The  fire  of  the  enemy,  though 
terrific  in  sound  and  fury,  proved  to  have  been  only  slightly  damaging, 
except  to  McRee.  From  Fort  Pickens  and  the  sand  batteries  we  sus¬ 
tained  very  little  injury.  From  the  shipping,  which  fired  with  much 
greater  accuracy,  the  fort  and  garrison  of  McRee  suffered  more. 

Our  loss  from  the  enemy’s  shot  was  21  wounded,  1  mortally,  who 
died  that  night.  *  *  *  By  the  caving  in  of  a  defective  magazine, 

badly  planned  and  constructed,  we  had  6  other  gallant  men  smothered. 
*  *  *  qu1.  women  and  children  escaped  through  a  shower  of  balls 

without  an  accident.  *  *  *  It  was  not  our  policy  to  keep  up  this 

unequal  contest  at  long  range,  so  we  awaited  the  enemy’s  fire  the  next 
morning. 

At  about  10:30  he  again  opened,  though  much  more  slowly,  and 
with  only  one  ship.  We  responded,  as  before,  with  caution  and  delib¬ 
eration.  Their  fire  was  so  much  slackened  that  our  apprehension  about 
McRee  was  greatly  relieved,  and  our  sand  batteries  played  with  a  better 
prospect  of  success  against  the  remaining  ship.  Toward  evening,  the 
enemy  finding  all  his  efforts  foiled,  that  our  guns  were  not  silenced 
and  McRee  not  reduced,  as  he  had  predicted,  turned  upon  the  hospital 
and  put  several  shot  into  the  empty  building  (the  sick  having  all  been 
removed  in  anticipation  of  this  barbarous  act).  The  evacuation,  how¬ 
ever,  was  not  known  to  them.  All  the  appearance  of  occupation  was 
kept  up;  the  yellow  flag  was  still  flying.  After  this  he  poured  hot 
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shot  and  shell  into  the  empty  dwellings  of  noncombatants  in  the  vil¬ 
lages  of  Warrington  and  Woolsey,  by  which  considerable  portions  of 
each  were  burned.  The  navy  3rard,  too,  received  a  large  supply  of 
these  shot  and  a  shower  of  mortar  shells  until  past  midnight,  but  only 
one  unimportant  building  was  fired,  though  many  houses  were  struck 
and  more  or  less  damaged.  *  *  *  Not  a  casualty  occurred  in  the 

whole  army  for  the  da}7.  Our  fire  ceased  at  dark,  excdpt  an  occasional 
shell,  as  a  warning  that  we  were  on  the  alert,  the  last  shot  being  ours, 
about  4  a.  m.  on  the  24th.  *  *  * 

As  they  did  not  renew  the  action,  and  drew  off  with  their  ships  in  a 
crippled  condition,  our  lire  was  not  reopened  on  Fort  Pickens,  to  dam¬ 
age  which  is  not  our  object.  A  fair  challenge,  however,  was  offered 
them  on  the  27th,  when  a  small  rowboat,  attempting  to  enter  the  har¬ 
bor,  was  fired  on  by  us  and  abandoned  by  them.  Several  of  our 
shots  necessarily  passed  very  near  their  works,  but  they  declined  our 
invitation. 

•X'  vr  "X*  -X*  ■X"  *X*  •X* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Braxton  Bragg, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Adjutant-General, 

Richmond,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

O’Bannonville,  [Fla.],  November  88,  1861. 
The  enemy  commenced  firing  on  us  at  9:30  this  morning.  We  are 
slowly  and  cautiously  returning  the  fire. 

Braxton  Bragg. 

S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant-  General ,  Richmand. 


[Telegram.] 

O’Bannonville,  November  88,  1861- — 1:30 p.  m. 
Bombardment  continues  heavy  from  the  enemy,  but  his  firing  is 
wild.  Ours  slow  and  deliberate.  Nobody  hurt  and  no  damage  done. 
Niagara  and  Colorado  [ Richmond ]  firing  on  McKee.  No  other  ships 
here. 

Braxton  Bragg. 

S.  Cooper. 


[Telegram.] 

O’Bannonville,  November  88,  1861. 

Darkness  and  a  rain  storm  have  stopped  the  firing.  Enemy’s  fire 
not  effective.  Our  casualties  this  evening1,  4  killed  and  10  wounded, 
mostly  at  Fort  McRee. 

Braxton  Bragg. 

General  S.  Cooper. 
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[Telegram.] 

O’Bannonville,  November  %3 ,  1861 — 6  j>.  m. 

Bombardment  just  ceased.  Continued  through  the  day  very  delib¬ 
erately  on  both  sides.  We  kept  the  ships  at  a  respectful  distance, 
and  McKee  has  not  suffered.  Yesterday’s  damages  mostly  repaired. 
Colonel  Yillepigue  is  wounded  in  the  arm  by  fragment  of  a  shell,  but 
maintains  his  post  manfully  in  command  at  McRee.  Town  of  War¬ 
rington  now  on  fire  from  hot  shot.  Navy  yard  not  much  damaged. 
Not  a  casualty  for  the  day.  Our  troops  in  the  highest  spirits.  Our 
difficulty  is  to  restrain  them. 

Braxton  Bragg. 

General  S.  Cooper. 


[Telegram.] 


Richmond,  November  1861. 

Your  dispatch  to  General  S.  Cooper  received.  We  are  greatly 
cheered  by  your  steady  and  successful  defense  up  to  the  present  time. 
Lieutenant  W.  L.  Powell,  of  the  Navy,  a  first-class  artillerist,  has 
been  appointed  colonel  in  Provisional  Army  and  ordered  to  report  to 
you,  that  you  may  assign  him  to  command  of  one  of  the  forts  at 
Mobile. 


General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Pensacola . 


J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Telegram.] 

O'Bannonville,  November  £5,  1861 — 1  j>.  m. 

The  enemy  seems  to  be  satisfied  and  does  not  reopen  fire.  They 
have  fired  into  our  hospital,  but  my  sick  had  all  been  removed.  Many 
hot  shot  and  innumerable  shells  thrown  into  navy  yard  with  compara¬ 
tively  little  damage. 

Braxton  Bragg. 

S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant-  General ,  Richmond. 


Extract  of  letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Major 

Pickett,  C.  S.  Army. 


Sir: 

*  *  44- 


Department  of  State, 
Richmond ,  November  30 ,  1861. 

*  *  *  * 


On  the  22d  instant  Fort  Pickens  opened  fire  on  the  Confederate  for¬ 
tifications  at  Pensacola  and  continued  it  from  9  a.  m.  till  6  p.  m.  of 
that  day.  It  was  renewed  on  the  23d  and  24th,  our  batteries  under 
General  Bragg  responding  throughout  the  engagement.  At  4  o’clock 
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on  the  morning  of  the  24th  the  tiring  ceased.  The  damage  to  the 
enemy  is  not  known.  On  our  side  4  are  reported  killed  and  10  wounded. 
A  dispatch  from  General  Bragg  dated  November  25,  1  o’clock  p.  m., 
and  received  at  the  War  Department  says,  “The  enemy  seems  to  be 
satisfied  and  does  not  reopen  their  fire.  They  have  fired  into  my  hos¬ 
pital,  but  my  sick  had  all  been  removed.  Many  hot  shot  and  innumer¬ 
able  shells  were  thrown  into  the  navy  yard  with  comparatively  little 
damage.” 

I  send  you  enclosed,  marked  “A,”  a  copy  of  Mr.  Cameron’s  instruc¬ 
tions  to  the  commanders  of  the  Southern  expedition,  from  which  you 
will  observe  that  servile  insurrection  and  pillage  are  to  be  employed  by 
our  enemy  in  the  prosecution  of  their  war  upon  the  Confederate  States. 

You  will  receive  herewith,  marked  “  B,”  copies  of  the  official  accounts 
of  the  recent  victories  achieved  by  our  arms  at  Leesburg,  Va.,  and  at 
Belmont,  Mo. 

I  send  you  also  herewith,  marked  “C,”  copies  of  the  message  of  the 
President  to  Congress,  which  reassembled  in  this  city  on  the  18th  instant. 

1  remain,  sir,  respectfully,  yours, 

Wm.  M.  Browne, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 

John  T.  Pickett,  Esq. 


Order  of  Flag- Office/'  McKean,  If.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Smith , 

U.  S.  Navy ,  giving  information  regarding  movements  of  a  steame/'. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  November  1861. 

Sir:  I  received  from  Captain  L.  M.  Powell  (by  the  National  Guard) 
the  following  information,  viz:  On  the  morning  of  the  18th  instant, 
a  very  long,  three-masted  steamer  was  seen  from  the  Potomac ,  at 
anchor  about  12  miles  to  the  southeast.  The  Water  Witch  was  repair¬ 
ing  her  machinery  at  the  time,  and  before  she  could  start  the  stranger 
moved  off  to  the  southwest.  On  the  evening  of  the  19th  instant,  at  8 
p.  m..  a  steamer  was  seen  in  the  offing,  bearing  E.  S.  E.  from  the 
Potomac.  Again,  on  the  20th,  a  three-masted  vessel  was  seen  far  in 
the  offing,  under  sail,  but,  from  the  great  distance  between  her  fore 
and  main  masts,  was  thought  to  be  the  same  steamer  seen  on  the  18th 
instant. 

I  also  learned  from  the  commander  of  the  Guard  that  as  he  passed 
the  inlet  between  Dauphin  and  Horn  islands,  he  saw  a  small  steamer 
and  a  pilot  boat,  which  were  evidently  on  the  lookout  for  vessels 
bound  in,  and  seemed  at  first  to  mistake  him  for  a  friend.  He  tried 
to  decoy  them  with  some  merchant  signals,  but  was  not  successful. 
From  the  great  distance  between  her  masts  this  steamer  may  be  the 
Sumter,  trying  to  get  in;  nothing  could  please  me  so  much  as  her 
capture  by  a  vessel  belonging  to  this  squadron. 

You  will,  therefore,  whenever  the  services  of  the  Cuyler  are  not 
essential  in  the  sound,  keep  her  cruising  between  Ship  Island  and 
Mobile,  and  instruct  her  commander  to  keep  a  special  guard  over  the 
east  and  west  passages  of  Horn  Island. 

I  shall  direct  the  commander  of  the  Montgomery  to  touch  at  Ship 
Island  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  some  X-inch  shells  from  your 
vessel.  Be  pleased  to  furnish  what  he  requires. 
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1  have  instructed  the  commander  of  the  Connecticut  to  deliver  to 
you  some  picks  and  shovels  for  use  at  Ship  Island.  I  will  send  by  the 
first  opportunity  some  lime  from  Fort  Pickens. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag -Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Commander  M.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts,  Mississippi  Sound. 


Circular  No. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

November  25,  1861. 

Commanding-  officers  while  blockading  will  be  particularly  careful 
to  conceal  as  far  as  possible  the  lights  of  the  ships  under  their  com¬ 
mand,  and  will  never  show  a  light  except  in  cases  of  necessity.  Infor¬ 
mation  has  reached  the  Department  that  some  of  the  blockading  vessels 
frequently  keep  a  light  hoisted  at  the  peak. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Cmnmanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Powell,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  service  for  certain  vessels. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  November  25,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  communication*  of  the  20th  instant  is  received.  The 
steamer  seen  from  your  ship  may  possibly  have  been  the  Sumter,  as 
she  is  reported  to  have  great  space  between  her  fore  and  main  masts. 

I  have  instructed  Commander  Smith  whenever  the  services  of  the 
Cuyler  are  not  essential  in  the  sound,  to  keep  her  cruising  between 
Ship  Island  and  Mobile. 

I  have  ordered  Commander  Cicero  Price,  in  the  steamer  Huntsville, 
to  report  to  you  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  blockade.  Upon  the 
arrival  of  the  Huntsville,  you  will  be  pleased  to  dispatch  the  Water 
Witch,  without  delay,  with  instructions  to  her  commander  to  report  to 
me  at  this  place.  Should  you  have  any  on  board,  be  pleased  to  furnish 
Commander  Price  with  grape  and  canister  shot  for  his  light  32-pound- 
ers,  also  with  cartridges  for  his  pivot  gun,  should  he  need  them. 

The  Huntsville  has  a  condenser,  and  will  be  able  occasionally  to  sup¬ 
ply  I'Ou  with  water,  but  she  must  be  kept  in  readiness  at  all  times  to 
start  in  pursuit  of  any  vessel  that  may  appear  in  sight.  -  . 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag -Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  L.  M.  Powell, 

Commanding  U  S.  Frigate  Potomac,  off  Mobile. 


*  See  order  24th,  McKean  to  Smith. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Quackenbush,U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  JJ.  S.  S.  Delaware ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the 
Gulf  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  November  25,  1861. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Delaware ,  under  your  command,  is 
ready  for  sea,  you  will  proceed  with  her  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and 
report  to  Flag-Officer  William  W.  McKean  for  dut}r  as  a  part  of  the 
squadron  under  his  command. 

The  Delaware  being  heavily  laden,  you  will  proceed  to  your  desti¬ 
nation  with  great  care,  keeping  near  the  coast  and  touching,  if,  in  your 
opinion,  advisable,  at  the  points  [in]  our  possession  for  the  purpose 
of  making  any  repairs  or  receiving  any  aid  that  may  be  required. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  leaving  Philadelphia  a  muster 
roll  of  the  crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Delaware. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 


Lieutenant  S.  P.  Quaokenbush,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Delaware ,  Philadelphia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- 0 fleer  McKean ,  IT.  S. 
Navy ,  enjoining  vigilance  in  exercising  the  right  of  search  for  the  'pre¬ 
vention  of  illegal  traffic. 

Navy  Department,  November  25 ,  1861. 


Sir:  In  regard  to  the  small  vessels,  chiefly  under  the  English  flag, 
which  are  being  freighted  at  Havana  and  other  points  for  Matamoras, 
with  arms  and  munitions  on  board,  which  you  have  no  doubt  on  enter¬ 
ing  the  Rio  Grande  are  landed  on  the  Texas  side,  asking  instructions 
how  to  proceed  if  their  papers  be  correct,  and  the  vessels  not  out  of 
the  usual  tracks,  and  expressing  an  opinion  that  it  would  be  an  infringe¬ 
ment  of  the  rights  of  neutrals  to  interfere  with  them,  I  would  state 
that  the  belligerent’s  right  of  visitation  and  search  obtains  in  this  strug¬ 
gle,  and  must  be  firmly  maintained. 

You  will  not  be  deterred  from  preventing  such  commerce  as  that 
referred  to  by  any  abuse  of  the  English  or  any  other  flag,  nor  because 
the  vessels  have  fraudulent  papers  or  are  destined  to  a  foreign  or  neu¬ 
tral  port. 

Avoid  giving  unnecessary  offense,  yet  exercise 
proper  discretion,  the  undoubted  belligerent  right  . 

capture,  without  hesitation,  any  vessel  having  arms,  munitions,  oi 
articles  contraband  of  war  which  there  is  good  reason  to  suppose  are 
intended  for  those  waging  war  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  The  abuse  of  a  foreign  flag  or  the  destination  to  a  neutral 
port  must  not  be  permitted  to  shield  the  conveyance  of  arms  or  muni¬ 
tions  to  the  enemy.  . 

You  are  specially  enjoined  to  vigilance  in  order  to  detect  and  pre¬ 
vent  this  traffic  and  to  cut  off  any  aid  that  may  be  thus  improperly 
afforded  to  the  insurgents. 


firmly,  but  with 
of  visitation  and 


I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


(TrrYtfrvNr  Wkt/LES. 


Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean  w  . 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Ley  II  est,  1  La 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  U  S. 
Navy ,  regarding  plans  for  taking  possession  of  Ship  Island. 


Navy  Department,  November  25,  1861. 

Sir:  The  steamer  Constitution  sails  in  a  few  days  with  a  force  to 
take  possession  of  Ship  Island.  You  will  therefore  transfer  to  the 
senior  officer  in  command  of  this  force  possession  of  all  Government 
property  not  actually  required  by  you  for  establishing  a  naval  depot. 
You  will  cooperate  with  this  officer  in  the  protection  of  this  position. 

The  enclosed  letter*  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Department  by 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Trenchard,  and  the  seamen  referred  to  on 
board  the  North  Carolina  have  been  directed  to  be  sent  back  to  the 
Huntsville ,  the  Department  disapproving  of  this  act  of  Commander 
Price,  as  it  had  not  been  sanctioned  by  the  flag-officer. 

The  gunboat  Wissahickon ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  N.  Smith,  and 
Itasca ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  H.  B.  Caldwell,  and  the  screw 
sloop  Brooklyn ,  Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  are  to  join  your  squadron. 
The  two  first  named  will  sail  this  week  and  the  other  will  soon  follow. 

The  propeller  Flambeau ,  which  is  cruising  among  the  Bahamas,  will 
go  to  Key  W est  for  provisions. 

I  herewith  enclose  recent  general  orders  of  the  Department  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  transfer  of  men,  allotments,  and  the  appointment  of  yeomen 
and  paymaster’s  and  surgeon’s  stewards.  A  supply  for  distribution 
to  the  commanders  of  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  has  been  sent  to 
you  under  separate  covers. 

I  am,  respectfully, 


Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Fey  Nest,  Fla. 


Order  of  I  lag-  Officer  McKean,  X  .  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  French, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Preble,  regarding  the  cruising 
ground  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  November  26,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  cruise  in  the  ship  under  your  command  between  Ship 
Island  Shoal  and  Sabine  Pass  until  further  orders.  Commander  T.  D. 
Shaw,  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery ,  is  ordered  to  blockade  Berwick 
Bay.  He  will  occasionally  supply  you  with  water.  Should  he  not  be 
able  to  furnish  you  a  sufficient  quantity,  you  will,  when  necessary, 
pioceed  to  the  South  W  est  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  for  a  supply,  but 
are  only  to  leave  your  cruising  ground  in  case  of  necessity.  About 
the  time  of  the  expected  arrival  of  the  supply  steamer,  you  can  run 
into  Atchafalaya  Bay  or  to  the  anchorage  ott  Galveston,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  obtaining  from  her  a  supply  of  fresh  provisions,  etc.,  and  will 
resume  your  station  as  soon  as  that  is  accomplished. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  AY.  McKean, 

I  lag -Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Commander  H.  French, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  Preble. 


*  Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  McKean ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Ellison ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Richmond ,  to  proceed  to  Key  West  for 

repairs  to  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  November  26,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  ship  under  your  command  to  Ke}7  W est 
for  the  purpose  of  repairing'  the  injury  sustained  during  the  action  of 
the  22d  instant  and  that  received  while  in  the  Mississippi. 

You  will  endeavor  to  tip  the  ship  for  that  purpose,  but  should  you 
not  succeed  in  doing  so,  will  then  land  the  battery  on  the  wharf. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  urge  upon  you  the  great  importance 
of  having  the  repairs  completed  as  soon  as  possible,  as  you  are  well 
aware  that  the  services  of  the  ship  are  much  needed.  Upon  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  repairs  you  will  fill  up  with  coal,  provisions,  and  small 
stores  and  repair  to  this  anchorage,  where  you  will  find  me  or  orders 
for  your  guidance. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  F.  B.  Ellison, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Richmond. 


Order  of  the  Secretary 
Navy ,  commanding  U. 
Squadron. 


of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Downes ,  U.  S. 
S.  S.  Huron ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  Gulf 


Nayy  Department,  November  26,  1861. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  g'unboat  Huron,  under  your  command,  is 
ready  for  sea,  proceed  with  her  with  all  practicable  dispatch  to  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  William  W.  McKean  for  duty  as 
a  part  of  the  squadron  under  his  command. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  from  Boston  a  muster 
roll  of  the  crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Huron. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Lieutenant  John  Downes, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Gunboat  Huron,  Boston. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Drake,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sagamore .] 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Horne,  IT.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Nightingale,  to  proceed  to  duty  in 
the  Gulf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  November  26,  1861. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  ship  Nightingale,  under  your  command, 
has  her  stores  on  board  and  is  otherwise  ready  for  sea,  return  with 
her  with  all  practicable  dispatch  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  report  to 
Flag-Officer  McKean. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Master  David  B.  IIorne, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Ship  Nightingale,  New  York. 
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Report  of  Commander  Smith ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  escape  of  the 

steamer  General  Miramon. 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

At  Ship  Island ,  November  36,  1861. 

Sir:  The  three-masted  steamer  referred  to  in  your  letter  of  the  24th 
instant  was  the  Miramon,  which  did  not,  as  stated  in  the  enclosed 
newspaper  paragraph,  evade  the  vigilance  of  the  blockading  squadron 
during  the  blow  of  the  22d  of  August,  but  was  lightened  and  taken 
through  Grant’s  Pass,  as  the  liberated  prisoners,  citizens  of  Pasca¬ 
goula,  informed  me,  and  they  had  the  best  opportunity  of  knowing,  as 
the  vessel  was  at  anchor  for  a  time  off  that  place. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th  instant  I  steamed  up  to  the  east  end 
of  Ship  Island,  inside,  and  discovered  this  long,  black,  three-masted 
steamer,  square-rigged  forward,  at  anchor  off  Pascagoula,  or  directly 
opposite  the  entrance  of  Horn  Island  Passage. 

Judging  from  her  position  that  she  intended  to  run  the  blockade, 
I  spoke  the  U.  S.  ship  Fearnot ,  then  endeavoring  to  get  an  offing,  and 
directed  her  commander  to  watch  over  her  movements  during  the  day, 
and  at  dark  I  took  the  station  and  stood  off  and  on,  along  the  land, 
keeping  the  passage  in  view. 

On  the  19th  she  was  nowhere  to  be  seen,  and  I  have  since  learned 
through  the  released  prisoners  that  she  was  loaded  with  naval  stores 
and  left  for  Havana  on  the  above  date  by  the  eastern  or  Petit  Pois 
Passage. 

I  am  also  informed  that  the  steamer  carried  no  guns,  as  her  draft  of 
water  was  found  to  be  too  great  to  navigate  the  sound  with  an  arma¬ 
ment.  It  will  afford  me  much  satisfaction  to  turn  her  over  to  you  for 
a  tender  in  about  ten  days,  at  which  time  I  am  anticipating  her  return 
from  Havana  with  arms. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 
Commander,  V .  S.  Navy 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Blockading  Squadron ,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

[Enclosure. — Newspaper  clipping.] 

We  take  the  following  from  the  New  Orleans  Crescent  of  the  22d: 

On  Monday  night,  during  the  blow,  when  the  blockading  squadron  had  about  as 
much  as  they  could  attend  to  taking  care  of  themselves,  the  Miramon  raised  steam 
and  gave  them  the  slip. 

She  is  now  quietly  anchored  at  the  lake  end  of  the  Pontchartrain  Railroad,  and 
though  flying  the  British  flag  at  her  peak,  we  can  readily  imagine  that  the  Confed¬ 
erate  States  will  manage  to  effect  a  change  in  that  particular,  and  have  a  sufficient 
armament  aboard  to  keep  the  lake  clear  of  the  Massachusetts  and  such  like  craft. 


Rej>  ort  of  Lieutenant  Read,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  New 
London,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Ilenry  Lewis  and 
schooner  A.  J.  View. 


U.  S.  S.  New  London, 

Off  Ship  Island,  November  38,  1861. 
Sir:  While  cruising  in  Mississippi  Sound  and  off  Round  Island  (by 
order  of  Commander  Melancton  Smith)  we  fell  in  with  and  captured, 
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at  7  o’clock  a.  m.  the  28th,  the  steamboat  Lewis ,  a  trader  between 
Mobile  and  New  Orleans.  Her  cargo  consisted  of  sugar  and  molasses. 

At  1  p.  m.  fell  in  with  and  took  the  schooner  A.  J.  View ,  loaded 
with  turpentine  and  tar.  From  the  acknowledgment  of  the  captain, 
the  View  intended  to  run  the  blockade  and  proceed  to  Havana  for  a 
market. 

.  Both  the  above  cargoes  are  valuable.  On  this  occasion  Acting  Mas¬ 
ter  George  Wiggin  rendered  most  efficient  service  as  pilot. 

Enclosed  I  transmit  a  prize  list  of  officers  and  men. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Read, 

Lieutenant.  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  regarding  the  capture  by  the  U.  S..S.  New  London  of  the 
schooner  A.  J.  View  and  steamer  Henry  Lewis. 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

At  Ship  Lsland,  November  29,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  of  two  other  captures  made  in  Mississippi 
Sound  by  the  New  London,  under  precisely  the  same  circumstances  as 
those  already  reported  in  my  letter  of  the  26th  instant. 

The  schooner  A.  J.  View,  from  Biloxi,  bound  to  Belize,  Honduras, 
with  a  cargo  of  301  barrels  spirits  turpentine  and  100  kegs  tar,  was 
seized  off  Pascagoula  while  awaiting  a  favorable  opportunity  to  pass 
out  to  sea  by  the  Horn  Island  Pass;  and  the  high-pressure  steamboat 
LLenry  Lewis,  about  350  tons  burden,  was  taken  off  the  same  pent  on 
her  passage  to  Mobile  from  New  Orleans,  laden  with  50  hogsheads 
sugar  and  1,270  barrels  molasses,  a  portion  of  which  was  thrown  over¬ 
board  in  her  attempt  to  escape.  The  schooner  was  provided  with  a 
chronometer  and  all  the  essential  nautical  instruments  and  charts  tor  a 
sea  voyage,  but  the  master  states  that  he  would  not  trust  himself  in 

her  to  make  a  passage  to  the  North.  . 

I  am  engaged  in  landing  the  cargoes  of  the  two  vessels  on  blup 
Island,  and  hope  there  may  be  soon  a  returning  storeship  that  will 
require  these  stores  for  ballast,  as  they  will  suffer  from  exposure  unless 
protected  with  something  better  than  old  sails. 

The  necessary  witnesses  and  papers  have  been  retained,  ancl  the 
balance  of  the  crews,  with  one  passenger,  have  been  liberated  upon 
their  subscribing  to  the  oath  which  is  herewith  enclosed. 

The  schooner  can  be  useful  in  these  waters  with  a  suitable  armament, 
but  I  would  be  pleased  to  receive  your  instructions  in  regard  to  the 
steamboats,  which  require  moorings  for  their  security  which  can  not 
bo  supplied  from  the  resources  of  the  blockading  force  stationed  here. 

Your  instructions  respecting  the  fort  have  been  most  unwillingly 
relinquished,  in  consequence  of  other  pressing  duties  and  for  the  want 
of  nails  and  spikes  which  were  not  obtained  from  the  Guard,  as  it  was 
supposed  that  her  absence  was  temporary,  and  I  would  respectfully 
submit  whether  it  would  bo  good  policy  to  use  the  lumber  on  hand  tor 
platforms  when  it  is  of  proper  dimensions  for  the  roofing  of  case¬ 
mates,  and  when  there  is  brick  sufficient  on  the  premises  to  complete 

the  work. 
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In  the  absence  of  instructions  in  relation  to  persons  of  foreign  birth 
captured  in  prizes,  and  slaves  who  may  thus  accidentally  fall  into  my 
hands,  all  desiring  to  go  North,  I  have  considered  it  my  duty  to  send 
them  forward  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Connecticut ,  and  have  instructed  Com¬ 
mander  Woodhull  to  apply  to  you  for  orders  as  to  their  further 
disposition. 

Six  of  the  colored  individuals  (four  from  the  West  India  Islands  and 
two  from  the  Cape  Verde)  were  taken  by  the  Confederate  authorities 
from  the  ship  Danube ,  of  Portsmouth  N.  H.,  in  Mobile  Bay,  in  May 
last,  the  vessel  confiscated,  and  the  men  imprisoned.  There  were  seven 
more  in  confinement,  and  since  their  liberation  have  been  employed  as 
part  of  the  crew  of  the  steamboat  Ilenry  Lewis.  A  list  of  the  persons, 
including  a  fireman  born  in  Sweden  and  two  slaves,  male  and  female, 
compose  the  party  transferred  to  the  Connecticut. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 
Commander' ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Blockading  Squadron ,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Deport  of  lieutenant  Marcy ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the 

British  bark  Empress. 

U.  S.  Sloop  Vincennes, 

Off  North  East  Pass  of  Mississippi  [River\,  November  29,  1861. 

Sir:  On  the  night  of  the  26th  instant,  at  about  10:30,  a  bright  light 
was  reported  to  me  bearing  south.  It  soon  disappeared  and  was  not 
seen  for  some  time.  At  11:40  the  light  was  seen  again,  but  farther 
to  the  westward,  and  was  of  quite  a  different  nature,  the  first  being 
a  bright  flashing  light  of  short  duration;  the  latter  was  less  bright, 
of  longer  continuance,  and  seemed  produced  by  a  large,  unprotected 
flame,  which  it  was  vainly  endeavored  to  screen.  It  was  uncertain  in 
its  character;  at  times  scarcely  visible  without  the  aid  of  a  glass.  I 
directed  a  strict  watch  to  be  kept  upon  it.  About  1  o’clock,  hearing 
the  report  of  a  gun,  I  went  on  deck  again  and  saw  the  bright  flashing 
light  first  reported,  and  apparently  so  near  that  I  beat  to  quarters. 
Ihe  light  now  subsided  to  the  appearance  of  an  ordinary  light,  and  as 
the  bearing  of  the  light  and  its  apparent  fixedness  of  position  made 
such  a  thing  very  probable,  I  made  signal  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Mississippi , 
“Ashore  a  vessel  is,”  which  she  answered  some  time  after  by  making 
her  number. 

We  had  at  this  time  a  southerly  wind  and  a  strong  lee  tide  running, 
and  I  naturally  wished  for  the  aid  of  steam  to  overcome  such  obstacles. 

I  was  so  much  in  doubt  as  to  the  cause  of  the  light,  and  perplexed  by 
its  maneuvers,  that  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  send  a  boat  to  reconnoiter, 
giving  Mr.  Mosman,  acting  master,  who  went  in  charge  of  the  boat, 
orders  not  to  run  into  danger,  but  if  appearances  were  suspicions  to 
fire  their  muskets  in  quick  succession  and  hurry  back  to  the  ship, 
getting  out  of  the  range  between  this  ship  and  the  light  as  soon  as 
possible,  so  that  I  might  use  the  guns  if  necessary.  If  it  proved  to 
be  a  vessel  ashore  he  was  to  ascertain  what  assistance  was  needed,  and 
to  return  to  this  ship  for  it.  What  occurred  to  Mr.  Mosman  while 
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absent  in  the  boat  is  detailed  in  the  accompanying  copy  of  the  report 
he  made  to  me. 

The  boat  not  returning,  and  no  demonstrations  being  noticed  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  lights,  the  retreat  was  beaten  at  4  a.  m.  At 
early  daylight  discovered  a  vessel  aground  2  or  3  miles  S.  W.  by  S.  of 
us;  hoisted  our  colors  as  soon  as  it  was  light  enough  to  distinguish 
them;  the  vessel  then  hoisted  English  colors.  At  6:30  got  underway 
to  beat  up  to  the  vessel.  The  Kingfisher  did  the  same.  At  m.  or  1 
p.  m.  the  Mississippi ,  seeing  the  little  progress  we  made,  commenced 
steaming  to  windward.  Finding  she  would  reach  the  vessel  before 
we  could,  this  ship  and  the  Kingfisher  both  returned  to  our  respective 
stations.  Next  morning,  28th,  went  on  board  the  Mississippi;  found 
that  Mr.  Mosman  had  taken  possession  of  the  English  bark  Empress , 
of  Hull,  426  tons  burden,  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  bound  to  New  Orleans, 
laden  with  coffee.  With  some  assistance  from  the  crew,  boats,  hedges, 
and  hawsers  of  the  Mississippi ,  the  bark  had  been  gotten  off  and  was 
anchored  ahead  of  the  steamer.  The  log  book  of  the  Empress  shows 
that  her-  captain  was  fully  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  blockade,  and 
the  maneuvers  with  the  lights  seem  to  confirm  what  was  let  fall  acci¬ 
dentally  by  some  of  the  crew,  i.  e.,  the  plan  to  be  carried  out  was  to 
run  the  vessel  on  the  South  West  Pass  Bar,  make  signals,  and  get  a 
steamer  alongside,  which  would  haul  them  over  the  bar  and  tow  them 
well  up  the  river  before  daylight. 

The  captain's  letter  of  instructions  tells  him  that  in  the  event  of  the 
port  of  New  Orleans  being  blockaded,  he  will  be  warned  off,  and  will 
then  proceed  to  New  York.  Upon  overhauling  the  vessel  we  find 
that  there  is  not  more  than  200  gallons  of  water  on  board,  and  of  some 
important  articles  of  provisions  there  is  not  enough  to  take  the  vessel 
one-third  of  the  way  to  New  York. 

Nothing  contraband  of  war  has  yet  been  discovered  on  board  the 
bark,  but  the  evident  intention  of  the  captain  to  run  the  blockade 
determined  us  to  take  possession  of  the  vessel  and  send  her  to  New 
York  as  a  prize.  We  have  less  hesitation  in  doing  so  because  of  this 
letter  of  instructions,  the  voyage  to  New  York  being  one  that  the  cap¬ 
tain,  if  acting  in  good  faith,  expected  to  make  should  he  not  be  able 
to  get  into  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  Mosman,  the  prize  master,  is  ordered  to  call  at  Fort  Pickens 
and  report  to  you.  I  did  not  feel  authorized  to  remove  any  of  the 
crew  of  the  prize,  and  as  it  is  numerous  and  the  cargo  valuable,  1  have 
sent  a  master’s  mate  and  11  men,  well  armed,  with  Mr.  Mosman. 
Sending  away  these  two  officers  weakens  our  force  considerably,  Mr. 
Droons  being  still  an  invalid,  and  one  of  the  midshipmen  being  liable 
to  the  recurrence  of  an  ophthalmic  affection  which  unfits  him  for  duty. 
I  therefore  forward  the  application  of  Mr.  Stone,  coast  pilot,  for  an 
appointment  as  acting  master.  If  granted  it  will  supply  one  of  the 
vacancies  made  by  sending  away  this  prize. 

I  have  to  ask  instructions  in  the  case  of  one  of  the  seamen  of  this 
ship,  Edward  R.  Platt,  a  copy  of  whose  letter  to  me  I  send  you. 

Upon  questioning  him  I  find  that  he  has  never  been  required  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  either  on  board  this  ship,  the  receiving  ship,  or 
at  the  rendezvous.  Platt  is  at  present  a  prisoner  at  large,  and  I  have 
promised  to  prevent  what  he  seems  so  much  to  dread  by  ordering  him 
to  be  put  in  confinement  whenever  there  shall  be  the  prospect  of  an 
engagement.  I  have  perhaps  gone  more  into  detail  in  this  letter  than 
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I  ought  to  have  done,  but  it  is  owing  to  the  circumstantial  evidence 
against  the  prize  bark,  for  all  his  papers,  etc.,  seem  to  be  correct. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Marcy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Sloop  Vincennes. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean. 

P.  S. — November  30:  A  letter  from  Captain  Selfridge  and  the  prev¬ 
alence  of  a  strong  northerly  wind  induce  me  to  order  the  prize  bark 
to  proceed  directly  to  New"  York.  I  have  also  taken  from  the  bark 
seven  of  her  men  and  will  send  them  to  New  York  in  the  Connecticut , 
in  order  to  keep  them  from  the  influence  of  the  captain  and  to  make 
the  prize  crew  of  the  bark  more  comfortable.  I  suppose  it  will  be 
proper  to  request  Commander  Woodhull  to  place  them  in  charge  of 
the  U.  S.  marshal,  to  be  taken  care  of  until  the  arrival  of  the  bark  in 
New  York. 

Saml.  Marcy, 

Lieutenant ,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  TJ.  8.  Sloop  Vincennes ,  off  South  East  Pass. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Brown ,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer  McKean , 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  referring  to  firing  on  small  boat  by  Fort  McKee. 

Fort  Pickens,  November  29,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Our  belligerent  neighbors  on  the  other  side  seem 
very  restless;  the  firing  yesterda}^  was  on  a  small  boat.  I  suppose 
Bragg  has  given  a  general  order  to  fire  on  all  boats  entering  the  harbor. 
I  notice  this  that  your  boats  may  be  on  their  guard. 

A  flag  came  to  me  yesterday  bringing  this  negro  I  send  to  you.  He 
represents  himself  as  being  one  of  the  two  captured  on  the  Star  of  the 
West,  but  I  have  not  much  confidence  in  the  honesty  of  General  Bragg, 
and  therefore  do  not  think  it  safe  to  have  him  here.  Will  you  be  so 
good  as  to  keep  him  and  send  him  on  the  Connecticut  to  New  York. 
If  he  is  as  represented,  he  can  there  be  identified;  if  not,  hanged. 

Can  you  not  let  me  have  some  newspapers?  We  got,  through  the 
kindness  of  Captain  Walker,  the  Post  of  the  12th  and  11th,  and  would 
like  to  have  the  intermediate  and  subsequent  dates.  If  you  can  let  us 
have  them  you  will  confer  a  favor. 

How  gloriously  Du  Pont  whipped  the  rebels!  And  how  fleetly  the 
chivalry  took  to  their  heels  from  the  brave  Yankees !  I  think  it  the 
handsomest  affair  of  the  war.  A  few  such  whippings  and  the  chivalric 
tone  will  come  down  to  its  proper  level. 

The  negro  can  give  you  a  little  interesting  information  about  the 
batteries  which  fired  on  you. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

Flag-Officer  McKean. 


Harvey  Brown. 
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Case  of  the  British  schooner  Telegraph,  seized  near  Indian  Key , 

Florida ,  November  30,  1861. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  forwarding'  complaint  of 

the  British  Minister. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  12,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you,  herewith,  the  copy  of.  a  note 
of  the  8th  instant  from  Lord  Lyons,  complaining  of  the  proceedings  of 
Commander  Spotts,  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Wanderer,  with  regard  to  the 
British  schooner  Telegraph ,  of  Nassau,  Bahama  Islands,  and  to  request 
that  3tou  will  furnish  me  with  such  information  on  the  subject  .as  it 
ma}T  be  in  your  power  to  communicate. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  II.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosure.] 

Washington,  March  8,  1862. 

Sir:  Her  Majesty’s  Government  have  had  under  their  consideration 
a  complaint  made  against  the  proceedings  of  Commander  Spotts,  of 
the  U.  S.  ship  Wanderer,  with  regard  to  the  British  schooner  lelegraph , 
belonging  to  Nassau,  in  the  Bahama  Islands. 

Full  particulars  of  the  case  have  been  received  b}T  her  Majesty’s 
Government  from  the  officer  administering  the  Government  of  the 
Bahamas. 

It  appears,  from  an  extended  protest  which  was  made  before  the 
British  consul  at  Key  West,  that  the  Telegraph  sailed  from  Nassau  on 
the  20th  of  November  last  and  arrived  there  on  the  26th  of  that  month; 
that  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month  she  left  Key  West,  bound  to  Green 
Turtle  Cay,  otherwise  near  [New]  Plymouth,  in  the  island  of  Abaco, 
Bahamas;  that  on  the  30th,  while  prosecuting  her  voyage  and  near 
Indian  Key,  [Florida],  she  was  brought  to  by  the  United  States  cutter 
or  schooner  Wanderer,  Commander  Spotts;  that  her  master  was  ordered 
on  board  the  Wanderer  with  the  ship’s  papers;  that  the  papers  were 
taken  from  him;  that  the  ship  was  thereupon  detained  and  taken  by 
the  Wanderer  back  to  Key  West,  arriving  on  the  3d  of  December; 
that  soon  after  her  capture  William  Jones  Fisher,  one  of  her  crew, 
was  ordered  on  board  the  Wanderer,  placed  in  handcuffs,  and  kept  in 

them  for  three  days  and  nights.  .  ^  7  7  ,  v 

It  further  appears  that  after  the  arrival  of  the  Telegraph  at  Key 
West  Henry  Augustus  Fisher,  her  master,  was  informed  by  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Wanderer  that  he  might  go  on  shore  and  see  the  mar¬ 
shal'  that  he  went  to  the  office  of  the  marshal,  wdio  asked  him  why  lie 
had  been  brought  back;  that  in  reply  the  master  stated  the  facts  as 
above  narrateef;  that  the  marshal  thereupon  returned  him  his  ship  s 
papers  and  said  he  was  all  clear  and  nothing  could  be  proved  against 
him-  that  on  the  6th  of  December  an  officer  of  the  If anderer  hailed 
the  ’ Telegraph  and  informed  the  master  that  his  vessel  was  released; 
that  thereupon  the  vessel  returned  to  Nassau. 

It  is  also  stated  that  no  person  on  board  the  If  anderer  ever  made 
any  charge  against  the  Telegraph  or  gave  any  reason  for  her  capture. 
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The  capture  of  the  vessel  and  the  act  of  placing  William  Fisher  in 
handcuffs  appear  to  her  Majesty’s  Government  on  the  above  statement 
of  facts  to  have  been  wholly  unjustifiable;  and  her  Majesty’s  Govern¬ 
ment  have  accordingly  instructed  me  to  ask  for  full  explanations  from 
the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

Lyons. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  etc. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Spotts,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  Wanderer. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Wanderer, 

Key  West,  April  21,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  March  Id,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  by  Lord  Lyons  on  the  8th  of  March,  complaining  of  my 
proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  British  schooner  Telegraph.  In  reply 
to  which  1  have  to  state  a  report  of  the  facts  was  made  to  Flag-Officer 
William  W.  McKean,  under  date  of  the  12th  of  December  last,  the 
answer  to  which  you  will  find  enclosed  and  marked  “B,”  and  is  as 
follows: 

On  the  30th  of  November  last,  whilst  cruising  among  the  Florida 
Keys,  I  discovered  the  British  schooner  Telegraph  coming  out  from 
Key  Vaccas.  Upon  examination  of  her  papers  I  found  that  she  had 
cleared  from  Key  West  on  the  28th  of  November  for  Green  Turtle  Cay 
(Abaco).  On  enquiring  what  they  were  doing  in  at  Key  Vaccas,  the 
captain  informed  me  that  he  had  been  there  for  wood,  and  that  he  was 
going  to  stop  at  Indian  Key  for  baggage  belonging  to  some  passengers 
he  had  on  board.  I  informed  him  that  this  was  in  direct  violation  of 
my  orders,  that  his  vessel  had  cleared  for  Abaco,  was  found  commu¬ 
nicating  with  the  keys. 

You  will  see  from  the  enclosed  order,  marked  “A,”  which  is  a  part 
of  my  instructions,  that  it  was  my  duty  to  seize  that  vessel  and  return 
her  to  Key  West  for  investigation,  which  I  did.  On  my  arrival  here 
I  communicated  with  Mr.  Howe,  collector  of  the  port,  on  the  subject. 
Enclosed  you  will  find  his  reply,  marked  “C,”  which  prompted  me  to 
release  the  Telegraph ,  which  I  did  on  the  6th  of  December. 

The  marshal  at  this  place  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Telegraph ,  as 
stated  in  Lord  Lyons’  communication. 

He  also  states  that  “  no  person  on  board  the  Wanderer  ever  made 
any  charge  against  the  Telegraph  or  gave  any  reason  for  her  capture.” 

I  explained  fully  my  reasons  to  the  captain  of  the  vessel  for  taking 
him  to  Key  West,  and  he  acknowledged  that  he  laid  himself  liable  to 
be  seized  for  stopping  at  the  keys  without  its  being  entered  on  his 
clearance. 

In  legal d  to  William  .1 .  Fisher,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Telegraph , 
he  was  drunk  and  very  abusive  to  my  officers.  I  ordered  the  sails  of 
the  1  degraph  furled,  when  William  J.  Fisher  said  “God  damn  your 
souls  to  hell,  if  you  want  these  sails  furled  come  on  board  and  'do  it 
yourselves,”  and  continued  abusing  the  officers  in  that  lano-uage  I 
requested  the  captain  of  the  Telegraph  to  stop  his  abuse.  Hemformed 
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me  that  he  had  no  control  over  him.  I  therefore  brought  him  on 
board  this  vessel  and  had  handcuffs  put  on  him,  as  I  considered  it 
necessary  until  his  arrival  at  this  port,  when  I  returned  him  to  his 
own  vessel. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  the  above  explanation  is  sufficient  to  exonerate  me 
from  any  censure  on  the  part  of  my  Government. 

1  consider  under  the  circumstances  and  my  orders  I  simply  did  my 
duty  on  that  occasion.  I  was  lenient  in  releasing  the  vessel  on  that 
occasion,  as  I  thought  that  the  collector  was  probably  more  to  blame 
than  the  party  seized. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  S POTTS, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure  A.] 

Flagship  Mississippi, 

Key  West ,  June  1-i,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  require  all  vessels  and  boats  leaving  the  harbor  of 
Key  West  to  obtain  a  clearance  or  permit  from  the  custom-house,  set¬ 
ting  forth  the  object  of  their  voyage,  except  pilot  boats  (on  their  regu¬ 
lar  grounds),  which  permit  must  be  approved  by  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  port,  and  if  any  such  vessel  or  boat  is  found  without  such 
clearance  they  will  be  dealt  with  as  violating  the  blockade. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Meryine, 

Flag-Officer,  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Chas.  Howe, 

Collector  of  the  Port  of  Key  West. 

[Enclosure  B.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  December  19,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  12th  instant  is  received. 

You  will  not  regard  any  verbal  permission  granted  at  the  custom¬ 
house  for  vessels  to  touch  at  any  of  the  keys,  and  will  inform  the  col¬ 
lector  of  this  order. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  H.  Spotts, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Schooner  Wanderer,  Key  West,  Fla. 

[Enclosure  C.] 

Collector’s  Office, 

Key  West ,  December  f  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  agreeably  to  your  request,  I 
have  examined  the  papers  of  the  British  schooner  Telegraph,  which 
you  state  you  found  out  of  her  course  on  her  voyage  to  Abaco  and 

brought  into  this  port.  , 

I  beg  leave  to  remark  that  this  vessel  was  cleared  at  this  oihee  on  the 
28th  November  last  for  Green  Turtle  Cay  (Abaco),  with  passengers 
and  baggage  and  1  barrel  rum. 

n  w  r — vol  16 — —51 
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I  warned  the  master  from  going  anywhere  near  the  mainland  or  har¬ 
ing  any  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants  thereof.  He  remarked  that 
he  only  wished  to  stop  at  one  of  the  keys  to  procure  a  little  firewood 
for  his  vessel’s  use,  in  which  I  could  see  no  impropriety.  If  he  has 
acted  otherwise  than  in  good  faith  and  violated  any  law  of  the  revenue 
or  Navy,  he  has  laid  himself  liable  to  its  penalties. 

This  vessel  was  reported  by  the  inspector  of  the  customs  (Mr.  Bissell) 
as  having  been  at  anchor  in  Key  Biscayne  Bay  on  her  voyage  here, 
and  was  supposed  to  have  communication  with  the  inhabitants  at  Miami 
River.  Taking  all  these  things  into  consideration,  I  respectfully  sug¬ 
gest  the  propriety  of  your  turning  the  case  over  to  the  U.  S.  district 
attorney  for  investigation. 

I  return  herewith  her  papers. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  Howe, 

Collector. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  H.  Spotts,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Schooner  Wanderer,  Key  West. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Brown ,  Z7.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-  Officer  McKean , 

U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  a  'proposed  attach  on  Confederate  forces  at 

St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Fort  Pickens,  November  30,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Your  note*  came  safely  to  hand.  I  would  very  gladly 
see  something  done  in  the  way  you  propose,  but  am  apprehensive  that 
the  risk  will  not  warrant  the  undertaking,  there  being,  so  far  as  I  can 
learn,  at  least  two  (and  some  sa}^  four  or  five)  heavy  batteries,  one 
immediately  below  and  the  other  immediately  above  the  wharves  on  the 
shore.  However,  of  this  you  are  better  qualified  to  judge  than  I  am. 
If  you  could  surprise  them,  success  with  little  or  no  loss  would  be 
almost  certain,  but  can  you  do  so?  Can  you  get  your  steamers  past 
all  their  batteries  undiscovered?  And  if  not,  will  not  the  bird  be 
flown  before  you  can  catch  it?  I  merely  throw  out  these  as  sugges¬ 
tions  for  your  consideration. 

From  all  the  information  I  can  get  Deer  Point  (City  Point),  [St. 
Andrew’s  Sound],  is  being  fortified,  but  that  not  much  progress  is  iTet 
made,  and  that  a  regiment  is  stationed  there  with  a  few  fieldpieces.  I 
should  think  that  the  chances  of  a  coup-de-main  there  would  be  much 
greater  than  the  one  proposed,  but  it  must  be  done  by  boats.  I  should 
suppose  [that]  a  sufficient  force  could  be  landed,  so  as  to  capture  the 
troops  and  destroy  the  works.  And  by  coasting  the  shore,  but  little 
danger  for  the  steamers  need  be  apprehended. 

Any  assistance  I  can  give  you  consistent  with  the  preservation  of 
this  fort,  1  will  most  heartily  render. 

The  negro  is  not  a  contraband,  but  was  sent  to  me  by  Bragg,  and 
hence  my  suspicions.  I  can  not  suppose  that  Bragg  would  voluntarily 
send  me  a  man  who  has  apparently  seen  and  knows  so  much  as  this 
one  does. 

He  can  gKe  you  a  good  deal  of  information  as  to  the  batteries  at 
Pensacola,  and  the  kind  of-guns,  and  his  statements  correspond  pretty 
well  with  those  I  have  received  from  others,  except  that  he  makes 


*  Not  found. 
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more  batteries  between  Pensacola  and  the  navy  yard  and  fewer  at 
Pensacola. 

The  negro  says 


the  rebels  acknowledge  a  loss  of  9  killed  and  11 


wounded;  if  they  do  so,  we  may  safely  triple  it.  They  never  tell  one- 
third  the  truth. 

I  am  much  obliged  for  the  passage  of  the  discharged  soldiers;  they 
will  require  no  orders  at  New  York,  being  free  to  go  where  they  please. 
I  return  the  papers,  for  which  1  am  much  obliged. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

Harvey  Brown. 

Flag-Officer  McKean. 


Report  of  Commander  Colvocor esses,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S. 
storeship  Supply,  of  arrival  at  Key  West,  Fla. 

U.  S.  Ship  Supply, 

Key  West,  December  1,  1861. 

Sir:  lhave  the  honor  to  announce  the  safe  arrival  of  the  Supply  at 
this  port. 

1  regret  to  state  that  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  ultimo,  while  com¬ 
ing  to  an  anchor  off  the  Great  Bahama  Bank,  the  starboard  cable 
parted  and  thereby  we  lost  our  best  bower.  I  did  my  best  to  recover 
it  by  grappling  for  it  two  whole  days,  but  to  no  purpose.  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  had  the  cable  been  a  good  one,  the  accident 
could  not  have  occurred.  It  was  a  very  old  cable,  and  I  tried,  when 
I  joined  the  vessel,  to  have  it  condemned,  but  could  not. 

Since  my  arrival  here,  I  have  received  orders  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Water 
Witch  from  Flag-Officer  McKean  to  proceed  with  the  ship  to  Fort 
Pickens,  and  I  shall  sail  to-morrow  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  M.  Colvocoresses, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Brown,  U.  S.  Army ,  commanding  Fort  Pickens, 
to  Flag-  Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  guns. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens ,  Decertiber  1,  1861. 

Sir:  I  understand  that  the  De  Soto  has  Parrott  rifle  guns  on  board. 
It  is  very  desirable  to  have  those  lent  you,  and  if  those  on  board  this 
vessel  are  of  the  same  caliber,  can  not  two  of  them  be  landed,  and  you 
keep  those  you  have?  1  shall  also  want  the  ammunition  returned,  as 
I  have  but  little  on  hand. 

In  case  we  again  come  to  blows,  then  yours  would  be  of  very  great 
service.  I  c,an° mount  them  on  carriages  which  we  now  have. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Harvey  Brown, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
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Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag -Officer  McKean , 
U  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  Cornucopia. 


Navy  Department,  December  2,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  communications  of  the  13th  and  18th  ultimo  have  been 
received. 

In  regard  to  the  case  of  the  Cornucopia ,  mentioned  in  the  latter,  the 
Department  would  state  that,  under  instructions  to  the  blockading 
squadrons,  our  officers  are  to  capture  no  vessel  approaching  a  block¬ 
aded  port  until  after  she  has  been  warned  off,  which  warning  should 
be  entered  on  the  register. 

Vessels  carrying  arms,  munitions',  or  contraband  of  war  to  the  enemy 
are  to  be  seized. 

The  gunboats  Winona ,  Lieutenant  E.  T.  Nichols,  and  Sciota ,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Edward  Donaldson,  will  sail  shortly  to  join  your  squadron. 

The  Adolph  Ilugel  will  not  join  your  squadron,  as  previously 
advised. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  G  ulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  instructions 
regarding  the  disposition  of  the  cargoes  of  the  steamers  Anna  and 
Henry  Lewis  and  the  schooners  Olive  and  A.  J.  View. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  December  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  received  a 
communication  from  Commander  M.  Smith,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Massachusetts ,  informing  me  that  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  ultimo 
the  steamer  New  London ,  by  a  concerted  arrangement  with  the 
steamer  R.  R.  Cuyler ,  and  aided  by  a  portion  of  the  crew  of  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts ,  captured,  in  Mississippi  Sound,  the  steamboat  Anna ,  of  Pas¬ 
cagoula,  bound  to  New  Orleans,  with  naval  stores,  and  the  schooner 
Olive,  loaded  with  lumber,  for  the  same  market.  Also,  of  the  subse¬ 
quent  capture  by  the  New  London ,  under  precisely  similar  circum¬ 
stances,  of  the  schooner  A.  J.  View ,  from  Biloxi,  bound  to  the  Belize, 
Honduras,  with  a  cargo  of  301  barrels  spirits  of  turpentine  and  100 
kegs  of  tar,  and  of  the  high-pressure  steamboat  Ilenry  Lewis ,  from 
Mobile,  bound  for  New  Orleans,  her  cargo  consisting  of  50  hogsheads 
of  sugar  and  1,270  barrels  of  molasses,  a  portion  of  Avhicli  was  thrown 
overboard  in  her  efforts  to  escape. 

1  beg  to  be  informed  what  disposition  is  to  be  made  of  these  prize 
goods.  The  vessels  in  which  they  were  taken  are  entirely  untit  to 
convey  them  to  a  Northern  port,  the  coal  ships  can  not  possibly  be 
spared  for  that  purpose,  and  if  landed  on  Ship  Island  and  exposed  to 
the  weather,  great  loss  must  ensue. 

I  feel  satisfied  that,  with  two  or  three  more  such  boats  as  the  New 
London ,  heavily  armed,  but,  if  possible,  of  still  lighter  draft  (the 
diaft  ought  not  to  exceed  7,  or  at  most,  8  feet),  the  communication 
between  New  Orleans  and  Mobile,  by  way  of  the  sound,  could  be  com¬ 
pletely  broken  up,  and,  as  you  will  perceive  by  reference  to  the 
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enclosed  copy  of  a  communication  just  received  from  Commander 
Smith,  the  destruction  of  this  commerce  would  be  a  heavy  blow  to  the 
rebels. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  Richmond  from  Key  West,  it  is  my  inten¬ 
tion  to  proceed  immediately  to  Ship  Island  for  the  purpose  of  convert¬ 
ing,  if  possible,  the  captured  steamers  into  gunboats. 

I  beg  that  four  assistant  engineers  may  be  sent  out  by  the  first 
opportunity.  Their  services  will  be  needed  on  board  of  these  steamers. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy ,  advising  measures  for  the 
interruption  of  the  inland  commerce  of  the  Confederates. 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

At  Ship  Island ,  December  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  the  rebels  have  involuntarily  discontinued 
the  navigation  of  the  sound,  but  will,  in  all  probability,  make  another 
effort  to  carry  freight,  so  soon  as  some  of  their  available  steamboats 
can  be  converted  into  armed  vessels  to  convoy  them  through.  Some 
of  the  boats,  I  understand  from  persons  recently  captured,  have  been 
examined  with  a  view  to  this  object. 

I  learn  that  the  levee  at  New  Orleans  is  for  miles  covered  with  sugar 
and  molasses,  and  the  freight  by  railroad  from  New  Orleans  to  Mobile 
is  $14  per  hogshead  and  $7  per  barrel. 

If  this  statement  is  reliable,  it  would  seem  that  no  blow  could  fall 
so  heavily  upon  them  as  the  interruption  of  this  inland  commerce. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 
Commander,  U  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  W.  Wr.  McKean, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  disposition 
<f  certain  vessels  added  to  his  command. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  December  2,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  place  on  the  27th 
ultimo  of  the  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto  and  the  U.  S.  bark  Midnight,  and  on 
the  29th  ultimo  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  schooner  Rachel  Seaman. 

The  Midnight  I  have  dispatched  to  cruise  on  the  coast  of  Texas, 
between  Galveston  and  Matagorda  Bay;  the  Rachel  Seaman  I  have 
sent  to  Mississippi  Sound  for  the  present;  the  De  Soto  I  am  discharg¬ 
ing  as  fast  as  possible,  but  there  has  been  some  delay,  owing  to  the 
heavy  sea. 

The  Huntsville  arrived  from  Key  West  on  the  24th  ultimo  and  was 
immediately  dispatched  to  relieve  the  Water  Witch  off  Mobile.  I  have 
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this  clay  received  a  communication  from  Commander  Cicero  Price, 
reporting  fresh  leaks  in  her  boilers,  and  I  much  fear  that  she  will  soon 
prove  totally  unserviceable.  I  therefore  request  to  be  informed  what 
disposition  shall  be  made  of  her  in  the  event  of  her  breaking  down 
entirely. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  ‘  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  Jj.  C. 


Instructions  from  Flag- Officer  McKean ,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander 
Smith ,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  general  matters. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  Deceniber  2,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  dispatched  the  Montgomery ,  Commander  Shaw,  to 
temporarily  blockade  Horn  Island  Pass,  with  instructions  to  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Commanding  Winslow  to  proceed  to  this  place  as  quickly  as 
possible. 

1  will  supply  the  Cuyler  with  a  30-pounder  rifle,  to  replace  the  one 
she  now  has,  which  I  desire  to  return  immediately,  as  Colonel  Brown 
is  in  need  of  it.  As  soon  as  she  lands  the  gun  and  takes  in  a  small 
quantity  of  coal,  she  will  return  to  the  sound,  and  the  Montgomery 
will  then  proceed  to  her  destination  at  Atchafalaya  Bay. 

I  will  send  you  an  anchor  to  moor  the  ateamers;  should  you  need  a 
chain  there  is  one  on  board  the  schooner.  Should  the  Cuyler  be  with 
you  in  the  sound,  dispatch  her  immediately  to  this  place. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Oficer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  M.  Smith, 

Commanding  JJ.  S.  S.  Massachusetts ,  Ship  Island. 

P.  S. — I  shall  leave  for  Ship  Island  immediately  on  the  arrival  of 
the  Richmond ,  which  vessel  I  expect  in  a  few  days. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  dispatch¬ 
ing  north  of  sick  and  wounded  soldiers. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  December  3,  1861. 

Sir:  Colonel  Harvey  Brown,  commanding  Department  of  Florida, 
having  requested  a  passage  to  New  York  in  the  steamer  Connecticut 
for  fifteen  or  twenty  soldiers,  principally  sick  and  wounded,  I  have 
instructed  Commander  Woodhull  to  receive  them  on  board. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Wtm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 
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Report  of  Flag -Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  referring  to  various 

captures. 

U.  S.  FLAGSiiir  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  December  3 ,  1861. 

Sir:  On  the  25th  ultimo  1  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  a  hasty 
dispatch,  which  1  forwarded  to  Key  West  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Water 
Witch ,  which  vessel  I  was  obliged  to  send  to  that  place  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  repairing-  her  boiler.  Since  the  date  of  that  communication 
nothing  of  importance  has  occurred  here.  I  mentioned  therein  my 
intention  to  send  the  Richmond  to  Key  West  for  repairs;  this  I  did 
on  the  27th  ultimo,  and  am  now  hourly  expecting  her  return. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  I  have  just  received  intelligence  of  a 
most  gallant  exploit  at  Galveston,  highly  creditable  to  both  officers  and 
men  who  were  engaged  in  it.  I  herewith  transmit  Captain  Eagle’s 
report*  in  regard  to  it,  also  a  copy  of  his  report  to  me,  and  a  copy  of 
Lieutenant  Jouett’s  report*  to  him,  to  which  I  refer  you  for  the  partic¬ 
ulars  of  the  affair. 

Captain  Eagle  also  reports  that  on  the  13th  ultimo  the  schooner 
Sam  Houston  (tender  to  the  Santee)  chased  ashore  on  the  San  Luis 
Bar  a  schooner  of  about  60  tons  burden,  which  was  completely  wrecked, 
there  being  heavy  surf  at  the  time. 

I  have  also  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  by  the  sloop  Vincennes,  and 
steamer  Mississippi ,  off  the  North  East  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade,  of  the  English  bark  Empress , 
belonging  to  Hull,  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  loaded  with  coffee.  A  prize 
crew  -was  placed  on  board  of  her,  and  she  was  sent  to  New  York  for 

adjudication.  •  , 

I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Marcy  s 
report  f  of  the  circumstances  under  which  she  was  taken. 

As  I  found  after  a  trial  of  ten  days  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to 
give  the  necessary  attention  to  the  detail  of  ordinary  duty  on  boaid 
this  ship,  1  have  appointed  Lieutenant  J.  C.  P.  de  Kraft't  lieutenant 
commanding.  He  is  one  of  the  best  officers  in  the  service,  and  I  hope 
that  the  appointment  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Endorsement.] 

Publish  this,  and  order  Jouett  home  for  a  command,  or  send  a  vessel 
out  to  him. 

YY . 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Phelps ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer 
McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  occupation  of  Ship  Island , 
Mississippi  Sound ,  by  the  'U.  S.  military  forces. 

Ship  Island,  December  3 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  report  my  arrival  here  in  the  steamer 
Constitution  with  about  2,000  men  to  take  possession  of  the  island 


*See  under  date  November  7,  1861. 
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and,  in  connection  with  the  Navy,  to  put  it  in  the  best  possible  state  of 
defense. 

It  is  designed  to  render  the  island,  if  practicable,  a  depot  for  a  still 
larger  force.  The  communications  1  herewith  forward  I  know  noth¬ 
ing  of  with  regard  to  their  contents.  Any  assistance  which  you  can 
render  me  in  the  object  to  be  attained,  or  any  cooperation  I  may  lend 
you  in  furthering  the  public  service  in  this  quarter,  will  lay  me  under 
obligations. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  W.  Phelps, 

Brigadier-  General,  U  8.  Army. 


Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Fort  Pickens. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  McKean,  P.  S.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier- General 
Phelps,  U  S.  Army,  offering  cooperation  in  the  occupation  of  Ship 
Island  by  the  military  forces. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  December  If,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  3d  instant,  and  offer  you  1113"  heart}"  congratula¬ 
tions  upon  your  safe  arrival. 

I  shall  be  most  happy  to  cooperate  with  you,  and  any  assistance  I 
can  give  will  be  cheerfully  rendered. 

I  am  hourly  expecting  the  return  of  the  Richmond  from  Key  West. 
Upon  her  arrival  I  shall  leave  immediately  for  Ship  Island,  which  place 
I  shall  make  my  headquarters  in  the  future.  In  the  meantime  Com¬ 
mander  Smith  will  render  you  all  the  assistance  in  his  power. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Brigadier-General  J.  W.  Phelps,  U.  S.  Army, 

Ship  Island. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Smith, 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts ,  to  cooperate  in  the 
occupation  of  Ship  Island. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  December  J+,  1861. 

5  Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  render  to  Brigadier-General  J.  W. 
Phelps  all  the  assistance  in  your  power.  Whenever  he  is  prepared  to 
take  charge  of  the  island  the  seamen  and  marines  will  be  withdrawn.* 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

I  lag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Commander  Melancton  Smith, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Massachusetts,  Ship  Island. 

I3-  8.  1  am  instructed  to  transfer  to  General  Phelps  all  Govern¬ 

ment  property  not  required  for  the  establishment  of  a  naval  depot. 


*  For  report  of  Brigadier-General  Phelps,  see  Official  Records  of  the  Union  and 
Confederate  Annies  in  the  ^\ar  of  the  Rebellion,  Series  I,  Volume  VI,  p.  465. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Aider, 
IT  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  South  Carolina. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  December  f  1861. 
Sir:  Upon  being  relieved  by  Commander  W.  [M.]  Walker,  in  the 
U.  S.  S.  DeSoto  you  will  proceed  in  the  steamer  under  your  command, 
without  delay,  to  Ship  Island  and  report  to  me. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  bring  your  tender  with  you. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squaaron. 

Commander  James  Alden, 

Commanding  IT  S.  S.  South  Carolina ,  off  Barataria. 

P.  S. — Be  pleased  to  give  Captain  Walker  any  information  you  may 
have  that  you  think  can  be  of  service  to  him. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Stellwagen,  IT.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  S.  Mercedita,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the 

Gulf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  December  J,  1861. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  propeller  Mercedita ,  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  is  ready  for  sea  you  will  proceed  with  her  with  all  practicable 
dispatch  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  McKean 
for  duty  as  a  part  of  the  scpiadron  under  his  command. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  from  New  York  a  muster 
roll  of  the  crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  Mercedita. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  II.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Commanding  IT  S.  Propeller  Mercedita,  New  York. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Blag-  Officer  McKean ,  IT.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  proposed  division  of  the  Gulf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  December  J,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Department  designs  dividing  the  Gulf  Squadron  into  two 
sections,  the  headquarters  of  the  eastern  at  Key  West  and  Havana, 
and  of  the  western  at  Ship  Island.  The  eastern  will  include  Cuba  and 
the  Bahamas. 

The  sending  home  of  Lieutenants  Selden  and  Law  is  approved. 
Both  have  been  dismissed  the  service. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 
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Engagement  between  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Montgomery  and  Confederate  steam¬ 
ers  Florida :  and  Pamlico ,  off  Horn  Island  Pass ,  December  h,  1861. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Commander  Shaw,  TJ,  S. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Montgomery. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Mobile ,  December  21.  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  remove  Commander  T.  D.  Shaw 
from  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery ,  and  order  him  to  New 
York,  with  instructions  to  report  to  you  by  letter  immediately  on  his 
arrival. 

For  my  reasons  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  copy  of  a  report 
received  from  him,  herewith  transmitted.  It  needs  no  comment. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na/ey,  Washington.  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Shaw,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Montgomery. 


U.  S.  S.  Montgomery, 

Off  Horn  Island  Pass,  December  5 ,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  we  took  our  position  immediately 
off  the  bar  of  Horn  Island  Pass  on  the  3d  instant.  On  the  morning-  of 
the  4th,  at  8  o’clock,  two  steamers  were  reported  standing-  down  the 
sound,  apparently  with  the  intention  of  coming  out.  We  got  steam 
on,  and,  being  in  shoal  water,  stood  off  a  little.  About  9  a.  m.  both 
vessels  opened  a  brisk  fire  on  us,  evidently  from  long-range  rifled  guns 
and  shell  guns  of  heavy  caliber.  They  were  side-wheel  vessels,  capa¬ 
ble  of  taking  any  position  they  thought  proper  to  assume.  Our  ship 
being  a  propeller,  it  took  some  time  for  us  to  get  her  in  a  position  to 
bring  our  pivot  and  broadside  guns  to  bear,  while  the  shot  and  shells 
from  the  secessionists  were  bursting  around  and  ahead  of  us.  At  9:30 
we  opened  fire,  at  the  same  time  maneuvering  to  get  our  vessel  out  of 
range  of  their  long  guns  and  prevent  their  taking  a  raking  position, 
which  they  seemed  to  wish  to  get.  Our  broadside  32-pounders  fell 
far  short  and  our  X-inch  shell  gun,  on  which  we  mostly  depended, 
failed  to  reach  them,  while  their  shells  were  falling  ahead  and  astern 
of  us.  The  decks  of  the  smaller  vessel  seemed  crowded  with  men,  and 
I  do  not  think  I  overrate  their  force  in  placing  it  at  least  at  from  350 
to  400  men. 


Therefore,  not  wishing  to  expose  this  vessel,  officers,  and  crew  to 
certain  destruction  from  a  force  so  much  superior  to  us  in  every  way, 
I  determined  to  invite  a  cooperation  from  Commander  Smith.  ’  After 
a. consultation,  we  agreed  that  it  would  not  be  advisable,  under  the 
circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed,  for  him  to  leave  his  charge.  I 
therefore  returned  to  our  anchorage.  The  rebels  had  returned  into 
the  sound  and  passed  to  the  westward,  and  have  not  been  seen  since. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


T.  D.  Shaw, 

„  Commander. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  IT.  S.  Blockading  Squadron,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
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Abstract  Log  TJ.  S.  S.  Montgomery,  Commander  Shaw,  U.  S.  Navy. 

December  1861. — Oft  Horn  Island  Pass.  At  daylight  nothing  in 
sight  seaward  from  aloft.  From  8  to  meridian:  At  8:10  two  rebel 
steamers  hove  in  sight,  bearing  E.  N.  E.,  apparently  coming  down  on 
us.  At  9,  one  of  the  steamers,  painted  black,  opened  fire  on  us,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  after  the  second  one,  painted  white,  opened  fire. 
Went  to  quarters,  hove  up  anchor,  got  underway,  and  stood  out  to  get 
into  sufficiently  deep  water  to  maneuver,  brought  our  guns  to  bear  on 
them  and  at  9:30  opened  fire  with  the  pivot  X-inch  gun  and  with  our 
port  broadside  guns  as  they  bore  on  the  enemy.  The  guns  of  the 
enemy  appeared  to  be  rifle  and  32-pounders.  Apparently  their  fight¬ 
ing  broadside  (both  vessels)  were  seven  broadside  and  two  bow  chasers 
and  one  stern  chaser,  and  the  deck  of  the  white  steamer  seemed  covered 
with  men.  Our  shot  and  shell  all  fell  short,  although  in  very  good 
line  shots;  but  as  our  cylinders  hold  too  small  a  charge  of  powder,  we 
were  unable  to  reach  them.  At  10,  the  rebels  were  oft'  our  starboard 
quarter,  giving  an  occasional  shot,  which  fell  short.  We  returned 
the  fire  with  our  broadside  pivot  guns,  but  could  do  no  damage. 
Ceased  firing  and  stood  to  the  southward  and  westward.  At  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  fire  the  captain’s  clerk  made  up  the  signal  book, 
letter  book,  and  all  public  documents,  to  be  thrown  overboard  in  case 
we  were  taken.  The  black  rebel  steamer  followed  as  we  stood  down 
Horn  Island,  keeping  inside.  At  10:50  made  sail  and  stood  W.  S.  W. 
Lost  sight  of  both  steamers.  At  11:40  Chandeleur  light-house  was 
reported  two  points  on  the  port  bow.  Expended  8  X-inch  shell,  3 
V-inch  shell,  5  32-pound  shot. 

December  28. — Lieutenant  J.  E.  Jouett  joined  this  ship,  relieving 
Commander  T.  Darrah  Shaw. 


Extract  from  the  Richmond  Dispatch,  December  l4,  1861. 

The  Florida  on  a  frolic. — We  find  the  following  in  the  Mobile 
Evening  News,  of  Friday  last: 

The  Confederate  States  steamer  Florida  came  up  to  town  about  7 :30  o’  clock  this  morn¬ 
ing,  and  now  lies  in  the  stream  not  a  bit  the  worse  for  her  brush  yesterday  morning, 
which  is  more  than  the  enemy  can  say  for  himself.  As  far  as  we  have  been  able  to 
ascertain  the  particulars  of  the  affair,  they  areas  follows,  and  from  a  reliable  source: 

About  9  o’clock  yesterday  morning  (4th  instant),  the  Florida ,  Captain  Welles,  C. 
S.  Navy,  came  in  sight  of  alarge  three-masted  propeller,  inside  of  Horn  Island  Pass, 
and  put  after  her,  first  signaling  to  the  Pamlico ,  which  was  in  company,  to  turn  back. 
The  enemy  showed  some  disposition  to  fight,  but  after  exchanging  a  few  shots,  con¬ 
cluded  to  try  her  heels,  in  which  she  had  a  superiority.  The  Florida,  however,  pur¬ 
sued  her  about  3  miles  outside  the  pass,  when  she  relinquished  the  chase,  the  sea 
being  too  rough  for  her  to  work  her  guns  with  effect. 

During  this  brush  the  enemy  fired  8  shots;  the  Florida,  desirous  of  crippling  him 
before  he  could  get  out  of  the  way,  fired  some  60  shot  and  shell,  several  of  which  must 
have  hit.  The  enemy  did  not  show  his  colors  until  near  the  close  of  the  action. 

The  Florida  fought  at  great  disadvantage  in  one  respect,  owing  to  her  steering 
apparatus  being  out  of  order,  but  showed  a  decided  superiority  in  the  effectiveness 
of  her  armament.  That  gun  which  scared  the  Massachusetts  so  badly,  and  had  nearly 
proved  fatal  to  her,  is  evidently  a  better  piece,  or  must  be  better  handled,  than  any 
which  the  enemy  have. 

As  the  enemy  are  by  this  time  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  Florida,  having 
fired  fully  a  hundred  shot  at  her  ineffectually,  we  suppose  there  is  no  indiscretion  in 
saying  that  she  is  very  much  changed  from  her  former  gay,  first-class  hotel  appear¬ 
ance,  having  been  relieved  of  her  upper  works  and  painted  as  black  as  the  inside  of 
her  smokestack.  She  carries  a  jib  forward  and,  we  suppose,  some  steering  sail  aft, 
when  requisite. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  TJ.  S.  Nary,  to  Captain  Self  ridge,  TJ. 
S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mississippi,  regarding  repairs  to  that 
vessel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  December  5,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  information  that  the  Brooklyn  is  ordered  to  join  this 
squadron.  Upon  her  arrival,  I  will  send  her  to  relieve  you,  that  you 
may  proceed  to  Ship  Island  and  make  the  necessary  repairs  to  your 
machinery. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag -Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  T.  O.  Selfridge, 

Commanding  U  S.  S.  Mississippi,  off  Pass  a  V  Outre. 


Orders  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Shaw, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Montgomery. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  December'  6,  1861. 

Sir:  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Cuyler ,  Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing  Winslow,  you  will  proceed  without  delay  to  your  destination  and 
carry  out  your  instructions  of  the  2d  instant. 

The  enclosed  communication  you  will  be  pleased  to  hand  to  Com¬ 
mander  Henry  French,  commanding  U.  S.  sloop  Preble ,  which  vessel 
is  now  blockading  Atchafalaya  Bay. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  T.  D.  Shaw, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Montgomery,  off  Horn  Island  Pass. 

P-  S. — You  will  touch  at  Ship  Island,  and  should  there  be  a  coal 
ship  there,  will  take  on  board  as  much  as  you  can  stow,  with  all  possi¬ 
ble  dispatch,  before  proceeding  to  your  destination. 


Exchange  of  shots  between  U.  S.  S.  New  London  and  Confederate 
steamers  Pamlico  and  Oregon,  off  Mississippi  City,  Miss. ,  December 
7,  1861. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S,  S.  Massachusetts,  Commander  Smith,  commanding. 

December  7,  1861. — At  12:30  p.  m.  the  steamers  De  Soto  and  New 
London  got  underway  and  stood  in  toward  the  rebel  steamers  Pamlico 
and  Oregon.  At  1:30  New  London  exchanged  shots  with  Pamlico 
aiul  Oregon.  At  2  rebel  steamer  ran  into  Mississippi  City.  From  4 
to  6:  The  New  London  got  underway  and  stood  in  to  intercept  the 
rebel  gunboats.  We  got,  underway  and  stood  in  here.  At  1:30  saw 
two  other  rebel  steamers. 
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Abstract  log  of  TJ.  S.  S.  New  London,  Commander  Read,  commanding. 

December  7,  1861. — At  12  m.  two  rebel  steamers  appeared  in  the 
sound  off  Mississippi  City.  We  immediately  got  underway  and  went 
in  pursuit.  They  kept  close  inshore  in  shoal  water.  We  were  unable 
to  approach  within  effectual  range.  We  then  ran  up  the  rebel  flag, 
union  down,  and  tired  a  lee  gun  as  a  challenge  for  them  to  come  out 
and  tight,  but  they  declined  to  do  so.  Five  or  six  shots  were  exchanged 
with  no  effect.  They  then  stood  for  Lake  Pontchartrain. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto,  Commander  Walker,  commanding. 

December  7,  1861. — At  1  p.  m.  two  steamers  and  a  schooner  discov¬ 
ered  to  the  eastward.  Hove  up  and  steamed  out  in  chase  in  company 
with  the  New  London.  Went  to  quarters,  prepared  ship  for  action. 
In  consequence  of  the  shoalness  of  the  water,  unable  to  get  within 
range.  The  New  London  being  of  lighter  draft,  stood  in  ahead  of  us 
and  exchanged  shots  with  two  rebel  steamers  at  long  range.  At  about 
3:30  p.  m.  the  rebel  steamers  ran  into  shoaler  water  and  both  anchored 
or  tied  up  to  the  shore. 


Extract  from  the  Richmond  Dispatch,  December  17,  1861. 

A  Gallant  Affair. — Captain  Myers,  of  the  Oregon ,  had  been  sent  by 
General  Lovell  to  brine-  away  a  powder  mill  from  Handsboro,  Miss., 
and  was  on  his  way  with  it  when  the  gallant  little  affair  took  place,  for 
the  use  of  the  captain’s  report  of  which  (says  the  New  Orleans 
Picayune)  we  are  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  General  Lovell: 

C.  S.  Gunboat  Oregon,  December  8 ,  1861. 

General:  Whilst  lying  at  Harrison’s  wharf,  Mississippi  City,  about 
10  o’clock  p.  m.  yesterday,  the  C.  S.  gunboat  Pamlico ,  Captain  Dozier 
commanding,  ran  in  and  notified  me  that  the  enemy  were  approaching 
and  to  prepare  for  an  attack.  The  weather  was  so  hazy  that  a  vessel 
could  hardly  be  distinguished  at  5  miles  distant. 

Some  of  my  men  being  ashore  taking  in  water,  1  was  delayed  fifteen 
minutes,  thus  permitting  the  enemy  to  approach  to  within  4  miles  of 
the  wharf  before  I  could  get  underway. 

The  Pamlico  and  Oregon  then  stood  out  to  meet  them,  and  when 
out  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  wharf  a  three-masted  propeller 
schooner  opened  on  us  with  her  rifled  gun  and  tired  three  shells  much 
short  of  our  bows. 

Being  then  within  2  miles  of  each  other,  put  the  boat  about  in  order 
to  bring  our  rifled  cannon  to  bear,  and  we,  the  Pamlico  and  Oregon , 
fired  a  number  of  shot  at  the  schooner,  which  were  rapidly  acknowl¬ 
edged,  when  she  suddenly  declined  the  combat  and  concluded  to  haul 
off,  ran  away  to  the  southeastward,  under  the  guns  of  a  large  steam 
brig  of  war,  and  in  the  end  put  down  the  sound  to  the  eastward,  dhe 
brig  returned  to  the  fleet  off  Ship  Island,  and  I  returned  to  Mississippi 
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City  and  completed  the  business  in  which  I  was  engaged  when  inter¬ 
rupted  by  the  Lincolnites. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  Myers, 

Commanding  Oregon. 

Major-General  Lovell, 

Commanding  Department  No.  1 ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Report  of  Captain  Eagle ,  U  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Santee , 
regarding  general  matters  connected  with  affairs  off  Galveston ,  Tex. 


U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 

Off  Galveston  Bar ,  Tex. ,  December  8 ,  1861. 

Sir:  In  my  communication  of  November  12,  I  mentioned  that,  in 
leaving-  this  anchorage  to  destroy  the  batteries  along  the  town,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  have  a  steamer  to  tow  us  in. 

I  omitted  to  mention  that  the  position  to  be  taken  is  3  miles  to  the 
southward,  and  if  we  left  here  and  had  no  steamer  with  us  the  rebel 
steamer  General  Rusk  could  improve  the  opportunity  to  escape.  The 
swell  or  undulation  of  the  water  is  always  considerable  at  this  place, 
except  when  the  wind  is  offshore,  and  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
select  a  favorable  position  without  the  aid  of  a  steamer. 

The  rebels  have  sunk  a  hulk  in  the  inner  channel,  between  the  fort 
at  the  end  of  the  town  and  the  town.  On  the  4th  instant  the  Sam. 
Houston  returned  from  a  four  days’  trip  to  the  southward  and  west¬ 
ward.  At  [San]  Bernard  River  there  is  a  24-pounder  mounted  on  a 
small  piece  of  earth  work.  The  rebels  fired  three  shots  at  the  schooner, 
the  shot  falling  a  mile  short. 

Two  miles  farther  down,  the  schooner  fired  two  shells  at  fifteen  or 
twenty  horsemen,  causing  much  confusion  among  them. 

A.t  8  p.  m.,  the  4th  instant,  the  bark  Midnight  arrived,  and  sailed 
again  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  soon  after  daylight  in  the  execution 
of  her  orders.  Midshipman  Charles  D.  Jones  reported  for  duty.  On 
the  5th  the  schooner  Victoria ,  loaded  with  wool,  prize  to  the  Santiago 
de  Cuba,  arrived,  and  is  now  here  awaiting  the  arrival  of  Commander 
Ridgely.  The  following  is  an  extract  of  Commander  Ridgelv’s  letter 
to  me: 


J  have  sent  the  Victoria  to  Galveston  to  report  to  you.  If,  after  waiting  four  days 
oft  the  Brazos  Santiago,  I  do  not  meet  her  (the  vessel  alluded  to  by  the  Havana 
£°nfub  1  w'h  proceed  to  Galveston.  I  am  informed  by  several  of  the  passengers 
“at  three  English  schooners  had  arrived  at  Point  Isabel  within  the  last  few  days 
quite  an  extensive  trade  has  been  carried  on  from  Havana,  the  vessels  clearing 
lor  Matamoras  and  slipping  in  at  Point  Isabel. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  Commander  Ridgely  from  R.  W. 
Shufeldt,  American  consul  at  Havana. 

I  enclose  copy  of  report  made  against  the  traitor  Sidney  Bennett 
and  await  your  orders  in  regard  to  his  disposal.  He  is  in  double 
irons,  bhould  you  order  a  court-martial,  1  will  make  out  charges 
against  him.  ° 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Eagle, 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean,  Captam. 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Captain  Powell ,  U.  S.  Nmy ,  commanding  XI.  S.  skip 

Potomac ,  regarding  general  matters  connected  with  affairs  off  Mobile, 
Ala. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 

Off  Mobile ,  December  8 ,  ,/<b'6\/. 

Commodore:  1  have  to  inform  you  that  the  Guyler  came  in  last 
night  and  delivered  your  letter  and  enclosed  circulars. 

It  g-ives  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  Corporal  Easton,  as  named 
in  your  dispatch,  was  not  one  of  the  marine  guard  of  this  ship.  He 
must,  therefore,  have  been  detailed  from  some  other  vessel. 

The  schooner  Rachel  Seaman  delivered  the  rifled  gun,  which  was 
forthwith  mounted.  My  ports  afford  it,  unfortunately,  but  little 
elevation.  If  Colonel  Brown  would  spare  me,  for  a  while,  one  of  the 
army  carriages  which  would  mount  the  Parrott  gun,  I  could  arrange 
to  tire  over  the  rail  forward,  1  think,  effectively.  Should  he  comply, 
please  forward  it  and  pivot  bolts  with  two  sockets  by  the  first  oppor¬ 
tunity. 

The  De  Soto  made  a  narrow  escape  on  Thursday  night.  She  was 
standing  for  the  shoals  between  the  bar  and  Fort  Morgan  when  1  made 
my  number,  which  not  being  answered,  I  fired  a  shotted  gun  toward 
her.  She  made  no  reply,  but  bore  up  directly  for  my  broadside, 
oassed  close  to  my  quarter,  and  stood  off  in  m}r  wake.  Some  one 
leard  “  De  Sotof  and  called  out.  She  made  no  signal,  but  kept  on 
ler  way. 

You  will  have  heard  from  Commander  Price  the  particulars  con¬ 
cerning  bis  boilers,  and  1  have  therefore  nothing  to  say  upon  that 
subject. 

You  know  this  ground,  and  will,  perhaps,  agree  with  me  that  two 
vessels  can  scarcely  prevent  a  steamer  from  running  out  under  certain 
circumstances,  of  wind,  weather,  night,  etc. 

Several  steamers  appeared  in  the  bay  on  the  5th  crowded  with  visit¬ 
ors  to  Fort  Morgan,  women  foi  the  most  part,  as  I  have  since  learned. 

Monday ,  December  9. — 1  sent  the  second  launch  into  the  main  pass 
toward  Fort  Morgan  last  night,  where  she  watched  for  the  Miramon 
until  daylight,  when  a  heavy  fog  came  on,  but  she  reached  the  ship  in 
good  time.  Nothing  had  been  seen  or  heard.  Nevertheless,  as  the 
fog  cleared  away  a  white  flag  was  seen  to  wave  on  Sand  Island,  near 
the  light-house,  but  covered  from  the  view  of  Fort  Morgan.  I  sent 
in  a  boat,  which  returned  bringing  off  a  contraband,  one  of  five  who 
took  a  boat  and  fled  from  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Morgan.  They  were 
pursued,  fired  into,  2  killed,  2  captured,  and  the  1  brought  off,  who 
escaped  by  taking  to  the  water. 

This  negro  represents  the  fort  and  sand  hills  to  be  mounted  by  300 
guns  and  manned  by  three  regiments.  He  says  that  they  have  bat¬ 
teries  of  one  and  two  guns,  at  intervals,  several  miles  up  the  beach  to 
the  cove,  which  last  is  reached  in  4  or  5  miles  by  a  newly  constructed 
train  road  served  by  horse  trains.  The  coast  guard  is  mounted. 

Fort  Morgan  is  under  command  of  Colonel  Maury,  late  in  U.  S. 
Army;  but  General  Withers  is  expected  to  arrive  to-day  for  the  chief 
command.  Fort  Gaines  is  weak,  ten  or  a  dozen  guns  only.  A  small 
battery  is  also  planted  at  Grant’s  Pass.  He  says  that  there  are  but 
few  troops  at  Fort  Gaines — about  180  men. 

In  relation  to  the  Miramon ,  he  says  that  she  was  one  of  the  steamers 
that  brought  the  crowd  of  visitors  to  Fort  Morgan  on  the  5th;  that 
when  she  entered  Mobile  last  spring,  she  was  seized,  chained  up,  and 
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though  since  used  by  the  enemy,  has  never  been  outside.  This  can 
not,  therefore,  be  (if  the  information  is  reliable)  the  steamer  seen  off 
this  port,  as  reported  by  me,  nor  has  one  entered  from  abroad.  That 
craft  must  be  hovering  round  still.  The  Huntsville  can  give  me  water 
now  and  then  at  intervals,  and  has  furnished  up  to  this  time  some 
5,000  gallons.  Nevertheless,  she  could  till  us  up  if  she  were  near  us 
ten  or  a  dozen  days.  For  this  purpose,  in  part,  and  to  enable  her  to 
blow  off  and  repair,  if  you  could  spare  another  steamer  for  ten  or 
twelve  days,  it  would  not  impair  the  public  interests. 

The  contraband  reports  further  that  a  steam  ram  is  about  half  built 
at  Mobile,  from  which  great  results  are  looked  for.  She  is  to  be 
arranged  so  as  to  fire  a  gun  into  the  ship  when  she  strikes. 

We  saw  the  Miramon ,  as  we  supposed,  for  she  is  the  only  masted 
steamer  in  the  bay,  on  the  evening  of  the  8th. 

I  am  sir,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Powell, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Niagara ,  off  Fort  Pickens. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  McKean ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  referring  to  the  cases  of 
the  vessels  Empress  and  Cornucopia. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  December  10 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commu¬ 
nication  of  the  9th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the 
U.  S.  consulate  at  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

In  reply,  1  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  neither  of  the  vessels 
referred  to  have  been  allowed  to  reach  their  destination.  The  Empress, 
as  reported  in  my  dispatch  (No.  10)  dated  the  3d  instant,  was  captured 
while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and 
was  sent  to  New  1  ork  for  adjudication.  The  Cornucopia ,  as  stated  in 
my  dispatch  (No.  8)  dated  November  18,  was  detained  by  the  Water 
Witch  off  Mobile,  but  considering  her  entitled  to  a  warning,  I  directed 
that  her  papers  should  be  endorsed,  and  she  sailed  for  New  York. 

The  difference  in  the  cases  of  these  vessels  was  as  follows:  The  Cor¬ 
nucopia  stood  boldly  in,  in  broad  daylight,  making  no  effort  to  avoid 
the  blockading  vessels;  the  Empress  attempted  to  run  by  them  in  the 
night,  thereby  getting  ashore,  and  was  captured. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag- Off  cer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  his  delay  in 

proceeding  to  Ship  Island. 

U.  s.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  December'  10,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  four  com¬ 
munications  of  the  25th  ultimo  (one  marked  confidential),  per  steamer 

Constituhon. 
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They  were  forwarded  to  me  from  kShip  Island  by  Commander  Smith, 
together  with  a  communication  from  Brigadier-General  Phelps, 
announcing  his  arrival.  I  immediately  replied  to  the  communication 
of  General  Phelps,  informing  him  that  I  would  leave  for  the  island 
upon  the  return  of  the  Richmond  from  Key  West,  which  I  was  hourly 
expecting. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  been  at  Ship  Island,  awaiting  the  arrival 
of  the  troops,  but  I  was  prevented  hy  the  necessity  which  arose  for 
sending  the  Richmond  to  Key  West  for  repairs,  as  I  had  no  other 
vessel  of  suitable  force  to  leave  here.  I  shall  proceed  to  the  island 
immediately  upon  her  return,  and  in  the  meantime  I  have  instructed 
Commander  Smith  to  render  to  General  Phelps  all  the  assistance  in 
his  power. 

I  have  dispatched  the  storeship  Rational  Guard  to  Tortugas  for  a 
cargo  of  coal,  and,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  have  instructed  her 
commander  to  take  on  board  and  convey  to  Ship  Island  thirteen  of  the 
IX-inch  Dahlgren  guns.  I  will  mention,  however,  that  these  guns 
are  not  suitable  for  a  casemate  battery. 

The  general  orders  for  distribution  referred  to  in  one  of  your  com¬ 
munications,  in  regard  to  the  transfer  of  men  and  the  appointment  of 
yeomen  and  paymaster’s  and  surgeon’s  stewards,  have  been  received, 
but  those  relating  to  allotments  have  not  come  to  hand. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  J).  G. 


Report  of  Commander  Alden ,  L .  S.  Navy ,  commanding  F.  S.  S. 
South  Carolina ,  regarding  tlxe  capture  of  the  Confederate  sloop 
Florida ,  Deceiriher  11,  1861. 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  December  88,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  boats  of 
this  vessel  captured,  on  the  11th  instant,  just  inside  the  islands,  about 
Timbalier  light-house,  a  small  sloop  called  the  Florida ,  with  7  persons 
on  board,  one  a  captain  in  the  rebel  Army,  the  others  claiming  to  be 
residents  of  Berwick  City.  After  detaining  them  a  day  or  two,  and 
being  satisfied  that  they  were  bona  fide  citizens,  I  permitted  them, 
after5  subscribing  to  the  requisite  oath,  to  land.  The  captain,  whose 
name  is  George  J.  Make,  and  the  pilot  were  kept,  the  latter  because  it 
was  thought,  from  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  numerous  inlets 
and  bayous  in  that  vicinity,  he  would  be  useful  to  us.  ^  Captain  Mahe 
goes  north  in  the  next  supply  steamer  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  will, 
on  his  arrival,  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  U.  S.  marshal  at  New 
York. 


Respectfully,  etc., 


James  Alden, 

Commander. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  I!  S.  Navy ,  Washington , 

N  W  K — VOL  16 - 52 
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Report  of  Commander  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy ,  giving  inf  arm  ation  obtained 
from  a  sailor  from  sloop  Florida ,  captured  near  Timbalier ,  Decem¬ 
ber  If  1861. 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina. 

Off  Ship  Island ,  December  19 ,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  11th 
instant  the  boats  of  this  vessel  captured  a  small  sloop  inside  the  island 
near  Timbalier.  She  had  no  cargo,  but  there  were  on  board  at  the 
time  7  persons,  all  residents  of  Berwick  City,  except  one,  George  J. 
Mahe,  a  captain  in  the  rebel  Army.  Their  story  was  that  they  had 
been  down  on  a  hunting  and  fishing  excursion.  They  were  all  well 
armed,  each  with  a  double-barreled  fowling  piece  and  plenty  of  ammu¬ 
nition.  After  keeping  them  a  day  or  two  1  became  satisfied  that  they 
were  what  they  pretended  to  be;  the  parole  of  5  was  accordingly 
taken  and  they  were  landed.  Captain  Mahe,  of  course,  I  retained, 
and  he  is  now  a  prisoner  of  w'ar  on  board  this  vessel,  and  unless  ordered 
otherwise  1  shall  send  him  north  in  the  first  supply  steamer.  The 
seventh  and  last  one  was  an  old  sailor,  a  Dutchman,  whom  I  found  so 
communicative  and  displaying  such  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  bays 
and  inlets  of  that  vicinity  that  I  determined  to  keep  him  also. 
Amongst  the  information  that  I  obtained  from  this  last-mentioned 
individual,  all  of  which,  by  the  way,  was  confirmed  in  more  or  less  of 
the  particulars  by  the  others,  is  that  there  are  two  forts  on  the  river 
from  3  to  6  miles. below  the  town,  each  mounting  five  guns,  one  rifled, 
and  300  men,  besides  nearly  300  men  in  camp  near  the  city,  making  in 
all  about  1,000  men.  But  the  most  interesting  part  of  it  all  was  the 
information  we  got  about  the  Mobile,  a  propeller  which  has  been  fitting 
out  there  for  some  time.  He  said  that  she  was  about  L00  tons,  thor¬ 
oughly  strengthened,  and  armed  with  four  (some  of  the  prisoners  said 
six)  heavy  guns,  two  of  them  rifled.  She  is  nearly  ready  for  sea,  but 
has  only  half  a  crew,  say  40  men,  all  of  whom  are  the  worst  kind  of 
beach  combers,  and  only  waits  to  fill  up  her  complement  before  leav¬ 
ing  her  anchorage,  which  is  near  the  entrance  of  the  creek  or  river.  I 
made  my  informant  mark  her  exact  locality,  as  well  as  the  position  of 
the  forts  on  the  river,  on  the  chart. 

Feeling  certain  that  the  steamer  above  referred  to  could  be  easily 
taken,  I  addressed  a  note  to  Commander  Shaw,  of  the  Montgomery 
giving  him  all  the  facts,  a  sketch  of  the  locality,  etc.,  and  urging  him 
m  the  strongest  manner  to  send  his  and  the  Prebids  boat  to  cut  her  out. 
and  I  trust  he  will  do  so,  for  a  good,  hearty  effort  in  that  direction 
must  succeed.  The  note  for  Captain  Shaw  and  the  Dutchman,  mv 
informant,  who  goes  with  it,  and  will  willingly  act  as  pilot  to  the 
expedition,  I  left  on  board  the  De  Soto  with  Captain  Walker,  who,  if 
he  does  not  see  Captain  Shaw  himself,  will  send  them  both  on  in  the 
supply  steamer. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  Shaw ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Montgomery ,  of  arrival  off  Atchafalaya  Bay. 

U.  S.  S.  Montgomery, 

Off  Atchafalaya  Bay ,  December  12,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  arrived  off  this  place  on 
the  10th  instant,  all  well.  At  11  a.  m.  of  that  daj^  spoke  Id.  B.  M. 
steam  sloop  Desperate ,  from  Vera  Cruz,  ten  days  out.  1  found  on 
this  station  the  U.  S.  sloop  Preble  and  Fear  not,  supply  ship.  I  was 
in  hopes  of  obtaining  some  coal  from  the  latter  vessel,  but  am  unable 
to  do  so,  as  she  is  so  light.  The  captain,  however,  will  endeavor,  if 
expedient,  to  give  us  30  or  50  tons  on  his  return  from  the  Santee. 

Yesterday  we  spoke  the  prize  schooner  Samuel  Houston ,  Master’s 
Mate  Lambert  in  charge,  from  Galveston,  bound  to  South  West  Pass. 
Your  dispatches  have  been  delivered  to  Commander  French. 

With  great  respect,  1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  D.  Shaw, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  IV.  W.  McKean, 

Comdg.  TJ.  S.  Blockading  Squadron ,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Report  of  Commander  Smith ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  capture  of 
schooner  Delight  and  sloops  Advocate ,  Express ,  and  Osceola. 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

At  Ship  Island ,  December  12,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  capture  of  the  sloop  Advocate  by  the 
steamer  New  Bondon  on  the  1st  instant  in  Mississippi  Sound,  and  also 
the  seizures  of  the  schooner  Delight  and  sloops  Express  and  Osceola 
on  the  9th  instant,  off  Cat  Island  Passage. 

The  vessels  are  all  fishing  smacks,  of  little  value,  and  can  onty  be 
used  to  obstruct  channels  or  construct  piers  for  a  temporary  wharf  at 
Ship  Island. 

They  were  sailing  under  Confederate  papers,  each  with  a  crew  of 
four  men,  and  the  names  of  those  captured  are  herewith  annexed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  TJ.  S.  Blockading  Squadron,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

List  of  prisoners. 

Sloop  Advocate. — A .  B.  Fanning,  captain;  James  Cummings,  Henry 

Smith,  Archy  Ruby.  .  ,  „ 

Schooner  Delight.—  Martin  Freeman,  captain;  John  Smith,  Henry 

Lapine,  Jacob  Gillard,  .  T  , 

Sloop  Express.  — Mark  Stoddard,  captain;  William  Barslow,  Joseph 

Desces. 

Sloop  Osceola.— Patrick  Collins,  Norman  Leslie. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  McKean ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  to  send  a  sailing  vessel  to  Vera  Cruz ,  Mexico. 


Navy  Department,  December  12,  1861. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  a  convention  recently  concluded  between  the 
sovereigns  of  Great  Britian,  France,  and  Spain,  land  and  sea  forces 
combined  are  to  be  sent  by  those  powers  to  Mexico  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining,  through  a  common  action,  the  redress  of  their  grievances 
against  that  republic.  It  is  desirable  that  the  United  States  should 
have  a  vessel  of  war  on  that  coast  to  look  after  American  citizens  and 
!  heir  interests  during  the  conflict  that  may  arise. 

You  will  therefore  dispatch  one  of  the  sailing  vessels  of  your 
squadron  to  Vera  Cruz  for  that  purpose,  with  instructions  to  remain 
there  or  in  that  vicinity  until  otherwise  ordered. 

The  commanding  officer  will  announce  his  arrival  to  the  U.  S.  min¬ 
ister  to  Mexico,  and  will  also  communicate  his  proceedings  to  the 
Department  direct. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Instructions  *  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  commanding 
officers ,  regarding  seizure  of  articles  as  contraband  of  war. 

Flagship  Niagara,  December  13 , 1861. 

I  have  information  that  many  small  vessels  load  at  Havana  and  else¬ 
where  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war  and  clear  for  Matamoras.  As 
there  is  but  little  doubt  that  these  cargoes  are  intended  for  the  Con¬ 
federate  States,  you  will  therefore  capture  without  hesitation  an v  ves¬ 
sel  having  arms  and  munitions  or  articles  contraband  of  war,  Which 
you  have  good  reason  to  suppose  are  intended  for  those  waging  war 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  The  abuse  of  a  foreign 
flag  or  the  destination  to  a  neutral  port  must  not  be  permitted  to  shield 
the  conveyance  of  arms  or  munitions  to  the  enemy. 

You  are  also  instructed  not  to  recognize  a  provisional  register  issued 
by  any  foreign  consul  in  the  insurrectionary  States  since  the  declaration 
of  blockade  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  -Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Instructions  from  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander 
Smith ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  transfer  of  Shijp  Island  to  the 
army  forces. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  December  If  1861. 
Sir:  On  the  arrival  of  the  Water  Witchyow  will  be  pleased  to  have 
the  midshipmen,  seamen,  and  marines  belonging  to  the  frigate 

*TliiH  circular  order  was  issued  to  Captain  Craven,  (J.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn,  under  date  January  22,  1862.— Compiler. 
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Potomac ,  with  their  arms,  accouterments,  etc.,  and  whatever  provisions 
may  he  remaining,  put  on  board  of  her  and  dispatch  her  to  that  ship 
off1  Mobile,  instructing  Lieutenant  Commanding  Hughes  to  deliver 
them  to  Captain  Powell;  after  which  he  will  return  to  Ship  Island 
without  delay. 

You  will  employ  the  Water  Witch  in  Mississippi  Sound  until  further 
orders. 

The  Richmond  was  to  have  left  Key  West  on  the  12th  instant. 
Immediately  on  her  arrival  here,  I  will  leave  for  Ship  Island,  and  on 
my  arrival  will  turn  over  the  fort  to  Brigadier-General  Phelps. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Melancton  Smith, 

Commanding  IT.  S.  S.  - Massachusetts ,  Ship  Island. 


Better  from  Flag- Office r  McKean ,  F.  S.  Na/yy ,  to  Colonel  Brown t 
PS.  Army ,  ■ regarding  cooperation  in  transportation  of  troops. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens ,  December  Iff  1861. 

Sir:  Your  communication*  is  received.  I  will  aid  in  landing  the 
troops,  but  can  send  but  two  boats.  If  you  will  send  off  your  large 

boats,  I  will  send  a  party  of  men. 

I  am,  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Colonel  Harvey  Brown, 

Commanding  Department  of  Florida ,  Fort  1  ickens. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Craven ,  U.  S.  Navy /, 

commanding  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn ,  to  proceed  to  duty  m  the  Gull 

Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  December  15,  1861. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Brooklyn  is  ready  for  sea, 
proceed  with  her  with  all  practicable  dispatch  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
and  report  to  Flag-Officer  William  W.  McKean  for  duty  as  a  part  of 
the  squadron  under  his  command. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew 
and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Brooklyn. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

’  1  Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  T.  T.  Craven,  _  _  7  D7  .7  ,  ,  7  . 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn,  Philadelphia. 


*Not  found. 
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CONFEDERATE  REPORTS  ^YINTU)  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Steamships  of  the  Southern  Steamship  Company. 

New  Orleans,  May  J,  1861. 

Tennessee ,  Charles  Morgan ,  Texas ,  Mexico ,  Orizaba ,  Atlantic ,  all 
wooden  vessels. 

Also,  William  G.  Ilewes,  Arizona ,  Austin ,  Matagorda ,  all  iron 
vessels. 

Tow  boats  Junius  Beebe ,  Anglo  Norman ,  Anglo  Saxon ,  Anglo  Amer¬ 
ican ,  William  II.  Ivy ,  A.  A  Whitmore ,  William  II.  Webb ,  Vanderbilt , 
Victoria.  All  the  above  are  low-pressure  boats.  Also  James  L.  Day. 

J.  P.  Whitney ,  Z.  Millandon ,  J.  M.  Whann,  Mary  King  stand , 
Phoenix ,  Baltic ,  J.  M.  Daniels ,  Hercules ,  Ocean ,  Zitar,  A A  Charles , 
Defiance ,  Music ,  Landis ,  Panther.  These  last  are  all  high  pressure. 

Julius  A.  Pratt. 


Low-pressure  steamer  Calhoun  (privateer). 

Propellers:  TFhfstm,  Mosher ,  Union,  Baltic,  Tuscarora,  Mobile  (under 
seizure  at  Berwick  Bay). 

Propeller  Enoch  Train,  now  in  port. 


[Telegram.] 

Mobile,  Ala.  ,  JZ/y  AS‘67. 

Steamers  Zh'cZ  Keyes  and  Lewis  taken  by  fleet  last  night.  This 
morning  about  7  both  started  in  convoy,  supposed  by  Powhatan,  to 
westward. 

Zantzinger. 

Hon.  L.  P. Walker. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Rousseau,  C.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department,  Montgomery ,  May  10,  1861. 
Sir:  Acting  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  has  been  ordered  to 
report  to  you  for  duty  at  New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  Mallory, 
Secretary  Navy. 

Captain  L.  Rousseau,  C.  S.  Navy, 

AZio  Orleans. 

Reported,  New  Orleans,  May  15,  1861. 

L.  Rousseau. 


[Tel  egram  .—Private.] 

Montgomery,  JZm/  7557. 

Ship  TTmZsor  Forest  cleared  from  Liverpool  on  27th  of  April  with 
munitions  of  war  for  this  Government,  Her  charter  was  to  Quebec; 
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really,  however,  for  a  Southern  port.  Her  real  course  to  the  Gulf  lies 
"by  the  south  side  of  Cuba.  She  will  be  near  Cape  San  Antonio  by  1st 
of  June.  She  should  be  advised  of  blockade.  Can’t  you  put  pilot  boat 
on  this  duty? 

L.  P.  Walker. 

Collector  Hatch, 

New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Major-General  Twiggs ,  C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  affairs  in  the 
vicinity  of  New  Orleans  upon  his  assuming  command  there. 

Headquarters  Department  No.  1,  C.  S.  A., 

New  Orleans ,  La. ,  June  1,  1861. 

General:  For  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  report 
that  1  assumed  the  command  at  this  place  yesterday.  To-day  I  re¬ 
ceived  Special  Orders,  No.  Gl,  from  the  Adjutant-General,  defining  my 
command.  The  seacoast  between  this  and  Fort  Morgan  is  very  much 
exposed  to  attacks  from  small  boats,  and  troops  stationed  at  Ship  Island 
can  be  of  no  use  except  in  defending  that  particular  point.  Indeed, 
without  some  heavy  guns  they  could  be  taken  by  the  Black  Republican 
fleet  at  any  time.  I  propose  that  two  companies  be  stationed  at  sev¬ 
eral  points,  say  Pass  Christian,  Biloxi,  Mississippi  City,  East  Pasca¬ 
goula,  and  Ship  Island.  Colonel  Barrow’s  regiment,  Fourth  Louisiana 
Volunteers,  is  not  yet  assigned.  This  would  give  for  the  present  all 
the  security  needed^  during  the  summer  months.  On  the  Mississippi 
River  there  should  be  some  batteries  erected,  particularly  at  Baton 
Rouge,  as  the  arsenal  there  might  be  attacked  by  troops  descending 

the  river.  . 

Berwick  Bay  ought  to  have  some  troops,  as  it  is  an  important  point 

for  the  Texas  line  of  steamers. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  Twiggs, 

Major-General ,  Commanding  Department  No.  1. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General ,  G.  S.  A. 


Report  of  Major-General  Twiggs ,  C.  A.  Army ,  regarding  request  made 
of  the  governor  of  Louisiana  for  reinforcem  ents. 

Headquarters  Department  No.  1,  C.  S.  A., 

New  Orleans ,  June  10 ,  1861. 

Sir'  It  is  reported  that  the  enemy  have  at  least  two  light-draft 
steamers  at  the  Balize  with  troops.  I  have  called  on  the  governor  this 
morning  for  reinforcements  for  Forts  Jackson  and  Pike,  toi  tioops  to 
garrison  Fort  Livino-ston,  at  Barataria;  for  a  company  to  be  placed  at 
the  terminus  of  the  Mexican  Gulf  Railroad,  and  for  four  companies  to 
be  stationed  at  the  barracks  below  the  city,  to  be  ready  in  any  emer- 
o-encv.  This  department  is  very  badly  ofi  for  men  and  ammunition. 

"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  Twiggs, 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Order  of  Captain.  Rousseau ,  C.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Hunter ,  C.  S. 
Navy ,  regarding  the  shipment  of  men  for  the  C.  8.  8.  Jackson. 

New  Orleans,  June  10,  1861. 

You  are  hereby  authorized  to  ship,  for  general  service  for  the  C.  S. 
Navy,  such  men  as  you  deem  suitable  for  the  C.  S.  S.  Jackson. 
Respectfully, 

L.  Rousseau. 

Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Correspondence  regarding  the  yacht  Gypsy  and  her  seizure,  June 12, 1861. 

Letter  from  Collector  Hatch,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  regarding'  the  offer  of  the  owner  of 
the  yacht  to  search  for  the  ship  Windsor  Forest. 


Custom-House,  Collector’s  Office, 

New  Orleans,  June  6,  1861. 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  report  of  the  3d  instant  I  have  the  honor  to 
inf oi m  you  that  Mr.  John  O.  Robinson,  a  wealth}7  English  gentleman, 
who  has  resided  many  years  in  this  city,  has  placed  his  tine  yacht 
Gypsy,  of  about  60  tons  burden,  under  British  colors,  and  sails  this 
day,  with  a  carefully  prepared  chart  indicating  the  track  of  the  Windsor 
forest,  in  search  of:’  that  vessel.  He  goes  ostensibly  on  a  fishing  or 
pleasure  party,  taking  all  the  risk  of  capture,  but  for  no  other  object 
than  the  hope  of  being  able  to  give  this  vessel  timely  warning  to  make 
a  port  of  safety.  Mr.  Robinson,  at  my  suggestion,  entered  with  zeal 
and  alacrity  upon  the  attempt  to  accomplish  this  object  without  the 
expectation  of  fee  or  reward  in  any  shape,  but  from  pure  devotion  to 
the  Confederate  States.  I  can  not  doubt  that  this  noble  and  patriotic 
service  will  call  from  the  Department  an  expression  of  its  appreciation 
commensurate  with  the  risks  incurred  and  the  interests  involved;  but 
1  beg  to  add  that  as  a  British  subject  I  am  satisfied  that  it  would  be 
more  agreeable  to  him  that  whatever  expression  the  Department 
should  think  proper  to  make  should  be  of  a  private  character,  and  not 
made  public. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


F.  H.  Hatch, 

Collector, 


Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. 

P.  S.-  Mr.  Robinson  will  also  include  the  Bamherg  in  his  search 

F.  H.  H. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Mr.  Robinson,  acknowledging  the  offer  of  the  yacht. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

War  Department,  Richmond,  June  12,  1861. 
Sir:  This  Department  has  learned  with  pleasure  that  you  have  placed 
your  fine  yacht  Gypsy,  with  a  carefully  prepared  chart,  on  the  track 
of  the  Windsor  forest,  with  a  view  to  capture  [sic]  that  vessel-  and 
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that  you  also  include  the  Bamberg  in  your  search.  The  Department  is 
deeply  sensible  of  the  important  service  you  thus  propose  to  render  to 
the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  not  only  wishes  }tou  the  most 
brilliant  success,  but  also  hopes  that  your  noble  example  may  inspire 
other  citizens  with  a  like  heroic  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  and  devotion  to 
the  great  cause. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War. 

John  G.  Robinson,  Esq., 

New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Collector  Hatch,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  letter  from  the  owner 
of  the  yacht  to  the  British  minister,  regarding  seizure. 

Custom-House,  Collector’s  Office, 

New  Orleans ,  June  07,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication 
made  to  Lord  Lyons,  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  minister  at  Washington, 
by  John  G.  Robinson,  of  New  Orleans,  on  the  subject  of  the  capture 
and  detention  of  the  British  yacht  Gypsy  by  the  United  States  ship 
Brooklyn  and  copies  of  telegraphic  dispatches  and  note  from  Captain 
Poor,  U.  S.  Navy,  on  the  same  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  Id.  Hatch, 

Collector. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War ,  Richmond ,  Va. 

[Enclosure.] 

New  Orleans,  June  £6,  1861. 

Mr  Lord:  Our  consul,  William  Mure,  esq.,  not  having  given  you 
official  notice  of  the  insult  offered  to  our  flag  at  sea  by  the  capture  and 
detention  of  my  yacht,  the  particulars  of  which,  as  follows,  are 
respectfully  submitted  for  jmur  lordship’s  consideration: 

The  undersigned,  captain  and  owner  of  the  yacht  Gypsy ,  of  about 
50  tons,  being  duly  registered,  with  a  crew  consisting  of  sailing  mas¬ 
ter  (Clemens),  pilot  (Smith),  three  sailors,  cook,  steward,  and  one 
hired  negro  boy  (body  servant),  left  Biloxi,  Miss.,  by  Ship  Island 
Pass,  not  blockaded,  on  a  fishing  and  pleasure  excursion  for  my  health. 
On  the  12th  instant,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  was  taken  at  sea,  British 
colors  flying,  by  the  American  sloop  of  war  Brooklyn ,  Captain  Poor, 
a  prize  crew  placed  on  board  my  yacht,  and  myself  ordered  by  an 
armed  force  on  board  the  Brooklyn  a  prisoner;  charges  against  me, 
running  the  blockade,  not  true;  and  also  that  I  was  an  American  citi¬ 
zen,  inasmuch  as  I  held  property  in  Louisiana.  I  own  property  here, 
the  law  allowing  aliens  to  do  so.  A  hi  1st  on  board  I  was  respectfully 
treated  by  all  excepting  the  first  lieutenant.  After  protesting,  British 
register  in  hand,  my  yacht  overhauled  by  a  professed  friendly  Power, 
and  nothing  of  an  improper  character  found  therein,  I  was  released, 
together  with  the  negro  boy,  to  enable  me  to  communicate  with  my 
Government,  which  I  did  by  telegraph,  copies  annexed,  also  notes  to 
and  from  Captain  Poor. 
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On  the  14th  instant  Captain  Poor  waited  upon  me  on  board  the 
Bremen  ship  Senator  Jos.  Ren ,  detained  on  the  bar,  and  there 
informed  me  that  my  men  had  agreed  to  an  oath  not  to  take  up  arms 
against  the  United  States  during  the  present  war.  All  required  to 
release  them  was  my  guarantee.  On  arrival  on  the  Brooklyn  this  was 
done,  under  a  threat  of  being  transferred  from  the  }7acht  on  board  a 
blockading  vessel  to  serve  the  United  States.  After  detaining  my 
yacht  and  men  under  the  guns  of  the  Brooklyn  for  four  days,  say  on 
the  16th  instant,  my  papers  endorsed  “Ordered  off  Pass  a  l’Outre,” 
they  were  told  to  proceed  homeward,  escorted  by  a  war  steamer. 
Having  got  a  little  ahead  of  her  was  tired  at,  brought  to,  and  a  second 
time  ordered  home.  Yacht  and  crew  now  lying  in  Lake  Pontchartrain, 
Confederate  States. 

My  men  protest  against  the  oath  taken  under  compulsion  and  guar¬ 
anteed  by  me.  I,  therefore,  now  look  to  your  lordship,  as  the  repre¬ 
sentative  of  my  Government,  to  cancel  the  document  signed  on  board 
the  sloop  of  war  Brooklyn ,  Captain  Poor,  and  left  in  possession  of 
that  officer. 

I  am,  my  lord,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Robinson. 

His  Excellency  Lord  Lyons,  K.  C.  B., 

Her  Britannic  Majesty’s  Minister  at  Washington. 


Letter  from  tlie  owner  of  the  yacht  to  Commander  Poor,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  requesting  the  return 

of  his  men. 

Pass  A  l’Outre,  June  lj,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  send  you  the  telegram  (No.  3)  received  from  my  consul, 
to  read  and  return.  Close  fast  day  in  New  Orleans.  Could  only  get 
this.  Please  let  me  have  my  men,  if  not  the  yacht. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Robinson. 

Captain  Poor, 

Sloop  of  War  Brooklyn. 


[Telegram.] 

Pass  a  l'Outre,  June  18,  1861. 

Yacht  Gypsy  taken  under  sail,  with  British  flag  flying,  by  Brooklyn. 
What  am  1  to  do?  1  wait  answer  at  telegraph  station. 

John  G.  Robinson. 

William  Mure, 

British  Consul. 


[Telegram.] 

British  Consulate, 

Mew  Orleans ,  June  13 ,  1861. 

1  can  give  no  advice  until  I  know  the  circumstances.  If  you  have 
addressed  Captain  Poor  that  you  are  a  pleasure  yacht,  anil  merely 
sailing  on  an  excursion,  1  think  that  he  will  release  the  Gypsy.  Tell 
him  that  you  have  this  from  me. 

William  Mure, 

British  Consul. 

Commodore  John  G.  Robinson, 

Yacht  Gypsy. 
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Letter  from  Commander  Poor,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  the  owner  of  the  yacht,  declining  to  release 

the  men  belonging  to  the  Gypsy. 

U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn, 

Off  Pass  a  V  Outre,  June  Iff  1861. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  say  in  answer  to  your  note  just  received  that  I  can 
not  comply  with  your  request  to  let  the  men  on  board  the  Gypsy  leave. 
In  permitting  yourself  and  servant  to  depart  I  have  done  all  that  I  feel 
justified  in  doing  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  Poor, 

Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

John  G.  Robinson,  Esq. 


Report  of  Captain  Stevens ,  C.  S.  Army ,  presenting  a  memoir  regarding 
measures  of  defense  for  the  coast  of  Texas. 

Richmond,  [Va.],  June  12,  1861. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  direction,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  memoir  for  defense  of  the  coast  of  Texas: 

For  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine  River,  two  24-pounders  and  one  com¬ 
pany.  For  Galveston  Island,  four  or  five  8-inch  columbiads,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  their  present  supply,  and,  relying  upon  the  volunteers  of  the 
city,  three  companies  would  suffice.  I  would,  however,  recommend 
five  if  they  could  be  granted.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos  River,  one 
24-pounder  siege  carriage  and  one  company.  At  Pass  Cavallo,  three 
32-pounders  and  two  companies.  At  Aransas,  two  24-pounders  and 
one  company. 

At  Sabine  the  town  amounts  to  very  little,  but  a  railroad  runs  up 
the  river  connecting  with  the  road  from  Houston  to  New  Orleans 
Sabine  and  Houston  are  now  connected  by  rail.  A  battery  on  Texas 
Point,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  would  keep  off  anything  that  could 
enter  unresisted,  and  resist  a  boat  landing  successfully,  as,  except  on  the 
Texas  Point,  the  ground  is  so  soft  no  landing  on  the  flanks  of  a  battery 
could  be  made.  A  small  party  once  established  at  Sabine  City  could 
break  up  all  the  railroad  communication  from  Houston  to  New  Orleans 
(now  not  complete,  but  expected  to  be  soon  finished). 

At  Galveston  an  enemy  could  have  no  object  in  coming  into  the 
harbor  as  a  means  of  injury  to  the  town.  He  could  lay  off  the  Gulf 
beach  in  gunboats,  shell  and  burn  the  city,  unless  kept  at  a  distance  by 
heavy  g'uns,  or  might  use  the  roadstead  inside  the  bar  for  a  haiboi  of 
refuge  unless  driven  away.  The  number  of  guns  proposed,  with  what 
I  suppose  are  already  in  Galveston,  will  suffice.  1  would  suggest  that 
a  part  of  the  force  at  Galveston  should  be  mounted. 

The  Brazos  River  is  42  miles  from  Galveston;  is  connected  by  canal 
with  Galveston  Bay.  A  large  quantity  of  cotton  and  sugar  is  trans¬ 
ported  by  that  route.  One  24-pounder  siege  carriage  is  all  I  think 

necessary.  ^  .  .  . 

Pass  Cavallo,  entrance  to  Matagorda  Bay,  from  whence  the  principal 
roads  to  Austin  and  San  Antonio  start,  7  to  10  feet  on  the  bar.  Three 
32-pounders,  one  on  Decrow’s  [Decros]  Point  and  two  at  the  light¬ 
house,  will  do  well.  .  ,  . 

Aransas:  The  bar  has  7  to  10  feet  water.  From  the  mainland  a 
o-ood  road  to  San  Antonio  and  Western  Texas,  via  Goliad. 

to 
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Brazos  Santiago,  I  understand  from  Major  Marshall,  is  already 
provided  for. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Stevens, 
Captain,  Engineers ,  C.  S.  Army. 
ITis  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States. 


Report  of  Mayor-  General  Twiggs ,  C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  preparation 
of  a  Federal  fleet  in  the  Mississippi  River  for  offensive  operations. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Ildqrs.  Dept.  No.  1 ,  New  Orleans ,  La. ,  June  18,  1861. 

Sir:  Information,  supposed  to  be  reliable,  from  Cincinnati  and  St. 
Louis  states  that  officers  of  the  Black  Republican  Navy  are  at  those 
places  purchasing  steamers,  which  they  fit  up  with  thick  iron  to  resist 
shot,  and  that  a  large  flotilla  is  preparing  to  descend  the  river.  The 
troops  are  to  land  above  any  formidable  battery  on  the  river,  march 
round,  and  join  the  boats  below. 

That  they  will  attempt  to  descend  the  river  in  force  I  believe  is 
beyond  doubt,  and  I  think  that  if  the  naval  vessels  now  here  could  be 
sent  up  the  river  they  might  render  good  service.  They  are  certainly 
doing  no  good  lying  idle  in  the  river. 

1  have  not  been  able  yet  to  garrison  Ship  Island  for  want  of  heavy 
guns.  I  have  the  troops  for  that  purpose  ready  at  Mississippi  City, 
some  10  or  12  miles  distant.  In  the  course  of  a  week  I  expect  to  have 
some  32-pounders.  When  I  get  them,  immediate  steps  shall  be  taken 
to  erect  batteries  on  Ship  Island.  I  applied  to  the  Navy  Department 
here  for  the  loan  of  some  heavy  guns,  but  coidd  not  get  them.  I 
thought  they  might  as  well  be  at  Ship  Island  in  position  as  lying  on 
the  wharves  of  this  city.  I  do  not  know  that  any  attempt  will  be 
made  to  invade  this  coast  this  summer,  but  in  the  fall  I  think  there 
certainly  will  be,  and  anticipating  this  I  think  more  troops  should  be 
on  the  coast. 

Berwick  Bay  has  two  batteries  mounted,  with  a  few  guns  at  points 
selected  by  the  chief  engineer  here.  We  are  much  in  need  of  two  or 
more  good  engineer  officers  in  this  department.  Ammunition  is  very 
scarce,  but  I  will  have  cartridges  prepared  as  fast  as  possible  from  the 
means  within  my  power. 

I  would  most  respectfully  and  earnestly  recommend  that  the  river 
above  here  be  attended  to.  If  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  falls  into 
hands  of  the  Black  Republicans,  this  city  will  be  in  a  very  critical 
condition. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  Twiggs, 

Major-  General ,  Cornrnandinei. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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[Telegram.] 

New  Orleans,  June  1861. 

A  large  frigate  off  Ship  Island.  A  steamer  between  Ship  Island  and 
the  mainland.  An  armed  schooner  near  Deer  Island.  Rowboats  in 
the  sound.  Three  prizes  made  of  small  craft.  A  war  steamer  anchored 
off  Fort  Livingston,  Barataria. 

D.  E.  Twiggs. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker. 


Report  of  Major-General  Twiggs ,  C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  general 
matters  pertaining  to  his  command. 

Headquarters  Department  No.  1,  C.  S.  Army, 

New  Orleans ,  la.. ,  June  1861. 

Sir:  The  Black  Republicans  have  left  the  lakes.  I  have  not  heard 
of  their  landing  anywhere.  Five  schooners  were  captured  by  them  in 
Mississippi  Sound.  As  soon  as  1  can  get  carriages  I  will  mount  guns 
on  Ship  Island.  It  was  a  great  mistake  to  burn  the  buildings,  etc., 
there.  Not  less  than  $100,000  worth  of  property  was  destroyed. 

To-morrow  I  will  send  two  companies  to  Berwick  Bay.  It  is  an 
extensive  sugar  country,  and  report  says  that  the  Atchafalaya  Bay  is 
blockaded.  I  ordered  the  lights  on  Ship  Island  and  on  Cat  Island  to 
be  put  out  and  the  buoys  to  be  removed,  but  afterwards  countermanded 
the  order,  thinking  the  lights  and  buoys  might  be  of  service  to  our  own 
vessels  attempting  to  run  the  blockade. 

Gunboats  are  badly  wanted  on  the  lakes.  It  is  said  that  one  of  the 
Mobile  mail  boats,  the  Florida ,  can  be  altered  to  carry  eight  large 
guns.  If  this  be  done  she  can  keep  the  lakes  clear.  Her  owners  ask 
$90,000  for  her,  but  as  one-half  of  her  is  owned  at  the  North  she  ought 
to  be  seized.  This  course  will  give  time  for  the  payment  of  her  until 
we  are  better  off  than  now. 

We  are  very  much  in  want  of  ammunition.  I  sent  out  yesterday  to 
buy  all  that  is  in  New  Orleans.  Up  to  last  night  we  had  i00  kegs.  I 
wiil  buy  all  that  can  be  had. 

Report  says  the  navy  vessel  ordered  to  Memphis  can  not  go  for  want 
of  powder.  The  war  steamer  Sumter  is  anchored  near  Fort  Jackson. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

D.  E.  Twiggs, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Order  of  the  commandant ,  naval  station ,  New  Orleans ,  to  a  board  of 
officers  for  the  examination  of  vessels  for  conversion  into  gunboats. 

Commandant’s  Office, 

Naval  Station ,  New  Orleans ,  \La.\  June  #5,  1861. 
Gentlemen:  You  are  hereby  required  to  examine  the  following- 
named  towboats  and  report  to  me  your  opinion  of  their  fitness  for  con¬ 
version  into  gunboats  for  river  defense,  stating  the  age  and  condition 
of  hull  and  boilers,  draft  of  water  loaded,  and  any  other  information 
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required  to  form  an  estimate  of  their  relative  value  for  the  purpose 
indicated. 

Should  you  learn  of  the  presence  of  any  other  boats  likely  to  be 
wanted,  you  will  examine  and  report  upon  their  fitness. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  Rousseau, 
Commandant. 


Commander  W.  W.  Hunter. 

Lieutenant  Joseph  Fry. 

First  Assistant  Engineer  John  H.  Loper. 


Name  of  boats:  Millandon ,  J.  M.  Whann ,  Victoria ,  St.  Charles, 
A.  J.  Whitmore. 


Report  of  board  appointed  to  examine  vessels  with  a  view  to  their 

conversion  into  gunboats. 

New  Orleans,  June  27,  1861. 

In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  25th  instant,  received  on  the  26th 
instant,  directing  me,  with  Lieutenant  Joseph  Fry  and  First  Assistant 
Engineer  Loper,  to  examine  certain  named  towboats  and  other  vessels 
in  relation  to  the  fitness  of  these  for  conversion  into  gunboats  for 
river  defense,  we  respectfully  report  that  the  vessels  stated  in  your 
order  have  been  this  day  examined,  and  also  other  vessels,  touching 
their  fitness  for  the  same  object. 

The  towboat  St.  Charles,  built  in  1849;  high  pressure;  boilers  bad 
condition;  not  suited  to  mount  gun  forward. 

Millandon,  5  years  old;  draft  deep  (8  feet);  oak  wheels;  cast-iron 
shaft;  high-pressure  engine;  cramped  space  for  forward  gun;  vessel 
good,  but  space  below  not  well  adapted  for  the  arrangement  of  a 
gunboat. 

J.  M.  Whann,  fast;  boilers  good;  boat  22  months  old;  draft,  when 
loaded,  7b  feet  to  8  feet;  the  space  forward  cramped  fora  gun;  would 
require  much  expense  to  tit  her;  she  is  very  much  worn;  her  beams 
are  too  light  for  heavy  guns.  We  would  not  recommend  her  for  a 
gunboat. 

Victoria,  about  2  years  old;  condensing  engine;  draft  of  water  deep 
(8  feet);  depth  of  hold,  9£  feet;  wrought-iron  shafts;  engine  250 
horsepower.  Not  appropriate  for  river  service  as  a  gunboat,  yet  one 
of  the  best  for  that  purpose  we  have  inspected. 

Anglo-American,  built  in  1849;  when  loaded,  9  feet  draft.  Not 
suitable. 

Defiance,  unfit. 

Beebe ,  unfit. 

A.  J.  Whitmore,  18  months  old;  boilers  and  machinery  too  vulner¬ 
able;  no  room  for  mounting  guns. 

_  Baltic,  a  strong,  sound  vessel,  and  fast;  lb  years  old;  deep  load 
line  (9  feet);  wrought-iron  shafts  and  iron  wheels;  would  require 
much  work  in  arranging  for  magazine,  shell,  shot,  and  store  rooms, 
and  mounting  guns.  She  is  the  best  of  the  towboats  for  the  purpose 
of  a  gunboat  for  river  service. 

Mexico,  unfit;  11  years  old. 

Galveston,  4  years  old;  draft  of  water,  9  feet;  space  for  mounting- 
gun  too  cramped. 
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Tennessee ,  9  years  old;  a  good  steamer  for  sea  service,  but  too  much 
draft  for  up-river  service;  draft,  when  loaded,  from  14  to  15  feet;  very 
strong  and  fast  seagoing  vessel;  will  carry  fuel  sufficient  to  go  to 
Europe,  and  is  capable  of  carrying  a  battery  of  side  guns  of  four 
32-pounders.  Could  be  made  a  very  efficient  vessel  for  dispatch. 

We  respectfully  report  that  of  the  above-enumerated  vessels  which 
we  have  inspected  we  would  name  the  Baltic  and  Victoria  as  best 
adapted  for  conversion  for  gunboats  for  river  service,  and  the  Ten 
nessee  a  dispatch  vessel  for  sea  service. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Joseph  Fry, 

Lieutenant. 

[John  H.]  Loper, 

First  Assistant  Engineer. 

Captain  L.  Rousseau, 

Commanding  C.  tS.  Naval  Station ,  New  Orleans. 


[Telegram.] 


New  Orleans,  July  1 ,  1861. 

The  Black  Republicans  have  taken  the  telegraph  station  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Passes.  The  Sumter *  got  to  sea  yesterday.  When  last  seen 
the  Brooklyn  was  in  chase  of  her.  Major  Smith  was  ordered  to  Rich¬ 
mond  this  morning.  Engineers  are  much  needed  here. 

D.  E.  Twiggs. 


Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Letter  from.  Julius  A.  Pratt ,  esq. ,  to  Commander  Hunter,  G.  S.  Navy , 
regarding  the  railroad  connecting  the  Sabine  River  with  Galveston. 

New  Orleans,  July  1 ,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  You  requested  me  to-day  to  give  you  a  statement  in  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  railroad  connecting  the  Sabine  River  with  Galveston, 
Tex.  The  town  of  Orange,  on  the  Sabine  River,  35  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  its  entrance,  i.  e.,  Sabine  Pass,  is  the  eastern  terminus,  now 
completed,  of  the  connecting  link  with  the  Opelousas  Railroad.  Beau¬ 
mont,  on  the  Neches  River,  is  distant  per  railroad  28  miles  west  of 
Orange.  Both  the  Sabine  and  Neches  have  their  outlet  at  the  Sabine 
Pass.  The  railroad  is  completed  from  Orange  to  Houston,  and  in  run¬ 
ning  order.  Troops  landed  at  the  Sabine  Pass  can  be  readily  trans¬ 
ported  by  light-draft  steamers  to  either  Beaumont  or  Orange  at  all 
seasons  of  the  year.  There  are  now  seven  light-draft  steamers  suit¬ 
able  for  their  transportation  laid  up  on  the  above-mentioned  rivers, 
belonging  to  citizens  of  Texas,  who  would  burn  them  before  they 
woiixd  permit  them  to  carry  a  single  Federal  troop. 

*  For  correspondence  regarding  the  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  June  JO,  1861,  see 
Series  I,  volume  1. 
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But  could  the  enemy  land  their  troops  at  Sabine  Pass,  they  could 
march  them  25  miles  over  a  track  of  a  railroad  that  has  14  miles  ties 
laid  and  in  working  order,  and  13  miles  of  track  leveled,  all  ready  for 
the  iron.  Then  they  would  have  the  control  of  the  road  to  Houston, 
all  the  way  to  Galveston.  We  would  then  (on  the  coast)  be  surrounded 
by  the  Federal  troops.  They  also  could  march  their  troops  into  the 
interior  of  Texas  by  the  dividing  line  between  Texas  and  Louisiana, 
i.  e.,  the  banks  of  the  Sabine  River,  through  to  Arkansas.  At  the 
Sabine  Pass,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  (if 
with  a  pilot)  in  getting  in  a  vessel  of  10  feet  draft;  in  the  winter  months, 
about  7  feet.  This  latter  remark  is  owing  to  the  northerly  winds  that 
prevail  in  the  winter  months. 

The  railroad,  via  Orange  or  Beaumont,  to  Houston  and  Galveston 
is  now  in  running  order,  and  Galveston  can  readily  be  x'eached  from 
Orange  in  ten  hours. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  link  on  our  coast  has  been  entirely  over¬ 
looked.  It  certainly  would  be  an  important  point  for  our  enemies  to 
have  the  control  of. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

Julius  A.  Pratt. 

Commander  W.  W.  Hunter, 

New  Orleans ,  La. 


[Telegram. J 

New  Orleans,  July  2,  1861. 

The  steamer  Mi/ramon  can  be  had  for  $ 30, 000,  fitted  up  for  war. 
She  has  one  large  pivot  gun  and  several  small  ones;  is  in  perfect  order, 
nearly  new,  and  suitable  for  the  lakes.  The  prices  asked  for  others, 
either  for  sale  or  charter,  are  enormous. 

I).  E.  Twiggs. 

L.  P.  Walker. 


[Telegram.] 

New  Orleans,  July  6,  1861. 

1  have  sent  an  armed  steamer  to  the  sound.  Will  have  two  or  three 
more  to  arm  to-day.  Can  the  guns  lying  idle  at  the  naval  station  be 
had?  I  expect  to  hear  of  the  steamer  engaging  enemy  at  Ship  Island 
every  hour. 

D.  E.  Twiggs. 

L.  P.  Walker 


[Telegram.] 

New  Orleans,  July  7,  1861. 

Armed  steamer  sent  to  sound.  Did  not  meet  the  enemy.  Enemy 
had  left  vicinity  of  Ship  Island.  Our  steamer  landed  two  guns  and 
140  men.  The  fort  on  the  island  I  will  reinforce  as  soon  as  possible. 
Where  can  I  get  powder? 

D.  E.  Twiggs. 

Secretary  of  War. 
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[Telegram.] 

New  Orleans,  July  8,  1861. 

Commodore  Rousseau  won’t  give  any  guns  without  an  order  from 
Secretary  of  Navy.  Please  send  such  order  immediately. 

D.  E.  Twiggs, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Report  of  Commander  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  urging  the  necessity  of 
guarding  Sabine  Pass  against  control  of  the  Federal  forces. 

New  Orleans,  July  8,  1861. 

Having  the  honor  to  serve  under  your  command  connected  with  the 
defenses  of  Louisiana,  my  mind  has  been  directed  to  the  defense  of 
certain  points  which  seem  important  and  vulnerable,  and  will,  doubt¬ 
less,  not  long  escape  the  vigilance  of  the  enemy.  On  this  subject  I 
would  especially  refer  to  the  Sabine  Pass,  which  is  the  military  path¬ 
way  from  the  sea  to  an  important  part  of  Louisiana  and  Texas,  and 
controlling,  in  a  great  degree,  the  communication  between  those  States. 

The  town  of  Orange,  on  the  Sabine  River,  is  35  miles  from  its 
entrance,  viz,  the  Sabine  Pass,  and  is  the  terminus  (now  completed) 
of  the  connecting  link  with  the  Opelousas  Railway.  Beaumont,  on 
the  Neches  River,  is  distant  per  railway  28  miles  west  of  Orange. 
Both  the  Sabine  and  Neches  have  their  outlet  at  the  Sabine  Pass. 
The  railway  is  completed  from  Orange  to  Houston  and  is  in  running 
order. 

Troops  landed  at  the  Sabine  Pass  can  be  readily  transported  by 
light-draft  steamers  to  either  Beaumont  or  Orange  at  all  seasons  of 
the  vear.  There  are  now  seven  light-draft  steamers  suitable  for  their 
transportation  laid  up  on  the  above  stated  rivers  belonging  to  citizens 
of  Texas.  These  could  be  controlled  or  destroyed  by  an  officer  in 
charge  of  a  vessel  stationed  to  command  the  Pass. 

Could  the  enemy  land  troops  on  Sabine  Pass  they  could  march  them 
25  miles  over  a  track  of  the  railway  that  has  now  14  miles  laid  and 
[which]  is  in  working  order  and  13  miles  bedded,  all  ready  for  the 
iron.  They  would  have  the  control,  then,  of  the  road  to  Houston  and 
the  way  to  Galveston.  We  would  then  on  the  coast  be  surrounded  by 
Federal  troops.  They  could  also  march  their  troops  into  the  interior 
of  Texas  by  the  dividing  line  between  Texas  and  Louisiana,  viz,  the 
bank  of  the  Sabine  River,  through  to  Arkansas.  # 

At  the  Sabine  Pass  at  this  season  of  the  year  there  is  no  difficulty 
in  getting  a  vessel  of  10  feet  draft  of  water  (with  a  good  pilot),  and  in 
the  winter  months  about  7  feet,  owing  to  the  northerly  winds  prevail¬ 
ing  at  that  season. 

The  railway,  via  Orange  or  Beaumont,  to  Houston  and  (ralveston  is 
now  in  running  order,  and  Galveston  can  be  readily  leached  in  ten 

hours.  .  . 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  link  on  our  coast  has  been  entirely  over¬ 
looked.  It  certainly  would  be  an  important  point  for  our  enemies  to 
have  control  of.  In  this  view,  the  steamer  Mobile ,  armed  with  one 
gun  and  50  men,  would  serve  most  usefully  to  protect  the  Sabine  I  ass. 
The  Mobile  is  now  at  Berwick  Bay,  and  I  learn  from  the  C.  S.  marshal 
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can  be  obtained  by  assuming  the  payment  of  a  lien  on  her  of  $5,000. 
She  is  said  to  be  worth  $40,000. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Commander,  C.  S.  Nmy. 

Commodore  L.  Rousseau, 

Commandant  of  the  Naval  Station  of  Louisiana. 

P.  S. — Having  been  possessed  of  information  touching  the  defenses 
of  Louisiana,  I  feel  that  1  should  impart  it  to  you,  as  commanding  the 
defenses  of  Louisiana. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Richmond,  July  10,  1861. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  directed  Commodore  Rousseau  to 
deliver  you  the  guns. 

L.  P.  Walker. 

General  Twiggs, 

New  Orleans,  La. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy , 
detaching  h%m  from  the  naval  station,  New  Orleans. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  Richmond,  Va.,  July  15,  1861. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  naval  station,  New  Orleans, 
and  you  will  report  to  Captain  Robert  G.  Robb,  Tappahannock,  Va., 
for  duty  on  the  Rappahannock  defenses  forthwith. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Barron, 

Captain  in  Charqe. 

Captain  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

New  Orleans,  La. 


Reported,  July  30,  1861. 


[Endorsement.] 


Robert  G.  Robb, 

Commanding  Rappahannock  Defenses. 


[Telegram.] 


Richmond,  July  16, 1861. 

Mr.  Mallory  places  all  the  heavy  guns  at  your  disposal.  There  are 
four  at  Corinth,  on  their  way  to  New  Orleans. 


General  Twiggs, 

New  Orleans ,  La. 


L.  P.  Walker. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Try,  C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  orders  to  send  no 

men  to  Virginia. 


New  Orleans,  July  18,  1861. 

Sir:  The  commodore  has  received  a  dispatch  this  morning  to  send 
no  men  to  Virginia,  so  that  it  is  needless  to  ship  them. 

He  says  go  on  shipping  for  general  service. 

Yours,  respectfully, 


Joseph  Fry, 
Lieutenant ,  C.  8.  Navy. 
Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Rendezvous. 


Report  of  Major-  General  Twiggs,  C.  8.  Army,  regarding  the  force  on 

Ship  Lsland. 

New  Orleans,  July  19,  1861. 

Sir:  Ship  Island  is  now  strong  enough  to  resist  any  force  that  will 
probably  be  sent  against  it  for  the  present.  There  are  five  companies 
of  volunteers  on  the  island. 

Twelve  feet  of  water  can  be  had  at  the  east  end  of  Horn  Island,  and 
in  the  channel  inside  of  the  island  12  feet  can  be  had  anywhere.  There 
is  some  danger  when  a  descent  is  made  here,  which  will  most  probably 
be  in  the  fall,  that  the  communication  between  Ship  Island  and  the 
mainland  will  be  interrupted,  and  the  garrison  of  the  island  may  be 
compelled  to  yield  without  striking  a  blow. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  Twiggs, 

Major-General ,  C.  8.  Army. 


Hon.  L.  P. 


Walker, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Telegram.] 

New  Orleans,  July  1861. 

The  ship  off  Galveston  demands  free  communication  with  Union  men 
ashore,  and  will  shell  the  town  if  denied.  Captain  [Edward]  Higgins, 
my  aid,  volunteers  to  drive  her  off  or  sink  her.  Give  me  authority  to 
order  guns,  a  midshipman,  and  sailors. 

D.  E.  Twiggs. 

Secretary  of  War. 


Report  of  Major'-  General  Twiggs,  C.  8.  Army,  regarding  proposition 

to  fortify  Galveston  Island. 

Headquarters  Department  No.  1,  C.  S.  A., 

New  Orleans ,  La. ,  July  21,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  been  credibly  informed  by  gentlemen  just  from  Galves¬ 
ton  that  the  commander  of  the  blockading  ship  before  that  place  has 
demanded  that  he  shall  have  free  communication  with  the  Union  men 
ashore,  and  if  denied  he  will  shell  the  town.  There  are  no  heavy  guns 
at  Galveston,  consequently  it  is  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy.  My  aid- 
de-camp,  Captain  E.  Higgins,  late  of  the  United  States  Navy,  a  most 
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energetic  and  accomplished  officer,  volunteers  to  take  to  Galveston,  via 
Berwick  Bay,  one  or  more  IX-inch  guns.  By  placing  them  in  battery 
on  the  island  he  is  confident  that  he  can  drive  the  ship  off  or  sink  her 
in  twenty -four  hours. 

I  have  great  confidence  in  Captain  Higgins,  and  but  for  the  exigency 
of  the  case  would  not  consent  to  his  leaving  the  city.  Indeed,  I  have 
so  high  an  opinion  of  his  experience  and  skill  that  I  would  gladly  see 
him  placed  in  charge  of  the  naval  defenses  of  this  coast. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  Twiggs, 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans¬ 
mitting  correspondence  regarding  guns  loaned  to  Major-  General 
Twiggs  by  the  naval  commandant  at  New  Orleans. 


I  enclose  the  letter  of  Captain  Rousseau  to  General  Twiggs,  which 
explains  itself,  and  I  ask  that  General  Twiggs  be  ordered  to  return  to 
Captain  Rousseau  the  guns  in  question.  He  refuses  to  do  so,  though 
he  obtained  them  upon  the  condition  of  returning  them  when  required 
for  our  vessels  and  after  being  formally  notified  that  they  are  required 
for  that  purpose. 

Very  respectfully, 

S.  R.  Mallory. 


Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 


[Enclosures.] 


Commandant’s  Office,  Naval  Station, 

New  Orleans,  July  23,  1861. 

Sir:  Having  a  steamer  to  arm,  I  am  constrained  to  demand  the 
return  of  the  VUI-inch  and  32-pounder  guns  temporarily  loaned  to 
you;  also  the  boarding  pikes  and  other  equipments  in  your  possession 
and  belonging  to  the  Navy.  The  IX-inch  gun  now  on  Ship  Island 
may  be  retained  by  you,  and  I  have  another  IX-inch  gun  subject  to 
your  order,  together  with  a  supply  of  shot  and  shell. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Rousseau, 
Commandant. 

Major-General  David  E.  Twiggs, 

Commanding  Department  No.  1,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Headquarters  Department  No.  1,  C.  S.  A., 

New  Orleans,  July  23,  1861. 

Sir:  Major-General  Twiggs  directs  me  to  say  in  reply  to  your  let¬ 
ter  of  this  date  that  he  has  orders  to  retain  all  the  guns  now  in  his 
possession. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  Beltzhoover, 

Major,  Assistant  Adjutant. 

Captain  L.  Rousseau, 

Commanding  Naval  Station. 
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Better  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Brigadier-  General  Bragg , 
C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  proposition  to  launch  the  steamer  Fulton. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Richmond ,  duly  27,  1861. 

Sir:  Commander  Brent  informs  me  that  you  approve  the  proposi¬ 
tion  to  launch  the  Fulton. 

I  desired  to  repair  and  make  her  available  for  service  to  you  in  your 
military  operations,  but  understood  you  to  express  the  opinion  that 
the  attempt  might  induce  an  attack,  and  that  it  should  not  be  made. 

If  you  shall  deem  it  expedient,  Commander  Brent  can  proceed  to 
launch  and  equip  her  for  service  as  early  as  practicable. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Brigadier-General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Commander  in  Chief  \  Pensacola ,  Fla. 


Order  of  Brigadier-  General  Bragg ,  C.  S.  Army ,  for  expediting  the 
transportation  of  guns  to  New  Orleans. 

Headquarters  near  Pensacola,  August  7,  1861. 

Lieutenant  W.  G.  Dozier,  C.  S.  Navy,  is  commended  to  all  officers 
and  agents  of  the  Government,  and  the  superintendents  of  railroads 
from  this  to  New  Orleans  are  requested  to  expedite  his  movements  in 
conveying  guns  to  the  latter  place  for  the  defense  of  the  city. 

Braxton  Bragg, 
Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding . 


[Telegram.] 

Richmond,  August  13, 1861. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  ordered  Captain  Hollins  to  cooperate 

with  you  in  defense  of  Galveston. 

J  L.  P.  Walker. 

General  Twiggs, 

New  Orleans. 


Special  order  (No.  123)  from,  the  Secretary  of  War  assigning  Com¬ 
mander  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  superintendence  of  coast  defenses, 

Texas  • 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  s  Office, 

Richmond ,  August  lip,  1861 

1.  Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  will  proceed  to  Galves¬ 
ton  and  report  to  General  Earl  Van  Dorn  for  duty  as  superintendent 
in  charge  of  the  works  for  the  defense  of  the  coast  ot  lexas. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

J  John  Withers, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Richmond ,  va. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy , 
granting  authority  to  make  acting  appointments. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 
Richmond ,  August  If  1861. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  two  acting-  master's 
mates  and  one  acting  gunner,  to  serve  under  your  command  of  the 
naval  defenses  at  Galveston,  Tex. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commander  Wm.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Richmond ,  Va. 


Report  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography 
regarding  guns  available  for  the  defenses  of  Mobile. 


Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

August  16, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  are  no  heavy  32-pounder 
guns  at  the  Norfolk  navy  yard  that  are  available  for  the  defenses  of 
Mobile.  Soon  after  the  capture  of  the  navy  yard,  169  guns  of  various 
caliber  were  sent  from  that  place  to  North  Carolina  for  safe-keeping. 
Among  them  there  were  100  heavy  32-pounders  of  61  hundredweight, 
20  heavy  32-pounders  of  57  hundredweight,  34  of  11  hundredweight, 
5  of  51  hundredweight,  and  6  Ylll-inch  shell  guns  of  63  hundred¬ 
weight.  The  guns  have  neither  carriages  nor  equipments.  The  gov¬ 
ernor  of  North  Carolina  will  give  an  order  for  such  as  you  ma}'-  require 
for  the  defenses  of  Mobile. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Nayy, 

Richmond. 


George  Minor, 

Commander . 
For  D.  N.  Ingraham, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 


[Telegram.] 


Richmond,  August  20 , 1861. 

Commander  Hunter,  of  the  Navy,  has  been  detailed  for  the  duty 
named. 


General  P.  O.  Hubert, 

New  Orleans,  La. 


L.  P.  Walker. 
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Letter  from  the  Engineer  Bureau  to  the  Secretary  of  War ,  transmitting 

recommendation  of  Major-General  Twiggs,  C.  S.  Army,  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  floating  batteries  fot'  defense  in  the  Mississippi  River. 

Engineer  Bureau,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  August  <23, 1861. 

Sir:  In  relation  to  the  communication  of  General  Twiggs  herewith, 
proposing  that  six  floating  docks  now  at  New  Orleans  be  converted 
into  floating  batteries  for  the  defense  of  the  Mississippi  River  above 
that  city,  I  nave  the  honor  to  recommend  that  the  adoption  of  General 
Twiggs’s  project  be  authorized  to  the  extent  and  in  the  manner  which 
may  be  deemed  expedient  by  the  ranking  engineer  officer  on  duty  at 
New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  Leadbetter, 

Major  Engineers ,  Acting  Chief  Engineer  Bureau. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Department  No.  1,  C.  S.  A., 

New  Orleans,  La.,  August  9,  1861. 

Sir:  I  understand  that  the  Lincoln  Government  is  making  formida¬ 
ble  preparations  for  the  devastation  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi 
and  a  descent  upon  New  Orleans. 

I  am  told  that  they  are  building  and  equipping  a  powerful  fleet  ot 
ironclad  gunboats  with  which  they  expect  to  pass  our  shore  batteries. 
This  might  be  successfully  accomplished  in  a  dark  night  by  the  rapidity 
with  which  they  can  move.  There  are  at  this  place  some  six  floating 
docks  of  immense  strength,  which  are  capable  of  being  converted  into 
floating  batteries  of  tremendous  power  at  a  comparatively  trifling  cost. 
These  ^clocks  can  be  towed  up  to  any  point  on  the  river  where  the 
channel  is  narrow  and  be  made  an  impassable  barrier  to  the  vessels  of 
the  enemy.  They  can  be  readily  made  impenetrable  to  boarders,  and 
I  think  would  effectually  prevent  any  descent  by  way  of  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  Twiggs, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War ,  Richmond,  Ya. 


(By  Mr.  [C.  M.]  Conrad,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.) 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  defense  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

Section  1.  The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do 
enact  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause 
such  floating  defenses  as  he  may  deem  best  adapted  to  the  protection 
of  the  Mississippi  River  against  a  descent  of  iron-plated  steam  gun¬ 
boats,  to  be  constructed  or  prepared  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

Section  2  is  stricken  out. 

Passed  as  amended  August  28,  1861. 

Approved  August  30,  1861. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Comm under  Hunter ,  C.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  of  articles  on  hoard  surveying  schooner 

Twilight. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail ,  Richmond ,  August  %9,  1861. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  this  office  the  Treasury  Department  has 
directed  that  a  number  of  articles  on  board  of  surveying  schooner 
Twilight,  at  Aransas,  Tex.,  be  delivered  to  you,  or  held  by  the  col¬ 
lector  at  that  port  subject  to  your  order.  A  list  of  the  same  is  here¬ 
with  enclosed. 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  Navy: 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  Lynch, 

Captain  in  Charge. 

Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Galveston ,  Tex. 


Order  of  the  commandant,  naval  station,  New  Orleans,  to  Lieutenant 
Dozier ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Pamlico. 

Commandant’s  Office, 

New  Orleans,  September  2,  1861. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  steamer 
Pamlico,  and  you  will  proceed  to  lit  her  out  with  all  possible  dispatch, 
making’  a  report  to  me  every  morning  of  your  progress. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  N.  Hollins, 

Commandant. 

Lieutenant  W.  G.  Dozier,  C.  S.  Navy, 

New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  regard¬ 
ing  measures  to  prevent  the  burning  of  Apalachicola  by  the  Federal 

forces. 

Navy  Department,  C.  S., 

Richmond,  Septem.be, r  6,  1861. 

Sir:  The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  at  this  Depart¬ 
ment  from  St.  Vincent’s  Island,  near  Apalachicola: 

The  enemy  have  threatened  to  enter  the  harbor  in  light-draft  steamers  and  burn 
Apalachicola.  Cannon  friction  primers  and  powder  needed,  and  artillerists. 

Chas.  A.  Gee, 

Captain,  Commanding. 

Wm.  E.  Anderson, 
Brigadier-General,  Florida  Militia. 

1  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  cause  Lieutenant  McLaugh¬ 
lin,  of  the  Navy,  who  is  now  in  this  city,  and  who  will  proceed  to 
Apalachicola  at  once,  to  be  supplied  with  2,000  pounds  of  powrder. 
I  he  guns,  shells,  shot,  etc.,  have  been  supplied  by  this  Department. 

A  i t.h  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

TT  r  ,  ,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  L.  P.  W  alker, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  request¬ 
ing  a  supply  of  powder  for  the  defense  of  New  Orleans. 

Navy  Department,  C.  S., 
Richmond ,  Va. ,  September  6,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  request  that  Captain  George  N.  Hollins, 
commanding  naval  station  at  New  Orleans,  may  be  supplied  as  early  as 
practicable  with  100,000  pounds  of  cannon  and  1,500  pounds  of  musket 
powder,  required  for  the  defense  of  New  Orleans. 

With  much  respect,  you  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond 1,  Va. 


Letter  from  the  Tredegar  Lron  Works  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy , 

regarding  guns  for  ?iaval  use. 

Tredegar  Iron  Works, 

Richmond ,  September  6,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  We  can  supply  two  of  the  32-pounder  26-hundredweight 
navy  guns  and  carriages  to  Lieutenant  McLaughlin  early  next  week. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  R.  Anderson  &  Co. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Endorsement.] 

Mr.  Tidball  will  see  Secretary  of  War.  If  he  will  order  these  guns, 
we  will  send  them  to  Apalachicola  to  defend  the  place,  with  officers,  etc. 

S.  R.  M. 


Order  of  the  commandant ,  navy  yard ,  Gosport ,  to  Midshipman  Trigg , 
H  S.  Navy ,  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans  in  charge  of  transportation 
of  guns. 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport,  September  16,  1861. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  directed  to  take  charge  of  the  guns,  etc.,  a  list 
of  which  will  be  furnished  to  you,  and  proceed  without  delay  with 
them  to  New  Orleans,  where,  on  your  arrival,  you  will  report  to 
Captain  G.  N.  Hollins,  commanding  the  station. 

After  the  performance  of  this  duty  you  will  lose  no  time  in  getting 
to  Apalachicola,  in  obedience  to  your  orders  from  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully^, 

F.  Forrest. 

Midshipman  Danl.  Trigg. 


Order  of  the  commandant ,  navy  yard,  Gosport ,  to  Commander  Fairfax, 
CL  S.  Navy,  to  furnish  facilities  for  the  transportation  of  guns. 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport,  September  20,  1861. 
Sir:  Lieutenant  George  T.  Sinclair  has  received  orders  from  Mr. 
Mallory  to  take  charge  of  and  forward  to  Captain  Hollins,  at  New 
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Orleans,  such  rifled  guns  as  are  now  ready  for  service,  with  authority 
to  appoint  transportation  agents  to  take  them  to  their  destination,  and 
also  to  forward  such  other  guns  as  may  be  consigned  to  that  officer, 
together  with  shot,  shell,  equipments,  projectiles,  etc. 

You  will  be  pleased,  in  obedience  to  these  instructions,  to  give  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Sinclair,  through  Captain  Peters,  the  necessary  facilities.  You 
will  reserve  three  of  the  rifled  guns  in  the  yard  for  the  armament  of 
the  Ellis ,  Beaufort ,  and  Edwards. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  Forrest. 


Commander  Fairfax. 


Order  of  Brigadier-  General  Hebert,  C.  S.  Army ,  authorizing  Com¬ 
mander  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  employ  vessels  for  the  defense  of 
Galveston . 

Military  Department  of  Texas,  September  21,  1861. 
Captain  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  assigned  to  special  duty  on  the 
coast  of  Texas,  is  authorized  to  employ  in  the  service  of  the  Confed¬ 
erate  States  such  light-draft  vessels,  propelled  by  steam  or  otherwise, 
as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  defense  of  Galveston  Harbor  and 
adjacent  coast,  the  transportation  of  troops,  ordnance,  ammunition, 
and  supplies,  etc.,  said  transports  to  be  engaged  on  the  best  terms 
possible  to  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Captain  Hunter  is  also  authorized  to  employ  such  commanders, 
mates,  engineers,  seamen,  and  deck  hands  as  the  service  in  his  judgment 
may  require. 

P.  O.  Hebert, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Provisional  Army ,  Comdg.  Dept,  of  Texas. 


[Telegram.] 

Richmond,  September  22,  1861. 
Turn  over  a  rifled  32-pounder  to  General  Twiggs. 

S.  R.  Mallory, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Geo.  N.  Hollins,  C.  S.  Navy, 

New  Orleans. 


Order  of  the  commandant ,  naval  station,  New  Orleans,  to  Lieutenant 
Dozier,  C.  S.  Navy,  for  the  preparation  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Pamlico  for 
active  service. 


Commandant’s  Office, 

New  Orleans ,  September  23,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  get  the  steamer,  under  your  command,  ready  for 
service  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

Your  services  are  required  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  repel  the 
enemy,  and  I  trust  in  your  confidence  and  activity  to  get  the  steamer 
ready  for  service  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Respectfully, 


Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  G.  Dozier, 


Geo.  N.  Hollins, 

Commandant. 


C.  S.  S.  Pamlico. 
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Agreement  of  Houston  Navigation  Company  regarding  the  charter  of 
vessels  for  the  Confederate  Government. 

Galveston,  /September  S3,  1861. 

We  (acting  for  the  association  known  as  the  Houston  Navigation 
Company)  propose  to  charter  to  the  Confederate  States  Government 
three  of  our  steamers,  viz,  Diana,  Bayou  City ,  and  Neptune  No.  S,  on 
the  following  terms: 

(The  Government  assuming  all  risk  of  their  loss  arising  from  burn¬ 
ing  or  capture  by  the  enemy  or  by  navigating  in  any  waters  more 
hazardous  than  voyages  to  Houston  from  Galveston  by  the  usual  route, 
rating  the  value  to  be  paid  for  in  case  of  loss  of  each  boat  at  $25,000.) 

For  $7,500  per  month  for  each  boat — we  furnishing  them  fuel  and 
crew  and  provisions  for  crew — the  charter  to  be  for  not  less  than  one 
month  and  to  continue  for  whole  months  if  continued  beyond  one 
month,  and  in  case  of  contemplated  dismissal  we  shall  have  ten  days’ 
notice  of  such  intention  in  advance. 

Or  we  will  charter  all  or  any  one  or  two  of  the  above-mentioned 
boats  for  $4,000  per  month  (the  condition  about  notice  to  apply  in  this 
case  too) — the  Government  paying  all  the  expenses  of  crew,  fuel,  and 
provisions — we  having  the  appointment  of  crews  to  consist  of  not  less 
than  a  captain,  a  first  engineer,  a  second  engineer,  a  striker,  a  watch¬ 
man,  a  cook,  a  cabin  boy,  four  firemen,  and  two  deck  hands;  or  we 
will  sell  the  three  boats  for  $70,000,  or  either  of  them  for  $25,000. 

In  case  of  charter  being  accepted,  the  boats  are  not  to  carry  guns 
for  offensive  operations. 

B.  A.  Shepherd. 

F.  W.  Smith. 

John  H.  Sterrett. 


[Telegram.  ] 

Richmond,  September  S5,  1861. 

I  can  not  spare  any  rifled  cannon  for  New  Orleans.  You  have  one 
transferred  from  Hollins.  Have  the  others  rifled  as  fast  as  possible 
at  the  New  Orleans  foundries.  There  are  but  two  large-sized  rifled 
guns  received  at  Savannah,  and  twelve  rifled  fieldpieces.  The  coast  of 
Georgia  will  be  attacked  in  a  few  days,  and  I  can  not  withdraw  guns. 
I  have  appointed  'Mansfield  Lovell  a  brigadier-general,  and  ordered 
him  to  New  Orleans.  He  will  be  with  you  this  week.  Have  ordered 
10  more  tons  of  saltpeter  from  Augusta  to  New  Orleans,  and  100 
barrels  of  cannon  powder  from  Nashville  to  New  Orleans,  and  50  bar¬ 
rels  to  Mobile. 

J.  F.  Benjamin, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

General  D.  E.  Twiggs, 

New  Orleans. 
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Order  of  the  commandant ,  naval  station ,  jYew  Orleans.,  to  Lieutenant 
Dozier ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  state  cause  of  delay  in 'preparation  of  theC.S.S. 
Pamlico. 


Commandant’s  Office, 

New  Orleans ,  September  26,  1861. 

Sir:  Report  in  writing  the  cause  of  delay  of  the  vessel  under  your 
command  not  being  ready  for  service. 

Respectfully, 

Geo.  N.  Hollins, 

Commandant. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Dozier, 

C.  S.  S.  Pamlico. 


Letter  from  Mayor  Forshey ,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Hunter ,  < '.  S. 
Navy,  suggesting  means  for  the  capture  of  the  U.  S.  schooner  Sam. 
LLouston ,  in  Brazos  Piver. 


Velasco,  Sunday ,  September  29, 1861. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Sam.  Houston  is  cruising  round  the  mouth  of  the 
Brazos  in  a  very  impertinent  manner  and  picking  up  our  salt  vessels 
as  they  come  in.  Friday  evening  she  took  one  nearly  under  our  jaws, 
and  wantonly  scuttled  and  sunk  her.  I  write  to  suggest  that  a  steamer, 
such  as  one  of  those  of  Doering,  could  be  brought  through  the  canal 
into  the  Brazos  at  night  and  concealed  in  the  woods  some  2  miles  up 
the  Brazos  and  at  a  proper  signal  run  out  and  capture  the  Houston. 
We  have  a  pivot  gun,  12-pound  howitzer,  which  could  easily  be 
mounted  on  the  steamer,  and  thus  equal  the  armament  of  the  Houston. 

If  not  too  much  pressed  for  time,  I  wish  you  would  visit  Velasco 
and  see  for  yourself. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

C.  G.  Forshey, 

Engineer  Coast  Defense,  C.  S.  Army. 

Captain  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 

P.  S. — This  note  will  introduce  Major  J.  H.  Flerndon,  a  citizen  of 
Velasco  and  planter  of  the  vicinity,  deeply  interested  in  our  coast 
defenses,  and  a  member  of  our  committee.  He  will  confer  with  you. 

C.  G.  Forshey. 


Letter  from  officers  of  the  Marine  Guard  to  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S. 

Navy ,  regarding  that  organization. 

Galveston,  October  f,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  As  some  misunderstanding  appears  to  have  occurred  as  to 
the  utility  of  the  company  known  as  the  Marine  Guard,  and  the  object 
for  which  it  was  organized,  1  most  respectfully  submit  to  you  a  copy  of 
the  terms  on  which  it  was  accepted  by  General  Sherman,  then  military 
commander  of  this  place,  viz:  “  Be  it  known  that  we,  the  undersigned, 
do  hereby  agree  to  form  a  company  to  be  known  as  the  Galveston 
Marine  Guard,  for  the  defense  of  the  city  of  Galveston  and  the  coast 
on  the  island.”  At  the  time  this  company  was  organized  there  was  no 
Confederate  officer  here,  and  the  military  defenses  of  this  city  but 
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commenced,  and  then,  as  now,  there  was  the  usual  excitement  and  fear 
of  an  immediate  attack  being’  made  on  Galveston.  The  members  of 
this  company  being’  (with  few  exceptions)  all  seamen  and  in  the  active 
pursuit  of  their  profession,  some  commanding  and  others  manning  the 
numerous  small  craft  on  the  coast  and  in  the  bay,  could  not  be  all 
present  at  one  time  for  drill  or  any  other  purpose.  This  portion  of 
our  citizens  are  indispensable  to  conduct  the  trade  and  transportation 
of  produce  and  goods  to  and  from  Galveston  and  the  adjacent  country. 
A  good  many  of  our  company  have  joined  the  regular  service,  mostly 
in  the  cavalry,  the  natural  aversion  sailors  have  to  being  put  on  a  par 
with  soldiers  inducing  them  to  do  so;  more  than  a  dozen  prime  seamen 
have  done  so  this  week.  They  think  themselves  as  good  seamen  and 
entitled  to  as  much  compensation  as  any  employed  in  the  Confed¬ 
erate  service  at  other  places. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tiios.  B.  King, 

Captain  Marine  Guards. 
Thomas  Stephens, 

First  Lieutenant. 
Robert  Whiting, 

Second  Lieutenant. 


Commander  Hunter, 

Commanding  Naval  Operations ,  Galveston ,  Tex. 


[Telegram.; 

New  Orleans,  October  f  1861. 

Black  Republicans  assembling  a  fleet  at  Head  of  the  Passes.  The 
Richmond ,  a  sloop  of  war,  a  schooner,  a  captured  pilot  boat,  and  the 
Water  Witch  were  there  yesterday  evening.  I  will  send  some  powder 
and  reinforcements  to  Colonel  [J.  K.]  Duncan  immediately.  I  do  not 
think  Fort  Jackson  is  th  __  '  "hat  will  be  attacked.  I  will  try  to  be 
readv  to  meet  them  at  all  points. 

D.  E.  Twiggs. 

Secretary  of  War. 


Letter  from  J.  E.  Murrell ,  esg . ,  to  Lion.  C.  J.  McRae ,  offering  the 
Spanish  ship  Monserrate  for  service  under  the  Government. 

Mobile,  October  7,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  With  reference  to  our  conversation  in  regard  to  the 
Spanish  ship  Monserrate ,  due  at  Havana  from  Liverpool,  to  wait  oideis 
from  her  owners  in  New  Orleans,  Spanish  subjects,  and  the  ownei 
here,  a  citizen  of  the  Confederacy,  I  beg  to  state,  as  the  husband  of 
said  ship  and  with  the  full  consent  of  all  the  owners,  who  leave  her 
entire  management  to  me,  that  if  she  can  be  of  any  service  m  Havana 
in  any  way,  either  in  taking  cargoes  to  Matamoras  for  our  Govern¬ 
ment  or  otherwise,  I  will  hold  her  in  Havana  ready  to  be  employ  ed  y 
our  Government  in  such  service  on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  payable 
in  the  Government  bonds  or  other  obligations  of  the  Government,  as 

may  be  most  convenient.  , 

The  Monserrate  is  a  fast  sailer,  of  TOO  tons  burden,  built  ot  locust 
and  oak  in  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  stands  well  with  the  underwriters, 
[they]  insuring  cargo  equal  to  A1  bottoms. 
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Should  the  Government  have  employment  for  the  Monserrate,  I 
would  immediately  transmit  the  necessary  orders  to  her  captain  at 
Havana. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

Jos.  E.  Murrell. 

Hon.  C.  J.  McRae, 

Present. 


Agreement  regarding  the  services  of  the  schooner  Royal  Yacht. 

Galveston,  Tex.,  October  9 , 1861. 

The  undersigned  do  hereby  agree  to  furnish  for  the  use  and  services 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  my  schooner,  the  Royal  Yacht , 
her  apparel,  boats,  etc.,  and  to  supply  her  with  a  crew,  all  told,  not 
loss  than  fifteen  good  seamen,  and  in  every  way  to  provide  for  the 
pay  and  maintenance  of  them,  and  there  shall  be  no  claim  of  any  of 
them  on  the  Confederate  States  for  services  or  rations;  and  I  do  fur¬ 
ther  obligate  myself  to  perform  such  service  with  said  vessel,  her 
boats  and  crew,  as  I  may  be  directed  to  do  by  the  legitimate  authority 
of  the  Confederate  States,  for  the  compensation  of  81,350  per  month 
from  the  day  of  the  acceptance  of  this  agreement  by  the  Confederate 
States  of  America. 

Thos.  Chubb. 

By  order  of  General  Hebert,  C.  S.  Army: 

I  accept  for  the  Confederate  States  the  above  agreement. 

W.  W.  Hunter, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Agreement  of  the  crew  of  schooner  Royal  Yacht  to  serve  for  the  defense 

of  Galveston. 


Galveston,  Tex.  ,  October  10 ,  1861. 

We,  the  subscribers,  do  hereby  agree  to  serve  the  Confederate  States 
of  America  and  be  subject  to  the  naval  laws  of  the  same,  for  the 
defense  of  Galveston  and  the  adjacent  coasts,  for  which  we  now  freely 
volunteer;  our  compensation  and  rations  to  be  furnished  by  the  party 
chartering  the  schooner  Royal  Yacht. 


T.  Chubb. 

J.  Davidson. 

Thos.  C.  Saunders. 

I.  E.  Davidson. 

J.  Greenough. 

A.  Snow. 

H.  N.  Duble. 

Michael  D.  Connell. 


Peter  McGenity. 
John  Kelley. 
George  Baker. 

J.  B.  Rodgers. 

R.  Re  ADMAN. 
Jacob  Franzes. 

M.  Webb. 


Letter  from  Captain  King ,  of  the  Marine  Guards ,  to  Commander  Hunter, 
G.  S.  Navy ,  offering  the  services  of  that  organization. 

Galveston,  October  11,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  The  company  known  as  Marine  Guards,  in  Galveston, 
voluntarily  offer  their  services  to  3^011  at  an3Ttime  3tou  require  them, 
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and  (if  in  your  power)  would  like  to  have  a  piece  of  ordnance  fur¬ 
nished  the  company  to  drill  with,  so  as  to  be  efficient  when  called  on 
for  actual  service. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

Thomas  B.  King, 

Captain  Marine  Guards. 

Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Galveston. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-  General  Hebert ,  C.  8.  Army ,  to  Commander 

Hunter ,  C.  8.  Navy,  inviting  a  conference  regarding  the  steamer 

General  Rusk. 

Friday,  October  11,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Upon  reflection  I  would  suggestthat  the  Rusk ,  if  in 
danger  of  getting  aground,  should  for  the  present  be  placed  in  deep 
water  and  subject  to  further  movements.  I  would  be  pleased  to  talk 
with  you  on  the  subject  again. 

To-morrow,  Saturday,  1  go  up  on  the  railroad  to  examine  the 
ground  for  an  encampment  of  troops  to  guard  the  approaches  by 
launches,  referred  to  by  you  on  our  last  examination  of  the  map. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  O.  Hebert, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Mayor  Bowen ,  C.  8.  Army ,  turning  over  the  crews  of  the 
captured  sloops  William  Batty  and  Lyman  Dudley. 

Headquarters  Fort  Brooke, 

Tampa ,  Fla. ,  October  16,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  After  my  complimentary  regards,  permit  me  to  report 
for  your  orders  13  prisoners  of  war,  captured  under  my  command  on 
the  10th  and  11th  of  this  month,  being  the  crew  of  the  sloops  William 
Batty  and  Lyman  Dudley,  sailing  under  the  American  colors  (stars  and 
stripes),  with  papers  from  Key  West,  with  license  to  engage  in  the 
fishery  on  the  Florida  coast  and  supply  the  Key  West  market  with 
the  same.  The  sloops  are  of  the  first  class,  well  rigged,  and  in  good 
order.  One  measures  65-Jf  tons;  the  other,  56f$  tons. 

The  sloops  have  been  duly  turned  over  to  the  prize  commissioner  as 
legal  prizes  to  the  Confederate  States,  and  the  prisoners  are  detained 
in  safe  custody  for  your  disposal;  and  in  consequence  of  the  inconven¬ 
ience  and  difficulty  of  subsisting  troops  at  this  post,  I  hope  you  will 
order  the  prisoners  to  be  sent  to  some  other  place  or  disposed  of  in 
some  other  manner  as  soon  as  practicable. 

With  deep  regret  for  your  ill  health,  and  with  due  regard  to  your 
orders,  I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

W.  L.  L.  Bowen, 

Major,  Commanding  Military  Forces,  Tampa  Bay. 

Brigadier-General  John  B.  Grayson, 

Commanding  Middle  and  Fast  Florida. 
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The  sloops  William  Batty  and  Lyman  Dudley  are,  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  and  belief,  the  property  of  A  illiam  H.  A  all  &  Co.,  of 
Key  West,  They  have  been  seized  at  Tampa  Bay  by  the  military  for 
sailing  under  the  Federal  colors  and  with  papers  from  Key  A  est. 
Having  been  in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  William  H.  Wall  &  Co. 
for  several  years,  I  know  them  to  be  true  Southern  men,  and  hat  e 
largely  aided  the  Confederate  cause. 

William  Pinkney,  one  of  the  firm,  has  taken  the  1  nited  States  oath 
under  duress  on  the  island,  but  signed  the  ordinance  of  secession. 
The  permission  for  their  vessels  to  sail  under  the  Federal  flag  is  only 
to  keep  him  from  seizure  and  imprisonment. 

,  '  Chas.  Antonio. 


Report  of  the  comma/nding  officer  of  the  schooner  Henry  Dodge,* 
regarding  the  position  assumed,  by  that  vessel. 

Schooner  Dodge, 

Off  Red  Fish  Bar ,  Galveston  Bay\,  October  19,  1861. 
Sir:  I  send  a  boat  up  this  morning  to  obtain  papers,  letters,  etc. 
and  attend  to  other  business. 

I  have  taken  a  position  between  the  light-house  and  canal,  and  act 
according  to  the  instructions  you  have  given  me. 

I  shall  attend  cheerfully  any  duty  or  orders  you  will  give  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  F.  Rogers. 

Captain  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Coast  Defenses  of  Texas,  Galveston. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Fry,  C.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Lay, 
regarding  the  condition  of  the  Federal  blockade. 

C.  S.  S.  Ivy, 

New  Orleans,  October  £3,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  yesterday,  enclosing  certain  questions  respecting  the  efficiency 
of  the  blockade.  I  am  not  informed  as  to  the  condition  or  operations 
of  the  blockading  force  to  a  date  prior  to  the  25th  of  August,  but 
since  that  time  there  has  always  been  at  least  one  war  vessel  at  each  of 
the  passes,  Pass  a  l’Outre,  South  East  Pass,  and  South  W est  Pass,  except 
upon  two  occasions.  One  of  these  was  on  the  arrival  of  the  French 
war  steamer  Lavoisier,  when,  I  am  credibly  informed,  that  arriving 
during  the  night  at  South  West  Pass,  she  found  no  war  vessel  present, 
and  could  have  entered  without  the  knowledge  of  the  enemy  could  she 
have  gotten  a  pilot. 

On  the  following  morning,  about  5  a.  m. ,  the  tender  Water  Witch  is 
said  to  have  communicated  with  him,  and  desired  the  presence  of  the 
Frenchman  at  Pass  a  l’Outre,  At  Pass  a  l’Outre  the  Water  Witch 
appeared,  having  left  South  West  Pass  Bar  again  free,  and  communi¬ 
cated  with  the  senior  officer  present,  Captain  Pope,  of  the  Richmond, 
who  signalized  to  the  Vincennes,  which  vessel  left  her  station,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  Water  Witch,  for  South  W est  Pass,  thus  leaving  South 


*  Formerly  U.  S.  revenue  cutter. 
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[Telegram.] 

New  Orleans,  July  8,  1861. 

Commodore  Rousseau  won’t  give  any  guns  without  an  order  from 
Secretary  of  Navy.  Please  send  such  order  immediately. 

D.  E.  Twiggs, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Report  of  Commander  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  urging  the  necessity  of 
guarding  Sabine  Pass  against  control  of  the  Federal  forces. 

New  Orleans,  July. 8,  1861. 

Having  the  honor  to  serve  under  your  command  connected  with  the 
defenses  of  Louisiana,  my  mind  has  been  directed  to  the  defense  of 
certain  points  which  seem  important  and  vulnerable,  and  will,  doubt¬ 
less,  not  long  escape  the  vigilance  of  the  enemy.  On  this  subject  I 
would  especially  refer  to  the  Sabine  Pass,  which  is  the  military  path¬ 
way  from  the  sea  to  an  important  part  of  Louisiana  and  Texas,  and 
controlling,  in  a  great  degree,  the  communication  between  those  States. 

The  town  of  Orange,  on  the  Sabine  River,  is  35  miles  from  its 
entrance,  viz,  the  Sabine  Pass,  and  is  the  terminus  (now  completed) 
of  the  connecting  link  with  the  Opelousas  Railway.  Beaumont,  on 
the  Neches  River,  is  distant  per  railway  28  miles  west  of  Orange. 
Both  the  Sabine  and  Neches  have  their  outlet  at  the  Sabine  Pass. 
The  railway  is  completed  from  Orange  to  Houston  and  is  in  running 
order. 

Troops  landed  at  the  Sabine  Pass  can  be  readily  transported  by 
light-draft  steamers  to  either  Beaumont  or  Orange  at  all  seasons  of 
the  year.  There  are  now  seven  light-draft  steamers  suitable  for  their 
transportation  laid  up  on  the  above  stated  rivers  belonging  to  citizens 
of  Texas.  These  could  be  controlled  or  destroyed  by  an  officer  in 
charge  of  a  vessel  stationed  to  command  the  Pass. 

Could  the  enemy  land  troops  on  Sabine  Pass  they  could  march  them 
25  miles  over  a  track  of  the  railway  that  has  now  14  miles  laid  and 
[which]  is  in  working  order  and  13  miles  bedded,  all  ready  for  the 
iron.  They  would  have  the  control,  then,  of  the  road  to  Houston  and 
the  way  to  Galveston.  We  would  then  on  the  coast  be  sui  i  ounded  by 
Federal  troops.  They  could  also  march  their  troops  into  the  interior 
of  Texas  by  the  dividing  line  between  Texas  and  Louisiana,  viz,  the 

bank  of  the  Sabine  River,  through  to  Arkansas. 

At  the  Sabine  Pass  at  this  season  of  the  year  there  is  no  difficulty 
in  cretting  a  vessel  of  10  feet  draft  of  water  (with  a  good  pilot),  and  in 
the  winter  months  about  7  feet,  owing  to  the  northeily  winds  pi  evad¬ 
ing  at  that  season.  „  ,  , 

The  railway,  via  Orange  or  Beaumont,  to  Houston  and  Galveston  is 
now  in  running  order,  and  Galveston  can  be  readily  reached  in  ten 

hours.  .  ,  , 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  link  on  our  coast  has  been  entirely  over¬ 
looked.  It  certainly  would  be  an  important  point  for  our  enemies  to 
have  control  of.  In  this  view,  the  steamer  Mobile,  armed  with  one 
o-un  and  50  men,  would  serve  most  usefully  to  protect  the  ba bine  Pass. 
The  Mobile  is  now  at  Berwick  Bay,  and  I  learn  from  the  0.  b.  marshal 
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can  be  obtained  by  assuming  the  payment  of  a  lien  on  her  of  $5,000. 
She  is  said  to  be  worth  $40,000. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Nawy. 

Commodore  L.  Rousseau, 

Commandant  of  the  Naval  Station  of  Louisiana. 

P.  S. — Having  been  possessed  of  information  touching  the  defenses 
of  Louisiana,  I  feel  that  1  should  impart  it  to  you,  as  commanding  the 
defenses  of  Louisiana. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 


Richmond,  July  10,  1861. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  directed  Commodore  Rousseau  to 
deliver  you  the  guns. 

L.  P.  Walker. 


General  Twiggs, 

New  Orleans ,  La. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  LLunter,  C.  S.  Navy , 
detaching  him  from  the  naval  station,  New  Orleans. 


C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  Richmond,  Va.,  July  15,  1861. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  naval  station,  New  Orleans, 
and  you  will  report  to  Captain  Robert  G.  Robb,  Tappahannock,  Va., 
for  duty  on  the  Rappahannock  defenses  forthwith. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Barron, 
Captain  in  Charqe. 

Captain  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

New  Orleans,  La. 


Reported,  July  30,  1861. 


[Endorsement.] 

Robert  G.  Robb, 

Commanding  Rappahannock  Defenses. 


[Telegram.] 


Richmond,  July  16, 1861. 

Mr.  Mallory  places  all  the  heavy  guns  at  your  disposal.  There  are 
four  at  Corinth,  on  their  way  to  New  Orleans. 


General  Twiggs, 

New  Orleans,  La. 


L.  P.  Walker. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Fry ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  orders  to  send  no 

men  to  Virginia. 

New  Orleans,  Jidy  18,  1861. 

Sir:  The  commodore  has  received  a  dispatch  this  morning  to  send 
no  men  to  Virginia,  so  that  it  is  needless  to  ship  them. 

He  sa}7s  go  on  shipping  for  general  service. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

Joseph  Fry, 
Lieutenant,  C.  S.  Navy. 
Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Rendezvous. 


Report  of  Mayor- General  Twiggs ,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  force  on 

Ship  Lsland. 

New  Orleans,  July  19,  1861. 

Sir:  Ship  Island  is  now  strong  enough  to  resist  an}?  force  that  will 
probabl}'  be  sent  against  it  for  the  present.  There  are  five  companies 
of  volunteers  on  the  island. 

Twelve  feet  of  water  can  be  had  at  the  east  end  of  Horn  Island,  and 
in  the  channel  inside  of  the  island  12  feet  can  be  had  anywhere.  There 
is  some  danger  when  a  descent  is  made  here,  which  will  most  probably 
be  in  the  fall,  that  the  communication  between  Ship  Island  and  the 
mainland  will  be  interrupted,  and  the  garrison  of  the  island  may  be 
compelled  to  yield  without  striking  a  blow. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  Twiggs, 

Mayor-  General,  C.  S.  Army. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Telegram.] 

New  Orleans,  July  1861. 

The  ship  off  Galveston  demands  free  communication  with  Union  men 
ashore,  and  will  shell  the  town  if  denied.  Captain  [Edward]  Higgins, 
my  aid,  volunteers  to  drive  her  off  or  sink  her.  Give  me  authority  to 

order  guns,  a  midshipman,  and  sailors.  _  _ 

&  D.  E.  Twiggs. 

Secretary  of  War. 


Report  of  Mayor-  General  Twiggs,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  proposition 

to  fortify  Galveston  Island. 

Headquarters  Department  No.  1,  C.  S.  A., 

New  Orleans,  La.,  July  21,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  been  credibly  informed  by  gentlemen  just  from  Galves¬ 
ton  that  the  commander  of  the  blockading  ship  before  that  place  has 
demanded  that  he  shall  have  free  communication  with  the  Union  men 
ashore,  and  if  denied  he  will  shell  the  town.  There  are  no  heavy  guns 
at  Galveston,  consequently  it  is  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy.  My  aid- 
de-camp  Captain  E.  Higgins,  late  of  the  United  States  Navy,  a  most 
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energetic  and  accomplished  officer,  volunteers  to  take  to  Galveston,  via 
Berwick  Bay,  one  or  more  IX-inch  guns.  By  placing  them  in  battery 
on  the  island  he  is  confident  that  he  can  drive  the  ship  off  or  sink  her 
in  twenty-four  hours. 

I  have  great  confidence  in  Captain  Higgins,  and  but  for  the  exigency 
of  the  case  would  not  consent  to  his  leaving  the  city.  Indeed,  I  have 
so  high  an  opinion  of  his  experience  and  skill  that  I  would  gladly  see 
him  placed  in  charge  of  the  naval  defenses  of  this  coast. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  Twiggs, 

Major-General ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans¬ 
mitting  correspondence  regarding  guns  loaned  to  Major-  General 
Twiggs  by  the  naval  commandant  at  New  Orleans. 


I  enclose  the  letter  of  Captain  Rousseau  to  General  Twiggs,  which 
explains  itself,  and  I  ask  that  General  Twiggs  be  ordered  to  return  to 
Captain  Rousseau  the  guns  in  question.  He  refuses  to  do  so,  though 
he  obtained  them  upon  the  condition  of  returning  them  when  required 
for  our  vessels  and  after  being  formally  notified  that  they  are  required 
for  that  purpose. 

Very  respectfully, 

S.  R.  Mallory. 


Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 


[Enclosures.] 


Commandant’s  Office,  Naval  Station, 

New  Orleans ,  July  *23,  1861. 

Sir:  Having  a  steamer  to  arm,  I  am  constrained  to  demand  the 
return  of  the  Vlll-inch  and  32-pounder  guns  temporarily  loaned  to 
you;  also  the  boarding  pikes  and  other  equipments  in  your  possession 
and  belonging  to  the  Navy.  The  IX-inch  gun  nowon  Ship  Island 
may  be  retained  by  you,  and  I  have  another  IX-inch  gun  subject  to 
your  order,  together  with  a  supply  of  shot  and  shell. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Rousseau, 
Commandant. 

Major-General  David  E.  Twiggs, 

Commanding  Department  No.  1,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Headquarters  Department  No.  1,  C.  S.  A., 

New  Orleans ,  July  23,  1861. 

Sir:  Major-General  Twiggs  directs  me  to  say  in  reply  to  your  let¬ 
ter  of  this  date  that  he  has  orders  to  retain  all  the  guns  now  in  his 
possession. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  Beltzhoover, 

Major,  Assistant  Adjutant. 

Captain  L.  Rousseau, 

Commanding  Naval  Station. 
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Letter)'  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Brigadier-  General  Bragg , 
G.  8.  Army ,  regarding  proposition  to  launch  the  steamer  Fulton. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Richmond,  July  27 ,  1861. 

Sir:  Commander  Brent  informs  me  that  you  approve  the  proposi¬ 
tion  to  launch  the  Fulton. 

1  desired  to  repair  and  make  her  available  for  service  to  you  in  your 
military  operations,  but  understood  you  to  express  the  opinion  that 
the  attempt  might  induce  an  attack,  and  that  it  should  not  be  made. 

If  you  shall  deem  it  expedient,  Commander  Brent  can  proceed  to 
launch  and  equip  her  for  service  as  early  as  practicable. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Brigadier-General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Commander  in  Chief,  Pensacola,  Fla. 


Order  of  Brigadier- General  Bragg,  G.  S.  Army,  for  expediting  the 
transportation  of  guns  to  New  Orleans. 

Headquarters  near  Pensacola,  August  7,  1861. 

Lieutenant  W.  G.  Dozier,  C.  S.  Navy,  is  commended  to  all  officers 
and  agents  of  the  Government,  and  the  superintendents  of  railroads 
from  this  to  New  Orleans  are  requested  to  expedite  his  movements  in 
conveying  guns  to  the  latter  place  for  the  defense  of  the  city. 

Braxton  Bragg, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding . 


[Telegram.] 

Richmond,  August  13, 1861. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  ordered  Captain  Hollins  to  cooperate 

with  you  in  defense  of  Galveston. 

J  L.  P.  Walker. 

General  Twiggs, 

New  Orleans. 


Special  order  {No.  123)  from  the  Secretary  of  War  assigning  Com¬ 
mander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  superintendence  of  coast  defenses, 
Tsocccs* 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

Richmond,  August  If,  1861 

1  Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  will  proceed  to  Galves¬ 
ton’  and  -report  to  General  Earl  Van  Dorn  for  duty  as  superintendent 
in  charge  of  the  works  for  the  defense  of  the  coast  of  Texas. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

Bv  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

John  Withers, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General . 

Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Richmond,  Va. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy , 
granting  authority  to  make  acting  appointments. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 
Richmond ,  August  If  1861. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  two  acting1  master's 
mates  and  one  acting  gunner,  to  serve  under  your  command  of  the 
naval  defenses  at  Galveston,  Tex. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commander  Wm.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Richmond ,  Va. 


Report  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography 
regarding  guns  available  for  the  defenses  of  Mobile. 


Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

August  16 , 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  are  no  heavy  32-pounder 
guns  at  the  Norfolk  navy  yard  that  are  available  for  the  defenses  of 
Mobile.  Soon  after  the  capture  of  the  navy  yard,  169  guns  of  various 
caliber  were  sent  from  that  place  to  North  Carolina  for  safe-keeping. 
Among  them  there  were  100  heavy  32-pounders  of  61  hundredweight, 
20  heavy  32-pounders  of  57  hundredweight,  34  of  41  hundredweight, 
5  of  51  hundredweight,  and  6  Vlll-inch  shell  guns  of  63  hundred¬ 
weight.  The  guns  have  neither  carriages  nor  equipments.  The  gov¬ 
ernor  of  North  Carolina  will  give  an  order  for  such  as  you  may  require 
for  the  defenses  of  Mobile. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Richmond. 


George  Minor, 

Commander. 
For  D.  N.  Ingraham, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 


[Telegram.] 

Richmond,  August  20, 1861. 

Commander  Hunter,  of  the  Navy,  has  been  detailed  for  the  duty 
named. 

L.  P.  Walker. 

General  P.  O.  Hebert, 

New  Orleans ,  La. 
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Letter  from  the  Engineer  Bureau  to  the  Secretary  of  War ,  transmitting 

recommendation  of  Mayor- General  Twiggs ,  C.  S.  Army,  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  floating  batteries  for  defense  in  the  Mississippi  River . 

Engineer  Bureau,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond ,  August  %3, 1861. 

Sir:  In  relation  to  the  communication  of  General  Twiggs  herewith, 
proposing  that  six  floating  docks  now  at  New  Orleans  be  converted 
into  floating  batteries  for  the  defense  of  the  Mississippi  River  above 
that  citv,  I  nave  the  honor  to  recommend  that  the  adoption  of  General 
Twiggs’s  project  be  authorized  to  the  extent  and  in  the  manner  which 
may  be  deemed  expedient  by  the  ranking  engineer  officer  on  duty  at 
New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  Leadbetter, 

Major  Engineers ,  Acting  Chief  Engineer  Bureau. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Department  No.  1,  C.  S.  A., 

New  Orleans,  La.,  August  9,  1861. 

Sir:  I  understand  that  the  Lincoln  Government  is  making  formida¬ 
ble  preparations  for  the  devastation  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi 

and  a  descent  upon  New  Orleans.  .  . 

I  am  told  that  they  are  building  and  equipping  a  powerful  fleet  ot 
ironclad  gunboats  with  which  they  expect  to  pass  our  shore  batteries. 
This  might  be  successfully  accomplished  in  a  dark  night  by  the  rapidity 
with  which  they  can  move.  There  are  at  this  place  some  six  floating 
docks  of  immense  strength,  which  are  capable  of  being  converted  into 
floating  batteries  of  tremendous  power  at  a  comparatively  trifling  cost. 
These  docks  can  be  towed  up  to  any  point  on  the  river  where  the 
channel  is  narrow  and  be  made  an  impassable  barrier  to  the  vessels  ot 
the  enemy  They  can  be  readily  made  impenetrable  to  boarders,  and 
I  think  would  effectually  prevent  any  descent  by  way  ot  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^  Twiggs 

Mayor- General ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. 


(By  Mr.  [C.  M.]  Conrad,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.) 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  defense  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

Section  1.  The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do 
enact  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause 
such  floating  defenses  as  he  may  deem  best  adapted  to  the  protection 
of  the  Mississippi  River  against  a  descent  of  iron-plated  steam  gun 
boats,  to  be  constructed  or  prepared  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

Section  2  is  stricken  out. 

Passed  as  amended  August  28,  1861. 

Approved  August  30,  1861. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Hunter ,  C.  S. 

Navy ,  regarding  the  transfer  of  articles  on  board  surveying  schooner 

Twilight. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail ,  Richmond ,  August  % 9 ,  1861. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  this  office  the  Treasury  Department  has 
directed  that  a  number  of  articles  on  board  of  surveying  schooner 
Twilight ,  at  Aransas,  Tex.,  lie  delivered  to  you,  or  held  by  the  col¬ 
lector  at  that  port  subject  to  your  order.  A  list  of  the  same  is  here¬ 
with  enclosed. 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  Navy: 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  Lynch, 

Captain  in  Charge. 

Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Galveston ,  Tex. 


Order  of  the  commandant ,  naval  station ,  New  Orleans ,  to  Lieutenant 
Dozier ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Pamlico. 

Commandant’s  Office, 

New  Orleans ,  September  1861. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  steamer 
Pamlico ,  and  you  will  proceed  to  tit  her  out  with  all  possible  dispatch, 
making  a  report  to  me  every  morning  of  your  progress. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  N.  Hollins, 

r .  Commandant. 

Lieutenant  W.  G.  Dozier,  C.  S.  Navy, 

New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War^  regard¬ 
ed  measures  to  prevent  the  burning  of  Apalachicola  by  the  Federal 
forces. 

Navy  Department,  C.  S., 

Richmond ,  September  6,  1861. 

Sir:  The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  at  this  Depart¬ 
ment  from  St.  Vincent’s  Island,  near  Apalachicola: 

The  enemy  have  threatened  to  enter  the  harbor  in  light-draft  steamers  and  burn 
Apalachicola.  Cannon  friction  primers  and  powder  needed,  and  artillerists. 

Chas.  A.  Gee, 

Captain,  Commanding. 

Wm.  E.  Andebson, 
Brigadier-General,  Florida  Militia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  cause  Lieutenant  McLaugh¬ 
lin,  ot  the  Navy,  who  is  now  in  this  city,  and  who  will  proceed  to 
Apalachicola  at  once,  to  be  supplied  with  2,000  pounds  of  powder, 
lhe  guns  shells,  shot,  etc.,  have  been  supplied  by  this  Department. 

Yv  ith  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Smretmy  °fthe  NamJ' 

Secretary  of  War ,  Richmond ,  Fa. 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


839 


Letter  from,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  request¬ 
ing  a  supply  of  powder  for  the  defense  of  New  Orleans. 

Navy  Department,  C.  S., 
Richmond ,  Va. ,  September  6,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  request  that  Captain  George  N.  Hollins, 
commanding  naval  station  at  New  Orleans,  may  be  supplied  as  early  as 
practicable  with  100,000  pounds  of  cannon  and  1,500  pounds  of  musket 
powder,  required  for  the  defense  of  New  Orleans. 

With  much  respect,  you  obedient  servant, 

S.  It.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War ,  Richmond,  Va. 


Letter  from  the  Tredegar  Iron  Works  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

regarding  guns  for  naval  use. 

Tredegar  Iron  Works, 

Richmond,  September  6,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  We  can  supply  two  of  the  32-pounder  26-hundredweight 
navy  guns  and  carriages  to  Lieutenant  McLaughlin  early  next  week. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  R.  Anderson  &  Co. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Endorsement.] 

Mr.  Tidball  will  see  Secretary  of  War.  If  he  will  order  these  guns, 
we  will  send  them  to  Apalachicola  to  defend  the  place,  with  officers,  etc. 

S.  R.  xM. 


Order  of  the  commandant ,  navy  yard,  Gosport,  to  Midshipman  Trigg , 
C.  S.  Navy ,  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans  in  charge  of  transportation 
of  guns. 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport,  September  16,  1861. 
Sir:  Yrou  are  hereby  directed  to  take  charge  of  the  guns,  etc.,  a  list 
of  which  will  be  furnished  to  you,  and  proceed  without  delay  with 
them  to  New  Orleans,  where,  on  vour  arrival,  you  will  report  to 
Captain  G.  N.  Hollins,  commanding  the  station. 

After  the  performance  of  this  duty  you  will  lose  no  time  in  getting 
to  Apalachicola,  in  obedience  to  your  orders  from  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  Forrest. 

Midshipman  Danl.  Trigg. 


Order  of  the  commandant,  navy  yard,  Gosport ,  to  Commander  Fairfax, 
0.  S.  Navy,  to  furnish  facilities  for  the  transportation  of  guns. 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport,  September  %0,  1861. 
Sir:  Lieutenant  George  T.  Sinclair  has  received  orders  from  Mr. 
Mallory  to  take  charge  of  and  forward  to  Captain  Hollins,  at  New 
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Orleans,  such  rifled  guns  as  are  now  ready  for  service,  with  authority 
to  appoint  transportation  agents  to  take  them  to  their  destination,  and 
also  to  forward  such  other  guns  as  may  be  consigned  to  that  officer, 
together  with  shot,  shell,  equipments,  projectiles,  etc. 

You  will  be  pleased,  in  obedience  to  these  instructions,  to  give  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Sinclair,  through  Captain  Peters,  the  necessary  facilities.  You 
will  reserve  three  of  the  rifled  guns  in  the  yard  for  the  armament  of 
the  Ellis ,  Beaufort ,  and  Edwards. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  Forrest. 


Commander  Fairfax. 


Order  of  Brigadier-  General  Hebert ,  C.  S.  Army ,  authorizing  Com¬ 
mander  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  employ  vessels  for  the  defense  of 
Galveston. 

Military  Department  of  Texas,  September  21,  1861. 
Captain  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  assigned  to  special  duty  on  the 
coast  of  Texas,  is  authorized  to  employ  in  the  service  of  the  Confed¬ 
erate  States  such  light-draft  vessels,  propelled  by  steam  or  otherwise, 
as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  defense  of  Galveston  Harbor  and 
adjacent  coast,  the  transportation  of  troops,  ordnance,  ammunition, 
and  supplies,  etc.,  said  transports  to  be  engaged  on  the  best  terms 
possible  to  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Captain  Hunter  is  also  authorized  to  employ  such  commanders, 
mates,  engineers,  seamen,  and  deck  hands  as  the  service  in  his  judgment 
may  require. 

P.  O.  Hebert. 

Brigadier-  General ,  Provisional  Army ,  Comdg.  Dept,  of  Texas. 


[Telegram.] 

Richmond,  September  22,  1861. 
Turn  over  a  rifled  32-pounder  to  General  Twiggs. 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Geo.  N.  Hollins,  C.  S.  Navy, 

.  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  the  commandant,  naval  station ,  New  Orleans ,  to  Lieutenant 
Dozier,  C.  S.  Navy,  for  the  preparation  of  the  G.  S.  S.  Pamlico  for 
active  service. 


Commandant’s  Office, 

New  Orleans,  September  23,  1861. 

Sir;  You  will  get  the  steamer,  under  your  command,  readv  for 
service  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

Your  services  are  required  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  repel  the 
enemy,  and  I  trust  in  your  confidence  and  activity  to  get  the  steamer 
ready  for  service  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Respectfully, 


Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  G.  Dozier, 


Geo.  N.  Hollins, 

Commandant. 


C.  S.  S.  Pamlico. 
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Agreement  of  Houston  Navigation  Company  regarding  the  charter  of 
vessels  for  the  Confederate  Government. 

Galveston,  September  23,  1861. 

We  (acting  for  the  association  known  as  the  Houston  Navigation 
Company)  propose  to  charter  to  the  Confederate  States  Government 
three  of  our  steamers,  viz,  Diana ,  Bayou  City,  and  Neptune  No.  2,  on 
the  following  terms: 

(The  Government  assuming  all  risk  of  their  loss  arising  from  burn¬ 
ing  or  capture  by  the  enemy  or  by  navigating  in  any  waters  more 
hazardous  than  voyages  to  Houston  from  Galveston  by  the  usual  route, 
rating  the  value  to  be  paid  for  in  case  of  loss  of  each  boat  at  $25,000.) 

For  $7,500  per  month  for  each  boat — we  furnishing  them  fuel  and 
crew  and  provisions  for  crew — the  charter  to  be  for  not  less  than  one 
month  and  to  continue  for  whole  months  if  continued  beyond  one 
month,  and  in  case  of  contemplated  dismissal  we  shall  have  ten  days’ 
notice  of  such  intention  in  advance. 

Or  we  will  charter  all  or  any  one  or  two  of  the  above-mentioned 
boats  for  $4,000  per  month  (the  condition  about  notice  to  apply  in  this 
case  too) — the  Government  paying  all  the  expenses  of  crew,  fuel,  and 
provisions — we  having  the  appointment  of  crews  to  consist  of  not  less 
than  a  captain,  a  first  engineer,  a  second  engineer,  a  striker,  a  watch¬ 
man,  a  cook,  a  cabin  boy,  four  firemen,  and  two  deck  hands;  or  we 
will  sell  the  three  boats  for  $70,000,  or  either  of  them  for  $25,000. 

In  case  of  charter  being  accepted,  the  boats  are  not  to  carry  guns 
for  offensive  operations. 

B.  A.  Shepherd. 

.  F.  W.  Smith. 

John  H.  Sterrett. 


[Telegram.  ] 

Richmond,  September  25,  1861. 

I  can  not  spare  any  rifled  cannon  for  New  Orleans.  You  have  one 
transferred  from  Hollins.  Have  the  others  rifled  as  fast  as  possible 
at  the  New  Orleans  foundries.  There  are  but  two  large-sized  rifled 
guns  received  at  Savannah,  and  twelve  rifled  fieldpieces.  _  The  coast  of 
Georgia  will  be  attacked  in  a  few  days,  and  I  can  not  withdraw  guns. 
I  have  appointed  Mansfield  Lovell  a  brigadier-general,  and  ordered 
him  to  New  Orleans.  He  will  be  with  you  this  week.  Have  ordered 
10  more  tons  of  saltpeter  from  Augusta  to  New  Orleans,  and  100 
barrels  of  cannon  powder  from  Nashville  to  New  Orleans,  and  50  bar¬ 
rels  to  Mobile.  ^ 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

General  D.  E.  Twiggs, 

New  Orleans. 
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Order  of  the  commandant ,  naval  station ,  AW  Orleans ,  to  Lieutenant 
Dozier,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  state  cause  of  delay  in  preparation  of  the  C.S.S. 
Pamlico. 

Commandant’s  Office, 

AW  Orleans ,  September  26 ,  C%7. 

Sir:  Report  in  writing  the  cause  of  delay  of  the  vessel  under  your 
command  not  being  ready  for  service. 

Respectfully, 

Geo.  N.  Hollins, 

Commandant. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Dozier, 

C.  S.  S.  Pamlico. 


Letter  from,  Major  Forshey ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Captain  Hunter ,  C.  & 
Navy,  suggesting  means  for  the  capture  of  the  U  S.  schooner  Sam, . 
Houston ,  in  Brazos  River. 


Velasco,  Sunday ,  September  29,1861. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Sam.  LTouston  is  cruising  round  the  mouth  of  the 
Brazos  in  a  very  impertinent  manner  and  picking  up  our  salt  vessels 
as  they  come  in.  Friday  evening  she  took  one  nearly  under  our  jaws, 
and  wantonly  scuttled  and  sun k  her.  I  write  to  suggest  that  a  steamer, 
such  as  one  of  those  of  Doering,  could  be  brought  through  the  canal 
into  the  Brazos  at  night  and  concealed  in  the  woods  some  2  miles  up 
the  Brazos  and  at  a  proper  signal  run  out  and  capture  the  Houston. 
We  have  a  pivot  gun,  12-pound  howitzer,  which  could  easily  be 
mounted  on  the  steamer,  and  thus  equal  the  armament  of  the  LLouston. 

If  not  too  much  pressed  for  time,  I  wish  you  would  visit  Velasco 
and  see  for  yourself. 

Respectfully,  yours, 


C.  G.  Forshey, 

Engineer  Coast  Defense ,  C.  S.  Army. 
Captain  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 


1 .  S.— This  note  will  introduce  Major  J.  H.  Herndon,  a  citizen  of 
Velasco  and  planter  of  the  vicinity,  deeply  interested  in  our  coast 
defenses,  and  a  member  of  our  committee.  He  will  confer  with  you. 

C.  G.  Forshey. 


Letter  from  officers  of  the  Marine  Guard  to  Commander  LLunter,  C.  S. 

Navy ,  regarding  that  organization. 

Galveston,  October  f  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  As  some  misunderstanding  appears  to  have  occurred  as  to 
the  utility  of  the  company  known  as  the  Marine  Guard,  and  the  object 
for  which  it  was  organized,  1  most  respectfully  submit  to  you  a  copy  of 
the  terms  on  which  it  was  accepted  by  General  Sherman,  then  military 
commander  ot  this  place,  viz:  “Be  it  known  that  we,  the  undersigned 
do  hereby  agree  to  form  a  company  to  be  known  as  the  Galveston 
Marine  Guard  for  the  defense  of  the  city  of  Galveston  and  the  coast 
on  the  island.  At  the  tune  this  company  was  organized  there  was  no 
Contedeiate  officer  here,  and  the  military  defenses  of  this  city  but 
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commenced,  and  then,  as  now,  there  was  the  usual  excitement  and  fear 
of  an  immediate  attack  being  made  on  Galveston.  The  members  of 
this  company  being  (with  few  exceptions)  all  seamen  and  in  the  active 
pursuit  of  their  profession,  some  commanding  and  others  manning  the 
numerous  small  craft  on  the  coast  and  in  the  bay,  could  not  be  all 
present  at  one  time  for  drill  or  any  other  purpose.  This  portion  of 
our  citizens  are  indispensable  to  conduct  the  trade  and  transportation 
of  produce  and  goods  to  and  from  Galveston  and  the  adjacent  country. 
A  good  many  of  our  company  have  joined  the  regular  service,  mostly 
in  the  cavalry,  the  natural  aversion  sailors  have  to  being  put  on  a  par 
with  soldiers  inducing  them  to  do  so;  more  than  a  dozen  prime  seamen 
have  done  so  this  week.  They  think  themselves  as  good  seamen  and 
entitled  to  as  much  compensation  as  any  employed  in  the  Confed¬ 
erate  service  at  other  places. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  B.  King, 

Gajptain  Marine  Guards. 
Thomas  Stephens, 

First  Lieutenant. 
Robert  Whiting, 

Second  Lieutenant. 


Commander  Hunter, 

Commanding  Naval  Operations ,  Galveston ,  Tex. 


[Telegram.] 

New  Orleans,  October  J,  1861. 

Black  Republicans  assembling  a  fleet  at  Head  of  the  Passes.  The 
Richmond ,  a  sloop  of  war,  a  schooner,  a  captured  pilot  boat,  and  the 
Water  Witch  were  there  yesterday  evening.  I  will  send  some  powder 
and  reinforcements  to  Colonel  [J.  K.]  Duncan  immediately.  I  do  not 
think  Fort  Jackson  is  the  point  that  will  be  attacked.  I  will  try  to  be 
reaclv  to  meet  them  at  all  points. 

D.  E.  Twiggs. 

Secretary  of  War. 


Letter  from  J.  E.  Murrell ,  esq.,  to  Lion.  C.  J.  McRae ,  offering  the 
Spanish  ship  Monserrate  for  service  under  the  Government. 

Mobile,  October  7,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  With  reference  to  our  conversation  in  regard  to  the 
Spanish  ship  Monserrate,  due  at  Havana  from  Liverpool,  to  wait  orders 
from  her  owners  in  New  Orleans,  Spanish  subjects,  and  the  owner 
here,  a  citizen  of  the  Confederacy,  I  beg  to  state,  as  the  husband  of 
said  ship  and  with  the  full  consent  of  all  the  owners,  who  leave  her 
entire  management  to  me,  that  if  she  can  be  of  any  service  in  Havana 
in  any  way,  either  in  taking  cargoes  to  Matamoras  for  our  Govern¬ 
ment  or  otherwise,  I  will  hold  her  in  Havana  ready  to  be  employed  by 
our  Government  in  such  service  on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  payable 
in  the  Government  bonds  or  other  obligations  of  the  Government,  as 
may  be  most  convenient. 

The  Monserrate  is  a  fast  sailer,  of  TOO  tons  burden,  built  of  locust 
and  oak  in  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  stands  well  with  the  underwriters, 
[they]  insuring  cargo  equal  to  A1  bottoms. 
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Should  the  Government  have  employment  for  the  Monserrate,  I 
would  immediately  transmit  the  necessary  orders  to  her  captain  at 
Havana. 

.  Yours,  very  truly, 

Jos.  E.  Murrell. 

Hon.  C.  J.  McRae, 

Present. 


Agreement  regarding  the  services  of  the  schooner  Royal  Yacht. 

Galveston,  Tex.,  October  9, 1861. 

The  undersigned  do  hereby  agree  to  furnish  for  the  use  and  services 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  my  schooner,  the  Royal  Yacht , 
her  apparel,  boats,  etc.,  and  to  supply  her  with  a  crew,  all  told,  not 
less  than  fifteen  good  seamen,  and  in  every  way  to  provide  for  the 
pay  and  maintenance  of  them,  and  there  shall  be  no  claim  of  any  of 
them  on  the  Confederate  States  for  services  or  rations;  and  I  do  fur¬ 
ther  obligate  myself  to  perform  such  service  with  said  vessel,  her 
boats  and  crew,  as  I  may  be  directed  to  do  by  the  legitimate  authority 
of  the  Confederate  States,  for  the  compensation  of  81.350  per  month 
from  the  day  of  the  acceptance  of  this  agreement  by  the  Confederate 
States  of  America. 

Thos.  Chubb. 

By  order  of  General  Hebert,  C.  S.  Army: 

I  accept  for  the  Confederate  States  the  above  agreement. 

W.  W.  Hunter, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Nary. 


Agreement  of  the  crew  of  schooner  Royal  Yacht  to  serve  for  the  defense 

of  Galveston. 


Galveston,  Tex.  ,  October  10 ,  1861. 

We,  the  subscribers,  do  hereby  agree  to  serve  the  Confederate  States 
of  America  and  be  subject  to  the  naval  laws  of  the  same,  for  the 
defense  of  Galveston  and  the  adjacent  coasts,  for  which  we  now  freely 
volunteer;  our  compensation  and  rations  to  be  furnished  by  the  party 
chartering  the  schooner  Royal  Yacht. 


T.  Chubb. 

J.  Davidson. 

Thos.  C.  Saunders. 

I.  E.  Davidson. 

J.  Greenough. 

A.  Snow. 

H.  N.  Duble. 

Michael  D.  Connell. 


Peter  McGenity. 
John  Kelley. 
George  Baker. 

J.  B.  Rodgers. 

R.  Readman. 
Jacob  Franzes. 

M.  Webb. 


Letter  from  Captain  King,  of  the  Marine  Guards ,  to  Commander  Hunter, 
t .  A.  A  avy ,  offering  the  services  of  that  organization . 

Galveston,  October  11,  1861. 

Dear  Sir.  The  company,  known  as  Marine  Guards,  in  Galveston, 
voluntarily  offer  their  services  to  you  at  anytime  you  require  them, 
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and  (if  in  your  power)  would  like  to  have  a  piece  of  ordnance  fur¬ 
nished  the  company  to  drill  with,  so  as  to  be  efficient  when  called  on 
for  actual  service. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

Thomas  B.  King, 

Captain  Marine  Guards. 

Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Gal/oeston. 


Letted'  from  Brigadier-  General  Hebert ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Commander 

Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  inviting  a  conference  regarding  the  steamer 

General  Husk. 

Friday,  October  11,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Upon  reflection  I  would  suggest  that  the  Husk,  if  in 
danger  of  getting  aground,  should  for  the  present  be  placed  in  deep 
water  and  subject  to  further  movements.  I  would  be  pleased  to  talk 
with  you  on  the  subject  again. 

To-morrow,  Saturday,  I  go  up  on  the  railroad  to  examine  the 
ground  for  an  encampment  of  troops  to  guard  the  approaches  by 
launches,  referred  to  by  you  on  our  last  examination  of  the  map. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  O.  Hebert, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Major  Bowen,  C.  S.  Army ,  turning  over  the  crews  of  the 
captured  sloops  William  Batty  and  Lyman  Dudley. 

Headquarters  Fort  Brooke, 

Tampa ,  Fla. ,  October  16,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  After  my  complimentary  regards,  permit  me  to  report 
for  your  orders  13  prisoners  of  war,  captured  under  my  command  on 
the  10th  and  11th  of  this  month,  being  the  crew  of  the  sloops  William 
Batty  and  Lyman  Dudley,  sailing  under  the  American  colors  (stars  and 
stripes),  with  papers  from  Key  West,  with  license  to  engage  in  the 
fishery  on  the  Florida  coast  and  supply  the  Key  West  market  with 
the  same.  The  sloops  are  of  the  first  class,  well  rigged,  and  in  good 
order.  One  measures  65-J f  tons;  the  other,  56$$  tons. 

The  sloops  have  been  duly  turned  over  to  the  prize  commissioner  as 
legal  prizes  to  the  Confederate  States,  and  the  prisoners  are  detained 
in  safe  custody  for  your  disposal;  and  in  consequence  of  the  inconven¬ 
ience  and  difficulty  of  subsisting  troops  at  this  post,  I  hope  you  will 
order  the  prisoners  to  be  sent  to  some  other  place  or  disposed  of  in 
some  other  manner  as  soon  as  practicable. 

With  deep  regret  for  your  ill  health,  and  with  due  regard  to  your 
orders,  I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

W.  L.  L.  Bowen, 

Major,  Commanding  Military  Forces,  Tampa  Bay. 

Brigadier-General  John  B.  Grayson, 

Commanding  Middle  and  Fast  Florida , 
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The  sloops  William  Batty  and  Lyman  Dudley  are,  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  and  belief,  the  property  of  William  H.  Wall  &  Co.,  of 
Key  West.  They  have  been  seized  at  Tampa  Bay  by  the  military  for 
sailing  under  the  Federal  colors  and  with  papers  from  Key  West. 
Having  been  in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  William  H.  Wall  &  Co. 
for  several  years,  I  know  them  to  be  true  Southern  men,  and  have 
largely  aided  the  Confederate  cause. 

William  Pinkney,  one  of  the  firm,  has  taken  the  United  States  oath 
under  duress  on  the  island,  but  signed  the  ordinance  of  secession. 
The  permission  for  their  vessels  to  sail  under  the  Federal  flag  is  only 
to  keep  him  from  seizure  and  imprisonment. 

Chas.  Antonio. 


Report  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  schooner  Henry  Dodge  ,* 
regarding  the  posit  ion  assumed  by  that  vessel. 

Schooner  Dodge, 

Off  Red  Fish  Bar ,  [  Galveston  Bay\  October  19 ,  1861. 
Sir:  I  send  a  boat  up  this  morning  to  obtain  papers,  letters,  etc. 
and  attend  to  other  business. 

I  have  taken  a  position  between  the  light-house  and  canal,  and  act 
according  to  the  instructions  you  have  given  me. 

I  shall  attend  cheerfully  any  duty  or  orders  you  will  give  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  F.  Rogers. 

Captain  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Commanding  Coast  Defenses  of  Texas ,  Galveston. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Fry ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Lvy , 
regarding  the  condition  of  the  Federal  blockade. 

C.  S.  S.  Ivy, 

New  Orleans ,  October  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  yesterday,  enclosing  certain  questions  respecting  the  efficiency 
of  the  blockade.  I  am  not  informed  as  to  the  condition  or  operations 
of  the  blockading  force  to  a  date  prior  to  the  25th  of  August,  but 
since  that  time  there  has  always  been  at  least  one  war  vessel  at  each  of 
the  passes,  PassaPOutre,  South  East  Pass,  and  South  West  Pass,  except 
upon  two  occasions.  One  of  these  was  on  the  arrival  of  the  French 
war  steamer  Lavoisier ,  when,  I  am  credibly  informed,  that  arriving 
during  the  night  at  South  West  Pass,  she  found  no  war  vessel  present, 
and  could  have  entered  without  the  knowledge  of  the  enemy  could  she 
have  gotten  a  pilot. 

On  the  following  morning,  about  5  a.  m.,  the  tender  Water  Witch  is 
said  to  have  communicated  with  him,  and  desired  the  presence  of  the 
frenchman  at  Pass  a  l’Outre.  At  Pass  a  POutre  the  Water  Witch 
appeared,  having  left  South  West  Pass  Bar  again  free,  and  communi¬ 
cated  with  the  senior  officer  present,  Captain  Pope,  of  the  Richmond , 
who  signalized  to  the  Vincennes ,  which  vessel  left  her  station,  accom- 
pamed  by  the  Water  Witch ,  for  South  W est  Pass,  thus  leaving  South 


*  Formerly  U.  S.  revenue  cutter. 
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the  particulars  of  the  engagement  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  and 
complete  success  of  the  Confederate  States  naval  forces.  A  2  p.  m. 
were  visited  by  second  norther. 

October  21. — At  11  a.  m.  steamer  J.  F.  Carr  left  the  wharf  with  a 
company  of  soldiers  on  board  for  Bolivar  Point. 

October  22. — Accepted  a  sailboat  called  the  Fanny  Morgan  for  the 
service  of  the  Confederate  States.  The  boat  is  26  feet  long,*  11  feet 
beam,  and  about  8  tons  burden,  decked,  and  a  remarkably  fast  sailer. 
Commander  Hunter  ordered  her  fitted  out  for  service. 

October  23. — -The  repairs  to  the  Royal  Yacht  being  completed,  she 
received  her  ammunition  and  arms  on  board,  and  with  a  crew  of  15 
men  left  the  wharf  and  went  as  guard  boat,  to  her  cruising  ground 
between  Bolivar  Point  and  East  Point.  Steamer  Colonel  Stell  took  15 
men  belonging  to  Captain  McMannus’  [McMahan?]  company  to  Bolivar 
Point.  The  boat  left  at  1  p.  m. ,  returned  at  8  p.  m. 

October  25. — At  10  a.  m.  left  the  wharf  with  the  remainder  of  Cap¬ 
tain  McMannus’  company,  numbering  about  70  men,  on  board,  and  a 
barge  with  80  horses  in  tow;  landed  men  and  horses  at  Bolivar  Point. 
Returned  at  5  p.  m.  Steamer  Colonel  Stell  took  X'ailroad  iron  to  the 
Pelican  Spit. 

October  26. — Received  20  musketoons  and  2,000  cartridges  and  car¬ 
tridge  boxes  on  board.  The  armament  of  the  Bayou  City  consists  of 
two  32-pounder  field  howitzers  and  120  rounds  of  shell  and  canister;  20 
musketoons,  with  2,000  cartridges  and  20  boarding  pikes. 

October  27.—  At  11  a.  m.  the  lookout  signalized  a  brig  under  English 
colors,  and  half  an  hour  later  she  was  boarded  by  a  boat  from  the 
U.  S.  frigate  Santee  and  anchored  astern  of  her. 

October  28.—  Steamer  Colonel  Stell  loaded  corn  and  hay  for  some 
company  on  Bolivar  Point. 

October  29.—  Steamer  Colonel  Stell  left  at  daylight  for  Bolivar  Point, 
returned  at  4  p.  m.  At  11  a.  m.  the  commanding  general,  P.  O.  Hebert, 
handed  Commander  W.  W.  Hunter  a  communication  from  the  British 
consul,  Mr.  Lynn,  to  the  commander  of  the  U.  S.  frigate  Santee. 
Fired  up  and  left  the  wharf  at  12:30  p.  m.,  taking  the  schooner  Royal 
Yacht  in  tow  to  use  her  in  case  the  sea  should  be  too  rough  outside  the 
bar  for  the  Bayou  City.  Rounding  the  East  Point,  a  distance  of  about 
5  miles  from  the  frigate,  the  flag  of  truce  was  hoisted  on  the  Bayou 
City  and  Royal  Yacht ,  but  not  answered  by  the  Santee.  Proceeding 
slowly  toward  her  she  commenced  firing  at  the  Bayou  City  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  about  3 £  miles,  her  shots  falling  short  about  a  mile.  Ten 
shots  and  one  shell  were  fired,  the  shell  at  a  very  high  elevation.  The 
Bayou  City  proceeded  toward  her  till  she  ceased  firing  and  answered 
the  flag  of  truce.  The  frigate  lowered  a  boat  and  sent  it  alongside 
the  steamer.  The  lieutenant  in  charge  of  the  boat  stated  the  frigate 
had  not  seen  our  flag  of  truce  and  apologized  for  her  firing.  Com¬ 
mander  Hunter  handing  him  the  British  consul’s  communication 
remarked:  “It  is  not  necessary  to  apologize;  I  know  you  did  not  fire 
at  us.”  Boat  and  steamer  returned  and  the  Bayou  City  arrived  at  her 
wharf  at  3:30  p.  m. 

October  31. — The  yacht  Fanny  Morgan  arrived  from  Morgan’s  Point 
at  10  a.  m.  At  3:30  p.  m.  the  wind  N.  N.  W.  and  N.  at  its  height,  with 
a  turbulent  sea.  Several  vessels  dragged  their  anchors  and  received 
damages;  a  number  of  boats  drifted  ashore. 

November  1. — Wind  moderating.  The  lookout  signalized  a  war 
N  w  R — VOL  16 - 55 


864 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


steamer  coming  to  an  anchor  not  far  from  the  U.  S.  frigate  Santee , 
supposed  to  be  the  U.  S.  S.  Bienville. 

November  2. — The  U.  S.  frigate  Santee  hoisted  a  white  flag;  answered 
by  doing  the  same.  At  11  a.  m.  left  the  wharf  and  proceeded  down  the 
bay  toward  the  frigate;  found  her  boat  at  the  beacon,  waiting  for  the 
steamer.  The  officer  in  charge  of  the  boat,  a  passed  midshipman, 
handed  two  letters  to  Commander  Hunter,  one  addressed  to  the  British 
consul,  Mr.  Ly nn,  the  other  to  the  Hanoverian  consul,  Mr.  Frederick. 
Returned  to  the  city,  and  arrived  at  wharf  at  1  p.  m. 

November  J — Sent  the  steamer  Colonel  Stell  to  the  Pelican  Spit  by 
request  of  the  commanding  general,  P.  O.  Hebert,  to  transport  Major 
J.  J.  Cook’s  battalion  to  the  city.  At  5  p.  m.  took  the  same  battalion 
back  to  the  spit  and  landed  a  number  of  horses  at  Bolivar  Point. 

November  7. — Steamer  Colonel  Stell  went  to  Bolivar  Point  and 
steamer  John  F.  Carr  went  to  Buffalo  Bayou  for  the  quartermaster. 
During  the  night,  from  Thursday  to  Friday,  at  2:30  a.  m.,  a  plain 
white  light  was  reported  by  the  watch  on  board  the  Bayou  City  in 
the  direction  of  the  Royal  Yacht ,  another  on  the  west  point  of  the 
Pelican  Island,  one  on  the  steamer  General  Rusk.  On  taking  the 
night  glass  and  closely  examining  the  light,  I  discovered  the  schooner 
Royal  Yacht ,  anchored  outside  of  Bolivar  Point  light-house,  from 
where  the  Bayou  City  laid  about  N.  |  E.,  4  miles  distant  and  about  2 
to  3  miles  from  the  Pelican  Spit.  The  light  was  on  her  deck  between 
her  two  masts.  One  of  the  watch  reported  having  seen  several  flashes 
of  firearms  being  discharged,  but  did  not  hear  the  report,  the  wind 
being  S_.  W.  Nothing  more  was  seen  or  heard  till  3:40  a.  m.,  when 
the  lookout  saw  a  fire  on  Bolivar  Point,  like  a  camp  fire.  No  signals 
were  made  on  the  lookout  at  Pelican  Spit,  steamer  Rusk ,  or  Royal 
Yacht,  and  therefore  no  uneasiness  was  felt.  The  signals  adopted  by 
Commander  Hunter  were  as  follows:  For  Royal  Yacht,  in  daytime, 
touching  the  approach  or  movements  of  the  enemy,  etc.,  see  pages 
I,  II.  At  daylight  steamer  General  Rusk  hoisted  the  Texas  flag  and 
soon  afterwards  his  boat  wTas  seen  toward  the  Bayou  City.  Having 
up  some  20  pounds  of  steam,  the  Bayou  City  fired  up  and  prepared 
to  move.  Captain  L.  Smith,  commanding  the  steamer  General  Rusk, 
made  the  following  report:  “At  about  half  past  12  he  was  called  by 
his  first  officer  and  informed  that  he  had  seen  the  flash  of  several  fire¬ 
arms  in  the  direction  of  Bolivar  Point.  He  called  all  hands  to  quar¬ 
ters  and  waited  about  an  hour,  his  men  stationed  at  their  guns. 
Perceiving  no  signal,  he  told  his  men  to  lie  down  with  their  arms. 
At  3:30  he  saw  a  fire  in  the  direction  where  the  firing  had  been  seen, 
and  took  it  to  be  a  ship  or  vessel  on  fire.  Immediately  he  lowered 
the  boats  and  manned  them,  and  on  approaching  discovered  the 
schooner  Royal  Yacht  on  fire.  Finding  a  bucket  on  deck,  he  went 
below,  and  with  a  few  buckets  of  water  extinguished  the  fire  next  the 
powder  magazine.  The  Royal  Yacht  had  48  rounds  of  shot  fired  and 
20  canister  and  cartridges  for  12-pounder,  besides  1,000  musketoon 
cartridges  on  board.  On  looking  around  Captain  L.  Smith  discov¬ 
ered  marks  of  a  hard  fight  and  struggle  on  the  schooner’s  deck  and 
below.  About  forty  bullet  holes  were  found  in  her  side,  several  in 
her  cabin,  doors  broken  open  and  everything  destined;  about  12 
cutlasses  and  5  boarding  pikes,  12  cartridge  boxes,  were  found  lying 
on  deck.  An  pfficer’s  cap  was  found  on  the  cabin  floor  on  a  bloody 
bed  sheet;  a  six-shooter  (Colt’s  dragoon  pistol)  and  a  cutlass,  marked 
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“26.1  B.  2nd  D.,”  belonging  to  the.U.  S.  frigate  Santee ,  was  found 
alongside  of  it.  A  new  grapple  used  for  boarding  and  12-pounder 
shrapnel  were  found  also;  the  12-pounder  on  deck  was  loaded  but  not 
primed.  The  whole  state  of  the  schooner  showed  that  the  vessel  had 
been  taken  by  surprise  and  an  overwhelming  force,  but  made  a  des¬ 
perate  resistance.  How  many  were  killed  could  not  be  ascertained. 
At  9  a.  m.  towed  the  Royal  Yacht  alongside  the  steamer  General  Rusk , 
and  after  discharging  her  gun,  a  12-pounder,  and  ammunition  into  her 
(steamer  Genial  Rusk),  towed  her  to  the  city  to  the  lower  wharf. 
The  hull  of  the  vessel  is  not  injured,  the  decks,  houses,  and  spars 
badly  burned;  the  sails,  with  exception  of  the  jib,  are  burned  up. 

November  8. — Steamer  Colonel  Stell  went  over  to  Bolivar  Point  with 
stores  for  Captain  Me  Mann  us  [McMahan?]  company.  Yacht  Fanny 
Morgan ,  commanded  by  [W.  H.  ]  Beazley,  and  manned  by  a  detachment 
of  10  volunteers  belonging  to  Captain  [B.]  Timmon’s  company,  went 
out  and  took  the  Royal  Yacht’s  place  as  guard  boat.  The  battery  at 
Fort  Point  mistaking  the  boat  fired  several  shots  at  her,  but  did  not  do 
any  injury. 

November  9. — Put  a  guard  on  board  the  Royal  Yacht.  P.  M.  until 
sunset  observed  the  flag  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  frigate  Santee  half-masted. 
Seven  oars  belonging  to  the  U.  S.  frigate  Santee  were  found  on  Boli¬ 
var  Point.  The  oars  were  muffled,  and  several  bullet  holes  could  be 
.seen  on  the  upper  end,  showing  plainly  that  the  schooner’s  crew  dis¬ 
covered  and  fired  into  the  Santee’s  boats  before  the  crew  boarded  the 
schooner.  At  10  p.  m.  steamer  Colonel  Stell  left  the  wharf  and  went 
on  the  lookout  station,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Ch.  Fowler,  master’s  mate, 
C.  S.  Navy. 

November  10. — At  11  a.  m.  observed  a  small  schooner  standing  toward 
the  bar.  On  seeing  two  boats  from  the  U.  S.  frigate  Santee  pull  toward 
her,  she  went  about  and  was  boarded  by  one  of  the  boats  and  anchored 
under  the  frigate’s  guns  at  noon.  The  schooner  showed  no  flag  and  could 
have  easily  escaped  by  keeping  on  the  first  tack  and  running  under  the 
battery  on  East  Point.  At  night  steamer  Colonel  Stell  went  out  on  the 
lookout  station  with  a  detachment  of  25  soldiers  on  board,  from 
Lieutenant-Colonel  [Josiah  C.]  Massie’s  regiment. 

November  11. — Steamer  Stell  took  fuel  and  water  to  steamer  Rusk. 
Turned  the  Royal  Yatch  over  to  Th.  Chubb.  At  5  p.  m.  took  on  board 
two  companies  of  volunteers  and  landed  one  on  the  Pelican  Spit,  the 
other  one  on  the  steamer  General  Rusk.  At  midnight  steamer  Colonel 
Stell  left  the  wharf  and  went  on  the  lookout  station  without  anybody 
but  the  crew  and  officers  belonging  to  her  on  board.  Commander 
Hunter  gave  a  written  order  for  the  delivery  of  the  Royal  Yatch. 

November  12. — Captain  Menard,  commanding  a  cavalry  company  on 
Bolivar  Point,  reported  having  seen  the  boats  of  the  frigate  taking 
soundings  along  the  coast.  A  small  boat  belonging  to  the  schooner 
Royal  Yacht  was  picked  up  at  Bolivar  by  Captain  McMannus 
[McMahan?].  The  guard  on  the  schooner  Royal  Yacht  left  the 
schooner.  Steamer  Stell  could  not  obtain  a  detachment  of  soldiers  on 
account  of  some  of  the  officers  having  misunderstood  their  orders,  and 
therefore  had  to  go  on  the  lookout  station,  as  on  the  previous  night, 
with  only  her  officers  and  crew  on  board.  A  thick  fog  prevailed  dur¬ 
ing  the  night. 

November  13. — At  night  the  steamer  Stell  took  her  station  between 
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Bolivar  and  Fort  Point.  Twenty-five  men  of  Captain  Stovall’s  com¬ 
pany  were  ordered  on  board  by  General  P.  O.  Hebert. 

November  1J — Steamer  General  Rusk  received  orders  and  anchored 
between  Fort  Point  and  the  Pelican  Spit.  The  following  day  and 
night  signals  were  adopted  by  the  commanding  officers  on  Bolivar 
Point,  Pelican  Spit,  and  Fort  Point,  and  approved  by  Commander 
Hunter.  Steamer  John  F.  Carr  towed  a  barge  loaded  with  lumber  to 
Bolivar  Point.  During  the  night  steamer  Stell  laid  on  the  lookout- 
station. 

November  15. — Midshipman  [W.]  N.  Shaw  arrived  from  the  schooner 
II.  Dodge ,  at  Galveston,  and  was  ordered  by  Commander  Hunter  to 
the  steamer  Colonel  Stell.  During  the  night  the  lookout  steamer  was 
on  her  station. 

November  16. — At  5:30  steamer  Carr,  with  Commander  Hunter  and 
Midshipman  Shaw  on  board,  left  the  wharf  and  proceeded  up  the  East 
Bay  toward  Rollover,  the  narrowest  point  on  Bolivar.  At  7:30  a.  m. 
the  steamer  had  to  anchor  on  account  of  a  dense  fog.  At  5:30  p.  m. 
arrived  at  about  2£  miles  from  Rollover,  finding  2i  feet  water  and 
mud  banks  across  the  bay.  The  bay  is  full  of  shoals  and  reefs,  and  only 
well-acquainted  pilots  can  navigate  her  with  light-draft  vessels. 

November  17. — Returning  to  the  city  the  steamer  stuck  again  on 
Hanna’s  Reef,  and  Commander  Hunter  left  and  returned  in  the  yacht 
Fanny  Morgan.  The  steamer  got  off  at  high  water  and  arrived  at  her 
wharf  at  8:30  p.  m.  At  10  p.  m.  steamer  Colonel  Stell  went  out  to 
cruise  in  the  channel. 

November  18. — At  11  a.  m.  left  the  wharf  and  took  from  the  Pelican 
Spit  two  companies  of  soldiers  to  the  city  on  account  of  a  grand 
parade.  At  5  p.  m.  returned  the  soldiers  to  the  spit.  At  11  p.  m. 
steamer  Stell  left  the  wharf  to  cruise  in  the  channel  between  Bolivar 
Point  and  Fort  Point. 

November  19. — The  schooner  Royal  Yacht  having  been  turned  over 
to  Th.  Chubb,  son  of  Captain  C.  Chubb,  and  part  owner  of  the  vessel, 
on  Monday,  11th,  was  towed  to  Buffalo  Bayou  to-day  by  the  steamer 
Neptune.  At  9:30  steamer  Colonel  Stell  went  out  into  the  channel. 

November  22. — At  11a.  m.  a  stormy  norther  commenced  to  blow 
and  the  sea  in  the  bay  rose  in  a  few  hours  to  an  unusual  height.  The 
steamer  Stell  had  to  remain  alongside  the  wharf. 

November  23. — The  weather  moderated  at  daylight  and  the  day  was 
fair  and  pleasant.  Steamer  John  F.  Carr  made  her  regular  trip  to 
Pelican  Spit  and  Bolivar  Point,  and  at  10  p.  m.  steamer  Stell  went  out 
in  the  channel. 

November  2j, — At  9  p.  m.  steamer  Stell  went  on  the  lookout  station. 

November'  25. — At  1  p.  m.  steamer  Stell ,  with  25  soldiers,  belonging 
to  [E.  B.]  Nichols’  regiment,  left  wharf  and  went  out  in  the  channel 
on  the  lookout  station. 

November  26. — Steamer  John  F.  Carr  left  her  wharf  and  made  her 
regular  trip  to  Pelican  Spit  and  Bolivar  Point,  it  having  been  arranged 
by  Commander  Hunter  and  the  commanding  general,  P.  O.  Hebert,  to 
let  one  of  the  chartered  steamers  run  three  times  a  week. 

November  27 . — The  Fanny  Morgan  left  her  moorings  to  go  up  to 
Chocolate  Bayou.  Mr.  Beazley,  in  charge  of  the  boat,  received  orders 
to  take  soundings  in  the  West  Bay  from  the  railroad  bridge  to  Pass 
San  Luis,  and  to  stake  off  the  deepest  channel  between  the  oyster  reef 
below  Deer  Island. 
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November  28. — At  2:30  p.  m.  sloop  Fanny  Morgan  returned.  Steer¬ 
ing  a  S.  W.  by  S.  course  from  the  railroad  bridge,  4£  and  5  feet  of 
water  are  found  in  the  bay  as  far  as  San  Luis  Pass  and  on  the  N.  W. 
point,  Alligator  Head.  From  here  to  the  entrance  of  Chocolate  Bay 
and  afterwards  Bayou  only  2  feet  and  2^  feet  of  water  are  found,  and 
the  bayou  is  full  of  shell  banks  and  lumps  with  only  18  to  24  inches 
on  them.  The  deepest  water  is  found  by  steering  from  Alligator  Head 
N.  W.  per  compass  24  miles;  from  here  the  navigation  is  very  crooked 
and  marked  by  stakes.  The  stakes  have  to  be  left  on  the  port  side 
going  up,  or  S.  W.  side  speaking  of  their  bearing.  From  the  last  stake 
the  course  is  W.  N.  W.  per  compass,  to  the  mouth  of  the  bayou.  For 
vessels  or  steamers  drawing  over  2£  feet  of  water  it  would  be  danger¬ 
ous  to  attempt  to  go  up  the  bayou.  At  4  p.  m.  steamer  General  Rusk 
weighed  anchor  and  anchored  at  two  cable  lengths  from  the  bark  Nue¬ 
ces.  Steamer  Colonel  Stell  left  the  wharf  at  11  p.  m.,  the  delay  being 
caused  by  the  nonappearance  of  the  guard. 

November  29. — Captain  L.  Smith,  commanding  steamer  General 
Rusk ,  received  orders  to  strip  the  bark  Nueces.  The  Bayou  City 
towed  her  alongside  the  wharf.  At  2  p.  m.  steamer  Neptune  arrived, 
chartered  by  Commander  Hunter  for  the  service  of  the  Confederate 
States.  Captain  Ch.  Fowler  took  charge  of  her.  At  8  p.  m.  Captain 
J.  Rigley’s  company  reported  for  night  service  on  board  the  steamer 
Nejptune.  A  high  and  turbulent  sea  and  a  strong  norther  prevented 
the  steamer  from  leaving  the  wharf  till  late. 

November  30. — Steamer  Carr  left  the  wharf  at  9  a.  m.  with  all  the 
sick  soldiers  on  board,  having  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Houston. 
At  10  a.  m  steamer  Stell  left  and  went  to  Bolivar  Point  and  Pelican 
Spit.  At  10:30  steamer  Mary  Hill ,  commanded  by  Captain  Lawless, 
arrived,  chartered  by  Commander  Hunter  for  the  service  of  the  Con¬ 
federate  States.  At  2:30  p.  m.  steamer  Mary  Hill  left  the  wharf  and 
proceeded  to  Bolivar  Point  and  took  Captain  Menard’s  cavalry  com¬ 
pany  on  board.  Some  of  the  tents  and  a  few  horses  were  left,  and  the 
steamer  started  at  7  p.  m.  from  Bolivar  Point  for  San  Jacinto,  where 
the  company  was  ordered  to  camp.  Steamer  Neptune  left  the  wharf 
at  9  p.  m.  and  went  out  in  the  channel  with  a  company  of  soldiers  on 
board.  At  2  a.  m.  the  steamer  got  aground  on  Fort  Point,  on  account 
of  a  strong  ebb  tide  setting  into  the  bights  of  the  bay  and  the  weather 
being  thick  and  foggy. 

December  1. — At  daylight  calm.  At  2  p.  m.  steamer  Colonel  Stell 
went  to  Bolivar  Point  and  took  the  remainder  of  Captain  Menard’s 
company,  horses,  and  tents  off  the  point.  Returning  to  the  city  she 
landed  at  Pelican  Spit  and  took  a  company  of  German  volunteers, 
belonging  to  Major  [Theodore]  Oswald’s  battalion,  to  the  city,  by 
order  of  the  commanding  general,  P.  O.  Hubert.  Arrived  at  her  wharf 
at  7:30  p.  m.  Steamer  Neptune  went  out  in  the  channel  at  8:30  p.  m. 

December  2. — At  9  a.  m.  steamer  Carr  returned  from  Houston,  hav¬ 
ing  on  board  the  greater  number  of  the  sick.  The  Carr  on  hex- 
arrival  at  Houston  found  a  telegraph  dispatch  to  return  a  certain 
number  of  sick.  At  11  a.  m.  steamer  Mary  Hill  returned  from  hex- 
trip  to  San  Jacinto.  The  bark  Nueces  being  now  stripped  and  her 
lower  masts  cut  away,  commenced  to  put  ballast  into  her.  At  8  p.  m. 
steamer  Neptune  left  the  wharf  and  went  out  into  the  channel. 

December  5.- — At  6  a.  m.  the  steamer  Bayou  City  towed  the  bark 
Nueces  into  the  channel  between  Hitchcock’s  Shoal  and  the  East  Point, 
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anchored  her  in  the  midchannel.  On  account  of  the  strong  ebb  tide 
it  was  found  impossible  to  place  the  vessel  in  the  proper  position  to 
obstruct  the  channel,  and  the  steamer  returned  to  the  city.  At  1 
p.  m.,  two  hours  before  the  setting  in  of  the  hood  tide,  the  Bayou  City 
steamed  alongside  the  bark  again  and  commenced  heaving  in  the  stern 
chain.  At  3:30  the  bark  was  properly  moored  head  and  stern,  and 
Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  gave  the  order  to  open  the  side  ports 
and  let  the  water  in.  The  vessel  settled  down  slowly  and  sunk  at  5:25 
p.  m.  She  lay  now  in  5^  fathoms  water,  exactly  in  the  middle  of  the 
channel  between  Hitchcock’s  Shoal  and  the  East  Point,  and  in  a  line 
between  Bolivar  Point  light-house  and  the  market- house  steeple. 
Steamer  Colonel  Stell  went  to  Houston  with  stores  and  goods  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Government.  Steamer  John  F.  Carr  made  her  regular 
trip  to  Pelican  Spit  and  returned  to  the  city  at  4  p.  m.  While  engaged 
with  sinking  the  bark  Nueces ,  observed  a  bark  steering  to  the  west¬ 
ward,  one  schooner  cruising  and  one  schooner  at  anchor.  Steamer 
Neptune  went  out  in  the  channel  at  8  p.  m. 

December  6. — Steamer  John  F.  Carr  commenced  taking  in  freight 
for  Houston  for  the  C.  S.  Government.  Steamer  Bayou  City  took  on 
board  rigging,  spars,  and  blocks  from  the  bark  Nueces ,  sunk  in  the 
channel;  said  rigging,  etc. ,  to  be  stored  for  the  Government  at  Lynch¬ 
burg.  Steamer  Mary  Hill  was  ordered  by  the  commanding  general, 
P.  O.  Hebert,  to  proceed  to  Pelican  Spit  and  there  to  report  to  the 
commanding  officer.  Left  the  wharf  at  7  p.  m.  An  official  report 
reached  the  city  that  a  bark,  crowded  with  soldiers,  was  seen  off  Pass 
San  Luis  at  the  west  end  of  Galveston  Island,  and  also  a  steam  frigate, 
name  unknown,  anchored  12  miles  below  Galveston.  Steamer  Nep¬ 
tune  at  9  p.  m.  went  into  the  channel. 

December  7. — At  6  a.  m.  the  Bayou  City  left  the  wharf  with  a  com¬ 
pany  of  soldiers  belonging  to  Major  Oswald’s  battalion  on  board. 
Took  a  barge  alongside  and  the  General  Rusk  in  tow.  The  General 
Rusk's  draft  aft  was  5  feet  7  inches  and  the  greatest  care  had  to  be 
taken  to  keep  her  in  the  deepest  channel.  The  soundings  to  lied  Fish 
Bar  canal  decrease  very  regularly  from  10  feet  to  6i  feet.  At  9  a.  m. 
entered  the  canal;  the  canal  runs  in  a  course  from  N.  W.  by  W.  to 
N.  W.  by  N.  and  is  very  narrow.  In  this  canal,  and  between  it  and 
Clopper’s  Bar,  the  General  Rusk  grounded  several  times,  but  backed  off, 
assisted  by  the  Bayou  City ,  without  much  loss  of  time.  At  meridian 
entered  Clopper’s  Bar  canal.  The  canal  runs  in  a  straight  line 
W.  S.  W.  and  E.  N.  E.  Leaving  the  Rusk  to  back  through  by  her¬ 
self,  the  Bayou  City  took  the  schooner  II.  Dodge  in  tow  and  proceeded 
with  her  up  to  Buffalo  Bayou  and  San  Jacinto  Biver,  dropping  and 
anchoring  her  at  Lynchburg.  The  Bayou  City  returned  to  the  ship¬ 
yard  at  the  other  side  of  the  river  and  landed  Major  Oswald’s  com¬ 
pany  at  7  p.  m.  In  the  meantime  the  General  Rusk  came  up  and  was 
ordered  by  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  the 
schooner  II.  Dodge's  anchorage  and  there  to  anchor.  Taking  40  men 
of  Captain  Menard’s  company  and  some  20  men  belonging  to  the 
steamer  Rusk ,  5  of  the  schooner  II.  Dodge  on  board,  the  Bayou  City 
steamed  7  miles  up  river  and  took  25  cords  of  firewood  on  board; 
returned  to  the  shipyard  opposite  Lynchburg  and  turned  over  to 
Major  Oswald,  by  order  of  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  one  32- 
pounder  field  howitzer,  36  rounds  of  shell,  and  28  rounds  of  canister 
foi  said  howitzei ,  with  caissons,  ammunition  boxes,  and  all  append- 
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ages  belonging  to  the  gun  and  carriages;  took  in  75  barrels  of  coal 
and  left  the  shipyard  at  12:25  a.  m. ,  Sunday,  December  8. 

December  8. — At  2  a.  m.  anchored  off  Morgan’s  Point  and  waited 
there  till  4:30;  hove  up  anchor  and  proceeded  to  Galveston,  where  we 
arrived  at  9  a.  m.  At  10  a.  m.  steamer  Mary  Hill  went  to  Pelican 
Spit;  left  at  2  p.  m.,  having  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Virginia 
Point  with  a  number  of  spades,  wheelbarrows,  etc. ;  returned  at  7  p.  m. 
to  the  spit  to  remain  there  at  the  disposal  of  the  commanding  officer. 
At  7:30  p.  m.  steamer  J.  F.  Carr  returned  from  Houston.  At  8:30 
p.  m.  steamer  Neptune  left  the  wharf  and  went  out  in  the  channel  on 
the  lookout  station.  Signal  was  made  on  the  lookout  for  a  war  steamer 
approaching  and  anchoring. 

December) ■  9. — At  1  a.  m.  Commander  Hunter  was  called  to  the  com¬ 
manding  officer’s  quarters  to  receive  a  communication.  Signals  were 
seen  on  the  island  and  the  person  who  had  made  the  signals  by  firing- 
rockets  was  arrested.  Steamer  Stell  is  reported  to  be  aground  on 
Clopper’s  Bar.  At  9  p.  m.  steamer  Neptune  left  the  wharf  and  went 
into  the  channel. 

December  10. — Steamer  Mary  Hill  returned  from  Pelican  Spit,  took 
in  wood,  and  went  back  again  at  2:30  p.  m.  At  7:30  steamer  J.  F. 
CaiT  went  to  San  Jacinto  to  take  Captain  Menard’s  cavalry  company 
back  to  Galveston.  At  8: 30  steamer  Neptune  went  out  on  the  lookout 
station. 

December  11. — At  1  a.  m.  steamer  Colonel  Stell  returned.  At  3:20 
p.  m.  steamer  J.  F.  Cam'  returned  from  San  Jacinto  with  Captain 
Menard’s  cavalry  company  on  board.  Steamer  Neptune  left  and  went 
on  the  lookout  station  after  midnight. 

December)'  1 2. — At  8  a.  m.  steamer  Mary  Hill  arrived  at  the  city 
from  Pelican  Spit  with  Captain  [Sidney  T.J  Fontaine’s  company  on 
board;  landed  the  company  at  Fort  Point  and  returned.  At  6  p.  m. 
left  again  with  Captain  [A.  S.]  Labuzan’s  company  on  board,  and 
returned  to  Pelican  Spit,  where  Captain  Labuzan  was  ordered  in  place 
of  Captain  Fontaine.  Steamer  Neptune  went  on  the  lookout  station. 
Loaned  Captain  L.  Smith,  commanding  steamer  General  Rush ,  a  six- 
shooter  (Colt’s  dragoon  pistol),  the  one  left  by  the  enemy  on  board  the 
schooner  Royal  Yacht. 

December  13. — Steamer  Mary  Hill  came  over  from  Pelican  Spit  to 
the  city;  returned  at  6  p.  m.  Steamer  Neptune  went  out  into  the 
channel  at  8:30  p.  m. 

December  Ilf.. — At  10  a.  m.  the  dispatch  boat  Fanny  Morgan  went  up 
the  bay  to  Morgan’s  Point,  to  be  hauled  out  of  the  water  and  cleaned. 
By  order  of  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  the  Neptune  having 
taken  the  place  of  the  schooner  Royal  Yacht ,  will  hoist  and  make  the 
signals  formerly  adopted  for  the  Royal  Yacht ,  viz,  one  red  light  over 
a  green  light — Beware,  lookout!  Two  rockets  at  an  interval  of  two 
minutes— enemy  are  dispatching  boats  toward  shore.  Steamer  Nep¬ 
tune  left  the  wharf  at  8:30  and  went  out  into  the  channel. 
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Dai  Ching,  U.  S.  S.  Loss  of,  in  Combahee  River,  South'  Carolina, 

January  26,  1865  .  195-197 
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Balch,  George  B. — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

North  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in  vicinity  of -  206,  213 

Togodo  Creek,  South  Carolina.  Engagement  with  Confederate  bat¬ 
teries  on,  February  9,  1865 .  225 

Balch,  George  V.  Mentioned . .  . . .  226 

Baldwin,  Augustus  S.  Mentioned .  565,648 

Baldwin,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  Ill 

Baldwin,  T.  E.  Report  of  survey  of  steamer  Amazon . . .  285 

Balize,  Mississippi  River.  Proposed  attack  upon  blockading  fleet  at.  See 
Mississippi  River.  Proposed  attack ,  etc. 

Ball,  William  H. 

Mentioned .  561,  667 

Report  of  movements  of  U.  S.  ship  Marion .  655 

Baltic,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  820,828,829 

Bamberg,  American  ship.  Mentioned .  526,564,573,822,823 

Barataria  Bay,  Ea. ,  blockade  of,  order  of  William  Mervine . . .  665 

Barbot,  Alphonse.  Mentioned. .  460 

Barby,  M.  Mentioned . 246 

Barclay,  A.  A.  E.  W.  Mentioned .  461 

Barclay,  William  H.  Mentioned .  297,298 

Barnard,  Schooner.  Mentioned . .  708,  718,  750 

Barnard,  Edward.  Certificate  of  clearance,  cargo,  destinations,  etc.,  of  ves¬ 
sels  at  Apalachicola,  Fla .  856 

Barnard,  John  G. 

Mentioned . .  157,  364 

Report  of  measures  for  blockading  coast  bordering  on  Gulf  of  Mexico. .  618-630, 

651-655, 680, 681 

Barnes,  Isaac.  Mentioned .  179 

Baron  De  Kalb,*  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  432 

Barrancas,  Fort.  See  Fort  Barrancas. 

Barrett,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.A .  287 

Elliott,  Fred . 255 

Mentioned. .  30, 170, 172,  211,  245,  253-255,  281, 293,  304,  317,  327,  332,  341,  345,  370 
Reports  of. 

Celt,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  February  18,  1865 .  256 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Hoisting  of  flag  over  wrecks  in  harbor  of .  257 

Deer,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  February  18,  1865 .  254 

Barron,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter . 832 

Mentioned .  267 

Barrow,  Michael.  Mentioned .  180 

Barrow,  Robert  J.  Mentioned .  821 

Barrymore,  William. 

Mentioned .  281,292,303,317 

Report  of  capture  of  steamer  Julia,  December  23,  1864  .  143 

Barslow,  William.  Mentioned .  817 

Barstow,  Robert.  Mentioned .  530 

Barton,  C.  Mentioned .  HO 

Bashford,  Andrew  P.  Mentioned .  176, 179 

Basilde,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  June  23,  1861 .  560 


*  Formerly  the  St.  Louis. 
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Bates,  Robert  C.  Mentioned .  97;  102 

Battery  Beaulieu,  S.  C. 

Occupation  of,  by  United  States  forces . . .  137, 148 

Orders  of  John  A.  Dahlgren  for  destruction  of .  167,  298 

Battery  Bienvenue,  La.  Armament  of . . .  763 

Battery  Marshall,  S.  C.  Casualties  on  U.  S.  S.  Pontiac,  resulting  from  ex¬ 
plosion  of  shell  fired  from .  46,  50-53 

Battery  Pringle,  S.  C.  Engagement  withU.  S.  S.  Commodore  McDonough, 

January  28,  1865  .  204 

Battery  Rosedew,  S.  C. 

Occupation  of,  by  United  States  forces .  137 

Order  of  John  A.  Dahlgren  for  destruction  of .  298 

Battery  "White,  S.  C. 

Destruction  of  U.  S.  S.  Harvestmoon  off.  See  Ilarvestmoon  U.  S.  S. 

Evacuation  of,  by  Confederates.  Report  of  J.  Blakely  Creighton .  268 

Battery  White  and  Georgetown,  S.  C.  Occupation  of,  by  United  States 
forces  February  25,  1865. 

Extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  278 

Order  of  John  A.  Dahlgren . . .  278 

Regulations  issued  by  John  A.  Dahlgren  to  citizens  of  Georgetown .  274 

Reports  of 

Dahlgren,  John  A .  272-274,  277,  380 

Creighton,  J.  Blakely .  276 

Matthews,  E.  Orville .  278 

Noyes,  Allen  K .  276 

Stellwagen,  H.  S .  275 

Surrender  of,  by  intendant  and  wardens .  275 

Batty,  William.  See  William  Batty,  Sloop. 

Baxter,  Rodney.  Mentioned .  577,  588,  597,  608 

Baylor,  Thomas  G.  Mentioned .  210 

Bayou  City,  C.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  September  26-December  14,  1861  .  859-869 

Charter  of .  841,  860 

Mentioned .  760,  853 

Bay  Point,  S.  C.  Assembling  of  naval  brigade  at,  for  expedition  to  Poco- 

taligo,  S.  C.  Orders  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  61-64 

Bazely,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . .  432 

Beard,  George  W.  Mentioned .  252 

Beatrice,  British  steamer.  Chasing  ashore  of,  off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  Novem¬ 
ber  27,  1864 .  112-114,354 

Beaufort,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  840 

Beaulieu,  Battery.  See  Battery  Beaulieu. 

Beauregard,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  474 

Beauregard,  Gustave  T. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  482, 499,  507 

Mentioned . 411-413, 415, 423,  424, 426, 482-484, 491, 508 

Beazley,  W.  H.  Mentioned .  865,  866 

Becker,  Arnold.  Mentioned .  427 

Becker,  George  A.  Mentioned .  179 

Beckwith  C.  Mentioned . 527 

Beebe,  Junius.  See  Junius  Beebe,  Confederate  steamer. 

Beecher,  Henry  Ward,  Rev.  Mentioned .  315,373 

Behndas,  I.  Mentioned .  575 
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Belknap,  George  E.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren .  182 

Mentioned . 211, 245, 254,281,  292,  303, 317,  327, 332,  345,  370 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Evacuation  of,  February  18,  1865 .  258 

Deer,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  February  18,  1865., .  253 

Bell,  Charles  H.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  342 

Bell,  E.  B.  Mentioned .  420,421,423 

Bell,  George.  Mentioned .  755 

Belle,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  July  20,  1861  .  591 

Belligerent  rights .  789 

Beltzhoover,  D.  Report  of  posts  and  troops  in  Department  No.  1,  C.  S.  A..  582 

Ben  Dunning,  Brig.  Mentioned .  601 

Bennett,  Mr.  Mentioned .  310 

Bennett,  Jeremiah  H. 

Mentioned .  244,  281,  292,  303 

Report  of  operations  in  vicinity  of  St.  Andrew’s  Sound,  Georgia .  218 

Bennett,  Sidney.  Mentioned .  812 

Bennett,  William  T.  Mentioned .  75 

Benson,  W.  P.  See  IF.  P.  Benson,  Schooner. 

Bermuda,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  28 

Berwick  Bay,  Louisiana. 

Blockade  of,  report  of  James  Alden . 597 

Confederate  troops  at .  583 

Operations  of  Confederates  in.  Report  of  Cicero  Price .  69 

Bibb,  U.  S.  coast-survey  steamer. 

Explosion  of  torpedo  under,  Charleston  Harbor,  March  17,  1865...  295,296,385 

Mentioned .  81, 146,  357,  364,  415,  417 

Bienvenue  Battery.  See  Battery  Bienvenue ,  Louisiana. 

Bienville,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  864 

Big  Ogeechee  River,  Georgia.  Operations  in.  Communications  from 

L.  McLaws .  455 

Biloxi,  Miss.  Confederate  troops  at .  582 

Binnex,  George.  Mentioned .  63 

Birch,  Edward.  Mentioned .  86,97 

Bissell,  Theodore.  Mentioned . 800 

Bissington,  William  H.  Mentioned .  179 

Black,  Alexander.  Mentioned . 180 

Black  River,  Georgia.  Operations  in.  Report,  of  George  U.  Morris .  288 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr.  Mentioned .  181,  219,  365, 367 

Blaisdell,  Lorenzo  C.  Mentioned .  180 

Blake,  Edward.  Mentioned .  179 

Blake,  Francis  B.  Mentioned .  523,  611,  670,  671, 673 

Blake,  George  S.  See  Naval  Academy,  Superintendent  of. 

Blake,  Henry  T.  Mentioned .  144 

Blake,  John.  Mentioned .  316j  372 

Blanchard,  Horatio  S.  Mentioned . 171 

212,  246,  282,  293,  304, 318,  328, 341,  345 

Blockade  of  Gulf  ports. 

Instructions  of  Navy- Department,  U.  S . ; .  529  802 

Reports  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont  et  al . 618-630,  651-655,  680’  681 

Blockade  runners. 

Capture  of.  See  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron;  captures  made  by. 

Also  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron;  captures  made  by. 
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Blockade  runners — Continued.  Page. 

Movements  of. 

Communications  from 

Dixon,  William . 458 

Great  Britain,  U.  S.  minister  to .  603 

Hamburg,  U.  S.  consul  at, .  587 

Havana,  U.  S.  consul-general  at . .  564 

Liverpool,  U.  S.  vice-consul  at .  604 

London,  U.  S.  consul  at .  568 

McKean,  W.  W .  818 

Minturn,  R.  B .  643 

Murrell,  Jos.  E .  843 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  18, 

526,  550,  564,  568, 587,  591,  603,  643,  737,  745,  747,  762 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  U.  S.  consul  at .  762 

Sanford,  Charles  W . 1 .  550 

State  Department,  U.  S .  746 

Talbot,  Marshall .  659 

War  Department,  C.  S .  820 

Report  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  147 

See  also  Apalachicola,  Fla.,  movements  of  blockade  runners  at;  Charleston, 

S.  C.,  blockade  of;  correspondence  regarding  the  yacht  Gypsy  and 
her  seizure  June  12,  1861,  pp.  822-825. 

Blunt,  G.  W.  See  G.  W.  Blunt,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Bogan,  Edward.  Mentioned .  179 

Boom,  Francis.  Mentioned .  662 

Boothby,  Mark.  Mentioned . ; -  594 

Boren,  C.  L.  Mentioned .  99 

Borton,  James  D.  Mentioned . - .  611,670,671 

Boughton,  Napoleon. 

Correspondence  with  Sydney  W.  Byram .  252 

Mentioned .  139, 170,  211,  245,  281, 292,  303,  317,  327,  332,  341,  345 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Removal  of  obstructions  from .  408 

Syren,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  February  18,  1865 .  252 

Boutelle,  Charles  O. 

Correspondence  with  W.  T.  Sherman .  146 

Mentioned .  5, 147,  296,  388,  389 

Report  of  explosion  of  torpedo  under  U.  S.  Coast-Survey  steamer  Bibb, 

March  17,  1865 .  295 

Bowdle,  William  J.  Mentioned .  77,80,105,110 

Bowen,  W.  L.  L.  Report  of  capture  of  sloops  William  Batty  and  Lyman 

Dudley .  845 

Bowers,  Mary.  See  Mary  Bowers,  Steamer. 

Bowers,  William  L. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  schooner  James  S.  Chambers .  155 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren .  86 

Mentioned .  17®>  2*  2^®>  269 

Boyd,  William.  Mentioned .  170,211,245,281,292,303,317,326,332,341 

Boyer,  Charles.  Mentioned . m 

Boynton,  Warren.  Mentioned .  97 

Bradbury,  Dr.  Mentioned .  728>  72^ 

Bradford,  Abby.  See  Abby  Bradford,  American  schooner. 
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Bradford,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  372 

Bradford,  Henry  F.  Mentioned .  189 

Bradford,  Joseph  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Boughton,  N .  408 

Fillebrown,  T.  Scott .  148 

Mentioned .  56,70, 

73,  74,  85,  87, 106, 141, 142, 172,  243,  290,  316,  348,  358,  369,  370,  413,  416,  418 

Bradley,  John.  Mentioned . •- .  180 

Brady,  James  J.  Mentioned .  179 

Bragg,  Braxton. 

Correspondence  with 

Cooper,  Samuel .  852 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  835 

War  Department,  C.  S .  786 

Mentioned .  787,  796,  800 

Reports  of. 

Fort  McRee,  Fla.  Combined  attack  upon,  November  22  and  23, 

1861  .  783-786 


Judah,  Confederate  privateer  schooner.  Destruction  of,  September 


14,  1861 .  675 

Pensacola,  Fla.  Operations  off .  852,  854 

Special  orders .  835 

Bramley  Moore,  British  ship.  Mentioned .  536,540 

Brandt,  Charles.  Mentioned .  86,  97 

Braziliera,  U.  S.  bark. 

Mentioned .  4, 17, 27, 38, 54, 126, 155, 170,  211,  245,  281,  291,  292,  303,  311 

Operations  in 

St.  Andrew’s  Sound,  Georgia .  218 

St.  Simon’s  Sound,  Georgia .  .  15,16 

Brazos  River,  Texas. 

Blockade  of.  Order  of  Henry  Eagle .  682 

Measures  suggested  for  the  capture  of  U.  S.  schooner  Sam.  Houston  in. 

Communications  from  C.  G.  Forshey .  842 

Breese,  James  B.  Mentioned .  272,275 

Breese,  K.  Randolph.  Mentioned .  364 

Breese,  S.  Livingston  (Lieutenant). 

Mentioned .  639,  644,  648,  665,  667 

Report  of  capture  of  sloop  Belle  off  Tampa,  Fla.,  July  15,  1861  .  591 

Breese,  Samuel  L.  (Captain).  Mentioned .  527 

Brent,  Daniel  G.  Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  509,  510 

Brent,  Thomas  W. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  463,466-469,471-473,491 

Instructions  regarding  disposition  of  vessels  on  evacuation  of  Savannah, 


Ga .  482 

Mentioned .  489, 490,  492-495,  499,  835 

Report  of  operations  in  vicinity  of  Savannah,  Ga. .  470,  472,  479, 483-485, 492, 497 

Bridewell,  Lemuel  O.  Mentioned .  492 

Brigham,  LeGrand  B.  Mentioned .  294 

Bright,  George  S.  Mentioned .  595 

Brilliante,  Mexican  schooner.  Capture  of,  June  23,  1861  .  560 

Brinkley,  Seth.  Mentioned .  180 

Brinton,  Americus.  Mentioned .  207 
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Britannia,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  365 

British  consul  at  Galveston,  Tex.  Mentioned .  749 

British  consul  at  Havana,  Cuba.  Mentioned .  573 

British  consul  at  Key  West,  Fla.  Mentioned. .  797 

British  consul  at  New  Orleans,  La.  Mentioned . .  528,  533,  617,  649,  688, 823,  824 
British  minister  to  the  United  States. 

Correspondence  with 

Robinson,  John  G .  823 

State  Department,  U.  S . . . . .  537,  797 

Mentioned .  536, 539, 540,  613, 659,  797,  798, 823 

British  ownership.  Transfer  of  American  vessels  to .  533, 534, 570,  649r818 

Broad  River,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in.  '  Communications  from  John 

P.  Hatch . 215 

See  also  Pocotaligo,  South  Carolina.  Operations  of  the  naval  brigade,  etc. 
Brockington,  Samuel  A. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  510 

Mentioned . . .  506,  514 

Brocolin,  Marion.  Mentioned . 548 

Brodhead,  Edgar. 

Mentioned . . .  125, 171,  212, 246,  282,  293 

Report  of  operations  in  vicinity  of  Dobov  Sound,  Georgia . .  220 

Brodie,  Sergeant.  Mentioned .  562 

Brooklyn,  U.  S.  S. 

Blockade  of  Mississippi  River . . .  528, 562,  602, 657-659 

Captures  made  by .  602,  823-825 

Mentioned .  184,  522, 523,  529,  548, 552, 555, 560, 567,  569, 592,  594, 

598,  614,  632,  640,  642,  648,  655,  656,  665,  667,  676,  747,  790,  810,  818,  829 

Orders  for  movements .  664, 819 

Broome,  John  L.  Mentioned .  528 

Broro  Neck,  Georgia.  Destruction  of  salt  works  on.  Report  of  R.  P.  Swann .  294 

Brown,  Mr.  Mentioned . . 643 

Brown,  Charles.  Mentioned .  194 

Brown,  Francis.  Mentioned .  755 

Brown,  George.  Mentioned .  537,  539, 573 

Brown,  George  M.  Mentioned .  641 

Brown,  George  W.  Mentioned . 282,293,304 

Brown,  Harvey. 

Correspondence  with  William  W.  McKean .  550-555, 

702,  735,  736,  766,  768,  779,  780,  796,  800,  801,  819 

Mentioned . . .  526, 551, 573, 574, 

589,  593, 594,  648,  664,  667,  685,  692,  694,  700,  707,  775,  777,  804,  813,  854 
Reports  of. 

Fort  McRee,  Fla.  Combined  attack  upon,  November  22  and  23, 1861 .  781 

Judah,  Confederate  privateer  schooner.  Destruction  of,  September 

14,  1861 . 673 

Brown,  Isaac  N.  Mentioned . 418,459,460,782 

Brown,  James  (Boatswain). 

Mentioned .  226 

Report  of  injuries  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee  in  action  with  Confederate 

batteries  on  Togodo  Creek,  South  Carolina,  February  9, 1865  ..  227 

Brown,  James  (Seaman) .  Mentioned .  648 

Brown,  James  C.  Mentioned .  179 

Brown,  L.  F.  Mentioned .  52 
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Brown,  Nathan.  Mentioned . _ .  138 

Brown,  Philip  P. ,  jr.  Mentioned .  278,283,371 

Brown,  Robert  K.  Mentioned . . .  179 

Brown,  Thomas.  Mentioned . 179 

Brown,  William.  Mentioned .  333 

Browne,  William  M.  See  Stale  Department,  C.  S. 

Browne,  William  R.  Mentioned . . .  767,768 

Brubaker,  J.  Mentioned . . „ .  102 

Brunaso,  John.  Mentioned . .  617 

Bryan,  E.  P. 

Correspondence  with  M.  M.  Gray .  423 

Mentioned .  .  413,  415,  420, 424-426, 428 

Bryant,  Nathaniel  C.  Mentioned- _ . . . . .  667,  698 

Bryant,  Seth  H. 

Mentioned .  193 

Report  of  capture  of  sloop  Coquette,  January  26,  1865 .  201 

Buchanan,  Hugh.  Statement  regarding  obstruction  in  Charleston  Harbor..  403 

Buck,  Mr.  Mentioned . . . . .  294 

Buckley,  Thomas  A.  Mentioned . . . .  99 

Buddendorff,  Mr.  Mentioned . 738 

Buel,  D.  H.  Report  of  defenses  of  Savannah,  Ga .  210 

Buffalo  Bayou,  Texas.  Defense  of.  Orders  and  instructions.  W.  W. 

Hunter .  853,858 

Bugg,  Billy.  Mentioned . 498 

Bullis,  William  H.  Mentioned . .  332,341,345 

Bull’s  Bay,  South  Carolina. 

Destruction  of  salt  works  in.  Report  of  William  Watson .  269 

Expedition  to,  February  12-17,  1865. 

Extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  367,  368 

Orders  and  instructions,  John  A.  Dahlgren .  237-239 

Reports  of 

Dahlgren,  John  A .  262 

Ridgely,  Daniel  B . . .  239,  241 

Stanly,  F . 239 

Bunting,  James  H.  Mentioned . . 433 

Burbeck,  William  P.  Mentioned . igO 

Burke,  James  H.  Mentioned .  479 

Burnham,  Albion.  Mentioned .  345 

Burris,  Mr.  Mentioned . 424 

Burritt,  S.  L.  Mentioned . 399 

Burrows,  William.  Statement  regarding  attack  upon  Federal  blockading 
squadron  by  C.  S.  vessels  at  Head  of  Passes,  Mississippi  River, 

October  12,  1861 .  749 

Bush,  R.  O. ,  et  al.  Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren . .  275- 

Burton,  GeorgeS.  Mentioned .  77  39 

Butler,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  462  753 

Byram,  Sidney  W.  Report  of  capture  of  steamer  Syren,  February  18,  1865.  252 

C.  P.  Knapp,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  August  8,  1861 . .  617 

Mentioned . 639,640,649 

C.  P.  Williams,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Mentioned . 3, 17,  27,  38, 48, 54, 125, 

154, 171,  207,  212,  242,  246,  251,  282,  293, 304,  318, 328, 333,  341,  342,  346 
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C.  P.  Williams,  U.  S.  schooner — Continued.  Page. 

Operations  in  Stono  River,  South  Carolina .  230-237 

Orders  for  movements .  128,  331 

Cable,  Charles  A.  Mentioned .  0  284 

Cables,  George.  Mentioned .  Ill 

Cain,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  180 

Caine,  Mr.  Mentioned .  297 

Cairo,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  432 

Caldwell,  Charles  H.  B.  Mentioned .  790 

Caldwell,  George.  Mentioned .  179 

Caloosahatchee  River,  Florida.  Letter  of  William  Id.  French  regarding 

schooner  in .  592 

Calhoun,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  726,  728,  820 

Calypso,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  323, 326, 332,  340,  345,  349, 351, 353, 374 

Movements  of .  320 

Orders  for  movements .  299 

Cambridge,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . . .  35,  245,  281,  292,  303,  317,  327,  332,  333,  342,  596,  633 

Nickels,  J.  F.,  appointed  to  command .  305 

Orders  for  movements . - .  19,  287 

Camelia,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 4, 17,  28,  35,  39, 55,  64,  96, 

97,  111,  126,  155,170,211,245,  281,  292,303,317,326,332,341,  345,  350 
Cameron,  Simon.  See  Secretary  of  War ,  l  .  S. 

Campbell,  John  A.  Mentioned .  342 

Canandaigua,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  3, 17, 28,  33, 35, 38, 54,  85, 

96,  99, 102, 125, 143, 154, 170,  211,  238,  245,  263,  281,  291,  292,  299,  311,  362 

Movements  of .  307 

Orders  for  movements . - .  36, 128 

Scott,  G.  FI.,  ordered  to  relieve  J.  F.  Green  of  command .  130 

Canonicus,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  183,  211,  245,  253,  254,  281,  286, 

292,  303,  317,  325,  327,  330,  332,  335,  337,  342,  345,  346,  350,  365,  446,  455 

Operations  against  defenses  of  Charleston,  S.  C . - .  258 

Orders  for  movements .  -^O 

Protection  of,  against  torpedoes .  182 

Carberry,  Charles.  Mentioned .  672 

Carl,  Ship.  Mentioned .  5^6 

Carlscrona,  Frigate.  Mentioned .  521 

Carlsen,  C.  F.  Mentioned . ^27 

Carnation,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  4, 1 7,  27,  38, 54,  71, 

126,154,170,211,223,245,281,292,303,317,326,  332,  341,  345,  350,  366 

Carner,  James.  Mentioned .  97 

Carnes,  William  W. 

Appointed  to  command  0.  S.  S.  Sampson .  466 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  476,495,500,505,506 

Mentioned .  ^88 

Relieved  of  command  of  C.  S.  S.  Sampson . - .  . 

Carney,  Benjamin  B.  Mentioned . 

Carr,  John  F.  See  John  F.  Carr,  Confederate  steamer. 

Carr,  Robert.  Mentioned . 

Carr,  S.  R.  Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren . -  ^  275 

Carter,  William.  Mentioned .  755-759 


595 

698 
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Carter,  Woodward.  Mentioned .  77,99-101 

Casey,  Silas,  jr.  Mentioned .  611,691 

Cassltndra,  Steamer.  Mentioned . .  140 

Cassell,  G.  W.  Mentioned .  246 

Catalpa,  IT.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  3, 17,  27,  38, 54,  71,  111,  125, 154, 170,  211, 

238,  239,  245,  275,  279,  281,  292,  300,  303,  317,  326,  332,  341,  345,  349,  351 

Noyes,  A.  K.,  appointed  to  command .  25 

Operations  at  Georgetown,  S.  C .  276 

Catskill,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  253-256 

Mentioned .  3, 13, 17,  27,  37,  38,  41,  54, 125, 153, 154, 170, 176,  211,  245,  257,  266, 

281,  293,  304,  315,  317,  325, 327,  330,  332,  341,  345,  349,  352,  383,  434,  455 

Orders  for  movements . 287 

Cavendy,  Edward.  Mentioned . 11, 170,  211, 245,  281,  292,  303,  317, 327, 332 

Cecilia,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  September  24,  1865  .  687 

Cecilia,  IT.  S.  schooner.  Captures  made  by .  688 

Cedar  Keys,  Fla.  Recapture  of  prize  vessels  off.  Reports  of 

Mervine,  William . 5gg 

Selden,  George  L .  506 

Celt,  British  steamer. 

Capture  of,  February  18,  1865 .  256  258  369 

Mentioned .  94g 

Center,  Sturgis. 

Mentioned .  170, 211,  245, 281 , 293,  304,  317, 327,  332,  341,  345 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Blockade  of .  94g 

Removal  of  obstructions  from  harbor  of .  407 

Challenger,  H.  B.  M.  ship.  Mentioned .  ”  686 

Chambers,  General  T.  J.  See  General  T.  J.  Chambers,  Schooner. 

Chambers,  James  S.  See  James  S.  Chambers,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Chambers,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  194 

Chambliss,  N.  It.  Mentioned .  499 

Champion,  John  C.  Mentioned. . r .  .  226 

Chandeleur  Island.  Operations  at.  Report  of  Melancton  Smith . _  670 

Chaplin,  James  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A .  41,103,134,156 

Walton,  Walter .  4gg  4gg 

Mentioned  .  118, 170, 190, 191, 196-200^  366 

Relieved  of  command  in  Stono  Inlet,  S.  C .  26 

Reports  of. 

Coquette,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  January  26,  1865  .  201 

Dai  Ching,  U.  S.  S.  Loss  of,  in  Combahee  River,  S.  C.,  January  26, 

1865 .  iqo-iqt; 

Chaplin,  W.  C.  Mentioned . . 

Charles  Henry,  Sloop. 

Capture  of,  August  7,  1861 . 

Mentioned . 7  7-  T'T.T  "  /  632  650 

Charles  Morgan,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  's20 

Charleston,  C.  S.  ironclad.  Mentioned. .  23,  297,  355,  372,  387,  389,  396, 415, 418, 459 
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Charleston,  S.  C.  Page. 

Arrival  at,  of  vessels  from  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron .  183 

Blockade  of. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bradford,  Jos.  M . 148 

Dahlgren,  John  A . . .  .  33, 44, 64, 123, 130, 262 

Green,  J.  F .  10,  33, 58, 114, 119, 132 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  217 

Reports  of 

Center  S  ...  .  246 

Green,’ J.  F.' . . - .  10,15,36,46,60,115 

Jones,  J.  E .  249 

Lee,  Charles  W . .  8 

Montell,  F.  M . . .  59 

Patterson,  T.  H .  8, 11, 59, 116, 117 

Ridgely,  Daniel  B .  216,218 

See  also  Battery  Marshall,  S.  C.  Casualties  on  U.  S.  S.  Pontiac,  etc. 

Capture  of  Federal  boats’  crews  off,  December  31,  1864.  Reports  of 

Dahlgren,  John  A .  138,139 

Rich,  A.  F .  439 

Ricker,  Charles  C .  139 

Captures  made  off .  29-32, 

37,  42, 112-114,  217,  246,  252-257,  271,  272,  290,  320,  322,  337 

Confederate  vessels  at .  459 

Correspondence  regarding  raising  sunken  property  in  harbor  of. 

Order  of  William  Radford .  352 

Proposition  of 

Gray,  M.  M .  355 

De  Krafft,  J.  C  P .  355 

Reports  of 

Churchill,  W.  L .  354 

Radford,  William .  354 

Defenses  of.  See  Charleston,  S.  C.  Reports  and  correspondence  relating  to 
obstructions  and  defenses  of  harbor  of. 

Destruction  of  U.  S.  S.  Patapsco  in  harbor  of.  See  Palapsco,  U.  S.  S. 

Draft  of  water  on  bar.  Report  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  5 

Escape  of  Union  prisoners  from.  Report  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  45 

Evacuation  of,  etc.,  February  18,  1865. 

Extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  370 

Reports  of 

Barrett,  . . 

Belknap,  G.  E .  ^58 


Examination  of  wrecks  of  blockade  runners  in  harbor  of.  Order  of 

John  A.  Dahlgren . -  48 

Explosion  of  torpedo  under  Coast-Survey  steamer  Bibb  in  harbor  of, 

March  17,  1861.  See  Bibb,  Coast-Survey  steamer. 

Memorials  of  Confederate  warfare  sent  to  Naval  Academy  from .  339 

Obstructions  in  harbor  of.  See  Charleston,  S.  C.  Reports  and  correspond¬ 
ence  relating  to  obstructions  and  defenses  of  harbor  of. 

Occupation  of,  by  United  States  forces,  February  18,  1865. 

Communications  from  John  A.  Dahlgren . -  2^° 

Extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  370,372 

Report  of  E.  Barrett .  Z0‘ 
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Charleston,  S.  C.—  Continued.  Page 

Operations  against  defenses  of. 

Communications  from 

Dahlgren,  John  A .  66, 152, 313 

Green,  J.  F .  66 

Schimmelfennig,  A .  3]  2 

Sherman,  W.  T .  -jgQ 

Extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  357-374 

Orders  and  instructions,  John  A.  Dahlgren _  48, 143, 153, 169, 188,  247,  248 

Reports  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  19-25,  49, 185, 429-455 

See  also  Bull's  Bay,  S.  C\;  Patapsco,  U.  S.  8.,  destruction  of,  etc.;  Stono 
River,  8.  C. 

Raising  of  United  States  flag  over  Fort  Sumter.  See  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C. 

Removal  of  French  subjects  from.  Communication  from  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment,  U.  S . j2 

Reports  and  correspondence  relating  to  obstructions  and  defenses  of. 

Extracts  from  a  journal  found  at  headquarters,  torpedo  department. 418-429 

Orders  and  instructions  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  6,  262 

Reports  of 

Boughton,  N .  408 

Center,  Sturgis .  407 

Chassaing,  B.  E .  ’  g-8 

Dahlgren,  John  A .  14, 19-25,  41, 159,  296,  374-376,' 380-403 

Dichman,  E.  J .  4gg 

Gifford,  John  L . 

Gray,  M.  M .  376  379 

Haffards,  William .  .  'J* 

. .  3<  b 


41 


Hanson,  C.  H .  407  408 

Mitchell,  Benjamin .  ’  o7n 

Tuttle,  Horace  P . 

Statement  of 

Buchanan,  Hugh .  4f)„ 

Flynn,  William .  4A9 

Gray>  M-M . !"!"! . 411-413 

Matthews,  E.  Orville .  4in  411 

Murray,  Michael .  .  ’  9 

Smith,  William . 409-411 

Thompson,  Robert . . .  ...  „„ 

Wood,  Francis .  416-418 

Sale  of  vessels  in  harbor  of,  recommended 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  Colored  citizens  of. 


343 


307 

346 

549 


Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahl¬ 
gren . 

Charlotte,  Schooner.  Capture  of . 

Charmer,  Coal  ship.  Mentioned . 

Charter  of  vessels  for  Confederate  States'  Government'.  '841  's44  M7 

Chassaing,  B.^E.  Report  of  examination  of  torpedo  boats  at  Charleston, 

Chauneey,  8"’ 245’  “> **  “•  3*.  ^ '»*  5 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 

Mentioned . 

Chenango,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by . 

Mentioned . 


544 

561 


. .  271,272 

262,  279,  281,  292,  303,  317,  327,  332,  333,  342,  344,  370 
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Chenango,  U.  S.  S.— Continued.  Page 

Movements  of .  269 

Operations  at  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  and  vicinity .  288 

Orders  for  movements .  217,  270, 271 

Chene,  Fort.  See  Fort  Chene. 

Chesterfield,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  411 

Chew,  Horace.  Mentioned .  86, 96 

Chicora,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  23,  355,  372,  387, 459,  463, 464 

Chicora,*  Steamer.  Mentioned .  64 

Chippewa,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . .  4, 1 8, 28,  39, 55, 337 

Christopher  W.  Mentioned .  277 

Chubb,  C.  Mentioned .  859,  862,  866 

Chubb,  Thomas. 

Charter  of  schooner  Royal  Yacht  by,  to  Confederate  States  Government. .  844 

Mentioned .  756,  759,  760,  761, 865,  866 

Churchill,  William  L. 

Mentioned .  48, 170,  211,  245,  281,  293,  304,  317,  327,  332,  336,  341,  345,  388 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Raising  sunken  property  in  harbor  of .  354 

Savannah,  Ga.  Operations  in  vicinity  of .  289 

Chuston,  William.  Mentioned .  201 

Chuverton,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  216,  223 

Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  governor  of.  Mentioned .  600,  601 

Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  XJ.  S.  commercial  agent  at.  Mentioned .  579 

Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  U.  S.  consular  agent  at.  Mentioned .  579, 599, 600 

Cimarron,  U.  S.  S. 

Johnson,  A.  W.,  relieved  of  command .  117 

Mentioned .  3,  7, 17,  28,  35,  38,  48,  54,  64, 65,  86,  97, 99, 126, 150, 155, 

170,  180,  197,  211,  245,  281,  292,  317,  326,  330,  332,  340,  345, 349,  352,  373 

Operations  in  Cooper  River,  South  Carolina . . .  302,  303 

Orders  for  movements .  29,  306,  316 

Thompson,  Egbert,  appointed  to  command .  150 

Clancy,  Philip.  Mentioned .  85, 96, 102 

Clara,  Belgian  bark.  Mentioned .  659,  747 

Clark,  Charles.  Mentioned .  498 

Clark,  G.  J.  Mentioned .  498 

Clark,  N.  Beach.  Mentioned .  545 

Clark,  Robert 

Mentioned .  671,672 

Report  of  T.  Bailey,  recommending  promotion  lor .  675 

Clark,  William  It.  Mentioned .  535,602 

Clay,  Clement  C. ,  jr.  Mentioned .  333, 334 

Clayton,  William  F.  Mentioned .  511,512 

Clemens,  Sailing  master.  Mentioned .  823 

Clover,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  192,  200,  202 

Mentioned .  3, 17,  27,  38, 54, 126, 155, 170, 191-194, 196, 211, 232,  238, 

245,  279,  281,  283,  284,  292,  303,  317,  326,  332,  341,  344,  345,  349,  351,  384 

Removal  of  obstructions,  Charleston  Harbor .  379 

Clyde,  William  P.  See  William  P.  Clyde,  Steamer. 

Coal,  Supplies  of .  522,  523, 545, 561 , 562,  574,  596, 598, 632,  633,  657,  707,  751 

Cobb,  Howell.  Mentioned .  505 

Coburn,  Sevillan.  Mentioned  .  672 


*  Alias  Let  Her  Be. 
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Cogley,  J.  Mentioned .  77,  80,  99 

Cogley,  William.  Mentioned .  99 

Coit,  James  F.  Mentioned .  762,767 

Coit,  Prince.  Mentioned .  36 

Collins,  F.  Mentioned .  427 

Collins,  John.  Mentioned .  170,  211,  240,  245, 281,  293,  304 

Collins,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  817 

Collins,  Peter.  Mentioned .  15,  16 

Colonel  Lamb,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  18 

Colonel  Stell,  Confederate  steamer. 

Charter  of .  860 

Mentioned .  863-869 

Orders  for  movements .  858 

Colorado,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  559,  754 

Destruction  of  Confederate  privateer  schooner  Judah  at  Pensacola  navy 
yard  by  boat  expedition  from,  September  14,  1861.  See  Judah, 
Confederate  privateer  schooner. 

Mentioned .  523,  545,  561, 

565,  579,  590,  594,  601,  609,  614,  637,  642,  644,  645,  655,  670,  672-676,  679, 
685,  686,  690,  701-703,  705,  718,  719,  722,  735,  736,  755,  765,  766,  769,  771 

Movements  of .  578 

Operations  at  Fort  Pickens,  Pensacola  Harbor,  Florida .  588, 

593,  598,  610,  612,  633,  638-640,  648,  662-664,  666,  694,  754 

Orders  for  movements .  519;  520,  522,  533 

Columbia,  C.  S.  ram.  Mentioned .  23 

Columbia,* *  Prize  steamer. 

Arrival  of,  at  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia .  338 

Description  of .  335  372 

Drawings  of .  400’  401 

Hayward,  George  W.,  appointed  to  command .  320 

Mentioned .  286,  322,  332,  335,  337,  342,  343, 372, 373,  387-389 

Columbine,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  4,18,28,39,55  191 

Columbus,  Ga.  Confederate  vessel  at .  459 

Columbus,  Ga. ,  Mayor  of.  Mentioned .  459 

Colvocoresses,  George  M. 

Mentioned .  35, 186,  754 

Report  of  movements  of  U.  S.  ship  Supply .  801 

Combahee  River,  South  Carolina. 

Captures  made  in .  ”00-202 

Operations  in. 

Orders  and  instructions,  John  A.  Dahlgren .  .  215 

Reports  of. 

Sheffield,  E.  H .  224 

Stillwell,  James  _ _  2^3 

Winslow,  W„  H .  294 

See  also  Dai  Ching,  U.  S.  S.  Loss  of,  etc. 

Commodore  Jones,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  432 

Commodore  McDonough,  U.  S.  S. 

C  rosman,  A.  F.,  ordered  to  relieve  Egbert  Thompson  ot  command .  150 

Mentioned .  31" 

27,  38, 54, 61,  125,  154, 170, 190,  202,  207,  211,  242,  245,  247,  248,  251,  257’ 

_  261>  263>  273>  281>  293>  304,  318,  327,  332,  341,  345  349,  352,  353,  356,  368 


*  Formerly  (J.  S.  ram  Columbia. 
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Commodore  McDonough,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Operations  in 

Folly  River,  South  Carolina .  230-237 

Stono  River,  South  Carolina .  135,  204 

Thompson,  Egbert,  ordered  to  relieve  J,  C.  Chaplin  of  command .  26 

Como,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  767 

Comstock,  John  H.  Mentioned . . .  583 

Comstock,  William  V. 

Appointed  to  command  C.  S.  S.  Sampson . . .  510 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter . . .  505,506 

Mentioned .  487,503 

Reports  of. 

Augusta,  Ga.  Operations  in  vicinity  of .  497 

Savannah,  Ga.  Operations  in  vicinity  of .  480 

Cone,  Eugene.  Mentioned .  180 

Conemaugh,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  335,  337,  340,  345,  349,  351,  353 

Orders  for  movements .  328 

Congdon,  Joseph  W.  Mentioned .  268,  276,  284 

Congress,  C.  S.  An  act  to  provide  for  defense  of  the  Mississippi  River .  837 

Connecticut,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  574,  609,  666,  667, 677,  764,  788,  794,  796,  804 

Connell,  Michael  D.  Mentioned .  844 

Conner,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  52 

Conrad,  Charles  M.  Mentioned .  837 

Constance,  Steamer. 

Mentioned .  34,  37 

Sinking  of .  .  8, 9 

Constitution,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  790,  805,  814 

Contrabands.  Enlistment  of,  in  U.  S.  naval  service .  819 

Conway,  Edward.  Mentioned .  "55 

Conwayboro,  S.  C.  Expedition  to.  See  Waccammv  River,  South  Carolina. 
Operations  in. 

Cook,  John  V.  Mentioned .  169, 

211,  244,  281,  292,  303,  317,  326,  331,  340,  343 

Cook,  Joseph  J.  Mentioned .  849,  860,  864 

Cooper,  Samuel.  Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton . . 675,  783-786, 852,  854 

Twiggs,  D.E . - .  821 

Cooper,  Walter.  Mentioned .  348,411,413,414,416,418 

Cooper  River,  South  Carolina. 

Captures  made  in .  846 

Operations  in. 

Communication  from  A.  Schimmelfennig .  259 

Orders  and  instructions.  John  A.  Dahlgren .  270,  331 


Reports  of 

Dahlgren,  John  A . 

Fillebrown,  Thomas  Scott 

Hanson,  Charles  H . 

Montell,  F.  M . 

Newton,  Thomas . 

Thompson,  Egbert . 

Coquette,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  January  26,  1865 - 

Mentioned . -  ■ 


.  301 

.  271 

.  298 

259,  260,  302, 346 

.  297 

.  302 


...  192,200-202 
199,  344,  349,  352 
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Coquette,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  65 

Coralia,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  July  5,  1861 . . .  575-577 

Corbin,  Mr.  Mentioned .  118 

Cornucopia,  British  brig. 

Mentioned . .  762,  768,  802 

Seizure  of,  off  Mobile,  Ala.,  November  13,  1861  .  767,  772,  773,  814 

Corregan,  Bernard.  Mentioned .  180 

Corson,  Ellwood  M.  Mentioned .  77,80,105,110 

Cosmopolitan,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  333 

Cotton  traffic.  Correspondence  concerning .  218,244 

Courts  of  enquiry . .  178, 197-200,  284 

Couthouy,  Joseph  P.  Mentioned .  696 

Coveil,  Charles  H.  Mentioned . 611 

Cowens,  R.  C.  Mentioned .  698 

Cowing,  Seth  W.  Mentioned .  11] 

Cowley,  Charles.  Mentioned . 348 

Cox,  William  R.  Mentioned .  211, 244,  281,  292,  303,  317,  326,  331,  340,  345 

Coxetter,  Louis  M.  Mentioned .  514 

Crane,  Pilot.  Mentioned . 328 

Craven,  T.  Augustus. 

Notice  of  blockade,  Key  West,  Fla .  634 

Reports  of. 

Florida.  Coastwise  trade  of .  634 

President  Fillmore,  Sloop.  Detention  of .  558 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Search  for .  601 

Mentioned . .  530, 548,  549, 561, 569, 579,  599,  600,  644,  693 

Craven,  Thomas  T. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  819 

Mentioned . ‘ .  gig 

Creevey,  William  S.  Mentioned .  479 

Creighton,  J.  Blakeley. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren .  81  82  91  261 

Mentioned .  31, 63,  73, 103, 110, 170,  205,  211,  245, 275, 281,’  293 

Reports  of. 

Battery  White,  S.  C.  Evacuation  of,  by  Confederates .  268 

Battery  White  and  Georgetown,  S.  C.  Occupation  of,  by  United 

States  forces,  February  25,  1865  .  276 

Flora,  British  steamer,  destruction  of,  October  22,  1864  .  31 

Mingoe,  U.  S.  S.  Casualties  to,  in  a  gale  off  Charleston,  S.  C . .  34 

Waccamaw  River,  South  Carolina,  operations  in .  294 

Crinnian,  James  A.  Mentioned .  _  7 

Cronk,  S.  Mentioned .  49g 

Crosby,  John  K. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Harvest  Moon .  7 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren .  49  121 

Mentioned . . .  170,  211,  245, 281,  283,  293,  304^  317 

Report  of  movements  of  W.  T.  Sherman .  425 

Crosby,  Thomas  D.  Mentioned . : .  '  . .  144 

Crosman,  Alex.  F. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Commodore  McDonough .  150 

Mentioned .  "Zg  ^ 

80,  88,  90, 104,  105,  107, 109, 110, 170,  211, 231-233, 245, 281, 293,' 304, 313 
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Crosman,  Alex.  F. — Continued. 

Reports  of. 

Stono  and  Folly  rivers,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in,  February 


9-14,  1865 . .  233 

Stono  River,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in  vicinity  of .  204 

Crowley,  John.  Mentioned . . .  99 

Crusader,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by . . .  547-549,  558 

Mentioned .  522, 523, 530, 545, 569, 579, 589, 592,  594, 599, 615,  633, 649,  667 

Operations  at  Key  West,  Fla .  634 

Search  for  C.  S.  S.  Sumter .  590,  601 

Cuba,  Governor-General  of.  Mentioned .  600 

Cubitt,  Richard.  Mentioned .  622 

Cummings,  Andrew  B. 

Mentioned .  650,  725 

Report  of  conversation  with  senior  British  naval  officer  at  Port  Royal, 

Jamaica .  651 

Cummings,  James.  Mentioned .  817 

Cunningham,  Richard.  Mentioned .  179 

Curtis,  George  G.  Mentioned _  170,  211,  245,  281,  292,  303,  317,  326,  332,  340,  345 

Cushman,  Charles  H.  Mentioned  .  670 

Cuyler,  R.  R.  See  R.  R.  Cuyler,  U.  S.  S. 

Cyrene.  See  Syren,  Steamer. 

Daffodil,  U.  S.  S. 

Engagement  with  Confederate  batteries  on  Togodo  Creek,  February  9, 

1865 .  225-230 


Mentioned  .  4,  17,  25,  28,  39,  54,  69,  71,  73,  81,  82,  94, 108, 110, 112, 126, 155, 164, 170, 
195, 196,  206,  211-213,  245,  281,  292,  303,  317,  327,  332,  341,  345,  349,  351 

Orders  for  movements  . . . . .  203 

Dahl,  Gustavus.  Mentioned .  207 

Dahlgren,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Almy,  John  J .  197 

Ammen,  Daniel .  214 

Balch,  George  B .  36,  71, 128, 182, 195,  203, 206, 213,  225,  247 

Baldwin,  T.  E.,et  al .  285 

Barrett,  Edward .  254,  256,  257,  287 

Belknap,  George  E . .  182,  253, 258 

Bennett,  J.  H .  218 

Boughton,  Napoleon .  252 

Bou telle,  C.  0 .  295 

Bowers,  William  L .  86, 155 

Brodhead,  Edgar .  220 

Bryant,  S.  Herbert .  201 

Bush,  R.  0.,  et  al .  275 

Center,  Sturgis . 1 - 1 .  407 

Chaplin,  J.  C . .  41, 103, 134, 156, 192, 195,  201 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  Colored  citizens  of . 307 

Chassaing,  B.  E .  378 

Churchill,  W.  L .  289 

Creighton,  J.  B .  81,  82,  91,  261,  276 

Crosby,  John  K .  7, 19, 121, 125 

Crosman,  A.  F .  150,  204, 233 

Dana,  W.  H .  215 
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Dahlgren,  John  A. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Dichman,  E.  ,T . • .  406 

Emerson,  L.  G . 217 

Fillebrown,  T.  Scott .  124,129,270,271 

Fillebrown,  T.  Scott,  et  al. .  . .  256 

Foster,  J.  G .  10, 47,  61,  66,  68,  75, 103,  221 

Fox,  Gustavus  V . 340 

Frailey,  J.  M .  205,  287,  298 

Freeman,  S.  N .  165, 167 

Gifford,  John  L . 403-406 

Gillespie,  W.  T .  15 

Gillmore,  Q.  A .  242,  243,  260,  261,  301,  305,  316,  317,  319,  431,  453 

Gray,  M.  M . . . . .  376,  378,  379 

Green,  J.  F .  9, 12, 15,  30,  33,  36, 44, 46,  48,  60,  62-64, 112, 115, 123, 132 

Haffards,  William .  375 

Hamilton,  James  A .  322 

Hanson,  Charles  II .  2Q8,  407,  408 

Harrison,  N.  B .  35 

Hatch,  J.  P . .  108,  109,215 

Hayward,  George  W .  320 

Heath,  D.  P . H7 

Howard,  O.  O .  .  122  127  137 

Johnson,  A.  W .  64, 117, 203,  207^  233*  236 

Jones,  J.  E .  249 

Kempton,  Z . jg 

Leach,  F.  S .  200 

Lee,  David . . . . . .  . g3  95 7 

Lenthall,  John .  220 

Lewis,  R.  F.  R .  53 

Luce,  S.  B . . .  51, 168,  207, 222,  284, 321 

Madigan,  John .  42 

Mahan,  A.  T . . .  4g 

Matthews,  G.  Orville .  278 

Mitchell,  Benjamin . 379 

Monitors,  Commanding  officers  of .  159 

Mon  tell,  F.  M .  259,  260,  302, 346 

Morris,  G.  U .  970 

Naval  Academy,  Superintendent  of .  339 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  g  18 

49, 55, 57, 115, 148,  214,  244, 260,  262,  266,  267, 291,  295,  314,  323,’ 340 

Newton,  Thomas .  297 

Nickels,  J'F . 305 

Noyes,  Allen  K .  25  276 

O’Kane,  James .  979’ 306 

Ordnance,  Bureau  of,  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  ’  10 

Parker,  George  W . . .  232,  235  33] 

Paprott,  E.  G . . .  182  287 

Patterson,  T.  H .  3g 

Pennell,  I  A. .  118, 135, 136, 306 

Phmney,  Alvin .  ,,-0 

Pickering,  C.  W . . .  . 

Pope,  John . 34g 

Porter,  David  D . II ”1" " 'is4, 250 
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Dahlgren,  John  A. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Potter,  E.  E .  95 

Preble,  George  H .  45,  57, 61, 66, 69,  78,  84,  86,  88-95, 98, 104, 188, 212 

President,  U.  S . . .  127 

Quackenbush,  S.  P . .  143 

Reynolds,  William .  63, 134, 140, 168, 333,  337,  347 

Rhett,  Alfred . - .  508 

Rich,  A.  F - * . 139 

Richardson,  J.  R . 194 

Ridgely,  Daniel  B .  216, 218,  238,  239,  241 

Rolando,  Ii .  183 

Schimmelfennig,  A .  152,259,269,270,312,313 

Scott,  Gustavus  H .  130, 134, 188,  230, 247, 248 

Scott,  R.  W .  64, 148, 149, 164 

Semmes,  A.  A .  5,  231,  236,  248, 251 

Severance,  T.  C .  26 

Sherman,  W.  T .  129, 147, 162, 180, 187, 188,  203,  205,  215,  220,  324 

Stellwagen,  H.  S .  275, 278,  279,  299 

Stillwell,  James .  7,  43, 215, 223,  237, 309 

Stoddard,  George  G . •. . .  62 

Stone,  E.  E . . . . 29, 47 

Swann,  R.  P .  7,  37,  294 

Thompson,  Egbert .  26,  43, 135, 150, 180, 182, 197, 302, 306,  316, 329 

Tuttle,  Horace  P .  41 

Upham,  George  D .  324 

Watson,  William . 269 

Weaver,  A.  W . _ .  182 

West,  W.  H . 296 

White,  George  B . 197 

Williams,  E.  P .  262 

Williamson,  J.  C .  128,145,164,167 

Wiltse,  G.  C .  98 

Young,  Jonathan .  -  -  - .  130, 131 

Extracts  from  diary  of .  357-374 

General  orders .  109-111,  318, 325, 326,  330 

Mentioned .  6,19, 

26,  47,  75,  99, 119, 132, 133, 151,  156,  161,  202,  217,  239,  249,  284,  286,  290, 
299,  315, 328,  334,  338,  342,  347,  357,  432,  433, 437, 439, 440, 445, 451, 454 

Recommends  sale  of  vessels  in  Charleston  Harbor . 343 

Regulations  issued  by,  to  citizens  of  Georgetown,  S.  C .  274 

Relieved  of  command  of  South  Atlantic  Squadron .  343, 347-349,  374 

Reports  of. 

Altamaha  River,  Georgia.  Operations  in .  135 

Amazon,  Steamer.  Seizure  of,  March  2,  1865  .  284 

Battery  White  and  Georgetown,  S.  C.  Occupation  of,  by  United 

States  forces,  February  25,  1865 .  272-274, 277 

Beatrice,  British  steamer.  Chasing  ashore  and  destruction  of,  No¬ 
vember  27,  1864 . — .  113 

Blockade  runners.  Movements  of .  147 

Bull’s  Bay,  South  Carolina.  Expedition  to,  etc .  262 

Calypso,  U.  S.  S.  Arrival  of,  at  Charleston,  S.  C .  320 

Celt,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  February  18,  1865  .  256 

Charleston  Bar,  South  Carolina.  Draft  of  water  on .  5 


894 


INDEX. 


Dahlgren,  John  A. — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Arrival  at,  of  vessels  from  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. .  183 

Blockade  of .  50 

Escape  of  Union  prisoners  from .  45 

Evacuation  of,  February  18,  1865 .  249,250,262-266 

Obstructions  and  defenses  of  harbor  of . 14, 19-25, 


41, 159,  296,  374-376,  380-403 

Operations  against  defenses  of .  49, 185,  429-455 

Vessels  acquired  by  United  States  Navy  on  occupation  of .  320,  322 

Chenango,  U.  S.  S.  Arrival  of,  at  Charleston,  S.  C .  269 

Confidential  dispatch.  Receipt  of .  28 

Cooper  River,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in .  301 

Coquette,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  January  26,  165  .  202 

Dai  Ching,  U.  S.  S.  Loss  of,  in  Combahee  River,  South  Carolina,  Jan¬ 
uary  26, 1865 .  190, 194, 197 

Deer,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  February  18, 1865 .  253 

Elvira,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  February  25,  1865 .  271 

Farragut,  D.  G.  Delivery  of  confidential  order  to .  6 

Federal  boats’  crews.  Capture  of,  December  22  and  31,  1864 .  138, 139 

Fernandina,  Fla.  Raising  of  blockade  of .  146 

Flora,  British  steamer.  Destruction  of,  October  22,  1864 .  29 

Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C.  Destruction  of  sloop  near,  November  5,  1864. . .  42 

Georgetown,  S.  C.  Proposed  operations  against .  186 

Harvest  Moon,  U.  S.  S.  Destruction  of,  by  torpedo,  in  Winyah  Bay, 

South  Carolina,  March  1,  1865 . . .  282 

Ironclads,  C.  S.  Comparison  of . . .  336 

Ironclads,  Union.  Condition  of .  12 

Julia,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  December  23,  1864  .  143 

Lady  Davis,  Vessel.  Assignment  of,  to  Light-House  Board .  344 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  vessels  sent  to .  268 

North  Edisto  River.  Operations  in .  187 

Patapsco,  U.  S.  S.  Destruction  of,  by  torpedo,  in  Charleston  Harbor, 

January  15,  1865  .  171-175,178 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C.  Expedition  for  cutting  railroad  bridge  near,  Novem¬ 
ber  27-December  30,  1864 .  72-74,  82-84  96 

Pontiac,  U.  S.  S.  Casualties  on,  resulting  from  explosion  of  shell  fired 

from  Battery  Marshall .  _  _  _  5q 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.  Operations  in  vicinity  of .  11,  40, 44,  60, 161, 165,  342 

President,  C.  S.  Efforts  to  capture .  323  328 

President,  U.  S.  Ceremonies  on  receipt  of  news  of  death  of .  319 

Prisoners  of  war.  Exchange  of .  122 

Sarah  M.  Newhall,  British  brig.  Seizure  of,  May  23,  1865  .  338 

Savannah,  Ga. 

Defenses  of .  208-210 

Occupation  of,  by  United  States  forces,  December  21,  1864 .  MO- 

142,  156-159, 163 

Operations  in  vicinity  of .  53, 56, 119, 126, 127, 131, 140-142, 161  218 

Sherman,  W.  T. 

Cooperation  with _ ______  219  241 

Proposed  operations  of .  _  ’ 
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Dahlgren,  John  A.— Continued. 

,  ...  Page. 

Reports  of. 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Condition  and  needs  of _ _  _ ......  34  35  454  485 

Disposition  of  vessels  ....  3, 17,  27,  38, 54, 125, 154, 169, 211,  237,  244,  281, 
288,  291-293,  303,  308, 311,  317,  321,  326,  331,  335,  340,  342, 345 

Steam  Launch  No.  3.  Loss  of,  on  St.  Helena  Shoals. .  343 

Stonewall,  C.  S.  ram.  Movements  of .  324  328-330 

Stono  River.  Operations  in  vicinity  of .  ’  437 

Syren,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  February  18,  1865 .  252 

Tinclads.  Fitting  of,  for  army  use,  by  naval  engineer .  298 

Torpedo.  Trial  of .  44 

Torpedo  boat.  Completion  of,  by  Confederates .  33 

Requests  permission  to  withdraw  application  to  be  relieved  of  command.  243 
Requests  to  be  relieved  of  command  of  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad¬ 
ron .  221 


Dai  Ching,  U.  8.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  492,  200-202 

Examination  of  wreck  of .  223-225 

Loss  of,  in  Combahee  River,  South  Carolina,  January  26,  1865. 

Casualties .  494 

Court  of  enquiry .  197-200 

Extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  3gg 

Reports  of 

Almy,  John  J .  198-200 

Balch,  George  B .  495 

Chaplin,  J.  C .  192-195 

Dahlgren,  John  A .  4  90,  494,  497 

Lee,  John  T .  198-200 

Richardson,  John  R .  494 

Mentioned . . .  4  47  2g  35  38  54 

118, 126,  138, 155,  158, 168, 170,  187, 188,  205,  216,  219,  311,’  344,  357, ’367 

Operations  in  St.  Andrew’s  Sound  and  vicinity .  433,  434 

Orders  for  movements .  44  403  45$ 

Protection  of  wreck  of .  245 

Dalton,  Hamilton  H.  Mentioned .  459,  484,  485,  489-493,  496,  497 

Daly,  Michael  J.  Mentioned .  444 

Daly,  William.  Mentioned .  493 

Dana,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A .  245 

Sheffield,  E.  II .  224 

Mentioned .  73 

110, 137, 142, 149,  171,  212,  246,  282,  284,  293,  300,  304,  318,  328,  333 

Danhy,  Robert.  Mentioned .  43,  237,  336,  348,  388 

Dandelion,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  3, 17,  27,  38,  55, 103, 126- 

128, 155, 170,  211,  245,  281,  292,  303,  317,  327,  332,  341,  345,  350,  361,  362 

Orders  for  movements .  421 

Daniels,  J.  M.  See  ./.  M.  Daniels,  Confederate  steamer. 
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Dan  Smith,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.  Vuge. 

Mentioned . .  3, 17,  27,  38, 54, 

125, 154, 171,  212,  242,  246,  251,  282,  293,  304,  318,  327,  333,  341-343,  346 

Operations  in  Folly  River,  South  Carolina . . .  230-23 7 

Danube,  Ship.  Mentioned . 

Darcy,  J.  J.  Mentioned .  463 

Darien,  Ga.  Exchange  of  prisoners  at . .  301,305,306,316 

Dart,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  July  4,  1861 .  575-57  7 

Dart,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Captures  made  by .  687,  688,  694,  698 

Mentioned . ---  597,  630,  699 

Orders  for  movements . - .  595 

Davenport,  Samuel  M.  Mentioned .  . - .  180 

David,*  C.  S.  torpedo  steamer.  Mentioned .  397,398,402 

Davidson,  I.  E.  Mentioned .  844 

Davidson,  J.  Mentioned .  844 

Davies,  John  M. 

Mentioned .  201,336,388 

Report  of  survey  of  steamer  Amazon .  285 

Davis,  Captain.  Mentioned .  606 

Davis,  Alexander.  Mentioned .  180 

Davis,  Charles  H.  Report  of  measures  for  blockading  coast  of  Gulf  of 

Mexico .  618-630,  651-655,  680,  681 

Davis,  De  Witt  G.  Mentioned . - —  176,179 

Davis,  G.  J.  Mentioned .  666 

Davis,  Jefferson.  Mentioned  as  Secretary  of  War,  U.  S .  663 

(See  also  President ,  C.  S.) 

Davis,  Jefferson  C, 

Correspondence  with  S.  B.  Luce .  222 

Mentioned .  168, 208, 241 

Davis,  John  Lee.  Mentioned .  383,715,724 

Davis,  Lady.  See  Lady  Davis,  Confederate  steamer. 

Davis,  Samuel  Boyer.  Mentioned .  847,849-853,859 

Dawn,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  56 

Day,  James  L.  See  James  L.  Day,  Confederate  steamer. 

Dayton,  Lewis  M.  Mentioned .  137,141 

Dayton,  Smith  A.  Mentioned .  341 

Decatur,  Stephen.  Mentioned .  674 

Deer,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  February  18,  1865  .  253-255 

Defiance,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  .  820,828 

DeHay,  Mr.  Mentioned .  303 

De  Kalb,  Baron.  See  Baron  De  Kalb,  U.  S.  S. 

De  Krafft,  J.  C.  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  328 

Radford,  William . 352 

Mentioned .  340,  345,  354, 599,  600,  805 

Proposition  of,  for  raising  sunken  property  in  harbor  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  355 
Reports  of. 

Richmond,  U.  S.  S.  Injuries  sustained  by,  in  attack  upon  Fort  Mc- 

Ree,  Fla .  779 

Richmond,  U.  S.  S.  Injuries  received  by,  from  attack  by  C.  S.  ram 

Manassas,  October  12, 1861 .  718 


*  The  generic  name  of  Confederate  torpedo  boats. 
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Delano,  Abraham.  Mentioned .  ggj 

Delaware,  U.  S.  S.  Orders  for  movements .  789 

Delight,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  December  9,  1861  .  817 

Delta,*  Brig.  Seizure  of,  October  27,  1861  . __ .  748-750 

Dennis,  Captain.  Mentioned .  803 

Dennis,  Edward.  Mentioned .  308 

Department,  No.  1,  C.  S.  A.  Statement  of  posts  and  troops  in .  582 

Department  of  the  South,  Port  Royal,  S.  C.  Gillmore,  Q.  A.,  relieves 

J.  G.  Foster  of  command .  221 

Desces,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  817 

De  Soto,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  December  7,  1861. .  811 

Mentioned .  .  753,  754,  801,  803,  807,  810,  813,  816 

Desperate,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  817 

Devens,  Edward  F.  Mentioned .  704 

Dewey,  George.  Mentioned .  755 

Dewhurst,  Adjutant .  235 

De  Wolf,  William  H.  Mentioned -  170, 211, 245,  281,  293,  304,  318, 327, 332,  341 

Dexter,  J.  D.  Mentioned .  135,171,212 

Diana,  Confederate  steamer.  Terms  for  charter  of,  to  Confederate  Govern¬ 
ment . . . . . . .  841 

Dichman,  Ernst  J. 

Mentioned .  15,64,74,149,348 

Report  of  removal  of  obstructions  from  harbor  of  Charleston,  S.  C _  406 

Dick  Keyes,  Confederate  steamer.  Capture  of,  May  7,  1861 . .  820 

Dickinson,  Joseph  W.  Correspondence  with  J.  M.  Walton .  230 

Dillon,  David  R.  Mentioned . . .  284,285 

Dixon,  George  E.  Mentioned .  427 

Dixon,  Hiram  L.  Report  of  injuries  received  by  U.  S.  S.  Richmond  from 

attack  by  C.  S.  ram  Manassas,  October  12,  1861 .  718 

Dixon,  William.  Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  458 

Doane,  T.  P.  Mentioned . 102 

Doboy  Sound,  Georgia.  Operations  in  vicinity  of,  report  of  Edgar  Brod- 

head .  220 

Doddrill,  James.  Mentioned .  99 

Dodge,  Henry.  See  Henry  Dodge,  Confederate  schooner. 

Doering,  - .  Mentioned .  842 

Donaldson,  Edward.  Mentioned .  802 

Donegal,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  84, 97, 

99, 102, 119,  281,  292,  303,  317,  327,  332,  341, 345,  347,  349,  351,  353,  356 

Orders  for  movements .  156,  324 

Donelson,  Fort.  See  Fort  Donelson,  U.  S.  S.  • 

Douglass,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  309 

Douland,  Michael.  Mentioned .  179 

Downes,  John.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  791 

Dozier,  William  G. 

Appointed  to  command  C.  S.  S.  Pamlico . ' .  838 

Correspondence  with  George  N.  Hollins .  840,  842 

Mentioned .  811,  835,  850 

Drake,  Andrew  J.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  791 


*  Formerly  called  William  M.  Rice. 
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Drake,  George  C.  Mentioned .  86,  96 

Drayton,  Percival.  Mentioned . .  56,  435 

Drayton,  Percy.  See  Percy  Drayton,  U.  S.  sloop. 

Drew,  Elijah.  Mentioned .  548 

Driscoll,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  671 

Driver,  British  sloop.  Mentioned .  643 

Driver,  Reynolds.  Mentioned . - .  179 

Droons,  Mr.  Mentioned .  195 

Druid,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  87 

Duble,  H.  17.  Mentioned . 844 

Ducat,  Captain.  Mentioned . - .  472, 473 

Dudley,  Lyman.  See  Lyman  Dudley,  Sloop. 

Duggan,  Martin.  Mentioned . .  159 

Dunbar,  Albert.  Mentioned .  180 

Duncan,  Charles  D.  Mentioned .  192, 194 

Duncan,  James  M.  Mentioned . .  -  548 

Duncan,  Johnson  K. 

Mentioned .  843 

Report  of  attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  by  C.  S.  vessels  at 

Head  of  Passes,  Mississippi  River,  October  12,  1861 .  726,  728 

Duncan,  William.  Mentioned .  127-129, 164,  361 

Dunlop,  Hugh.  Mentioned .  686,687 

Dunn,  Christopher.  Mentioned .  549 

Dunn,  Elisha  W.  Mentioned .  752 

Dunning,  Ben.  See  Ben  Dunning,  Brig. 

Du  Pont,  Samuel  F. 

Mentioned .  5, 357, 411, 412, 432, 435, 438, 439, 443, 450, 455,  796 

Report  of  measures  for  blockading  coast  bordering  on  Gulf  of  Mexico  .  618-630, 

651-655,  680, 681 

Dupre,  Tower,  La.  Armament  of .  763 

Durand,  George  R.  Mentioned .  57 

Dwyer,  James.  Mentioned .  180 

Dyer,  Benjamin.  Mentioned .  170, 211,  245, 281,  293,  304,  318 

Dyer,  Bernard.  Mentioned . 97, 102 

E.  B.  Hale,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  4, 17,  27, 

39, 55, 126, 155, 170, 211,  245,  281, 293,  304,  318 


Eagle,  Henry. 

Correspondence  with 

Galveston,  Tex.,  British  consul  at .  750 

Jouett,  James  E . . .  756,  757 

Mervine,  William . . .  637, 638 

Mitchell,  J.  G .  682,  756 

Navy  Department,  TJ.  S  .» .  533 

New  York,  Clerk  District  Court,  Southern  District  of .  748 

Mentioned .  561, 633,  639,  758,  759,  805,  861 

Explanatory  report  of,  regarding  statement  of  Flag-Officer  Mervine .  640 

Reports  of. 

C.  P.  Knapp,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  August  8,  1861 .  617 

Delta,  Brig.  Capture  of,  October  27,  1861  .  748-750 

Galveston,  Tex.  Blockade  of .  733,  768, 812 

Royal  Yacht,  C.  S.  privateer  schooner.  Capture  of,  off  Galveston, 

Tex.,  November  7-8,  1861  .  755-757 

Santee,  U.  S.  ship.  Movements  of .  584 
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East  Gulf  Blockading-  Squadron.  Formation  and  limits  of .  807 

Eastman,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  586 

Easton,  Corporal.  Mentioned . . . . . . .  813 

Easton,  Langdon  C.  Mentioned . . . 148,168 

Eaton,  William  B.  Mentioned .  696,  766 

Ebough,  Mr.  Mentioned . 298 

Echols,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with  M.  M.  Gray .  420,  422-426,  428,  429 

Mentioned . 381,382 

Eckel,  Lewis.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S . .  583 

Eden,  Edward  I.  Mentioned . 179 

Edgren,  John  A. 

Mentioned . . .  63,  76,  79, 105,  111,  333, 341 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Catalpa .  25 

Edmond,  L.  A.  Mentioned . 264 

Edmonds,  William.  Mentioned .  97 

Edward  Barnard,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  October  16,  1861  .  732 

Edwards,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  840 

Edwards,  George.  Mentioned . 235 

Eliza Bonsall,  British  ship.  Mentioned . 604,645 

Elliott,  Frederick. 

Mentioned . - . - .  165, 167, 254 

Reports  of. 

Deer,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  February  18, 1865  .  255 

Nassau  County,  Fla.  Expedition  for  capture  of  records  of,  January 

10-18,  1865 .  166 

Ellis,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  840 

Ellison,  Francis  B. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Richmond .  748 

Correspondence  with 

Grinnell,  FI.  Walton .  778 

McKean,  W.  W .  791 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  524 

Mentioned .  524, 548, 610,  611,  639, 666,  748,  777,  781,  782 

Reports  of. 

Apalachicola,  Fla.  Chase  of  Confederate  armed  schooner  off .  669 

Appleton,  Schooner.  Loss  of,  and  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuy- 

]er . . . . .  667,  668 

Finland,  Ship.  Seizure  and  burning  of,  off  Apalachicola,  Fla .  646 

Fort  McRee,  Fla.  Combined  attack  upon,  November  22  and  23, 

1861  .  777,778 

R.  R.  Cuyler,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  527 

Tampa,  Fla.  Visit  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Jason  to .  603 

Elvira,  Sloop. 

Capture  of,  February  25,  1865  .  271,  272 

Mentioned .  344 

Embleton,  Master.  Mentioned .  445 

Emerson,  Loring  G. 

Mentioned .  170, 211, 245, 281, 292,  304,  317,  327,  332, 341, 345 

Report  of  expedition  for  capture  of  guerrillas  at  White  Bluff,  Ga .  217 

Emily  St.  Pierre,  British  ship.  Mentioned .  604,  645 

Emma,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  335,  341,  345,  349,  352,  353, 356,  373 

Orders  for  movements .  322 
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Emmerson,  John  L.  Mentioned .  755 

Emmick,  Myron  J.  Mentioned .  127 

Emmons,  George  F. 

Mentioned .  753,  773 

Report  of  movements  of  U.  S.  S.  Hatteras .  767 

Empress,  British  bark. 

Capture  of,  November  30,  1861  .  794-796,  805,  814 

Mentioned .  762 

Enoch  Train,*  Steamer.  Mentioned .  575,658,820 

Ericsson,  John.  Mentioned . . .  174 

Ervingham,  Richard.  Mentioned . 52 

Erwin,  Robert.  Mentioned .  159 

Ethan  Allen,  U.  S.  bark. 

Mentioned .  3, 17, 27,  38, 45,  54, 

126,  155,  169,  211,  244,  281,  292,  303,  307,  317,  326,  331,  335,  342,  752,  769 

Movements  of .  766 

Operations  in 

Altamaha  River,  Georgia .  135, 136 

St.  Andrew’s  Sound  and  vicinity .  133 

St.  Simon’s  Sound  and  vicinity . 118 

Orders  for  movements .  306,  696 

Etiwan,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  388,411,412 

Eustis,  Joseph. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  557 

Mentioned .  556 

Eva,  Launch.  Mentioned .  257 

Evans,  William  E.  Mentioned .  460 

Everdean,  Charles  S.  Mentioned .  345 

Express,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  December  9,  1861 .  817 

Ezilda,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  September  30,  1861 .  738 

Mentioned .  718 

Fabian,  James  L.  Mentioned .  493,496 

Fahkee,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  321,  327, 332,  337,  342,  345,  349,  352 

Fairfax,  Archibald  B. 

Correspondence  with  F.  Forrest .  839 

Mentioned . 460 

Falcon,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  July  5,  1861 .  575-577 

Fales,  William.  Mentioned .  11, 170,  211,  245, 281, 293,  304, 318,  327,  332 

Faley,  Peter.  Mentioned .  194 

Fall,  J.  K. ,  Rev.  Mentioned .  264 

Fanning,  A.  B.  Mentioned .  817 

Fanny,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  June  23,  1861 .  560 

Fanny  Morgan,  Confederate  yacht. 

Charter  of .  863 

Mentioned .  860, 865-867,  869 

Farley,  Andrew.  Mentioned .  309,  310 

Farragut,  David  G. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  18 

Mentioned .  6, 14,  29,  357, 386 

Farron,  John.  Mentioned .  480 

Fearnot,  U.  S.  storeship.  Mentioned .  633,765,792,817 


*  Afterwards  C.  S.  ram  Manassas. 
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Feeny,  Andrew.  Mentioned . 548 

Feilden,  H.  Wemyss. 

Correspondence  with  M.  M.  Gray .  418 

Mentioned .  426 

Fel,  Mr.  Mentioned .  429 

Fenton,  Andrew.  •  Mentioned .  179 

Ferguson,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  496 

Ferguson,  Isaac.  Mentioned .  7 

Ferguson,  Samuel  W.  Mentioned .  303, 480, 487 

Fernandina,  U.  S.  bark.  Mentioned .  3, 17, 

27,  38,  54, 126, 155, 170,  211, 245,  281,  291,  292,  303,  311 

Fernandina,  Fla. 

Operations  at.  Communication  from  John  A.  Dahlgren .  317 

Raising  of  blockade  of.  Report  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  146 

Fifield,  Aaron  C.  Mentioned . 179 

Fillebrown,  T.  Scott. 

Correspondence  with 

Bradford,  J.  M .  148 

Dahlgren,  J.  A . .  129,270 

Hogg,  James  M .  229 

Mentioned.  110, 146, 147, 170, 172, 206, 212,  226,  246,  282,  293,  304,  318,  327, 333, 341 
Reports  of. 

Celt,  Steamer.  Survey  of .  256 

Cooper  River,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in .  271 

Togodo  Creek,  South  Carolina.  Engagement  with  Confederate  bat¬ 
teries  on,  February  9,  1865 .  229 

Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia.  Operation  in  vicinity  of .  124 

Fillmore,  President.  See  President  Fillmore,  Sloop. 

Finland,  Ship. 

Mentioned .  666 

Seizure  August  26,  and  burning  of,  August  28,  1861,  off  Apalachicola, 

Fla .  646,647 

Firefly,  C.  S.  S. 

Destruction  of,  December  21,  1865  . - .  484 

Mentioned .  461,469,493,499 

Operations  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  vicinity .  479 

Orders  for  movements .  474, 482 

Fish,  William.  Mentioned .  673 

Fisher,  Henry  Augustus.  Mentioned .  797 

Fisher,  Thomas  L.  Mentioned .  226 

Fisher,  William  Jones.  Mentioned .  797,798 

Fitzgerald,  Michael.  Mentioned .  179 

Fitzgerald,  William  H.  Mentioned .  138 

Flag,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  3, 17, 27, 38,  54, 97,  99, 102, 125, 126, 128, 

132, 137, 155, 168, 170,  211, 214,  245,  281,  292,  311,  361,  362,  523,  524, 545 

Orders  for  movements .  145, 164, 167 

Flags  of  truce.  Correspondence  concerning .  15, 119, 122-124, 132,  508,  509 

Flambeau,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  3,9,11,17,27,33,38,54,125,138,154,170, 

211,  245, 275,  281,  292,  303,  317,  323,  327,  332,  333,  335,  342,  343,  509,  790 

Orders  for  movements .  36 

Fleetwood,  James  M.  Mentioned . 189,207,494,496 
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Flinn,  James.  Mentioned .  97 

Flood,  Christopher.  Mentioned . : .  345 

Flood,  P.  W.  Mentioned . . .  97,102 

Flora,  British  steamer. 

Chasing  ashore  of,  off  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C. ,  October  22,  1864  .  29-32 

Mentioned . _• .  34,  37,  357 

Florida,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  462 

Florida,  Confederate  steamer. 


Engagement  with  U.  S.  S.  Huron,  December  4, 1861.  See  Horn  Island  Pass. 
Engagement  with  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts  in  Mississippi  Sound,  October  19, 


1861.  See  Mississippi  Sound . 

Mentioned .  739-745,  809,  827 

Florida,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  December  11,  1861 .  815,816 

Florida,  Governor  of. 

Correspondence  with 

Floyd,  R.  F .  856 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  857 

War  Department,  C.  S .  857 

Mentioned . 585 

Florida  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.)  Cavalry:  2d,  309. 

Floyd,  Richard  F.  Correspondence  with  governor  of  Florida .  856 

Flynn,  William. 

Mentioned .  386 

Statement  regarding  obstructions  in  Charleston  Harbor .  402 

Fog,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  65 

Folly  River,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in.  See  also  Stono  and  Folly 
rivers. 


Fontaine,  Sidney  T.  Mentioned .  869 

Forbes,  Robert  B.  Mentioned .  372 

Ford,  Marcellus.  Mentioned .  497 

Foreign  consuls  in  Southern  States.  Attitude  of  U.  S.  Government  toward .  659 

Foreign  men-of-war.  Movements  of.  12, 323, 562, 563,  603,  686,  687,  693,  694,  753,  846 

Forest  King,  Schooner.  Seizure  of,  June  13,  1861  .  547-549 

Forrest,  F.  Correspondence  with 

Fairfax,  A.  B .  .  ggg 

Trigg,  Daniel .  839 

Forrest,  Moreau.  Mentioned .  611  670 

Forshey,  C.  G.  Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  842 

Fort  Barrancas,  Fla.  Armament  of . •_ .  763 

Fort  Berwick,  La.  Confederate  troops  at .  583 

Fort  Chene,  La.  Confederate  troops  at .  583 

Fort  Donelson,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  35O 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Report  of  John  A.  Dahlgren  regarding  confidential 

orders  relative  to  attack  upon .  6 

Fort  Gaines,  Ala. 

Armament  of .  702 

Confederate  troops  in .  gg2 

Fort  Jackson,  La. 

Armament  of .  7g^ 

Confederate  troops  at .  ggg 

Fort  Livingston,  La. 


Armament  of . 

Confederate  troops  at 
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583 
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Fort  McAllister,  Ga. 

7  Page. 

Capture  of.  Report  of  William  V.  Comstock .  480 

Letter  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S. ,  concerning .  49 

Fort  Macomb,  La. 

Armament  of . ygg 

Confederate  troops  at .  5g9 

Fort  McRee,  Fla. 

Armament  of .  7133 

Combined  attack  upon,  November  22  and  23,  1861. 

Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Niagara .  780 

Communications  from 

Brown,  Harvey .  779 

McKean,  W.  W .  780 

State  Department,  C.  S . . .  786 

War  Department,  C.  S .  786 

Injuries  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  Richmond .  779 

Reports  of 

Bragg,  Braxton .  783-786 

Brown,  Harvey .  781 

Ellison,  F.  B .  777  77c 

Fulton,  C.  C... . ’782 

Grinnell,  H.  Walton . . .  778 

McKean,  W.  W . . . _ .  775-777 

Firing  upon  small  boat  by.  Communications  from  Harvey  Brown .  796 

Proposed  night  attack  upon.  Report  of  William  Mervine .  664 

See  also  Pensacola,  Fla. 

Fort  Morgan,  Ala. 

Armament  of . .  __  763 

Confederate  troops  in .  582 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla. 

Armament  of .  763 

Operations  at. 

Communications  from 

Brown,  Harvey .  550,  552,  553, '555,  702,  766,  768,  800,  801 

McKean,  William  W .  551,  554,  819 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  595 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Mervine,  William .  637,  638 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  593 

President,  U.  S .  551 

Reports  of 

Bailey,  T .  694 

Mervine,  William .  561, 574,  644,  662-664,  679,  685,  686 

See  also  Fort  McRee,  Fla. ;  Pensacola,  Fla. ;  Santa  Rosa  Island. 

Fort  Pike,  La. 

Armament  of .  616,  763 

Confederate  troops  at . 582 

Fort  St.  Philip,  La. 

Armament  of .  763 

Confederate  troops  at .  583 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  C.  Raising  of  United  States  flag  over,  April  14,  1865. 
Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  314,315,316 

War  Department,  U.  S .  314 

Extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  373 
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Fort  Sumter,  S.  C. — Continued.  Page. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Navy  Department,  U,  S .  315 

President,  U.  S . . .  314 

Foster,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren .  10, 47, 61,  66,  68,  75, 103 


Mentioned .  10, 21, 43, 47, 48, 53,  56,  65, 69,  72-74,  79,  81-83, 

91,  92,  95,  96, 103, 104, 122, 123, 129, 131, 132, 140, 141, 157, 161,  168, 
169, 172, 181, 184-186, 191,  203,  205,  219-221,  312,  357-362,  365,  367,  454 
Relieved  of  command  of  Department  of  the  South,  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  by 


Q.  A.  Giilmore . . - .  221 

Report  of  distribution  of  vessels  for  cooperation  with  General  Sherman  . .  202 

Foster,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  144 

Fountain,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  190 

Foute,  Robert  Chester.  Mentioned .  497 

Fowler,  Charles.  Mentioned .  859,865,867 

Fowler,  Charles  D.  See  Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  U.  S.  consular  agent  at. 

Fox,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned .  37 

Fox,  Gustavus  V. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  Charles  H .  342 

Dahlgren,  J.  A .  340 

Fulton,  C.  C .  .  782 

Mentioned .  357,363,372,373 

Frailey,  James  Madison. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A .  287,298 

Pickering,  C.  W .  334 

Mentioned . . .  212, 246, 282,  293,  304,  318,  327,  333 

Report  of  operations  in  vicinity  of  Georgetown,  S.  C .  205 

Francis,  John.  Mentioned .  180 

Franklin,  American  brig.  Mentioned .  642 

Franklin,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  855 

Franzes,  Jacob.  Mentioned .  844 

Fraser,  John.  See  John  Fraser ,  Ship. 

Fraser,  John  &  Co.  Mentioned .  604 

Fraser,  P.  H.  Mentioned .  110 

Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  Mentioned .  604 

Frederich,  Jules. 

Correspondence  with  James  Alden .  605,  606 

Mentioned .  864 

Freeman,  Arthur  C.  Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  457 

Freeman,  Martin.  Mentioned .  817 

Freeman,  Simeon  N. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A .  167 

Elliott,  Fred .  166 

Mentioned .  171,211,245,756 

Report  of  expedition  for  capture  of  records  of  Nassau  County,  Fla.,  Jan¬ 
uary  10-18,  1865 .  165 

Fremantle,  Arthur  James.  Mentioned .  383,433 

French,  Henry. 

Correspondence  with 

McKean,  W.  W . 790 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  557 
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French,  Henry— Continued.  Page 


Reports  of. 

Mississippi  River.  Attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  by 

C.  S.  vessels  at  Head  of  Passes,  October  12,  1861 .  712-714 

Mississippi  Sound.  Operations  in .  697 

French,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with 

McKean,  William  W .  592 

Mervine,  William .  541-543 

Mentioned .  556,639 

French  consul  at  Havana,  Cuba.  Mentioned .  693 

French  consul  at  New  Orleans,  La.  Mentioned . . .  693 

French  men-of-war.  Movements  of.  See  Foreign  men-of-war. 

Frolic,  Prize  schooner. 

Loss  of,  October  18,  1861 .  733 

Mentioned .  690,704,714,715,725 

Fry,  Birkett  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Hunter,  W.  W .  500,504,513 

Tomb,  James  H .  514 

Mentioned .  491, 492, 495, 499,  501, 505 

Fry,  Joseph. 

Correspondence  with  L.  L.  Rousseau . .  827 

Reports  of. 

Mississippi  River.  Blockade  of .  846 

New  Orleans,  La. 

Examination  of  vessels  at .  828 

Operations  at .  833 

Fugitive  Slaves.  Enlistment  of,  in  U.  S.  naval  service .  689 

Fulcher,  John  H.  Mentioned .  194 

Fuller,  George  W.  Mentioned .  144 

Fuller,  R.  M.  Correspondence  with  J.  M.  Gregory .  476 

Fulton,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  72,164,250,319,694,835 

Fulton,  C.  C.  Report  of  combined  attack  upon  Fort  McRee,  Fla.,  Novem¬ 
ber  22  and  23,  1861 .  782 

Funk,  Jacob  H.  Mentioned .  180 

Furber,  Edward  G.  Mentioned  ....  71,83,170,211,245,281,293,304,317,327,332 
G.  B.  McClellan.  See  McClellan ,  U.  S.  Army  transport. 

G.  W.  Blunt,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned .  4,  28, 

39, 55, 126, 155, 170,  211,  245,  281, 292, 303,  317, 326, 332,  340, 345, 349, 351 

Gaillard,  Christopher.  Mentioned .  7 

Gaines,  Fort.  See  Fort  Gaines. 

Gallagher,  Sergeant.  Mentioned .  99 

Gallagher,  George.  Mentioned .  97 

Galveston,  Confederate  vessel.  Mentioned .  828 

Galveston,  Tex. 

Attack  by  batteries  at,  upon  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina,  August  3,  1861. 
Communications  from 

Alden,  James .  606 

Mervine,  William . 609 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  605,  610 

Protest  of  foreign  consular  officers .  605 

Reports  of  James  Alden .  605, 607 
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Galveston,  Tex. — Continued.  Page. 

Blockade  of. 

Communications  from 

Alden,  James .  630 

Moore,  John  C .  577 

Price,  Cicero .  631 

Orders  of  William  Mervine .  588 

Reports  of  Henry  Eagle .  733,  768,  812 

Captures  made  off .  575-578, 665,  734,  748-750,  755-762 

Charter  of  vessels  at,  for  Confederate  States  Government .  841,  844,  847 

Defense  of. 

Communications  from 

Hubert,  P.  0 .  845,849,853,858 

Hunter,  W.  W .  851-853 

Marine  guard,  officers  of . - .  842,  844 

War  Department,  C.  S .  835 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Hebert,  P.  0  .  840,  847-852 

Hunter,  W.  W .  850,853,858 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  836,  848,  855 

Reports  of 

Rogers,  William  F .  846 

Twiggs,  D.  E .  833 

See  also  report  of  J.  D.  Kurtz,  p.  764;  also  log  of  C.  S.  S.  Bayou  City, 
pp.  859-869. 

Hunter,  W.  W.,  assigned  to  command  naval  defenses  of .  848 

British  consul  at. 

Correspondence  with. 

Alden,  James .  605,  606 

Eagle,  Plenry .  750 

Mentioned .  863,  864 

Ganaan,  Jolan  A.  Mentioned . . . .  189,208 

Gannaley,  Edward.  Mentioned  . .  179 

Garcia,  Henry.  Mentioned .  755,  759 

Garfield,  Walter  H.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  299 

Gaylord,  John.  Mentioned .  189,  207 

Geary,  John  W.  Mentioned .  158,159 

Gee,  Charles  A.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  C.  S .  838 

Gem,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  458 

Gemsbok,  U.  S.  bark. 

Mentioned .  170,  205,  211,  245, 281, 292,  303,  317,  327,  330,  332, 335,  342 

Movements  of .  151 

Orders  for  movements .  47, 165 

General  McClellan.  See  McClellan,  U.  S.  Army  transport. 

General  Miramon,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  714,792,813,814,830 

General  orders. 

Confederate .  462 

Union .  109-111, 314, 318, 325, 326, 330,  758 

General  Rusk,  C.  S.  S. 

Attempt  to  capture.  See  Royal  Yacht,  Confederate  privateer  schooner.  Cap¬ 
ture  of,  etc. 

Mentioned .  607-609, 630,  631,  756,  757,  759-761,  812,  858-860,  862,  864-869 

Orders  for  movements .  845 

Signals  to  be  used  on .  850,  851 
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Page 

General  T.  J.  Chambers,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  July  12,  1861  .  578 

General  Whiting,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 64,65 

Genin,  John  N.  See  John  V.  Genin,  Schooner. 

Geofroy,  Mr.  Mentioned .  12 

George  B.  Sloat,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  July  5,  1861  .  584, 585 

George  G.  Baker,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  July  6,  1861... .  575-577 

George  Mangham,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Mentioned .  3, 17, 27,  38, 54, 125, 154, 170, 211,  245, 281,  293,  304, 311 

Orders  for  movements . 299 

George  Peabody,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned . . .  773 

Georgetown,  S.  C. 

Destruction  of  U.  S.  S.  Harvest  Moon  off.  See  Harvest  Moon,  U.  S.  S. 
Occupation  of,  by  United  States  forces.  See  Battery  White  and  George¬ 
town,  S.  C. 

Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Orders  and  instructions.  John  A.  Dahlgren .  261,  279 

Report  of  J.  Madison  Frailey .  205 

See  also  Battery  White  and,  Georgetown,  S.  C.  Occupation  of. 

Proposed  operations  against.  Report  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  186 

George  W.  Rodgers,*  U.  S.  schooner. 

Mentioned .  4, 17,  28, 39, 

55, 126, 155, 170, 211,  245,  281, 292,  304,  317,  327,  332,  341,  345,  349,  352 

Operations  in  Little  Ogeechee  River,  Georgia .  217 

Georgia,  C.  S.  floating  battery. 

Destruction  of .  482, 489 

Detail  of  men  from,  ordered  to  Richmond,  Ya .  457 

Mentioned .  238,458,459,479  484,485,489-491,493,494 

Orders  for  movements . . .  473, 475 

Georgia,  Governor  of.  Mentioned .  159 

Georgiana,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  8, 37 

Georgia  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  4th,  138,  208,  306. 

Infantry — Regiments:  1st  Volunteers  (Olmstead’s) ,  449;  5th,  87,  106; 

54th,  487. 

Geranium,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  3, 17,  27, 

31,  32,  38,  54,  86,  95-99, 108, 126, 137, 149, 154, 170,  211,  238,  239,  245,  261, 
263,  268,  273, 276,  279-281,  292, 303,  317,  327,  332,  341,  345-348,  350,  374 
Operations  in 

Folly  River,  South  Carolina .  230-237 

Santee  River,  South  Carolina .  279 

Orders  for  movements .  93,  94, 257 

Gerard,  Henry.  Mentioned .  604 

Gibbs,  Charles  J.  Mentioned .  733 

Gibbs,  Edwin.  Mentioned .  180 

Gibbs,  Henry  L.  Mentioned. .  77,80,105,110 

Gibson,  Alexander. 

Mentioned .  638 

Report  of  blockade  of  Mobile,  Ala .  570 

Gibson,  William.  Mentioned .  565 

Gideon,  George.  Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Colorado .  559 


*  Formerly  Shark. 


908 


INDEX. 


Gifford,  John  L.  Page. 

Mentioned .  30, 112, 113,  264,  370, 382,  384, 386 

Report  of  removal  of  obstructions  from  harbor  of  Charleston,  S.  C -  403-406 

Gillard,  Jacob.  Mentioned .  817 

Gillespie,  William  T. 

Mentioned .  16,  71,  72, 82, 170, 211,  245,  282,  293, 304,  318,  327,  332,  341 , 345 

Reports  of. 

Celt,  Steamer,  survey  of .  256 

White  Oak  Creek  and  Satilla  River,  Georgia.  Operations  in .  15 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A .  242, 243,  260, 261,  301,  305,  316, 317,  319,  431, 453 

Radford,  William .  352 

Mentioned .  49,  210,  221,  238,  240,  242-244 

247, 261, 263,  312,  315,  316,  367-369,  371,  373,  383,  429-432, 434,  436-454 
Relieves  J.  G.  Foster  of  command  of  Department  of  the  South,  Port 

Royal,  S.  C .  221 

Gilman,  Augustus  H.  Mentioned . 752 

Gilmer,  Jeremy  F.  Correspondence  with  W.  J.  Hardee .  460 

Gladden,  Adley  H.  Mentioned .  783 

Gladiolus,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  252 

Mentioned .  4, 17,  27,  38, 46,  55, 125, 139, 154, 

170,  211, 245, 281,  292,  303,  317,  323,  327,  332,  341,  345,  349,  352,  376,  405 

Removal  of  obstructions,  Charleston  Harbor .  408 

Glass,  Henry.  Mentioned .  226,  275 

Glassell,  William  T.  Mentioned .  460, 463 

Gleason,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  86,  97 

Glisson,  Oliver  S. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  525 

Mentioned .  524,549 

Glynn,  James.  Mentioned .  593 

Godfrey,  Naval  storekeeper.  Mentioned . . .  489 

Godon,  Sylvanus  W.  Mentioned .  335, 337 

Golden,  John.  Mentioned .  548 

Golden  Rocket,  Ship.  Mentioned . 599 

Gondor,  American  ship.  Mentioned .  603,  604, 645 

Gonzalez,  F.  Correspondence  with  James  Alden .  605,  606 

Goodall,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  180 

Goodwin,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  194 

Gore,  William  I.  Mentioned . . .  288 

Gordon,  William  (Marine).  Mentioned .  97, 102 

Gordon,  William  (Coal  heaver).  Mentioned .  180 

Gorman,  James.  Mentioned .  97,102 

Gorman,  James  O.  Mentioned .  179 

Gould,  N.  Goddard.  Mentioned .  595,  752 

Goulden,  Edward.  Mentioned .  179 

Governor  Troupe,  Steamer.  Joseph  Hadfield  appointed  to  command .  330 

Graham,  George  R.  Mentioned .  528  529 

Grant,  Ulysses  S.  Mentioned .  50, 162, 312, 323,  362’  364 

Grant’s  Pass,  Ala.  Confederate  troops,  at . 582 

Graves,  Tony.  Mentioned .  698 

Gray, - .  Mentioned .  368 

Gray,  Master.  Mentioned .  707,  7H,  728,  737 
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Gray,  M.  M.  Page. 

Correspondence  regarding  manufacture  and  placing  of  torpedoes . 418-429 

Mentioned .  297, 352,  354,  374,  375,  380, 382,  384-386,  415, 417 

Proposition  of,  for  raising  sunken  property  in  harbor  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  355 

Report  of  removal  of  obstructions  from  harbor  of  Charleston,  S.  C .  376, 379 

Statement  regarding  obstructions  in  Charleston  Harbor .  411-413 

Gray,  Mary.  See  Mary  Gray,  Boat. 

Gray,  W.  H.  Mentioned .  54g 

Gray,  William.  Complaint  of,  regarding  seizure  of  ship  Perthshire .  537 

Grayson,  John  B.  Correspondence  with  W.  L.  L.  Bowen . . . .  845 

Great  Britain,  U.  S.  minister  to. 

Correspondence  with 

Liverpool,  U.  S.  vice-consul  at .  604 

State  Department,  U.  S . 604 

Mentioned .  603 

Green, - .  Mentioned .  525 

Green,  Mr.  Mentioned .  363 

Green,  Francis  M.  Mentioned .  720 

Green,  Henry  A.  Mentioned . ill 

Green,  J.  C.  Mentioned .  509 

Green,  Joseph  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Dana,  W.  H . 132 

Dahlgren,  J.  A . 12,33,44,48,62-64,123 

Hatch,  J.  P .  66 

Luce,  S.  B .  26 

Monitors,  Commanding  officers  of . _ .  33 

Patterson,  Thomas  H .  8, 10, 11,  31,  58, 59, 114, 116, 117, 119 

Ransom,  R .  132 

Ricker,  Charles  C . 139 

Thomas,  J.  G .  52 

Mentioned .  122,130 

Reports  of. 

Beatrice,  British  steamer.  Chasing  ashore  and  destruction  of,  Novem¬ 
ber  27,  1864 .  112 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Blockade  of .  9,15,36,46,60,115 

Flora,  British  steamer.  Destruction  of,  October  22,  1864 .  30 

Greenough,  J.  Mentioned .  844 

Gregorie,  F.  Mentioned .  264 

Gregory,  John  M.  Correspondence  with  R.  M.  Fuller . 476 

Gregory,  James.  Mentioned .  85 

Grey  Cloud,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  583 

Grieve,  Charles.  Mentioned .  171, 211,  245,  281, 293,  304,  318,  327, 382,  341,  345 

Griffin,  Samuel  L.  Mentioned .  205 

Griffith,  John.  See  John  Griffith,  U.  S.  mortar  schoone  . 

Grinnell,  H.  Walton.  Report  of  combined  attack  upon  Fort  McRee,  Fla., 

November  22  and  23,  1861  . 778 

Grisham,  Pilot.  Mentioned . - .  166,167 

Groth,  George.  Mentioned .  86, 97 

Grover,  Cuvier. 

Correspondence  with  S.  B.  Luce .  222 

Mentioned .  181 , 243,  328, 330 

Grunity,  J.  Mentioned .  575 

Guard.  See  National  Guard,  U.  S.  >S. 
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Guest,  John.  Page. 

Mentioned .  554,691 

Report  of  injuries  received  by  U.  S.  S.  Richmond  from  attack  by  C.  S. 

ram  Manassas,  October  12,  1861 .  718 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captures  made  by .  534- 

540,  547,  558,  560,  584,  585,  591,  602,  615,  617,  639,  641,  646,  662,  665,  687, 
688,  690,  694,  732,  738,  748-750,  767,  773,  774,  792-800,  802,  805,  814-817 

Condition  and  needs  of .  545,  550, 565,  592,  731 

Correspondence  relative  to  organization  of. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Mervine,  William .  532 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  519, 522-525, 529 

Reports  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  et  al .  618-630,  651-655,  680,  681 

Disposition  of  vessels . . . # .  594,  769,  773,  803 

Division  of,  into  East  and  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrons.  Order  of 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  807 

General  affairs  of .  545,  561,  588, 589, 

593,  598,  610,  632,  633,  638,  648,  666,  690-693,  700-702,  752,  771-773,  805 

Limits  of . . .  679,  771 

McKean,  William  W. 

Appointed  to  command . .  660,  661 

Assumes  command  of .  684 

Mervine,  William. 

Appointed  to  command .  519, 520, 522 

Relieved  of  command  of .  660,  685,  693,  695 

Operations  of .  517-869 

Supplies  for .  574 

Vessels  composing .  769,  773 

Vessels  ordered  to  duty  in .  522-525, 533, 541,  544, 

547,  557,  561,  586,  597,  633,  645,  659,  696,  753,  754,  764,  789-791,  807,  819 
Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Confederate  vessels  in . 524 

Fortifications  upon  shores  of .  763 

Defense  of  coast  of.  Report  of  D.  E.  Twiggs .  821 

Measures  for  blockading  coast  bordering  on .  618-630, 651-655, 680,  681 

Gwathmey,  Washington. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  473, 491 

Mentioned .  458,459,489-491 

Report  of  operations  in  vicinity  of  Savannah,  Ga .  475, 493 

Gypsy,  Yacht.  Correspondence  regarding,  and  seizure  June  12, 1861  .  822-825 

H.  E.  Spearing,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  548 

H.  E.  Hunley,  C.  S.  submarine  torpedo  boat.  Sinking  of  U.  S.  S.  Housatonic 
by.  See  Housatonic,  U.  S.  S. 

Habana.  See  Marquis  de  la  Habana,  Steamer. 

Hadfield,  Joseph.  Correspondence  with  William  Reynolds .  330 

Haffards,  William. 

Mentioned . 45,69,131,149,348 

Report  of  removal  of  obstructions  from  harbor  of  Charleston,  S.  C .  376 

Hagan,  James.  Mentioned. . . .  201 

Hagens,  Henry.  Mentioned .  34g 

Haggett,  David.  Mentioned . 1Sq 

Hale,  E.  B.  See  E.  B.  Hale,  U.  S.  S. 
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Hall,  Albert  G.  Mentioned .  4@7 

Halleck,  Henry  W.  Mentioned .  158, 441 

Hamburg,  U.  S.  consul  at.  Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S.  587,  746 

Hamilton,  James  A. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren .  322 

Mentioned . 341,345 

Hamilton,  Parker.  Mentioned . . .  698 

Hamilton,  William  P.  Mentioned . .  460 

Hamlin,  Hannibal.  Mentioned . 556,557 

Hamlin,  John  C.  Mentioned . •_ .  332,341,345 

Hanan,  Charles.  Mentioned .  97 

Handy,  Chief  Engineer.  Mentioned .  730a 

Handy,  Edward  L.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  541 

Handy,  Robert. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  547 

Pope,  John .  712. 

Mentioned .  561,  704,  706,  710,  716,  719,  720,  722,  730,  771 

Report  of  attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  by  C.  S.  vessels  at 

Head  of  Passes,  Mississippi  River,  October  12,  1861  .  709,  711,  721 

Hanley,  H.  Mentioned . . ...  99 

Hannon,  N.  C.  Mentioned .  428 

Hanson,  Charles  H. 

Capture  of,  in  Cooper  River,  South  Carolina,  March  22,  1865 .  297,  298 

Mentioned . .  170,  211,  245,  281,  290,  293,  345 

Report  of  removal  of  obstructions  from  harbor  of  Charleston,  S.  C .  407, 408 

Hanson,  Jacob.  Mentioned- .  578 

Hardee,  William  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Gilmer,  J.  F .  460 

Hunter,  W.  W. .  465,  467,  470-473, 475,  477,  478,  481,  482,  489-491,  499,  503,  504 

Kennard,  J.  S .  489 

Mentioned . . .  15, 141,  213,  297,  312,  415, 417, 

460,  465,  467-469,  471-475,  482-486,  488-490,  492,  495,  497-499,  506,  508 

Harriet  Weed,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  386 

Harrison,  Napoleon  B. 

Correspondence  with  John  A.  Dahlgren .  36 

Mentioned .  42, 170,  211, 245 

Hartridge,  A.  S.  Mentioned .  159 

Hartshorn,  Andie.  Mentioned .  289 

Hartstene,  Henry  J.  Mentioned .  543, 544 

Hartsuff,  George  L.  Mentioned . 551 

Hartwell,  Alfred  S.  Mentioned .  71,  72,  230,  233-235, 240,  313 

Harvest  Moon,  U.  S.  S. 

Crosby,  John  K.,  appointed  to  command  of .  7 

Destruction  of,  by  torpedo,  in  Winyah  Bay,  South  Carolina,  March  1, 1865. 

Abstract  log .  283 

Reports  of 

Court  of  enquiry .  284 

Dahlgren,  John  A .  282,  386 

See  also  extract  from  diary  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  pp.  366,  371. 
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Harvest  Moon,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned .  4, 18,  28,  29, 

39,  41,  43,  55,  69,  71,  78, 95, 108-110, 126, 129-131, 134, 139, 143, 145, 149- 
152,  155,  157,  167,  168,  170, 171, 175, 178, 180, 182-188, 190, 191, 194, 197, 
202,  205,  208,  211,  214,  215,  218,  219,  221,  231,  235,  237,  238,  241-243,  245, 
247-251,  257,  279,  281,  291,  293,  304,  311,  317,  327,  357-360,  362,  364, 432 

Operations 

At  Georgetown,  S.  C .  272-278 

In  Doboy  Sound  and  vicinity .  125 

Orders  for  movements .  19,  53, 121,  262 

Harvey,  W.  G.  Mentioned .  421,422,424,428 

Hatch,  Frank  H.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  820,  822,  823 

Hatch,  John  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A .  108,109,215 

Green,  J.  F .  66 

Preble,  George  H .  71,  72,  76,  91 

Mentioned .  7,  71,  73,  75,  78,  79,  82,  83,  85,  88,  90-94,  96, 

99, 100, 103-110, 112, 203, 219,  220,  243, 247, 263,  278,  301,  358,  359, 372 

Special  orders .  74,  75 

Hatch, Robert.  Mentioned . • .  678 

Hatch,  William  H.  Mentioned .  459 

Hathaway,  James  F.  Mentioned .  179 

Hatteras,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  753,  799,  771-773 

Movements  of .  767 

Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  consul-goner al  at. 

Correspondence  with 

McKean,  William  W .  579 

State  Department,  U.  S .  564 

Mentioned .  324,541,600,812 

Hawes,  David  B.  Mentioned  ....  170,  211,  245,  281,  292,  303,  317,  326,  332,  341,  345 

Hawkins,  Charles.  Mentioned .  755 

Hawkins,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  180 

Hayes,  James. 

Mentioned .  296 

Report  of  engagement  with  Confederate  batteries  on  Togodo  Creek,  South 

Carolina,  February  9,  1865 .  227 

Hayes,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  g6  97 

Haymom,  Robert.  Mentioned .  ggg 

Hays,  Charles  W.  Report  of  operations  of  Confederate  steamer  Florida  in 
Mississippi  Sound  and  engagement  with  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

October  19,  1861 .  744 

Hays,  William  Lee.  Report  of  injuries  received  by  U.  S.  S.  Richmond  from 

attack  by  C.  S.  ram  Manassas,  October  12,  1861 .  718 

Hayward,  George  W. 

Appointed  to  command  prize  steamer  Columbia .  320 

Mentioned .  62,  63,  72,  85,  87,  94,  99, 106-108, 110,  111,  264,  332,  388 

Hazzard,  John.  Mentioned .  284 

Healy,  Edward  C.  Mentioned . m 

Heath,  David  P. 

Mentioned . . .  171,211,245  282  293 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  schooner  Hope  and  appointed  to  command 

XJ.  S.  schooner  Para . .* .  H7 
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Hebert,  Paul  O.  Page 

Correspondence  with 

Hunter,  W.  W .  759,  760,  845,  847, 849,  851-854,  858 

War  Department,  C.  S .  836 

Mentioned .  761,  762,  844,  860,  863,  864,  866-868 

Special  orders .  847-852 

Heitman,  Henry.  Mentioned . . .  690 

Henderson,  Andrew  A.  Mentioned . . .  748 

Hennessy,  John.  Mentioned .  672 

Henry,  Patrick.  See  Patrick  Henry,  C.  S.  school  ship. 

Henry  Dodge,  C.  S.  schooner. 

Fitting  out  of . .  847,  848 

Mentioned .  854,  859,  860,  862,  866, 868 

Movements  of .  846 

Orders  for  movements .  853, 855,  858 

Henry,  Edmund  W.  Mentioned .  170,  211 , 245,  275,  276,  281,  293 

Henry  Lewis,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  November  28,  1861  .  792-794,  802 

Hercules,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  820 

Hernandez,  Thomas  L.  Mentioned .  493,496 

Herndon,  J.  H.  Mentioned .  842 

Herring,  John  R.  Mentioned .  671,673 

Heston,  W.  K.  Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren .  275 

Hetiwan.  See  Etiwan,  Steamer. 

Hews,  William  G.  See  William  G.  Hevjs,  Confederate  steamer. 

Heywood,  D.  Mentioned .  476 

Hicks,  Tom.  See  Tom  Hicks,  Schooner. 

Hicks,  William  Anderson.  Mentioned .  738 

Higginbotham,  - .  Mentioned .  165, 166 

Higgins,  Edward.  Mentioned . . .  582, 583,  833,  834 

Higginson,  Francis  J.  Mentioned .  670-672 

Hill,  Daniel  H.  Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  505 

Hill,  Mary.  See  Mary  Hill,  Confederate  steamer. 

Hines,  Richard  B.  Report  of  survey  of  steamer  Amazon .  285 

Hoffman,  Master.  Mentioned .  548 

Hogg,  James  M.  Report  of  engagement  with  Confederate  batteries  on  To- 

godo  Creek,  South  Carolina,  February  9,  1865 .  229 

Holback,  Mr.  Mentioned . 424 

Holland,  Daniel  P.  Mentioned .  585 

Holland,  Daniel  P. ,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  585 

Hollins,  George  N. 

Correspondence  with 

Dozier,  W.  G .  838,  840,  842 

Fry,  Joseph .  846 

Hays,  Charles  W .  744 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  730,  730a,  840 

Swain,  Edward  A . 850 

Warley,  A.  F .  730a 

Mentioned .  699,  726-730,  835,  839,  841 

Report  of  attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  by  C.  S.  vessels  at 

Head  of  Passes,  Mississippi  River,  October  12,  1861 .  727 

Holt,  George  H.  Mentioned . 646 

Home,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  3,17,27,38,54,125,154, 

170, 211,  245,  281,  293,  304,  317,  327,  332,  341, 345,  349,  351, 353, 356, 408 
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Page. 

Honey  Hill,  S.  C.  Action  at,  November  30,  1864.  See  Pocotaligo,  S.  C. 


Operations  of  the  naval  brigade,  etc. 

Honor,  Charles.  Mentioned .  86 

Hood,  John  B.  Mentioned . 50 

Hope,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Heath,  D.  F.,  relieved  of  command .  117 

Mentioned .  4, 18, 28,  39,  55, 

126, 155,  170, 211,  245,  281,  293,  304,  317,  327, 332,  341, 345,  349,  351,  354 

Operations  in  Savannah  River .  289 

Hopkins,  Evan  M.  Mentioned .  180 

Hopkins,  O.  C.  Mentioned .  365 

Hopkinson,  Master.  Mentioned .  762 

Horne,  David  B. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S . . .  791 

Mentioned .  719,  724 

Horner,  Gustavus  It.  B.  Report  of  casualties  resulting  capture  and  destruc¬ 
tion  of  Confederate  privateer  schooner  Judah . . .  672 

Horn  Island  Pass,  Mississippi  Sound.  Engagement  between  U.  S.  S. 

Montgomery  and  Confederate  steamers  Florida  and  Pamlico, 
December  4,  1861. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery .  809 

Extract  from  Richmond  Dispatch .  809 

Reports  of 

McKean,  William  W .  808 

Shaw,  T.  D .  808 

Horton,  It.  F.  Mentioned .  420, 424 

Hostilities.  Cessation  of.  Communication  from  Q.  A.  Cillmore . *  319 

Houghton,  A.  See  A.  Houghton,  U.  S.  bark. 

Housatonic,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  4,  9, 18,  28, 39, 55, 59, 116, 249,  388, 432 

Sinking  of,  off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  by  C.  S.  torpedo  boat  H.  L.  Hunley,  Feb¬ 
ruary  17,  1864.  Report  of  M.  M.  Gray .  427 

Houston  Navigation  Company.  Agreement  of,  regarding  charter  of  vessels 

to  Confederate  States  Government .  841 

Howard,  Oliver  O. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A .  122, 127, 137 

Sherman,  William  T .  141 

Mentioned .  142, 182, 187, 188, 190, 195, 361,  362 

Howe,  Charles. 

Correspondence  with 

Mervine,  William .  549,  799 

Spotts,  J.  H . 799 

Mentioned .  79g 

Howe,  Lord.  Mentioned .  357 

Howell,  William.  Mentioned . 705 

Howell,  William  F.  Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  495 

Howorth,  George.  Mentioned .  192, 193  199-202 

Howorth,  William  L.  Mentioned .  345 

Hudgins,  Albert  G.  Mentioned .  484, 485 

Hudson,  William  L.  Mentioned .  ’532 

Hudson,  Stephen  It.  Mentioned .  595,  725,  739 

Hugel,  Adolph.  See  Adolph  Hugel,  TJ.  S.  mortar  schooner. 
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Page. 

Huger,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned .  534, 564 

Hughes,  Aaron  K. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  8.  Water  Witch .  748 

Mentioned .  767,768,819 

Hull,  Isaac.  Mentioned .  674 

Hull,  Joseph  B.  See  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  Commandant  of . 

Hunley,  H.  L.  See  IT.  L.  Hunley,  C.  S.  submarine  torpedo  boat. 

Hunt,  Captain.  Mentioned .  591 

Hunter,  Captain.  Mentioned .  136 

Hunter,  David.  Mentioned .  443,450 

Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Mentioned .  342 

Hunter,  Thomas  T.  Mentioned .  459, 463 

Hunter,  William  W. 


Assigned  to  duty  as  superintendent  in  charge  of  works,  defense  of  coast 

of  Texas . . .  835, 836 

Correspondence  with 


Anderson,  E.  C .  457 

Anderson,  R.  H .  476, 477 


Barron,  S .  832 

Beauregard,  G.  T .  482,499,507 

Brent,  Daniel  G .  509,510 

Brent,  T.  W .  463, 466-473,  479, 483, 491, 492, 497 

Brockington,  S.  A .  510 

Carnes,  W.  W .  466, 476, 495, 500, 505, 506 

Comstock,  W.  V .  480, 497, 505,  506,  510 

Dixon,  William .  458 

Freeman,  A.  C .  457 

Forshey,  C.  G .  842 

Fry,  B.  D .  500,504,513 

Fry,  Joseph .  833 

Gwathmey,  W .  473,475,491,493 

Hubert,  P.  0 .  845,847,849,851-854,858 

Hardee,  W.  J. .  465,  467,  470-473, 475,  477, 478,  481,  482, 489-491, 499,  503,  504 

Hill,  D.  Id . -----  505 

Howell,  W.  F .  495 

Kelsey,  Master .  858 

Kennard,  J.  S .  464, 465, 467, 468, 472, 480, 499, 500, 501, 505,  506,  513, 516 

King,  Thomas  B .  844 

King,  Thomas  B.,  et  al .  842 

Lee,  S.  S .  481,  494,  506, 512 

McAdam,  S.  H . . .  456 

McDonald,  Bethney  F . 513-515 

McCarrick,  James  W .  503,509,511 


McLaws,  L .  455, 462, 463 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  456, 459,  479, 481 , 494, 506, 512, 836,  838,  848,  855 

Neely,  Thomas  W .  461 

Oliveira,  W.  D .  460, 461, 476 

Perry,  John .  511 

Pratt,  Julius  A .  829 

Rogers,  William  F .  846,  853 

Rousseau,  L .  822 

Semple,  James  A .  492 

Skinner,  E.  W .  474 
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Hunter,  William  W. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Smith,  Leon .  850,  858 

Tattnall,  Josiah .  468,469 

Tomb,  James  H .  514 

Warley,  A.  F .  515 

Wheeler,  J . . .  478 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C . .  458 

Detached  from  naval  station,  New  Orleans,  and  ordered  to  Rappahannock 

defenses,  Va . . .  832 

Extract  from  journal  of,  December  10-25,  1864  .  485-488 

Mentioned .  485, 487,  820,  840,  847-852,  860-869 

Reports  of. 

Augusta,  Ga.  Operations  in  vicinity  of. .  490, 491,  494-499, 507,  508, 511,  512 

Isondiga,  C.  S.  S.  Destruction  of .  496 

New  Orleans,  La.  Examination  of  vessels  at .  828 

Royal  Yacht,  C.  S.  privateer  schooner.  Capture  of,  off  Galveston, 

Tex.,  November  7-8,  1861 . 759-762 

Sabine  Pass,  Texas.  Necessity  of  guarding,  against  control  of  Federal 

forces .  831 

Savannah,  Ga.  Operations  in  vicinity  of _  488-491,  492, 494, 496, 498, 499 

Shell  Bluff  battery.  Cooperation  with  military  forces  at .  501,  508 

Water  Witch,  Prize  steamer.  Efforts  to  remove  from  Vernon  River 

to  Savannah,  Ga .  456 

Requests  information  regarding  relative  rank .  455 

Hunter,  William  W.,  et  al.  Correspondence  writh  L.  Rousseau .  827 

Huntsville,  U.  S.  S. 

Blockade  of  Mobile,  Ala .  642 

Captures  made  by .  641 

Mentioned .  522,  523, 548, 552, 553, 570,  580, 581,  593,  594,  614, 

647, 694,  701,  703,  704,  708,  711,  716,  722,  730,  733,  769,  788,  790,  803,  814 
Operations  off 

Atchafalaya  Bay,  Louisiana .  687,  688  698 

Galveston,  Tex .  631  632 

Huron,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  4,18,28,39,55 

Orders  for  movements .  794 

Hydrangea,  Lb  S.  S.  Mentioned .  4, 17,  27,  38,  54,  57  125 

154, 170,  211, 245,  281, 293,  304, 317,  327,  332, 333,  341,’ 345,  349, 35l|  353 

Hynds,  John.  Mentioned .  489 

Iamco,  Ship.  Mentioned .  536 

Ida,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  474  479 

Illinois  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry— Regiments:  14th,  213,215;  15th,  127,361. 

Infantry — Regiments:  24th,  190. 

Inagua,  Bahama  Islands,  TJ.  S.  consul  at.  Mentioned _  338 

Ingraham,  Duncan  N. 

Mentioned . 

Report  of  guns  available  for  defense  of  Mobile,  Ala . 836 

Ingraham,  John  H.  Mentioned...  . 

Iris,  U.  S.  S.  484 

Mentioned .  4, 18, 28,  33, 38, 54, 125, 155, 170,  211, 238,  239, 

245,  263,  281, 293,  304,  317, 323,  327,  332,  341,  345-348,  350,  367,  370,  374 
Orders  for  movements . 
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Ironclads,  Confederate.  Page 

Comparison  of  . . .  336 

Description  of .  23 

Ironclads,  Union. 

Care  of .  12,182 

Condition  of .  12, 151 

Number  and  condition  of,  off  Charleston,  S.  C .  434 

Iroquois,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  700 

Isondiga,  C.  S.  S.  . 

Destruction  of,  December  21,  1865 .  484, 489, 496, 497 

Mentioned .  459, 468, 469, 472,  485, 487, 489-491,  493,  499 

Orders  for  movements . .  481, 482 

Itasca,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  790 

Ivy,  C.  S.  S. 

Attack  upon  Federal  vessels  at  Head  of  Passes,  Mississippi  River. 

October  9,  1861  .  699,  700 

October  12,  1861.  See  Mississippi  River. 

Mentioned .  571,  572, 657,  683,  697,  706,  715,  716,  724,  725,  727-729,  820 

Operations  in  Mississippi  River .  846 

J.  Appleton,  Schooner. 

Loss  of .  666-668 

Mentioned .  548,598 

J.  C.  Kuhn,  U.  S.  bark. 

Mentioned .  633,  680,  694,  713,  714,  719,  722,  725,  769 

Movements  of .  665 

J.  M.  Daniels,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  820 

J.  M.  Whann,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  820,828 

J.  P.  Whitney,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  820 

J.  W.  Spencer,  brig.  Mentioned .  46 

Jackson,*  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  728,822 

Jackson,  Master.  Mentioned .  271 

Jackson,  Fort.  See  Fort  Jackson. 

James  Adger,  U.  S.  S. 

Blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  C .  11,  31,  59, 116, 117 

Mentioned .  3,  8-11, 18,  27, 38,  54, 58, 

63,  97,  99, 102, 114, 119, 125, 154, 169,  211,  237,  244,  281,  292,  303,  318,  321 

Orders  for  movements .  35 

James  Island,  South  Carolina.  Operations  against.  See  Stono  and  Folly 
rivers. 

James  L.  Day,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  725,820 

James  Maxwell,  American  bark.  Mentioned .  642 

James  S.  Chambers,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Bowers,  William  L.,  appointed  to  command .  155 

Mentioned.  154, 170,  21 1, 239,  245,  281,  292,  303, 317,  327,  332,  341,  345,  349, 351-353 
Operations  in  Bull’s  Bay,  S.  C .  269 

James,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with  M.  M.  Gray .  419 

Mentioned .  420 

Janney  (?),  Captain.  Mentioned .  858 

Jason,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  562,563,603,611 

Jeff  Davis,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  474 

Jeffery,  Richard  W.  Mentioned .  489 

Jenks,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  59 


*  Formerly  the  Yankee. 
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Jerry  Angel,  Sloop.  Mentioned .  27 

Jesus,  Manuel  de.  Mentioned .  97, 102 

Jolin  Adams,  U.  S.  ship. 

Blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  C .  115, 119, 139 

Mentioned .  3,  9, 10, 15, 17, 26, 27, 30,  33, 36,  38, 46, 

54,58,60,  66,  112,  114,  125,  132,  138,  154,  169,  178,  188,  211,  230,  244, 
258,  281,  290,  292,  303,  315,  317,  326,  331,  340,  345,  346,  349,  351,  353,  403 

Phinney,  Alvin,  appointed  to  command .  150 

John  E.  Carr,  Confederate  steamer. 

Charter  of .  ggg 

Mentioned .  858-864,866-868,869 

Orders  for  movements . . .  85g 

John  Fraser,  Ship.  Mentioned . . .  604  645 

John  Griffith,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner. 

Mentioned .  3)  yj  27,  38,  54  126 

141, 149, 155, 170,  211,  245,  281,  292,  304,  317,  327,  332,  341,  345,  349,  352 

Orders  for  movements . . .  128  134 

John  N.  Genin,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  696,  700,  705,  707,  719,  725,  740 

Johnson,  Andrew  W. 

Correspondence  with  E.  A.  Kozlay .  181 

Mentioned .  53, 131, 142, 171, 204, 

212,231-236,246,251,282,293,304,313,318,328,333,  341,  346,  495,  510 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron  and  appointed  to  command 

U.  S.  S.  Wissahickon .  11« 

Reports  of. 

Stono  and  Folly  rivers.  Operations  in,  February  9-14,  1865 .  233,236 

Stono  River,  S.  C.  Operations  in  vicinity  of .  203  207 

Water  Witch,  Prize  steamer.  Removal  of  machinery  and  battery 

from,  by  Confederates .  '  g4 

Johnson,  D.  G.  Mentioned .  .  5o 

J ohnson,  Henry  L.  Mentioned . . . . . .  54g 

Johnson,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  17g 

Johnson,  Joseph  S.  Mentioned . _  "  '  . . 

Johnson,  William.  Mentioned . .  348 

J  ohnson,  Moke  &  Co.  Mentioned .  .  768 

Johnston,  Joseph  E.  Mentioned . 319  324  373 

Johnston,  Oscar  F.  Mentioned .  ’  ’ 

J  ones,  Commodore.  See  Commodore  Jones ,  U.  S.  S. 

Jones,  Charles  D.  Mentioned .  8^9 

Jones,  Joseph  E. 

tIenti0nefd . - .  169,211,244,252,321 

Report  of  blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  C .  94fl 

Jones,  Paul,  See  Paul  Jones,  U.  S.  S. 

Jones,  Samuel. 

Mentioned .  123,132,309-311  . 

Special  order . 

Jonquil,  U.  S.  S.  464 

Captures  made  by . 

Mentioned .  . .  3, 17,  27,  38, 54, 126, 128, 154, 170,  211,  245, 254, 281,  293  296° 

30l,  304,  317, 327,  332,  341,  345,  349,  351,  371,  376,  377, 405, 407, 413, 414 

Operations  111  Cooper  River,  South  Carolina . ....  297  998 

Operations  in  Wando  River,  South  Carolina .  ’  2qq 

Removal  of  obstructions,  Charleston  Harbor . ^  '  407  408 
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Jordan, - .  Mentioned .  743 

Jordan,  Marshall  P.  Mentioned .  52g 

Jordan,  Thomas.  Correspondence  with  M.  M.  Gray .  421  423 

Joseph,  Frank.  Mentioned .  201 

Joseph  H.  Toone,  Schooner. 

CaPture  of .  738,  739 


Jouett,  James  E. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  Eagle .  756 


Report  of  capture  of  C.  S.  privateer  schooner  Royal  Yacht,  off  Galves¬ 
ton,  Tex.,  November  7-8,  1861 . . .  757 

Joy,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  86  102 

Joyce,  Robert.  Mentioned . 96 

Judah,  Confederate  privateer  schooner. 

Destruction  of,  at  Pensacola  navy  yard,  September  14,  1861. 

Casualties .  672 

Commendatory  letter  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S . . .  674 

Commendatory  order  of  William  Mervine  .  674 

Reports  of 

Bailey,  T . 675 

Bragg,  Braxton . . .  675 

Brown,  Harvey .  673 

Horner,  G.  R.  B .  672 

Mervine,  William .  6^0 

Mentioned .  752 

Julia,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  26 

Julia,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  December  23, 1864 .  143-145 

Mentioned .  65 

Juniata,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 183,197,211,238, 

245,  263,  281,  288,  291,  293,  304,  317,  327,  332,  341,  345,  346,  350,  365,  367 

Junius  Beebe,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  820,828 

Kauffmann,  J.  Correspondence  with  James  Alden .  605,606 

Keating,  John.  Mentioned .  97,102 

Keating,  Peter.  Mentioned .  672 

Keim,  Charles  W.  Mentioned .  458,  480,  487,  493 

Keiniston,  Samuel.  Mentioned . 179 

Kelley,  John.  Mentioned .  844 

Kellon,  Robert.  Mentioned .  97;  102 

Kelly,  Charles.  Mentioned .  246 

Kelly,  John  L.  Mentioned .  334 

Kelly,  William  W.  J.  Mentioned .  479, 489 

Kelsey,  Master. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  858 

Mentioned .  859 

Kemmerer,  Edgar.  Mentioned .  86,  97, 102 

Kemp,  Jacob.  Mentioned .  113,240 

Kempton,  Zacheus. 

Mentioned .  112, 171,  212,  246,  282,  293,  304, 318,  327, 333, 341, 595,  732 

Report  of  operations  in  Satilla  River,  Georgia .  16 
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Kennard,  Joel  S.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Hardee,  W.  J .  489 

Hunter,  W.  W .  464, 465,  467,  472, 480, 499, 500, 501, 505,  506,  513, 516 

Mentioned . .  459, 485,  511,  513-515 

Report  of  operations  in  vicinity  of  Savannah,  Ga .  464,468 

Kennedy,  James.  Mentioned .  277 

Kennedy,  Stephen  D.  Mentioned .  670, 672 

Kennison,  William  W.  Mentioned .  72,110,111,171,212,246,282 

Keokuk,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  411, 438, 439, 455 

Keyes,  Dick.  See  Dick  Keyes,  Confederate  steamer. 

Keystone  State,  IT.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  184,  365, 596,  633 

Orders  for  movements .  183,  586 

Key  West,  Fla. 

Blockade  of. 

Communications  from 

French,  William  H .  541,542 

Mervine,  William .  542,  549 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Craven,  T.  Augs .  634 

Mervine,  William .  546, 644 

Reports  of 

Craven,  T.  Augs . 634 

Mervine,  William .  530,541,545,547 

See  also  Telegraph,  British  schooner.  Seizure  of. 

Captures  made  off .  547 

Designated  headquarters  of  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  807 

Kieman,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  86, 96 

Kiernan,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  86, 96 

Kiersted,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned .  388 

Kilham,  Louisa.  See  Louisa  Kilham,  American  bark. 

Kimball,  George. 

Mentioned .  590,  614 

Report  of  proposed  clearing  of  Passes  at  mouth  of  Mississippi  River .  590 

King,  Frederick  T.  Mentioned .  148, 

161, 171, 212,  246,  282,  293,  304,  318, 328,  333,  346 

King,  Hugh.  Mentioned .  194 

King,  James.  Mentioned .  229 

King,  Thomas  B.  Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  844 

King,  Thomas  B.,  et  al.  Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  842 

King,  William  R.  See  William  R.  King,  Schooner. 

Kingfisher,  U.  S.  bark. 

Mentioned .  4, 18,  28,  39, 55,  752,  769,  795 

Orders  for  movements .  696 

Kingsland,  Mary.  See  Mary  Kingsland,  Confederate  steamer. 

Kirk,  Manning  J.  Mentioned .  8, 484 

Kittering,  Henry.  Mentioned .  78,  86 

Knapp,  Philip.  Mentioned .  85,96,99,102 

Knapp,  William.  Mentioned . ; .  234, 235,  318, 327, 332, 341,  345 

Knox,  Samuel  R. 

Correspondence  with  James  Alden .  595 

Mentioned .  597 

Kooken,  J ohn  R.  See  Trinidad,  West  Indies,  U.  S.  consul  at. 
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Page. 

Kozlay,  Eugene  A.  Correspondence  with  A.  W.  Johnson .  181 

Krenson  &  Hawkes.  Mentioned .  502 

Kuhn,  J.  C.  See  J.  C.  Kuhn,  TJ.  S.  bark. 

Kuhn,  J.  C.  Correspondence  with  James  Alden .  605,606 

Kurtz,  J.  D.  Report  of  fortifications  on  shores  of  Gulf  of  Mexico .  763 

L.  Millandon,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned . ■ .  820,828 

Labatut,  P.  O.  Mentioned .  558 

Laburnum,  TJ.  S.  S. 

Blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  C .  246 

Mentioned .  4,  7, 9, 11, 17,  27,  31,  35, 38, 54, 

125,  154,  170,  211,  245,  264,  281,  293,  304,  317,  327, 332,  341,  345,  349,  351 

Removal  of  obstructions,  Charleston  Harbor .  407 

Labuzan,  A.  S.  Mentioned .  849,869 

Lachlison, - .  Mentioned .  159 

Lacorich,  M.  Mentioned .  558 

Lady.  See  Lady  Davis,  Prize  steamer. 

Lady  Davis,  Prize  steamer. 

Assigned  to  Light-House  Board .  344 

Mentioned . . .  320,  327,  332,  337,  341,  345 

Lafferty,  H.  Mentioned .  617 

Lake  Borgne,  La.  Defenses  of .  763 

Lamb,  Colonel.  See  Colonel  Lamb,  Steamer. 

Lambert,  Henry  S.  Mentioned .  759,817 

Lamphere,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  671,673 

Landis,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  820 

Lapine,  Henry.  Mentioned .  817 

Larkin,  John.  Mentioned .  179 

Larkspur,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  3, 17, 

28,  39, 55, 126, 154, 170,  211, 245,  281, 293, 304,  318,  327,  332,  341,  345,  350 

Orders  for  movements .  121, 128 

Latham,  "William  H.  Mentioned .  545 

Laughlin,  J ohn  M.  Mentioned .  548 

Lavoisier,  French  steamer.  Mentioned .  693,694,753,846,847 

Law,  George  E.  Mentioned .  765, 807 

Lawless,  Iy.  Mentioned . 575 

Lawless,  J.  Mentioned .  859, 867 

Lawson,  Andrew.  Mentioned .  179 

Lawton,  Theodore  E. 

Correspondence  with  William  Reynolds .  328 

Mentioned .  53 

Leach,  Abraham.  Mentioned .  Ill 

Leach,  Franklin  S. 

Mentioned . .  170, 192,"  193, 198-200 

Report  of  capture  of  sloop  Coquette,  January  26,  1865  .  200 

Leadbetter,  Danville.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  837 

j^00  Charles  • 

Mentioned .  10, 117, 171, 212,  246,  282, 293,  304,  318, 328,  333,  341 

Report  of  blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  C .  8 

Lee,  David. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren .  93, 257 

Mentioned .  170,  211,  245, 281, 292, 303, 317,  327 

Lee,  Francis  D.  Mentioned .  413 
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Lee,  John  T.  'Page. 

Mentioned .  197 

Report  of  court  of  enquiry,  loss  of  U.  S.  S.  Dai  Ching .  198 

Lee,  Robert  E.  See  Robert  E.  Lee,  Army  transport. 

Lee,  Robert  E.  Mentioned .  324,  373 

Lee,  Robert  G. 

Mentioned . 694 

Report  of  movements  of  U.  S.  ship  J.  C.  Kuhn .  665 

Lee,  Sidney  Smith. 

Correspondence  with 

Hunter,  W.  W .  455,481,494-496,498,501,506-508,511,512 

Tattnali,  Josiah .  502 

Mentioned .  458,  462, 481, 492, 494,  506, 512 

Leesburg,  Steamer.  Mentioned . .  506,  513, 515 

Lefebre,  D.  L.,  Dr.  Mentioned .  739 

Leggett,  Mortimer  D.  Mentioned .  141 

Lehigh,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  5 

Mentioned .  3, 17, 28,  39, 42,  55, 115, 116, 125, 153, 154, 169, 170, 

173, 174, 176, 177, 179, 211,  242,  245,  248,  263,  281,  291,  311,  366-368,  455 

Operations  in  Stono  River,  S.  C .  230-237,  251 

Leighton,  G.  F.  B.  Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren .  275 

Lenapee,  U.  S.  S.  Orders  for  movements .  148 

Lenthall,  John.  Correspondence  with  John  A.  Dahlgren .  120 

Lenupi,  Edward.  Mentioned .  558 

Leonard,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  699 

Leslie,  Norman.  Mentioned .  817 

Let  Her  Be,*  Steamer.  Mentioned .  64 

Lewis,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  166,167 

Lewis,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  May  7,  1861  .  820 

Lewis,  Henry.  See  Henry  Lewis,  Steamer. 

Lewis,  Robert  F.  R. 

Appointed  to  command  in  Tybee  Roads .  53 

Mentioned .  30, 170, 172, 211,  245,  281, 293,  304,  31S,  327,  332,  341 

Lewis,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  725,739 

Lightning,  U.  S.  tender.  Mentioned .  4,17,28,39,54, 

126, 155, 170,  211,  245,  281,  293,  304,  318,  327,  332,  341,  344,  345,  349,  352 

Lilly,  Launch.  Mentioned .  257 

Lincoln,  Abraham.  See  President,  U.  S. 

Lincoln,  George  C.  Mentioned .  gg  gg 

Lining,  Charles  E.  Mentioned .  5g3 

Lippman, - .  Mentioned .  159 

Little  Ogeechee  River,  Georgia.  Operations  in. 

Orders  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  298 

Report  of  L.  G.  Emerson . 217 

Liverpool,  TJ.  S.  vice-consul  at. 

Correspondence  with  U.  S.  minister  to  Great  Britain .  g04 

.  Mentioned . 603,  642 

Livingston,  Fort.  See  Fort  Livingston. 

Lodona,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  3, 17,  27, 38, 54, 126, 155, 170,  211,  245, 281,  293,  304,  318 

Operations  in  Sapelo  Sound,  Georgia .  994 


*  Known  also  as  Chicora. 
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Lodona,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page 

Orders  for  movements . . . 

Swann,  R.  P. ,  appointed  to  command .  37 

London,  England,  TJ.  S.  consul  at.  Mentioned .  568,591 

Loper,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with  L.  Rousseau . 827 

Report  of  examination  of  vessels  at  New  Orleans,  La  . . .  828 

Loper,  R.  F.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  555 

Loring,  Albert.  Mentioned .  194 

Louisa,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  July  4,  1861 .  575-577 

Louisa  Kilham,  Bark.  Mentioned .  601 

Louisiana,  Governor  of.  Mentioned .  582,  821 

Louisiana  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery— (Not  designated),  582,  583. 


Infantry— Regiments:  1st  Regulars,  768,784;  4th  Regulars  ( Barrow’s ), 


582,  821. 

Lovell,  Mansfield. 

Correspondence  with  Myers,  A.  L .  811 

Mentioned .  841 

Luce,  Stephen  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A .  168,  321 

Davis,  Jefferson  C .  222 

Green,  J.  F .  26 

Grover,  C .  222 

Sherfy,  J.  W .  52 

Mentioned . 11,46, 

50,  62,  63,  73,  110,  170,  189,  211,  245,  282,  285,  293,  304,  318,  327,  328,  332 
Reports  of. 

Amazon,  Steamer.  Seizure  of,  March  2,  1865  .  284, 285 

Pontiac,  U.  S.  S.  Casualties  on,  resulting  from  explosion  of  shell  fired 

from  Battery  Marshall. .  51 

Savannah,  Ga.  Operation  in  vicinity  of . 207,222 

Lutz,  Christopher.  Mentioned .  97, 99, 102 

Lyman  Dudley,  Sloop.  Capture  of .  845, 846 

Lynch,  Dominick.  Correspondence  with  Henry  A.  Wise .  202 

Lynch,  Edward.  Mentioned .  52 

Lynch,  Henry.  Mentioned .  297,  298 

Lynch,  Michael.  Mentioned .  86,97 

Lynch,  William  F.  Mentioned .  425,429,838 

Lynn,  Arthur  T.  See  Galveston,  Tex.,  British  consul  at. 

Lyons, - .  Mentioned .  659 

Lyons,  Lord.  See  British  minister  to  the  United  States. 

Mab,  Queen.  See  Queen  Mob,  Steamer. 

McAdam,  Sidney  H. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  456 

Mentioned .  461, 467, 472, 473, 482, 483 

Macao,  American  bark.  Mentioned .  662 

McCalla,  Robert.  Mentioned .  460, 484 

McCaffery,  Michael.  Mentioned .  179 

McCanfield,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  July  4,  1861  .  575-577 

McCarrick,  James  W. 

Appointed  to  command  Shell  Bluff  battery,  Savannah  River .  501 

Mentioned .  486,488,497,504 


924 


INDEX. 


McCarrick,  James  W. — Continued.  Page. 

Relieved  of  command  of  Shell  Bluff  battery .  511 

Reports  of  cooperation  of  C.  S.  Navy  with  military  forces  at  Shell  Bluff  bat¬ 
tery .  503,509 

McCart,  Joseph.  Mentioned . ^ . .  118 

McCarty,  John.  Mentioned . . .  179 

McClellan,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  534, 

564,  701-705,  707,  709,  710,  711,  716,  722,  723,  725,  728,  729,  735,  737 

McClosky,  Thomas  O.  Mentioned .  485, 492,  496 

McClure,  Robert.  Mentioned .  99 

McClurg,  Alexander  C.  Mentioned .  222 

McCook,  Roderick  S.  Mentioned .  253 

McDaniel,  J.  S. 

Correspondence  with  M.  M.  Gray . .  426 

Mentioned .  427 

McDaniel,  John.  Mentioned .  52 

McDonald,  Bethney  F.  Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  513-515 

McDonald,  Donald.  Mentioned .  493 

McDonald,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  86,  97 

McDonald,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  166 

McDonough,  Commodore.  See  Commodore  McDonough,  U.  S'.  S. 

McDonough,  John.  Mentioned . 52 

Macedonian,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned . 593,633,648 

McFadden,  William  J.  Mentioned .  144 

McFarland,  Walter. 

Mentioned .  657,  676,  682,  683,  696,  737 

Report  of  reconnoissance  for  purpose  of  establishing  a  battery  at  Head  of 

Passes,  Mississippi  River .  683;  697 

McGenity,  Peter.  Mentioned . 344 

McGinley,  John.  Mentioned . . .  180 

McGlensey,  John  F.  Mentioned .  63  73 

McGowan,  John,  jr.  Mentioned. .  240 

McGowen,  Hugh.  Mentioned .  479 

McGrath,  J.  W.  Mentioned .  493 

McGregg,  Hugh.  Mentioned .  755 

McGregor,  Charles.  Mentioned .  240 

Machias,  Brig.  Mentioned . .  00i 

Mackay,  Dr.  Mentioned . .  372 

McKean,  William  W. 

Appointed  to  command  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron . .  660  661 

Assumes  command  of  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  ’  684 

Correspondence  with 

Alden,  James .  732,  733,  738,  807,  816 

Bailey,  T .  694 

Brown,  Harvey ....  550-555,  702,  735,  736,  766,  768,  779,  780,  796,  800,  801,  819 

Craven,  TA . - .  601 

De  Krafft,  J.  C.  P.,  et  al .  779 

Eagle,  Henry .  733,  749j  755)  756j  *68  812 

®llisof’R  B .  777,778,791 

French,  H . .  697,  712j  790 

French,  William  H .  59<, 

Guest,  John,  et  al . 

Handy ,  Robert ....  — - - - - -  709  721 

Havana,  U.  S.  consul-general  at .  ’579 
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McKean,  William  W. — Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

McFarland,  Walter . 

Marcy,  Samuel . 

Mississippi,  U.  S.  S.,  crew  of 


Navy  Department,  U.  S .  590,  659, 662,  674, 679 

689,  696,  737,  745,  747,  751,  753,  754,  758,  762,  764,  789,  790,  802,  807,  818 

Phelps,  J.  W .  805,806 

Pope,  John .  682,  689,  696,  699,  703,  709,  722,  730,  731 

Porter,  D.  D .  750 

Powell,  L.  M .  740,  741,  764,  767,  788,  813 

Price,  Cicero .  g9g 

Selfridge,  T.  0 .  810 

Shaw,  T.  D .  770,  808, 810,  817 

Smith,  M .  677,  743,  774,  787,  792,  793,  803,  804, 806,  817, 818 

Spotts,  J.  H .  799 

Winslow^  Francis .  744 

General  order .  75g 

Mentioned .  528, 534, 539, 540, 563, 570, 578, 


589,  612,  615,  638,  644,  648,  655,  660,  680,  685,  717,  757,  781,  782,  791,  798 


Reports  of. 

Edward  Barnard,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  October  16,  1861 .  732 

Empress  and  Cornucopia.  Cases  of .  814 

Ethan  Allen,  U.  S.  bark.  Movements  of .  766 

Ezilda  and  Joseph  H.  Toone,  Schooners.  Capture  of .  738 


Fort  McRee,  Fla.  Combined  attack  upon,  November  22  and  23, 


1861 


775-777 


Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Condition  and  needs  of .  73; 

Disposition  of  vessels .  769,  773, 803 

General  affairs  of .  690-693,  700-702,  752,  771-773,  805 

Horn  Island  Pass,  Mississippi  Sound.  Engagement  between  U.  S.  S. 
Montgomery  and  Confederate  steamers  Florida  and  Pamlico, 

December  4,  1861 .  808 

Mississippi  River. 

Attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  at  Head  of  Passes,  by 

C.  S.  S.  Ivy,  October  9,  1861  .  700 

Attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  at  Head  of  Passes,  by 

C.  S.  vessels,  October  12,  1861 .  703,  705-708,  718 

Blockade  of .  656,  691, 692 

Establishment  of  battery  at  Head  of  Passes .  737 

Mississippi  Sound.  Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts  and 

Confederate  steamer  Florida  in,  October  19,  1861 .  739 

Niagara,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  614 

Pensacola  navy  yard.  Proposed  attack  upon .  735 

Perthshire,  British  ship.  Seizure  of,  June  9,  1861 . .  535 

Powhatan,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  750 

Prizes.  Disposition  of  cargoes  of .  802 

Richmond,  U.  S.  S.  Transfer  of  command  of .  748 

Ship  Island,  Miss.  Delay  in  proceeding  to .  814 

Soldiers.  Dispatching  north  sick  and  wounded .  804 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Search  for .  599 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Search  for,  and  captures  made  by .  579 

Special  orders .  788, 818 
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McKendry,  William.  Mentioned .  193 

McLaughlin,  Augustus.  Mentioned .  838,839 

McLaughlin,  James.  Mentioned . .  52 

McLaws,  Lafayette. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  455,462,463 

Mentioned .  456,  457, 464, 473 

Maclin,  Sackfield.  Mentioned . .  847 

McMahon,  M.  V.  Mentioned .  863,  865 

McManner,  T.  Mentioned .  246 

McMurr ay,  William.  Mentioned... .  97,102 

McNally,  John.  Mentioned .  348 

McNeil,  Thomas.  Correspondence  with  M.  M.  Gray . . .  421 

Macomb,  David  B.  Mentioned .  254 

Macon,  C.  S.  S. 

Condition  of . . .  495, 496,  498 

Mentioned .  189,  208, 492, 494-513,  516 

Operations  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  vicinity .  464, 

468,  470, 471,  477,  478,  480, 481,  485-188,  489,  498,  499 

Orders  for  movements . .  464,  465,  467,  471,  472,  480,  481,  499,  501 

Macon,  Ga. ,  Mayor  of.  Mentioned .  159 

McRae,*  C.  S.  S. 

Attack  upon  Federal  vessels  at  Head  of  Passes,  Mississippi  River,  October 
12,  1861.  See  Mississippi  River. 

Mentioned .  534,  563,  583,  632,  649,  658,  714,  716,  726-728 

McRae,  Colin  J.  Correspondence  with  Joseph  E.  Murrell .  843 

Macra,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  180 

McRitchie,  David  G.  Mentioned .  327,  333, 341 

McUchem,  D.,  Rev.  Mentioned .  264 

Macusker,  E.  N.  Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren . .  275 

Madgie,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  4, 18,  28,  39, 55 

Madigan,  John. 

Mentioned .  30, 143 

Report  of  destruction  of  sloop  near  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C.,  November  5, 

1864  .  42 

Magaw,  Samuel.  Mentioned . 148 

Magnolia  Bend,  S.  C.  Operations  at.  Report  of  F.  M.  Montell .  260 

Magone,  Edmund  A.  Mentioned .  226 

Mahan,  Alfred  T. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Potomska .  48 

Mentioned .  64  239 

Mahaska,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  4,18,28,39  55 

Mahe,  George  J.  Mentioned . 81t>  816 

Mahopac,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  183, 211, 245,  258,  262,  281,  286,  291,  311,  365,  367 

Orders  for  movements .  266  287 

Protection  of,  against  torpedoes . 132 

Mail,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned .  344  349  352 

Mallard,  William  H. 


Report  of  engagement  with  Confederate  batteries  on  Togodo  Creek,  S.  C., 

February  9,  1865  . .  ’  228 


*  Formerly  Marquis  de  la  Habana. 


INDEX. 


927 


Tage. 

Mallon,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  97  102 

Mallory,  Private,  Mentioned .  85 

Mallory,  Stephen  R.  Mentioned  as  United  States  Senator,  639.  See  also 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  C.  S. 

Maloney,  Mr.  Mentioned .  297 

Maloney,  Michael.  Mentioned .  96  p)2 

Malvern,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  ;;53j  354  355 

Mamere, - .  Mentioned .  369 

Manassas,  C.  S.  ram. 

Attack  upon  Federal  vessels  at  Head  of  Passes,  Mississippi  River,  October 
12,  1861.  See  Mississippi  River. 

Description  of .  746;  747 

Mentioned .  711,  726-729,  730a,  747 

Manderson,  Andrew.  See  Andrew  Manderson ,  Barkentine. 

Mangham,  George.  See  Georye  Mangham,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Manhattan,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  455 

Manley,  Henry  De  H.  Mentioned . 249,548 

Manner,  Edward.  Mentioned . 1 .  246 

Manning,  Edward  W.  Mentioned .  460 

Manning,  John.  Mentioned . 180 

Manston,  Richard.  Mentioned . 784 

Maple  Leaf,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  310,386 

Marblehead,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  4,18,28,39,55 

Marcy,  Peter.  See  Peter  Marcy,  American  ship. 

Marcy,  Samuel. 

Mentioned .  706,805 

Report  of  capture  of  British  bark  Empress .  794 

Marion,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  386, 402,  412 

Marion,  U.  S.  ship. 

Mentioned .  533,  561, 667,  678,  697,  698,  701,  734,  769 

Movements  of . 655 

Orders  for  movements .  541 

Marquis  de  la  Habana.  See  McRae,  C.  S.  S. 

Marshall,  Battery.  See  Battery  Marshall,  South  Carolina. 

Marshall,  Major.  Mentioned .  826 

Marshall,  G.  Mentioned .  575 

Martin,  Elias  G.  Mentioned .  171 , 212,  246,  282,  293,  304,  318,  327,  333,  341,  345 

Martin,  John.  Mentioned .  739 

Marvin,  William.  Mentioned .  548, 560 

Mary,  Bark.  Mentioned .  536 

Mary,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned .  118 

Mary  Bowers,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  8,  34, 37 

Mary  Gray,  Boat.  Mentioned .  422 

Mary  Hill,  Confederate  steamer. 

Charter  of .  867 

Mentioned . . .  859,  860,  867-869 

Mary  Kingsland,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned . - .  820 

Mary  Sanford,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . .  4, 17,  27,  39,  41,  54, 112, 

125, 138, 154, 171, 212,  246,  282,  293,  304,  318,  327,  329,  333,  341,  342,  346 

Operations  in  St.  Simon’s  Sound  and  vicinity .  15, 16 

Mason,  Pilot .  730a 

Mason,  C.  M.  Mentioned .  849 

N  W  R— YOL  16 - 59 
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Mason,  John.  Mentioned .  180 

Massachusetts,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by . . .  560, 563, 615 

Engagement  with 

Confederate  batteries  on  Ship  Island,  Mississippi  Sound,  July  9, 

1861 .  580-583 

Confederate  steamer  Florida  in  Mississippi  Sound,  October  19,  1861. 

See  Mississippi  Sound. 

Mentioned .  178,202,271, 

284,  309,  313,  346,  523-525,  530,  566,  567,  569,  594,  612,  614,  632-634,  637, 
656, 692,  698,  701,  739-744,  752,  765,  769,  772,  788,  802-804,  809,  810,  819 

Operations  in  Mississippi  Sound .  602, 

615-617,  632,  649,  670,  677-679,  774,  792,  793,  803,  817 

Orders  for  movements .  806,  787 

Seizure  of  British  ship  Perthshire,  June  9,  1861 .  534-540 

Striking  of  torpedo  by,  Charleston  Harbor,  March  19,  1865 .  296,  297,  385 

Massachusetts  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  4th,  224. 

Infantry — Regiments:  55th  (Colored),  72. 

Massie,  Josiah  C.  Mentioned .  865 

Matagorda,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned . 820 

Mathewes,  John  Fraser.  Mentioned . 412 

Matthews,  Captain.  Mentioned .  374 

Matthews,  E.  Orville. 

Mentioned .  48, 63,  64,  68,  72, 

76,  80,  85,  87,  88,  93,  99, 104, 105, 107, 109-111, 172, 250,  335,  336,  348,  388 

Reports  of. 

Battery  White,  S.  C.  Armament  of .  278 

State  of  Georgia,  U.  S.  S.  Arrival  of,  at  Fortress  Monroe,  Ya .  249 

Statement  regarding  obstructions  in  Charleston  Harbor .  410,  411 

Mattie,  Sailboat.  Mentioned .  862 

Maury,  Dabney  H. 

Correspondence  with  M.  M.  Gray .  427 

Mentioned . .  _  425 

Maury,  Henry.  Mentioned .  813 

Maxwell,  James.  See  James  Maxwell ,  American  bark. 

May,  Robert  L. 

Mentioned .  689^691 

Report  of  injuries  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  Richmond  in  attack  upon  Fort 

McRee,  Fla .  779 

Maynard,  L.  Mentioned .  575 

Mayo,  William  K.  Mentioned .  170,172,211  245  281 

Meade,  George  G.  Mentioned .  599 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C.  Mentioned .  148  492 

Memphis,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  3, 17,  27,  38, 48,  54, 55,  86, 97,  111,  125, 154, 170,  211,  245,  311 

Orders  for  movements .  214 

Menard,  Medard.  Mentioned . . .  849,  861,  865,  867-869 

Mercedita,  U.  S.  S.  Orders  for  movements .  807 

Merchant,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  HI 

Merrill,  H.  M.  Mentioned .  449 

Merrill,  Jesse.  Correspondence  with  William  Reynolds .  333 

Merrimac,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 237 
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Merrimack,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  23, 435 

Mervine,  William. 

Appointed  to  command  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  519, 520, 522 

Correspondence  with 

Alden,  James .  576, 578,  588, 597,  607-609,  645, 665 

Ball,  William  H . . .  655 

Breese,  Samuel  L . . . _ .  591 

Craven,  T.  Augustus .  634 

Eagle,  Henry .  617, 637,  638 

Ellison,  F.  B .  603,646,667-669 

French,  William  H . 541-543 

Gibson,  AleS . 570 

Horner,  G.  R.  B . . 672 

Howe,  Charles . . .  549,  799 

Kimball,  George .  590 

Lee,  Robert  G .  665 

McKean,  William  W .  535,  599,  614,  656 

Navy  Department,  U.  S. . . .  521-527, 529, 550, 555, 556, 561, 564, 568, 570,  574, 
575,  580,  583,  587,  591-593,  596,  603,  613,  614,  618,  632,  635,  642-644,  659 

Poor,  C.  H._ .  562,602,657 

Pope,  John . 1 .  664,675 

Price,  Cicero . 1 . . . . .  612, 641,  687 

Selfridge,  Thomas  0  .  647,  676 

Shaw,  T.  Darrah .  531,  546 

Smith,  Melancton .  535,  560,  581,  602,  615, 616, 632, 649, 670 

Strong,  J.  H .  584 

Declaration  of  blockade  of  Apalachicola,  Fla .  532 

Departure  of,  from  Boston,  Mass .  526 

Mentioned .  533, 540, 544,  557,  579, 586, 594, 605, 640, 650,  684, 692,  719,  751,  771 

Relieved  of  command  of  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  660,  685,  693,  695 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla.  Operations  at .  561, 574,  644,  662-664, 679, 685,  686 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Condition  and  needs  of .  565 

General  affairs  of . .  545,  561, 588,  593, 598, 610, 633,  638,  648, 666 

Judah,  Confederate  privateer  schooner.  Destruction  of,  September 

14,  1861  .  670-672 

Key  West,  Fla.  Blockade  of .  530, 541, 545, 447 

Mississippi,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of,  and  delayed  departure  from  Boston . . .  525 

Grounding  of,  off  Key  West,  Fla .  549 

Mississippi  River. 

Blockade  of .  655 

Proposed  clearing  of  Passes  at  mouth  of .  590 

Pensacola,  Fla.  Night  expedition  for  cutting  out  a  schooner  near  ...  610 

Ship  Island,  Miss. 

Delayed  operations  against . '  662 

Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts  and  Confederate  bat¬ 
teries  on,  July  9,  1861 .  580 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Escape  of,  from  Mississippi  River .  569 

Special  order  regarding  capture  and  destruction  Confederate  privateer 

schooner  Judah .  574 
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Metzger,  J.  B.  Mentioned . . .  189,  208 

Mexico,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  820,  828 

Mexico,  U.  S.  minister  to.  Mentioned . — .  530,818 

Meyers,  John.  Mentioned . . . - .  135 

Michaels,  A.  Mentioned .  604 

Michigan  Troops.  Mentioned.  Cavalry — Regiments:  5th,  333. 

Midnight,  U.  S.  bark.  Mentioned .  4,18,28,39,55,753,803,812 

Millandon,  L.  See  L.  Millandon,  Confederate  steamer. 

Milledgeville,  C.  S.  S. 

Destruction  of .  502 

Order  for  removal  of,  from  Savannah,  Ga . . .  468,  469 

Miller,  - -.  Mentioned . . .  860 

Miller,  Charles.  Mentioned .  86 

Miller,  Felix  G.  Mentioned .  458 

Miller,  J.  Dickinson.  Mentioned . 686 

Miller,  James.  Mentioned... . 179 

Miller,  William  H.  Mentioned . . 179 

Milliken,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  460 

Millis,  J.  G.  Mentioned . 159 

Mills,  Thomas  B. 

Mentioned .  459 

Relieved  of  command  of  C.  S.  S.  Sampson . . .  466 

Milton,  John.  See  Florida ,  Governor  of. 

Milwaukee,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . . .  386,432 

Miner,  Sanford  S.  Mentioned .  317,  327,  332,  341,  345 

Mingoe,  U.  S.  S. 

Blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  C .  31 

Casualties  to,  in  a  gale  off  Charleston,  S.  C .  34 

Mentioned. .  .3, 9, 11, 17,  27,  30,  35,  38, 55,  63, 65,  69,  71-73,  79, 85,  86, 91, 96,  99, 101- 
104, 110,  126, 155,  158, 168,  170, 186, 187, 205,  211, 219,  245, 262,  272, 273, 
277,281,284,293,304,  306,  318,  327,332,341,  342,  344,346,357,358,371 

Operations 

At  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  and  vicinity .  276,  294 

In  Pedee  River,  South  Carolina .  268 

In  Waccamaw  River,  South  Carolina . . .  299,  300 

Orders  for  movements .  81, 82, 261 

Minor,  George.  Mentioned .  836 

Minor,  H.  T. ,  jr.  Mentioned .  460 

Minho,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  354 

Minturn,  R.  B.  Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S .  643 

Miramon,  General.  See  General  Miramon,  Steamer. 

Mississippi,  U.  S.  S. 

Blockade  of 

Key  West,  Fla .  530,541-544,545,546,547-549 

Mobile,  Ala .  647,676 

Captures  made  by .  547  794-796 

Condition  of . ’525,810 

Correspondence  of  crew  of,  with  W.  W.  McKean .  770 

Mentioned _ _ _ _ _  523  529—532  554 

569,  580, 589,  594,  609,  639,  645,  649,  732,  748,  755,  764,  769,  770,  799,  805 

Movements  of .  526 

Operations  at  Fort  Pickens,  Pensacola  Harbor,  Fla . .  561, 565,  574 

Orders  for  movements .  522 
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Mississippi  City,  Miss.  Page. 

Confederate  troops  at . .  582 

Exchange  of  shots  between  U.  S.  S.  New  London  and  Confederate  steamers 
Pamlico  and  Oregon  off,  December  7,  1861. 

Abstract  log  of 

De  Soto,  U.  S.  S .  810 

Massachusetts,  U.  S.  S .  811 

New  London,  U.  S.  S .  811 

Extract  from  Richmond  Dispatch .  811 

Report  of  A.  L.  Myers . - .  811 

Mississippi  River. 

Blockade  of. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Alden,  James .  595 

Mervine,  William . . . - . - .  638 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . - .  527, 529,  587,  642 

Reports  of 

Fry,  Joseph .  846 

McKean,  W.  W .  656, 691, 692 

Mervine,  William .  569, 655 

Poor,  C.  H .  528,562,602,657 

Pope,  John . . .  675, 689,  730,  731 

Porter,  David  D .  533,563,571-573,602 

Captures  made  off .  690,  732,  738,  794-796 

Confederate  affairs  in.  Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  521 

Stellwagen,  H.  . .  521 

Escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter  from.  See  Sunnier ,  C.  S.  S. 

Head  of  Passes. 

Attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  at,  by  C.  S.  S.  Ivy,  Octobei 
9,  1861.  Reports  of 

McKean,  William  W . '60 

Pope,  John . ’  ®^9 

Attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  at,  by  Confederate  vessels. 


October  12,  1861. 

Abstract  log  of 

Nightingale,  U.  S.  ship . 

Vincennes,  U.  S.  ship . 

Water  Witch,  U.  S.  S . 

Communications  from 

Hollins,  G.  N . 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 

Congratulatory  letter  of  Navy  Department,  C.  S 

Extracts  from  newspapers . 

Injuries  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  Richmond . 

Order  of  John  Pope . 

Reports  of 

Duncan,  J.  K . 

French,  H . 

Handy,  Robert . . 

Hollins,  George  N . 

McKean,  W.  W . 


724 

723 

724 


.  730a 

.  753,  764 

.  730,730a 

.  725-730 

. 718,731 

.  . . .  712 

.  726,728 

.  712-714 

...  709,711,721 

.  727 

703,  705-708,  718 
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Mississippi  River — Continued.  Page. 

Head  of  Passes — Continued. 

Attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  at,  by  Confederate  vessels, 
October  12,  1861 — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Pope,  John .  703,  709-711,  717,  722 

Taylor,  James . 718 

Warley,  A.  F .  730a 

Winslow,  Francis . 714-716 

Statement  of 

Allen,  Nathaniel  P .  720 

Burrows,  William . 719 

Whoole,  Thomas . 720 

Wilcox,  D.  L . 717 

Establishment  of  battery  at. 

Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Vincennes .  696 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Mervine,  William .  664 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  596,  633,  648 

Reports  of 

McFarland,  Walter .  683  697 

McKean,  William  W .  685,  692,  700,  702,  737 

Mervine,  William .  598,648,656,685 

Poor,  C.  H .  657 

Pope,  John .  676,682,696 

Winslow,  F .  683 

Sketch  of .  635,637 

Operations  in. 

Act  of  Congress,  C.  S .  837 

Communication  from  D.  Leadbetter .  837 

Report  of  D.  E.  Twiggs .  826,  829,  837, 842 

See  also  New  Orleans ,  La. 

Proposed  attack  upon  blockading  fleet  in. 

Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  675  618 

President,  U.  S .  618 

Storer,  B . _ .  gyg 

Report  of  Melancton  Smith .  632 

Proposed  clearing  of  Passes  at  mouth  of .  599 

Sketch  of  Passes . ; .  635-637 

Mississippi  Sound. 


Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts  and  Confederate  steamer 
Florida  in,  October  19,  1861. 

Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts .  744 

Reports  of 

Hays,  Charles  W .  7^ 

McKean,  William  W . . .  739 

Powell,  L.  M . .'"74O-742 

Smith,  Melancton .  742-744 

Exchange  of  shots  between  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville  and  Confederate  schooner 

in.  Report  of  Cicero  Price . 613 

Operations  in. 

Orders  and  instructions  W.  W.  McKean .  788  789 
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Mississippi  Sound — Continued.  Page. 

Operations  in — Continued. 

Reports  of 

French,  II .  697 

Mervine,  William . 656 

Selfridge,  Thomas  0 . 647,676,677 

Smith,  Melancton .  615-617,  632,  649,  792, 803 

Twiggs,  D.  E .  827,  830,  833 

See  also  Horn  Island  Pass;  Mississippi  City,  Miss.;  Shi p  Island. 

Mitchell,  Benjamin. 

Mentioned .  211,  240,  245,  281,  292,  303,  317,  326,  332, 341, 345 

Report  of  removal  of  obstructions  from  harbor  of  Charleston,  S.  C .  379 

Mitchell,  Charles  F.  Mentioned .  170,211,245,281,293,304,318 

Mitchell,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  Eagle .  756,  682 

Mentioned . - .  755,  759 

Mix,  William  B.  Mentioned . .  254 

Mobile,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned . -  -  699,  816, 820,  831 

Mobile,  Ala. 

Blockade  of. 

Order  of  W.  W.  McKean .  788 

Reports  of 

Gibson,  Alex .  570 

Powell,  L.  M .  764,  813 

Price,  Cicero .  612 

Selfridge,  Thomas  0 . 647,676 

Captures  made  off .  767,  820 

Confederate  troops  at .  582 

Defense  of.  Report  of  D.  N.  Ingraham . - .  836 

Proposed  destruction  of  telegraph  line  from  New  Orleans,  La.,  to..  580,  616,  634 
Mohawk,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  547-549,  584 

Mentioned . 

18,  28,  39,  55,  522,  523,  526,  541,  545,  552,  553,  589,  593,  594,  615,  752,  769 

Operations  at  St.  Marks,  Fla .  584-586 

Mohican,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  183,  211,  245,  281,  288,  291 

Movements  of .  ^  2^2 

Orders  for  movements .  214,266,287 

Mollineaux,  James.  Mentioned . * .  294 

Molly  Myers,  Boat.  Mentioned .  I22 

Monadnock,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  253-2o5 

Mentioned  .  . .  183,187,211,245,281,286-288,291,311,337,365 

„  9Q  9 

Movements  of .  .  ^ 

Orders  for  movements .  2®6>  2(’6j  287 

Protection  of,  against  torpedoes .  162 

Monitor,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . ---- . 

Monitors,  Commanding  Officers  of.  Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A . 

Green,  Jos.  . . 

See  also  Ironclads. 

Monserrate,  Spanish  ship.  Mentioned .  843,844 


169 

33 
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Montauk,  U.  S.  >S.  I’age. 

Mentioned .  3, 13, 17,  27,  38, 54,  56, 124, 125, 

151, 153,  154, 170,  182, 187,  211,  245,  291,  311,  383,  387,  431,  435,  438,  455 
Movements  of . 268 

Montell,  F.  M. 

Mentioned .  48, 115, 170,  211,  245,  282,  293,  297,  304,  318,  327,  332,  341 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Blockade  of .  59 

Cooper  River,  S.  C.  Operations  in .  259,  260,  302,  346 


Montgomery,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  646 

Engagement  with  Confederate  steamers  Florida  and  Pamlico,  December  4, 

1861 .  See  Horn  Island  Pass.  . 

Mentioned . . .  523- 


525,  530,  532,  561,  594,  610,  648,  669,  769,  773,  787,  790,  804,  808-810,  816 


Movements  of .  817 

Operations  off  Apalachicola,  Fla . 544,546,770 

Orders  for  movements .  531 , 810 

Monticello,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . _• .  337 

Moore,  Bramley.  See  Bramley  Moore,  British  ship. 

Moore,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with  James  Alden .  577 

Mentioned .  607,858,860 

Moore,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  226 

Moore,  William.  Mentioned . 180 

Moore,  W. ,  &  Co.  Mentioned . 702 

Morgan,  Charles.  See  Charles  Morgan,  Confederate  steamer. 

Morgan,  Fanny.  See  Fanny  Morgan,  Confederate  yacht. 

Morgan,  Fort.  See  Fort  Morgan. 

Morgan,  James  D.  Mentioned .  222 

Morley,  Martin.  Mentioned .  180 

Morris,  Charles.  Mentioned . .  674 

Morris,  George  TJ. 


Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S . . .  217 

Mentioned .  269,  271 ,  281 ,  292,  300,  303,  31 7,  327,  332 

Reports  of. 

Black  River,  Georgia.  Operations  in .  288 

Elvira,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  February  25,  1865 .  272 

Morris,  Henry  W. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  765 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Pensacola . . .  765 

Morrish,  Samuel.  Mentioned . . .  650  651 

Morrison,  Mr.  Mentioned . . .  .  ’  133 

Morrison,  John.  Mentioned . _ .  15  16 

Moses,  Lee.  Mentioned . 460 

Mosher,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  820 

Mosman,  D.  Frank.  Mentioned .  794  795 

Mott,  Charles.  Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S .  613 

Mount  Vernon,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by . 547_549 

Mentioned .  .  523, 528,  529 

Moyle,  James.  Mentioned . . . 

Mulford,  John  E.  Mentioned .  122,123  359 
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Mulhearn,  James  H.  Mentioned . .  179 

Mullen,  Thomas.  Mentioned . _ .  86 

Mullikin  and  Harrell.  Mentioned . 506 

Mulready,  Robert.  Report  of  survey  of  steamer  Celt . .  256 

Mure,  William.  See  New  Orleans,  British  consul  at. 

Murphy,  James.  Mentioned .  179 

Murphy,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  180 

Murray,  Michael. 

Statement  regarding  obstructions  in  Charleston  Harbor _ _ _  402 

Mentioned . 403 

Murrell,  Jos.  E.  Correspondence  with  C.  J.  McRae . .  843 

Music,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  820 

Myers,  A.  L.  Report  of  exchange  of  shots  between  U.  S.  S.  New  London 
and  Confederate  steamers  Pamlico  and  Oregon  off  Mississippi 

City,  Miss.,  December  7,  1861 .  811 

Nahant,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  4, 


12,  13,  17,  28,  38,  54,  56,  125,  139,  153,  154,  170,211,245,247,251,281, 
293,  304,  318,  325,  327,  332,  341,  345,  349,  350,  352,  369,  383,  432,  438, 455 

Nahum  Stetson,  British  brigantine.  Capture  of,  July  20,  1861 .  563,  602 

Naiad,  Brig.  Mentioned .  601 

Nancy,  Ship.  Mentioned . 853 

Nantes,  Erance,  U.  S.  consul  at.  Mentioned .  266 

Nantucket,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  3,13,17, 

27,  39,  53,  55,  110,  126,  129,  142,  153,154,170,211,245,266, 
281,  286,  293,  304,  318,  325,  327,  330,  332,  341,  346,  362,  364,  455 

Narragansett,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  565 

Nashville,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  56,431 

Nassau  County,  Ela.  Expedition  for  capture  of  records  of,  January  10-18, 


1865. 


Commendatory  letter  of  John  A.  Dahlgren  — . - .  167 

Reports  of 

Elliott,  Fred . - . -  -  -  166 

Freeman,  S.  N . . .  185 

National  Guard,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  633,  680,  769,  787,  793,  815 

Naushon,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  190 

Naval  Academy,  11.  S.  Memorials  of  Confederate  warfare  sent  from 

Charleston,  S.  C. ,  to .  339 

Navy  Department,  C.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  J.  R.,  &  Co . - .  839 

Anderson,  William  E . - .  838 

Bragg,  B . - . - . .  835 

Florida,  Governor  of .  857 

Gee,  Charles  A . - . - .  838 

Hollins,  George  N .  Til ,  730,  7.50a,  840 

Hunter,  W.  W .  456,459,479,481,488, 

489,  492,  494-496,  498,  501,  506-508,  511,  512,  761,  832,  836  838,  848,  855 

Ingraham,  D.  N . ' -  836 

Rousseau,  . . ^  830 

Tattnall,  Josiah .  476,502 

War  Department,  C.  S . - .  834>  838,  839 

General  order . . . 

Report  of  vessels  in  commission  and  under  construction .  459 
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Navy  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with  Page. 

Adams,  H.  A . ■ .  571 

Alden,  James . . . _ .  523, 576, 605,  610,  815 

Bailey,  T .  533,  559, 578,  675,  754 

Baleh,  George  B . 290 

Barrymore,  William .  143 

Bell,  Charles  H .  342 

Chauncey,  John  S . 544 

Colvocoresses,  George  M . 801 

Craven,  T.  Augs . 558 

Craven,  T.  T . . .  81 9 

Dahlgren,  John  A . .  5,  6, 11-14, 18, 19,  28,  29,  33,  34,  39-41, 

44,  45,  49,  50,  53,  55-57,  60,  65,  72,  82,  96,  113,  115,  119,  122,  126,  127, 
131,  135,  138-143,  146-148,  151,  156-163, 165, 171, 178, 183-187, 190, 194, 
197,  202,  208,  214,  218,  219,  221,  237,  241,  243,  244,  249,  250,  252,  253,  256, 
260,  262-269,  271-273,  277,  282,  284,  286,  288,  291,  295,  296,  298,  299,  301, 
307,  308,  311,  314,  319-325,  328,  335-338,  340,342-344,348,374,380,429 

De  Krafft,  J.  C.  P . . . . . .  . .  328 

Downes,  John . 794 

Drake,  A.  J . 794 

Du  Pont,  S.  F. ,  et  al. . . . . .  6i8, 651,  680 

Eagle,  Henry . . . . . .  533,  584,  640,  757 

Ellison,  F.  B . . . . .  594,  597 

Emmons,  George  F . 707 

Eustis,  Joseph . 557 

Farragut,  David  G .  4g 

French,  Henry .  557 

Garfield,  W.  H . . 299 

Glisson,  O.  s  525 

Handy,  E.  L . 541 

Handy,  Robert . . . 

Horne,  David  B .  794 

Loper,  R.  F . 555 

McKean,  W.  W . . .  579,  590)  659-662,  674,  679,  684, 

689,  <00,  /0o,  <05,  718,  731,  <32,  735,  737-739,  745,  747,  748,  750,  751-754, 
7oS,  762,  764,  766,  769,  771-773,  775,  789,  790,  802-805,  807,  808,  814,  818 
Matthews,  E.  Orville .  249 

Mervine,  William .  519-527, 529,  530,  541, 545^  547-55o’  555, 556,  561,  564, 565, 

568-570,  574,  575,  580,  583,  587-593,  596, 598,  603,  610,  613,  614,  618,  632,’ 
633,  635,  638,  642-644,  648,  655,  659,  660,  662,  666,  670,  679,  685,  693,  695 

Morris,  George  U .  - 

Morris,  Henry  W . ^ 

Navy  yard,  New  Y ork,  Commandant  of . . . .  ’  '  ”  47 

Navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  Commandant  of .  258 

Parrott,  E.  G .  999 

Poor,  C.  PI . 528 

PoS’/tCt)' . 597, 643,  650,  717 

Price,  C .  527’^ 

pofTwt' s  p . :::::::m,M4,7S9 

Radford,  William .  350,  3=,^  s53)  33  ^  356 
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Navy  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with  Pape. 

Read,  A . . .  773,  792 

Reynolds,  William .  347, 350 

Ronckendorff,  William .  594 

Sanford,  Charles  W .  550 

Scott,  G.  H . 586 

Selden,  George  L .  566 

Smith,  Melancton .  539,540 

Spotts,  J.  H . - . - .  798 

Stanly,  Fabius . — . - .  161 

State  Department,  U.  S . . .  12,  534, 536,  605,  746,  797 

Stellwagen,  H.  S . - . - .  807 

Stribling,  C.  K . .  . - . .  18 

Strong,  F.  W . - . . .  337 

Vaughan,  Henry .  290 

War  Department,  U.  S .  314,  315 

Winchester,  J.  F . - . - .  151 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  Commandant  of.  Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  IT.  S . - .  17 

Stellwagen,  H.  S . . . - . - .  521 

Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  Commandant  of.  Correspondence  with  Navy 

Department,  U.  S . - . . .  156 

Naylor,  Benjamin  B.  Mentioned . - .  179 

Neely,  Thomas  W. 

Correspondence  with  V7.  W.  Hunter .  461 

Mentioned . - . - . -  -  -  474 

Neil,  Cecil  C.  Mentioned .  221 

Neilly,  Michael  or  Patrick  (?).  Mentioned .  85,96,102 

Nelms,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned . - .  782,784 

Nelson,  Charles.  Mentioned .  °2 

Nelson,  Horatio.  Mentioned . 643 

Nelson,  N.  A.  Mentioned . 575 

Nelson,  William.  Mentioned .  245,281,293,304,318,327,332,341,345 

Nemaha,  Steamer.  Mentioned . - . 

Neptune  No.  2,  Confederate  steamer. 

Charter  of . - . 3^7 

Mentioned . - .  853,859,866-869 

Nereus,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . _  365 

Neutrality,  British .  650,651 

Newell,  Harman.  Mentioned .  573 

New  Hampshire,  U.  S.  ship. 

Mentioned .  3, 17,  26,  27,  38,  o4, 64, 

86,  92-94,  97-99, 102, 108,  111,  125,  140,  154,  170,  192,  194,  195,  201,  211, 
245,  281,  285,  293,  304,  318,  327,  328,  330,  332,  333,  337,  341,  345,  349,  351 

Stoddard,  George  G.,  relieved  of  command .  62 

New  Hampshire  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry— Regiments:  4th,  224. 

New  Ironsides,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . .  4~(,> 

18,  25,  28,  39,  55, 184,  339,  412,  431,  434-438,  440,  446,  450,  455 

New  London,  IT.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  773-775,  792-794, 81/ 

Engagement  with  Confederate  steamers  Pamlico  and  Oregon,  December 
7,  1861.  See  Mississippi  City,  Miss. 

Mentioned .  753'“^Io'^ 

Newman,  H.  M.  Mentioned .  419,420.  28 
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Newman,  Jolm.  Mentioned .  27 

New  Orleans,  La. 

Blockade  of.  See  Mississippi  River. 

Confederate  troops  at. . - .  582 

Hunter,  VV.  W.,  detached  from  naval  station  at,  and  ordered  to  Rappa¬ 
hannock  defenses,  Virginia .  832 

Operations  of  Confederates  at 
Communications  from 

Eckel,  Lewis . .  — . - .  583 

Eustis,  Joseph . . . . . .  557 

Hamburg,  U.  S.  consul  at . . . . . .  746,  747 

Loper,  R.  F . 555 

Navy  Department,  C.  S . — . .  834,  839,  841 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . . .  521, 524, 556, 575, 583 

Rousseau,  L . 834 

State  Department,  U.  S... . 746 

Twiggs,  D.  E . 834 

War  Department,  C.  S . 832 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bragg,  Braxton . 835 

Naval  station,  New  Orleans,  Commandant  of .  838,  840,  842,  850 

Navy  Department,  C.  S . 838,840,855 

Navy  yard,  Gosport,  Commandant  of . 839 

Rousseau,  L . 827 

Reports  of 

Fry,  Joseph . 833 

Hunter,  W.  W.,  et  al . .  828 

McKean,  W.  W .  657 

Mervine,  William  . . . 565 

Porter,  David  D . . . . .  534,  563 

Stellwagen,  H.  S .  521 

Twiggs,  D.  E .  . . .  581,  821,  826,  830,  831 

Proposed  destruction  of  telegraph  line  from  Mobile,  Ala.,  to .  580,616,634 

Vessels  at .  820 


New  Orleans,  La.,  British,  consul  at.  Correspondence  with  John  G. 

Robinson . 824 

Newton,  Thomas. 

Mentioned .  304 

Report  of  capture  of  Federal  naval  officers  in  Cooper  River,  South  Caro¬ 
lina  .  297 

New  York,  Clerk  District  Court,  Southern  District  of.  Correspondence 

with  Henry  Eagle . 748 

New  York,  U.  S.  marshal  at.  Mentioned . 718 


New  York  Troops.  Mentioned,  Infantry — Regiments:  6th,  736;  54th, 181; 

56th,  87,  89, 106, 107;  127th,  87,88,  101,  106,107;  144th,  89, 100, 

107, 108;  157th,  88, 107,  278,  283,  371. 

Niagara,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  August  3,  1861 . . . . .  612 

Blockade  of  Mississippi  River . . .  614 

656,  684, 690-693,  705,  731,  732,  737,  748,  750,  752,  766 

Mentioned .  522-524, 528, 534, 535, 537, 539, 

540, 552,  566, 569,  574,  589,  592,  594, 598,  610-612, 615, 638, 640, 655, 664, 
676,  682,  685, 697,  698,  714, 718,  732-735,  737-739,  741,  758,  765,768,775, 
776,  779-782,  784,  785,  787,  788,  790,  791,  799,  802-808,  810,  814,  818, 819 
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Niagara,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Operations  at  Fort  Pickens,  Pensacola  Harbor,  Florida .  551, 

554,  700-703,  735,  770-773 

See  also  Fort  McRee,  Fla.  Combined  attack  upon,  November  22  and  23,  1861. 

Search  for  C.  S.  S.  Sumter . .  578, 579, 590, 599-601 

Nichols,  E.  B.  Mentioned- . .. . . .  866 

Nichols,  Ed.  T.  Mentioned . .  802 

Nichols,  Smith  W.  Mentioned .  318,327 

Nichols,  William  H.  Mentioned . . . . .  848 

Nickels,  J.  Frederick. 

Mentioned .  281,  292,  304,  317,  327,  332 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  ship  St.  Louis  and  appointed  to  command 

U.  S.  S.  Cambridge .  305 

Nielan,  James.  Mentioned .  180 

Nightingale,  TT.  S.  ship. 

Abstract  log,  October  9-17,  1861 .  724 

Mentioned. . . . .  680,  704,  705,  713,  714,  719,  722,  725,  729,  730,  732,  738, 739,  750,  764 

Orders  for  movements . - .  791 

Nipsic,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned  .  3,9,17,28,35,39,55,111,125,138, 

154,  170,  187,  205,  211,  219,  245,  273,  276,  278,  281,  282,  293,  308,  311,  371 

Nixon,  John  W.  Mentioned .  855 

Nolan,  Peter.  Mentioned .  179 

Nolan,  William.  Mentioned .  179 

Nonpareil,  Schooner.  Mentioned . - .  571 

Norfolk  Packet,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned .  3, 18, 28,  39, 55, 110, 

126, 154,  170,  211,  217,  245,  281, 293,  304,  318,  327,  332,  341,  345,  346,  350 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Arrival  at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  of  vessels  from .  183 

Dispatching  of  vessels  from  Charleston,  S.  C.,  to .  268 

North  Carolina,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  686,  790 

North  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Communication  from  John  A.  Dahlgren .  243 

Orders  and  instructions.  John  A.  Dahlgren .  45,  57, 182,  203,  24/ 

Reports  of 

Balch,  George  B .  206,213 

Dahlgren,  John  A .  1^7 

Preble,  George  JI . —  - .  .  188>  212 

See  also  Togodo  Creek,  South  Carolina. 

Northrop,  James.  Mentioned .  86,97 

Norwich,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . .  4, 17, 

27,  39, 65, 126, 155, 170,  21 1,  245,  281,  293,  304,  318,  327,  332,  341,  342,  346 
Noyes,  Mr.  Mentioned .  ^85 

Noyes,  Allen  K. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Catalpa .  25 

Mentioned .  170,  211, 245,  281, 292,  303, 317,  326, 332, 341 

Report  of  occupation  of  Battery  White  and  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  by  United 

States  forces,  February  25,  1865  .  2/6 

Nueces,  Bark.  Mentioned .  867,868 

O.  M.  Pettit,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  3, 17,  27,  38,  54,  69,  71,  73,  81, 110, 126, 134, 

140, 154, 171, 211,  245,  282,  293,  304,  318,  327,  332,  341,  345,  349,  351,  353 

Oates,  James.  Mentioned . - .  535,537 

O’Brien,  James.  Mentioned .  1,9 

O’Brien,  Oliver.  Mentioned .  113 

O’Brien,  William.  Mentioned .  . 
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O’Byrne, - .  Mentioned . - . - .  159 

Ocean,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned . - .  820 

O’Connor,  John.  Mentioned. . . . - .  170,211 

O’Dowd,  Terence.  Mentioned .  672 


Ogilvie,  James.  Mentioned  . .  141, 170,  211,  245,  2X1, 292,  804,  317,  327,  332,  341,  345 
Ohio  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiments:  25th,  77, 80,89, 105, 107, 108. 


O’Kane,  James. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren .  306 

Mentioned .  63,  68,  72,  76,  80,  86-88,  93, 100, 104-111,  348 

Report  of  operations  in  Santee  River,  South  Carolina .  279, 280 

Oleander,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  4, 18, 28,  39, 55, 125, 154, 170, 207, 

211,  212,  239,  245,  281,  293,  304,  318,  327,  332,  338,  341,  345,  349,  352,  362 

Orders  for  movements .  128 

Olive,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  November  21,  1861 .  773-775,802 

Olive  Branch,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  June  23,  1861 . . . .  560 

Oliveira,  W.  D. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter . . .  460,476 

Report  of  operations  in  vicinity  of  Savannah,  Ga . _ . . . .  461 

Oliver,  Charles  B.  Mentioned .  503 

Olmstead,  Charles  H.  Mentioned . . .  449 

O’Neil,  Stephen.  Mentioned . . . .  698 

O’Neill,  Private,  marine.  Mentioned . . . . . _ . .  86 

O’Neill,  James.  Mentioned . 96 

Onondaga,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . .  25,446,455 

Onward,  Schooner.  Mentioned . 855 

Oregon,  Confederate  steamer. 

Engagement  with  U.  S.  S.  New  London,  December  7,  1861.  See  Missis¬ 
sippi  City,  Miss. 

Mentioned .  560,  582,  583,  602,  616,  810,  811 

Orizaba,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned . .  820 

Ormandy,  William.  Mentioned _ . 201 

Orvetta,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner. 

Mentioned.  17,  27,  38,  54, 125, 154, 170,  211,  245,  281,  293,  304,  318,  327,  332,  335,  342 

Movements  of . . . . . _  11 

Osage,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . .  386,432 

Osborne,  Edward  K.  Mentioned . .  671,672,675 

Osceola,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  December  9,  1861 . . . . .  817 

Ossabaw  Sound,  Georgia.  Operations  in. 

Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Winona .  137 

Orders  and  instructions,  John  A.  Dahlgren . . .  167,  214,  287 

O’Sullivan,  Charles.  Mentioned... .  99 

Oswald,  Theodore.  Mentioned .  867,  868 

Owens,  John.  Mentioned . . . . . . . . .  207 

Otsego,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . .  432 

Ottawa,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  of  party  of  officers  from,  in  St.  John’s  River,  Florida .  309-311 

Mentioned .  4,  7, 17,  27,  39, 43,  55, 126, 155, 170, 197, 211, 216, 219, 237-240, 

242,245,263,  281,293,304,  318,  327,  332,  341,345,346,349,352,368,369 

Operations  in  Combahee  River _ _ _ _ _ _  223—225 

Orders  for  movements .  215 

Page,  Henry  M.  Mentioned .  271 

Palmer,  George  L.  Mentioned .  179 
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Palmetto  Point,  S.  C.  Destruction  of  salt  works  at.  Report  of  William 

Watson .  269 

Palmetto  State,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  23,355,372,387,411,459 

Pamlico,  C.  S.  S. 

Dozier,  W.  G.,  appointed  to  command .  838 

Fitting  out  of .  838,  840,  842 

Engagement  with  U.  S.  S.  Huron,  December  4,  1861.  See  Horn  Island 
Pass. 

Engagement  with  U.  S.  S.  New  London,  December  7,  1861.  See  3tissis- 
sippi  City,  Miss. 

Mentioned .  809-811,850 

Pampero,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned . .  633,  680,  769 

Panther,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  820 

Para,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner. 

Heath,  D.  P.,  appointed  to  command . . .  117 

Mentioned . _ .  4, 17, 28,  39,  55, 126, 155, 

167, 171,  211,  245,  282,  293,  304,  318,  327,  332,  341,  345,  346,  349,  350,  352 

Orders  for  movements . 128 

Paramount,  Ordnance  bark.  Mentioned . 290 

Parker,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren .  331 

Mentioned . . .  171,  212,  231,  246,  282,  293,  304,  318,  328,  333 

Report  of  operations  in  Stono  and  Folly  rivers,  February  9-14,  1865. . .  232,  235 

Parker,  James.  Mentioned .  646 

Parkersburg,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 528,548 

Parrott,  Enoch  G. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren .  182, 287 

Mentioned .  10,211,245,281 

Report  of  arrival,  of  U.  S.  S.  Montauk  at  Hampton  Roads,  towing  U.  S.  S. 

Mohican .  292 

Parsons,  Richard  C.  See  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Partridge,  Frederick  W.  Mentioned .  341 

Pascagoula,  East,  Miss.  Confederate  troops  at .  582 

Passaic,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  3, 13, 17, 27, 38, 54, 56, 

126, 130, 132,  146,  151, 153, 154,  170,  211,  245,  250,  268,  281,  293,  304,  308, 
315,318,325,  327,330,332,341,342,  346,  361,364,  367,374,432,438,455 

Operations  in  Wassaw  Sound  and  vicinity .  124 

Orders  for  movements .  129, 148 

Pass  a  l’Outre,  Mississippi  River.  Blockade  of.  See  Mississippi  River. 

Pass  Christian,  Miss.  Confederate  troops  at .  582 

Pass  Manchac,  La.  Confederate  troops  at .  583 

Patapsco,  U.  S.  S. 

Destruction  of,  in  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  January  15,  1865. 

Casualties . . . .  179 

Court  of  enquiry .  178 

Reports  of 

Dahlgren,  John  A .  171-175, 178,  385 

Quackenbush,  S.  P . 175 

Sampson,  W.  T  . . 176 

Scott,  G.  H . . .  178 

Sernmes,  A.  A . 179 

Torbert,  W.  F.  A .  178 
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Patapsco,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned .  4, 13, 17, 27, 30, 38, 

43,  54,  56, 125,  153, 154,  169-180, 184,  205,  258,  296,  297,  311,  339,  344,  350, 
352,  353,  365,  366,376,  388,404,405,407,415-417,432,436,438,440,455 

Operations  against  defenses  of  Charleston,  S.  C . - .  42 

Quackenbush,  S.  P.,  ordered  to  relieve  John  Madigan  of  command .  143 

Patrick  Henry,  C.  S.  school  skip.  Mentioned .  462 

Patterson,  - .  Mentioned .  767 

Patterson,  G.  Mentioned . . . - .  575 

Patterson,  Robert  O.  Mentioned .  170,211,245 

Patterson,  Thomas  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Creighton,  J.  Blakeley . . . - .  31,34 

Dalilgren,  John  A . .  35 

Green,  J.  F .  10, 58, 114, 119 

Lee,  Charles  W . . .  8 

Montell,  F.  M .  59 

Mentioned .  30,  115, 169,  211,  237,  244,  281,  289,  292,  303,  318 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Blockade  of .  8,11,59,  116,117 

Flora,  British  steamer.  Destruction  of,  October  22,  1864 .  31 

Paulding,  Hiram.  Mentioned .  151 

For  correspondence,  s ee  Navy  Yard,  New  York ,  Commandant  of . 

Paul  Jones,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  4,18,26,28,39,55 

Pawnee,  U.  S.  S. 

Engagement  with  Confederate  batteries  on  Togodo  Creek,  February  9, 

1865 . .  225-230 

Mentioned  . . . . 3, 9, 17, 

•  28,  33,  35,  38,  54,  63,  65,  69,  71-73,  82,  85,  91,  96,  99,  102, 

110,  111,  113,  125,  130-132, 137, 138,  142, 154, 170, 185, 187, 188, 190- 
193, 196, 199,200,  202-206,  211-213,  215,  219,  238,  239,  242,  245,  262, 
263, 268, 273, 276,  279, 281, 283,  290,  291,  293,  294,304, 315,  318,  327, 
332,  341,  345-348, 350,  357, 359,  361,  363,  364,  366-368,  371,  374, 431 

Operations 

Against  Savannah,  Ga . .  140 

At  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  and  vicinity . . . . .  275,  299 

In  Ashepoo  River,  South  Carolina .  195 

In  North  Edisto  River .  206,  213 

Orders  for  movements . . . . .  36,  128, 182,  203,  247 

Peabody,  George.  Bee  George  Peabody,  U.  S.  Army  transport. 

Pearce,  John  S.  Mentioned . . . . . __  190 

Pease,  Henry.  Mentioned . 332,341,345 

Pease,  Theodore  P.  Mentioned .  220 

Pedee  and  Santee  Rivers,  South  Carolina. 

Proposed  occupation  of  territory  between.  Report  of  John  A.  Dalilgren. .  39 

Construction  of  gunboat  in,  by  Confederates .  30,  40 

Operations  in.  See  Battery  White,  South  Carolina. 

Peedee,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . .  511 

Peltz,  Samuel  H.  Mentioned .  179 

Pennell,  Isaac  A. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dalilgren  . . . .  136,306 

Mentioned .  135, 169,  211,  244,  281,  292,  303,  317, 326*  331 

Reports  of. 

Altamaha  River,  Georgia.  Operations  in .  135 

Prisoners  of  war.  Search  for  escaped .  118 
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Penniman,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  133 

Pennington,  Master.  Mentioned .  739 

Pennsylvania  Troops.  Mentioned.  Cavalry  -Regiments:  7th,  7. 

Pensacola,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of . .  765 

Pensacola,  Fla. 

Captures  made  off . . . .  „  . .  558 

Operations  off.  Report  of  Braxton  Bragg .  852,  854 

See  also  Fort  McRee;  Fort  Pickens;  Pensacola  navy  yard;  Santa  Rosa  Island. 

Pensacola  Navy  Yard,  Fla. 

Combined  attack  upon.  See  Fort  McRee,  Fla. 

Destruction,  Confederate  privateer  schooner  at,  September  14,  1861.  See 
Judah,  Confederate  privateer  schooner. 

Night  expedition  for  cutting  out  a  schooner  near. 

Abstract  logs  of  U.  S.  steamers  Colorado  and  Niagara .  612 

Report  of  William  Mervine .  610 

Proposed  attack  upon. 

Communications  from 

Brown,  Harvey . 768 

McKean,  W.  W .  770 

Reports  of 

Bailey,  T .  694 

Brown,  Harvey . -  -  735-737 

McKean,  W.  W . 735 

Percy  Drayton,  U.  S.  sloop.  Mentioned .  3,  4, 17,  27,  38,  54, 125, 

154, 171,  212,  246,  282,  293,  304,  318,  327,  333,  341,  344,  345,  349,  352,  353 

Perkins,  Mr.  Mentioned .  288 

Perry,  U.  S.  brig. 

Mentioned  . .  4, 17,  27,  39,  54, 126, 155, 165-167, 171,  211,  245,  282,  291, 293,  304,  311 

Operations  at  Fernandina,  Fla . . .  165 

Perry,  F.  C.  Mentioned . 548 

Perry,  John.  Appointed  to  command  Shell  Bluff  battery .  511 

Perry,  Leonard  B.  Mentioned . -  -  -  71,  72,  74, 91 

Perry,  M.  S.  Correspondence  with  J.  H.  Strong . 586 

Perthshire,  British  ship.  Seizure  of,  June  9, 1861 .  534-540, 686 

Peter  Marcy,  American  ship.  Mentioned .  591 

Peters,  William  H.  Mentioned . 840 

Peterson,  H.  L.  Mentioned .  348 

Peterson,  William.  Mentioned .  179 

Phelps,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with  William  W.  McKean .  805,  806 

Mentioned .  815,819 

Philadelphia,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  3,5-7,10- 

12, 14, 17, 19, 25-29,  33-38,  43-45,  47-50,  53,  54,  56-58,  60-69, 72,  81,  82, 
85,  86,  88,  91-94,  96,  98,  100,  101,  103,  110,  113,  117,  119-123,  125,  127, 
128,  134-136,  138,  146-149,  154-156,  159,  161,  163-165,  171,  211,  235, 

245,  252,  253,  256,  261,  262,  266,  268-271,  279,  282,  284,  286-288,  291, 

293,  296-299,  301,  304-308,  311,  313,  315-330,  332,  335-339,  341-347, 

349,  351,  353,  356,  358,  359,  363,  366,  371,  373,  374,  376,  380,  406,  418 

Philpot,  T.  N.  Mentioned . 465,  468,  478,  488,  499 

Phinney,  Alvin. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  ship  John  Adams .  150 

Mentioned .  169,211,244,281,292,303,317,326,331,340,345 

Phoenix,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  820 
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Phoenix,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  856 

Pickens,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  728 

Pickering,  Charles  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Frailey,  J.  M . . . - . - .  334 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  286 

Mentioned .  639 

Reports  of. 

Columbia,  Prize  steamer.  Arrival  of,  at  Hampton  Roads .  338 

President,  C.  S.  Capture  of .  334 

Pickett,  John  T.  Correspondence  with  State  Department,  C.  S .  786 

Piko,  Fort.  See  Fort  Pike. 

Picking,  Henry  F.  Mentioned .  332,  341,  345 

Pickles,  Mr.  Mentioned .  688 

Pilgrim,  Bark.  Mentioned . 602 

Pinkney,  Robert  F.  Mentioned .  458,  493 

Pinkney,  William.  Mentioned .  846 

Platt,  Edward  R.  Mentioned .  795 

Plummer,  Lewis  H.  Mentioned .  180 

Plymouth,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned . 291 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C.  Operations  of  the  naval  brigade  in  combined  expedition 
for  cutting  railroad  bridge  near,  November  27-December  30, 

1864,  including  battles  at  Tullifinny  Crossroads  and  Honey  Hill. 

Assembling  of  naval  brigade  at  Bay  Point,  S.  C .  61-64 

Casualties .  85,86,96,97,102 

Communications  from 

Dahlgren,  John  A .  68,  95, 103, 108 

Foster,  J ohn  G . - .  68,  75, 103 

Hatch,  John  P .  109 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Dahlgren,  John  A .  66-71,  81,  82,  86,  88,  91-94,  98, 103, 109, 110 

Hatch,  John  P .  71,  72,  74,  75, 91 

Reports  of 

Dahlgren,  John  A .  72-74,  82-84,  96 

Preble,  George  II .  74,  76-81,  84-95, 98, 104, 108 

Stoddard,  George  G .  99-102 

Strength  of  naval  brigade . . . . .  74,  99, 110,  111 

See  also  extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  Dahlgren,  pp.  357-360. 

Poncell,  Mr.  Mentioned . . . ppg  119 

Pontiac,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  284-286 

Casualties  resulting  from  explosion  of  shell  fired  from  Battery  Marshall, 

South  Carolina,  November  7,  1864 .  46  50-53 

Mentioned .  3,  9, 11, 17,  28,  35,  38,  54,  62,  63,  65,  69,  71-73,  79,  83,  85,  86,  91, 

96,  97, 99, 102, 104, 110, 126, 138, 155, 157, 158, 170, 187, 211, 215, 222,  223, 
241, 243, 245,  282,  293,  304,  318,  323,  327,  332,  335,  339,  342,  357-360,  365 

Operations  in  Savannah  River . . . ig9  207 

Orders  for  movements . ' .  26  168  321 

Poole,  D.  H.  Mentioned .  4gp 

Poole,  William.  Mentioned .  py 

Poor,  Charles  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Quack enbush,  J.  N .  0g2 

Robinson,  John  G .  g^4 
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567,  569,  599,  610,  614,  638,  648,  655,  656,  665,  823 


.  602 

528,  562,  602,  657 
. .  226 


Poor,  Charles  H. — Continued. 

Mentioned . 

Reports  of. 

Nahum  Stetson,  Brigantine.  Capture  of 

Mississippi  River.  Blockade  of . 

Poor,  Charles  H. ,  jr.  Mentioned  . . . 

Pope,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Cummings,  A.  B . . . . . . . . .  651 

Dahlgren,  J.  A . . . . . .  346 

Handy,  Robert . . . . . .  711,712 

Mervine,  William . . . . . . .  664 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . . .  597 

Winslow,  F . . .  683 

Mentioned . . .  685, 691, 692,  700,  706,  708,  716,  719,  721,  725,  737,  753,  846 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Richmond . . .  748 

Reports  of. 

Mississippi  River. 

Attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  by  C.  S.  vessels  at  Head 

of  Passes,  October  12,  1861 .  703,  709-711,  717,  722 

Attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  by  C.  S.  S.  Ivy  at  Head 

of  Passes,  October  9,  1861  .  699 

Blockade  of . . .  675,  689,  730,  731 

Reconnoissance  for  purpose  of  establishing  a  battery  at  Head  of 

Passes .  682,  696 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Search  for . . .  643, 650 

Porter,  Major.  Mentioned . 461 

Porter,  Benjamin  H.  Mentioned .  383,431 

Porter,  David  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A  . —  184,250 

Mervine,  William . . .  . .  .  601 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  18,19 

Mentioned.  .162, 169, 175, 180, 183, 187, 268,  364,  365,  458, 562, 599, 638, 640,  643, 693 
Reports  of. 

Mississippi  River.  Blockade  of .  533,  563, 571-573, 602 

Powhatan,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  614,  750 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Search  for .  642 

Porter,  William.  Mentioned . 99 

Port  Royal,  Jamaica.  Conversation  between  senior  British  naval  officer  at, 

and  A.  B.  Cummings .  650,  651 

Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Gillmore,  Q.  A.,  relieves  J.  G.  Foster  of  command  of  U.  S.  Army  forces  at.  221 
Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  Dahlgren . .  357-374 

Order  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  58 

Reports  of. 

Dahlgren,  John  A . , .  11, 40, 44,  60, 161, 165,  342 

Reynolds,  William . 140,333,337 

See  also  Bay  Point,  South  Carolina. 

Post,  George  W.  Mentioned .  170, 211, 245, 281, 292, 303, 317, 327,  332, 341, 345 


946 


INDEX. 


Potomac,  U.  S.  ship.  Page. 

Captures  made  by .  767 

Mentioned .  633,  662,  694,  702,  707,  739,  743,  769,  787,  788,  819 

Movements  of .  686 

Operations 

In  Mississippi  Sound  . .  740-742 

Off  Mobile,  Ala .  764,  767, 813 

Orders  for  movements .  645 

Potomska,  U.  S.  S. 

Blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  C .  59 

Mahan,  A.  T.,  appointed  to  command . .  48 

Mentioned .  3,  7, 17,  27,  38-40,  54, 116, 125, 154, 170, 211, 

216-218,  238,  239,  245,  282,  293,  297,  304,  318,  323,  327,  332,  341,  342,  346 

Operations  in  Cooper  River,  South  Carolina .  259,  260,  302,  303 

Potter,  Edward  E. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren . . .  95 

Mentioned .  71,  76,  79,  84,  86-89, 94, 99, 101, 104, 106-108,  202, 

206,  212,  213,  238-240,  263,  270,  271,  279,  280,  301,  305,  360,  368,  369,  611 

Poung,  George  H.  (?).  Mentioned . 427 

Powell,  Levin  M. 

Correspondence  with 

McKean,  IV.  W .  788 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . . . . .  645 

Smith,  M . .  742 

Mentioned . . .  707,  739,  743,  772,  786,  787,  819 

Reports  of. 

Mississippi  Sound.  Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts  and 

Confederate  steamer  Florida  in,  October  19,  1861  .  740-742 

Mobile,  Ala.  Blockade  of .  764,  813 

Potomac,  U.  S.  ship.  Movements  of .  686 

Powhatan,  U.  S.  S. 

Blockade  of  Mississippi  River .  533, 563,  571-573,  601, 614 

Condition  of .  614,  750,  751 

Mentioned .  522,  523, 

528,  552,  566,  577,  594,  638-640,  643,  650,  658,  693,  705,  732,  752,  754,  820 

Search  for  C.  S.  S.  Sumter . __ .  642 

Pratt,  Julius  A. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  829 

Report  of  steamships  at  New  Orleans,  La .  820 

Pratt,  T.  St.  George.  Mentioned .  485 

Preble,  U.  S.  ship. 

Attack  upon,  at  Head  of  Passes,  Mississippi  River,  October  12,  1861.  See 
Mississippi  River. 

Mentioned .  561,  633,  637,  648,  656,  678,  679,  692, 

699,  700,  704,  706,  709-712,  714-716,  719,  722-730,  769,  790,  810,  816,  817 

Operations  in  Mississippi  Sound .  697 

Orders  for  movements .  557;  790 

Preble,  George  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A .  45,  57,  66,  69,  88,  92,  94,  95,  98 

Hatch,  J.  P .  71,75,91 

Detached  from  command  of  U.  S.  ship  St.  Louis .  61 

Mentioned  ...  64,  68,  73,  82, 86, 93,  96, 100, 109, 1 10, 171, 246,  282,  293,  303,  307,  358 
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Preble,  George  H. — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

North  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in .  188,212 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C.  Expedition  for  cutting  railroad  bridge  near,  Novem¬ 
ber  27-December  30,  1864 .  74,  76-81,  84-95, 98, 104-108 

Resumes  command  of  U.  S.  ship  St.  Louis .  95 

President,  0.  S. 

Correspondence  regarding  efforts  to  capture. .  321,  323,  324,  328,  330,  333-335, 373 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  Stevens .  825 

Mentioned .  220,  321,  460,  787,  837 

President,  U.  S. 

Correspondence  regarding  assassination  of .  318,  319,  373 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A .  127 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  527,  595 

Storer,  Bellamy . - .  618 

Mentioned . . . . .  115, 146, 147, 159,  242,  244,  274, 

314,  315,  325,  326,  519,  520,  526,  532,  535,  551-554,  574,  593,  596,  729,  818 

Order  regarding  defense  of  Fort  Pickens,  Fla .  551 

President  Fillmore,  Sloop.  Detention  of,  by  U.  S.  S.  Crusader .  558 

Preston,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . .  337,  345, 346,  349, 350, 352,  353,  356 

Preston,  Samuel  W.  Mentioned .  452 

Price,  Cicero. 

Correspondence  with  James  Alden . .  630,  631 

Mentioned . . . .  580, 609, 649,  703,  716,  788,  790,  804,  813 

Reports  of. 

Atchafalaya  Bay,  Louisiana.  Blockade  of .  687 

Atchafalaya  Bay,  Louisiana.  Captures  made  off . .  641 

Mobile,  Ala.  Blockade  of .  612 

Zavalla,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  694,  698 

Price,  John  E.  Mentioned .  511,512 

Prince,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  268,276 

Prince  Albert,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  34,37,354 

Pringle,  Battery.  See  Battery  Pringle,  S.  C. 

Pringle,  Motte  A.  Mentioned .  425 


Prioleau,  C.  K.  Mentioned  . 
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Prisoners  of  war. 

Departure  of,  from  Savannah,  Ga .  457 

Escape  of .  45,  57,  61, 118 

Exchange  of .  47,  53, 122-124,  301,  305,  306,  316,  359, 459,  461, 462,  463 

Mail  matter  for.  Exchange  of .  508,  509 

Prizes. 

Disposition  of .  615,  802 

See  also  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  captures  made  by;  also  South  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  captures  made  by;  Gulf  Blockading  Squad¬ 
ron,  captures  made  by. 

Treatment  of  persons  captured  on .  588 

Proctor’s  Landing,  La.  Defenses  of .  763 

Provisional  registers.  See  British  ownership. 

Putnam,  Haldimand  S.  Mentioned .  448 

Pyne,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  i"9 

Quackenbush,  John  N. 

Correspondence  with  C.  H.  Poor .  662 

Mentioned . 
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Quackenbush,  Stephen  P.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . . .  789 

Sampson,  William  T .  176 

Mentioned . . .  1 70, 172, 173, 179,  284,  318,  327,  332, 341,  342 

Ordered  to  relieve  John  Madigan,  j r. ,  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Patapseo.  .  143 

Reports  of. 

Patapseo,  U.  S.  S.  Destruction  of,  by  torpedo,  in  Charleston  Harbor, 

January  15,  1865 . 175 

Torpedo  boat.  Loss  of .  344 

Queen,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 202 

Queen  Mab,  Steamer.  Mentioned . .  318, 


320,  322,  327,  332,  337,  341,  344,  345,  349,  351 


Quinby,  George  W.  Mentioned . 

Quinn,  Bernard.  Mentioned . . 

Quinn,  Michael.  Mentioned.. . . . 

Quinn,  Thomas.  Mentioned . . . 

R.  R.  Cuyler,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by . 

Condition  of . 

Mentioned . 

610,  639,  701,  706,  707,  731,  740,  745,  748, 

Movements  of . 

Operations 

At  Tampa,  Fla . 

Off  Apalachicola,  Fla . 

Orders  for  movements . 


127 

97 

525 


97, 102 


.  547-549,646,773-775 

.  667,668 

523-525,  545,  561,  591,  594,  598, 
769,  787,  788,  802,  804,  810,  813 
. . 527 

. 603 

. .  669 

. 524 


Racer,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.  Mentioned .  4, 17,  28  39  54 

125, 155, 171,  212,  246,  282,  293,  304,  318,  327,  333,  338,  341,  345,  349,  352 
Rachel  Seaman,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned .  754,764,803,813 

Radford,  William. 

Assumes  command  of  Atlantic  Squadron . . .  352 

Correspondence  with 

Churchill,  W.  L .  354 

De  Krafft,  J.  C.  P . . .  352 

Gray,  M.  M . . .  355 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  359  354 

Mentioned .  343,  347,’ 349 

Reports  of. 

Atlantic  Squadron.  Affairs  of . 353 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Raising  of  sunken  property  in  harbor  of . .  354 

South  Atlantic  Squadron.  Disposition  of  vessels .  351 

Rain,  W .  A.  See  W.  A.  Rain,  Schooner. 

Rainbow,  John.  Report  of  injuries  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  Richmond  in  attack 

upon  Fort  McRee,  Fla .  779 

Rains,  Gabriel  J .  Mentioned . . . . . .  444  423  425 

Ranchero,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  September  30,  1861  . _  ’388 

Ransom,  Robert,  jr.  Correspondence  with  J.  F.  Green .  132 

Rattlesnake,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  354 

Rawls,  Morgan.  Mentioned .  487 

Read,  Abner. 

Mentioned .  . 

. . .  753,811 

Deports  of  captures  made  in  Mississippi  Sound .  773, 792 

Read,  Charles  W.  Mentioned . ]  460  583 
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Page. 

Reagan,  John  H.  Mentioned . -  •  -  -  -  333,  334 

Readman,  R.  Mentioned .  344 

Red  Bluff,  S.  C.  Capture  of  Federal  boat’s  crew  near,  December  22,  1864  ..  138 

Redding,  William  F.  Mentioned .  170,  211, 240,  244, 281,  292, 303,  317,  326, 332,  340 

Reed,  A.  H.  Mentioned .  309-311 

Reed,  Allen  V.  Mentioned .  679 

Reindeer,  Schooner.  Capture  and  destruction  of .  734 

Release,  U.  S.  storesbip.  Mentioned .  593,598,010,632,648 

Ren,  Senator  Joseph.  See  Senator  Joseph  Ren,  Bremen  ship. 

Rescue,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  4, 18,  28,  39,  55 

Resolute,  C.  S.  S. 

Loss  of,  December  12,  1864 .  486,489 

Mentioned .  469, 4/7,  485 

Operations  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  vicinity . - .  461,490 

Orders  for  movements . . - . —  460, 476 

Reynolds,  Edward  McD.  Mentioned .  670,671,673 

Reynolds,  William. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A .  63,134,168,347 

Idadfield,  Jos . - .  3o9 

Lawton,  Theodore  E . °-^8 

Merrill,  Jesse . - . .  000 

Mentioned . - .  93  >  93,  9^> 

108,  150,  170,  211,  245,  281,  293,  304,  318,  327,  332,  334,  341,  342,  345,  367 

Relieves  John  A.  Dahlgren  of  command  of  South  Atlantic  Squadron .  347 

Reports  of. 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.  Operations  in  vicinity  of .  140,  333,  337 

President,  C.  S.  Capture  of .  338 

South  Atlantic-Squadron.  Distribution  of  vessels . -  -  349,  350 

Rhett,  Alfred. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren . 398 

Mentioned . - .  “°4 

Rhode  Island,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  328,574,596,609,634, 

640,  641,  657,  659,  660,  675,  684,  685,  693,  699,  717,  718,  749,  752,  755,  766 

Orders  for  movements . . ' ' 

Rhode  Island  Troops.  Mentioned.  Artillery,  Heavy— Regiments:  3d,  32. 

Rhodes,  G.  D.  Mentioned .  419 

Rhodes,  Sergeant.  Mentioned . ^  o  4“; 

Ribourt,  Amedee-Eouis.  Mentioned .  693>  753 

Rice,  William  M.  See  Delta,  Brig. 

Rich,  Albert  F. 

Mentioned . * - - ; .  ' 

Report  of  capture  of  picket  boat  commanded  by,  December  31,  1864  .  134 

Richardson,  John  R.  Report  of  casualties  on  U.  S.  S.  Dai  Clung,  January 

26,  1865 .  194 

Richmond,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  upon,  at  Head  of  Passes,  Mississippi  River,  by 

C.  S.  S.  Ivy,  October  9,  1861  . . .  699,700 

C.  S.  vessels,  October  12,  1861.  See  Mississippi  River. 

Blockade  of  Mississippi  River .  675, 682-684,  689,  690,  696,  730,  7,>1 

791 

Condition  of . 

Ellison,  Francis  B.,  appointed  to  command .  ‘ 
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Richmond,  U.  8.  S.  —Continued.  Page 

Mentioned .  446,  455,  615,  633, 

665,  667,  673,  679,  685,  686,  691,  693,  697,  703,  704,  706,  707,  709,  712-729, 
730a,  733,  740,  769-771, 775-781,  784,  785,  803-806,  815,  819,  843,  846,  854 

Movements  of . 043 

Operations  at  Fort  Pickens,  Pensacola  Harbor,  Fla.  See  Fort  McRee,  Fla. 
Combined  attack  upon,  November  22  and  23,  1861. 

Orders  for  movements .  597i  797 

Pope,  John,  relieved  of  command .  748 

Search  for  C.  S.  S.  Sumter . .  050  057 

Ricker,  Charles  C. 

Mentioned .  30,60,240,304,318,328,333,341,346 

Report  of  capture  of  Federal  boats’  crews  off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  December 

31,1864  . 139 

Ridgely,  Daniel  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A . . .  238 

Stanly,  Fabius . . .  239 

Mentioned .  212,  238,  246,  263,  282,  290,  346,  753,  754,  812 

Reports  of. 

Bull’s  Bay,  S.  C.  Expedition  to,  February  12-17,  1865 .  239,241 

Charleston,  S.  C.  Blockade  of . .  216  218 

Ridgeway,  — - .  Mentioned .  ’  427 

Right  of  search .  789 

Rigley,  J.  Mentioned . g67 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  U.  S.  consul  at.  Correspondence  with  State  De¬ 
partment,  U.  S . 762 

Ripley,  Roswell  S.  Mentioned . __ .  384  437  439  448 

Roanoke,  IT.  g.  g.  Mentioned .  ’  25 

Robb,  Robert  G.  Mentioned .  339 

Robert  E.  Lee,  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  207 

Robeson,  Henry  B.  Mentioned . . .  07]  082  091 

Robinson,  J ohn  G.  Correspondence  with 

Lyons,  Lord . . . .  _  g9g 

New  Orleans,  British  consul  at .  394 

Poor,  C.  II  .  — .  — . . . . . . .  824  825 

War  Department,  C.  8 .  ’  8o9 

Robinson,  John  V.  Mentioned .  4gj 

Robinson,  Somerset.  Mentioned .  7(J- 

Robinson,  Thomas  J.  Correspondence  with  William  Ames .  ' "  32 

Rockwell,  Colonel.  Mentioned .  15y 

Rodgers,  George  W.  See  George  IP.  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Schooner'" 

Rodolph,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  3gg  432 

Rodgers,  Frederick.  Mentioned... 

Rodgers,  George  W.  Mentioned . . .  434 

Rodgers,  J.  B.  Mentioned . 

Rodgers,  John.  Mentioned . "i" !  382,' 438, 440 

Rodgers,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  179 

Rogers,  Charles  W.  Mentioned. .  170, 211, 245,  281,  293,  304,  317,  327  332*341  345 

Rogers,  Henry  A.  Mentioned .  ’  ’  ’m 

Rogers,  William  F. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  853 

Mentioned .  847 ,  848,  859,  860,  862 
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Rolando,  Henry.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren . . .  183 

Mentioned .  184 

RonckendorfF,  William. 

Mentioned .  586,  593,  603,  637,  649,  703,  705 

Report  of  movements  of  U.  S.  S.  Water  Witch  .  . .  594 

Roouand,  William  M.  Mentioned . .. . . .  180 

Rosedew,  Battery.  See  Battery  Rosedew,  S.  C. 

Ross,  Peter.  Mentioned . 179 

Rounds,  Andre  S.,jr.  Mentioned .  144 

Rourk,  J ohn.  Mentioned . 548 

Rousseau,  Lawrence. 

Correspondence  with 

Fry,  Joseph . - .  828 

Hunter,  W.  W . r .  822,831 

Hunter,  W.  W.,  et  al . -  827,828 

Loper,  John  H . -  -  -  828 

Navy  Department,  C.  S . 820 

Twiggs,  David  E .  834 

Mentioned .  832 

Rowan,  Stephen  0.  Mentioned . - . - .  790 

Rowe,  Joshua  N.  Mentioned . - .  HI 

Roy,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned .  473,475 

Royal  Yacht,  Confederate  privateer  schooner. 

Capture  of,  off  Galveston,  Tex.,  November  7-8,  1861. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  ship  Santee .  759 

Commendatory  letter  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  758 

General  order  of  W  W.  McKean — .  758 

Order  of  Henry  Eagle .  756 

Reports  of 

Eagle,  Henry . _ .  755-757 

Hunter,  William  W .  759-762 

J  ouett ,  J ames  E . - .  *  5  7 

See  also  Bayou  City ,  C.  S.  S.  Log  of,  pp.  864,  865. 


Charter  of . 

Mentioned . 

Ruby,  Archie.  Mentioned . 

Rush,  Mr.  Mentioned . 

Rusk,  General.  See  General  Rush,  Confederate  steamer. 

Russell,  Benjamin.  Mentioned . 

Russell,  Earl.  Correspondence  with  William  Gray... 

Russell,  John  H.  Mentioned . 

Russia,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned . 

Ryan,  Ann.  See  Ann  Ryan,  Schooner. 

Ryan,  John.  Mentioned . - . 

Ryan,  John  J.  Mentioned . 

Ryder,  Stephen  A.  Mentioned . - . 

Sampson,  William  T.  Mentioned . . . 

Sanborn,  C.  H.  Mentioned . 

Sabine,  U.  S.  ship. 

Mentioned . . . 

Movements  of . 


.  844,862 

. . .  853,  859,  863-866,  869 

.  817 

.  277 

.  Ill 

.  537 

. . .  670,  671 , 673,  674,  752 
.  373 

. 297,298 

.  179 

. 616,678 

.  176,179 

.  289 

522,  523,  536,  552,  553,  596 
.  571 
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Sabine  Pass,  Texas.  Necessity  of  guarding,  against  control  of  Federal 


forces. 

Communications  from  Julius  A.  Pratt .  829 

Report  of  W.  W.  Hunter .  831 

Sabine  River,  Texas.  Blockade  of. 

Communication  from  Cicero  Price .  631 

Order  of  James  Alden .  595 

Sagamore,  U.  S.  S.  Orders  for  movements . .  791 

St.  Andrew’s  Sound,  Florida.  Proposed  attack  upon  Confederate  forces 

at.  Communication  from  Harvey  Brown .  800 

St.  Andrew’s  Sound,  Georgia.  Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Orders  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  . . . .  41 

Report  of  J.  Id.  Bennett . .  218 

See  also  Satitta  River,  Ga.;  White  Oak  Creek,  Ga. 

St.  Charles,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  820,  828 

St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in  vicinity  of.  Orders  and 

instructions,  John  A.  Dahlgren .  156,  215 

St.  Helena  Shoals,  S.  C.  Loss  of  steam  launch  No.  3  on.  Report  of  John 

A.  Dahlgren . _• .  343 

St.  John’s  River,  Florida. 

Capture  of  party  of  officers  from  U.  S.  S.  Ottawa  in.  Reports  of 

Stillwell,  James .  309 

Willard,  L.  Id .  310 

Operations  in.  Orders  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  7  43 

St.  Lawrence,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  202 

St.  Louis,  U.  S.  ship. 

Blockade  of  Mobile,  Ala .  570 

Condition  of .  55 

Mentioned .  46, 54, 58, 62, 68,  78, 86, 94- 

100, 102, 104,  111,  125, 154, 171,  246,  282,  291,  293,  304,  307, 318,  321,  367, 
368,  522,  523,  552,  565,  581,  592,  594, 598,  633,  638,  640,  656,  667, 676,  691 

Movements  of .  40 

Nickels,  J.  F.,  relieved  of  command  of .  305 

Operations  in  North  Edist-o  River .  Igg  212 

Orders  for  movements .  45 

Preble,  George  H. 


Relieved  of  command  of .  01 

Resumes  command  of .  95 

St.  Marks,  Fla. 

Affairs  at.  Report  of  J.  II.  Strong .  5g4 

Captures  made  off . . .  gg4  ggg 

Correspondence  relative  to  removal  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Smith  from .  526, 

527,545,584-586,589 

St.  Philip,*  Confederate  vessel.  Mentioned .  534  503 

St.  Philip,  Fort.  See  Fort  St.  Philip. 

St.  Pierre,  Emily.  See  Emily  St.  Pierre,  British  ship. 

St.  Simon’s  Sound,  Georgia.  Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Orders  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  306 

Report  of  I.  A.  Pennell .  118 

Salvor,  British  steamer.  Mentioned . 1 . " .  530  543-545 

Sam  Houston,!  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  July  7,  1861 .  575 

Mentioned .  .  ' 

.  550 


*  Afterwards  Star  of  the  West,  which  see. 


t  Afterwards  U.  S.  schooner. 
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Sam  Houston,  U.  S.  schooner.  Page. 

Captures  made  by .  734,  861 

Letter  of  C.  G.  Forshey,  suggesting  means  for  capture  of .  842 

Mentioned .  588, 597,  609,  614, 631,  645, 659, 805,  812,  817 

Operations  off  Galveston,  Tex .  768 

Orders  for  movements .  595,  682 

Sampson,  C.  S.  S. 

Carnes,  W.  W.,  ordered  to  relieve  T.  B.  Mills  of  command .  466 

Comstock,  W.  V.,  ordered  to  relieve  W.  IV.  Carnes  of  command  of .  510 

Condition  of .  495,  496,  498 

Mentioned .  459,  468,  469,  480,  492, 494,  500,  505-508,  512,  513,  516 

Operations  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  vicinity .  467, 

477, 478, 481, 485-488,  489, 498,  499 

Orders  for  movements . . .  466, 467, 476, 499 

Sampson,  William  T.  Report  of  destruction  of  U.  S.  S.  Patapsco  by  torpedo 

in  Charleston  Harbor,  January  15,  1865 . . ---  176-178 

Samuel  Rotan,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned .  764 

San  Bernard  River,  Texas.  Blockade  of.  Order  of  Henry  Eagle .  682 

Sanders,  William.  Mentioned . .  698 

Sanford,  Charles  W.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  550 

Sanford,  Mary.  See  Mary  Sanford,  U.  S.  S. 

Sangamon,  II.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  3, 13, 17,  27, 

38,  54,  63,  68,  111,  112, 125,  128,  146,  155, 171, 174,  212,  246,  311,  361,  446 

Movements  of . 

Orders  for  movements . 

Sangster,  Master.  Mentioned . . . 

San  Jacinto  River,  Texas.  Operations  in.  See  Buffalo  Bayou. 

San  Luis  Bar,  Texas. 

Blockade  of.  Order  of  Henry  Eagle . - . 

Destruction  of  schooner  off . 

Santa  Rosa  Island,  Florida. 

Attack  upon,  by  Confederates,  October  9,  1861.  Reports  of 

Brown,  Harvey . -  . 

McKean,  William  W . 

Operations  at.  Abstract  log  II.  S.  S.  Water  Witch . 

Santee,  U.  S.  ship. 

Captures  made  by .  748-750 

Mentioned .  239,541,561, 

598,  633,  639-641,  648,  663,  665-667,  682,  701,  769,  805,  817,  861,  863-865 

Movements  of .  00 

Operations  off  Galveston,  Tex .  733,  734,  748-750,  755-762,  768, 812 

Orders  for  movements . . . ^33,  637,  638 

Santee  and  Pedee  rivers,  South  Carolina.  Proposed  occupation  of  terri¬ 
tory  between.  Report  of  John  A.  Dahlgren - 

Santee  River,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in. 

Communications  from 

Dahlgren,  John  A . - .  261,270,305 

Gillmore,  Q.  A .  ^ 

Schimmelfennig,  A . -  0 

Orders  and  instructions.  John  A.  Dahlgren .  257> 306 

Report  of  James  O’ Kane .  279,280 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . . . . . . - .  372-374,753,812 

Orders  for  movements . 


268 
130, 131 
..  859 


682 

768 


736 

701 

586 


39 


754 
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Sapelo  Sound,  Georgia.  Operations  in  vicinity  of.  Page. 

Orders  of  John  A.  Dalilgren .  37 

Report  of  R.  P.  Swann .  294 

Sarah.  Bruen,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned . . .  3, 17,  27,  .38, 

54, 125, 154,  170,  211,  244,  281,  292,  303,  317,  326,  332,  340,  342,  343, ’.346 

Sarah  M.  Newhall,  British  brig.  Seizure  of,  May  23,  1865... .  337-339 

Saratoga,  U.  S.  ship. 

Mentioned . . . . 3  77  27  38 

54,  86,  96,  97,  99,  111,  125,  126,  155,  171,  212,  246,  282,  291,  293,  304,  311 

Operations  in  Doboy  Sound  and  vicinity .  220 

Sard,  William  F.  Mentioned .  HI 

Sartori,  Lewis  C.  Mentioned . . .  524 

Satilla  River,  Georgia.  Operations  in. 

Commendatory  letter  from  John  A.  Dahlgren . . .  134 

Reports  of 

Gillespie,  W.  T .  75 

Kempton,  Z .  79 

Walton,  Walter .  733 

Saunders,  Thomas  C.  Mentioned . . .  575  344 

Savannah,  C.  S.  ironclad. 

Destruction  of,  December  21,  1865 .  434  439 

Detail  of  men  from,  ordered  to  Richmond,  Va . . .  . . ; .  ’  457 

Mentioned .  140, 142,  289,  363,  434,  459,  462,  466,  485,  487,  490,  493,  494 

Operations  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  vicinity .  470  479 

Orders  for  movements .  463,  468,  469, 471-473,  481,’  482 

Savannah,  U.  S.  Army  transirort.  Mentioned . . .  270  271 

Savannah,  Ga. 

Captures  made  at .  284-986 

Confederate  vessels  at .  459 

Defenses  of.  Reports  of 

Buel,  D.  II .  2io 

Dahlgren,  John  A .  *>08-910 

Departure  of  Union  prisoners  from .  457- 

Destruction  of  irublic  property  at .  590 

Evacuation  of.  Extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  Dahlgren. _  353 

See  also  Savannah,  Ga.  Operations  in  vicinity  of,  jip.  465-516. 

Families  of  Confederate  officers  sent  out  of .  513-515 

Occupation  of,  by  United  States  forces,  December  21,  1864. 

Communication  from  0.  0.  Howard .  737 

Congratulatory  report  of  William  Reynolds .  749 

Extract  from  dairy  of  John  A.  Dahlgren . .  393 

Reports  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  140-142  156-159  163 

Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Abstract  log,  U.  S.  S.  Pontiac,  January  24— February  8,  1S65 _  139  190 

Extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  Dahlgren _  357—374 

Extract  from  journal  of  W.  W.  Hunter  December  10-25,  1864 _  485-488 

Communications  from 

Anderson,  Edwd.  C .  457 

Anderson,  R.  II .  . 

Beauregard  G  T .  A-  ~  A  ..  1  4-  A. 

Dahlgren,  John  A . !  A  A..'..::./  . A  ::G  ::.v 

Gregory,  J.  M .  ’ 

Grover,  c . 222 
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Savannah,  Ga. — Continued.  Page. 

Operations  in  vicinity  of — Continued. 

Communications  from 

Hardee,  W.  J .  465,467,470,471,473,475,477,482,491,499 

Hunter,  W.  W._ . 463,467,470-473,475,477,478,481,491 

McClurg,  A.  C .  222 

McLaws,  L . 462,473 

Neely,  Thomas  W .  461 

Sherman,  W,  T . 147 

Tattnall,  J osiah . . . . . . . .  468, 469 

Wheeler,  J . .. . - .  478 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Brent,  Thomas  W . . .  482 

Dahlgren,  John  A .  29,  47, 128, 130, 131, 149, 164, 168,  328 

Hunter,  W.  W .  460,463-169,471-474,476,480,491 

Navy  Department,  C.  S.. . — . . .  57,476,479,481 

Reynolds,  William  . . . . - . - .  330 

Tucker,  John  R . — . . . .  483 

Reports  of 

Brent,  Thomas  W . —  470,  472,  479,  483-485,  492,  497 

Churchill,  W.  L . . . . . - .  289 

Comstock,  William  V  . . . .  480 

Dahlgren,  J.  A .  53,  56, 119, 126, 127, 131, 140-142, 161,  218 

Gwathney,  W . . . . .  475,493 

Hunter,  W.  W . 488-191,492,494,496,499 

Johnson,  A.  W .  64 

Kennard,  J.  S . . . —  464,468 

Luce,  S.  B . . . - . - .  207,222 

Oliveira,  W.  D . — . - . .  461 

Tattnall,  Josiah . . . - . .  602 

See  also  Augusta,  Ga.;  Ossabaw  Sound,  Georgia;  Tybee  Roads;  T  ernon 
River,  Georgia;  Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia;  Water  Witch,  Prize 
steamer. 

Savannah  River.  Operations  in.  See  Savannah,  Ga. ,  operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Sawyer,  Mr.  Mentioned . .  136 

Sawyer,  Moses  H.  Mentioned . . .  560,566-568 

Scammon,  Eliakim  P.  Mentioned .  30,  309-311 

Schaufiler,  Edward  W.  Mentioned  .  .  162 

Schimmelpennig-,  Alexander. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren . . . -  -  152, 259,  269,  270,  312,  313 

Mentioned . - .  1 72,  230,  233, 248,  263-265,  368-370 

Schlondruff,  Henry.  Mentioned . - .  276 

Sciota,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  302 

Scott,  Gustavus  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A .  130,134,188,247,248 

Dickinson,  J.  W .  230 

Center,  . . 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  686 

Mentioned.  143, 150, 152, 154, 169, 172, 179, 231,  239,  258, 281, 292,  364,  369,  370, 509 

Reports  of. 

Patapsco,  U.  S.  S.  Loss  of .  1,3 

Stono  and  Folly  rivers,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in,  February 

9-14,  1865  .  230 
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Scott,  Robert  W.  Ptige. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren . . .  64, 149, 164 

Mentioned . . .  67,  73,  78, 141, 142, 170,  211,  245, 281,  293, 304 

Report  of  occupation  of  Beaulieu  battery,  Georgia  . .  148 

Scott,  Sir  Walter.  Mentioned .  538 

Sea  Foam,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.  Mentioned .  38,  55, 126, 154, 171 

Seaman,  Henry  G.  Mentioned . 60 

Seaman,  Rachel.  See  Rachel  Seaman,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Secretary  of  Navy,  C.  S.  Mentioned .  459, 

481,  483,  498,  502,  730,  730a,  831,  832,  835,  839,  854 

Secretary  of  Navy,  U.  S.  Mentioned .  184,  334,  352,  358,  364, 

372-374,  388,  521,  543,  551,  552,  595,  609,  618,  645,  656,  658,  711,  749,  756 

Secretary  of  State,  C.  S.  Mentioned . . .  513 

Secretary  of  State,  U.  S.  Mentioned .  .  267, 

373,  539,  564,  587, 591,  600,  603,  613,  643,  659,  747,  798 

Secretary  of  Treasury,  TJ.  S.  Mentioned . _ .  146,  244,  555,  570 

Secretary  of  War,  C.  S.  Mentioned . .  460,513,821 

Secretary  of  War,  TJ.  S.  Mentioned . . .  128,  314,  580,  583,  764,  787 

Selden,  Edward  A.  Mentioned . .  611,  718,  719,  725,  755,  807 

Selden,  George  L. 

Capture  of,  off  Cedar  Keys,  Fla.  Reports  of. 

Mervine,  William . . . . .  5gg 

Selden,  George  L . . .  .  539 

Mentioned . . . . .  560,585 

Selfridge,  Thomafe  0. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  McKean . . . . . . .  gio 

Mentioned . . . . . .. . .  639,796 

Report  of  blockade  of  Mobile,  Ala . . .  647  676 

Semmes,  Alexander  A. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  231  248 


Reports  of. 

Lehigh,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  5 

Patapsco,  U.  S.  S.  Officers  and  men  saved  from . . .  179 

Stono  and  Folly  rivers,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in,  February 

9-14,1865 .  231,236 

Stono  River,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in  vicinity  of .  251 

Semmes,  Raphael.  Mentioned .  534,  553,  599  666 

Semple,  James  A.  Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter . . '..  492 

Senator  Jos.  Ren,  Bremen  ship.  Mentioned.. .  394 

Seneca,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . 4  43  28  39  55  56 

Sergeant,  Michael.  Mentioned . ’  "479 

Severance,  T.  C.  Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren .  26 

Sewall,  Hartley  H.  Mentioned .  749 

Seward,  Frederick  W.  See  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  U.  S. 

Seward,  William  H.  For  correspondence  see  State  Department,  U.  S.;  see 
also  Secretary  of  State,  U.  S. 

Seymour,  Truman.  Mentioned . . .  437  449 

Shark,*  Schooner.  Capture  of,  July  4,  1861  575I577 

Shark,  U.  S.  schooner.  . 

Mentioned .  gg„ 

Orders  for  movements . 

Shaw,  Robert  G.  Mentioned . 448 


*  Afterwards  George  W.  Rodgers,  which  see. 
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Shaw,  T.  Darrah.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

McKean,  W.  W . 810 

Mervine,  William . 531 

Mentioned .  610,  646,  648,  669,  790,  804,  809,  816 

Order  of,  announcing  blockade  of  Apalachicola,  Fla .  544 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery .  808 

Reports  of. 

Apalachicola,  Fla.  Blockade  of .  546,  770 

Florn  Island  Pass,  Mississippi  Sound.  Engagement  between  U.  S.  S. 
Montgomery  and  Confederate  steamers  Florida  and  Pamlico, 

December  4,  1861  .  808 

Montgomery,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  817 

Shaw,  W.  Nelson.  Mentioned... .  866 

Shea,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  179 

Sheffield,  Mr.  Mentioned . 166 

Sheffield,  Edward  H. 

Mentioned . . . . . . .  223,  304 

Report  of  operations  in  Combahee  River,  S.  C . . .  224 

. . .  166 


Cooperation  of  C.  S.  Navy  with 


_  500 

. . . .  500,  504 
499-501,  511 


Shell,  Schooner.  Mentioned . 

Shell  Bluff  battery,  Savannah  River 

military  forces  at. 

Communications  from 

Fry,  B.  D . . . . 

Hunter,  W.  W . 

Orders  and  instructions,  W.  W.  Hunter 
Reports  of 

Hunter,  W.  W . . — .  501,508 

McCarrick,  J.  W . . . - .  503,509 

Shenandoah,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  161 

Shenandoah,  FT.  S.  S. 

Blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  C .  216,218 

Mentioned . '. .  183,  212,  238,  239,  241,  246,  262,  263,  282,  288,  365,  367 

Orders  for  movements . 266,  287 

Shepherd,  B.  A.  Mentioned . - .  641 

Sheppard  J ohn.  Mentioned . -  - .  I'll 

Shepperd,  Francis  E.  Mentioned . - .  699 

Sherfy,  John  W. 

Mentioned . 

Report  of  casualties  on  U.  S.  S.  Pontiac  resulting  from  explosion  of  shell 
fired  from  Battery  Marshall . 

Sheridan,  Edward.  Mentioned . 

Sherman,  Sidney.  Mentioned . 

Sherman,  William  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Boutelle,  Charles  0 .  H6 

Dahlgren,  J.  A .  129, 147, 162, 180, 187, 188,  203,  205,  215,  220,  324 

Foster,  John  G.< .  202 

Howard,  0.  0 . 241 

Mentioned.  50,  57,  59,  60,  65,  72,  74,  91, 110,120, 121,  124-128, 130-132, 137,140-142, 
148, 149, 152,  153, 156-159,  161-163,  168,  169, 171, 172, 174, 184-187, 190, 
191,  205,  207,  210,  219,  220,  238,  240-244,  250,  260,  261,  263,  265,  268,  272- 
275,  279, 282,  312,  315,  319,  323,  328,  357,  359-370,  373,  385,  446, 451, 497 
Sherry, - .  Mentioned .  ^46 


50 

52 

15 

842 
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Shields,  Thomas.  Mentioned . 558 

Shinifin,  Henry.  Mentioned . . . . . . .  276 

Ship  Island,  Mississippi. 

Armament  of  fort  on . . .  763 

Confederate  forces  on . . . . .  582,  616 

Delayed  operations  against. 

Communications  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S . ..  644 

Report  of  William  Mervine .  662 

Designated  headquarters  of  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  807 

Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts  and  Confederate  batteries  on, 

July  9,  1861. 

Extract  from  New  Orleans  Delta . . .  583 

Reports  of 

Mervine,  William . . . . .  580 

Smith,  M . . . . . . .  581 

Twiggs,  D.  E . . .  581 

Evacuation  of,  by  Confederates,  September  17,  1861. 

Communications  from  H.  W.  Allen . . .  678 

Reports  of 

McKean,  W.  W . . . . .  692 

Smith,  Melancton  . . . . . . . .  677 

Twiggs,  D.  E . . . . .  679 

Exchange  of  shots  between  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts  and  C.  S.  vessels  Ore¬ 
gon  and  Arrow  off,  July  13, 1861.  Report  of  Melancton  Smith.  602 

Occupation  of,  by  Confederates.  Report  of  D.  E.  Twiggs .  826,  827,  830,  833 

Occupation  of,  by  Federal  forces. 

Communications  from  J.  W.  Phelps .  805 

Orders  and  instructions. 

McKean,  W.  W . . . .  . . . .  806,  818 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . . .  753,  790 

Report  of 

McKean,  W.  W . _ .  771-772,  814 

Powell,  L.  M . . . . .  765 

See  also  Mississippi  Sound. 

Shivers,  Dr.  Mentioned . . .  .  411 

Shryock,  George  S.  Mentioned . . . . .  699 

Shufeldt,  Robert  W.  See  Havana ,  U.  S.  consul-general  at. 

Sickles,  Mr.  Mentioned . 765,766 

Sikes,  John  H.  Mentioned . . . .  .  179 

Silliman,  William.  Mentioned . . . . .  88, 90, 107 

Simkins,  C.  Mentioned . 427 

Simon,  Keating.  Mentioned . . . .  303 

Simons,  J.  A.  Mentioned . .  374,415,417,423,426,428 

Sinclair,  George  T.  Mentioned . . . . .  839,  840 

Sinclair,  "William  33.  General  order  of  Navy  Department,  C.  S. ,  regarding 

drowning  of,  July  10,  1864 .  462 

Singleton,  Colonel.  Mentioned . . . . .  260 

Skinner,  E.  W. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter . 474 

Mentioned . 479,493 

Slaves.  See  Fugitive  slaves. 

Sloat,  George  B.  See  George  B.  Sloat,  Sloop. 

Slocum,  Henry  W.  Mentioned .  141, 168, 187, 189,  207, 241,  369 
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Page. 

Small,  Stephen.  Mentioned . .  196, 198-200 

Smith, - .  Mentioned .  860 

Smith,  Diver.  Mentioned  . . .  425 

Smith,  General.  Mentioned .  567 

Smith,  Mr.  Mentioned .  381 

Smith,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  823 

Smith,  Second  Assistant  Engineer.  Mentioned . 389 

Smith,  Albert  N.  Mentioned .  7.90 

Smith,  Caraway.  Mentioned .  310,  311 

Smith,  Dan.  See  Dan  Smith,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner. 

Smith,  Denby.  Mentioned .  97 

Smith,  Elizabeth.  Mentioned .  527, 545, 584-586, 589 

Smith,  F.  Mentioned . 428 

Smith,  F.  W.  Mentioned .  841 

Smith,  G.  H.  Mentioned . 575 

Smith,  Gustavus  W.  Mentioned . 583,829 

Smith,  Henry.  Mentioned . . . - .  817 

Smith,  Henry  (Seaman).  Mentioned .  97 

Smith,  J.  B.  Mentioned .  421 

Smith,  John.  Mentioned .  817 

Smith,  John  (Carpenter’s  mate).  Mentioned . .  180 

Smith,  John  (Marine) .  Mentioned . - .  671,673 

Smith,  Leon. 

Correspondence  with  William  W.  Hunter . . --  850,858 

Mentioned .  859,862,864,867,869 

Smith,  Lewis  S.  Mentioned . - .  309,310 

Smith,  Melancton. 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  H.W... . . . - . - .  678 

McKean,  W.  W .  787,  804,  806,  818 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  539 

Mentioned .  524, 535,  536, 566,  567,  569,  580, 589, 599, 614, 615,  634, 692, 

698,  739,  740-742,  744,  765,  772,  774,  788,  792,  802,  803, 806,  808, 810,  815 
Keports  of. 

Chandeleur  Island.  Operations  at .  670 

Charles  Henry,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  August  7,  1861 . .  615 

General  Miramon,  Steamer.  Movements  of .  792 

Mississippi  Sound. 

Captures  made  in . - .  560,  774,  793,  817 

Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts  and  Confederate 

steamer  Florida  in,  October  19,  1861  .  742-744 

Operations  in . -  - .  632,  649,  792,  803 

Perthshire,  British  ship.  Seizure  of,  June  9,  1861 . . .  535, 540 

Ship  Island,  Miss. 

Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts  and  Confederate  bat¬ 
teries  on,  July  9,  1861  . 581 

Evacuation  of,  by  Confederates,  September  17,  1861  .  677 

Exchange  of  shots  between  TJ.  S.  S.  Massachusetts  and  C.  S.  ves¬ 
sels  Oregon  and  Arrow  off,  July  13,  1864 .  602 

Smith,  Philip,  J.  Mentioned .  99 

Smith,  Tom.  Mentioned.. .  421 

Smith,  Walter  N.  Mentioned . ^  309 

Smith,  Watson.  Mentioned .  5/2,754 
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Smith,  William.  Statement  regarding  obstructions  in  Charleston  Harbor. .  409-41 1 

Smith,  William  P.  Mentioned .  99 

Snow,  A.  Mentioned .  844 

Soledad  Cos,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  September  11,  1861 .  665,686 

Sonoma,  U.  S.  S. 

Engagement  with  Confederate  batteries  on  Togodo  Creek,  February  9, 

1865 .  225-230 

Mentioned .  3, 17,  27,  31,  38, 54,  64,  65, 

69,  71-73,  79,  81,  82,  85,  86,  91,  96,  97,  99,  100, 102, 104, 110,  111,  126, 132, 
137, 138, 141, 142,  150, 155,  157, 163,  164,  168, 171, 183, 187, 188, 190, 191, 
202,  206,  212,  213,  215,  219,  238,  242,  246,  256,  262,  263,  279,  282,  293,  304, 
315,  317,  318,  327,  333,  341,  342,  346,  359,  362,  364,  365,  367,  368,  370,  384 

Operations 

Against  Savannah,  Ga . - . - .  148 

In  Bull’s  Bay,  South  Carolina .  239 

In  Cooper  River,  South  Carolina .  271 

Orders  for  movements . .  128, 134, 149, 182,  203,  270 

Thompson,  Egbert,  appointed  to  command .  180 

Sophronia,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.  Mentioned .  327,333,341,345,349,352 

Sothoron,  Marshall  L.  Mentioned.. .  498 

South  Atlantic  Blockading-  Squadron. 

Captures  made  by . . . . . .  29-32,  37, 112-114, 

143-145,  200-202,  217,  246,  252-257,  271,  272,  284-286,  290,  320,  322,  337 

Condition  and  needs  of .  34,  65, 120, 151, 184, 185 

Dahlgren,  John  A. 

Requests  permission  to  withdraw  application  to  be  relieved  of  com¬ 
mand  of .  243 

Requests  to  be  relieved  of  command  of .  221 

Disposition  of  vessels .  3, 17, 27,  38,  54, 125, 154, 169, 

211,237,  244,  281,  288,  291-293,303,  308,  311,317,321,326,331,335,340 

Name  o'f,  changed  to  “South  Atlantic  Squadron” . .  340 

Operations  of . 1-516 

Order  of  John  A.  Dahlgren  to  drill  crews  for  operations  on  land .  4 

Orders  for  reduction  of  force  of .  267,  340,  350 

Vessels  detached  from .  183, 266,  268,  287,  291,  299,  307,  308,  311,  320,  337 

Vessels  ordered  to  duty  in .  19,  47, 148, 156, 161, 183,  217,  269,  299,  320,  328 

South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Dahlgren,  John  A.,  relieved  of  command  of .  343,  347-349,  374 

Distribution  of  vessels .  342,  345,  349,  350,  351 

Number  and  condition  of  vessels . .  353 

Order  for  reduction  of  force  of .  350 

Reynolds,  William,  relieves  John  A.  Dahlgren  of  command . . .  347 

Vessels  detached  from .  342, 350 

Vessels  ordered  to  duty  in . 342 

South  Carolina,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  upon,  by  batteries  at  Galveston,  Tex.,  August  3,  1861.  See  Gal¬ 
veston,  Tex. 

Blockade  of  Mississippi  River . . .  732  733 

Captures  made  by .  575-578,  665,  732,  738, 815*  816 

Mentioned .  3, 17,  27,  39, 55,  64, 

111,  126, 154, 171,  212,  246,  256,  282, 311,  353,  363, 402,  407,  523-525,  572, 
588,  593-595,  597,  605-607,  610,  612,  615, 630-633, 641,  645,  656,  667,  689, 
691,  700,  701,  704-707,  709-711,  716,  718,  722-724,  729,  734,  750,  752,  769 
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South.  Carolina,  U.  S.  S. — Continued. 

Movements  of .  5g2 

Operations  off  Galveston,  Tex .  575-578,  630,  665 

Orders  for  movements .  156, 523*  665^  807 

South  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Eight— Battalions:  German  (Batteries),  A.  427;  Wagener’s,  427; 
Waccamaw,  288. 

Cavalry— Battalions:  19th,  Company  C  {Walker’s),  8;  Company  E,  300. 
Regiments:  3d  (Company  C),  477. 

Southern  ports.  Blockade  of.  Report  of  John  A.  Dahlgren  regarding  Presi¬ 
dent’s  proclamation  . . 

Southern  States.  Attitude  of  U.  S.  Government  toward  foreign  consuls  in. 

South  West  Pass,  Mississippi  River.  Blockade  of.  See  Mississippi  River. 

Spalding,  Rufus  C.  Mentioned .  720,  721 

Spanish  Minister  to  the  United  States.  Mentioned . .  600 

Sparks,  Gale  W.  Mentioned .  460 

Spearing,  H.  E.  See  H.  E.  Spearing ,  Schooner. 

Special  Orders. 

Confederate .  464, 835,  847-852 

Union .  67,  69,  70,  74,  75, 81, 121, 169,  238,  266, 315,  334, 674,  788,  818 

Spencer,  J.  W.  See  J.  W.  Spencer,  Brig. 

Spicer,  William  F.  Mentioned .  535, 611, 612 

Spotts,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Howe,  Charles . 

McKean,  W.  W . . . 

Mentioned .  667,  771 

Report  of  seizure  of  British  schooner  Telegraph,  November  30,  1861 . 

Sprague,  J.  E.  Mentioned . . . 

Sproston,  John  G.  Mentioned .  670,671 

Squando,  U.  S.  S.  Orders  for  movements .  342 

Stag,  Steamer.  Mentioned . _ . 37,65 

Stanley,  J.  R.  Mentioned .  85,  90, 99, 102,  111 

Stanly,  Fabius. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  161 

Mentioned .  202,  212,  238,  246,  263,  273,  282,  293,  304,  306,  368,  370 

Report  of  expedition  to  Bull’s  Bay,  South  Carolina,  February  12-17, 1865. .  239 

Stansluff,  John.  Mentioned . '. .  201 

Star,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  820 

Star  of  the  West,*  Confederate  vessel.  Mentioned .  534, 563,  572,  728,  796 

State  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with  John  T.  Pickett .  786 

State  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Great  Britain,  U.  S.  minister  to .  604 

Hamburg,  U.  S.  consul  at .  587,  746 

Havana,  U.  S.  consul-general  at .  564 

Lyons,  Lord .  537,  797 

Minturn,  R.  B .  643 

Mott,  Charles .  613 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  12,  534, 536, 605,  746,  797 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  U.  S.  consul  at .  .  762 

Talbot,  Marshall .  659 


799 

799 

797 

798 
164 


*  Formerly  St.  Philip. 
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State  of  Georgia,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Mentioned .  183, 186, 187,  202,  212,  246,  249,  263,  282,  293,  304,  311,  365,  590 

Movements  of .  307 

Orders  for  movements .  161 

Steece,  Tecumseli.  Mentioned . -  -  - .  611,  670,  671,  754 

Steedman,  Charles.  Mentioned... .  212,246,282 

Steele,  J.  J.  (?)  Mentioned .  300 

Steil,  F.  W.  Correspondence  with  James  Alden . . . . .  605,  606 

Steins,  Gus  A.  Mentioned . . . - . - .  138 

Steil,  Colonel.  See  Colonel  Steil,  Confederate  steamer. 

Stellwagen,  Henry  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Creighton,  J.  Blakeley . .  — . - .  268,  294 

Dahlgren,  J.  A . . . . . . . . .  278,  279 

Morris,  George  U . 288 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 807 

Paulding,  Hiram . 521 

Mentioned .  276,281,293,304,521 

Reports  of. 

Batterj"  White  and  Georgetown,  S.  C.  Occupation  of,  by  United  States 

forces,  February  25,  1865  . . . .  275 

Wac.camaw  River,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in .  299 

Stephens,  Alexander  H. 

Mentioned . . .  333,  334 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter . 842 

Sterrett,  John  H.  Mentioned .  841,852 

Stetson,  Nahum.  See  Nahum  Stetson,  British  brigantine. 

Stettin,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  3, 17, 

27,  38,  45,  54,  125,  154,  171,  192, 196,  200,  212,  216,  246,  282,  291,  293,  311 

Stevens,  Benjamin  R.  Mentioned . 179 

Stevens,  James.  Mentioned... .  180 

Stevens,  W.  H.  Report  of  measures  for  defense  of  coast  of  Texas .  825 

Stewart,  C.  Mentioned .  99 

Stewart,  William.  Mentioned . 615 

Stewart,  William  F.  Mentioned . . . .  78, 188 

Stickney,  John  E.  Mentioned . .  245, 281,  293,  304,  317,  327 

Stillwell,  James. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A . . . . .  7,  43,  215,  237 

Willard,  L.  H . . . . . . . . . .  310 

Winslow,  W.  H . . . 224 

Mentioned  ....  170, 197, 198,  211, 225,  245,  281,  293, 304, 318,  327,  332,  341,  345,  367 
Reports  of. 

Combahee  River,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in .  223 

St.  John’s  River,  Florida.  Capture  of  party  of  officers  from  U.  S.  S. 

Ottawa  in . 309 

Stoddard,  George  G. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren .  62 

Mentioned .  72,  76,  77,  80,  88, 104, 107, 109-111,  272, 273 

Report  of  expedition  for  cutting  railroad  bridge  near  Pocotaligo,  S.  C., 

November  27-December  30,  1864 . 99-102 

Stoddard,  Mark.  Mentioned .  817 

Stodder,  Louis  N.  Mentioned .  320,326,332,340,345 

Stone,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  795 
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Stone,  Edward  E.  Page. 

Appointed  to  command  Savannah,  Ga.,  blockade .  29 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren . 47 

Mentioned . .  53,  60, 124, 170, 172,  211,  245 

Stonewall,  C.  S.  ram.  Preparations  to  resist  attack  by . .  266, 

267,  286,  323-325,  328,  330,  333-335 

Stono  and  Folly  rivers,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in,  February  9-14, 1865. 

Communications  from  Hartwell .  230 

Extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  368,  369 

Order  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  231 

Reports  of 

Crosman,  A.  F .  233 

Johnson,  A.  W .  233,236 

Parker,  George  W .  232,  235 

Scott,  G.  H . 230 

Semmes,  A.  A .  231,  236 


See  also  Report  of  Dahlgren,  pp.  262-266. 
Stono  River,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in  vicinity  of. 


Communications  from 

Dahlgren,  John  A . 61 

Kozlay,  E.  A .  181 

Orders  and  instructions,  John  A.  Dahlgren .  26,43 

Reports  of 

Crosman,  A.  F .  204 

Dahlgren,  John  A .  187 

Johnson,  A.  W .  .  203,  207 

Semmes,  A.  A . . . -  -  251 

Thompson,  Egbert . - .  185 


See  also  Stono  and  Folly  rivers. 

Storer,  Bellamy.  Correspondence  with  President,  U.  S .  618 

Stovall,  D.  M.  Mentioned .  861,866 

Stribling',  Cornelius  K. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  18 

Mentioned .  295,299,322,329 

Stringfellow,  Charles  S.  Mentioned .  464 

Stringham,  Silas  H.  Mentioned .  161,342,596 

Strong,  Frederick  W. 

Mentioned . .  59, 115, 116, 169,  211,  244,  281,  292,  303,  317,  326,  331,  340,  .545 


Report  of  British  brig  Sarah  M.  Newhall,  seizure  of,  May  23, 

Strong,  George  C.  Mentioned . 

Strong,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with  M.  S.  Perry . 

Mentioned . 

Report  of  affairs  at  St.  Marks,  Fla . 

Sullivan,  Morris.  Mentioned . 

Sullivan,  T.  O.  Mentioned . . . 

Sullivan’s  Island,  South  Carolina.  Confederate  works  on. 

John  A. Dahlgren . 

Summers,  Matthew  J.  Mentioned . 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by . 

Escape  of,  from  Mississippi  River,  June  30,  1861 . . 

Mentioned . . 


1865 .  337 

.  448 


.  586 

526,  541,545,  589 

.  584 

.  277 

.  738 

Report  of 

.  159 

.  52 


...  579,599-602 
569,  587,  610,  829 
.  7,534,563,571, 


572,  596,  609,  615, 633,  651,  656,  658,  666,  693,  699,  738,  787,  788,  827,  847 
Search  for .  578,  579,  589-591 , 597-602,  638,  642,  643, 650 
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4, 18,  28,  39,  55,  327,  333,  341,  342,  346,  754 
. . .  801 


Sumter,  Fort.  See  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C.  Page. 

Supply,  U.  S.  storeship. 

Mentioned . 

Movements  of . . 

Susquehanna,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  337, 545, 561, 596,  598, 615,  639 

Orders  for  movements .  544 

Swain,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  583 

Swain,  Edward  A.  Correspondence  with  George  N.  Hollins .  850 

Swan,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 479 

Swan,  Master.  Mentioned .  145 

Swann,  Robert  P. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Sonoma .  37 

Mentioned .  170,  211,  245,  281, 293,  304,  318 

Reports  of. 

Broro  Neck,  Georgia.  Destruction  of  salt  works  on .  294 

Winyah  Bay,  South  Carolina,  operations  in  vicinity  of .  7 

Swann,  Thomas  L.  Mentioned .  691 

Sweet  Brier,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  4, 17, 28,  33,  35,  38, 54,  61, 

126. 135. 154. 171. 212,  246, 279, 282,  293,  304,  318,  327,  333,  341,  345,  350 

Swift,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned . . .  3,17,27,38,54, 

126. 155. 171. 212,  246,  282,  293, 304,  318, 327,  333,  341,  344,  345,  349,  352 

Sydnor,  Colonel.  Mentioned .  577 

Sylph.  See  Celt,  British  steamer. 

Syren,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  February  18,  1865  .  252,  253 

Mentioned . . .  37,  65 

T.  A.  Ward,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.  Mentioned .  4, 17,  28, 

39. 55. 63. 125. 154. 171. 212,  246,  282, 293,  304,  318,  328,  333,  341,  346,  350 
T.  J.  Chambers.  See  General  T.  J.  Chambers,  Schooner. 

Taffe,  Arthur  F.  Mentioned .  Ill 

Talbot,  Marshall.  Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S .  659 

Taliaferro,  William  B.  Mentioned .  425,428 

Tallman,  William,  jr.  Mentioned .  31 

Tampa,  Fla. 

Blockade  of.  Report  of  Francis  B.  Ellison .  603 

Captures  made  off .  591,845,846 

Tappan,  J.  T.  Mentioned .  189 

Tarr,  Henry  S.  Mentioned .  264 

Tattnall,  John  R.  F.  Mentioned .  497,509 

Tattnall,  Josiah. 

Correspondence  with 

William  W.  Hunter .  468  469 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  ’  475 

Mentioned . . .  140, 142, 152, 497,  555,  563,  618 

Report  of  destruction  of  public  property  at  Savannah,  Ga .  502 

Taylor,  Alfred.  Mentioned .  180 

Taylor,  Anna.  See  Anna  Taylor,  Schooner. 

Taylor,  Bushrod  B.  Mentioned .  6]1 

Taylor,  James. 

Mentioned .  722,755 

Report  of  attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  by  C.  S.  vessels  at 

Head  of  Passes,  Mississippi  River,  October  12,  1861 .  718 

Taylor,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  201 
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Taylor,  Sylvanus.  Mentioned .  748,749 

Tecumseh,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  386,432,455 

Telegraph,  British  schooner.  Seizure  of,  November  30,  1861  .  797-800 

Tennessee,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  820, 829 

Tennessee,  C.  S.  ironclad.  Mentioned .  23,  336 

Terry,  Alfred  H.  Mentioned .  180 

Texas,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned. . .  820 

Texas.  Defense  of  coast  of. 

Hunter,  W.  W.,  appointed  superintendent  in  charge  of  works  for .  835,  836 

Report  of  W.  H.  Stevens . - .  825 

Texas  Troops.  Mentioned. 


Artillery,  Heavy — Battalions:  Cook’s,  864,  865;  Companies:  A  (Fontaine’ s), 
869;  B  ( Labuzan's ),  869;  E  ( McMahon's ),  863,  865. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  26th  (Companies),  F  {Menard’s),  867-869. 

Infantry — Battalions:  {Oswalds),  867,  868.  Regiments:  9th*  {Nichol’s), 
866;  (Companies),  A  {Timmon’s),  865;  H  {Jasper  Blues),  861, 
866. 


Theron,  B.  Correspondence  with  James  Alden .  605,606 

Thom,  Reuben  T.  Mentioned .  583,  854 

Thomas,  James  M.  Mentioned .  179 

Thomas,  Joseph  G. 

Mentioned .  46,  51 

Report  of  injury  to  U.  S.  S.  Pontiac,  resulting  from  explosion  of  shell 

fired  from  Battery  Marshall .  52 

Thomas,  Lorenzo.  Correspondence  with  Harvey  Brown .  781 

Thomas,  William.  Mentioned .  345 

Thompson,  C.  W.  Mentioned . - .  49,56 

Thompson,  Charles.  Mentioned .  15 

Thompson,  Egbert. 

Appointed  to  command  in  Stono  Inlet,  South  Carolina .  26 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren .  43, 182, 197,  306,  316,  329 

Mentioned . . .  170,  211,  245,  281, 292, 303, 317,  326,  332,  340, 345 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron  and  appointed  to  command 

U.  S.  S.  Sonoma.. .  130 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Commodore  McDonough  and  appointed 

to  command  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron .  150 


Reports  of. 

Cooper  River,  South  Carolina.  Operation  in . 

Stono  River.  Operation  in  vicinity  of . 

Thompson,  Horace.  Mentioned . 

Thompson,  John  P.  Mentioned . 

Thompson,  Robert. 

Mentioned  . 

Statement  regarding  obstruction  in  Charleston  Harbor... 

Thunder,  TJ.  S.  sloop.  Mentioned . 

55,126,155,171,212,  246,  282,  293,  304,  318,  32 


7, 


.  302 

.  135 

.  86,97 

.  277 

374,  375,  380,  385,  386 

.  414-416 

.  3,17,27,38, 

333,  341,  345,  349,  352 


Ticonderoga,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . 

Orders  for  movements . 

Tidball,  E.  M.  Mentioned . 

Tilghman,  Benjamin  C.  Mentioned 
Time,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 


197, 183,  212,  246,  282,  288,  291,  365 

.  266 

.  ’ . 839 

.  309,310 

.  780,782 


*Also  known  as  the  6th. 
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Timmons,  B.  Mentioned .  865 

Tinclad  No.  48.  Mentioned . 432 

Tioga,  U.  S.  revenue  cutter.  Mentioned .  28 

Togastie,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  264 

Togoda  Creek,  South  Carolina.  Engagement  with  Confederate  batteries 
on,  February  9,  1865.  Eeports  of 

Batch,  George  B .  225 

Brown,  James . .  .  227 

Eillebrown,  Thomas  Scott . .  .  . . .  229 

Hayes,  James . 227 

Hogg,  James  M . 229 

Mallard,  William  H . . . . . . .  228 

Whitehead,  William . 228 

Tomb,  James  H. 

.  Correspondence  with 

Fry.  -B.  D . 5X4 

Hunter,  W.  W . 5X4 

J ones,  Sam . 454 

Tucker,  J.  R . . 463,483 

Mentioned .  5x0 

Tom  Hicks,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  July  9,  1861 . . . 

Mentioned . 

Toner,  Roger.  Mentioned . 

Tonjety,  E.  Mentioned . 

Toone,  Joseph  H.  see  Joseph  11.  Toone,  Schooner. 

Toplifif,  J ames  C.  Mentioned .  752 

Torbert,  W.  F.  A.  Report  of  court  of  enquiry,  loss  of  U.  S.  S.  Patapsco _  178 

Torpedo  boats,  Confederate. 

Drawings  of . . . .  3gg 

Examination  of,  at  Charleston,  S.  C .  373  4QQ 

Operations  of . . .  15, 23,33,’51,’l82, 460,’  514 

Testing°£ . , . - .  463,464 

See  also  Torpedoes. 

Torpedoes. 

Correspondence  concerning .  14  44 

169,  171-180,  182,  188,  251,  282-284,  295-297,339,371,372,  455,  473,515 
See  also  Reports  and  correspondence  relating  to  obstructions  and  defenses  of 
harbors  of  Charleston,  S.  Cl,  pp.  374-429;  report  of  Dahlgren 
pp.  429-455, 467. 

Drawings  of  393-398 

Vessels  destroyed  by .  439 

Tower  Dupre,  Louisiana.  Armament  of .  703 

Tower,  George  B.  N.  Mentioned . . 993  999 

Tower,  Mortimer.  Mentioned .  *  ~ ’ .  gg“q., 

Towles, - .  Mentioned .  ’  g8 

Townsend,  E.  D.  Correspondence  with  Harvey  Brown. . .  573 

Tracy,  Charles  W.  Mentioned .  255 

Train,  Enoch.  See  Enoch  Train,  Confederate  steamer. 

Transport,  Steamer. 

Mentioned . 

Transferred  to  U.  S. 

Trapier,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with  M.  M.  Gray 
Mentioned . 


578 

595 

194 

575 


Armv 


320,  333,  337,  341,  344,  345,  350 
.  346 


-  - . .  427 

....  8,426 
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Trathen,  James.  Mentioned .  753 

Trenchard,  Stephen  D.  Mentioned .  596,659,718,790 

Trenholm,  George  A.  Mentioned .  604 

Trigg,  Daniel.  Correspondence  with  F.  Forrest .  839 

Trinidad,  West  Indies,  U.  S.  consul  at.  Mentioned .  599,600 

Trinity  River,  Texas.  Defense  of.  Communications  from  W.  W.  Hunter. .  854 

Tristram  Shandy,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  342 

Trois  Freres,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  June  23,  1861 . . .  560 

Troupe,  Governor.  See  Governor  Troupe,  Steamer. 

Truesdale,  Adelbert.  Mentioned .  217 

Tucker,  John  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Gray,  M.  M . - . .  422,427 

Tomb,  James  H . - .  463, 483 

Mentioned . .  423, 459,  464,  485, 493, 497 

Tullifmny  Crossroads,  S.  C.  Actions  at,  December  6,  7,  and  9,  1864.  See 
Pocotaligo,  S.  C.  Operations  of  the  naval  brigade,  etc. 

Turner,  Eleazer  S.  Mentioned . . .  545,548,648 

Turner,  John  W.  Mentioned . 436,437 

Tuscarora,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned . —  •-  727,728,820 

Tuscarora,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  183, 186, 187,  212,  246,  250,  282,  293,  304,  315,  318,  327,  333-335,  365 

Operations  at  Georgetown,  S.  C . .  205 

Orders  for  movements .  287 ,  298,  334 

Tuttle,  Horace  P. 

Mentioned .  41,  254, 255 

Report  of  obstructions  in  harbor  of  Charleston,  S.  C .  41 

Twiggs,  David  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Duncan,  J.  K . - .  "26,  728 

T?AncjftPfin  I,  ... _ ... _ ... _ .... - .....  — - -  834 

War  Department,  C.  S .  832,  835,  841,  843 

Mentioned .  583,  840 

Reports  of. 

Galveston,  Tex.  Defense  of .  __  833 

Mississippi  River.  Operations  in. . .  826,  829, 837,  842 

Mississippi  Sound.  Operations  in .  827,  830,  833 

New  Orleans,  La.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  821 

Ship  Island,  Miss. 

Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts  and  Confederate 

batteries  on,  July  9, 1861 .  581 

Evacuation  of,  by  Confederates,  September  17,  1861  .  679 

Twilight,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  838 

Tybee  Roads. 

Captures  made  in .  33'  > 333 

Operations  in  vicinity  of.  Order  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  53, 117 

Tyler,  Henry  B.  Mentioned .  886 

Uber,  Carlton  A.  Mentioned .  J8‘,> 

Unadilla,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  4, 18,  28,  39,  55 

Uncle  Bill,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  688 

Underhill,  Master.  Mentioned .  68< 

Union,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  820,  861 
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Union  troops.  Mentioned.  Page. 

Artillery — Regiments:  5th  (Regulars),  781. 

Infantry — Regiments  (Colored):  22d,  202;  26th,  88;  32d,  79,  88,  89,  107, 

108,  240;  34th,  88,  89,  106,  107;  35th,  88,  106,  107;  102d,  89,  107. 
Upham,  George  D. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren . .  324 

Mentioned .  281,  292,  303,  317,  327,  332 

Valparaiso,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  4, 18,  28,  39, 55, 

126, 155, 171, 212,  246, 282, 293,  304, 318,  328,  333,  341,  345,  349,  352,  353 

Van  Alstine,  Cornelius  J.  Mentioned .  45,171,196,212,246,282,293 

Van  Buren,  John  D.,  jr.  Mentioned . . .  545 

Vandalia,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned . . .  686 

V anderbilt,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned . .  820 

Vanderbilt,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  334-336,373,388 

Movements  of .  338 

Orders  for  movements . . .  286,  342 

Van  Dorn,  Earl.  Mentioned . . .  835 

Van  Voorhis,  Barker.  Mentioned.  171,  212,  231,  246,  282,  293,  304,  318,  327,  333,  341 

Vattel.  Cited . 538 

Vaughan,  Henry.  Report  of  operations  in  Wando  River,  S.  C .  290 

Venant,  Alex.  Mentioned .  194 

Venus,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  July  4,  1861  .  575-577 

Vernon  River,  Georgia.  Operations  in. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Winona .  137 

Extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  362 

Orders  and  instructions,  John  A.  Dahlgren .  134, 145,  298 

Report  of  R.  W.  Scott . 148 

See  also  Water  Witch,  Prize  steamer. 

Victoria,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  820,  828  829 

Victoria,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  812 

View,  A.  J.  See  A.  J.  View,  Schooner. 

Villalonga, - .  Mentioned . 459 

Villepigue,  John  B.  Mentioned .  783,786 

Vincennes,  U.  S.  ship. 

Attack  upon,  at  Head  of  Passes,  Mississippi  River,  October  12,  1861.  See 
Mississippi  River. 

Captures  made  by .  794-796 

Blockade  of  Mississippi  River .  696  794-796 

Mentioned .  561,  648,  656,  665,  676,  677,  682,  685,  689- 

691,  697,  700,  701,  703-707,  709-716,  719-721,  723-731,  769,  771,  805,  846 

Orders  for  movements .  5^7 

Vogdes,  Israel.  Mentioned .  ygg 

Von  Donop,  Edward  P.  B.  Mentioned .  562 

W.  A.  Rain,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  ggg 

W.  H.  Wall,  American  bark.  Mentioned .  612 

W.  P.  Benson,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  ggg 

Wabash,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  4, 6, 18,  28, 35,  39,  55, 138, 186,  686 

Waccamaw  River,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in.  Reports  of 

Creighton,  J.  Blakeley .  294 

Stellwagen,  H.  S .  209 

W agener,  F.  W.  Mentioned . '  *  ’  . .  49- 

Wagner,  Theod.  Correspondence  with  James  Alden .  605  606 

Wales,  Philip  S.  Mentioned .  72o' 7l,l 
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Walker,  Private.  Mentioned .  .  85 

Walker,  James.  Mentioned-... .  96,102 

Walker,  L.  P.  See  War  Department ,  C.  S. 

Walker,  S.  T.  Mentioned .  8 

Walker,  William  M.  Mentioned .  753,  754,  796,  807,  811,  816 

Walker,  William  S.  Mentioned .  419,420 

Wall, - .  Mentioned .  217 

Wall,  W.  H.  See  W.  H.  Wall,  American  bark. 

Wall,  William  H. ,  &  Co.  Mentioned .  846 

Wallace,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  97 

Walter,  It.  Price.  Mentioned .  170,211,245,281,293,304,318,327,332,341,345 

Walters,  James.  Mentioned .  207 

Walton,  J.  M.  Correspondence  with  J.  W.  Dickinson .  230 

Walton,  Walter. 

Mentioned .  H®>  193, 195 

Report  of  operations  in  Big  Satilla  River .  133 

Wamsutta,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  3,  8, 9, 11, 17, 27,  31,  32, 38, 54, 117, 

125, 138, 154, 171, 212, 216-218,  246,  282,  293,  304,  318,  328,  333,  341,  346 
Wanderer,*  U.  S.  schooner. 

Mentioned .  539, 

548,  561,  591,  594,  612,  614,  633,  637, 639, 644, 648,  649, 665,  667,  769,  771 

Seizure  of  British  schooner  Telegraph  by,  November  30,  1861  .  797-800 

Wando,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . .  171, 212,  219,  238-240,  246,  263, 

282,  293,  304,  318,  323,  328,  333,  335,  342, 346,  349,  351,  353, 366,  367, 372 

Movements  of .  191 

Orders  for  movements .  I48 

Wando  River,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in.  Report  of  Henry  Vaughan.  290 

War  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton .  '  ^9 

Florida,  Governor  of .  857 

Hatch,  F.  . .  82°-  822> 823 

Hdbert,  P.0 . 838 

Hunter,  W.  . .  83jJ 

Navy  Department,  C.  . .  834>  838>  839 

Robinson,  John  . .  8“2 

Twi™  D  E  581,679,821,826,827,829-833,835,837,841,843 

’  .  820 

Zantzmger, . 

War  Department,  U.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Eckel,  Lewis .  °83 

Kurtz,  J.  . . ' 

Navy  Department,  U.  S —  * .  ’ 

General  order .  „ 

Ward,  Mr.  Mentioned .  ’ 

Ward,  George  W.  Mentioned . 

Ward,  Henry.  Mentioned . 

Ward,  Mayham.  Mentioned . 

Ward,  William  H.  Mentioned .  g 

Wareham,  Joseph.  Mentioned . . . . . 


♦  Prize  yacht. 
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Warley,  Alexander  F.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Hollins,  George  N . 730a 

Hunter,  W.  W .  515 

Mentioned . . .  582,  583,  729 

Report  of  attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  by  C.  S.  vessels  at 

Head  of  Passes,  Mississippi  River,  October  12,  1861 .  730a 

Warren,  Oliver  B.  Mentioned . . .  548 

Warrington,  Lewis,  jr.  Mentioned . . .  .  752 

Washburne,  Charles  O.  Mentioned .  180 

Washington,*  Confederate  vessel.  Mentioned .  534,564 

Washington,  George.  Mentioned . 194 

Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia.  Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Communications  from  L.  Mc.Laws .  455 

Orders  and  instructions,  John  A.  Dahlgren . . .  129, 130, 131 

Report  of  Thomas  Scott  Fillebrown . . .  124 

Water  Witch,  Prize  steamer. 

Destruction  of,  December  19,  1865 . . . . .  484 

Efforts  of  Confederates  to  remove  from  Vernon  River  to  Savannah,  Ga. .  64, 456 

Abstract  log,  July  12,  1861 .  586 

Attack  upon,  at  Head  of  Passes,  Mississippi  River,  October  12,  1861.  See 
Mississippi  River. 

Blockade  of  Mississippi  River . . .  683 

Mentioned . . . .  4, 18, 28,  39,  55, 

56,  149,  457,  487,  491,  493,  497,  503,  522,  523,  530,  552,  561,  565,  572,  589, 
593,  609,  611,  614,  633,  637,  647,  649,  656,  657,  659,  663,  667,  679,  682,  685, 
689-692,  700,  701,  704,  706,  707,  709-711,  713-716,  719,  721-726,  728-731, 
737,  740,  748,  764,  767,  769,  787,  788,  801,  803,  805, 814,£L8,  819, 843, 846 

Operations  at  Key  West,  Fla .  594 

Watmough,  William  N.  Mentioned .  348 

Watson,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  728,820 

Watson,  William. 

Mentioned . . .  155,  281, 292,  303,  317,  327,  332, 341, 345 

Report  of  destruction  of  salt  works  at  Palmetto  Point,  Bull’s  Bay,  South 

Carolina .  269 

Weaver,  Aaron  W. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A  Dahlgren .  182 

Mentioned . 211,245,281,370 

Webb,  Francis  R.  Mentioned .  321,327,332  345 

Webb,  James  Watson.  Mentioned .  762 

Webb,  M.  Mentioned .  g44 

Webb,  William  H.  See  William  H.  Webb,  Confederate  steamer. 

Weber,  Albert.  Mentioned .  656 

Weed,  W.  D.  Mentioned . 459 

Weehawken,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 4, 1$  28,  39, 55,  382,  388, 431, 432,  438, 455 

Weest,  Wayne.  Mentioned .  479 

Weimann,  John.  Mentioned .  521 

Welch,  George  E.  Mentioned .  394 

Weller,  J.  B.  Mentioned .  539 

Welles,  Master.  Mentioned .  g09 

Welles,  Gideon.  See  Secretary  of  Navy,  U.  S.;  also  Navy  Department,  U.  S. 

Wells,  Charles.  Mentioned .  57g 


*  Formerly  U.  S.  revenue  cutter. 
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Page. 

West,  Lewis.  Mentioned .  170,211,245,281,292,303 

Westcott,  Bayse  N.  Mentioned .  756 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  Formation  and  limits  of .  807 

West  Wind,  Bark.  Mentioned .  601 

Whann,  J.  M.  See  J.  M.  Whann,  Confederate  steamer. 

Wheeler,  Joseph. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  478 

Mentioned . .  207,  220, 333, 476, 478, 484, 487 

Wheeler,  William  M.  Mentioned .  688,  694,  698 

White,  — — .  Mentioned . - . .  514 

White, - .  Mentioned .  246 

White,  Battery.  See  Battery  White ,  S.  C. 

White  Bluff,  Ga.  Operations  at.  Report  of  L.  G.  Emerson - - -  217 

White,  George  B.  Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahigren . . .  197 

White,  George  H.  Mentioned .  309-311,611,670-672 

White,  John.  Mentioned .  1'9 

White,  W.  Mentioned .  419-421,424,426 

Whitehead,  William. 

Mentioned  . - .  63,  72,  85, 110,  111,  226,  318,  327,  332,  341,  345 

Report  of  injuries  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee  in  action  with  Confederate 

batteries  on  Togodo  Creek,  South  Carolina,  February  9,  1865..  228 

Whiteouse,  Samuel  N.  Report  of  injuries  received  by  U.  S.  S.  Richmond 

from  attack  by  C.  S.  ram  Manassas,  October  12,  1861 .  718 

White  Oak  Creek,  Georgia.  Operations  in.  Reports  of 

Gillespie,  W.  T . - .  15 

Kempton,  Z . - .  46 

Whiter,  Hiram.  Mentioned .  480 

Whiting,  General.  See  General  Whiting,  Steamer. 

Whiting,  Robert.  Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  842 

Whiting,  William  H.  C. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter . 

Mentioned . 

Whitmore,  A.  J.  See  A.  ,/.  Whitmore,  Steamer. 

Whitney,  J.  P.  See  J.  P.  Whitney,  Confederate  steamer. 

Whoole,  Thomas.  Statement  regarding  attack  upon  Federal  blockading 
squadron  by  C.  S.  vessels  at  Head  of  Passes,  Mississippi  River, 

October  12,  1861  .  720 

Wicks,  James  A.  Mentioned .  42/ 

Wiegel,  Henry.  Mentioned . . . ^  179 

Wiggin,  George.  Mentioned .  741,774,793 

Wilcox,  David  L. 

Mentioned . 667,676,683,689,690,710 

Statement  regarding  attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  by  C.  S. 

vessels  at  Head  of  Passes,  Mississippi  River,  October  12,  1861..  717 

Wild  Cat,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned . .  °>  17> 

27,  38,  54, 125, 155, 171,  212,  246,  282,  293,  304,  318,  344 

Wilding,  Henry.  See  Liverpool,  U.  S.  vice-consul  at. 

Willard,  Lewis  H. 

Mentioned . 

Report  of  capture  of  party  of  officers  from  U.  S.  S.  Ottawa,  in  St.  John  s 

River,  Florida . 

William  Batty,  Sloop.  Capture  of .  ----- .  845,  84® 

William  G.  Hews,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned . 


458 

419 
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William  H.  Ivy.  See  Ivy,  C.  S.  S.  Page. 

William  H.  Webb,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  820 

William  M.  Rice.  See  Delta,  Brig. 

William  P.  Clyde,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  333-335 

William  R.  King,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  699 

Williams,  Alpheus  S.  Mentioned .  207 

Williams,  C.  P.  See  C.  P.  Williams,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Williams,  Edward  A.  Mentioned .  180 

Williams,  Edward  P. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren .  262 

Mentioned .  273,  293, 304,  316,  318, 327,  332,  341 

Williams,  George  W.  Mentioned .  170,211,245,281,292,303,317,327 

Williams,  Henry.  Mentioned .  180 

Williams,  Henry  Frederick.  Mentioned .  748 

Williams,  J.  J.  Mentioned . . .  585, 589 

Williams,  John  D.  Mentioned . . .  252 

Williams,  Richard  (Acting  Master’s  Mate).  Mentioned .  317,327,332,341 

Williams,  Richard  (Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer).  Mentioned .  297 

Williamson,  James  C. 

Correspondence  wTith  J.  A.  Dahlgren .  128, 145, 164, 167 

Mentioned .  125, 170,  211,  214,  245,  281,  292 

Willink,  H.  F.  Mentioned .  502 

Willis,  D.  Mentioned . 159 

Wilmer,  James  C.  Mentioned .  564 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  Operations  at.  Communications  from  W.  H.  C.  Whiting.  458 

Wilson,  Private.  Mentioned .  85 

Wilson,  Charles  (Ordinary  seaman).  Mentioned . 97 

Wilson,  Charles  (Seaman).  Mentioned .  288 

Wilson,  Peter.  Mentioned .  97 

Wilson,  Robert.  Mentioned .  86,97 

Wilson,  William.  Mentioned .  729 

Wilson,  William  H.  Mentioned .  96, 102 

Wiltse,  Gilbert  C. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren .  98 

Mentioned . 63 

Winchester,  John  F. 

Mentioned .  170,  211,  245,  281,  292,  303, 317,  327,  332 

Report  of  movements  of  U.  S.  bark  G;msbok .  151 

Winchester,  William.  Mentioned .  194 

Windsor,  Forest,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  820,822 

Wing,  George  W.  Mentioned .  179 

Winona,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  4, 17,  27,  38,  54, 65,  69,  71- 

73,  110,  125,  132,  141,  142,  149,  155,  171,  197,212,216,219,238,239,242, 
246,  263,  282,  293,  304,  306,  318,  323,  328,  333,  342,  357,  362,  363, 368,  802 
Operations  in 

Combahee  River .  223-225 

Vernon  River,  Georgia .  137 

Winslow,  Francis. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler .  748 

Mentioned . .  649,  667,  682,  706,  710,  711,  724,  737,  740,  804,  810 
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Winslow,  Francis — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Mississippi  River. 

Attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  by  C.  S.  vessels  at 

Head  of  Passes,  October  12,  1861 . .  714-716 

Reconnoisance  for  purpose  of  establishing  a  battery  at  Head  of 

Passes .  683 

Winslow,  George  F.  Mentioned .  189,285 

Winslow,  William  H. 

Mentioned . .  223, 225 

Report  of  operations  in  Combahee  River,  South  Carolina .  224 

Winyah  Bay,  South  Carolina.  Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Order  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .  36 

Report  of  R.  P.  Swann .  7 

See  also  Georgetown,  S.  C.;  Harvest  Moon,  V.  S.  S. ,  destruction  of,  by  torpedo, 
in  Winyah  Bay,  S.  C.,  March  1,  1865;  Waccamaw  River,  South  Carolina. 

Wise,  Henry  A.  Correspondence  with  Dominick  Lynch .  202 

Wissahickon,  U.  S.  S. 

Johnson,  A.  W.,  appointed  to  command .  11" 

Mentioned .  3, 17, 27,  38,  54, 

56,  65,  69,  71-73,  110,  125,  142,  154,  171, 190,  202,  212,  242,  246,  248,  251, 
263,  282,  293,  304,  318,  328,  333,  341,  342,  346,  350,  357,  361,  363,  368,  790 

Operations  in  Stono  River,  South  Carolina .  203,  207,  230-237 

Withers,  John.  Mentioned .  335 

Withers,  Jones  M.  Mentioned .  313 

Woelfkens,  John.  Mentioned .  179 

Wood,  Francis. 

Mentioned .  374,375,380,385,386 

Statement  regarding  obstructions  in  Charleston  Harbor . 416-418 

Wood,  George  W.  Mentioned .  170,211,245,281,304,318,327,332 

Woodhull,  Maxwell.  Mentioned .  794,  796,  804 

Woods,  Charles  It.  Mentioned .  HI 

Worden,  John  L.  Mentioned .  56,431,435,438,439 

Wright,  James  K.  Mentioned .  444 

Wyandotte,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  522,  523,  552, 565, 592, 594, 615,  633,  644,  648 

Wyatt,  E.  Winslow.  Mentioned.. .  493,494 

Wyatt,  Robert  T.  Mentioned .  171, 212, 246,  282, 293 

Wyllie,  Master.  Mentioned .  254 

Yerty,  H.  J.  Mentioned .  ^09 

Young,  James  G.  Mentioned .  >  13 

Young,  John  W.  Mentioned  . .  85, 96, 102 

Young,  Jonathan. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren .  13°,  131 

Mentioned . ;• .  146,171,212,246 

Zantzine-er,  - .  Report  of  capture  of  steamers  Dick  Keyes  and  Lewis, 

off  Mobile,  Ala .  820 

Zavalla,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  September  30,  1861  .  688, 694, 698 

Zeilin,  Jacob.  Correspondence  with  George  G.  Stoddard .  99 
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